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PREFACE.
1^HE year of which we treat, notwith-

standing the peaceable afpect of the

times, has not been unproductive of events

which claim a considerable degree of atten-

tion. Of thefe, the expulsion of the Jcfuits

from Spain and Naples, is not the lead ex-

traordinary, nor likely to be the lead consi-

derable in its confequences. The affairs of

Poland have attracted much of the general

attention of Europe ; and, it is to be hoped,

are now fettled upon an happy and perma-

nent baSis. The origin of the late difputes,

the pail: and prefent State of the Difiidents,

and many particularities relative to the hif-

tory and government of that country, which
were requiiite to be known, to form a pro-

per judgment of thofe tranfactions, were but

little considered or understood in this part

of the world. We have therefore given our

readers all the fatisfaction on thofe heads,

which the materials that we could procure

would afford, and the plan of our work
allow. The Subject is indeed peculiarly

intereiting :



PREFACE.
interefting : While our humanity is deeply

engaged in the caufe of the Diflidents, we
cannot but lament the fatality by which a

great nation is furrounded in its capital by
a foreign army; and the fenators of a re-

public, that was once free and independent,

carried off by a military force for a difcuf-

iion of their own affairs. This is a fub-

jecl, that, notwith ftanding the rectitude

and integrity of the motives which guided

thofe tranf.16r.ions, affords a full opportunity

for the moft deep and ferious reflection.

Our home affairs have not been deficient

in matters fufHciently interefting. Of thefe

we give fuch an account as we hope will be

agreeable to our readers ; and have endea-

voured to preferve that impartiality, which

it will be always fo much our wifh to fup-

port. And it mail ever be our greateft hap-

pincls, to have any opportunity of fliew-

ing the grateful fenfe we entertain of the

repeated indulgence which we have fo con-

ftantly experienced from the Public.

tub
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EUROPE.
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General ofpetl of affairs. Prefent appearances pacific. Some ancient caufes

of contention removed. France. Holland. General fate of the North.

Germany. Italy. Expulfion of the Jefuits from Naples and Parma.
The interejl of the court of Rome declining in Italy. Portugal. Scarcity

of corn. Friendly intercourfe fubfjling between the learned.

WE obferve with pleafure,

that the event has hap-
pily juftified our

'

prog

-

noltication of Iait year ; and that

the general tranquillity of Europe
is not in any immediate danger of

being difturbed. A fpirit of im-
provement in the arts of peace, in

manufactures, commerce, and the

elegant embellimments of life,

feems to have taken place, for a
Voi.. X.

while at lead, of that rage of con-
quer!, which had for fo many cen-
turies plunged the different parts of
the great European commonwealth
into all the calamities of devaluation

and war. That martial difpofition,

which fo entirely pofleffed the peo-
ple of thofe ages, was the natu-

ral confequence of the hardy bo-

dies, the active and intrepid minds,

of the weftern and northern na-

\_A\ tions,
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tions, when not otherwife engaged
by a clofe attention to the ufeful,

or mellowed by a knowledge of the

tine arts.

It may now appear late to look

back to the fubverfion or change

of the feudal fyftem, and from
thence to derive reafons for prog-

nosticating the approach of a lefs

martial age. This change was not

indeed immediately produftive of
io happy an eft'eft. Many, how-
ever, of the caufes of ancient quar-
rels were certainly removed, by the

different modifications which that

fyltem underwent in moll of the

countries of Europe. The two lait

centuries were (partly through ac-

cident, and partly from thole epi-

demic paflions, which have been
obferved at particular eras to poflefs

the minds of great bodies of man-
kind) fo peculiarly fertile in pro-

ducing new caufes of diffenuon,

that the confequences naturally to

be expected from the decline of
the feudal government could not be
perceived amidll the continual din
of frefh difputes. It may be unne-
ceflary to recapitulate thofe caufes

of dilTenfion; many of them are

generally known. Religion, or the

pretence to it, had its full fhare

amongft them. The uncertain rights

of fucceflion in moll: countries, to-

gether with the avidity with which
all mankind were feized to grapple
at the treafures of the new world,

were fuch feeds of contention, as

ferved, along with many others, to

keep Europe in continual agitation.

Several of the principal of thole

caufes, and happily fome of thofe

which occafioned the greateft mif-
chief, are now no more. The vio-

lence of* religious anirnofity ; that

bitternefs of zeal, which fet man-
kind to the defhuttion of each

other's bodies, for the falvation of

their fouls, is not only worn out,

but almofl: forgotten. Succeflions,

boundaries, and rights of govern-

ment, are fixed upon a more known
and fettled foundation than ever

they were before ; and commercial
nations have difcovered a more fuc-

cefsful and happy method of pro-

curing gold, than by digging it

themlelves from the mine, or forcing

it from thofe that do.

Many other fources of conten-

tion of a later date, together with

fome miltaken notions in politics,

which have had their day and done

fufficient mifchief, are exhaufted.

Some juft caufes of contention are

alfo removed. The ideas attend-

ing a balance of power, feem to be

at prefent very different from what
they have been formerly. The
dread of univerfal monarchy ap-

pears to be much abated, if not en-

tirely at an end. With regard to

England, to our happinefs, the

caufes of thofe fears which were

once fo prevalent with refpeft to

the prbtellant fucceflion ; the dan-

ger of rebellions within, or invafi-

ons from without, from that caufe,

are fo entirely vanifhed, that they

only ferve to endear to us our pre-

fent fecurity.

Thefe circumftances feem in

fome fort pledges of a greater tran-

quillity to our pofterity, than we or

our anceltors have enjoyed. How-
ever, it mult be confefTed that all

/peculations of this kind, however
plaufible, are in their nature ex-

tremely uncertain. The natural

inconftancy of mankind, the fport

which fortune feems at fome times

to make of every fyftem, deftroy-

ing in a day, or an hour, the bell

laid foundations, and trampling

the labour of ages, and the wifeit

infti-
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lnftitutions in the dull : all thefe

may forbid the hopes of a lading

permanency to any fyftem of tran-

quillity, let h feat appearances

be ever fo ferene.

It muft be admitted that this age

feems to have a caufe of contention

more particularly its own, and
which, cannot fail to fupply in fome

degree, thofe which are now by
time and change of manners .. .

tinguifhed. The defire of naval

power, which at prefent afts fo

ffrongly upon many of the nations

in Europe^ will generate daily dif-

putes, and muft become a fruitful

fource of diffenfion. The fpirit

of commerce will not be confined

to the acquifitions of induftry. The
new adventurers in this field will

encroach upon the old, while the

fame paffion will aft as powerfully

with the old poffeffors, not to relin-

quish any of thofe profits which usu-

ally came into their hands, and to

which they will think that long pre-

fcription has given them a right.

With refpeft to other matters,

the general ftate of affairs in Eu-
rope has fuffered no material change
iince the conclufion of our Jaft vo-

lume. The fame clofe union and
alliance Hill fubfifts between the

different branches of the houfe of
Bourbon. The friendfhip and union

between that family and the houfe

of Aullria, is ilih more clofely ce-

mented by a marriage between the

young King of Naples, a:,d a daugh-
ter of the Emprefs Queen, 'ihe

hopes of this alliance might in-

deed have been frultrated in a lefs

numerous family, by
15th Oft. the death of the Arcn-

1767. ducheis Maria JoJepha,
wiio was feized uith

the fmall-pox in a few cuy, after

her being married by proxy, and

t3
declared Queen of Naples ; but

upon this occafionit made no great

change, and the young Prince has

been fince contracted to her next

filler the Archduchefs Caroline,

who is about a year younger.
Unnatural as the prefent friend-

ihip and alliance between thofe an-

cient and hereditary enemies, the

houfes of Bourbon and Aullria,

may appear, and dangerous as the

effects of it might at firfl feem to

many of their reighbours; it is not

perhaps impoffible, but it may con-

tribute topreferve that tranquillity,

which feemed to be fo much en-

dangered by it. This will ppear
the lefs problematical, if we reilect

on the many wars in which the

bickerings and enmity of thefe two
families have engaged for near two
centuries the reft of Europe. Nei-
ther does this alliance appear fo

very formidable to its neighbours,

as it might have done. in another

fituation of things. The great

weight which has accumulated in

the northern balance of late years,

may well prevent the fcale from
preponderating exceflively in their

favour.

It does not at prefent appear,
that any of the three powers in

queftion are difpofed, or indeed in

a condition to difturb the public

repcle. France has been long a
lofer by her wars, nor do the late

trials fhe has made of her ftrength,

comparatively with that of her
neighbours, give the Icail e >cou-

ragement to her feeHng for new.
The fyllem of Europe is much
changed fince thole victorious

days of Lewis the XlVth, when
he was fo much the terror of it.

Otner nations have gained great

additional itrength, whiill France

has without queftion rather loft

\A ] 2 ground

;



4] ANNUAL REGISTER, 1767.

ground; yet it mud be owned, not

in fuch a degree, but that her great

natural relburces, and the very va-

luable and improveable colonics

fhe is ftill poffefled of, will always

make her very refpectable if not

formidable. At prefent fhe is load-

ed with a very heavy debt, which
will require length of time, joined

with ftrict ceconomy and clofe

attention to her finances, to dif-

charge. Nor will her commerce,
though greatly recovered, fudden-

ly forget the fhocks it received in

the laft war. Agriculture has,

through a feries of mifmanagc-
ment, been long on the decline in

that country ; it was the error of

the famous Colbert, that he wanted
to form the French into a riation of
manufacturers, and forgot that agri-

culture is the principal ftrength of
a ftate. The French miniftry, as

well as the nation, feem now fully

fenfible of this error ; and agricul-

ture meets with all that encourage-

ment and attention which it fo

juftly merits. It will, however,

require length of time, and all the

leifure of peace, to bring it to any
degree near the perfection to which
it is capable of arriving.

Upon the whole it is evident,

that nothing can be fo effsntial to

the intereft of France, as the con-

tinuation of peace ; and that they

muir. be the moil pernicious politics,

which couid at prefent urge it to

enter wantonly into a war.

With refpect to England, France
fecms at prefent to be in a ftate of
perfect good neighbourhood; nor
is there any apparent caufc cf quar-

rel likely to difturb this harmony.
It may not perhaps be quite viii-

cnary to imagine that the violent

Enimofny arid national prejudice,

which has (o long fubfifted between

the two nations, is in fome degree
wearing off; and it is obfervable,

that more French of distinction

have vilited England fince the laft

war, than at any other period fince

the Engliih loft their great poffef-

fions in that country.

The mofl intereiting event which
the pad year has produced in Hol-
land, has been the marriage of the

Prince Stadtholder with the Prin-
cefs Royal of Pruflia. Nothing
could be more pleating 10 the

whole republic than this marriage,
nor could any thing happen of a
more interelling nature; the pub-
lic and private rejoicings they
made, and the marks of refpect

and regard which they fhewed the

princels upon every occafion, fuf-

ficiently teftified the fenfe they had
of it. By this marriage the com-
monwealthhas entered into a nearer

connection with a great, a power-*

ful, and a neighbouring prince,

whofe difpofition, if not a certain

friend, was always to be dreaded ;

and the vicinity of whofe territo-

ries to thofe of the ftates, would
always furnifh fufficient matter for

altercation, whenever he chofe to

feek for it. At the fame time this

marriage is jullly to be looked up-

on in a very interefting light with

refpect to the Protellant fyftem in

general, and to connect that chain

of union, which it will always be

fo much the common intereft to

prefervc between the maritime and
northern powers, and the Proteitant

princes of Germany.
In the north, affairs at prefent

wear the moft benign afpect. The
great diiputes in Poland sbout the

Uiffidents, which feemed pregnant

with fo much danger to the gene-

ral repofe, are, through the weigh-

ty and effectual mediation of the

great
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great powers, who by treaty as

well as connection, were interefted

in their confequenc.es, brought in-

to a train of being fettled upon

the moll permanent and happy

footing.

Germany has offered no matter

of political obfervation during the

courfe of the prefent year. The
Emperor and King of Pruflia fpend

the fummers, either in reviewing

their armies, or in making pro-

greffcs through different parts of

their dominions ; by which they

become eye-uitneffes of the im-

provements that are requisite to be

made, the encouragement that is

neceffary to be given, and of the

diftreffes and wants of their fub-

jeils. Notwithstanding this at-

tention to doineftic and internal

happinefs, the two great powers

of the empire are far from being

negligent of their military depart-

ments; the fword feems only to

flumber, but does not fleep, and

their armies are kept compleat,

and in the belt condition. The
Emprefs Queen has publifhed an

edict, whereby the foldiers in all

her armies are allowed and even

encouraged to marry, a corrective

in fome degree to the political mif-

chiefs attendant on thofe extenfive

military eftabliftiments.

Turning our eyes to the fouth-

ward, the fcene is there alfo entirely

pacific. Indeed the new Dey of

Algiers had made fome extraordi-

nary demands upon the republic of

Venice ; among the reft, befides
v

the payment of an exorbitant fum
of money, he infilled that his cor-

fairs mould have free liberty to

cruize in the gulf of Venice, and
to take the mips of any nation

with whom he was not bound by
treaty; with this extraordinary

condition annexed, that if any of

his cruizers fhould happen to be

taken, the republic fhculd repair

the lofs in ready money.
Thefe difhonourable propofals

were refufed with a proper difdain

by the fenate ; and as the Dey of

Algiers had broken the peace, and
imprifoned their conful, they equip-

ped a fquadron of men of war,

which they difpatched to Algiers,

under the command of Admiral

Emo, to bring him to reafon. The
Dey continued obflinate ; upon

which the admiral, according to his

orders, immediately declared war

againft him, and failed out of the

harbour to fulfil his inftruclions,

which were to block up the port,

and deftroy all the Algerine cor-

fairs he could meet with.

Thefe vigorous refolutians foon

brought the Dey to temper, and

indeed to a fubmiflion as mean as

his demands had -been infolent; he

found himfelf under a necefiity of

making ufe of the mediation of

the Britifli conful, to procure a re-

newal of the peace upon the origi-

nal terms.

The other parts of Italy have
afforded little remarkable, except

the expulfion of the Jefuits from
Naples and Parma ; as thefe events

are intimately connected with, or

may rather be looked upon as con-

fequences of the meafures which

had been already taken in Spain

to the fame purpofe, we fhall in-

clude them under that head; as

well as the ineffectual rerrlon-

ftrances made by the court ofRome
in their favour. The edict which

has been paft by the regency of

Parma, with refpeft to ecclefiaf-

tical affairs, and which almoft to-

tally fedudes the Roman fee from

all jurifdiftion in that dutch.y,

[J]
3

together
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together with the confequenc.es,

which are faid to be an excommu-
nication, will find their piop-r

place in the tranfa&ions of the en-

fuing year. The power and inte-

rcft of the court of Rome is daily

lofing ground in Italy j where
other flates, befides thole we have
mentioned, are taking meafures

to circumfcribe it. The govern-

ment of Milan, which includes

the Auftrian Lombardy, has pub-

limed a law, by which all the

rights which the pope or the

bimops have hitherto exercifed

over ecclefiaflics, either with re-

gard to their effe&s or their per-

sons, is transferred to a council,

eftablilhed for that purpofe at Mi-
lan. Ail ecclefiaftics are obliged

to fell the eftates which they have

become poflefTed of fince the year

1722; and no fubjett, whether
ecclefiailic or fecular, is permitr

ted to go to Rome, to folicit any
favour except letter^ of indulgence,

without the confer.t of the faid

council.

This law is the fame as that

which was pubiifhed at Venice
under the pontificate of Benedict

XIV. and which occafioned fo

many debates that the Republic
was obliged to abolifh it, in the

beginning of the pontificate of
Clement X1IL but the prefent

law is paffed at a period much
more favourable to the indepen-

dency of fovcreigns.

Portugal has afforded but little

material in the courfe of the paft

year. Whether from fome mifta-

ken notion in politics, or from
fome national prejudice, or what-
ever other caufe, is uncertain ; but
the preu-nt prime minifter in that

country has taken every occafion

during his adminiibration, of dif-

cou.-aging, retraining, and dif-

trefiing the Britilh factories and
commerce in that kingdom. This

conduft feems the more wholly

unaccountable, as the very exis-

tence of that nation as an inde-

pendent ftate, has fo long and {o

often depended upon the powerful

prote&ion of Great Britain ; which

has alfo upon every other occafion

always adled the part of a mod
faithful ally and generous friend.

If the advantages ariiing from the

commerce between the two na-

tions were not mutual, this conduft

might admit of fome plea in its

justification; but the contrary is

evidently fhewn, by the great pre-

ference which has been fo long

given by England to the Portu-

guefe wines, for which they could

find no other market, and the con-

fequent immenfe confumption of

them in thefe countries. Many
have with reafon been furprized

at the fupinenefs of the Britifh

miniitry, in putting up fo long

with the frequent oppreflions, in-

fults, and indignities, which have

been fo repeatedly offered to the

Englifh merchants in that coun-

try. Nor have they been lefs fur-

prized at the temerity of the Por-

tuguefe minifter, in venturing to

roufe the indignation of a nation,

which could (o eaiily and fo effec-

tually do itfelf ample juftice.

The irregularity and inclemency

of the feafons for fome years paft

in different parts of Europe, has

occafioned an uncertainty and

great deficiency in the crops of

feveral countries, by which the

poor have fuffered great diftreiTes.

The ecdefiaftical ltate, and fome

other parts of Italy, have been fe-

verely affe&ed by this calamity,

and were it not for that happy
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effecr. of navigation and commerce,
by which the wants of one nation

are fupplied from the fuperabun-

dance of another, famine would

have thinned the race of mankind
in many places. England, which
ufually fupplied its neighbours

with fuch immenfe quantities of

grain, and allowed a con£derable

bounty on the exportation of it,

has been a fufferer from the fame
caufe; and it has required the ut-

moft attention of the legiflature,

to guard againft and prevent the

dreadful confequences attending

it.

It gives us pleafure to obferve, as

a diftinftion peculiar to the pre-

fent age, the friendly intercourfe,

harmony, and free communication
of knowledge, which at prefent

fubfifts between the learned of all

the countries in Europe j and

which is not interrupted by the

fquabbles or wars between their

refpective Itates. This good dif-

pohtion does not only add greatly

to the advancement of knowledge
and learning, but will alfo have
a happy effect in wearing off thofe

illiberal prejudices, and inveterate

animofities, with which, to the mif-

fortune of mankind, they are fo

apt to regard all thofe whom they
do not know, and who do not form
a part of the fame particular com-
munity, or fpeak the fame lan-

guage with themfelves- This li-

beral intercourfe, together with the

continual tranflation of books from
one language to another, will by
degrees bring mankind in fome
meafure acquainted, and it is to be
hoped, wear off a great part of that

hearty ill-will which they bore to

each other as flrangers.

CHAP. II.

StriSi attention of the government of Sweden to prevent luxury. An im-

portant law made for enlarging the liberty of the prefs in that kingdom.

Denmark. Great preparations making in Ruffia to obferve the tranfit of
the planet Venus over thefun : the Emprefs vjrites a letter upon thatfub-

jeit to the academy at Peterjburgh. Deputiesfrom all the provinces of the

empire are fummoned to Mofcovj, to form a neiv code of lav.'s. State of

affairs in Turkey. Encouragement given by the Grand Seignior, to intro-

duce the art ofprinting in his dominions. The piratical fates of Barbary

refufe to pay the ancient tribute to the Porte. An infurrcclion in the province

of Mcntenero.

IN Sweden, the whole attention

of the diet, as well as the mi-
niftry, is directed to the improve-
ment of their manufactures, the

encouragement of agriculture, and
the reftriftion within the narroweft
limits of every kind of foreign

fuperfluity. The fumptuary laws,

and thofe againft every fpecxes of

luxury, are put in execution with-

out diftindtion of age or quality;

and it feems to be laid down as a

maxim, to enforce the moft rigid

private, as well as public ceco-

nomy.
This principle has been purfued

to the minuteft detail, and enforced

with the greateit rigour.

[A] 4 A coun-
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A counfcllor of ftate, who had

neglefted to have a velvet border

ftript off a cloak, which he had

worn for many years, was fum-

moned before the tribunal, whofe

province it is to put the edict a-

gainft luxury in force, and receiv-

ed a fevere reprimand frurn thofe

grave judges for the mifdemeanor.

A lady alfo of the firft quality,

was obliged to appear before the

fame tribunal, and underwent an

equal cenfure for drinking a difh

of chocolate in her box at the play-

houfe.

Among thefe regulations, many
of which feem of a trifling nature,

one has been made of the greateft

importance ; a law for enlarging

the liberty of the prefs. By this

edict, all perfons have liberty to

write and reafon, on all fubjects in

general, and to publifh their opi-

nions. The laws of the kingdom,
their utility, or their bad effects,

are fubject to difcuffion and cen-

fure. All alliances ancient and mo-
dern, in which the kingdom is

engaged, and all new ones which

may be hereafter propofed, or even

concluded, are fubject to a free en-

quiry, and to have the good or bad

confequences attending them point-

ed out.

In order that the public may re-

ceive the moll: authentic informa-

tion upon all thefe points, every

perfon has a right to demand, of
the different col!eges ertablifhed

for the adminillration of public

bufinefs, from the fenate to the

courts of the lovveft jurifdiction, a

communication of the regiilers or

journals, wherein all their deci-

fions are entered. The courts are

obliged to keep thefe journals very

correal; and the debates j the dif-

ferent opinions upon each fubject;

the decifions in every caufe, with

the rcafons U th< m, are to be in-

ferted. Any ptrion, in whatforver

office, 'that refufes to communicate
thefe regifters, is to lofe his place.

The fenate alone has an exclu-

five privilege of not communicat-

ing its debates upon foreign mat-

ters ; which it may for a time be
requifke to keep fecret. Every
perfon has liberty, during the fef-

fions of the diet, to make obfer-

vations on the debates and resolu-

tion of each deputation of the

ftates, concerning any bufinefs whe-
ther general or particular, except

luch as regard the immediate ad-

miniftration of government ; and
may print his obfervations on the

fubjett. And to facilitate a free

enquiry ; the king is to get an exact

account of the fituation of the ftate

in every department* made out and
printed, before the meeting of each

diet.

There are however fome re-

ftrictions, which will fufficiently

guard againft the licentioufnefs of

authors. No perfon is to write

againft the eftablifticd religion of
the kingdom, nor againft the fun-

damental political conftitution, nor

the rights of the different orders of
the ftate. Perfonal fatires and paf-

quinades, contrary to the refpect

due to crowned heads, or injurious

to the reputation of private perfons,

are ftrictly forbid.

The printer is ordered to infert

the author's name in the title-page

of each book ; in which cafe, the

author alone is liable to be brought

to an account for any exception-

able .
pailage ; but if the printer

negle&s this injunction, he is to

be confidered as the author, and is

anfwer-
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anfwerable for the book. There

is however an exception, that if a

writer has particular reafons for

not publishing his name, his leav-

ing it in writing with the printer,

to be produced if legally called

fGr, will discharge the latter from

all the confequences. This liber-

ty, that is granted to the public,

of inveftigating the principles up-

on which their own bulinefs is

conducted, and of animadverting,

as well upon the acts of the fenate,

as upon thofeofthe courts of juf-

tice, and the other departments of

the ftate, will be fo great a check

upon the conduit of them all, and
attended with fuch manifelt ad-

vantages to the people, that it re-

quires no comment to explain

them, and is fuch a precedent as

may well deferve the attention of

other ftates.

A general fpirit of improvement
feems to reign through the north.

The young King of Denmark ap-

pears to fet out with all thofe dif-

pofitions which can contribute to

make his people happy, and the

ftate refpe&able.

His majeity is faid to have a

fcheme in agitartten to reftore the

peafants in his dominions to fome
fhare of their natural liberties ; in

which, if he fucceeds, he will ac-

quire great honour ; and by grant-

ing to the lower and more nume-
rous part of his fubjedls the enjoy-

ment of perfonal freedom, will

make amends to the country for

the lofs of their political conftitu-

tion.

The Emprefs of Ruflia ftill pro-

ceeds, on the fame enlarged and
enlightened plan, which we have
had occafion heretofore {o much to

commend. She ftill continues to

cultivate and encourage the arts

and fciences; to make her empire

an afylum to the learned and in-

genious; and to reform the man-
ners and inftruft the minds of the

people, through the extent of its

moil diftant provinces.

The tranfit of the planet Venus,

over the fun, which is to nappeu
in the fummer of 1769, has added
a new opportunity of lhewing as

well her munificence, as the at-

tention fhe pays to aflronomy.

This great princefs wrote a 1 tter

from Mofcow with her own hand, to

Count Wolodimer Orlow, director

of the academy of fciences at fe-

terfburgh; wherein fhe defires the

academy to inform - her of the

molt proper places in her domi-

nions for the making of thofe ob-

fervations; with an offer to fend

workmen, &c. and to conftruct

buildings in all thofe places, which

the academy may think proper for

the purpofe, and to grant every

other afiiftance to the undertaking

which it may require. She alfo

deftred, if there was not a fafficient

number of aitrononyers in the

academy to make obfervations in

all the places required, to give

her notice, that fhe might fend a

proper number of the officers of

her marine, to qualify themfelves,

under the eye" of the profeffors in

the academy, for that under-

taking.

Sucn is the extent of this van:

empire, that the obfervations

whicn are to be made, both en the

tranfu and exit of this planet,

the one in the frozen regions to-

wards the pole, and the other on.

the borders of the Cafpian fea,

are to be made within its own li-

mits] to fome part of which,

aflro-
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aftronomers from every part of

Europe are preparing to go, to be-

hold that remarkable event.

We obferve with pleafure, upon

this occafion, that Englifh artifi-

cers preferve the rank they have

hitherto held in the mechanics

fubfervient to this fcience. The
academy at Peterfburgh has ap-

plied to a member of the royal

fociety of London, to procure the

neceffary initruments for the pur-

pofe of proceeding fuccefsfully in

that important observation. Mr.

Kamoufky, who was the writer

upon this cccafion, candidly ac-

knowledges the great joy of the

academy, and their obligations to

Mr. Short, for procuring them

thofe inilruments; and confefies

their doubts of being able to an-

fvver the views of the Emprefs, till

they had received his letter. Our
readers will fee two letters upon

this occafion, in the Appendix to

the Chronicle.

With refpeel to internal policy ;

the Emprefs of Ruflia has under-

taken a great and arduous taik,

and worthy of an exalted mind.

The laws of this vail empire were

voluminous to a degree of the

greateft abfurdity, were perplex-

ed, infufiicient, in many cafes

contradictory, and fo loaded with

precedents, reports, cafes, and o-

pinions, that they afforded an

eternal fcene of altercation, and

were fcarcely to be reconciled or

underftood by the very profeffors

of them. The particular laws of

the different provinces were alfo

continually interfering and clam-

ing, and caufed fuch confufion,

that the whole prefented an end-

lefs chaos, and effaced almoft e-

very trace of original fyftem or

defign.

This Augean liable the Emprefs
has determined to clean ; to which
purpofe lhe fummoned deputies

from every province in the empire
to attend her at Mofcow, there

to form an entire and new code
of laws, for the government of
the whole. The fuccefs, attending

this patriotic attempt, will, we
hope, make a part of the fubjett

of our future obfervations.

We have already had an oppor-
tunity of taking notice of the good
qualities of the prefent Grand Sei-

gnior ; his humanity to his bro-

thers, and the perfeci and friendly

good neighbourhood he has ob-
served in all the troubles of Po-
land, are much to his honour. He
continues to give frefli opportuni-

ties of extolling his character, and
has in a recent inftance again de-

parted from the rigid policy of the

Porte, by admitting the young
prince of Wallachia to fucceed his

father in that office. He has had
alfo an opportunity of lhewing
his humanity and benevolence, on
occafion of one of his men of war,
which took fire in the harbour of
Conftantinople, and was the caufe

of a great many fhips belonging

to his fubjecls being confumed.

Upon this occafion, though it was
after midnight, he attended in

perfon, and gave his orders with

the greater! activity, to prevent

the farther dreadful effects of the

conflagration; and gave directions

that the unhappy fufferers mould
be paid their full loffes out of his

treafury.

But the particular circumflance

of his life, which may poflibly

preferve his name with great ho-

nour to pofterity, when even the

cruel and ferocious conquefts of

his predeceffors are loft in obli-

vion,
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vion, is the encouragement he has

given to the introduction of the

art of printing in his dominions.

He has alfo iffued orders for the

tranflating of feveral of the moft

valuable books from the European

languages into the Turkifh. It

will not require the aid of a very

warm imagination, in fome degree

to conceive the great revolutions

in the manners of the people, and
in the policy of the ftate, which

the introduction of learning into

that mighty empire might probably

occafion. Upon the whole, this

prince's reign had been hitherto

marked with a lenity, gentlenefs,

and equity, which have been till

now but little experienced under the

Ottoman line.

The piratical Mates of Barbary

have entirely thrown off that de-

pendance which, ever fince the

days of the famous BarbarofTa, for

above two hundred years, they

have had on the Turkifh empire.

A Serafkier, who was fent by the

Porte to Algiers, to demand twenty

years tribute, which was then due,

was anfwered by the Dey, that

he was firmly refolved, not only

to refufe to difcharge the arrear,

but alfo to pay any tribute for the

future : that the ftate of Algiers

was abfolutely free and independant

of the Porte; that it flood in no
need of the Porte's protection ;

and that he, the Serafkier, might
return to Conftantinople with that

anfwer. The Serafkier was not

more fortunate in the execution

of his commiffion to the reft of
thofe flates, on each of whom he
had demands of the fame nature,

and received anfwers from them
all nearly to the fame purpofe.

We do not find that the Porte has

taken any meafures in confequence

of this refufal, either to enforce the

demand, or to refent the contempt
fhevvn to its authority; nor is it

probable that the prefent ft ue of
its marine will admit of fuch an
attempt.

In a government conftituted like

this, it is not eafy to fay what ef-

fects, caufes, even in appearance
the moft trifling, may produce.

Many fymptoms of weakiefs ma-
nifeft themfelves in this great em-
pire. A little prince of Georgia
has been capable of giving it a
confiderable alarm. The piratical

ftates of Barbary do not think it

worth while, as we have feen, to

purchafe its protection. An infur-

rection of peafants in a frontier

province, which would in fome
countries be little more than an ob-
ject of police, may have there fe-

rious confequences on the ftate.

An infurrection of this kind has
happened this year in the province

of Montenero, wliich is tributary to

the Grand Seignior, but which bor-

ders upon the Venetian Dalmatia,
The country is rough, mountainous,
and in a great meafure inacceflible ;

the inhabitants partake of the na-
ture of the foil and fituation, and
are rude, ferocious, and warlike.

Thefe people are of the Greek re-

ligion ; and though they have at

different times paid tribute, both
to the Turks and Venetians, yet,

from their fituation and other cir-

cumftances, they have elcaped that

total ftate of fubjection and fer-

vitude, to which the neighbour-

ing poffefTors of a happier foil,

and more accefhble country, were
fubject.

A foreigner, who exercifed the

profeflion of a phyfician, and went
by the name of Stefano, has for

fome time refided amongft thefe

people.
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people. This adventurer, who is

ddciibcd to be a man or fine figure

and great addreis, taking advan-

tage of their ignorance, and of a

violent attachment which, from

religion and fome former benefits,

they have to the Mufcovite name
and nation, has publicly declared

himfelf to be the Czar Peter the

Third ; and pretends that the re-

port of his death was defignedly

ipread at the time by his friends, to

favour his efcape, which he happily

effected.

Under the favour of this name,

and by the affiftance of the Ca-
loyers (Greek monks) who have

warmly feconded his pretences,

and who have a great influence

over the inhabitants, he has got

himfelf received and acknowledged

as the Czar, not only by the peo-

ple, but by the bifhop and all the

ether orders ; and is faid to be al-

ready at the head of fome thoufand

foldiers.

This adventurer is faid, though

probably without foundation, as

it is ufual to magnify fuch mat-
ters, to have money in great plen-

ty, and to dillribute it among his

foldiers with the utmofl profufion.

The province contains, -it is faid,

30,000 men able to bear arms.

This affair not only giving fome
alarm to the Porte, but alfo to the

ftate of Venice, their troops in

Dalmaiia have been ordered to af-

femble upon the frontiers, under

the command of a general. After

all, it is probable that this in-

furrecYion will not be attended

with any other confequences, than

its being a frefh inftance of the

eafe with which a daring impoftor

may for a fhort time delude an,

ignorant people, and of the almoit

certain deftruttion to the under-

taker, which finally Concludes the

attempt. This is not a fuitable

period of time for the revival of

counterfeit Demetrius's; nor could

they now fet capital cities in

flames, lay nations wafte, and wade
through torrents of blood as here-

tofore.

CHAP. III.

State of affairs in Poland. Original caufes cf the late difputes. Ancient

fate of that country. Converjion to the Chriftian religion. AcceJJion of

the great dutchy of Lithuania and other provinces to the kingdom of Poland.

Ancient fate of the conftitution, of religion, 13c. Remarkable lavj paffed

by Sigifmund Auguftus, infavour of Chriftians of all denominations. Final

union cf the kingdom of Poland and the great dutchy of Lithuania. The

kingdom modelled into a republic, upon the death of Sigifmund Auguftus.

The firft diet cf the republic. A perpetual peace agreed upon between the

D'JJidents. 1he original meaning of that term.

THOUGH we gave a fhort

fketch in our laft volume,

of the caufes of difpute that fub-

fifled between the Roman Catho-

lic and Diffident parties in the

kingdom of Poland, yet, as thefe

difputes have become every day

fince more intereiling, both in re-

flect of the confequences to the

parties principally concerned, and

of
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of the high powers who are medi-

ators on the occafion, we imagine

a clear but concife account of the

nature and origin of them will not

be unacceptable to many of our

readers.

Poland, properly fo called, was

originally circumfcribed within

very narrow bounds; the inhabit-

ants, between the 9th and 10th

centuries, were converted to the

ChrilKan religion, as it was then

profefied by the church of Rome.
About the fame time a converfion

was begun in many of the neigh-

bouring provinces, which were
then independent itates, and who
at different a:ras embraced the

Chriftian religion according to the

Greek mode of worfhip. In prc-

cefs of time many of thsfe neigh-

bouring dates, by conqueff, by
right of fucceffion, by marriage,

or by compact, became united to

the kingdom of Poland ; upon all

which acceffions the new provinces

were upon an exact, equality with
the old in every refpecl, and each
obferved their own particular modes
of worfhip.

The greateft. asd moft remark-
able of thefe acceffions was that

which took place upon the

Anno marriage of Jagellon, great

1386. duke of Lithuania, to the

daughter and heirefs of
Lewis king of Poland. By this

marriage the great dutchy of Li-
thuania, together with the pro-
vinces of Whice Ruffia, Podlachia,

Volhinia, Podolia, and foon after-

wards Red Ruffia, became annexed
to the kingdom of Poland; with
this diftinclion, that the union be-
tween the kingdom and the great
dutchy depended only uprn the
continuance of the Jagellonic line ;

that family being the natural fove-

reigns of Lithuania. The inhabit-

ants of all thefe provinces were of
the Greek religion, as well as

thofe of Moldavia, Wallachia,

and the Ukraine, which were add-
ed to the kingdom by the fuccef-

fors of Jagellon ; fo that by thefe

great acceffions the members of
the Greek church -became at that

time vaftly fuperior, both in num-
bers and power, to thofe of the

Roman Catholic perfuafian. It

feemed a felicity peculiar to Po-
land, that this difference of opi-

nion in religious ma^er?, between
the members of the fame nation,

had produced none of thofe iii con-

fluences, thofe animohties and
dilputes, which other countries

had fo fatally experienced from
the fame caufes.

It is to be obferved that the

conltitution of Poland was ori-

ginally very different from what
it is at prelent. While her kings
fucceeded to the kingdom by he-
reditary right, fhe had no (hare of
that boafted liberty, which fhe has

afpired to fince, by the extinction

of the Jagellonic line, in

the perfon of Sigifmund Anno
Auguftus, fhs has affiim- 1572.
ed the form of a republic,

. and made the crown entirely elec-

tive. Under the krn^s of the Ta-

genome as well as the more an-
cient races, the inferior nobility

had no power; the prerogatives
of royalty were almofi: the only le-

gislative power, and formed the

code of laws. To give an exact
idea, how much the liberty of the

nobility was limited, it is fuffi-

cient to remark, that the fecurity

of their perfons was not allowed
them, but by a privilege from Ja-
gellon, by which he promifed that

no psrfon fhould be imprifoned,
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till he had been convi&ed of fome
crime by a court ofjudicature.

Upon occaiion of the disturb-

ances which were caufcd by the

Huffites, in Germany and Bohe-
mia, Uladiflaus Jagellon, who

was brother-in-law to the

Anno emperor Sigifmund, caufed

1424, fome fanguinary laws to be
patted in Poland, to pre-

vent the introduction of thefe doc-

trines, confidered as herefies, into

his dominions. At this period,

and for many years after, the epis-

copal courts had great powers,

which proved verv uneafy to the

Poliih nobility, and kept them in

fome refpeds in a kind of Servi-

tude; as excommunications divert-

ed them of the power of acting

in the diets and dietines. This
grievance was at length removed,
with great joy to the nation,

though with no fmall difficulty,

by that great prince Sigifmund
Auguftus.

The reformation began very ear-

ly to make a great progrefs in

Poland, infomuch that the major-
ity of the fenators ard nobility

became members, either of the

Lutheran or Reformed communi-
ons. We are to obferve, that the

word Reformed, in the writings

upon this fubjett, always Signifies

the Calvinirb, in contradiftindtion

to thofe of the Lutheran profeflion.

To prevent all the mifchiefs and
dangers that might arife among
the citizens on the fcore of reli-

gion, Sigifmund Augultus pafled

a law at the diet of Vilna, on the

16th of June, 1563, which law is

Hill preferved among the archives

of the fupreme tribunal of the

grand dutchy of Lithuania ; where-

by it is declared, that all thoie of
the equeftrian and noble orders,

whether of Lithuanian or Ruffian
extraction in every part of his do-
minions, even though their ancef-
tors had not gained the rights of
nobility in the kingdom of Poland,
fhall, provided that they profefs the
Chrijiian religion, be entitled to,

and enjoy, all the rights, privileges*

and liberties, to which they are na-
turally intitled by their rank and
nobility. Likewife that they are

to be admitted to the honours and
dignities of the fenate and crown,
and to all noble trufts; that they
fhall be promoted, each according
to his merit and dignity, to all dig-
nities and confiderable truits ; and
no one fhall be excluded from them
for the fake of religion, provided
he be a Chrijiian.

The fame prince, five years af-

terwards, at the diet of Grodno, in

1568, granted letters of confirma-

tion on the fame Subject, wherein
the fame articles are recited word
for word ; and to prevent the con-

ftru&ion in their own favour, which
fome prevailing denomination of
Chriflians, in prejudice to the reft,

might put upon the words—pro-

vided he be a Chrijiian-—he made
ufe in the letters of confirmation

of the following memorable ones
—of whatever Chrijiian communion

or confejfionfocver he be.

It is to be remarked with atten-

tion, as an obfervation upon which
much of the knowledge of the fub-

jecT: depends, that thefe conceilions

and declarations are ftated to have
been made during the great trans-

action of an union between the king-

dom of Poland and the great dutchy

of Lithuania. This was the great-

eft and molt conlequential event,

with reipect to the two nations, that

ever happened, and was happily

accoropliihed by this prince ; fo

tfcat
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that thefe conceffions are with juf-

tice to be regarded not only as

laws, but as parts cf the great fun-

damental compact, upon which the

union of the two nations depended.

That they were then regarded as

fuch, is evident from their being

included among the other general

and particular privileges, which

were granted during that tranfac-

tion, and afterwards received an

equal confirmation at the diet of

union, held at Lublin under the

fame prince in the year 1569, by
which the grand dutchy of Lithua-

nia was for ever united to the crown
of Poland.

Upon the death of Sigifmund

Auguftus, the Polifh conftitution

was entirely changed, and the na-

tion aflumed the form of a repub-

lic. His grandfather, Caffimir the

third, was the firft who convened

the nobility, in order to oblige

them to accept the new impofitions.

,

Sigifmund and his father ufed the

fame method ; but after his death

the whole legiflative authority fell

into the hands of the nobility.

At this period it is afferted, that

the Roman Catholics in the king-

dom did not bear a proportion in

number to the Greeks and Reform-
ed, of more than one to feven.

The Grand, MarQial Firley, who
convened the firft diet of the re-

public, that diet which formed its

prefent model, and made the crcvvn

elective, was a Proteftant. A per-

petual peace betwixt the Greeks,

the Roman Catholics, and the

Proteitants, was therein eftablifh-

ed, as a fundamental law of the

republic. The wars in Germany
under Charles the Fifth, and in

France under Catharine de lyiedi-

cis, made them fenfible of the ne-
cefiity they were under of tolerat-

ing each other. The Catholics

are faid to have been by far the

weakeft, and thought themfelves

happy in the conceflion made to

them, that the ecclefiaftical pro-

perty and revenues of Catholics

fhould not be given to any but the

members of their own comm union,

in the fame manner as thofe ap-
pertaining to Greeks were to be
bellowed on Greeks only. They
promifed to each other mutual de-

fence and afFe&ion, and that a dif-

ference in religion fhould never

prove the caufe of civil difieniion,

unanimoufly refolving to make an

example of that perfon, who under

fuch a pretext fhould excite difturb-

ance.

As this law has been repeated

in all the public a£ls, constituti-

ons, and padta conventa, from that

time to the prefent, it cannot but

be allowed to be a fundamental

one; nor can any other law be

produced, whofe fawftion has been

more folemnly, more conftantlv,

and more frequently repeated.

However, when the Roman Catho-

lics, after the death of Sigifmund

the third, had gained an evident

iuperiority, though they did not

think proper cpenly to controvert

it, yet they fhewed a difpofition,

when opportunity was favourable,

to infringe it, by placing under

their fignatures, Jafois ju*ibus ec-

citfia Roman* Catholic*, faving the

rights of the Roman Catholic

church; whereupon the Difiidents,

by way of reprifal, wrote under

their fignatures, falva face inter

DiJJidentes , faving the peace amongit

the Difiidents.

It appears from the infancy of

the republic, that the term Diffi-

dent* equally comprehended the

Greeks, Catholics, Reformed, and

Lathe-
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Lutherans. The words of that

famous conftitution which we have

juft mentioned, and which was

palled by the diet which formed

the republic in the year 1573,
are, Nos qui fumus DiJJidentes in re-

ligicne, i. e. We who differ in re-

ligious matters. In the fame con-

flitution it is declared, that they

•will acknowledge no man for king

cr "matter " that fhall not con-

firm by oath all the rights, privi-

leges, and liberties, which they

now enjoy, and which arc to be

laid before him after the election.

Particularly, he fhall be bound to

fwear, that he will maintain the

peace among the Diffidents in

points of religion." In the con-

ititutions of the fame diet are

the following remarkable ftipula-

tions : " We all engage, in our

own names, and in the names of

our fucceflbrs for ever, by the obli-

gations of our oath, of our faith,

of our honour, and of our con-

fciences, to preferve peace among
us who are DiJJidtnts in religion ; to

ihed no blood, nor to 'infiitt on

any one the penalties of confirma-

tion of goods, defamation, im-
prisonment, or exile, on account

of the difference of our faith, and

rites in our churches. More than

that, if any one fhould under-

take, for the above reafon, to fhed

the blood of his fellow.citizens,

we mould be all obliged to oppofe

him, even though he fhould fhel-

ter bimfelf under the pretext of a

decree, or any other judicial pro-

ceeding."

It would not be eafy to produce

inftances of equal moderation, in

matters of religion, amongft a peo-

ple who differed fo widely in their

opinions on that head, as thefe we
have fhewn; efpecially if it be

confidered that thefe conftitutions

were paffed by a fierce and war-
like nobility, each of whom was
not only a member of the general

fovereignty, ,which they had juft

taken into their own hands ; but

alfo looked upon himfelf, in his

own particular right, as in fome

degree a fovereign, as far as his

eftate and power extended. We
fhall pay the greater regard to the

memory of thofe illuftrious Poles,

if we^rcfleft that the age they lived

in was far from being a temperate

one, and that moderation was buc

little cultivated in the moft civi-

lized and beft regulated govern-

ments in Europe : at the fame time

it cannot be fufheiently lamented,

that their pofleriiy fhould fo fatally

lofe fight of the politic, humane,
and noble precedent, that was fet

them by their fathers.

Thofe who have not confi-

dered that perverfe difpofition,

by which almoft every denomina-

tion of mankind would endeavour

to plunder, enflave, and perfecute

every ether part of their own fpe-

cies ; and who have not obferved

that words can always be found,

when attended with power, to ex-

plain away the moft explicit fenfe,

and the moft indubitable rights;

may well be furprifed how a law,

fo folemnly paffed, and fo ufeful

to the whole community, could be

rendered fruitlefs. A law fan&i-

fied by the moft folemn ads, which

the framers bound themfelves and

x their pofterity by the moft facred

oaths to preferve inviolate to all

futurity, which formed a principal

part of the conftitution of the

ftate, and which every king at

his acceffion was fworn to obferve.

Yet this law, without any material

change, much lefs a fubverfion of

the
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the conflitution of the country, has

been manifeltly broken through,

while three of the religions, which

formed the original compact, have

been ipoiled of their rights, liber-

ties, and immunities, by the fourth

;

and all this outrage and wrong com-
mitted under colour and fanction of
the very laws they were tearing to

pieces at the inftant.

CHAP. IV.

The caufes afftgned for the great fuperioriiy ivhich the Roman Catholics in

Poland have acquired o-ver the Greeks and trotejlants. Account cf Sigif-

mund the Third. Treaty of Oli'va. Edicl againjl the Arians. Confuta-

tion of 17 1 7. Opprejfion of the Diffidents in confequence cf it. Confli-

tution of 1736. Confederaciesformed by the Diffident nobles. Decla, aiion

of the Emprefs of Ru/fia in their favour. Of the King of Prujfia, Cffr,

Malecontents. The diet meets ; fame ofthe members arrefed by the Ruffians „

A commijfion appointedfinally to fettle the affairs of the D.jfidents.

IT mull appear furprifing that

the Roman Catholics, who are

reprefented as having formed fo

lmall a part of the whole, at the

time of eftablifhing the republic,

and who, from their wcaknefs and

inability of defending themfelves,

feemed the moil liable to oppref-

fion, mould notwithstanding be-

come the moft numerous and
powerful, and be able to tyrannize

over the re It of their brethren. It

is not improbable that this part of

the picture has been a Httle over-

charged by the writer from whom
we derive our materials. Among
the many caufes by which this per-

fuafion is faid to have obtained the

afcendency, and by degrees the ex-

clufive poffeffion of government,
the following feem to be the prin-

cipal.

Upon the death of Sigifmund
Auguftus, and the foundation of

the republic, Szafraniec, a Prote-

ftant, was propofed for King, and
his acceffion wiihed by great num-
bers ; but the Diflidents in ge-

neral, from a grateful attachment
to the Jagellonic familv, preferred

Vol. X.

the intereft of the Princefs Anne,
filler to the late king, and made
it a rule, that whatever prince was
elected mould marry her. This
princefs, who had been all her life

in the hands of the Romifn clergy,

and was violently attached to their

principles, obliged Stephen Batho-

ri, who married her, to change his

religion. And what was attended

with much worfe confequences, put

her nephew Sigifmund, who (he af-

terwards had interefl enough to get

elected king upon the death of her

hulband, into the hands or the Je-
fuits for his education.

During the long inglorious

reign of her nephew, Sigifmund

the third, which laited for near

half a century, all the material

interells of the nation were en-

tirely neglected, and went ac-

cordingly to ruin. The bigctted

monarch's whole time was applied

to the bringing over of convert^

in which he neither regarded the

means ufed, nor the fincerity of

thofe converted ; and carried on

every degree of perfecution and

oppreffioa againft thofe, who had

[B] honelty
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honefly and refolution enough, nei-

ther to be debauched by rewards,

nor compelled by threats.

Jt is faid of this weak prince,

that the cooverfion of a Diffident,

the demolition of one of their

churches, or the founding of a

new college of Jefuits, were more

prfced by him than the gaining

of a victory, or the prefervation of

a province.

That the whole courfe of his

adminiflration was fo odious, that

even the Catholics, and the great

Zamoifky, his protector, who had

placed him on the throne, were

highly incenfed at his conduct,

and reproached him bitterly in

public for it. That by a con-

ftant perfeverance in this conduct,

his whole reign was a continued

feries of lofs and difgrace ; that

by it he loft the kingdom of Swe-

den, as well as the noble provinces

of Livonia, Wallachia, and Mol-

davia. That the misfortunes in-

curred by it, were not confined to

his reign, but are entailed upon

the lateft poilerity ; for the great

revolt of the Coflacks, which gave

fo irretrievable a fhock to the re-

public, was a confequence of it,

and concerted during his life. And
matters were carried to fuch a pitch

at home, that a great part of the

nation were at one time upon the

point of dethroning him.

People who take a tranfient and

diftant view of the affairs of Po-

land, and who, from its name and

form of a republic, look upon

their kings to be nearly nominal,

znd their power circumfcribed

within very narrow limits, will

be furprizedhow fo weak and bi-

-.'cttcd a prince could have the

power of doing fo much harm.

Uut the Kings of Poland have ftill,

in fome refpects, very great powers,

one of the principal of which, be-

iides the dependance that is natu-

rally created by the difpofal of go-

vernments, and all offices and
places of truft or emolument, is,

that thefe very offices are what

conftitute the fenate, none of the

members of which hold by any

hereditary right; fo that this body
bears a more juft refemblance to a

king's private council and admi-

nillration, than to an Englifh houfe

of lords, to which the Polifh wri-

ters fometimes compare it. It

fhould alfo be remembered, that

in the days of Sigifmund the third,

the Polifh nation were only newly

emancipated from the government

of a long line of hereditary kings,

from whom he was defcended on

the mother's fide, and under

many of whom, they had ar-

rived at the higheft degree of

fplendour and glory. The king-

dom of Sweden, which he pof-

feffed for a part of his reign, mult

have done more than contribute

to dazzle the eyes of the people

;

and if we take all thefe caufes to-

gether, we cannot avoid fuppofing

that he had very fuperior degrees

of power and influence, to what

have been poffefled by later mo-
narch s.

It is no wonder then that fuch

a prince, during the courfe of fo

long a reign, with emoluments,

honours, and preferments, to be-

llow in one hand, and perfecution

to threaten in the other, fhould

have made an infinite number of

profelytes. The event was an-

fwerable to what might have been

expected : bifhops abandoned their

flocks ; the priefts and people were

compelled to follow them. Eve-

ry gentleman who embraced the

Catholic
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Catholic faith, immediately de-

molifhed all the churches of the

Diffidents that were built upon
his eftates ; the tradefmen that

were fettled there difperfed them-
felves to other parts, and the pea-

fants were converted without dif-

ficulty. If the prieft or any of
the vaflals were firft converted,

they were fupported againft the

lord, who was 'compelled at length,

by a variety of chicanery and vex-
ation, either to become a convert,

or to difpofe of his eftate. In this

manner the Diffidents loft, during

the reign of Sigifmund, upwards
of an hundred churches ; and the

Catholics increafed to that degree,

that from live only, who were mem-
bers of the fenate in the beginning

of it ; at his death they amounted
to three parts of the whole affem-

bly.

Though the Diffidents were not

uniformly oppreffed during the

fucceeding reigns, yet they met
with fuch difcouragements, as

daily decreafed their numbers ;

and means were at length found

to keep them entirely

Anno 1660. out of the fenate. By
the treaty of Oliva/

notwithftanding the general in-

tention which then prevailed to

deprive the Swedes of every pre-

tence for ever again re-entering

Poland; yet it is itipulated by the

fecond article, « That all the fub-

jeds of the kingdom of Poland, of
what condition or religion foever,

were to enjoy for the future all

the rights and privileges, as well

temporal as fpiritual, which they

had enjoyed before the war." This
is the celebrated treaty, which we
have formerly taken notice of,

and which is fo often quoted

upon the prefent difputes ; and
it is to this treaty, that the great

mediating powers became gua-
rantees.

A fevere law was palled in the

following year, and in the fame
reign of John Cafimir, againft the
Arians ; who were charged with
blafphemy, and declared heretics

:

it was anb ordained, that all pro-
fecutions againft them, as being
the caufe of God ; fhould be de-
cided in the feveral courts, before

all other caufes. It was at the
fame time declared, that this law
had not the leaft reference to the

Diffidents, who were aflured in the
moft folemn manner, in the body
of the law itfelf, that they (hould

for the time to come be conti-

nued in the enjoyment of all their

rights, employments, and honours,

as before. I^otwithftanding thefe

exprefs ftipulations, this law has
iince proved a fevere fcourge to

the Diffidents; to whom the clergy

have applied it in all their fuits ;

efpecialiy during the reigns of the

two Saxon kings; who as new
Catholics, affected to be very zea-

lous to that religion, and violently

attached to the clergy of it. To
this very time, the trials of the

Diffidents are determined ex Re-
gijiro ,Ariamfmi ; and as a caufe

of this kind is branded with the

epithet of *« abominable;" fo no
one perfon will venture to efpoufe

the part of a perfon accufed under
this title.

Though the Diffidents met with

various and numberlefs oppref-

fions and injuries,, during the

courfe of the laft century ; yet

they were ftill regarded only as

acts of fudden violence or outrage,

and acknowledged to be contrary

[B] 2 to
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to the laws; which .were open to

applications for redrefs, when the

temper of the times was tranquil

enough to allow of it. But in

the prefent century, an advantage

has been taken, during the con-

fuiion which attended the troubles

in which the republic has been

{o deeply involved, to get laws

pafled which ftruck dire£t!y at all

the rights of the Diflidents, and

almoft at their very exigence; by

which it was intended, in procefs

of time, to bring the fecular power

to the aid of the ecclefiaftic ; and

frora that means to profecute

them, under an appearance of

juftice.

The firll: attempt of this nature

was in the diet that fucceeded the

troubles in the' year 1717; and

which met to ratify the treat) of

peace then concluded between

Peter the Great, Auguftus the

Second, and the republic. At
this diet, through the cunning of

Sieniawfky, Bilhop of Culm, an ar-

ticle was inferted in the treaty, as

explanatory of an ambiguous ar-

t
: cle of a conllttution, which had

paffed in the year 1632 ; by which

explanation, it was falfely pre-

fuppofed, that the Diflidents were

forbidden by the faid article, to

build any churches after that pe-

riod. This was managed fo art-

fully, that the very deputies of the

princes who ligned the treaty, and

Auguflus himfelf, imagined that it

only regarded the abufes intro-

duced by the Swedes during the

war, who had exerci fed public wor-

ship in fome of the royal cities,

where the Diflidents had no churches

C)igina!ly.

roT the better under/landing of

paflarge, it is necefTary to ob-

ferve, that frequent tumults hav-
ing happened, and much b'ocd

having been fpilt, by the riling

of the populace in the great cities

to demolifh the Ditfident church-

es ; the latter, for the fake of
peace, and to prevent bloodlhed,

confented to a constitution which
was paffed in the year 1632, by
which they were bound to build

no new churches in any of the

royal cities. But by this new
explanation, which now had the

force of a law, and the effects of

which loon began to appear; all

churches which had been built in

any part of the kingdom fince

that period, were ordered to be

pulled down ; and divine fervice

was only allowed in thofe that

were anterior to it. The nobles

who kept minifters in their hoofes,

and the minifters themfelves, were

in confequence of this inference

punifhed, by fines, imprifonments,

and banifhment ; and the fenfe of

the punifhments and indignities

was increafed from their being

inflicted by inferior courts com-
pofed chiefly of clergymen. This

method of procedure was the

more extraordinary and unjufh

as it was a direct violation of the

exprefs laws of the kingdom, by
which it had been always decreed,

that ecclefiaftical differences, in

which the Diflidents were concern-

ed, could only be brought before

the diet ; and were neither to be

tried or judged by any other tri-

bunal.

Though the true defign of this

proceeding was not avowed ; yet

fuch were the meafures taken, and

fo violent were the party who fup-

ported it, that at the time the

treaty was read, no perfon durft

give
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give his vote, or fpeak one word

againft it ; even the Prince Pri-

mate was not allowed to fpeak,

who thereupon, with many other

Roman Catholics, quitted the af-

fembly ; which has ever fince, from

that caufe, been itigmatized by

the name of the Mute Diet. The
treaty was read to the affcmbly,

and they all ftanding; and though

an affair of fo much confequence

in other refpefts to the nation,

yet to carry the favourite point,

it was, without debate or delibera-

tion, hurried through almoft in-

ftantaneoufly. Many of the Diffi-

dent deputies, however, protefted

againft it, and immediately quit-

ted the diet. The Primate alfo

and many Roman Catholics refufed

to aflent to it ; and as by the con-

ftitution of Poland, no conclufion

can be valid, that is not unani-

moufly agreed to by the whole

diet; fo nothing but the moft

injurious and unjuft force could

pafs this explanatory article as a

law.

Peter the Great wrote a very

ferious letter, in which he expreff-

ed great difpleafure, at the op-
prefliorvs that enfued in confe-

quence of this article. Auguftus

alfo publifhed an edift, to main-
tain the Diflidents in poflefiion of
their former liberties ; and a de-

ciaration, that the obnoxious ar-

ticle fhould not be prejudicial to

them. Neither the letter nor the

e jict were of any ufe to the Difli-

dents. Peter, who was their beft

friend, was at the prefent taken up
with other affairs ; and when he
was going to afford them effectual

redrefs, by fending an army into

Poland, he unfortunately for them
died. Auguftus had not power to

iierve them, nor had he inclina-

tion to difoblige the prevailing

party.

The oppreflions of the Diflidents

grew every day greater. To fuch,

a degree did the Bifhop of Wilna
inflame the minds of the people
againft them, that they were by
force drove out of the church, in

which they were to have taken the

oaths to qualify themfelves for

counfellors of the tribunals of Li-
thuania, to which they had been
legally chofen ; and from which
they were excluded under pretence
of the explanatory article, though
offices were not at all mentioned by
it. In every other refpecl matters

were carried againft them to the

moft extravagant pitch, under the

fame fpecious pretext; infomuch
that endeavours were ufed, to pre-

vent even their repairing their old

churches ; which were not in any
degree included in it.

In this fituatton did their affairs

continue till the election of Au-~
guftus the Hid. and the diet which
fucceeded to the troubles upon
that occaflon in 1736. From this

diet the Diflidents received a
deeper wound than they had ever
before experienced; for the consti-

tution of 17 1
7 was not only con-

firmed in its fulleft extent, but
they were alfo excluded from all

public offices ; and to fhut them
out from every hope of relief, it

was decreed, that fhould they im-
plore the interceflion of any fo-

reign power, they were declared

traitors to their country, notwith-

ftanding thofe were the very pow-
ers that were the guarantees of
the treaty of Oliva. The Protec-

tant country deputies of Pruflia

were prefent at this diet, and pro-

tefted againft the proceedings ;

but they were refufed to be heard,

[B] 3 neither
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neither was their proteft admitted

in any of the courts of judicature ;

which was a notorious and public

breach of the laws, as well as a

violence to the Diflidents.

From this period, till of late,

there were no permanent diets in

Poland, and the affairs of the Dif-

fidents fell every day into greater

confufion. At the diet of 1764,
b>th the two former fatal conftitu-

tions were confirmed ; and it was

enacted, that for the future, accu-

iations might be brought againft

the infractors of thofe laws, before

any of the courts of jullice without

distinction.

Our readers have already feen in

the laft volume, the proceedings in

the diet of that year; the applica-

tions that were made in favour of

the Diflidents by the mediating

powers ; and the declaration made
by the diet at its breaking up, in

anl'wer to them. We then fore-

saw that the [conclufions of the diet

were as little likely to give fatis-

faclien to the powers who had in-

terefted themfelves upon the occa-

fion, as they were to redrefs the

grievances of die fufferers. The
promife made by the declaration,

that the Diflidents fhould be fup-

ported in their privileges accord-

ing to the conftitutions of 171 7,

1736, and 1764., and that the bi-

ihops lhonld confider their reli-

gions griefs ; was in fact an aflu-

rance, that the three violent and
deltru&ive laws, which at once
ftruck at their rights, liberties, and
fafety, fhould be enforced to the
utmofl againft them ; and that their

grievances fhould, for the future,

be referred to their moft implaca-
ble enemies.

As this evafive, pitiful declara-

tion, unworthy the reprefentatives

of a great nation, could not fuc-

ceed with the powers for whom it

was intended; fo the Emprefs of

Ruflia, as one of the neareft and
the moll immediately concerned,

was the firft who fhewed her difap-

probation of it. In the mean time

the Diflidents, being fenfible that

mildnefs and fubmiflion would

only increafe their dangers and

hardfhips, under the prefent pre-

vailing party, who fought their

destruction to increafe their own
ftrength, and perhaps with a view

to unhinge every part of the com-
monwealth, in this fituation be-

gan to form confederacies in the

different parts of the kingdom, for

their mutual prefervation and de-

fence. Though their once nume-
rous and boafted nobility were at

prefent reduced to little more than

two hundred families, exclufive of
thofe in the duchy of Courland ;

yet they were animated to a bold

attempt, by a fenfe of the wrongs
they had fo long endured, the im-
mediate injuries which they all ex-

perienced, and the total deftruc-

tion which they believed was pre-

paring for them.

The firft aft of

confederacy was en- March ioth>

tered into at Sluck, 17&7-
by the nobles and
citizens of the Greek communion,
and the two evangelical confeffions

in the great dutchy of Lithuania.

This ac~i of confederacy was figned

by a number of the nobility, who
appointed Major General Grabow-
fki to be their marfhal, and a

council to aflift him. About the

fame time, a confe-

deracy was entered March 20th.

into at Thorn, by

the nobility of the kingdom of Po-

land, who appointed Lieutenant

Gene-
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General Goltze to be marfhal of
the confederacy, with a council con-

filling of twenty-four members to

affilt him. This aft of confederacy
was figned by three hundred and
eight members befides the marftial.

Many of the Catholics, urged by
various difcontents, mutt have join-

ed in this confederacy, eife it is

hardly conceivable, when the num-
bers of Diffident nobility are re-

duced to that lownefs, which we
have mentioned above, on the fame
authority with the reft of the ac-

count, fuch large bodies could have
been formed. In fome time after,

the three great cities of Thorn,
Elbing, and Dantzick, publifhed at

Thorn an aft of acceffion to this

confederacy.

In the mean time the Emprefs
of Ruflia fent a ftrong augmen-
tation to her forces that were
already in Poland, and pub-
lifhed a declaration, wherein, be-

fides 1 reiterating the former re-

monftrances and complaints which
(he had ineffectually made, fhe

animadverts feverely upon the con-

duit of the late diec ; avows her

approbation of the general confe-

deracies ; declares her intention to

fupport them with her utmoft

power j that fhe fhall look upon
any perfon or perfons that otter

them an injury, as her enemies;
and that her troops have .orders

to aft accordingly, and to procure
a full reparation from thofe who
lhould venture to attack them
either in their perfons or ef-

fects.

The Diffidents preferved a tem-
per and moderation in their afts

of confederacy, their manifeftoes,

and all their other writings upon
this occafion. They modeftly re-

capitulate their fufferings, they

make no remarks, nor ufe any
pointed inve&ives againft their

perfecutors; they talk with great

reverence of the Roman Catholic

religion j profefs the greateft re-

gard, love, and obedienc* to the

king and the republic ; and de-

clare that nothing but inevitable

neceffity, the fenfe of impending
danger, which threatened them and
their families with certain, and
almoft immediate deftrudtion, to-

gether with repeated evidences that

the laws were no longer a pro-

tection, and were broke through
in every inftance, could have urged
them to enter into their preient

union, though formed only for their

own defence. In a word, the whole
tenor of thefe writings fhewed that

they wanted nothing but to fit

down in peace and fecurity; and
every defire of diflenfion feemed
very remote from their prefent dif-

pofition.

The Pruffian minifter delivered

at this time a very ftrong decla-

ration from his matter, to the king
and the republic, wherein he com-
mented feverely upon the declara-

tion made by the diet to the fo-

reign minifters, and exprefTed great

difiatisfadtion at the contradiction,

duplicity, and injustice to the Dif-

fidents, which were couched in the

very terms of it. He complained

of the little attention that was paid

to his friendly reprefentations up-

on the fubject, declared his appro-

bation of the confederacy, and his

intention to coincide with the Em-
prefs of Ruflia in protecting of it,

and in procuring juftice tor the

Diffidents. The confederacy was
farther encouraged by the declara-

tions of England, Sweden, and
Denmark, which were all in its

favour. However, no power but

[B] 4 Ruflia
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Ruffia look a very aSive part in

this bufini

The example the Diffident s had

given of entering into a confede-

racy, was foon :ilowed by the

generality of the R.oman Catholic

nobility throughout the kingdom ;

io t.iat there were' twenty - tow
confederacies formed in the. great

dutchy of Lithuania only. As
thefe confederacies were formed in

opposition to fome political inno-

vations, they were diltinguifhed

from the Diffidents by the appella-

tion of Malecontents. Every one

of the confederacies had a claufe

inferted in their articlej, whereby

they acknowledged the jtWV.ce of

the claims made by the Di'lidents

;

and declared their refolution to have

them reinstated in their rights and

immunities.
* In the midft of all thefe com-

motions, the it.ric~r.eft order was

preferved throughout the

dom, and we fcarce hear an in-

stance of a Single outrage commit-
ted in any part of it. While af-

fairs were in this fituatior, Prince

Charles de Radzivil, remarkable

for being obliged to qui: his na-

tive country, and having his ef-

teues kid under fequeftration, for

the part he acled in oppofnion to

the election of the prefent king,

arrived in Poland ; he was receiv-

ed with the greateft joy by the

people, and was immediately de-

clared, with great power;, nor-
mal of the general cenfeder

Malecontents. This prince affum-

ed all the Slate and dignity of a

fovereign ; he published an uni-

veria!i3, in which he declares that

all thofe who do not adhere to the

general confederacy, fhall be treat*

ed as enemies to their country.

Among other extraordinary ads,

he prefcribed a new oath of fide,

lity to the king and to the general

confederacy: in this oath, along

with the fecurity of the Roman '

tho'ic religion, the riphts of the

Difiidents were included; and the

cheers of the civil and military

departments were obliged to take

it, or lofe their places. Some of

the great officers of ftate are faid

to have refigned their places, ra-

ther than take this oath : the new
Princ Primate took it voluntarily ;

Some of the other bifhop3 alio took

if.

The king Seems to have been a

filent Spectator of all thef; tranf-

aftions ; which, it cannot be ima-

gined, affbided him any degree of

pleafure. He gave an audience to

Prince Radzivil, which it was ob-

ferved continued only for a few

minutes : upon the whole, he (hew-

ed a coolneis and command of

temper, which has perhaps been

feldom feen in fuch circumftances,

but which was -very convenient,

where refiftance was impoffible. It

Should be obferved, that ail the dif-

ferent confederacies, whether Male-
contents or D :

flid-'nts, had taken at

their firft formation an oath of the

ftricleft fidelity to the king ; and
that it was alfo the firft part of the

cath that was prefcribed by Prince

Radzivil.

All parties feemed to agree, that

nothing could reftore the peace of

the republic, but the Summoning
of an extraordinary diet : this

meafure was adopted, and the

king illued orders accordingly.

The dietines were in many places

very tumultuous, and fome lnif-

chief was done ; ome of the no-

bility cried out, that they made a

part of a free people, and ex-

claimed againft a foreign military

force.
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force, and the pretences of an af-

firmance that ruled with the great-

eft degree of defpotifm. In fome

places the Ruffian officers,
- who at-

tended at all the dietines, were in-

fulted; however their, oppofition

fhewed rather their difcontent than

their power. It was evident that

the diet was only a form ; and

that the Emprefs of Ruflia was the

only governing power in Poland.

The moil refraftory of thefe no-

bles were fufficiently punifhed ;

the Ruffian troops being fent to

live at free quarter upon their

ellates. In the mean time, the

tribunal of the general con-

Sept, federacy was opened with

25th. great folemnity, in the pa-

lace of Prince Radzivil;

where the re-union of the confe-

deracy of the Diffidents, and of the

general confederacy of the Male-
contents, was declared.

At length, the fo much
Oft. wiihed and hoped for event

5 th. took place ; and the diet

met at Warfaw. The king

began, by addrefling the affembly

with a moft pathetic fpeech, in

which he ftrongly recommended
concord to the members. This

was followed by a fpeech from the

TJithop of Cracow, much to the

fame purpofe as that he had made
laft year; he inveighed warmly
againft the pretenfions of the Dif-

fidents, and reminded the king in

the ftrongeft terms of the oath he

had taken to fupport the Catholic

faith; and concluded by obferv-

ing, that it was not fufficient for

his majefty ,to bear the title of an

orthodox prince, but that he fhould

be fo in reality. The diet, with-

out proceeding to the election of a

marfhal, agreed, that prince Rad-
zivil ihould perform the functions

of that office.

Having met again on the next

day, the affair of the Diffidects

was carried on with great warmth,
This induced Prince Radzivil to

adjourn the diet to the 12th, in

hopes that fome of the prefent

heat would wear off, and that a
better method of treating the af-

fair might be concerted in the in-

terval. During this time every

expedient was ufed, to qualify the

heat of the oppofite party, and
to bring them into a difpofition

favourable to a happy accommo-
dation. A plan was alfo concert-

ed, which it was thought would
be the moft effectual one to an-

fwer the defired purpofes; which
was, that the diet mould appoint

a certain number of commiffioners,

out of the three oroers of the ftate,

to whom it fhould grant full pow-
ers to fettle with the Ruffian em-
baflador, and finally to conclude

upon all matters relative to the

Diffidents.

All the attempts to introduce

good temper, or even moderation,

proved fruitlefs; and this third

meeting of the diet proved more
turbulent and tumultuous than the

others. The bifhops of Cracovia,

Kiovia, and fome other prelates,

together with f'jveral of the mag-
nates, fpoke with more vehemence
than ever, againft all the preten-

fions of the Diffidents, and de-
clared they never would confent

to the eftablifhment of a commif-
fioh with full powers to enter into

conferences with the Ruffian em-
balTador upon that fubject. Seve-

ral of the deputies anfwered them
with great warmth ; and the ani-

mofity among them rofe to fuch a
degree, that the marfhal was ob-
liged to prorogue the meeting to

the 1 6th.

The
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The Ruffian troops, who had
for fomc months nearly furround-

cd as well as interfered the king-

dom of Poland, had now clofely

in veiled the city of Warfaw, ,and

were in pofieffion, and kept ftrift

guards upon all the avenues lead-

ing to it. The day after this tu-

mult in the diet, fome detach-

ments of their troops entered the

city, and having feized the Bi-

ihops of Cracow and Kiovia, to-

gether with Count Rzewufki, the

Waywode of Cracovia, and his

fon, and fome othrr deputies, they

carried them ofFprifoners. As no-

body knew at firft the destination

of thefe grandees, nor even where
they were carried to, this affair

caufed a great and general conller-

nation. But though it intimidated

fome of the deputies belonging to

that party ; yet it only ferved to in-

flame others. Many people blamed
the noble prifoners for the virulent

1 and unguarded expreffions they had
made ufe of, in fpeaking of fome
of the great powers who had inte-

refted themfelves in favour of the

Diffidents. On the other hand it

was alleged, that every deputy at

the diet ought to fpeak his fenti-

ments freely, and that if he ex-

ceeds the bounds of decency, with

refpect to any foreign power, it be-

longs to the tribunals of the king-

dom to proceed againil him judi-

cially for it.

In this critical fituation, the

king feemed to have need of the

greateil wifdom, and of the ut-

raoft extent of capacity, to devife

means to guard againil the dan-
gers with which the flate was
furrounded ; the hope of which,
from the turbulence of the diet,

grew every day more precarious.

His majelly is fald to have deli-

vered himfelf in the following

terms, in a conference he had
upon this fituation of affairs

:

" There is little knowledge re-

quired to govern a veffel when the

winds are favourable. A fkilful

pilot mould know how to with-

ffand tiie ilorm without abandon-

ing the helm. I have fcveral times

entertained the defign, aa I ftill do,

of abdicating the crown, the bur-

then of which I feel, but that my
love for my country made me alter

my refolution. Yoi>- ought all,

gentlemen, to conhder the me-
lancholy circumftances which you
have drawn upon us. I have con-

fhncly employed all my endeavours

for the good of the Mate ; but few

among you have affilted me with

your iupport; and I find myfelf

abandoned by the greater part

:

yet I can affure you, that if I had

taken the courfe of abandoning

you in my turn, you would now
have found yourfelves in a miferable

fituation."

The fourth meeting of q„ ,

the diet, notwithllanding , ,

the abfence of the moll

turbulent members, was extremely

tumultuous, and great heat and ani-

mofity was (hewn by the different

parties. The King, ^he Prince

Primate, and the Nuncio of Po-

dolia, made very pathetic and
conciliating fpeeches ; but it feem-

ed as if nothing could calm the

violent fpirit which poffefled the

members. However, the diet hav-

ing again met the following day,

it was at lafl concluded, after long

debates, to adopt Prince Radzi-

vil's propofal, and to appoint a

commiffion to fettle the affairs of

the Diffidents. This commiffion

confided at firft of fourteen mem-
bers, but was increafed to about

fixty;
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fixty ; their meetings were ia the

houfe of the Ruffian embaflador

;

and the diet, to give them time

finally to fettle, and thoroughly to

examine into, the important fub-

je£l in which they were engaged,

was prolonged to the firif, of Fe-

bruary.

To this commiffion the republic

of Poland is indebted for the pro-

fpecl: of a lafting harmony be-

tween the different parts of which

it is compofcd ; and the Diflidents,

for the rdloration of their juft

rights and privileges, and their

future fecurity in the enjoyment

of them. The commiffion-

Nov. ers, after many meetings,

zoth. at length figned their reso-

lutions, which were then

tranfmitted to Mofcow for the ap-

probation of the Emprefs ; after

which they are to be patted into a

law, and confidered as one ofthe

fundamental conftitutions ofthe re-

public.

Though thefe refolutions are not

'authentically publifhed; yet they

are known to be founded upon
the following bafis ; That the Ca-
tholic is to be confidered as the

predominant religion in Poland

;

of which profefTion the king is al-

ways to be. That the Diifidents,

both clergy and laity, with refpecl:

to worfhip and all other matters,

are to poflefs equal rights, pri-

vileges, and immunities, with the
Roman Catholics. And that a
fuperior tribunal, confiding of an
equal number of members of t'.ie

three religions, is to be formed:
the prefident of which is to be
a Roman Catholic, a Greek, or a
Proteftant, alternately ; and that

all difputes whatfoever, relative

to the Diflidents, are to be judged
by it.

During thefe tranfactions, feve-

ral applications were ineffectually

made for the enlargement of the

grandees who had been feized by
the Ruffians : Prince Repnin, how-
ever, fatis fied the minds of the

people, by declaring they were not

in clofe confinement, but were at

large under the care of a detach-

ment at Wilna, where they were
treated with all the refpeft due to

their quality. The Emprefs of
Ruffia, upon an application that

was made on this fubjeft, is faid

to have made anfwer, that thefe

nobles were pofleffed with fo tur-

bulent a fpirit, that their liberty

would deftroy all the pains fhe had
taken for the peace and happinefc of
the republic.

CHAP. V.

Spain. Meafures relative to the expuljion of the Jefuits ; the caufes that

are ajjignedfar that proceeding. The houfes of that fociety in every part of
Spainfeized by the king's troops ; the members arrejled, and their effecls

fequejiered. The King of Spain's ordinance againfl thefociety. The Je,~

fuits tranfported to Civita Vecchia ; but are notfujfered to be landed : from
thence they are carried to Corfica. The fefuits in Mexico, and all the other

Spanijh colonies, arrejled, and their property feized. Similar meafures pur-

fued in Naples and Sicily.

TH E expulfion of the Jefuits moft remarkable incidents tha

this year from the Spanilh ha; happened in the courfe of the

dominions, is perhaps one of the prefent century. This event was
not
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not more extraordinary in its na-

ture, than it was unexpected at the

time, and unforeseen by the f>.

ers. Mankind have beiield with

amazement a nation, not only the

molt violently attached to the Ro-
man Catholic religion, but alio to

the principles, interelts, and views

of the court of Rome, fuddenly

deitroy, and almoll totally annihi-

late, a religious order, which had

its birth and nurture in itielf, and

that had been long looked upon as

the principal ftrength and fuppoit

of the papal power.

This order, which had fo long

ruled the cabinets and guided the

confeiences of kings ; which had

extended its power and influence

into every quarter of the world;

and which had great poffemons,

and it ill greater connections, in

the very country from which it

was proscribed ; now beheld its un-

happy members, fugitives, out-

catts of all mankind, refufed ad-

mittance by every nation in Eu-

rope, even by the fovereign pon-

tiff, to whom they were fo zeal-

c^:lv attached ; and after wander-

ing about the feas, failing from

port to port, enduring numberlefs

liardmips, and finding every port

fhut againft them, were at lalt-

happy to meet an afylum, which

was procured for them with great

difficulty in the barren ifland of

Corfica.

Such is the uncertainty of hu-

man affairs, and fuch the influence

that time has upon opinions, that

this mighty blow was (truck with-

out the leaft difturbance; with

fcarce a murmur from the fuffer-

ers, and fc3rcely a remonftrance

in their favour from thefe they

might have thought their friends.

The time has been, when an u;-

tempt of the fame nature might
have overturned the belt, founded
government in Chriilendom.

This event fufficiently fhews the

great latitude that a freedom c/
thought and enquiry has gained in

countries that were hitherto the

mod wedded to par:icular forms

and opinions. It alfo evidently

ihew. , that bigotry is not the

reigning vice of the prefentage;

whatever complaint may with too

much juiiice be made of the progrefs

of infidelity.

The real motives for this extra-

ordinary expulf:on have not been
declared ; thofe general ones, that

have been given out, are found-

ed only upon uncertain furmifes.

The king, in the ordinance which

he ilfued for their baniihment,

talks only in general terms of
keeping his people in due fubor-

dination, of tranquillity, juitice,

&c. but profefles other juit, ur-

gent, and neceflary caufes, wh'ch

he referves within his own breait,

This compendious method of con-

demnation, for caufes referved in

the judge's breaft, and only known
to him, who is at once the accufer,

judge, and avenger of crimes, which

he does not fpecify, may upon

many occaiions be very ufeful to

fovereigns. But however this or-

der may have merited the rigo-

rous treatment, which they met on
this occafion, the mede and cir-

cumftances of the proceeding a-

gainlt them furnifh a ftriking in-

stance of the miferable insecurity

of private property, and the con-

tinual danger which all the natural

rights of mankind are in of being

violated under a defpotic govern-

ment.

Some are of opinion, that the

Jeiuits had been the fecret initi-

gators
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gators of all the late tumults that

had happened in Spain ; and con-

fequently of the*bani(hment of the

Marquis de Squillacci, the king's

favourite minifter. Others attri-

bute to them fchemes ftill deeper

laid and more dangerous, which,

they fay, the king fortunately dis-

covered in time. It is poflible

that the example fet by France and

Portugal, together with the pow-
erful influence which the former

power has upon the coart of Mad-
rid, might have -had its full weight

upon this occafion. The Spaniards

in general are much averfs to this

French influence ; and it is aflert-

ed that the jefuits, probably from
refentment of the fuflerings of their

brethren in France, had taken great

pains to encourage and heighten

this diflike.

Many other caufes have been af-

ligned, which might have contri-

buted to the extirpation of this

fociety. Their conduct in Para-
guay, with refpect to the kings of
Spain and Portugal; the contu-

macy with which they not only

refufed to fubmit to their edicts,

but even oppofed their troops in

the field ; might have given juft

grounds for the court of Spain to

free itfelf from a body full of am-
bition and of power. They are§

alfo faid to have monopolized, in

a great degree, the commerce in

the Spanilh Well Indies, to the

great prejudice of the ftate, as

well as to the detriment of indi-

viduals; and they are charged
with holding opinions, and pub-
lishing tenets in their writings,

which were not only destructive

to religion, but fubverfive of all

kingly government.
The fecrecy with which all the

meafnres leading to this event were

conducted, and the filence with.

which they were put in execution,

were circumftances as remarkable
as any that attended it. The Je-
fuits, notwithstanding their exten-

five correfpondence and connec-
tion, and their ufual good intelli-

gence, were furprized in their beds,

without the leafl: time to avert the

danger, or the fmalleli warning of
the impending blow. This will

appear the more extraordinary, as

the king's ordinance, which was
publiflied upon the occafion, fhews,

that theie meafures were the re-

fult of a council, held the 29th of
the preceeding January ; and that

the king's commilhon to the count

de Aranda for the execution of
them, was ifiued on the 27th of
February.

Between eleven and
twelve at night, the Mar. 31H,
fix different houfes of 1767.
Jefuits in the city of
Madrid, were furrounded by large

detachments of regular troops

;

who, having got open the out-

fide doors, the bells were imme-
diately fecured, and a fentry

placed at the door of each cell.

When every neceflary meafure was
taken, the Jefuits were ordered to

rife; and, being aflembled, they

Mrs acquainted with the king's

commands, and were then aflifted

in packing up fuch things as were
requifite for their journey. In the

mean time, all the hired coaches

and chaifes in Madrid, together

.with feveral waggons, had been,

fecured, and diflributed in proper
places ; fo that, without any lofs

of time, they began their journey

to Carthagena very early in the

morning, and were efcorted by a

flrong and numerous guard. All

this was effected without the leaft

noife
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noife or difturbance ; the inhabit*

ants of Madrid were in their beds,

and knew nothing of what paffed

till they heard it to their great fur-

prife in the morning, when the af-

fair was entirely over.

On the third day after, in the

morning, the Jefuits college at

Barcelona was inverted by the civil

and military power ; the members
were fent off guarded for tranf-

portation, as thofe at Madrid had

been ; and their effects were feized

upon and fealed up. The fame

meafures were put in execution at

the fame hour in every part of

Spain. The packets, which con-

veyed the orders upon this fubject

to the governors, were inclofed in

letters, which gave directions, that

they mould not be opened till a

certain hour ; after which no per-

fon, to whom any part of the or-

ders were communicated, was to

quit the governor's fight till they

were executed. In the mean time

orders were fent to the fea-ports,

to examine all perfons who fhould

attempt to take their paffage to

any part of the Spanilh Indies,

and to keep the ftricleft watch,

that no Jefuit, in any difguife,

fhould pafs that way. Ships were
alfo provided, and the prifoners

were by different embarkations con-,

veyed to Italy.

The king then publifhed his

pragmatic fanflion, or royal ordi-

nance, for the expulfion of the Je-
fuits. By this ordinance, the tem-
poralities of the company, in every

part of the Spanilh dominions, are

feized to the king's ufe. In the

temporalities are included all their

goods, chattels, and eftates of
every fort, but without prejudice

to the real incumbrances affecting

fuch eftates. The priefts belong-

ing to the fociety are to have fmalJ

liie annuities. The foreign bro-

thers, which were pretty nume-
rous, were entirely excluded from
the benefit of thefe alimentary an-

nuities, which were confined to na-
tive Spaniards.

It was declared by this ordi-

nancej that if any of the expelled

Jefuits fhould quit the ecclefiafti-

cal ftate, into which they were to

be tranfported, or fhould, by their

actions or writings, give the court

any juft caufe of refentment, fuch

perfons fhould be immediately de-
prived of the penfions affigned

them. But the fevereft injunction

of all, and which made their hopes

of a livelihood entirely precarious,

was, that if the company caofed

or permitted any of its individuals

to write any thing contrary to the

refpeft and fubmiffion due to the

king's refolution, under title or

pretext of apologies or judica-
tions, tending to difturb the peace

of his kingdoms, or fhould in any
other manner, by their private

emiffaries, make attempts of that

nature; in fuch cafe, which was,

however, faid to be unexpected, the

whole penfions were to ceafe and
determine.

By the other atticles, no part

t nor body of the company, nor any
individual belonging to it, are

ever to be re-admitted, under any
pretence, or for any caufe what-

soever ; nor is the council, or any
other tribunal, ever to admit of
any application upon that fubject.

On the contrary, the magiltrates

are to exert the mod rigorous mea-
fures, and to punifh, as difturbera

of the public peace, all the abet-

tors of fuch an attempt. All cor-

refpondence with Jefuits is forbid-

den under the fevereft penalties.

Silence
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the holy church, I acquaint its fu-

preme head. I recommend your
holinefs to the divine keeping."

Silence is Strictly enjoined to all

the king's fubjects upon this oc-

casion ; and any peribn who ven-

tures to write, declaim, or make
any Stir, for or againlt, thefe mea-
fures, is declared guilty of high-

treafon. This law is extended to

all the king's dominions, as well

in the Indies, as in Europe and
elfewhere.

In the mean time, the news of

this event was received at Rome
with the greateft aftoniShment

;

and before it could in any degree

wear off, fourteen traniports, un-

der convoy of three Spanish men
of war, arrived at Civita Vecchia,

with 970 Jefuits on board. The
governor refufed to let them land

till he had received initrudions,

and immediately difpatched an ex-

prefs to Rome. The arrival of

this exprefs threw the people into

a great ferment, and the pope im-
mediately fummoned a congrega-

tion of cardinals to confult upon
the occafion. The refult of this

council was absolutely to forbid

the reception of the Jefuits in the

ecclefiaftical dominions ; and or-

ders were given to the governor
of Civita Vecchia, to take fuch

methods as mould effectually pre-

vent their being landed.

About tnis time the King of
Spain was faid to have wrote the

following laconic letter to the pope,

as an explanation of the motives for

bis procedure again the Jefuits :

" Holy father,

"All my tribunals having judged
that the fathers Jefuits are of no
fervice to my kingdoms, I could
do no lefs than conform to their re-

prefentations. Of this, as a fon of

Thefe reafons not appearing
fatisfactory, two coariers were
fent to Madrid, who, it is faid,

made the following reprefentations:

That, if the Jefuits are guilty,

they are not fufficiendy punished;

but too much fo, if they are in-

nocent. That the laws feem to

require, that citizens ihall not be
driven from their country, till

they have undergone a trial, to

make evident the proofs of their

crimes. That as to the re It, tho*

it is in the power of his Catholic

majelty to treat his fubjects in fuch

a manner as may feem fit and
convenient to him ; yet he cannot

oblige any other fovereign to give
them an afylum in his dominions.

That if the Catholic powers Should

all think proper to fupprefs the

different religious orders in the

countries under their dominion,

and confign them to the difpofal

of his holinefs, not only the ec-

clefiaftical ftate, but the whole
country of Italy, would be too

fmall to contain fuch a number of
new inhabitants.

No notice was taken of thefe re-

prefentations. In the mean time

the convoy at Civita Vecchia, af-

ter lying fome time in the har-

bour, received orders to proceed

to Baftia ; and the French court

made ufe of its influence with the

republic of Genoa, to receive the

Jefuits in the towrs that remained

in its hands in the ifland of Corfica.

At length the em-
barkation from Civita May 2 2d;

Vecchia arrived at

Baftia j
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Baftiaj here they were as un-

fortunate as before; matters were
not yet brought to a conclusion

between the French and Genoefe,

and they were obliged to remain

en board, in the harbour. Three
other embarkations took at differ-

ent times th? fame route as the

firSl, to Civita Vecclua ; where
meeting with the fame fate, they

afterwards proceeded to Corfica,

where they lay in the harbours of
Baflia and San Fiorenzo, but were
not admitted to land. The con-

ditions being at laft fettled with

the republic, the different em-
barkations received or-

July 8th. ders to fail to Calvi,

Algaiola, and Ajaccio:

at which ports the tranfports were
difburdened of their unhappy
freight ; and the furviving Jefuits,

to the number, it is faid, of 2,300,
were landed.

Without confidering the reli-

gious or political tenets of this

fociety ( which appear to have
been dangerous, from the g

1

:

perfecution raifed againft them in

fo many countries of their ov.n

perfuafion) we are obliged, as men,
to Sympathize with them in the

rrnferies which they underwent in

their exile. The lying crowded
for three months aboard tranf-

ports, in the hotteft feafon of a
hot climate, would be reckoned a

fevere trial to land-men of the moil
Tobuff constitution?. In this cafe

we fee a number of men of all

ages, and in every ftate of health,

not inured to hardships, bred up
to letters and a fedentary life ; the

constitutions that naturally at-

tend that courfe of life, farther im-
paired by the grief, anxiety, and
horror, which molt be the confe-

qnence of banishment from their

native country, from fiiends, re-

lations, and thofc ties {o dear to

mankind ; and in that fituation,

obliged to undergo hardships,

which prove fo fatal to the hardicfl

and beil-feafoned troops. The
confequences were what might
have been naturally expected :

they died in great numbers; and
the general calamity was increaSed

upon individuals by Some of the

Ships being fjparated in Storms,

and toSTed about the iflands of the

Archipelago fcr feveral weeks.

As if all this had been only a
prelude to the misfortunes of the

Jefuits, the parlia-

ment of Paris pub- May 13th.

liShed an arret againft

them, wherein they were declared

enemies to fovereigns and the pub-
lic tranquillity of kingdoms; and
all thofe v ho had been indulged
win the liberty of Slaying in the

kingdom by the edict of Novem-
ber, 1764, were ordered to quit

it in fifteen days, under pain of
criminal profecution. By this ar-

ret, they are forbid ever to return,

under any pretence whatfoever

;

and the king is to be fupplicated

to apply to the pope, and to all

other Catholic fovereigns, and en-

gage them to aboliSh a fociety fo

dangerous to Christianity and go-
vernment. The other articles of

this arret Seemed to be a tranfeript

of thofe published in the ordinance

at Madrid.

The King of Spain's orders re-

lative to the jefuits were as well

executed in the SpaniSh colonies

as they had been at home. In the

month of July the Jefuits of Mex-
ico, to the number of 700, were

fuddenly arrciled, without the

lea ft
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leaft previous notice, and ftronglv

fecured till fhips could be provided

to convey them home. The fame

meafures were as effectually purfued

in other parts of the Spanifh foreign

dominions ; and fhips have fince

continually arrived in the ports of

there is fcarcely an inftance in hif-

tory of any body of men fo entirely

cut off and feparated from the reft

of mankind. When affairs were
entirely fettled in Spain, and the
novelty of the transaction began to

wear off; the ftorm, which had
Old Spain, with cargoes of prifon- been for fome time expefted, fell

ers on board.

It is faid that the confifcated

eflates and effects of the Jefuits in

the provinces of Mexico only,

were computed to amount to the

immenfe value of 77 millions of

piaflers, or 385 millions of French

livres. It is alfo faid that the

effects which were found in their

warehoufes in the different ports

of Old Spain were valued at a pro-

digious fum ; and that the Jefuits

of Peru, and the foutbern pro-

at laft upon the Jefuits in Naples.
The different houfes belonging to

the fociety in that capital, were
fuddenly inverted by the civil and
military power, their effects feized,

and the members made
prifoners. The garri Nov. 20th.

fon in the mean time
patrolled the city under arms, and
prevented all dilturbances.

The fame meafures were taken
in every part of the kingdoms of
Naples and Sicily, where the Je-

vinces of the Spanifh Weft-Indies, fuits had poifeflions ; and the pri-

were richer than thofe of Mexico, foners were without ceremony, or

If thefe facts arc truly Mated, we leave being aiked, alj convoyed
may perhaps be able fiorn t'»em in.o the Pope's dominions; the

to form a more juft conclufion of vicinity of whofe territories made
the caufes that brought on the de- every fcheme of oppofitirn fiuitlefs.

ltructior. of this fociety, than thcfe

that have been already afTigned.

Immenfe property in private hands,

whether communities or (ingle per-

fo.ns, has even in free countries

been always attended with im-
minent danger to the polleffcrs.

In arbitrary governments, the only

fecurity that can attend fuch pro-

perty, depends upon the wants, the

The court of Rome complained
loudly at this outrage, and pre-

fentei memorials to all the fo-

reign minif;ers in that city, la
tbeie memorir.ls, the Pope com-
plains, that the King of Naples
has violated, in the fir ft place,

the divine right, by the manner
in which his foldiers entered into

holy place -, and by the fequef-

difpofition, or the caprice of a king tration of the ecclefiaftical reve-

or a minuter ; a tenure of all

others the molt precarious and dan-

gerous.

Mod of the Catholic powers in

Europe had published edicts, du-

ring thefe tranfactions, to forbid,

under fevere penalties, the recep-

tion of the expulfed Jefuits in any

nues, without confulting the bi-

fhops ; fecendly, the right of man-
kind, by forcibly depofiting fome
of his fubjects in the dominions

of his holinefs, and by marching
his troops into a country tnac was

not his own ; and laftly, the right

of good neighbourhood, in not

part of their dominions ; fo that communicating his defign to the

Vol. X. [Cj Pope,
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Pope, bo.h as the head of the

church, and as a temporal prince,

who has the Supreme fovcreignty

over Naples.

Thefe memorials produced the

fame effecl, which the remon-
flrances of weak princes to their

powerful neighbours generally do;
they were carelefly anfwered, and
no farther notice taken or them.

The cardinal Orfni, the Neapo-
litan minifler at Rome, made a

verbal declaration to the following

purport: " That every fovereign

-having a rij.ht to drive from his

dominions perfons convicted of

being enemies thereof," no other

means could be found of getting

rid of thofe fathers, than cauling

them to be efcorted to the ecclefi-

allical flate, fince the kingdom of

G1S TER, 1767.

Naples had no other frontiers ; and
that, as to the confiicatiori and ma-
nagement of the effect 5 of the fo-

ciety, it no lefs belonged, by the

lame right of fovcreignty, to the

royal trealury.

It is laid, that the number of

Jefuits tranfported from the king-

dom of Naples, excluhve of thoie

from Sicily, to the papal domi-
nions, amounted to fifteen hun T

dred. This inundation of llran-

gers was the more fenfibly felt, as

there had been fo great a fcarcity of

corn for fome years in the ecclefi-

ailical ltate, that it was with the

great-ell care and difficulty that they

could guard againft a famine, be-

iides that eight hundred of the Por-

tugal Jefuys were ftili alive, and
unprovided Jor there.

CHAP. vr.

Of Co-Jica ; its ancient Jiate ;
gritted by a Pope to the republic of Pifa ;

conquered by the Genoefe ; opprejjive and impolitic government of it. Tie

CorBeans cjf\r to fubmit them/elves to the Turks. The beginning of the

prejent ironbus in that ifland ; the Prince of Wirtemberg tvith an imperial

army compels the matecontents to lutmit. The troubles begin again. Theo-

dore proclaimed king. French army Jubdiie the ijlar.d ; but upon their de-

parture, the malecontents rene-w the war with morefury than ever. Pajcal

Paoii declared general of the Corfcans ; he drives tht Genoeje to the for

-

tifitd towns upon the coafts ; and ejlablijhes a regular government. The

ccr.quejl / the ifand oj Caprcja.

TH E Urenuous efforts which

have been made for a num-

ber of years, by the natives of the

ifland of Corficit, to recover their

liberty rroin the Genoefe ; have in

a cot'fideralle degree attracted the

attention of the other nations of Eu-

feem difpofed to efiablifh a regu-

lar and permanent form of govern-

ment ; a mealure, which the Ge-
noefe, without foreign aliiilance,

are in no degree capable of pre-

venting.

Republics, though fond of boaft-

ope. This feeras now to be more ing of the great advantages of free-

particularly the cafe; as under the dom, yet feem to think it tco

conduct of their preient chief, great a blefiing to be communi-

they no: only bid fair for being cated to others, fo they are looked

entirely independent, but they upon to be the worll maffers in

have drawn the outlines, and the world. The Italian republics

have
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have not efcaptd this cenfure ; and
one of the wifeft of them is faid

to have fuffered feverely, and to

have loll great power and property,

by incurring it. Under fuch a

mode of government, it is pro-

bable that the Corficans had fre-

quent and fufHcient caufes of com-
plaint.

It was the peculiar unhappinefs

of the inhabitants of this iiland,

that they were in all ages a prey to

foreigners ; doomed to feel the

iroi hand of oppreffion from every

comr, they never leem to have had
a fixed or permanent government
of their own. This continual Hate

of oppreffion depended in a great

meafjre upon their central iitua-

tion ; in a manner furrounded by
great, warlike, and powerful na-

tions.

This ifland, after a continued

feries of revolutions, if palling

from the hands of one tyrant to

another may be cp.lled fo, was at

length granted by one of the

popes to the republic of Pifa,

which was then a very coniiderable

maritime ftate. In the long wars
which enfucd between this repub-

lic and that of Genoa, Corlica

was a particular object of their

contention ; and, after a tedious

ftruggle, was conquered by the Ge-
noele about the beginning of the

fourteenth century. The conduct

of the Genoefe in the govern-
ment of this ifland, feems in ge-
neral to have been cruel, arbi-

trary, and impolitic. So large a

number of nobles, who looked
upon themfelves as joint monarchs
of an ifland, which increafed their

vanity by having the name of a
kingdom, wanted" each in his own
individual perfon, to fhew fome
extraordinary exertion of power,

that might perpetuate his fame as

a fovereign. Senfible alfo of their

own weaknefs, their councils were

guided by continual fear and dif-

truft ; fo that their fyftem feemed
.to be rather to keep the ifland de-

fart and barbarous, in hope of fe-

curity in the poffeffion, than to

fuffer any improvement that could

make it beneficial either to the na-

tives, or themfelves.

The Corficans were far from be-

ing paffive during this long courfe

of oppreffion. In the 16th century

they carried en a bloody ar.j def-

perate war, winch continued fe-

veral years, and in which they were

very near fucceeding againlt the

Genoefe ; and when at lafl thev

were overcome, they offered to

fubrait themfelves to the Turks,
rather than return under the yoke
of their old mailers.

The prefent troubles began a-

bout the year 1729 ; it is true,

there, have been fome intervals of

tranquillity, but they were only of

a fhort continuance, and peace

has never fince been thoroughly

ellablifhed in the ifland. The
Genoefe, after feveral encounters

finding ti:eir own force inef-

ficient to reduce the maleccntents,

were obliged to call in an impe-
rial army under General Vvach-

tendenck to their affiftance ; but

this army being alfo unable to

reduce the Corficans, a itronger

was obliged to be brought in un-

der the command of the Prince of

Wirtemberg. The Ccrficans, una-

ble to refill lb fuperior a force, were

obliged to come into a treaty under

the emperor's guarantee. The gain-

ing of this point is faid to have coft

the Genoefe thirty millions of

French livres : the troubles arofe

from the cruel treatment of a poor

[C] 2 woman,
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woman, for a fingle paolo, about

five pence Engliih, which was her

fhare of" a tax lhat flie was unable

to pay.

'I ho peace was but cfihort du-

ration : Soon after the departure

of the imperial troops, the Ger.o-

rc faid to have broke through

every article of the treaty,

1734. ar.d hoftilitics were again

renewed wlih as much rnge

as ever. Th« Genceie, now left

to their own ftrength, carried on

the war with little fuccefs ; there

was a great deal of blood fpilt, and

much mifchief done, but no effec-

tual fervice performed ; and while

the country was continuully wafted

by both parties, its mountainous

nature greatiy befriended the na-

tives. At this time Giafferi, who

was'tbe chief of the Corficans in

both thefe infurrecYions, chofe for

his colleague, Giacinto Paoli, fa-

ther to the prefent General of that

nation.

The Genoefe were greatly era-

barraffed ; they hired a body of

Swiis and Grifons, who from the

mountainous nature of their coun-

try, they thought might have been

fitter for the Corfi can- iervice than

their own troops. They alio pub-

limed an indemnity to all their

affaffins and outlaws of every fort,

upon condition that they would

fight the battles of the republic in

Cornea.

It was during thefe traniaclion:-,

that the famous Theodore Baron

NewhofF arrived in the

1736. ifland, and was declared

king of it. The hiftory of

this adventurer is well known.

After about eight months enjoy-

ment of his royalty, being feized

with a confeioufnefs of the fatal

dangers which would probably at-

tend the detection of his falfehoods,

and the impofuion he had put upon

the people, he prudently withcrew

from his kingdom, under pretence

of going to hallen the fuccours

which he had fo long promiled.

The republic of Genoa was at

length obliged to enter into a

treaty with France, to reduce the

Corficans to obedience. It was in

vain that the malecontents re-

monftrated to his mod Chriilian

majefty, againft the cruelty and

injuliice of this procedure; a

detachment of French
troops were lent to Cor- March,
fica, under the command 1733.
of the Count de Boifleaux.

Though thefe troops did a great

deal of miichief in the ifland, yet

they were inefficient to fubdue the

invincible fpirit of the iflanders.

Upon this the French court fent

the following year, the Marquis

de Maillebois at the head of a con-

iiderable army to reduce them en-

tirely to obedience.

This general executed the de-

signs of his court effectually ; the

Corficans were every where over-

powered, and flaughter, ruin, and
deftrucYion were fpread through

every part of the iiland. He cut

down the (landing corn, the vines,

and the oiives, fet tire to the vil-

lages, hanged numbers of monks
and others who were moft forward

in the revolt, and fpread fuch ter-

ror and defoliation in every quar-

ter, that the natives were once

more obliged to fubmit to their

antient bondage. The unpre-

cedented and terrible flaughter

which had been committed, with

the dread of ilill greater vengeance

from fo formidable a ration as

France, effaced every idea but

thap of immediate fafety. The
two
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two generals, GiafFeri and Paoli,

were obliged to quit the ifland, to

which they never returned j they

retired to Naples, where they got

regiments, and fpent the remain-

der of their lives.

Among many other propofals

which the republic of Genoa made
at this time to France, one was,

to affign over a great number of

the inhabitants of Corfica, who
were to be fent to people the dif-

tant French colonies ; upon which

a French writer remarks, " that

the Genoefe would have been fatis-

f.cd to be fovereigns of the bare

rocks of Cornea, without fubjecls."

The French troops be-

1741. ing at l*ngth withdrawn

from Corfica ; the fpirit of

the inhabitants began again to ap-

pear in its full vigour. They had

been obliged to deliver up their

arms by the lad capitulation ; their

exiled countrymen, in the different

towns of Italy, fupplied them with

fome ; they flript the Genoefe fol-

diers of others, which they were

nut very willing to ufe, but which

were afterwards effectually em-
. ployed againft. themfelves.

No fpirit was ever more gene-

ral than that which appeared in

this ini'urreciion ; men, women,
and young boys, and even the

clergy bore arms. They elected

two new chiefs under the title of

protedors ; and having foon over-

run the open country, they then

befieged and took the capital city

of Corte, together with its ftrong

cattle. A defultory kind of war
has been carried on, with fome in-

tcrmidions, ever fince.

In the year 1745, t 'ie Englifti,

as allies to the King of Sardinia,

lent fome men of war, who bom-
barded and took the cities of Baf-

tia and San Fiorenza, which they

delivered up to the Corfieans.

They however lolt thefe cities foon

after, in confequence of the dif-

fenfions produced by the ambition
and difagreement of their leaders

and principal men. In the yea?

1746, they fent propofals to the

JBritifh embafTador at Turin, to

put themfelves under the protec-

tion of the crown of GreatiBritain;

which propofals it appears were
not accepted. In 1 75 3, their lea-

der GafFori was afFaflinated by
fome ruffians, who were fuppofed

to be fet on by the republic, as

they had penfions allowed them in

its territories.

During thefe tranfa&ions, Gia-
cinto Paoli led a retired life in

Naples ; his whole time was de-

voted to the education of his fon

Pafcal, whofe genius and diipofi-

tion were fo happy, that no par
of it was mifpeat. The father

feemed to have a pre-fentiment of

what his fon would arrive at ; the

couric of education he prefcribed,

was calculated to form a prince

and a legiflator ; and the young
man made fo excellent an ule of

the inftruclions which he receiv-

ed, that he became the admiration

of (Irangers, as well as of his coun-

trymen.

The Corficans, tired of the ccn-

tiruat difTenfions among their prin<

cipal men, and of the confequent

evils that attended them ; charm-

ed befides with the ciiaracler and

manners of young JPaoli ; 1

deputation to invite him to Cor-

fica, and to offer him the ibpreme

government of the ifland.
1
7

" c
This offer was gladly ac- /;,;)

'

cepted.

There was much to be reformed

in Corfica: all forms of legal juftice

[C] 3 had
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had been long laid afide; he found with great honour to pofterity.

neither iuborciii ation, difcipiine,

nor union, airongft the people
;

all feuds and dii] utes were termi-
nated by alia!

7
ations, every one

of which beg< t a number of new
ones ; the people, trained up in

continual war, defpiled agricukure,
2nd every fpeciea of induftry ; in
a word, Paoli itemed in many in-

He eltablimed an univerfity at

Corte; he had proper fchools fix-

ed in all the villages in the king-

dom ; and by thefe means he open-
ed the minds of the Corficans, and
gradually prepared them for the

reception of laws.

In the mean time, the republic

of Genoa finding herfelf , inca-
iiances to have more difficulties to pable of defending the few forti-

contend with, th. n the legiflators tied places which remained in her
of 'he mod early ages.

The happi,,crfs o. his ger.ius,

and the reverence that was paid
to his virtues, enabled him how-
ever to triumph over all thefe dif-

ficulties. His perfuaiion and ex-

ample had iuch fo.-ce in forming
the people, that he loon drove the

Gen cie to the rear tell corners of ficans

hands, entered into a negoctation

with France ; in confequence of

which the latter fent fix

battalions to fecure them, 1764.
according to treaty, for

four years. Thefe troops were
retrained, by t.

u
j conditions, from

acting offensively againil the Cor-

the i/knd; nor had they any fecu-

fity but in the few fortified towns
which they polTefied upon the fea-

coaft. fie then attended to the

civil part of the administration, in

which he (hewed fuch abilities and
"confiancy, as were little to be ex-
pected in fo young a man. • He
new modelled the government;

This meafuf? having in a great

degree circumfcibed Paoli's ope-

rations by land ; it alfo ferved

to direct his activity to another

fphere. He had for fome time paft

taken great pains to form fome-
thing like a marine force; he now
attended to it with greater dili-

gence, and was io fuccefsful as

but inltead of taking advantage of greatly to incommode the Genoefe
the influence which he had on the

people to eitablifh a tyranny, he
founded a democracy. He form-

ed a great council of the nation,

by which every perfon in it was
represented by two members for

every rarim, who were elected an-

r.ually. He formed good laws,

and had them l'rictly executed ;

fa that in a little time, he almoft

trade, as well as their conveyance
of troops and f:ores, &c. to Cor-
fica. In the ccurfe of this year

he formed a fuccefsful defign,

which was as unexpected by his

enemies, as it v/as furprifing to

the relt of Europe.

The ifland of Caprsja, on the

coalt of Tufcany, belonged to the

Genoefe; it is about fix miles in

entirety eradicated ihe practice of length, and from two to three

aiTaiiiiiation, as well as many other

enormities

He .i .ie many other regula-

which, if .he purities the

fame virtuous courfe in which he

(st put, will perpetuate his name

broad; it is verv rocky and moun-
tainous, but fertile in vines, of
which it produces a great quan-

tity. The inhabitants are com-
puted to be about 3000; and the

aen are laid to be the belt failors

W



HISTORY OF EUROPE. [39

in the Mediterranean ; the ifland

is fo guarded and furrounded by
rocks, that it affords but one land-

ing phce ; the harbour is however
a very good one, and a comm6n
place of lhelter to the (hips that na-

vigate that quarter.

Paoli conducted an embarkation
for the conqueit of this place, with
fo much fecrecy, that the firft ac-

count which the Genoefe received

of it, was the fuccefsful landing
of his troops. The republic ufed

every effort to prevent the lols of
the place, and lent out a confider-

able naval force, with a body of
troops, which were continually re-

inforced for that purpofe. In the

mean time, the fmall garrifon of
Genoefe in that iiland retired to

the principal fort, which was cal-

led the Citadel, where they were

immediately befieged by the Cor-

ficai.s, who guarded the land-

ing place {o well, that the Ge-
noefe were feveral times repuHed

in the attempts they m*de to re-

lieve the fort. At length, they

however effected a landing, but

were totally repulfed with the lofs

of ijO men ; and the garrifon be-

ing reduced to the greateil necef-

iity for want of provilions, they

were at lait obliged to

furrender the tortrefs, May 29th

after a defence of 1767.

102 days, during which

they had lived upon bread and

water.

CHAP. VII.

Great dijlreff.s of the poor from the high prices of pro-vifions ; riots and
tumults thereupon ; feveral of the rioters taken

; fpecial commijjions ijfued

for their immediate trial. A proclamation againji fore/1a'ling ; the

parliament prorogued ; an embargo laid on /hips loaded njoith <v:.

"To: /late of the Ea/l India com
\

xt difputes between the mem-
bers of it ; tbeir affairi become a fubjeel of general difcuffion. Mejf.ige

from the minifry to the court of India direSers ; a great increafe of di-

vidend carried by a numerdlts majority of proprietor. The parliament

Meet; notice taken in the fpeech from the throne, of the necefjity that oc-

c oned the late exertion of authority, for the prefer-vation of the public

fafety.

SOON after the formation of

the new miniftry, the diltreffes

of the poor from the high prices

of corn, and every other fpecies

of provifion, became very urgent,

and caufed *»eat and general com-
plaints through every part of the

kingdom. Thefe complaints were
followed by riots and tumults, in

which, as ufual in popular com-
motions, great irregularities were

committed. In the beginning,

the populace only fet up to regu-

late and lower the markets and
to punifh fome individuals, who
they imagined had contributed to

their calamities by engroffing, and
other practices for enhancing the

price of provifions beyond tneir

j u It rate. But they did not long

confine themfelves to thefe objects.

When they were heated by beiag

together in large bodies, they pro-

ceeded to the molt enormous ex*

[C] 4 ceffej.
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ceffes. Much mifchief was done,

and many lives were loft in differ-

ent pi ices. The magiftratcs be-

ing at length ootiged to call in

the military force to the aid of the

civil; the rioters vvtre eafily dif-

perfed, and the jails filled with

prifoners. Judges were foon after

lent to the counties where the

riots had happened, with fpeciai

com millions to bring the prifoners

to immediate trial ; in confe-

quence of which feveral of the

leaders, and others the moft out-

rageous of them, were condemned
to die ; moft of thefe were how-

ever afterwards reprieved, feveral

were tra:Tported, Come got a free

pardon," and fome examples were

made.
In the mean time,

Sept. 11th, a proclamation wa., if-

1766. fued, for putting iii

f>rce lcvtral itatutes

that had been formerly pa, ed a-

gair.ft foreftailers, regra'or-., ard

engroflers of com. B"-u many
doubted, whether this proclama-

tion was v\ei conceived, or well

timed. It was. in fome fort, pre-

judging the quefticn, and declar-

ing the fearcity to be artificial,

wh.cn experience has fince fhewn

to hare been but too natural, Ma-
ny of the rid laws relative to

provisions are not well fuited to

the prelent fyftei! of our affairs;

nor are they quite confonant to

latter regulations upon the fame

fu'oject. The old laws are at pre-

fent dark in the conftrucfion. and

extremelv difficult in the execu-

tion, ft was apprehended that

this meafure woud have an efrefi

contrary to the intentions of the

council, and by frightening deal-

ers from the rnaikets, would in-

creafe that icarcity it was dchgned

to remedy. This was fo well felt,

that little was done towards en-

forcing that proclamation, and it

foon fell to the ground, 'i he fame
day on which this proclamation

was paffed, the parliament, which

was to have met on the 1 6th of

September, was prorogued to the

1 1 th of the following Novem-
ber.

The price of wheat
ftill increafing, ano- Sept. 26th.

ther proclamation was

ilfued (better adapted to its end
than the former, but more doubt-

ful in point of law) to prohibit

the exportation of g
r ain. Meffen-

gers were dilpatchtd to the fea-

coafts, to fee that the terms of the

proclamation were complied with,

a-.d to prevent fuch (hips as wore

loaded with wheat, or wheat- meal,

at the feveral ports, from proceed-

ing with their cargoes. At the fame
time, the ufe of wheat was prohi-

bited the diftiilery. The former

proclamation became afterwards a

lubjeft o^ much altercation in par-

liament.

We gave in our laft volume a
particular account of the great ac-

quifitions that had been gained by

the Eaft India company ; of the

flouri fning ftate 01 its affairs ; and
the appearances there were of a-

llability proportioned to this great-

ness. The later advices not on-

ly confirmed, but enlarged the

value of .thefe acquisitions ; as

every day fhewed their greater im-

portance, and difcovered fome
new part of the immcMe property,

which the^ company was poiTelTed

of in that part of the world. Jm-
menfe fpoil, as it has often ap-

peared too great for the minds of

the conquerors, fo it has ibmc-

tiraes funk them to a worfe con-

dition



HISTORY OF EUROPE. [41

dition than that in which they had

left the vanquifhed. The amazing

fucceffes of the company, a-d the

vail profits arifing from them, firft

kindled diffenfion among their fer-

«- vants in the Eaft, and then produc-

ed contentions or" equal violence in

the company itfelf.

It had been long expected, and

much wifhed by the proprietors of

Kait India (lock, that they (hould

enjoy a fhare of thole f.veets,

which were the confequences of

their foreign facet's ; and which

they faw hitherto entirely etigroff-

ed by their fervants, who came
honvs every day incumbered with

princely for.tunes. As the pros-

perous uu.ee of the company's af-

fairs were now publicly known
and afcertained, it was accord-

ingly expected by many proprie-

tors, that the directors would have

immediately declared a fuitable in-

creafe of dividend. This feern-

ed to them the more reasonable,

as the ftate of dividend then flood

at the loweir. point to which it

ever had been reduced, having

been lowered from eight to fix per

cent, in the moft critical period of
the Jate war; when the company
was in the moft diflrcil Situation,

and a continuance even of its exift-

ence appeared more than doubt-

ful. They thought that a great

revenue and a flourifhing trade

ill agreed with a low dividend,

and tended to fink, to an artificial

lownefs, the price of flock, to the

great lefs of the preient poffeffors,

and the advantage of future deal-

ers.

Thefe inclinations of the pro-
prietors did not in any degree co-

incide with the opinion of the di-

rectors. While the greateft part

•f the former conlidered only the

fucceffes of the company, the di-

rectors faw nothing but its debts.
Two factions arofe upon this fub-
ject ; one for increafing the divi-
dend ; the other, which was in-
fluenced by the direction, for keep-
ing it at the then ftandard of fix per
cent. At the midiummer court,
it was intended by the former,
that if the directors did not volun-
tarily declare an increafe of divi-
dend, to put it to the queftion, and
have it decided by the majority of
proprietors prefent.

As this intention was publicly
k'i 'in, fo its fuccefs was fufficient*-

ly guarded againft,

and prevented. At June iSth.
the opening of the

court, a friend of the directors
made a motion for increafing the
dividend to eight per cent, the
di.eftors having declared their dif-

approbation of this motion, the
maker immediately withdrew it.

This adroit management put it

entirely out of the power of the
proprietors to bring it on again at
that meeting, as it would have been
contrary to the eflablifhed rules and
forms of the court.

The addrefi that was fhewn in
this tranfaction did not protect ic

from ceniure : the conduct of the
directors was fcrutinized with great
feverity : the luppofed motives to
it were laid op^n, and the pub-
lic papers becam? the common
field for the difculiion of India af-

fairs, which were canvaffed with,

great animofny, each party accuf-

jng the other of the moft corrupt
deligns, and of mifreprefenting,

for private purposes, the real itate

of the company's affairs. The
party for the directors admitted
that the company had gained great

advantages in the Eaft ; but at

the
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the fame time had plunged them-
selves into great difficulties by the

expence attending their extenfive

military operations. That tluir

profits were comparatively re-

mote and precarious ; their debts

1 and certain ; and that jus-

tice and good policy concurred in

recommending, in the firil place,

a diicharge or" th;ir incumbrances,

before they thought of enjoying

their profits. They recalled the

tranfaclions of the memorable
South fea year, and the fraudulent

methods then ufed for the raifing

of that lbock. They aliened that

fuch a premature attempt to aug-

ment the di'idrnd, would raifc tiie

price of their fund to an extra-

vagant height, at which ic would
be impoffible to fupport it, would
add frelh fuel to the ardor for

gaming, encourage iiock-jobbing,

and open • new field to all the

myllerious tranfaclions of 'Change
Alley.

On the other hand, it was re-

prefented as the greateft hardiliip,

that many of thole proprietors,

whofe property had lain in the

hands of the. company during the

molt dangerous periods of the

war, might now, through necef-

fity, be obliged to dilpole of their

itock, without having the fmallell

compenfation made them for the

great rifles they had run. That,
in this cafe, new men, whether

natives or foreigners, would come
in for the benefits to which the

old proprietors were fo juftiy en-

tages arifing from it. That the

cautious fxconomy of the directors

was confined to the proprietors only,

while motions for the molt profuie

private grants were eagerly adopted
by them.

As to the debts which the com-
pany owed ; the reafons drawn
from thence for not increafing the

dividend were, they infilled, fu-

tile and abfurd. It was laid, that

the company, while ever it con-

tinued a commercial one, as well

as e\ery other company of mer-
chants, mull always, in the nature

of things, owe large fums of mo-
ney : That, in the prefent cafe,

the creditors looked upon their fe-

curity to be fo good, and thought

their money fo well laid out, that

there was nothing they feared mora
than the payment of it; a clear

proof of which was, that the bonds

bore a premium, fo that they could

fell them for more than the origi-

nal debt that was owing on them.

The Dutch Eafl- India company
was alfo introduced as a precedent,

which divided 20 per cent. upr>n its

capital, though the pofieflions and
revenues of the Dutch, in that part

of the world, were not at prefent in

any degree equal to thofe of the

Englifh.

As to the invidious mention of

the South - fea bubble, they ob-

ferved that it was no way appli-

cable to the prefent cafe : that the

high rate of that flock was built

upon an imaginary bafis, which

had no real exigence ; fo that its

titled, as the marketable price of fuccefs depended entirely upon the

ftock always depended upon the palTions and covetou!.:efs of the

dividend it yielded. That it was

a novelty peculiar to the prefent

time, to fee that thepoflefTors of

propcity were the only people who
could not enjoy any of the advaa-

people, which were the only en-

gines it had to mske ufe of. That,

on the contrary, nothing could be

be.ter ascertained than the property

of th£ company ; and that nothing

could
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could be more equitable, than that

the pcffeiTors of this property,

ftiould be able, whenever they

thought fit, to difpofe of it at the

full and real value. That when
every man, buyer and feller, knew
the intrinfic value of itock, by the

dividend which it yielded, there

would be no farther room for fiock-

jobbing ; but that the uncertainty,

which the prefent mode of conduct

occafioned, operated fo ftrongly

and fo differently upon the minds

of the public, that there was a

greater rijcluation in the price,

and the pernicious effects of itock-

jobbing weiL'' more feniibly felt,

than they had been at any other

time.

This courfe of diflenfion and al-

tercation between the members of

the fame company, was productive

of confequences, which were then

little foreieen or expected. Every

thing relative to them was now
laid before the public ; the exact

flate of their irnmenfe property be-

came known to all perlons; their

moft private fecrets were unveiled
;

their charters, their rights, their

poiTeflions, their conduft at home
and abroad; their difputes, and
their utility to the nation, were

cow matters of eager and public

difcuffion. The company became
the ground for the moft abi'urd

pnjector to build his vifionary

fcheme on j and its property was
an objeft to exercife the invention

of the idle, the needy, and the ra-

pacious.

As the quarterly meeting ap-

proached, at which it was ex-

pected, that the great object of
difpute between the oppofke par-

ties would come again upon the

carpet, it was for fome time whif-

pered about by the friends of one

of them, that the government in-
tended to interfere in fome man-
ner in the difpofition of India af-
fairs.

Such an interference had been
fo unufual, that the report at firft

gained no manner of credit. A few
dr.ys before the meeting of the
Michaelmas general court, a mef-
fage was, however, actually re-
ceived by the directors from the
miniflry ; and it was immediately
noiied about, that the government
had abfolutely forbidden any in-
creafe of dividend, and had alfo
denounced threats againft the com-
pany, which (truck at ns very
exillence.

The novelty of an Englifh mi-
nifler of ilate venturing to inter-
fere, as 34 officer of the crown, in
a matter of private property, ex-
cited, in the higheft degree, the
attention of all forts of people.
Many, however, ftill fuppoied that
the report was calculated only to
anfwer the particular purpofts of
a party, or, at leaft, that the terms
were upon that account greatly ex-
aggerated. The open-
ing of the general Sept 24th.
court at length re-

lieved this curiefny; a mefcige in
writing from the firft Lord of the
Treafury, and fome other of the
minifters, was read, fetting fo th,
" That, as the affairs of the Eail-
India company had been mention-
ed in parliament lafl feffion, it was
very probable they might be taken
into conn deration again ; there-
fore, it on the regard they had for
the welfare of the company, and
that they might have lime to pre-
pare th.Hr papers for that occation,
they in'ormed them, that the par-
liament would meet fome time in
November/'

Letters



44] ANNUAL REGISTER, 1767.

Letters were at the fame time

read from Lord Clive, and from

the fecret committee at Bengal,

which not only confirmed but ex-

ceeded the accounts that had been

formerly received of the great opu-

lence of the company, the exten-

fion of its trade, and the perma-

nent bafis on which, as far as hu-

man foreiight could judge, its fe-

curity was now eftablifhcd. The
directors, notwithllanding, ftill op-

pofed an increafe of dividend; and

upon a motion being made for that

purpofe, they infjfted on a ballot,

by which the decifion was evaded

for a day or two. Another gene-

ral court being called, this long-

contelted queftion was decided by

ballot, and the dividend, which

tvas to take place from the enfuing

Chrillmas, was increafed, by a pro-

digious majority, from fix to ten

per cent.

We fhall take no further notice

of the fquabbles between the mem-
bers of the Eait-India company ;

%ve have already feen that ihey had

brought on them the attention of
the mi.iillry : a little time more
gave them an earneft of the conse-

quences ; and as the diipofuion of
their affairs was in a great meaf'J re

taken out of the:: own hands, we
are from that time to confider them
not as a private but a public ob-
ject.

Such was the fituation of affairs

when the parliament met in the be-

ginning of the winter 1765. The
Ipeech from the throne obferved,

that the high price of wheat, and
the great dema.id for it from a-

broad, had occafioned their being
a/Tembled lb early. It took notice

of the urgent neceility that occa-

fioned an exertion of the royal au-

thority, for the prefervation or the

public fafety, by laying an em-
bargo on wheat and wheat flour

going out of the kingdom. It ex-

preffed a warm fenfe of the late

daring infurrections ; a refolution

that the criminals fhould be punifh-

ed, and obedience to government
and the laws reftored.

CHAP. vnr.

A bill of indemnity for thofe concerned in the Lite embargo, brought in ;

great debates thereon ; the bill paffed. The bill for refraining all acls

of the affembly of New-fork, brought in and paffed. Land-tax re-

duced to three Jhillings in the pound. Great debates upon India affairs ;

propofals made by the company for an accommodation with go-ieriiment ; the

propcfals accepted, and a b 11 paffed for that purpofe. Bill for regulating

India dividends ; great debates thereon ; the bill paffes, and the hzufe

breah up.

EVER fince the 15th ofCharles

the Second, corn, when un-

der a certain price, might be le-

gally exported. Whenever it had

been thought proper £0 break in

upon this principle, it was always

done by aft of parliament. But

when the proclamation was ifTued,

corn had not reached the price

within which' the exportation had

been permitted. To lay an em-
bargo therefore, by any fuppofed

authority legally exilling in the

king and council under fuch cir-

eum-
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cumftances, feemed to be a difpen-

fing with an -
aft of parliament.

Though the laying of the embargo

on wheat was an expedient, and

probably at that time a neceffary

meafure, than which nothing could

be more highly popular, yet the

rasdVufthat tranfaftion was looked

upon by the more difcerning in a

very dangerous light, as by it the

crown feemed to affume and exer-

ciie a power of difpenfing with the*

laws. This was one of the grie-

vances which had been the moll

effectually provided againft at the

revolution ; at which time it was

declared to be utterly and direftly

contrary to the known laws, fta-

tutes, and freedom, of the king-

dom. To prevent therefore the

eitablifhment of fo dangerous a

precedent, and to perpetuate a

knowledge to pofterity, that no-

thing lets than a law cculd proteft

from due punifhment the rramers

or executors of an illegal aft ; and

at the fame time to do juftice to

the rectitude of a proceeding,

which, though not authorized by

law, was done for public good,

a bill was brought in

Nov. 24. to indemnify all per-

fons who had afted in

obedience to the late aft of council

for the embargo.
Thofe who conducted the mini-

fterial bufinefs in the houl'e of com-
mons gave but little oppofition to

this bill when it was fuggefted to

them : a principal fervant of the

crown brought it in ; and there

appeared on this occ2iion, for the

firlt time, p'ain marks of fome dif-

agreement in opinion, and aliena-

tion in affeftion, among the mini-

ftry. However, it was remarked,
that, though this bill provided for

the indemnity of the inferior of-

ficers, who had afted under the

proclamation, yet it pafTed by the

council who advifed it; and had
not a preamble fully expreffive of
the illegality of the meafure. In
thel'e refpefts the bill was amended
and made perfeft. But this pro-
duced much altercation and de-

bate, efpecially in the hcufe cf
lords. Some of the minillry and
their friends, who had been not

'

only the warmeir. advocates for li-

berty, but who fet up as the pa-
trons and defenders of it, were
charged with fuch a change in their

minds and opinions, that they vin-

dicated the prefent exertion of pre-

rogative, not only from the pecu-

liar circumftances that feemed to

influence it, but they alfo fupport-

ed it as a matter of right ; and
afferted, that a difpenfing power,
in cafes of ftate neceffity, was one
of the prerogatives inherent to the

crown. This feeming defertion,

from the fide of liberty, to princi-

ples fo direftly oppofite, as it had
fome fevere flriftures made upon it

within doors, fo it was the occafion

of many pointed farcafms without,

on the beaten fubjeft of occafional

patriotifm.

In the courfe of the debates oc-

cafioned by thefe high prerogative

tenets, the real caules of the ne-
ceffity for the late exertion of
power were firft enquired into

;

and then the doftrine of a difpenf-

ing power in fuch cafes was ably
and powerfully attacked. It was
urged, that the miniftry had re-

ceived fuch information in the be-
gining of Auguft, of the (late of
the harvefl, the quantity of corn

in the kingdom, and of the great

increafe of its price ; that they be-

came then as thoroughly matters

of the fubjeft, and as fully fenfible

of
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of all the probable confequences,

as they had been at any time after

that period. That, from this in-

formation, they mould at that time

have iflued a proclamation for the

parliament to nueton the i6:h of

September, the day to which it was

prorogued, to take that important

matter into coniideratiun, which

would have given the members

above thirty days notice, and would

have prevented every appearance of

neceffity for the minifters to commit

an illegal a&ion.

That on the contrary, when the

difheiTes of the poor were rifen to

the higheft pitch, they iflued, on

the 10th of September, an ineffec-

tual proclamation againit foreltal-

ling, which could not give them

the fmalleft relief; and on the fame

day prorogued the parliament from

the 16th of that month to the nth
of November following. That by

this long, unfeaionable, and extra-

ordinary prorogation, all advice

of parliament was precluded ; all

legal reltriclions of the export, as

well as effectual proviiions to in-

creafe the ftock of grain, were en-

tirely put out of the queilion ; and

in cafe 'of riots, tumults, or even

a rebellion, it was put out of the

king's power to receive their afftlt-

ance. That the proclamation for

an embargo was iffued in fixteen

days after that for fo long a pro-

rogation ; though the reafons given

in it, for fo extraordinary an ex-

ertion of authority, was, that his

majelly had not an opportunity

of taking the advice of his parlia-

ment.

On the other hand, the advocates

for the difpenfing prerogative, cit-

ing the opinion of Mr. Locke, af-

ferted, that it was ridiculous to

fuppoie any Hate without a power

of providing for the public fafer.y

in cafes of emergency. That this

power mull in all dates be lodged

lomewhere ; and that in ours it was
lodged in the king. They main-

tained that this doclrine was not

contrary to the fecurity of the con-

llitution, or to the fpirit of liberty,

fmce they admitted that it could be

legally exerted only in cales of great

necefiity during the recefs of parli-

ament, and when parliament can-

not be conveniently afTembled ; that

in thofe cafes the evil cannot be

very great, fince it is but forty days,

tyranny at worft.

To this it was anfwered, that

this doclrine of neceffity was the

very principle by which all the evil

practices in the reigns of the Stu-

arti had been defended. That the

advocates for the court in the reign

of Charles the Firft, would have

added this exception of neccljhy to

the. petition of right ; the houie

of lords had even come into it,

but, upon conference with the

commons, were convinced that this

exception would have enervated

the whole law ; and it was accord-

ingly rejected. As to the plea of

neceflky, this anfwer is ready in

the mouth of every one ; that if the

crown is the judge of that necef-

fity, the power is unlimited, be-

caufe the difcretion of the prince

and his council may apply it to

any inllai.ee whatever ; and fo dif-

cretion degenerates into delpcalm.

Therefore the wifdom of the con-

(litution has excluded every difcre-

tion in the crown over poikive

laws, and emancipated a£ls of par-

liament from the royal preroga-

tive, leaving the xpcwer of fufpen-

fio'n, which is but another word
'

for a tempi rary repeal, to refide

where the legiflature is lodged, to

whicli



HISTORY OF EUROPE. [47

which only it can belong, that is,

in king, lords, and commons,
who together conftitute the only

fupreme fovereign authority of this

government. Nor did parliament

ever allow of the difpenfing pow-
er, or any tiling of the kind, be-

caufe it was exercifed under the

fpecious pretence of the fafety of

the nation being concerned, and*

the whole kingdom in danger,

which was the ufual jargon, and,

if true, implied the moil urgent

neceflity.

That the recefs of parliament,

or its not being convenient to af-

femble it, are di it i unions not

known by the conftitution. That,

as k is now modeled, the parlia-

ment muff, always be in being,

ready to be called, and that in fo

great a degree, that even an ex-

pired parliament revives when ne-

cefTary to be afTembled, and ano-

ther is not chofen. That as to

the laws, there are no days in

which acts of parliament fleep.

They are not like jurisdictions,

that may be evaded by going into

a fan:!uary. They are of equal

force while in being, at ail times,

in all places, and over all perfons

;

though made in a lhort time, they

have a conitant and lading force.

Acts of the executive power are

incident, temporary, and inltanta-

necus ; but acls of parliament are

permament, made as the general

rule by which the fubjeft is to live

and be governed.

Un'leis therefore it can be faid,

that the moment parliament breaks

up, the king Hands in its place,

and the continuance of adts is re-

signed into his. hands, he cr.nnct

of right fufpend any more than he
can make laws, both requiring the

fame power. The law is above

the king ; and the crown, as well

as the fubjccl, is bound by it, as

mu.h during the recefs as in the

feffions of parliament ; becaufe no
point of time, nor emergent cir-

cumltance, can alter the conltitu-

tion, or create a right not antece-

dently inherent ; thefe only draw
forth into acticn the power that

before exifted, but was quiefcent.

There is no fuch prerogative in any
hour or moment of time, as vefts

the femblance of a legiflative power
in the crown.

Jf the crown had a legal right

to fufpend or break through any
ore law, it muit have an equal

right to break through them all.

That no true diftiuction can be
made between the fufpending power
and the crown's railing money
without the confent of parliament.

That they are precifely alike, and
ftand upon the very fame ground.

They were born twins, lived toge-

ther, and together, it was hoped,
were buried at the revolution, pail

all power of refurrection. That if

any difference was to be made, be-
tween raifing money and the fuf-

pending and difpenfing power, the

latter is the moft dangerous, as

that which might do the molt uni-

verfal mifchief, and with the great-

elf fpeed, as it includes the whole.

But that, as neither of them ever

did belong to the crown, no doc-

trine is admiflible that maintains

either the one or the other. That
the prefent diftinclicns are only an
ai'-.viation of the difpenfing power
to fweeten it fo as to go down, it

being too naufeous in the full link-
ing potion. That the fafety of the

crown, as well as the fecurity of
the fubjedf,, requires us to fhut up
every avenue that leads to tyranny :

and that the fupereminent prero-

gitive
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gative of the kings of England, by bly of New-York had, in direct

which they excel in glory all the oppofition to the aft of lall feffion,*

fovereigns upon earth, is this, that for the providing of the troops

they rule over freemen, not over with neceffiries in their quarters,

flavts. paffed an aft of affembly, by which
Upon the whole, it was faid, thefe provifions were regulated and

that if the do -trine of fufnenfion, let. led in a mode of their own, wich-

cn the plea of (late neceffuy, was out any regard to that prefcribed by
admitted as conftitutionai, the re- parliament.

volutibn could be called nothing This affair, being brought be-

'but a fuccefsful rebellion, and a fore the houfe, occafioned many de-

lawlefs and wicked invalion of the bates; and fome rigorous meafures

rights of the crown ; the bill of were propofed. The general opi-

rights, a falfe and fcandalous libel, nion, however, was rather to bring

and an infamous impofition both them to temper, and a fenfe of

on prince and people ; and that their duty, by afts of moderation,

James the Second neither abdicated which fhuuld at the fame time

nor forfeited, but was robbed of, fufrkiently fupport the dignity of

his crown. the legiilature, than by rigorous

In the courfe of thefe debates, meafures to inflame flill farther

the neceffity of the embargo was that fpirit of difcontent which was

univerfally allowed; and the ille- already too prevalent among them,

gality of the authority was only Upon thefe principles, j .

objected to. It was much to the a bill was paffed, by ^
une $

„ fatisfa&ion of the pub- which the governor, council, and
9-

i|C) that this bill was affembly, of New-York, were pro-

paffed ; and many were furprifed, hibited from palling or affenting

that the gentlemen, who, without to any ad of affembly, for any

regularly agreeing in principles, puipofe whatfoever, till they had

oppofed it, would hazaid their in every refpeft complied with all

popularity upon an occafion, that the terms of the aft of parliament,

did not feem attended with any ap- This reflriftion, though limited to

parent advantages equal to the one colony, was a leflbn to them

rifc. ail, and fhewed their comparative

The faftious turbulent fpirit, inferiority, when brought in quef-

which feemed to have taken pof-* tion with the fupreme legiflative

feflion of the minds of fome of our power.

North- American colonics on oc- An event which happened this

cafion of the (tamp-aft, was far feiCon, as it ihewed a want of

from being mollified by the lenient Ilrength in the miniltry, fo it alfo

conceflio.is in their favour, and made many think that it fore-

the great confideration ihewn to boded a diffolution to their ex-

their circumilances by the legifla- iltence in that charafter. The
ture. Not content with the pri- taxes, with which all the nece-f-

va;.c afts of outrage that weie too farias of life were loaded in coafe-

often repeated, and marks of dif- quence of the expences of the laft

refpeft to government, which were war, lay fo heavy upon the labo-

too frequently fhewn; the affem- rioui and manufacturing part of

the
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ihe nation that it was thought more
proper, fince the conclusion of the

peaca, to continue the land-tax

at four millings in the pound, than

to add to the diilreiTes of the peo-

ple, by increafmg tiiofe upon ne-

ceilark-s. This w ?s a r'-erv mcafure

;

any addition to the land-tax, that

was formerly granted to carry on a

wir, was always taken off at the

return of peac^ ; but as that cuitom

had been now for fome years bro-

ken through, the whole land-tax

began to be considered as a part of

the fettled revenue, that was ap-

pointed to anfwer the current ler-

vices of the year. It was then, to

the great furprife and difappoint-

ment of the minillers, that a refo-

lution pafied the houfe, fupported

by a confiderable majority, which
reduced the land-tax for the pre-

fent year to three millings in the

pound. This was faid to have been
the firll money bill, in which any
miniffer had been disappointed fince

the revolution ; and it was now
looked upon as a fatal fymptom of
weaknefs. In this the public was
however miflaken, though appear-
ances feemed ftrongly to counte-
nance the opinion.

The great bufinefs of the feflion

was that of the Ealt-India com-
pany, from whence ereat expecta-
tions had been conceived, and on
which violent debates arofe in both
houfes ; as this matter involved
conilitutional points of the higheit
nature, and indeed was in all re-
fpefts of great importance. It was
remarked, that though it feemed
the capital mitnfterial meafure;
yet, whether from difapprobation
or the mode and principles of
the enquiry, or from fome difcon-
tent antr,ng themfelves, is uncer-
tain; b u t the principal officers of
the <crown in the houfe of com-
Voi.X.

Nov. 25th.

mons feemed from the beginning

very much referved in this affair.

A committee had

been appointed early

in the feffion, to look into the ftate

and condition of .the Company. It

was fome time after ordered, after

/everai warm debates, that copies

of the company's charters, their

treaties with, and grants from the

country powers ; together with

their letters and correfpond^nce to

and from their tenants in India;

the ftate of their revenues in Ben-

gal, Bahar, Orixa, and other

places, mould all be laid before

the houfe: alio an account of all

expences incurred by government

on the company's account ; whe-

ther in the naval, military, or

whatever other departments. Great

part of the feffion was confumed

in fruitlefs difcuilions. Violent

animolities arofe; and all the to-

pics were bandied about, which

can agitate the minds of a people,

on one hand jealous of their li-

berties, and on the other, eager

by every means to relieve the

burthened ftate of their finan-

ces.

In the courfe of this rigorous

fcrutiny, an order was made for

printing the Eaft India papers.

The court of directors upon this

prefented a petition, fetting forth

the great injury it would be to the

company^ and the many ill conle-

quences that would probably at-

tend the printing of the private

correfpondence between them and

their fervants. Upon this, a mo-

tion being made to difcharge the

former order, a debate enfued; bu:

it was at laft agreed that the pri-

vate correfpondence fhould not be

printed.

Great queftions. though not for-

mal! v put, arole and were diicuffed

l'3
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in the courfe of this enquiry. A-

m ng others the right of the com-

piny to their territorial acquili-

110ns was called in queftion. Ic

was argued that they had no right

by their charters to any conqueft :

that fuch poflefiions in the hands

of a trading corporation were im-

proper and dangerous; and that

if it were even legally and politi-

cally right that they fhould hold

thefe territories, yet the vail ex-

penditure of government, in the

protection of that company, gave it

a fair and equitable title to the re-

venues arifing from theconquefts.

Thofe who maintained the rights

of the company, denied that the

crown had made any refervation of

fuch requif:tion as had been made

by it. That it was a dangerous in-

fringement on property and public

faith to queftion them, as the com-

pany had purchafed its charters

from the public, and that they

were confirmed by aft of parlia-

ment. That if the crown had any

right to the poffefiions of that body

jn India, the courts were open for

the trial of that claim; that the

houfe of commons was not*by the

conftitution, the interpreter of laws,

or the decider of legal rights: that

it would be of the moft fatal con-

sequence to the liberties of Great

Britain, if ever they fhould af-

iurne it. That as to the equitable

right pretended from the expences

of government, the company ftood

as fair in that light as the crown,

they having expended much greater

fums in acquiring the difputed ter-

ritories and revenues.

Upon theie topics, this great

point was debated ; and though

it was frequently taken up, the

houfs appeared difinclined to the

determination of a queftion teem-

ing with fuc-'i important confe-

quences. A great man, then at

the he;.d of the finances, declared

fully againft the trial of fuch a right,

in fuch a court as the houfe pf com-
mons, and llrenuoufly recommend-
ed an amicable agreement with the

company.
On the other fide, a large party

of the proprietors of Eaft India

ftock, though they ftrenuoufly main-

tained, that the company was fully

entitled by law to enjoy the benefit

of the territorial acquisitions it had

made in India, during the remain-

ing term of its charter ; yet thought

it would be happy, by a reafon-

able compofition to prevent all

doubtful events. Many meetings

were held to this purpofe, and

many fchemes and propofals, by

the direftors and others, were laid

before the company.
In the mean time a .» *.*

1 i_ u May otn.
general court was held, '

wherein the dividend for the en-

fuing half year, to commence at

Midfummer, was declared to be

fix and a quarter per cent, and

about the fame time, a fcheme of

propofals for an accommodation
was agreed to. Thefe were laid

before the miniftry, which by this

time was publicly known to have

unfortunately fallen into a ftate

of fuch diftraftion, that they had

no opinions in common. Ac-
cordingly they fhifted the propo-

fals from one to another, and

could c. me to no determination

upon them, what to accept, or

what to refufe. So th?.t the mi-

niftry declining to take any part

in the negociation out of the

houfe, a petition was prefented

to parliament, which »» _ ,,v
. , c c May 20th.

contained two lets or *

. propofals for a temporary agree-

ment, which was to laft for three

years.

By
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By the firft of thefe propofais,

the government were to grant the

company iome advantages with re-

fpe& to the inland duties on their

teas, and a drawback on the ex-

portation of them to Ireland and
the colonies, and fome others -e-

fpedting raw fuk, calicoes, muf-

lins, the recruiting fervice, and
military itores. That in return,

after deducting 400,0001. a year,

in lieu of the company's former

commercial profits ; the nett pro-

duce of all the remaining revenues

and trade, after deducing all

charges, were to be equally di-

vided between the government and

the company
;

provided that the

company's property in the new
acquifitions continued for three

years.

By the fecond propofais, the

company oiFered, upon the fame
terms, to pay the fpecific fum of

400,000!, a year, for three years,

by hall-yearly payments; and to

indemnify the public for any lofs

the revenue might be at, by grant-

ing the advantages which they re-

quired in the tea trade ; if the ad-
vanced confumption of it, taken
at an average of five years, did

not anfwer that end. The pe-

tition concluded with a pathetic

remonftrance to the houfe, to in-

treat they would confider the im-
minent dangers to which, in many
critical conjunctures, their pro-
perties had been often expoied ;

the very large funis they had ex-
pended fince the commencement
of the wars in India, in which
they had never been the aggrefTbrs;

the low dividends which, notwith-
standing their few lofles at fea,

they had received during a courfe
of years ; whilft the public remain-
ed in the uninterrupted jofl'ellion

of an annual revenue, arifing from
the company's trade, of the full

value of one-third of their capi-

tal. They lailly appealed to the

favour and protection of the houfe,

and flattered themfeives, that the

circunHtances mentioned would en-
title them to that candour and juf-

tice, .vhich have ever been the cha-

racteristics of the Britifh fenace.

Thefe latter propofals were ac-

cepted by the houfe, wi:h this dif-

ference only, tha: the agreement
was limited to two in- T ,

ftead of three year., J01*5 ««h-

and a bill was accordingly pal 1

upon thefe terms.

A meflage from the miniftry

had been read at the general court,

which declared the lalt increafe

of dividend, recommended to the

company to make no augmenta-
tion of it, till their affairs were
further confidered of. ThiVmef-
fage not producing the defigned

effect, two bills were brought in-

to the houfe, one for regulating

the qualifications of voters in trad-

ing companies, and the other for

further regulating the making of

dividends by the Ealt India com-
pany.

By the laft of thefe bills the late

act of the company was refcinded,

and they were tied down from raif-

ing their dividends above ten per

cent, till the next meeting of parli-

ament. This bill met with great

oppofition ; the former debates

were renewed with more warmth
than ever, and the company ineffec-

tually petitioned againlt it.

The company alfo made a pro-

pofal, that if this bill, which itruck

fo immediately at their privileges,

was. laid afide, they woul i bind

themfeives from any farther in-

creafe of dividend, during the time

[c] Z of
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of the temporary agreement. This

p'ropofal was as ineffectual as the

petition.

The advocates for the bill, be-

fides many of thofe arguments,

which have already appeared in

the courfe of the former dilputes

between the members of the com-
pany, feemed to ground their mo-
tives oh the following principles.

To prevent the payment of a high-

er dividend than the circumftances

of the company could afford, with,

out endangering their credit. To
regulate the dividend in fuch a

manner, as to put an end to the

fluctuation of that flock, which,

if allowed to go on, was not only

likely to introduce a pernicious

ipirit of gaming, but would alfo

tend to k'rep down the other

flocks, the rife of which is a great

?ne?.ns of reducing the intereit of

'the national debt. That no en-

croachment might be made by any

dividend of the company, upon

the revenue of its late territorial

acquilitior.i, fo that the claim of

the public may fuffer no lofs, till

that affair was finally decided.

On the other fide, the oppofers

to the bill fhewed, that bv the

flate of the company's affairs,

which were laid before the parli-

ament, it was eyldent that they

were in circumftances able to make
a much greater increafe of divi-

dend, without in any degree arret-

ing their credit ; as it appeared

that they had effects not only

amply fufficient to difcharge every

j H demand, but that, after even

ving their capital, a prodigi-

I 'rplus would flill remain ; and

that a doubt' of their being able

to divide So,coo 1. among them-

hen they were allowed to

i r "> « trctJinffance's 'to pay the go-

ireriiuie .1 4.00,000!. a year, would

fcarcely deferve a ferieus confidera-

ticn.

It was faid, that if a bill foi rc-

ftrainiog the future dividend of the

company were proper, upon the

ideas of fixing and preventing a

fluctuation in the price of its,

flock ; that end required only

that the dividend fhould be fixed,

without any regard to the quantum
ot ir, and may be as well attained

by a dividend of 12* as of 10 per

cent. That this is \q far from
being any patt of the real purpofe

of the prefent bill, that the flvort

period to which the reftndion is

confined, cannot but increafe, in-

ftea.d of preventing that fluctua-

tion ; and encourge, inftead of
checking the infamous practices of
the alley. For that the paffiona

of men would be warmly agitated

during the fummer, in fpeculating

on the probability of this reftric-

tion being fuffered to expire on
the opening of the next fefTion, or

of its being farther continued.

That the propofal made by the

company, of fubmitting to a re-

Ariclion of dividend of 12*- per

cent, duriiig the temporary agree-

ment, would have obviated all thofe

mifchiefs, and fecured every good
end which might have been pro-

pofed, but cannot be attained by
the prefent bill ; with this addi-

tional advantage, that as' it would
have been done with their confent,

it would have been liable to no ob-
jection of injultice or violence.

That the arguments which had
been made u<e of, on a fuppofition

that the right to the territorial

acquiiitions in the Eaft Indies

was not lodged in the company,
but in the public; if admitted as

one of the grounds of the bill, was

a precedent of the moft dangerous

nature; for the company being in

pof-
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An end was at length put -, . .

to this tedious fellion of * ^
poffeffion.and no claim againftthem

being (o much as made* much kfs

eftabliihed, it would be highly dan-

gerous to the property of the lubjett,

and extremely unbecoming the juf-

tice and dignity of parliament, by

judicial opinions, to cail into

queltioo the legality of fuch a pof-

iellion.

Many other i objections were

made, as well to the form of this

bill, as to the principles on which

it was founded ; and the probable

coniequences that might attend it,

were placed in a ftrong point of

view. Among the reft it was ob-

ferved, that a lcgiflative interpa-

fition controuiing the dividend or

a trading company, which had been

legally voted and declared by thofe

to whom the power of doing it

was intruded, and to whom there

was no ground to impute an abuie

of that power ; who had lent their

money to the public upon the ex-

prei's itipulation that they might

exercife their difcretion with regard

to the dividends, provided that their

effects, undivided, were fufficient to

anfwer their debts ; was altogether

without example. That, as it tend-

ed to leii'en the idea of that lecuri'.y

and independence of the power of

the ftate, which had induced all Eu-

rope to depolit their money in the

funds of Great Britain, the prece-

dent may be attended with the null

fatal confequences to public credit.

All thvfereafons, andmany others

which were given, proved entirely

ineffectual ; the bill was carried

through a great oppoiition in both

t , i_ houfes ; in the upper
une 26th. , r , ,

rr
,

houle, 59 lords voted

for it, and 44 agair.lt it ; and a

itrong and nervous proteft was en-

tered againft it, figned by 19 lords.

parliament; after it had fat almoffc

the whole fummer.
Tiis great hopes which had been

formed, in the beginning, of the

ftrength and confidence of the new
miniftry, which it was fuppofed,

would act entirely under the guid-

ance of the late great commoner,
now a noble earl, began very early

to wear off. Though the noble

lord in qneftion had loft much of his

popularity by the acceptance of a
peerage, and fome other parts of
his conduct; yet many were ftili

inclined to expect great national ad-

vantages from his being at the head
of an adminilbration of his own fern «

ing. Thefe hopes, whether well c

r

lit founded, were nipped in the

bud ; the noble lord, in fome time

after the opening of the fellion, fell

into fo bad a ftate of health, that

after an unfuccefsful trial of the

Bath waters, he was obliged to re-

linquifh all attention to bufinefs

;

in which fituation he feems to have

continued ever iince.

This misfortune loofened the

bands that fhould have cemented

the other members of adminiftra-

tion : They had mod of them,

upon late occafions, publicly ac-

knowledged their inability as indi-

viduals to undertake the arduous

ta& of government ; and centered

their whole hopes upon the fuperior

abilities of the nobleman we have

mentioned. His incapacity having

now left them without a head, there

was no weight left to preferve a
proper union or fubordination, fo

that they difagreed both in meafures

and opinions ; and the public were

at a lots where to look for the nii-

nifter.

CHRONICLE.
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CHRONICLE.

'•A

JANUARY.
T his majefty's royal pow-
der-mills at Feverlham, this

morning about five minutes after

the clock ftruck twelve, a fkwe, in

which were 25 barrels of gunpow-
der, blew up ; happily no perfon

was near at th? time. The explo-

fion was fo great, as to be heard

20 miles diftant. Many windows
of the houfes in town are (battered

in pieces; and the violence of the

ihock occafioned the fljor of a room
to give way, in which was a poor

man in bed, but he received no da-

mage.
At night, about a quarter paft

ten, a molt uncommon change of

weather happened. The evening,

which till then had been a bright

ftar-light, and remarkably ferene,

varied on a fudden to cloudy, and

in an inftant a moft terrible burft

of wind was heard, attended with

a furious ltorm of hail from the

north-eaft. During this hurricane,

windows fhook, houfes trembled,

and a flrange rufhing was perceiv-

ed, as if in the infide of the build-

ings, by the perfons who inhabit-

ed them. Many, doubtlefs, were too

much engaged to perceive it. but

fuch as did, particularly thofe, who
by their fnuation lay expofed to

the north and the north-eaft, were
not lefs furpriled than alarmed.

Happily the llorm did not laft

longer than two minutes, other-

wife its cffecls mult have been

dreadful ; and we did not hear of

any damage being done, except

the throwing down the gable end

of one houle in Wellminlier, with

fome chimnies there and in ether

parrs of the town.

Great damages were done ,

by the high wind and tide, in

the river Thames, by goods being

fpoiled and damaged in cellars and

warehoufes on both fides of the

river. Several boats were overfet,

and twenty-feven perfons loft their

lives. The whole damage is elli-

mated at 50,000!.

Near Rochford Hundred, in Ef-

fex, two fmall iflands were entirely

overflowed, the tide ran over the

tops of the highelt fea walls, and
the low grounds and marines fuf-

fered considerably.

At Eyemouth the fea breached

over many of the houfes, th.e high
ftreet was like a little fea, and
the confternation of the inhabitants

was inexpreflible.

At Aldborough in Suffolk, the

fea flowed in at the windows of

feveral houfes, bore down a few,

and damaged many. The inha-

bitants were driven to the greateft

diftrefs. A large breach was made
in the chalk wall near Ipfwich, the

marfhes laid under water, 3nd da-

mages done to a large-amount.

The navigation of the ri- ,

ver Thames was Hopt at Ful- -> *

ham,.



CHRONICLE. [*47

6th.

ham-bridge by the feverity of the

weather-

Peter the wild man, who
was taken in the Hartz Foreft

in Hanover when a youth, and fent

as a prefent to his late majefty on

his acceflion to the throne, was

brought from Chefhunt in Hert-

fordfhire, (where he had been kept

for many years at the expence of

30 1.) to be feen by the royal fa-

mily. He, like Shakefpear's Ca-
liban, can fetch wood and water,

but can fpeak no language articu-

lately. The tale in the papers of
his being a poor Hanoverian ideot,

fent here in a drunken frolic to be

maintained, deferves contempt.

Daniel Eckland, one of the rio-

ters under fentence of death at

Reading, was executed without the

lealr. tumult.

Three of the rioters condemned
at Glouctfter were executed there ;

and the behaviour of one of the

fufferers was very affecting, and
made a deep impreffion on the

fpeclators ; of the other two little

can be faid, one was ill, and the

other very ignorant.

James Kitlety, broad-cloth-wea-

ver at Bradford, one of the ring-

leaders of the gang of rioters who
robbed the warehoufes at Brad-

ford of bacon, &c. arjd who re-

ceived fentence of death for that

fact at Salifbury aflizes,, was exe-

cuted at Fifherton gallows, am'idit

a vaii crowd of people, v. ho were
very deeply affedted at his unhappy
fate.

, Samuel Orton, aged forty-

* three, in a mourning coach,

William Tiiornhill, aged twenty-
fix, commonly called capt. Thorn-
hill, in the rirft cart, for different

forgeries ; and William Walker
and William Johnfton, for a foot-

pad robbery; both feamen, and

each under twenty-feven year's old,

in the fecond cart, were conveyed
from Newgate, and executed at

Tyburn. Thornhill had ferved
forne years in the army abroad ; he
had put off his trial ever fince

laft June feffion. When they came
to the pla-e of execution, they-

behaved devoutly and penitently.

Mr. Orton took leave of fome
friends with great compofure ; but
Thornhill, before the cart drew
from under them, put up his cap
five times, feeming very unwilling

to leave this world. After having
hung the ufual time, the bodies of
Orton and Thornhill were taken
away in hearfes : Johnfon's was
put into a coffin, and Walker
carried off by the failors, who
attended there for that parpofe.

Mr. Orton was the firft crimi-

nal (except Lord Ferrers) that

has gone to Tyburn in a coach,

fince the unfortunate Mr. Baker,
fugar - refiner, who was execut-

ed many years ago. William Col-
lins and John Winter were re-

fpited.

The great dutchefs of Tufcany
was happily delivered of a prin-

cefs : The young princefs was
chriftened the fame evening by the

names Maria, Terefa, Giufeppe,

Charlotta, Giovanna. The cere-

mony was performed by the arch-

bifhop of Florence, in the prefence
of the great duke.

The Seffions ended at the ^ ,

Oid Bailey, when three re- ; '

ceived fentence of death ; one to

be tranfported for 14 years, and
nineteen for feven years ; four were
branded, and three ordered to be
whipped.

Among thofe who received fen-

tence of death, was John Wil-
liamfon, for the barbarous murder
of his wife, by confining her in a
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noil cruel manner, and llarving her

to death. The poor unhappy crea-

ture was a kind of ideot, who Hav-

ing a Turn or money left for iier

maintenance, Williamfon to polfefs

hiinieir of the money found means

10 marry her. They were full afked

in church, but her truliee forbad the

banns; the villain, however, p«-c •

cured a licence, and about 8 months

ago they were married ; fince which,

the ufage the unhappy creature re-

ceived has been one continued fcene

tit' cruelty. He had driven a llrong

ilaple into the wall of a clofet in

the room where they lodged, and
to this ilaple he daily tied her w'jth

a rope which, he drew roun^, her
middle, her hands being raftened

behind b'jr with iron handcuffs,
and the*, little fuitenar,<;e fhe receiv-

ed was laid upon a. ihelf, jufl with-

>r i the reach of her mouth, fo that

if fhe dropt any part of it fhe

could not a^ain recover it ; and fo

very bac'oarous was this inhuman
villain,, that he often tied her up

io tight that her toes only reached

the ground, and if his daughter

endeavoured to alleviate her miiery

oy fetting a liool for her to iland

-on, he ufed to beat her unmerciful-

ly. In this manner ihe languiihod

till Ihe became a frightful fkele:on,

and when fhe was lb far reduced

that her ftomach loathe-i food, he

reieafed her, let loofe her hands,

and fet coane meat before her, and

lempted her with tender words to

eat, with a view to fcreen himfelf

from juflice. In a day or two after

this fhe died a ih^rking fight, no

fiefh upon hrr bones, and the (kin

that enclofed them covered with

vermin.

jofeph Alexander, a negro, was

found guilty of perjury, in fwear-

ing an affidavit in (he commons.

that Charlotte, daughter to Mr.
Robert Nelbit. of Marybone, was
aged twenij-tine years and up-

wairds, upon which he married her
without her friends confent : it

appeared at that time fhe. wa> but
Bxtefen years and ten rr,onths of aqc
The above Alexander was a fervant

to the Duke <?.<; Nivemois, when
that miniller *vas lately in England ;

but ftayii>,g after his mailer, and

getting an acquaintance with Mr
, a tradelman at the well end

of the town, he offered to teach his

'jaughter French, which offer b

accepted, he had admiffion to Mils
—— , who fell in love with, and

married him.

Came on to be tried at Hicks's

hall, an indidment againll Tho-
mas Pratten, a bricklayer, in Iron-

monger row, Old-ilreet, for refus-

ing to take on him the office of

conftable, having been thereto e-

lecled by the felecl veflry and elders

of St. Luke's parilh. After a fhorc

trial, and tearing the learned argu-

ments of ithe council on each fide,

it plainly appeared to the fatisfac-

tion of the court and jury, that this

cuflom, for the feleft veltries to

nominate conilabies, notwithstand-

ing it wai iupported by the evidence

of a worthy raagiftrate, and fome

other antients in the parilh, (who
all declared the cuilom had fub-

iilled near ftxty years) was yet ille-

gal and contrary to law ; therefore

the jury, without going out of

court, honourably acquitted Mr.
Pratten.— By this verdict it plainly

appears that cuilom, not'.vithlland-

ing its longevity, cannot be fup-

ported, when contrary to the known
laws of the land.

A few days fince, the great quan-

tity of ice cat the cable of the

Dnke of Devon^;^-. bound to the

Sti-aits,
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Straits, and (he dropt upon her an-

chor, which made a hole in her

bottom, and funk her. Her lading,

conlifting of bale goods, to the

amount of 20,000 1. is coniiderably

damaged.
The queflion fo long agitated by

the fociety of arts in relanon to the

land carriage fifhery, was finally de-

termined in favour of Mr. Blake.

The cold was fo exceffive as to

freeze the Rhine, near Coblentz, a

circumilance which the annals of
that city record as a memorable
event, when in the year 1670 the

waters of that river were frozen

from the nth to the 17th of Ja-

nuary, and the artificers exercifed

their feveral emplo) ments upon it,

as they now do.

At Copenhagen the cold is as

intenfe as it was in 1740. The
Sound is frozen over, and the com-
munication open with Sweden on
the ice.

At Berlin the cold is more fevere

than it was in the year 1740.
Many perfons, both rich and

poor, have perifhed with the cold

in Ruffia, and many more have
been devoured by wolves from the

foreits.

What is more aftonifhing, in

Italy the cold has been fo fevere as

to drive the poor from their habi-
tations in the country, to feek relief

in the cities, feveral of whom are
faid to have perifhed on the reads.

. .Friday a great number of larks'
were difcovered in the hay carts in

Smithfieid, where they had taken
refuge from the cold, by which
they were fo numbed, that feveral

of them were taken by the perfons
prefent.

loth. J *"1 William fon, a jour-
' neyman fhoemaker, was car-

ried in the cart from Newgate to
Vol. X.

Moorfields, and there executed pur-

fuant to his fentence, for the murder
of his wife, by fhrving her to death ;

the gallows was erected in the cen-

ter fronting Chifwell-ftreet. He was
attended by two clergymen of the

church of England, and a methodill

teacher, who prayed by him for a
full hour. Jc was with much dif-

ficulty that the clergymen could

prevail upon him to acknowledge
his crime; but at laft, jull before

the cart drew oft", one of the cler-

gyman informed the people, that

he had confelled the murder; and
further, that his diforderly life had
been a principal means of bringing

him into that unforcunate fituation,

and hoped the people would pray

for his foul. He was a tall man,
about forty-fix years of age. It is

fuppofed there were 8o,oco per-

fons prefent, a great number of
whom were women. It was with

difficulty that the refentment of the

populace was reftrained ; for they

were prepofleffed that the punifh-

ment of hanging was too mild for

fo heinous a crime. He feemed ap-

preheniive of being torn in pieces,

and haflcned the executioner to

perform his office.

A great flock of larks fettled in

the market-place at Horiham in

SufTex, fo froit ftarved, that many
of them were taken up by hand.

The fall of fnow has been fo

great in South Wales, that all

communication there, except by
the great polt roads, was cut off

Between the mountains the fnow is

fuppofed to be 40 fathom deep.

Her majefty's birth day was ce^

lebrated at court with great fplen-

dor. The manufactures of Great

Britain never appeared to more ad-

vantage, the whole court being

drefTed in fuits entirely Britifh.

[£>] ' The
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The pod-boy who carried the

mail from Bradford to Rochdale,

was with his horfe frozen to death.

A fmall cottage in Wales was

buried in the ' inow, and an old

couple perifhed before th-y were

relieved.

From the 3d to the 14th indant,

it froze inceffantly at Paris. The
degrees of cold were very accurate-

ly obferved at the Royal College by

four well regulated thermometers,

mid has been found to exceed that

in 1740 by 3 degrees, and but 2

degrees and a half fhort of that of

iyoq.

On Monday evening a poor wo-
man with a little boy in her hand,

and another on her back, travelling

from Salifbury to Blandford, and
midakir.g her way in the heavinefs

of the mow, as is fuppofed, perifh-

ed with her two milerable infants,

and was difcovered by a fhepherd's

dog, covered over with fnow very

early the next morning. She had
three farthings in ner pocket, a bit

uf bread and cheefe, and a ruity

thimble.

^ , This day the king of

Naples, who has attained his

majority, made his public entry,

and went to the metropolitan

church, where Te Deum was fung.

"When his majeity was returned to

his palace, he gave a private au-

dience to the prince de St. Nican-
dre, his late tutor, who gave up his

accounts.

At half after nine in the morn-
ing, an earthquake was felt at Lip-
lladt, the direction of which was
from well to eaft, and the fhock

was fo violent that the windows
were broke, the doors burlr. open,

and the ice of the Lippe broken by
it in fevcral places. Many people

were terrified, and ran into the

open places ; hut as the fhock laded

only a few feconds, none of the

buildings were thrown down.

Two flight fhocks of an earth-

quake were felt at Parma in Italy,

one at half pad 8 in the morning ;

the other at 3 quarters after nine.

At Pifa fome chimnies were thr6wn

down by the violence of thefe

fhocks, and the people thought the

end of the world was come.

A flight fhock of an earth- " ,

1 e 1 11 22a.
quake was felt at Hanover,

but no other damage enfued, but

that of throwing the inhabitants

into condernation.

Three fucceffive fhocks of an

earthquake were felt at Genoa,

perhaps the fame as before, the

dates in Italy being fomewhat con-

fufed.

Was held a court of com- ,

mon-council, when it was
*

unanimoufly refolved, upon the

motion of Mr. Deputy Roffeter,

thafi on account of the diitreffes of

the poor in this inclement feafon,

one thoufand pounds fhouid be

fubferibed out of the chamber of

the city ; and that a fubfeription

book fhouid be opened in the

chamberlain's office for the dona-

tions of all well-difpofed perfons ;

which money is to be appropriated

to the relief of fuch poor perfons

inhabiting within the city and li-

berties as do not receive alms of the

parifh ; and a committee was ap-

pointed, confiding of the lord-may-

or, and -all the aldermen, and fifty-

two commoners, who immediately

withdrew, and begun a fubferip-

tion among themfelves ; to which

the lord-may or gave one hundred
pounds, and the led of the gentle-

men very 1 berally.

At this court Mr. Deputy Pater-

fon prefented a pUn for raifing the

furr*
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fum of 282,0001. for the purpofe

Of paying the artificers of London-

bridge, completing the new bridge,

and redeeming the toll thereon ;

embanking the river Thames be-

tween Paul's wharf and Milford-

lane ; repairing the Royal Ex-
change, and rebuilding the gaol of

Newgate ; and a committee was

appointed, to whom the faid plan

was referred ; whereupon the court,

upon the motion of Mr. Deputy
RofTeter, voted their thanks to de-

puty John Paterfon, Efq; for his

conilant and zealous attention to

promote the convenience, orna-

ment, and emolument of the city,

and in particular, that, though at

this time engaged in the public

fervice as chairman of the commit-

tee of ways and means to the ho-

nourable houfe of commons, yet

with great labour and expence he

has calculated and prefented to the

court, and, at his own expence, dif-

tributed to every member of the

fame, a plan of fo much utility to

this city.

The following is an account of

the toll taken at Blackfryars.bridge,

for four weeks.

19 Ndv. 15 2 8i

20 12 9 . $)'-

21 —— 13 16 7^
22 " 11 7 4
23 Sunday 43 1 1 2

24 10 2 2

25 6 13 8£
Fir ft Week 113 3 6

26 6 14 6f
2 7 8 3 3
28 7 in
29 5 7 ni
30 Sunday 31 27

1 Dec. 8 14 4!
2 563^

Second Week 73 10 11

3 6 13 6±

4 5 7 °i
5 5 13 2
6 . 5 1° 9k
7 Sunday 15 48
8 7 7^
9 r .

6 4 3

Third Week 52 20
10— 5 11 ii

11 4 19 6i

12 —— 527
13 4 ii 3

«

14 Sunday 21 4 1

15 5 H 9
16 —(— 611 i~

Fourth Week 53 15 3

292 11 8

One Patrick Redmond having

been condemned, at Corke in Ire-

land, to be hanged for a ftreet rob-

bery, he was accordingly executed,

and hung upwards of 28 minutes,

when the mob carried off the body
to a place appointed, where he was,

after five or fix hours, a&ually

recovered by a furgeon, who made
the incifion in his wind-pipe called

broncbolomy, which produced the de-

fired eft'ecl. The poor fellow has

fince received his pardon, and a

genteel collection ha3 been made
for him.

In confequence of the thaw,

which began on Saturday at New-
caftle, the ice broke this day upon
the Tyne with a prodigious crack,

and a frelh tide coming down, car-

ried it to fea with very little da-

mage.
This morning between ,

two and three o'clock, a 5
b

fire broke out at a baker's in the

Strand, oppofite Hungerford-mar-
ket, which in a (hort time entirely

confumed the fame, and the bel-

lows-makers. The flames w<re
[D] z fo
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fo rapid, that the inhabitants could

not fave any of their effects. The
apprentice and fervant-maid perifh-

ed in the flames, as likewife a

young woman big with child : A
moft promising youth, about fix-

teen years of age, eldeit fon of Mr.
Wood, ftaymakcr, in the Strand,

apprentice to a jeweller who lodg-

ed in the faid houfe, in order to

avoid being burnt, jumped out of

a t\vo-p"ir of Hairs window into

the ftreet, by which means his

fkull was fractured, and his arm,

two of his ribs, and his back,

broke ; of which he expired, in

great agonies, ycfcerday morning.

A man, who lived in More's yard,

near St. Martin's-lane, was killed

by the fall of a large piece of tim-

ber ; fo that fix lives were loft. A
chairman had his arm broke; and

cne Mr. Peele, a baker, who had

lately let his (hop to Mr. Dixon,

endeavouring to get out of the

pair of ftairi window back-

wards, by means of a fpout, the

fame gave way, when he fell to the

bottom' of the area, but pitching on

his feet, he had providentially no

limb§ broke, and is in a fair way to

do well, though terribly bruifed.

There has been received of fhe-

riffs fines for building B'ackfriars

bridge, fmce the firftof June 1758.

to the prefent time, the fum of

l6,2CO I.

On Saturday the 17th of Decem-
ber lad, a coniiderable fhock of an

earthquake was felt at New Hamp-
fhire,. in North America, about 48
minutes after iix in the evening,

attended with a rumbling noife,

though the evening was ferene and
clear.

On the 22d and 23d of October

Iaft, a violent hurricane did confi-

derable damage in the harbour of

Penfacola. The Spanifh flota frorri

Vera Cruz, for the Havannah and
Old Spain, confiding of five large

regifter fhips, richly laden, were
driven afliore in the bay of St. Ber-
nard, W. S. W. of Penfacola.

The committee for re-
,

lieving the diftreffes of the
29 th>

poor of London, met and ordered
the fum of 1,3151. to be diftributed

as an immediate relief to the necef-

fitous.

More than 300 labourers were
employed by the commifn'oners of
the new pavement, in clearing the
ftreets of Weftmintter of fnow and
ice.

An action brought againft an e-
minent coal-merchant in the city

for felling fhort meafure, was this

day tried, and a verdict of 50 1.

damages was given againft him,
with coils of fuit. It appeared
that ten chaldrons wanted twenty-
one bufhels.

A lady releafed from the Mar-
fhalfea prifon one-and-twenty debt-

ors, whofe debts were under 40 s.

each, and gave each a milling at

their departure.

At Ancona, in Italy, famine
rages to that degree, that the poor
live upon acorns, and many perifh

for want of^that fuppiy.

A Corfican Courier, with dif-

patches to Lord Marifchal of Scot-

land, and Sir Andrew Mitchell,

was ftopt at Hamburgh on the firft

inllant in his way to Berlin, and
palled a fevere examination ; he ap-

peared, however, to be a perfon of
more dillinction than he chofe to

own, and was efcorted in his way by
a party of the military.

Andrew Stone, Efq; her majef-

ty's treafurer and receiver-general,

has paid to Robert Dingley, Efq;

treafurer to the Magdalen charity,

300 1.
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}O0 1, as her majefty's royal gift

and bounty, towards building a

new Magdalen-houfe.

A few days ago, one Mr. Bur--

nett, fchoolmafter, of Chipilead in

Surry, was found dead on Banftead

Downs, fuppofed to have loft his

way in the evening, and perifhed in

the fnow.

A woman in Bifhop-Wearmouth,
aged about 80, has lately had the

imall -pox, and is recovered. What
is very extraordinary, this poor
woman has had feveral children,

and conftantly nurfed and laid with

them when they were in the fame
diforder.

The emprefs-queen has publifhed

an edict, allowing the foidiers in ner

army to marry ; and commanding
the civil magistrates, who formerly

had orders to prevent fuch marri-

ages, to facilitate and encourage
them for the future.

Private letters from Algiers in-

form us, that the Dey has told the

Serafkier, who cime there to de-

mand 20 years arrears of tribute

due to tne Porte «* That he was
firmly refolved not only to refufe

paying the laid arrears, but alfo

any tribute for the future; that

the ftate of Algiers was abfolutely

free and independent of the Porte :

that it itood in no need of the Porte's

protection; and that he, the Se-
rafkier, might return to Conitanti-

nople with that anfwer."

They "write from Madrid, that

the king, who had nothing more
at heart than the rendering his

ftates flourifhing, earneftly endea-
vours to excite therein a love for

the fciences and the nfie arts. As
the library of the efcurial doubt-
lefs contains an ineitimable trea-
fure in manufcripts, a great
aumber of which has never yet

been publifhed, his majefty has or-

dered accurate catalogues of them
to be prepared for ihi prefs. An
impre;fion of the firft volume of the

catalogue of Arabic manufcripts is

already finifhed, and another will

be publifhed foon, together wich a

catalogue of thofe in Greek and
Latin.

They write from Stockholm,
that the grand entertainment which
the Rufli in minifbr gave in honour
cf the Prince Royal's marriage, was
executed in the moft fplendid man-
ner. It began by a fupper to 260
perfons, who were ferved with thi

greatelt order imaginable. A» foon

as they arofe from table, they were
furprifed by a very fine firework

placed upon an ifland juft eppofite

to his houfe, which was illuminated

with many thoufand lamps down to

the edge of the water ; and the

whole was concluded w::h a ball,

which Ia;ted till fix o'clock in the

evening.

They write from Lifoon, that

the fleet from the bay of All Saints,

which has been long expected, is at

length arrived in the T^gus. This
fleet was efcovted by two men of
war, one of which had on board the

Count d'Aga, late viceroy of Goa;
who, as foon as the fhip caff, anchor

before the caftle of Belem, was ar-

refted by a corregidor, in confe-

quence of orders from the king.

Ail this nobleman's effects, which
are very conflJerabh, are fequefter-

ed ; a ring was even taken from
his finger, as well as other jewels

which he had in his cloaths. The
next day he was conducted to pri-

fon, where he is clofely guarded.

He is faid to be accufed of great

violences and'extortions.

They had a violent fhock of an
earthquake at the Granades in the

[D] 3 latter
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latter end of O&ober, which has

done great damage, particularly to

feveral fugar-works. The hills are

in feveral places thrown down, fo

that it is impoflible to ride round

the ifland on horfeback. We have

alfo fhocking accounts from Curaf-

foa, and the Spanifh Main, of the

hills being fhook into the vallies.

And at St. Euftatia, they had a

mod terrible hurricane, accompani-

ed with an earthquake. The fhips

in the port, which, had not time to

weigh anchor to get out to fea,

were almoft all loft : great ravages

are made in the interior parts of

the ifland; feveral houfes are thrown

down, trees torn up by the roots,

and moft part of the harveft broke

down.
The fame ingenious artift who

laft year made a grand diadem that

was fent to Bengal, has fince finifh-

ed a rich fcymitar, or fabre, de-

figned, it is laid, to be prefented

by the governor and council of

Madrafs, in the name of the Eaft

India company, to the Nabob of

Arcot. The hilt, which is moft

curioufly worked, weighs near a

pound cf folid gold. The work-
imanfhip of the goldfmith, though

Ttch and elegant, is overpowered

fcy that of the jeweller, from the

number of large diamonds, ru-

bies, and emeralds, that overfpread

It, in various fine and curious de-

vices ; On cne fide reprefenting

trophies of war in the European,
and on the other fide in the Afiatic

tafte, compofed of large ftones pro-

perly adapted; between the trophies

twines a wreath of palm and laurel

interwoven, as emblems of vidrory

and peace, intermixing agreeably

with leaves, branches, flowers, and
other ornaments, copied from na-

ture j the colours of the different

jewels forming an agreeable va-

riety, and moft ftriking appearance.

At the top is a helmet, made of a

large emerald ; the ornaments of it

of the fineft diamonds, and the

feather at the top is of rubies fixed

to the emerald, making an agree-

able termination ; under it a half-

moon, or crefcent, of yellowifti dia-

monds. The blade, which is of

the fineft fteel, is deeply encrufted

from top to bottom, with flowers

and branches in the mofaic tafte.

The fcabbard, which is of crimfon

velvet, is richly ornamented with

jewels, to correfpond with the reft,

to which is fixed rings of gold,

to receive other ornaments, by
which it hangs to a rich belt.

The whole is laid to be worth

3,oool.

The froft which fet in at the lat-

ter end of December, continued to

increafe, and was very intenfe all

the prefent month, except the 16th,

17th, and 18th days, when there

was an appearance of its breaking,

but on the 19th it again appeared

with increafed rigour, and fo con-

tinued till the 22d, when a kindly

thaw relieved the direful apprehen-

fions of the public. During its

continuance, the diftrefTes of the

poor in town and country were
truly pitiable, though the generous

hand of relief was held forth by
numbers of the nobility, gentry,

clergy, and other worthy perfons

and corporations. Fuel and every

neceflary of life were remarkably

dear ; and bread advanced to 8|d.

the quartern loaf, as the meal

barges could not bring their lading

down the river, which was frozen

fo hard as to flop the navigation

both above and below bridge ; ma-
ny perfons retarded or jammed in

by the ice perilhed with cold, in

boats
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boats or other craft, and the wher-

ries could not ply as ufual. In the

city of London, Weftminfter, and

their fuburbs, many melancholy

accidents happened, fuch as num-
bers perifhing with cold or breaking

limbs by the flipperinefs of the

ftreets, and the draught cattle could

fcarcely keep their feet. Many fuch

accidents alfo happened to thofe

who were purfuing the diverfion of

ikaiting on the ice.

In the country the fnow lay fo

deep, and fo filled up the roads,

hollows, and vallies, that many peo-

ple loft their lives therein, or their

ways, and died of {evere cold.

Sheep and cattle perifhed in confi.

derable numbers, the roads were
almoft impaffable, and the ftages

and mails with difficulty and dan-

ger, and great lofs of time, per-

formed their journies.

The month was alfo remarkable

for very tempeliuous weather at

fea, by which great numbers of
veffels were wrecked on our own
and the neighbouring coafts, and
feveral of their crews perifhed. On
the fecond inftant great damage
was fuftained by the ihipping and
inhabitants, from a ftorra and flood,

at Berwick, Plymouth, Gofwick,

and Sunderland. The fame mif-

fortunes were felt at Whitby, Ely th,

Hartley - pans, Stockton, Seaton,

Staiths, Sandfend, Eaftrow, and
Saltborn. At Shotley, in Suffolk,

marfhes and banks were laid under

water, and at Manningtree, in Effex,

fixty fheep were drowned : And the

neighbourhood of Orford in Suffolk,

fiffered ftill more.
The wife of Mr. Curtis of Hor-

fham, aged 63 years, was delivered

of male twins.

Pied lately at Knightfbridge,, in

Devon, one George, Gibbons, aged
104 years,

John King, at Noke in Cam-
bridgefhire, aged 130.

Mrs. Take in Cambervvell, aged
102.

Jane Ireton, in St. Andrew's
workhoufe, aged 103.

Mary Wiggins, at Sherborne in
Oxfordfhire, aged 109.

Mary Holt, of Wem in Shrop-
fhjre, aged io§.

FEBRUARY.
A ca.ufe came on before the ,

court of King's Bench, where-
in ferjeant Burland was rjaintitf,

and the corporation of Wells de-
fendants, refpefcing the legality of
removing the former from the of-
fice of recorder, which he had en-
joyed with great reputation for
many years ; when, a peremptory
mandamus was ordered to be made-
out for reftoringf the faid ferjeant

Burland to his former office.

An inqueft was held on the bo-,

dies of two of Mr. Tombs's daugh-
ters, of Cotes, near Cirencester,

one of the age of 24, the other of
8 years, who, on the day before,

were, together wi.h a maid-fervant,
aged 22, poifoned, by taking for a
cutaneous eruption, a dofe of arfer

nick, which was fold to Mrs.
Tombs for cream of tartar, by an
ignorant quack, fome months ago.
They were, foon after taking it,

feized with all the dire fymptoms
which ufually attend the internal

ufe of that curfed drug j and after

enduring inexpreflible torture for

near 8 hours, they all three mife-n

rably expired. Their other daugh-
ter was to have taken the fame

[D] 4 medicine.
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medicine, bin fhe cefired to poft-

pone it till the next day, that fhe

might eo to church ; and thus fhe

efcaped the fate of her filters.

—

Tnis is inferted as a caution not to

purchafe drugs of ignorant quacks,

who, in many inttances where

there is a refemblance, don't know
how to diftinguifh one drug from

another.

A molt remarkable accident and

cfcape happened to a labourer at

Couper of Fife, in Scotland, where

a bucket hnving fallen into a well,

about 30 feet deep, the labourer

was fent down to bring it up, but

unfortunately the lleining fell in

upon him, and inclofed him at

the bottom, without any hope of

releafe. Some workmen were how-

ever employed to clear the rub-

bifh, who continued their labour

till dark, and next morning re-

fumed it. About noon one of

them thought he heard a voice, on

which the hands were doubled,

and all worked with redoubled vi-

gour for feveral hours, when, to

their great aftoniihment, they found

the man alive, without a bone

broken, after being 39 hours in

that fituation.

His Majefty's o'rders, contain-

ing fome new regulations for the

army in Ireland, were received in

that kingdom. By thefe regula-

tions each troop of dragoons is to

have trumpets; crofs-belts for all

the private men ; no officer to wear

gold or filver lace on his cloaths

;

nor to fell out if he did not pur-

chafe ; nor then, but to an officer

on half-pay.

A gentleman paffing through

Chancery - lane, obferved a man
lying on the ground, who had juft

fallen out of a window, and near

expiring. Upon enquiry at the

houfe before which he lay, it ap-
peared that perfons were kept there

who had enliited into the Eaft-

Indi.i company's fervice ; ard the

maiter of the houfe being carried

before the fitting alderman, brought
feveral ot the recruits with him,
who depofed that the man threw

himfelf out of the window. This
is one of the houfes called lock-up

houfes.

A man who had been out ,

in the country to watch a '

houfe, in returning home, at-

tempted to difcharge his gun in

the air, but it not going off, he
put it over his arm to examine
the touch-hole, when it went off,

and fhot another man who was
paffing on the oppofite fide of the

way ; on hearing the man cry out,

the poor fellow ran to his maiter,

told him what had happened, and
offered to furrender himfelf; but

the maiter advifed him to be fecret

till the man recovered or died

;

fince which the poor man is dead in

the hofpital.

A large houfe adjoining to the

gateway of the Saracen's-head inn,

on Snow-hill, fuddenly fell to the

ground, together with that part of

the houfe of MefT. Hayes and
Warwick, which went over the

gateway. The houfe was only oc-

cupied by the family of Mr. Dodd,
who exhibits the ledture on hearts

at Exeter Change on the firft floor,

and that of Mr. Jarvis, a cafe-

maker, in the three pair of flairs

room forward. Mr. Dodd's fami-

ly happily efcaped unhurt ; but

Mrs. Jarvis, and one of her chil-

dren, perifhed in the ruins.

The floods are every where
out; but the moft melancholy ef-

fects of thefe inundations are al-

molt always felt in the fen coun-

tries,
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tries, where a breach in the banks

generally lays whole diitri&s un-

der water ; by a breach in Deep-

ing-bank, feveral thoufand acres

are now under water ; and by the

north-bank of the river Glen giv-

ing way, the north fens are over-

flowed, by which the inhabitant

of the villages between Peterbo-

rough and Lincoln, are reduced to

the molt deplorable circumilances ;

their cattle carried away, and

their homes laid three or four

feet under water ; many other

places have fhared the fame fate

;

and, in lhort, their condensation

..and diltrefs is fuch as none can con-

ceive, but thofe who have been in tne

like fituations.

In many parts of Scotland, the

inundations, on the breaking up

of the fnow, did incredible da-

mage ; at Lochmaben, the waters

of Annan came down with fuch

rapidity, as to take houfes, cattle,

corn, and every thing along with

them.

In Ireland, the Liffey did the

fame ; and in Wales, no man liv-

ing ever faw fuch floods.— It is

amazing, with what folemnity the

Thames and Severn rife and fail

on thefe occafions, flowing with

an enlarged current and a quicker

motion, bnt neither with fo much
rapidity as to furprize cattle, nor

with fo much increafed depth, as

to overflow houfes. The floods on

thefe two rivers, inllead of a cala-

mity, are,' generally fpeaking, a

common benefit, enriching the

paltures on their banks, and fer-

tilizing the countries through which

they pafs.

A ichooner and three open boats

n by his Majefly's armed cut-

ters in the channel, and condemn-

ed for fmuggling, were burnt at

Torbay.

A man who lodged in Earl-

ftreet, Seven dials, went heme in

expectation of having his dinner
ready, but found his 'wife on the
bed intoxicated with liq aor, on
which he placed a train o." gun-
powder, with the g

1-dticn to blow her up, but in iet-

lire to the faro 3 fo

terribly barnt that
I rried

to the hoipital with es of
recovery. The woman eleaped
unhurt.

A poor old man and his wife,

who lived near Chrift-church, Sur-
ry, and ufed to fell gret :

the ftreets till l : fn •},

were obliged to li - theif

fmall capital till it w?.s

and were then forced to f< 11 their

bed, &c. for fupport, which lafted

but a little time; aftl :b be-
ing miffing fonie da :s, the neigh-
bours, who refpefted them for

their former industry, went to

enquire after their health ; when
they found the old woman ftretdv-

ed out upon the floor, juit expired
for want of common r.ecefiaries,

and her hufband almoit dead, who
was carried to the workhoufe
without hope of recovery.—He
has lince, however, got better,

and a collection has been made for

him.

A farmer near Innerdale ?oing
after fome lheep that were miifing

during the fnow, took with rim a
bottle of rum and a fmall g! f>

;

when he found them, fome feemed
juft dying with the cold, to every
one of which he gave a littlj of
the rum, mixed wi:h water, which
inllantly revived them. To thole

that appeared lea.it affected, he
gave
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gave none. What is remarkable,

he got all that had taken the rum
fafe home, but fome of the reft died

by the way.

Laft week Mr. Berrow of the

Grange, fent his man to Chep-

llow, with feveral horfes loaded

with meal. Chepftow bridge is

repairing and near compleated.

The man when he came to the

bridge, led the firft horfe as far as

he apprehended there was danger,

and then left him to fetch the

others, fuppofing he would go for-

wards ; but the horfe turning round

fhoi t before he had got within the

part that was railed, trod on the

end of a loofe plank, which tilted

up, and he fell into the river. It

was then low water, and the

height from the water between 50
and 60 feet. About 130 yards be-

low the bridge, the horfe rofe, hav-

ing broken the girths of the pad,

and cleared from his load, fwam
to the fhore without the leaft

hurt.

On the 19th ult. came on at the

lying-in hofpital, Dublin, a moft

remarkable trial, grounded on a

fuggeftion made by George Roch-
fort, Efq; of the idiotcy of Ni-
cholas Hume, Earl of Ely. The
examination of witneffes employ-

ed five days; and on Saturday the

24th, the Earl of Ely was him-

felf examined by the commiffion-

ers and jurors, in the prefsnee of

the laid George Rochfort, and of
two counfel on the part of the Earl,

and after an examination of three

quarters of an hour and upwards,

the jurors without debate returned

their verdift, That Nicholas Hume,
Earl of Ely, is not an idiot, or of

unfound mind. The commiffion-

ers unanimoii.fi)' approved the ver-

dicb, and have returned the inqui-

fition into the high court of chan-

cery.

They write from Cologne, that

the waters of the Rhine having

been very low for fome time, they

had difcovered oppofite that city

the foundations of a bridge, and

near the three kings gate a kind

of guard-houfe ; fuppofed to be

two antient monuments of the Ro-
mans.

Fourteen tranfports from .

Durham, Newcaftle, and *

Morpeth, were put on board the

Jenny, Capt. Blagdon, bound for

Virginia; at which time ten young
artificers fhipped themfelves for

America. One of the indented

fervants, we hear, who formerly

belonged to Newcaftle, has inlift-

ed into 46 different regiments*

being whipped out of 19, fentenced

to be fhot fix times, but reprieved,

confined in 73 different gaols, ap-

peared under the character of

quack dodlor infeven kingdoms, and'

now is only in the 3 zd year of his

age.

Five of the moft refolute pri-

foners in Salifbury gaol (among
whom were White and Wheeler,

two of the rioters) attempted to

break out, threatening to murder the

keeper, and fet the prifon on fire.

They tore up feveral of the planks

of the floor, and threw brickbats

with great violence at their op-

pofers, and continued their noife

the whole night, and were fo bold

and daring the next morning, that

the keeper was obliged to apply

to the commanding officer for a

party of foldiers to affift in laying

them in irons, or murder, in all

probability, would have enfucd.

Was committed to Chefter. caftje

the
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the fervant maid of Mr. Torking-

ton of Overton-green, charged with

poifoning two of his children, by

mixing arfenick in fome gruel, and

endangering the life of Mrs. Tork-

ington ; and alfo one Elizabeth

Hawkins of Stockport,fortune-teller,

for being an acceffary in the faid

murders.

A jeweller took fome girls, and

their waiting-maid, in a hackney-

coach to a coffee-houfe in Chelfea;

when they came out to return

home, the coachman was gone to a

public-houfe : but it then raining,

the waiter let the company into the

coach, and called out for the driver,

who not hearing immediately, the

horfes moved on, and one of them

being blind, turned towards the

Thames, into which they dragged

the coach, and the water being very

high, it was with the utrr.oft dif-

ficulty that the lives of the ladies

and maid were faved ; but the

gentleman being dunned by a

blow on his temple, was drown-

ed.

On Thurfday died (as was fup-

pofed) Mrs. Margaret Carpenter,

journeywoman to Mr. Smith, li-

very lace-maker in Little Queen-
ftreet, Lincoln's-inn -fields ; and on

Friday (he was properly laid out

in order to be. interred to-morrow

;

when on Friday night, to the ado-
niihment and terror of the whole
family, /he came down ftairs ftark

naked, having only been in a

trance ; as foon as the furprize was
over, they put her into a warm
bed, and gave her comfortable
things for her refrefhment; fhe

faid (he was bitter cold; but her
fituation fo (hocked her, that (he

did not furvive above a day cr

two.

Thomas Davers, (fuppofed to be
nearly related to the late Admiral
Davers) who built, at a vail ex-

pence, a little fort on the river

Thames, near Blackwall, known
by the name of Davers's folly,

after palling thro' a lories of mil-

fortunes, chiefly owing to an un-

happy turn of mind, put an end
to his miferable life : fome few
hours before his death, he was feen

to write the following card : " De-
fcended from an ancient and ho-

nourable family, 1 have, for fifteen

years pad, fuffered more indi-

gence than ever gentleman before

fubmitted to : neglected by my
acquaintance, traduced by my ene-

mies, and infuited by the vulgar,

I am fo reduced, worn down,
and tired, that 1 have nothing

left but that lafting repofe, the

joint aud dernier inheritance of

all.

Oflaudanum an ample dofe,

Mud all my prefent ills com pofe:

But the belt laudanum of all

I want (not rcfolution) but a ball.

N. B. Advertiie this. T. D.
They write from Newcaftle,

that at Harrington near Lambton,
the wife of one Wiifon, as he was
deeping by the fire-fide, came be-

hind him with an ax, and (truck

him on one fide of his neck with

all her force, and cut through the

gullet; upon which he darted up
with all the horror of a dying per-

fon, but fhe repeated the blow,

and clove him on one fide of his

head, which brought him to the

ground, and he expired dire&lv.

She is committed to Durham gao 1

,

but is faid to be out of her rea-

fon.

Jo. Story, a blackfmith at Bel -

ford> having courted the daughter

of
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of Mrs. Eleanor Elliott, widow,

near tfaggerfton* going one day to

her houle to afk for his fvveet-

hcart, found none but the old wo-

man, who told him her daughter

was not at home, but afked him

why he courted her daughter,

who could not bring him above

20 1. and if he would pleafe her,

flic wouid help him to one of 500 1.

On which he replied, he would

ever with gratitude acknowledge

the favour. Then I am the per-

fon, (fays Ihe,) if you'll accept of

the offer : on which a bargain was

(truck immediately, and on Tuef-

day fe'ennight they were married

at ILtllo. The bridegroom is on-

ly 18 years of age, and the bride

64.

, , Came on before Dr. Hay,
1 Dean of the Arches court

of Canterbury, at Dottors Com-
mons, a remarkable caufe between

a gentleman of fortune and a

•voung lady to whom he was fome

time fince married in a private

houfe, or room, in Scotland. The
queftion before the court, and

upon which the caufe turned, was

this, Whether the marriage in

Scotland (as the young lady was

then under age) was binding on

the gentleman, or not ? when,

after many learned arguments by

the civilians on both fides, the

judge was clearly of opinion that

the marriage was good in law, and

pronounced accordingly. That
marriages celebrated in Scotland

do not come within the acl of

parliament in 1754, to prevent

clandeftine marriages.r—• It -is re-

markable, this is the firit caufe of

this nature tried fince the aft

took place, and it is faid is to be

re-heard before the Court of Dele-

gates. •

Two ladies (filters to the gen-
tleman who was lately drowned
at Chelfea in a coach) coming to

town from Bath, were robbed on
Hounflow heath by a fingle high-

wayman.—What is remarkable,

the ladies met the robber about

noon the fame day upon Ludgate-
hill, who appeared much con-

founded ; but the ladies let him
paf>, being fo much affected that

they had net power to call for af-

fiftance to take him.

A geld medal was prefented to

Mr. Doflie, by the fociety, for his

eminent fervices in communicat-
ing the proceffes of making pot-

alh and barilla in A.merica, by
which thefe articles are now be-

come eltablilhed articles of com-
merce in that country. He has

alfo given in writing,' an inge-

nious and ufeful account of pot-

aih, with inftrudtions for judging
of its comparative value, and dii-

covering the fophillications of it,

in order that the fame may be
printed^.

Articles of the peace were ex-

hibited at Hicks's-hall, by a noble

Lord, againit a woman, for

threatening to ftab his lordihip,

and let fire to his houfe } when
the court ordered her to find fe-

curity, or be committed. She found

fecurity

A perfon, dreffed like a gentle-

man, went to a regifter office, and
hired a young man for his fer-

vant, giving him a direftion to

come to his lodgings in Weftmin-
fter the fame evening; but the

office-keeper having a fufpicion of

the perfon, attended the young
fellow to the place, and found it

to be a lock-up houfe for recruits j

and that the pretended gentleman

was no other than a crimp.

Tha
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The feffions ended at the

Old Bailey, when one for

horfe-ftealing and .two for highway
robberies (one of whom was a

negro) were capitally convi&ed.

Thirty-three to be tranfported for

feven years, four to be whipt, and

three were branded.

n This day his Majefty went
' to the houfe of Peers, with

the ufual ftate, and gave the royal

affent to—The bill to panilh mu-
tiny and defertion.—The bill to

continue, for a further limited time,

the free importation of wheat, and
wheat-meal, from any part of Eu-
rope, and to difcontinue the duties

payable on the importation on

barley-meal and pulfe. — The
bill to difcontinue the duties

on the importation of tallow,

hog's-lard, and greafe.—The bill

to diffolve the marriage of John
Stott, Efq; from Ann his wife, to

enable him to marry again, and

for other purpofes.—The bill to

build a new bridge over the

Thames, from Swynford in Ox-
fordfhire, to the oppofite fhore

—

And alfo to feveral road, inclo-.

fure, aud naturalization bills.

A remarkable experiment in

hufbandry was-tried laft fpring, by
one Mr. .Carpenter of Chelten-

ham. In the beginning of March
he fowed about fix acres with

wheat, which turned^ out an ex-

ceeding good crop, and was fit to

reap within nine days of that fowed
at the ufual time. The land was
a light fandy foil, and had been
laid down with turneps, which
were fed off with fheep during the

winter.

th
At a committee in St-

Bride's veftry, an inhabi-

tant, who had fome-time before

mentioned to one of the church-

wardens, fome fufpicion he had
relative to the bringing corpfes

late at night to their burying
giOund on the fide of the Fleet-

market, came and declared to the

gentlemen prcfent, that he law
their grave-digger laft Michaelmas
day, ac a little after 1 1 at night,

with four bearers, bring down by
the fide of the Fleet-market a
fhell or coffin covtred over with a
black cloth, which fomewhat fur-

prifed him ; but he and his man
followed, and prefently coming to

the burying-ground door, the

leader gave two knocks, on which

a woman within fide, aiked who
was there ? One knock more was
repeated j on which the door was
immediately opened, and the con-

tents left in the p.iiTage. On this

extraordinary information they

Cent for the grave-digger, and on,

his appearing, he was quef'uoned

concerning the corpfe that was
brought at 1 1 at night fome time

ago ; he flatly denied being con-

cerned in bringing any fo late at

any time; but -after feme other

queftions, he owned bringing one

a little after nine, from the lock-

up-houfc in the Butcher-row ; and
another time, one from a houfe of
the fame cafe in Chancery-lane.

Being afked whom he had 6rders

from, he named a perfon, who
was fent for; but he pofitively

denied giving any fuch orders.

He afterwards named another, who
was the undertaker, and he bc!ng

fent for, acknowledged that he

gave fuch orders, but could not

recollecl the time ; but after go*

ing home to perufe his books,

found one to be on Dec. 6, 1765,

and another on Sept. 29, 1760,

from the above places, by the de-

fixe of Capt.——— , but not at

the
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time of night above- mentioned

;

he alfo declared he paid the parifh

dues demanded, and alfo the bear-

ers for their trouble ; that he

likewife brought a proper certifi-

cate and oath. On referring to

the parifh regifter of the above

dates, there was found one Evans,

aged iS, was buried Dec. 7, 1765,
and one Hughes, (a pauper of the

parifh) Sept. 30, 1766; but nei-

ther the certificates ncr affidavits

were produced at that time ; the

perfon in whofe cuftody thofe pa-

pers were kept, declared lie took

very little care of them after the

corpfes were buried. On examin-

ing one of the bearers who brought

the corpfe on Sept. 29, he declar-

ed, that he and the reft went up

into a garret or cockloft, in the

lock-up-houfe in the Butcher-row,

where the tiling and ceiling were

open, there they found a man ly-

ing on the boards naked, only

an old blanket flung over him

;

that he htmfelf laid hold of him
to lift him into the fhell, and that

the flefh of his buttocks ituck to

the boards, lb that part thereof

was left behind ; and that they

brought him from the above houfe

about half an hour after 10, which

corroborates the declaration of

the gentleman who acquainted the

churchwardens with thefe pro-

ceedings. The grave-digger, and

three of the bearers, have been

turned out of their employments.

A woman bought an old chair

at a broker's, and upon ripping

the top off, to have it new co-

vered, found concealed in one

corner 21 guineas, all Q^ Anne's

coin, and a bank note, value 200 1.

both tied up in a canvafs bag j fhe

gave for the chair i8d. She has

a large family to maintain.

The K-glit Hon. Lord Baltimore

was unanimoufly elected a fellow

of the royal fociety.

An officer of the cuftoms made
a f izure of near four hundred

pounds worth of fine Flander3

lace, artfully concealed in the

hollow of a fhip's buoy on board

a French trader lying off Iron-

gate.

By a letter from the chief mate
of the PJafly Eaft India country

trading fhip, to his brother, there

is a confirmation of the treach-

erous character of the Chinefe very

ftrikingly fet forth ; for the Plafly

having fold a quantity of opium to

a Chinefe junk of great burthen

in the Malaccas, the letter writer

was decoyed on board, in order to

receive the money for it ; and be-

ing entertained in the moft cour-

teous mariner, till he was off his

guard, he was all at once furprif-

ed by a gun from the Plaffy, and

rofe in hatte to fee what was the

matter, but was inflantly feized

by fix men, from whom he luckily

difengaged hirafelf, by cutting

down the moft refolute of them,

gaining the quarter-deck, though

not without being defperately

wounded, and then jumping into

his own boat, at which the junk

fired, with no other effect, how-
ever, but that of frighting his peo-

ple, fome of whom jumped over-

board. When he reached the Plaffy,

he found that fhe too had been in

the poffeffion of the Chinefe, and

had freed herfelf by a mod def-

perate and bloody effort, in which

the captain loll his life, and moft

of the Europeans on board were

wounded.



CHRONICLE. to
wounded. In this lamentable fix-

ation, the Plaffy was obliged to fet

Tail, without the money for the

goods Told.

It appears from the report lately-

delivered to the court of common -

council of London, by the com-
mittee appointed in 1756, to en-

quire into the right of the mayor,

commonalty, and citizens, to the

hofpitals of St. Bartholomew,

drift, St. Thomas, Bridewell,

and Bethlem; and whether the

right has, in any inftance, been

given up, or taken away

:

" That by three authentic in-

struments, the mayor, common-
alty, and citizens, are the grantees

of the hofpitals and their reve-

nues, and have the fole power of
governing them.

That the right has never been
given up or taken away, except

during the troubles, and while the

judgment upon the information in

tjuo-warranto remained in force.

That the prefent governors a6l

only by an authority referrable to,

and derived from the right of the

city. But,

That though the common coun-

cil, as reprefenting the city, might
have exercifed the right of go-
vernment at firftj yet the lord-

mayor and aldermen very foon took

upon them the fole management of
the charities.

That the word commonalty,
feems in fome records to fignify

not the court of common council,

but the citizens at large.

That in the fourth year of Philip

and Mary fome orders, which had
been before made, were revived by
the court of aldermen ; which or-

ders feem to be the true conllitu-

tion of the hofpitals. There were
to b2 fixty-fix governors at leaft,

fourteen aldermen, and fifty-two

grave commoners, citizens, and
freemen, four of whom were to be
fcriveners. They were to be elec-

ted, at a general court, on St.

Matthew's day,
#
and to continue in

office two years ; and the election

was to be ratified, or reformed by
the next court of aldermen. Thefe
orders were attended to till 1615 ;

but after the troubles, though the

aldermen afTerted their right of
government, and declared that no
unfreeman fhould be chofen a
governor, yet nothing farther was
done, except that they kept up
the form of the beadles giving

up their ftaves on St. Matthew's
day, and preferved a rcfpedtable

footing as individuals, by con-

fining the prefidency to alder-

men, and conftituting all the al-

dermen governors without elec-

tion."

Yefterday morning were mar-
ried at Whitechapel church, one
William Griffin, a journeyman
fhoemaker, and Anne Mofs, a fer-

vant girl. About feven months
ago the parties were out-aflced

(as it is called) at the above

church ; but the girl falling into

an ill flate of health, retarded the

nuptials, and lofing her place, was
very foon obliged to pawn the

moft part of her cloaths, even to

the buckles out of her lhoes.

This, though fhe at length re-

covered her health, fcnd was will-

ing to join hand?, prevented it;

fhe abfolutely refuting to go to be

married in fo ragged a condition,

yet inceflantly prelled by her fweet-

heart,'who, by her obiHnacy, foon

grew into a kind of defpair, ne-

glected his work, depofited hi;

apparel chiefly as above, and a-

bout a fortnight ago, growing

ivean
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weary of his life, took the fol-

lowing methods to get red of it:

He firft wrote a letter to Sir John
Fielding, by the penny-poll,* pur-

from a per:

Bethnal-green, who had the night

before been r< bbtd by a footpad,

and was obliged to go out of

town, and would return by the

next foffion, defcribing himfelf

(Griffin) to be the robber, and

where to be found, &c. But this

fcheme not anfwering his expedi-

tions, as upon an inquiry being

naturally made after the fuppofed

author of the letter, none fuch

could be found ; he then purchafed

a piftpl, and furrendered hirnfelf

with it to Jofeph Girdler, Efq;

a juftice cf peace in the king's

j , defiring him to take his

confeHion of a robbery, which he

pretended he had committed, and

fend him to Newgate, faying he

was forry for what he had done,

but times were fo hard, trade dead,

&c. and he would rather die than

live. Whereupon he was actually

committed to Clerkenwell Bride-,

well, from the Saturday until the

Wednefday following, when he was

examined at the public office in

Bow-ftreet, before the fsid Mr.
Girdler, Sir John Fielding, and

other magiftrates ; when it ap-

pearing that the young lad had a

good character, that it was love

that was the real occafion of his

late extraordinary conduct, and

that the girl alfo on hearing of his

being committed to prifon, had
fallen into fits, and was very ill,

he was difcharged, and another day
appointed for him to come with

his intended bride voluntarily be-

fore the juftices, who promifed

their affiftance in getting them
married the enfuing Sunday; ac-

cordingly they both appeared, and

a young nobleman being prefent,

on hearing the cafe, generoufly

gave five guineas to Sir John Field-

ing's clerk, in order to redeem
their little clothes, and pay the

marriage dues, who went with the

two young people to four different

pawnbrokers on Saturday, and re-

deemed their little goods, and
yeilerday attended the church, and
performed the office of father.

A caufe was tried at the court of

King's-bench at Guildhall, be-

t'.w en one Stroud, a fellowfhip-

porter, of Billingfgate, London^
plaintiff, and a corn-factor, de-

fendant ; the action was brought
again ft the latter for violently af-

faulting the plaintiff when about "

his lawful labour, in unloading

corn out of a veffel on float upon
the river Thames, within the ju-

rifdiction of the lord- mayor of the

city of London, which was de-

nied by the defendant; and after

many learned arguments, by the

counfel on both fides, and examin-

ing feveral vvitneffes, the plaintiff's

cafe being clearly proved, the jury,

without the leaft helitation, brought

in a verdict for the plaintiff, with

full cofls.

Was held at the Old
Bailey, the feffion of Admi-
ralty, when three prifoners were

tried, two of whom were capitally

convicted.

John Wynne, otherwife Power,

late a mariner on board the mer-
chi'nt-fhip Polly, Capt. Cox, bound
from Briltol to the coalt of Guinea,

on the flave trade, of which

fhip, in the abfence of the cap-

tain, who was on fhore at Cape
Appolonia, he by force took upon

him the command, (hooting the

chief mate through the head, and

wounding

27th.
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Wounding; a failor ; at the fame

time obliging the company to

fwear aiirgiance to h'.m ; after

prcc eding to the river Baf-

fan, moil barbaroufly murdered a

free negro, .vho was hoirage on

board for t.vo flaves, on a furmife

tha. he Intet d to raife a revolt ;

firft whipping him, and cu

him with a hanger
;

which

one Fitzgeraldt another ringleader,

ufed him in the fame m oner, till

few iigns of lii ;"t ; when,

to complete the tragedy, one odier

fellow, named Putt, or Port, cut

oft" his head with an axe, and thre^v

him ov.rb lard. H: is to be exe-

Cated on Monday next.

There is no.v living at a place

called Dulwell, near Nottingham,
one Mrs. Melvill, wife of Mr.
Melvill, grccer and linen-manufac-

turer, who is pregnant with her

28th child, 22 of whom are living,

and all by the fame hulband.

A clergyman in Normandy, in

order to promote agriculture in his

parilh, has made a public declara-

tion from the pulpit, that fo far

from exacting more tythe from
thofe who (hall improve their farms,

he will leflen the tythes in propor-

tion to the advancement they mall

appear to have made in new im-
provements.

A verv curious little (hip of 64
guns, compleatly rigged, and but

four inches long, executed by an

officer in the navy, was introduced

to his R. H, the duke of York,
with which his Royal Highnefs
was fo well pleafed from its lingu-

lar minutenefs, the ftruclure and
elegance in which it is highly

finifhed, as to recommend it to

his Majefty; and his Mojefty has
been moft gracioufly pleafed to ac-

cept of it, eiteeming it worthy of
Vot. X.

being placed in his royal cabinet

of curiofities. The materials of

which it is compoled are gold,

filger, fteel, brafs, copper, ebony,

, hair, &c. the hull, malls,

, booms, &c. being ivory,

the guns, anchors, blocks, dead

eyes, $:c. filver, the 64 guns

weighing but 50 grains; the co-

lours, viz, royal ftandard, admi-

ralty and union flags, the jack and

enfign, are alio ivory. It is exe-

cuted on a fcale of forty feet to

one inch.

On the 7 th of January, a little

after midnight, a Turkifh man of

war of 94 guns lying at anchor

in the harbour, near TofTano, at

Con!tantinople, ready to fail with,

another of the fame force for the

Archipelago, was fet on fire by a

pan of coals being put in a room
by ;ome of the people to warm,

them, who fell afleep. The fire

had made fuch a progrefs while

they flept, that the people de-

fpairing to exnnguifh it, and

fearing it fhould be communicated

to the other (hip, cut the cables.

The wind blowing frelh, drove

her to a key called Capani, where

flie fet fire to five faicks (large vef-

fels that trade to the Black-fea)

two of which were laden with

com. They were all pulhed off

from the fhore, and feparated in

the ha.bour. One of them im-

mediately fet fire to three other

faicks, which lay at another key

:

two of them were drove to a

place called Giubali, and fet fire

to the houles on the Conftantinople

fide of the harbour, eighty of

which were entirely confumed.

Several of the veflels went along

lhore on this fide, and fet fire to a

Kiofk of the Grand Seignior's,

which was foon reduced to afhes.

[E] Had
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Had it not been for the dexterity of

the flaves of the Bagnio, who funk

one of the fhips while fhe was on

fire, and driving near to eighteen

large men of war, which lay moored

together before the Arfenal, the

whole of them muft inevitably have

been confumed.

The Grand Seignior, the Grand

Vizir, and all the great officers of

the Porte, were upon the water

giving their orders. The human

mind cannot picture to itfelf a

more finking and horrid fcene,

than to fee, at the fame time, nine

large floating fires, in the middle

of the night, with two great fires

on each fide of the water, which

threatened deftruclion to the whole

city.

The Grand Seignior, who is

blefled with an heart of charity

and benevolence, has given orders

to make up the lofles of the un-

happy fufferers by water.

The fame day a Sultana was de-

livered of a prince, which was made
known on Saturday by the firing of

the cannon from the Seraglio and

the Arfenal, which continued morn-

ing, noon, and evening; and there

are great rejoicings in the Sera-

glio.

The Englidi ambaflador fent the

ufual compliments to the Reis Ef-

fendi upon this occafion.

They write from Florence,

13th. that «' the number of young
maidens which the cham-

berlains of the court have refolved

to portion, on account of the happy-

delivery of the Grand Duchefs, is

one hundred. They are to receive

the nuptial benedi&ion from the

archbifhop, in the metropolitan

church, in prefence of their ge-

nerous benefactors, and feveral

other lords and ladies of the firft

rank ; and after finging te deum*
they will go in proceffion with their

hufbands to the Royal Palace,

where they are to be entertained

with a dinner, and to have the ho-

nour of being ferved by the cham-

berlains, who will afterwards give

them a ball."

Letters from Turin advife, that

on the 7th ult. at four.in the morn-

ing, a fiSock of an earthquake was

felt in that city.

They write from Leghorn, that

a late mock of the earth had been

felt in the ifle of Scio, which threw

down a Greek church, and deftroy-

ed upwards of forty dwelling-

houfes.

They write from Genoa, that on
the 29th of January, M. Francis

Maria Rovere having, on that day,

com pleated his time of two years

as Doge of this Republic, the great

council met the next day, and no-

minated fifteen perfons, for one

out of that number to be elecTed

to fill up the vacant dignity. On
the 31ft the fmall council afTem-

bled, and reduced the nomination

of fifteen to fix : and on the 3d
inilant the great council met again,

and ekfted M. Marcello Durazzo
to fill up the vacant dignity of

Doge for two years ; upon which

occafion the new Doge immediately

received the compliments of the

nobility of both fexes, and will

receive the compliments of the

foreign minifters and confuls on
Monday.
The laft letters from New York

bring advice, that more new ma-
nufactories are going on there

;

among which is one for brafs

wire, and another for enamelling

all kinds of trinkets, after the

Birmingham and Sheffield man-
ner.

The
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The following accounts come

from Florence. We learn from

Finizzano, a territory of this grand

duchy, that between the 21ft oflaft

month and the 4th of the prefent,

they had felt thirty-fix fhocks of

the earth, which his damaged a

great number of public edifices,

and deftroyed many country-houfes.

The mines of copper and filver

lately discovered at Angliari, will

bring in 40 per cent.

The following account is

14th. given of Mr. Higgins, who
was lately committed to the

caftle of Glouceiter. That he was

born at Crad'ey, near Bromfgrove,

in Worcefterfhire. He lived for

fome years at Knutsford, in Che-

fhire, where he married a woman
of a very good family ; that in

October 1765, he had fome bufinefs

at Briilol, for which place he fet

out on foot; that he put up at an

eating-houfe near the marker, and

there received of different people

feveral confiderable funis. He then

returned to Gloucefter on foot, and

in palfing on to Upton, he was

benighted, and lay under a hedge;
that when he came to Upton, he

took a poft-chaife home, whither

he was purfued by Mr. Bioxam,

who lived with Mr. Wilfon of this

city, and apprehended on fufpi-

cion of breaking open Mr. Wil-

fon's houfe ; that whilft he was in

the conltable's hands at Knutsford,

he made his efcape, and having

ordered his wife to difpofe of the

goods there, fettled at French Hay.
His efcape from the conftable, he
fays, induced him to change his

name from Edw. Higgins to George
Hickfon. He defired to be ex-
cufed mentioning the names of the

perfons of whom he received the

money at Briftol, or from giving

any information whence he drew
his refources for the mainte-

nance of himfelf and family. His

wife is a genteel woman, and he

has five children, fome of whom
are grown up. A large party of

gentlemen from Briftoi were to have

dined with him the day after he was
taken up.

Two perfons from Birmingham,
one of whom is the gaoler, came
on Friday laft, and gave infor-

mation on oath, before Nicholas

Hyett, Efq; that Edward Higgins,

lately apprehended at Briftol, was

transported in 1 754 from Worcester,

and that they law him again in

England in 1756.
Died lately at Corfe Caftle, Mary

Symmonds, aged 106 years.

At Corke, Mr. Thaddeus Hynes,

aged 105 years.

In Yorkfnire, John Wood, aged

102.

At Folkftone in Kent, Mrs.

Mary Beddingfield, aged 96.

In Ireland, Brien O'Brien, Efq;

aged 109 years.

At New' Malton, Mary Bielby,

aged 107 years.

At Newcaftle, John Richardfon,

aged 10 1 years.

In Chick-Lane, Mrs. Eliz. Fen-

nell, aged 100 years.

In Oxford Road, Mrs. Sarah

Proffen, aged 102 years, who had

acquired a fortune of 10,000 1. by
pawnbroking.

In Chancery-Lane, Mrs. Pimm,
aged 100 years.

MARCH.
n The fupercargo of the Lord

* Clive Eaft-Indiaman, captain

Barclay/outward-bound, for China,

came to the India-houfe, with an

[£] 3 account
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account of the above fhip being loft

off Boulogne. Two of the crew

were drowned.

The grand jury of the city of

London prefented a memorial re-

lating to the keeper of the houfe

in Chancery-lane, for lodging re-

cruits for the Eaft-India company's

fervice.

Tuefday laft a caufe was tried in

Weftminfter-hall, between a gen-

tleman in Surry and a phyfician

:

the action was brought againft the

latter for criminal converfation with

the plaintiff's lady, and a verdift

was given with 500 1. damages.

The following inftance of the

prefervation of animal life is the

jnoft extraordinary we remember
to have heard of, and is alfo well

attefted: viz. In the late ftorm, a

gentleman at Dufton near Apple-
by, had two ewe fheep that lay

under the fnow from Monday the

1 8th of January, till Sunday the

15 th of lair, month, being thirty-

four days, when they got out of it

themfelves without any help ; al-

though they had nothing to live

upon but fnow all that time ; they

could run as fwift as a child of

eight or ten years old ; they had
Hood at about five yards diftance

from each other.

There is new in the poffefiion of
Mr. Barber, of Handley, near Wor-
cefter, a fow which has had no lefs

than 345 pigs. In the fpace of
one year in particular, (he farrow-

ed three times, had feventeen pigs

in the firft litter, eighteen in the

fecond, and nineteen in the third
;

and this prolific creature is now in

pig again.

The amount of the toll of the

foot-paffage over the new bridge

at Black-Friars, from Nov. jotfi,

1766, to Feb. ioth, 1767, amounted;

to 758 1. 1 s. 6{d.

Mr. Thomas, the princi-

6th. pal fupercargo on board the

Lord Clive Indiaman, flays

in France to take care of fuch of

the company's effects as may be

prefcrved out of the wreck. The
two fupercargoes who arrived on

Sunday, were ordered on Monday
afternoon to the Downs, to proceed

to China on board the Vanfittart.

On Tuefday evening a great

number of farmers were obierved

going along Pall-mall with cock-

ades in their hats : on enquiring

the reaibn, it appeared they all

lived in or near the pariih of Stan-

well, in the county of Middlefex,

and that they were returning to their

wives and families, to carry them
the agreeable news of a bill being

rejected for inclofing the faid com-
mon, which, if carried into execu-

tion, might have been the ruin of a
great number of families.

Wednefday laft were tried, by a

fpecial jury, two caufes, in both

which the chamberlain of London
was plaintiff; one againft T
J—— . and the other againft J

S—— , for buying and felling go-

vernment fecunties for their

friends, not being brokers : in

both which caufes verdicts were

given for the defendants ; by which

it is now fettled, that every perfon

is at liberty to employ his friend

to buy or fell government fecuri-

ties, without being obliged to be

at the expence of employing a

broker ; which will be a great in-

ducement for people to lay out

their money in the funds, and con-

fequently a great addition to pub-

lic credit.

On Tuefday night, as Charles

Whitwonh,
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Whitwortli, Efq; member for Blet-

ching'ey in Surry, was returning

to his houfe at Greenwich, a foot-

pad (lopped his carriage at the end

of Peckham-Lanr, and demanded
his money ; but inllead of comply-

ing, Mr. Whitworth let down the

glafs of his carriage, and fired at

him with a blunderbufs ; after

which the coachman drove on.

The man was a few days after-

wards found dead a few fields dif-

tanr, and proved to be an oftler on

Blackneath.

John Wynne, otherwife

10th. Power, was executed pur-

fuant to his fentence at Ex-
ccunon-Dock.

About one o'clock in the after-

noon, the right hon the lord-

mayor, feveral aldermen, and the

commutes of common council, and
of the lkir.nera company, went from
the maufion-houfe, in a cavalcade

of abo.it thirty coaches, to pref.nt

t ie freedom ot the city of London
to his Ru/al Highne's the Duke of
Cumberland ; a~.d on their return

they were elegantly entertained at

dinner by his lordfhip at the man-
fion-houie.

On Tuefday evening, one of the

deputy-bearers of St. Bride's, who
had been turned out of his polt

with two others and a grave-dig-

ger, for being concerned in bring-

ing a corpfe from a lock-up houfe,

to the church-yard of the laid

parifh, at Fleet - ditch, late at

night, came to the committee of
pour, then fitting in the veftry,

and defired to be heard in his vin-

dication ; accordingly he was ad-
mitted, when he declared that the

grave-digger came, on the 29th of
lall September, about nine at

night, jufl after he had done (up-
per, and tc4d him he muft go with

[69

him and two others, to fetch a
body to Mr. - the undertaker.

Accordingly he went with him to

the undertaker's houfe, where his

fervant immediately took a coffin,

and went along with them : on
coming near Temple-bar, he afked

the grave digger (who was the

principal in the affair) where he
was going to, who told him to

Hyde - Park hofpital ; but when
they came into tne Butcher-row,

they flopped at a certain houfe,

and as the grave-digger proceeded

in with the perfon who had the

coffin, he declared he would not go
in, for he did not like the houfe;

but after fome altercation, he went
with the reft, and with fome dif-

ficulty they perfuaded him to go np
flairs ; at the top of the houfe, they

found a -poor wretch laying dead,

v\ om they put into the coffin, but

that the corpfe and the houfe

flunk fo much, that it made him
bring up his fupper, for he be-

lieved the body had been dead five

or fix days ; however they brought

the corpfe down hairs, and relied

it in the pafTage, where the perfon

of the houfe gave them two pots of

beer to drink, which were fo bad,

that they could not drink it; on

which they defired the perfon of

the houfe to let them have a penny-

worth of gin each, and they would

pay for it ; but he, rapping out an

oath, told them he would give it

them ; on drinking whicn, the

door, which was locked all the

while they were in the pafiage,

was opened, and they brought the

corpfe away ; inftead of carrying

it to the undertaker's, as the

grave-digger had told him at firfl,

when they came to Fleet-market,

he then told them the undertaker

would not be at home, and they

[E] 3
mighs
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might as well carry it to the church- have mod unfortunately loft their

yard, which was done accordingly ; lives, Thefe unhappy (offerers

that they then went to the under- were returning from Mouline mar-

taker's next morning, for their ket, where they had been difpofing

pay, who gave them a (hilling a of their linen yarn. Six farmers,

piece ; on which one of the bearers with their wives, perifhed on this

told him it was a very hard job,

and hoped he would give them

fomething to drink; the under-

taker then faid he had but fourteen

(hillings for the burial, (even of

which he had paid the pariih, and

four to them, fo they might judge

of the fmallnefs of his prcrit ; how-

ever he gave them a pot of purl,

and they departed.

Was held at Merchant-

1 2th. Taylors hall, a general court

of the Eaft-India company,

when it appearing by the report of

the directors, that the late terms

offered by them to government were

inadmiflible, therefore a motion,

occafion. This paffage, though

the only accefs to a populous coun-

try, is very rapid and dangerous ;

and this is the third time, within

thefe twelve months, that this be at

has been forced down the river,

by the immenfe rapidity of the

current, though on the two former

occafions happily no lives were

loft.

As fome workmen were lately-

digging down King Barrow, at the

fouth end of Stoborough, near

Wareham, in Dorfetfliire, to make
the turnpike read in the centre, at

the bottom of the Barrow, and even

with the furface of the earth, in the

was made by George Dempfter, natural fandy ground, was diico-

Efq; that the court lhould be ad- vered a very large hollow trunk of

journed to next Wednefday, in or- an oak, rudely excavated, ten feet

der that fome farther propolitions long, four in diameter, much de?

might be propofed to -accommodate cayed ; on opening it were found

the prefent differences between the many bones of an human body

company and the mininry ; and wrapped up" in a large coverii.^

after a debate of near four hours,

Sir James Hodges moved, that the

court mould be adjourned to next

Monday, which motion was una-

nimoufly approved of by the whole

proprietors.

They write from Edinburgh,

of feveral dcer-lkins, neatly fewed

together. On unfolding the cover-

ing, was found a fmall veffei of oak,

of a very dark colour, in the (hape

of an urn. On the outfide was cut

a great number cf lines, but no-

t'uing was found in it. There were

that on Thurfday the 26th of Fe- the remains feemingly of a piece of

bruary, between five and fix in the gold lace, four inches long and two

afternoon, the ferry-boat on the

water of Garry, at Invergarry,

near the pafs of Killicrankie, con-

taining thirty paffengers, was car-

ried down the river by the rapi-

dity of the current, and was over-

fet ; by which melancholy accident,

no lefs than twenty-feven perlbns Windfor.

and a half broad, found ftuck on a

deer- (kin covering, which was very

much decayed.

A weft -country barge, laden

with (even hundred facks of flour,

and three hundred quarters of malt,

is funk in the river a little above

About
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About eight in the even- honks in the town. Upwards of

13th. ing, the Dauphinefs died at fifty dwelling - houfes with fhops,

Vcrfailles. Her highnefs backhoufes, and the fhambles, are

was born at Drefien, the 4th of reduced to afhes ; the wind being

November 1731, of Frederick An- very high, it was with the greateil

guftus III. king of Poland and

elector of Saxony, and Mary Jofe-

pha Benedict, arch-duchefs of Auf-

tria, eldeit daughter to the emperor

Jofeph. She was married the 9th

of November 1747,10 Louis, Dau-
phin of France, who died at Fon-
tainbleau the 20th of December
1765. By tiiis prince fhe has left

five children, three fons" and two
daughters. Upon this melancholy

occafion, his mull: chriftian majefty

and all the royal family retired im-
mediately to Marli.

Lad night the prifoners in the

Gatehoufe rofe in the ablence of
the head turnkey, ruihed upon the

deputy turnkey, and knocked him
down, then took the keys and
opened the door, and fix made their

efcape, but by timely affiftance the

reft were all fecured.

We hear from Richards- caftle,

(a populous parifh of feveral miles

extent, famous for the falubrity of
its ajr, and celebrated by Camden
and other hiftorians, for that ftrong

and pure fpring, called Bonewell)
that only one perfon died there,

in the laft year : An inftance fcarce

to be paralleled in the whole na-
tion.—It is remarkable alfo, that

this parifh divides the counties of
Hereford and Salop ; that the
church ftands in the former, and
the parfonage-houfe in the latter

county.

Between nine and ten o'clock in

the morning, a mod dreadful fire

broke out at Ottery St. Mary, in

the county of Devon, which con-
tinued til fix in the evening, and
confumed the better part of the

difficulty prevented from deftroying

the whole town.

Was held a general court

of the Eaft-lndia company, 18th.

at Merchant- taylors hall,

Threadneedle- ftreet, which confided

of a very numerous meeting of the

proprietors : the court was opened
wi:h a fpeech from a very reputa-

ble proprietor, calling to mind the

great fervices and merits of lord

Clive; and concluded with the fol-

lowing motion?, viz.

That it is the opinion of this

court, that the important fervices

rendered to the company by lord

Clive, merit a grateful acknow-
ledgment and return ; and that a
grant to his lordfhip, and his per-

lonal reprefentatives, of an addi-

tional term in the jaghire of ten

years, commencing from the de-

termination of his lordfhip's pre-

fent right therein, would be a

proper acknowledgment and re-

turn for fuch important fervices ;

and that it be recommended to the

court of directors, that upon any
future propofitions being made,
either to parliament, or tu his ma-
jefty's minifters, this refolution of
the general court be humbly repre-

fented.

This motion being feconded, a
debate enfued, which concluded in

a motion of adjournment made by
Mr. Dempfterj upen which the

court divided, and it was carried

againft the adjournment, by a mo-
jority of 73, viz. 243 againft 170:
then the main queftion being put,

a ballot for the decifion of the fame
was demanded by two different

m * lets
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fets of proprietors ; the firil con-

fiftirg of gentlemen who
the queilion, ihe other of gentle-

men vv.:0 vcted for the adjourn-

ment of the court. At the eon-

clufion of the ballot, the numbers
were, for

Sir George Colebrooke'squeft. 456
Mr. George Dempftxi's - 264
After the conclufion of thefe quel-

tions, the proprietors formed theni-

felves into a general court, when
Mr. Dempiler moved to recor.fL'er

the queition cor.ccrning the addi-

tional term of ten years pro cfed

to be granted lord Clive in ins

jaghire, commencing from his lord

fhip's prefent intereft therein, and

which was to be ballotted for on

the 24th. This motion wasopppfed
by Sir James Hodges, knt. a-, being

entirely contrary to order, and the

proceeding;, of the faid court. Af-

ter a debate, which lalted till half

2n hour pall ten o'clock, the ques-

tion for -adjournment to the 24tn,

was carried by a very coufiderable

majority.

They write from Scotland, that

the ruins of the ancient city ofCa-
inelon have been lately difcovered

within fv.ur miles of Perth. This
city was the capital of the PicTtifh

kingdom before it was over - run
and deftroyed by the Scots about

800 years ago.

Since the ere clion of the Britiih

linen company at' Edinburgh, in

1746, the annua! amount of linen

ftamped ft r file in Scotland, is in-

creased from 5.400,324 yards, value

122,870!. 13s. to 1 2,746,659 yards,

value 579,227!. 11 '. whicn was the
report of that fociety for th<^ lait

year.

His majefty went to the

33d. houfe of peers, attended by
the duke of Ancaiter and

the carl of kg'i'tton ; when the

; »
i

" e c j to thirty-one

and private bills, among
which w re the foil wing, viz.

The bill for an aid to

h's majeily by a land-tax for the

f rvice of the nrelent yeir.

The bill for the better regulating

his mnjelty's marine forces when
on (hore.

bi 1 for rebuilding the paiifh-

church ol S. Martin's in Wor-
c^iler.

The "he m< re efreclual

maintenance a: d relief of the poor
of Q. eenborough in K.'nt.

rh? bill ro inlaigc tne term and
powers grant d to the inhabitants

of St. Mary Rotherhithe by certain

.il rates, for rebuilding their

parifn-chui

Trv write »rom New callle, that

on • William HodgfoA, :i red twenty-

two, labourer, at Sir Liure'. ce Dun-
da='s aiu.n work, fell, du ing the

late g'ea fnow, from the top of
tire ciirr" at the n'w work at

Lofthoule, which from top to bot-

tom meafures juft 155 yards. J he

precipice is fomewhat flanting for

about two - thirds from the top.

He flid down that pare of the rock

on his breech with amazing ve-

locity, carrying down with him a

large quantity of fnow, which

preserved hiin in a great meafure ;

and being thrown with great ve-

hemence from a projecting crag,

which turned iiim heels over head,

he fell down perpendicular up-

wards of fifty yards into a fnow

drift at the toot of a cliff, where

he lay abov: h.t'f an hour before

his companions could ^et to him
to take him up ; and indeed they

were fome time in fufpence whe-

ther they mould 6o 10 him or to

the director of the work, in order

CO
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to have the coroner fent for, be-

caufe they never expected to find

him alive. His right thigh was

very much broke; the left knee,

and tne inward extremity of the<

right col'ur bone, were diflocated.

He was infenfible for fome days,

and a month elapfed before he re-

covered a right ufe of his reafon.

His left hand is paralytic ; but

there are at prefent hopes of his re-

covering tne ufe of it in a fhort

time. It is remarkable, that he
was fo far from having any pre-

fence of mind during the fall, ttiat

he has not the lealr remembrance
of it, and, on growing fenfible,

would not for fome time believe

that he had fallen down the cliff,

though he remembers being at the

top of it juft before he flipt down :

but he knows no more of what fol-

lowed than if he had not exiikd,

nor has any idea of the fpace of

time during which he was infen-

fible.

His Daniih Majefty was taken

ill of a fcarlet fever, which was
thought infectious, notwithstand-

ing which, the queen molt aflidu-

ouily attended him, nor would (he

have him day or night till his life

was out of danger.

A gentleman near Warrington
in Lancaihire, labouring under a

delirium, conceived himfelf befet

by robbers aad afi'aflins, and bei^g

very much difordered in the night,

the fervants endeavoured to get

into his room to fecure him, when
he fuddenly opened the door, and
in the dark difcharged a fowling-

piece among tiiem, whereby an old

fervant whom he had a great re-

gard for, was killed, and others

were much hurt, to the, inexpref-

iible grief of the family.

The numbers upon the ballot

[73
taken at Merchant-t2ylors hall,

upon the quellion piopofed by fir

Jame, HoJ^es, knt. relating to the
grant of an additional term of tea

years, after the determination of.

lord Clive's prefent right in his

jaghire fhall be expired, was de-
clared as foilows :

For the queftion — 361
Againilit — 332

Majority 29
After the above declaration, Mr.

Baker moved for an immediate ad-
journment. This mo:!jn was op-
pofed by another proprie.or, who
offered an amendment to this ques-
tion, viz. That the court fhouli

be adjourned to a certain day, in

order to receive the directors re-

port, concerning Mr. Sullivan's,

and the other proportions referred

to the directors conlideration, for

accommodating the company's pre-
fent difputes with government.
Tnefe two queftions caufed long
debate?, which lafted till after

eleven o'clock, when, on a divificn

demanded upon the firit queilion,

there were,

For adjourning _/£?<? <fo 85'

Againit it 76

Majority 10
The following extraordinary af-

fair happened ac Ferrybridge. On
Monday morning the fscond inft.

the wife of Thomas Benfon of
that place, being fuddenly taken
ill, fhe to all appearance expired,

and continued without any fymo-
toms of life the whole day, and
every proper requifite was ordered
for her funeral; but the hufband,
hoping for fome confclation in his

diitrels, by fome money which he
had reafon to believe fhe had fe-

creted from him in her life-time,

began



74] ANNUAL REGISTER, 1767.

began to fcarch for it on Tuefday

morning, and found feven pounds

ten fhillings in crown pieces, con-

cealed in an old box ; but, upon

his attempting to take it away, he

was furprized by his wife, who
was jail then recovered, met him,

and terribly frightened him, by

appearing as if nothing had hap-

pened, and continued feemingly

in good health till Thurfday noon,

when fhe actually expired.

LENT CIRCUIT.

At Aylefbury afiizes, five were

capitally convicted, four of whom
were reprieved.

At Bedford afiizes, three were

capitally convidfed, one of whom
was reprieved.

At Briftol afiizes,' three were ca-

pitally convicted, two of whom
were reprieved.

At Cambridge afiizes, two were

capitally convicted.

At Chelmsford afiizes, nine were

capitally convkted, eight of whom
were reprieved..

At Dorchefter afiizes, two were

capitally convicted, one of whom
was reprieved.

At Eaft Grinftead afiizes, three

were capitally convicted, but were

reprieved.

At the ifle of Ely afiizes, none

were capitally convicted, there not

being fo much as one fingle bill of

indictment before the grand jury.

At Gloucefter afiizes, fix were

capitally convicted, three of whom
were reprieved. Five of the rioters,

condemned at the fpccial commif-

fion, were ordered to be tranfported

for life.

At Hereford afiizes, feven were

capitally convicted.

At Huntingdon afiizes, one was
capitally convicted.

At Kingllon afiizes, three were
capitally convicted, one of whom
was Richard Mihil, a baker, for

the murder of his brother ; an ac-

count of which the reader may fee

in our hit year's chronicle.—At
this affize a remarkable caufe was
tried between a gentleman, plain-

tiff, and Mr. Wm. Courtney, defen-

dant ; the acfion was upon a wager
of 100 guineas, which was reduced

into writing, that plaintiff procured

three horfes that mould go ninety

miles in three hours, which defen-

dant laid he did not. The plaintiff

proved his cafe very well ; but. i*

appearing to the court and jury

that it was an unfair bet, the jury

gave a verdict for the defendant.

It feems the manner plaintiff per-

formed this undertaking was by

fiarting all the three horfes toge-

ther, fb that they had but thirty

miles a- piece to run in the three

hours, which was done with all the

eafe imaginable.

At Lancaiter afiizes, fix were ca-

pitally convided.

At Lincoln afiizes, two were ca-

pitally convicted.

At Maidllone afiizes, two were

capitally convicted, one of whom
was Robert Rymes for the murder

of Richard Williamfon, hoitler at

the Antelope, at Dartford. Rymes,
who had been long a vagabond,

came into the kitchen, and demand-

ed beer, which the malter of the

inn refufed; on which he became
troublefome : The hoftler was or-

dered to turn him out. Rymes
firuggled hard, and fwore he would

ilab" him. The hoitler defended

Kimfelf with a ftick, and then ran

from Rymes, who purfued him a-

bout
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bout en hundred yards, overtook

him, and gave him a mortal wound

in his bread, of which he died

days after. The trial lalLd five

hours, and the jury brought in

their verdict wilful murder, and in

confequence Rymes was executed

at Dartford next day. He died

without the leaft remorfe, laying

he was guilty of no crime, nor

would ever forgive his profecutor,

for what he did was only in his own
defence.

Nottingham proved . a maiden

affize.

At the afiizes at Oakham, two

were capitally convicted, but were

reprieved.

At Oxford afiizes, none were ca-

pitally convicted.

At Rending afiizes, three were
capitally convicted

At Saiifbuiy afiizes, three were

capitally convicted, two of whom
were reprieved.

At Siirewfbury afiizes, fix were

capitally convicted.

At Stafford, afiizes, feven were
capitally convicted, all cf whom
were reprieved except a woman for

a robbery, who, pleading her belly,

was refphed to the zoth of June.

At Suffolk aiiizes, four were ca-

pitally convicted, but were all re-

prieved.

At Taunton afiizes, four we;-*

capitally convicted, but have been
all reprieved.

At Thetford afiizes, feven were
capitally convicted.

At Warwick afiizes, four were
capitally con\icted, one of whom
was reprieved.

At Wincheiter afiizes, feven were
capitally convicted.

At the afiizes for the county of
York, five were capitally convicted,

three of whom were reprieved.

At the aiiizes for York city, one
n was capitally convicieu.

T\)e late uauphinefs hath be-
ied feveral religious jewels to

the queen ; her wedding ring to the

catnedral church of Chartres ; a
picture reprefenting Night to the

bithop of Verdun, her tint almoner,
whom the recommends to the king
in her will, as alio Mr. Pander de
la Breuille, her phyfician, and Mr.
d'Artis, valet de chambre of the

late daupiiin ; a picture of that

prince in the regiment As of a dra-

goon, to the duke de la Vaguyon,
with a precious rehc; another re-

lic to the countefs de Marfan, go-
verneis to the children of Prance ;

and a fuperb inuff-box to each of
her ladies. That princefs has alfo

figi ihed her intentions, that all

her domeftics be amply rewarded.
According to her defire, her heart

was depofited in the royal abbey
of S.. Dennis, by the cardinal de
Luynes, and the countefs de la

Marche accompanied it thither.

Her highnefs's body was removed
on Saturday to Fontainbleau, and
the next day to the metropolitan

church of Sens, wnere it was de-

pofited in the fame vault with the

remains of the late dauphin. The
funeral fervice was performed by
the cardinal de Luynes.

The governors of the city

of London lying-in hofpital 26th.

held their annual xeaft, &c.

when .330 1. was collected for the

charity.

As feven or eight mufqueteers
were coming out of an eating-houfe

in Paris, where they had drank
plentifully, they happened to be
fplaihed by a little cart that a poor
man was drawing along, on which
they fell upon the poor fellow, and
beat him feverely. A foldier of

the
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the watch feeing this, called the

guard, which being come, v

have feized the muiqueteers, but

they drew their fworets, and threat-

ened to run through the body who-

i'o ••. er (hould dare to lay hold of

them. More guards were called,

but this reinforcement ferved only

to irritate the mufqaeteers. They
were defir d to lay down their

arms, and the affair ftiould be

dropped, but in vain ; nothing

could perfuade them ; fo that the

guards, after having behaved to

them in a manner fuitable to their

quality, tired a mufquet mot, which
' happily did no hurt, but was the

fignal of a (harp and obilinate fight

en both fidjs, in which one of the

mufqueteers was mortally wound-

ed ; the others fled. Moit of the

•fcldiers of the guard were wound-

ed in this battle, which iafted near

two hours.

They write from Hertford in

New-England of the 12th of Ja-
• unary, that the weather, which of

late had been very cold, changed

to warm ; and laft Monday it be-

gan to rain, which continued that

night and next day ; there being a

good d~al of fnow on the ground,

it occasioned a vaft and Hidden

flood, which has done great da-

mage to the mills, dams, bridges,

&c. in this place a large dam is

carried away, together with a faw-

mill, and the greateft part of a grift

mill, in which was de&royed a con-

siderable quantity o- grain and

meal; another g.nt 1 i on the

fame ftream has recei c ome da-

mage, and the great bridge was
with the greateft diffic lit] preferv-

ed. A warenoufe, fitted up for

and occupied by a family, at the

ferry, was entirely carried off"

by the ice, and the family v^ry

narrowly efcaped. Happily the

ice flopped before the height of
the flood, or it is probable all the

ftores and dwelling houfes at the

river fide had been fwept away. All

the welt diviiion bridges but one

are carried away, and their mills

much damaged. Befides the above,

the town will fuffer greatly in the

Lfs of fences, which are prodigi-

oufly damaged. At Middletown,

the great uridge lately eroded is

carried away, as are alfo feveral

other bridges on th fame river; in

the well part of that town feveral

bridges, mills, and dams are f.vept

away. Mr. S.ephen Blake of that

place, an under fheriff, and his foa

about twelve years old, were both

drowned, in attempting to crcis a

bridge at the fouth end of

town. At Snrrield, all their mills,

dams, and bridges, are carried

away, or much damaged. A.

mington, a fulling-mill, with i»s

dam, has been carried off; there

bridges are a good deal damaged.
The bridge at Windfor, which late-

ly coft 200 1. in building, is de-

ftroyed. At Wintonbury, a fulli >g

mill, and dam, belonging to Capt,

Gillet, were carried away, togetner

with a quantity of cloth. On the

poit road between tuis place and

New York there are o'nly Kingf-

briuge and a bridge at Norwolk
left (landing. New Haven has

lV. red very much, having loft

three or lour iarge bridges, and
two or three e' kes made for dam-
ming out the tides.

A calculation of the number of

cattle, &c. killed in one year in

the city of London, made by the

late Mr. Em p. on, 176 1 : Saeep
and lambs 711,121; bulls, oxen,

and cows, 78,254; calves, 104,760;
hog; for pork, 146,532.; ibr

ba,«.
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41,000; fucking pigs,

171
bacon,

52,600.
Another fire has nearly complet-

ed the total ruin of the unfortunate

town of Bridgetown in Barbadoes.

It broke out between eight and

nine at night, on the -27th of De-
cember, and continued burning till

morning, with more fury than the

dreadful one of the 19th of May.
Above forty dwelling houfes are

burnt down, betides feveral confi-

derable ftores and timber-yards.

It began in an old ftore of Me firs.

Bedford and Co. but in what man-
ner no one can give any account.

Several large yards full of lumber

and coals being contiguous, it was

impoffible to extinguifh it till it

ha.l cohfumed all within its reach,

be/ides feveral capital houfes be-

longing to the merchants ;' a vaft

quantity of boards, planks, ftaves,

and heading for fugar and rum
caiks, &c. were deitroyed, as molt

of the trade was carried on in this

fpot fince the former terrible dif-

alter.

They write from Venice, that'

the deputies of the republic gave
lately to the reigning duke of Wiir-

temburgh the diverfion of a bull-

fight in the fquare of Sr. Mark.
Forty -eigne maflcs, dreffed in the

Englith, Spanilh, Swifs, and Hun-
garian manner, harafled the bu'ls

whillt they were baited by the dogs ;

after which two perfons ftruck orF,

at a fingle blow, the heads of fix

bulls fuccelfively. The baiting of
three bulls, with fireworks fixed to

them, clofed the diverfion, a; which
upwards of twenty thoufand perfons

affifted ; and there was afterwards a

grand fupper.

The edict again ft luxury is (o

ftrittly obferved at Stockholm, that

a eounfellof pf Irate, who had neg-

lected to have a velvet border ftript

off a cloak which he had worn ma-
ny years, was fummoned a few days
ago before the tribunal to whom
the execution of the faid edict be-

, and reprimanded; and all-
ey, refpe&able no lefs by her merit

than her high birth, has been alfo

obliged to appear before them, for

drinking a difh of chocolate in her
box at the play-houfe."

The king of Naples, playing

lately with the prince de Spacca-
torno, gentleman of his chamber,
accidentally tore one of the prince's

ruffles. The latter, who oighi to

have taken it only in joke, imme-
diately uttered feme harih expref-

fions, and was put under an arrefi

for fome days in the caftle : from
whence he was no fooner releafed,

than, inftead of going to make his

excufes co the king, as good fenfe

dictated , he went to the prince de
St. Nicandre, formerly his majef-

ty's governor, and there made ufe

of terms as unguarded as before;

for which audacity he has been
again panifhed by the lofs of all

his polls, and baniihment to his

eftate in Sicily.

crs from Saintonge advife,

s have lately made
rru ft :errible ravages in the neigh-

of St. Jean d'Angeli,

where feveral perfons who had been
bi. by them have died mad.

A woman, by profeffion a featn-

ftreis, has been condemned by an.

arret of th But of Paris, to

make the amende honorable, to be
fixed to the Carcan, to be branded
and confined to the faltpetre-houfe

for nine years, for having, by means
of a forged regitter of her firft huf-

band's burial, contracted a fecond
marriage with another man, whofe

The writing-

mafter,
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mailer, who forged the regiiler, is

Ekewife condemned to the gallies

for life, after making the amende
honorable, and being branded in

the moulders. This fentence began

to be executed Jail Thurfday.

There was lately tried at Chelmf-

ford, in Eflex, two caules, where-

in William Butler, and John Mun-
gall, of Barking, in the fame

county, fiflicrmen, were plaintiffs;

and an officer of the cuftoms, at

Maiden, defendant. The action

was brought for the illegal feizure

and detainer of the plaintiffs fiihirig-

boat, and for killing and other-

wife damaging, with a boat-hook,

their cargo of filh, for no other

reafon than the plaintiffs having

on board an old rally mu(ket, a

pound of {hot, and half a pound

of powder, which the officer called

fire-arms, againft the king. A ver-

dict was found for the plaintiffs,

with damages and full colts of

fuit.

A coal-mine has been opened

near Campbeltown in Cantire,

which promiles to fucceed well ;

in time it may prove an advan-

tageous trade to that port, which

promifes to be a flourifhing place,

from whence many veffels are going

to the Newfoundland fifhery.

They write from Genoa, that the

hereditary prince of Brunfwick ar-

rived there from Turin, early in

the morning of the 20th of Fe-

bruary. At half an hour after his

arrival, he was complimented by
the mailer of the ceremonies in the

republic's name, who renewed the

offer of a deputation on behalf

of the republic, which his Serene

Highnefs defired, in the moll po-

lite manner, to be excufed from

accepting. The prince will em-
bark, in a few days, on board his

majefly's (hip Montreal, for Antibea

or Toulon.

The late earthquake has done
con fide 1 able damage to the houfes

in this city. It has been fucceeded

by feveral other (hocks not fo vio-

lent as the fir it, and there is a con-

stant tremor in the earth, felt in the

city and its environs.

On the ninth of February, at a

quarter after four in the morning,
three fucceffive (hocks of the earth

were felt at Grade in France. The
firlt la lied but a few feconds, though
it waked feveral perfons in bed,

and threw down fome tiles and
chimnies. During its continuance,

a found was heard like that of a

firong gull of wind. The two other

(hocks were not fo fenfibly felt.

Thefe (hocks were confiderably

more violent in Italy; but dimi-

nifhed in proportion as they were
nearer to France. Their force was
greateft at Venice, lefs coniiderable

at Genoa, and (till lei's at Nice.

By the earthquakes at Fivizzano

in Tufcany, the cathedral is rent

in many parts ; the church of the

Cordeliers has iuffered much, and
the great hofpital, the town-hall,

and the fak-magazine, are greatly

damaged.
On the 1 2th of this month, at

three in the morning, a fire broke
out in the king's palace at Warfaw,
and in two hours dellroyed one en-

tire wing ; in which, arnongfl o-

ther people, were lodged a part of
his majeity'sown family. No lives

were loir, but papers of great im-
portance to the republic are de-

llroyed.

Prince Repnin, ambaffador from
Ruffia, prefented a declaration to

the king of Poland, figned by the

emprefs, by which fhe demands,

that the Diffidents of Poland and
Lithua-
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Lithuania be forthwith reftored to

the enjoyment of their ancient

rights and privileges ; and that in

order to accomplish this, fhe has

found herfelf obliged to order

30.000 men to enter Poland, who
will not leave the country till the

Diffidents are put upon an equal

footing with the other citizens.

A confpiracy was formed among
the felons in the North-Gate jail

in Chefter, wherein one Evan Tho-
mas, who was confined for a mur-
der and robbery, was the ring-

leader. About eight, when the

turnkey was going to put him and
three others into the dungeon,

Thomas feized him, and threw him
into the dungeon, and took the key
from him and locked him in ; his

cries brought Mr. Whitehead, the

gaoler, down to his affiftance, when
Thomas ran a penknife i:Uo Ins

throat, and killed him on the fpot.

They went up into the houfe, and,

feizing Mr?. Whitehead, demanded
the key of the North-Gate from
her, who told them that her huf-

band had it in his pocket ; upon
which they went down flairs to

fearch for it. In the mean time

Mrs. Whitehead unlocked the

North-Gate door, to call affiftance ;

but they came up again, and fei2ed

her while the door was open : three

men, however, coming out of the

ftreet, fecured three of the felons;

but the above Evan Thomas made
his efcape : his irons were found the

next day in a field near the city.

About nine at night, four

men, coming to town from
Holloway in a hackney-coach, were
attacked by four foot-pads, who,
on fome refiftance being made,
(hot one of the men through the

head, and he expired immediately.

They took from the reft about 15 1.

30th.

and helped the dead man (one

Griffiths, a turner in Clerkenwell)

into the coach, and then made their

efcape.—Intelligence of this mur-
der, with a defcription of the mur-
derers, being fent to Sir John
Fielding immediately, one of them
was taken next day, and by his

means all the reft.

A terrible accident happened at

a colliery near Farfk-ld, Durham.
The pits were 80 kithcm deep;
and Oil Friday morning laft, when
all the hands were at work, it went
off with a great explofion, by which

39 perfons loft their lives. Mcfc
of their bodies are got up, but in

a very mangled manner. The own-
ers are now giving 20 1. premium
per man ; And fo great is the necef-

fity of the poor, that they are al-

ready nearly fupplied.

The whole quantity of the dif-

ferent forts of grain imported this

month at the port of London, a-

mounts, to 71. 153 qrs.

The following are the particu-

lars of a murder perpetrated by
Alexander Grant, alias Dearg,
weaver, in Drummalie, in the

fhire of Elgin, on John M'Donald,
alias M'Ifaac, tenant in Drum-
mulie, on the 15th of March.
Grant kept a whifky houfe, as did

M'Donald; the latter fupplied

with better liquor, and, being of
a more affable temper, engroffed

all the compsny. Grant's envy
was raifed, and he was often heard

to fay, " he would do him an ill

turn." On a Sunday, Grant,
with M'Donald 's brother-in-law,

and fome neighbours, went to

drink whifky at M'Donald's;
when, after they were pretty-

much intoxicated, they agreed to

fpend the afternoon over Grant's

whifky. They fet out, but, when
they
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they were at a difiance from Mc-
Donald's, Grant told the com-
pany, he had fomet'iing to com-
municate to him, which he chofe

to do in private, and defired them
to itep forward. After waiting

fome time :it a diita/ce, they con-

cluded they had gone back again

to M'Oonald's ; but, on return-

ing, found them ft«"ug~'ing toge-

ther, and law G'ant plunge a large

knife into M'l) en aid's body, and

throw him on the ground. This

done, he advanced with his knife

reeking with the blood of the un-

fortunate mars, and made at his

brother-in-law, who, with the reft

of the company, endeavoured to

fave themfelves by flight. Grant
overtook him, and gave him fevcral

wounds, and, if the rell had not

interpof d, would have killed him
en th? fpot. The villain fled to

the woods, and 200 men are now
in purluit of him. The brother-

in-law's life is defpa-red of.

o Between eleven and twelve
*

at night, large detaci.;ients

of troops were ient to eadi of the

fix different houfes of Jeiuits in

Madrid ; and 1 11 doors being open-

ed, the belli \. re fine fe Jured, and

a centinel was pofted at every cell,

the occupier cf which being oblig-

ed to rife, th y were afTembled, and

the kino; ofSpain's commands were
lignihed to them. In the mean
time, all tl i aired cosches and
chaifes at Madrid, together with a

number of waggons, were properly

diflributed : and early in the morn-

ing the Jefuits, to the number
of about three hundred and fifty*

were in motion. They were al-

lowed to carry every neceflary along

with them. They took the road

to Carthagena, where they will

embark for Rome.

There is now living in a village

near Ludlow, in Shropfhire, one

fohn Saunders and his vvife, whofe
ages added together, make 212,

the man being 107, a;.d the wo-
man 105; they are both chiefly

fupported by the churity of fome
ing gentlemen.

Di^d, Nicholas Dufrenois, a no-

tary at Berrieax, in the dio^cfe of

Lai 1. the 15th ult. aged 101. He
married at 75, and had fix chil-

dren ; and never had any inneis.

At Wigtown in Scotland, Mary
Finlater, aged 113 years.

AtHampftcad, Mrs. Jane Staples,

aged 106 years.

APRIL.

The governors of the Mag- -

dalen ch.irity held their an-
*

niverfary feait at drapers hall,

Thiogmor on-ftreet, after a ler-

mon preached at St. G«.orge'3

Hanovcr-fquare, by ^h. K trend

Mr. Sellon, Chaplain to the Earl

of Pomfret. The collcftion, at

the church and hall, amounted to

523!. 8 s.

A caufe, which has been de- ,

pending for upwards of two
years, between two gentlemen in

the neighbourhood of Exeter, has

at length been determined at the

afiizes for that city. The action

was brought againir. the defendant

for tarrying the produce of the

.1 of the year 1764., without

giving notice to the plaintiff's de-

puties of their intention of carrying

the fame, in order that the plaintiff,

as owner of the tythes of the laid

pariih, might fend 'or his tenth of

the produce ; when, after a trial

which laitcd 14 hours, in which
the
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fche plaintiff proved that it had

been a cuftom during the lives of

his father, grand-father, and great-

grand-father, for ioo years laft

part, to have fuch notice given

;

and that it would be impoflible for

the owner of the tythes to receive

a quarter part of his due, without

the farmer was obliged to give

fuch notice, the extent of the pa-

rifh being at leaft ten miles ; a ver-

dict was given in favour of the

plaintiff, with full cofts of fuit.

His majefty went to the

3d. houfe of peers, attended by
his grace the duke of An-

cafter and the earl of Denbigh,

and gave the royal affent to the

following bills, viz.

The bill to raife 1, 800,000 1. by

loans on exchequer bills, and a lot-

tery for the fervice of the prefent

year.

The bill to apply the fum grant-

ed for the pay and cloathing of the

militia for 1767.

The bill to enlarge the term and

powers granted for building two

new churches in the town of Liver-

pool.

The bill to enable the earl , of

Strathmore to take and ufe the

name of Bowes, purfuant to the

will of George Bowes, Efq; de-

ceafed.

And alfo to feveral road, inclo»

fure, and naturalization bills.

It is faid, there are now in Eng-
land three dukes of France, and
twenty-nine other noblemen of that

kingdom.
The general order for the

4th. expulfionofthe Jefuits which
began to be put in execution

at Madrid on the firll inftant, was
this day completed throughout

all the dominions of the king of

Spain.

Voi-X,

The fubje&s at Cambridge for

the prizes of fifteen guineas each,

given by the members of the uni-»

verfity, are this year,

For the fenior bachelors

;

JJtrum cznfcris Romanl dif.iplinareU

publica utilis fuerit.

For the middle batchelors

;

Utrum pojfejjorem bearint fapius an
perdiderint divities.

The exercifes to be delivered in

by the 10th of June in the ufual

manner.

A dreadful ftorm of thunder and
lightning did conliderable damage
at Provence in France. The light-

ning fet fire to the royal abbey of
St. James, by which one of the

main beams in the fteeple was
burnt, fo as to give way in the an-
gle; two other churches were fee

on fire in the neighbourhood; the

bells of one melted, and the other

entirely confumed.

His ferene highnefs the

hereditary prince of Brunf- 13th.

wick arrived from hi& travels,

at St. James's, after an abfence from
England, of one year aad two days,

His majefty went to the

houfe of peers, and gave 15th*

the royal affent to the fol-

lowing bills, viz.

The bill to continue an aft for

allowing the free importation of
wheat and wheat-flour, barley,

barley meal, and pulfe, for a fur-

ther limited time, from any part of
Europe.

The bill for laying an additional

duty on baft, or chip, ftraw, cane
and horfe-hair hats or bonnets im-
ported.

[F] The
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The bill to enable his majeily

to grant certain annuities to his

three brothers, their royal highneiles

the dukes of York, Gloucetter, and

Cumberland.
The bill for making the river

Ure navigable from its junction

with the river Swale to the borough
of Rippon in Yorkftiire.

The bill for lightening, clean-

firg, and paving that part of the'

parifh of St. Botolph, without Aid-

gate, and the precintt of St. Ca-
therine's.

The bill to enable the truftees

of the Mufeum to exchange, fell,

or difpofe of, any duplicates of

books, medals, coins, Sec. and to

purchafe others in lieu thereof.

The bill to enable Henry duke
of Buccleugh, a minor, to make a

iettlement on his intended marriage
with Lady Elizabeth Montague.
The following odd relation is

attefted as a facl. An inquifition

was taken at Newbery, Berks, on
the body of a child near two years

old, who fell into the river Kennet,

and was drowned. The jury

brought in their verdidi Accidental

death.—The body was difcovered

by a very Angular experiment, which
was as follows: After diligent

fearch had been made in the river

for the child, to no purpofe, a two-
penny leaf, with a quantity of
qukkfilver put into it, was fet

floating from the place where the

child, it was fuppofed, had fallen

in, which fleered its courfe down
the river upwards of half a mile,

before a great number of fpe&ators,

when the body happening to lay

on the contrary fide of the river,

the loaf fuddenly tacked about, and
fwam acrofs the river, and gradual-
ly funk near the child, when both
the child and loaf were immediate-

ly brought up, with grablers ready

for tiiat purpofe.

O.ie qf the crimps who decoy
men to go abroad, met with a

young fc low who he thought

would anlwer his purpofe, and told

him that he would treat him with

a pot of beer, if he would only fay

to a perion juft by that he was en-

lifted to ferve the Ealt- India com-
pany, by which he fhould win a

wager ; but the young man re-

fufed, on which the crimp pulled

out a paper, and faid he had a

warrant againft him for Healing a

filver tankard from a public-houfe,

valued at above I si. and there-

upon infilled on his going with

him; when a man paffing by en-

quired into the affair, and found

it was a trick to get the young fel-

low to fome lock-up houfe ; he
thereupon infixed on their going

with him to the Manfion-houfe,

but it being late, they were both

lodged all night in the Poultry

Compter, and on Saturday were

carried before the right hon. the

lord mayor, when the faft appear-

ed to be as above, that the crimp

had no real charge againft the

young fellow for tneft, and that

it was an artifice generally ufed to

get men to lock-up houfes, where

they are confined in fuch a manner,

that it is impoflible for them to ac-

quaint their friends of their fitu-

ation ; upon which the crimp was

committed to Newgate, and the

young fellow bound over to appear '

againft him at the next feffiens at

the Old Bailey.

The committee of polite arts,

&c. in the Strand, adjudged the

firft premium for landscape paint-

ing to the ingenious Mr. Jones,

formerly pupil to Mr. Wilfon, for

his truly meritorious performance

;

the
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the fecond to Mr. John Gardnor,
mafter of an academy in Kenfing-
ton. The merits of both pi&ures ap-

peared fo equal, that the calling

vote was left in the breaft of the

chairman. There was likewife given

to Mr. Dean, landfcape-painter,

twenty guineas as a bounty, his pic-

ture having great (hare ofmerit.

There has been lately publifhed

a meet lift of changes, fnid to uave

happened during the prefent reign ;

by which it appears, that there

have been no lefs than 2 lord chan-
cellors, 4 lord prefidents, 5 lord

keepers of the privy feal, and once
the feal in commiffion, 5 firft lords

of the treafury, 13 other lords of
the treafury, 6 chancellors of the

exchequer, 5 lord chamberlains, 2

vice chamberlains, 3 grooms of the

ftole, 3 1 different lords of the bed-
chamber, 22 different grooms of
the bedchamber, 4 keepers of the

great wardrobe, 4 groom porters,

2 lord ftewards, 5 comptrollers,
5

treafurers, 5 cofferers, 12 different

clerks of board of green cloth, 3
treafurers of the chamber, 5 mailers

of the horfe, 1 1 fecretaries of ftate,

7 firft lords of the admiralty, 23
different lords of the admiralty, 8
firft lords of trade, 18 different

lords of trade, 9 poft-mafters, 4
pay-mafters, 3 treafurers of the

navy, 3 fecretaries at war, 5 keepers
of privy feal of Scotland, 8 vice

treafurers of Ireland.
There are above as many more

changes mentioned in the faid lift.

This morning, between
17th. twelve and one o'clock, a

fire broke out in the kitchen

of Mr. Wood, cheefemonger, in

Hungerford-market, Strand, fup-

pofed to be occafioned by fome li-

nen being left near the fire, which
in a few hours confumed that houfe,

a butcher's on one fide of it, and

a fmall houfe on the other, at the

upper end of the piazza, damaged
two more houfes in the front, and
fome out-houfes backwards. The
flames were fo rapid, that Mr.
Wood's family had not time to fave

any part of the ftock, and but lit-

tle of their furniture. A jeweller,

who lodged in the houfe where it

began, loft fome diamonds ofconfi-

derable value.

On the 1 6th of Auguft laft, the

Pitt, Capt. Bothomley, from Rot-

terdam for Angola, ran afhore on

Cape Bajadore, on the Coaft of
Barbary; 25 of the crew going

afhore, were ftript naked by about

100 Moors, in which condition

they remained 14 days, while the

Moors were getting all they could

from the fhip ; and then breaking

her up, they burnt the pieces, and

ftove the cafks of liquor as they

came afhore, for the fake of the

iron and hoops, which were divid-

ed among them with the reft of th*

plunder; then ieparating the crew,

they were fold in the country for

camels, (heep, goats, &c. About
three weeks after, meeting together

again, the na.ives concluded to

carry them to the emperor of Mo-
rocco. After 49 days travel, they

arrived at Teredant, and were car-

ried before the bafhaw or governor,

who treated them kindly, fupply-

ing them with plenty of bread and

grapes. After 14 days reft they

travelled in feven days to Morocco.

The laft day's march Meff. Adams
and Hofier of Santa Cruz fent two

Moors to conduct them ; but being

in two parties, only 12 got fafe,

and 12 were taken by the foldiers,

and Hugh Evans was left upon the

mountains, but got fafe in. After

eight days they were prefented to

in * th«
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the emperor, who appointed them
a houfe among the jews at Micca-
nefl'e, with an allowance of two
blanks a day, and liberty to walk
about. By producing a Mediter-
ranean pais, after five months they

were permitted to go to Sallee,

where the Danifh conful behaved
with great generofity and benevo-

lence, fupplying them with money
and victuals. From thence they

travelled to Larach, and then to

Tetuan, and palled over to Gibral-

tar, from whence fome came to

England, and others entered on
board a man of war.

The fro ft was fo fevere in the

province of Dauphiny, that it de-

ilroyed the vines, and totally cut

off the bloffoms of the early fruit-

trees.

A body of tinners aflembled near

Truro in Cornwall, and rummaged
Lambefta farm for corn, which they

feized and paid for ; but in fearch-

Ing for the corn, one of their com-
pany filched a couple of filver

fpoons, which were foon miffed,

and application made to the ring-

leaders to have them returned

:

theie men, with a franknefs not to

be expefted, infilled on an imme-
diate fearch of ail their compani-
ons, in order to clifcover the thief,

who being foon detected, they

caufed him to be llript, and fcourg-

ed to fuch a degree that he took

to his bed, and it was thought
would hardly recover.

Their majefties (accompa-
22d. nied by their royal highnelfes

the prince and princefs of
Brun r ick) were pleafed to honour
th 1 rporatedfociety of artilts of
G Britain with their prefence,

a . gieat room in Spring Gar-
d i un d expreffed their latisfac-

tijn in observing the feveral genuine

performances exhibited there, and
the prefent flourifhing ftate of the

polite arts among their fubjedls.

The following report of the fate of
the city hofpitals was laid before

the Governors.

Chrifts Hofpital.

Children put forth appren-
tices, &c. laft year, ten

whereof had been inftrudted

in the mathematics, 159
Buried the laft year, 17
Remaining in this hofpital, 873

<S/. Bartholomew's,

Cured'anddifcharged laft year, 3745
Cut-patients relieved, jico
Truffes, given by the hofpital to 1

1

Buried this year, 349
Pvemaining under cure, 400
Ditto out-patients, 141

Total, 7746

St. Thomas's.

In-patients cured and dif-

charged, 3245
Out-patients, ditto, 3797
Buried this year, 501
Remaining under cure, 470
Out-patients, ditto, 236

Total, 8049

Bridewell Hofpital.

Vagrants, &c. relieved and dis-

charged,

Maintained in feveral trades,

461

76

Beth-
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Bethlem Hofpital.

Admitted into this hofpital, 19;
Cured, 172
Buried, 44.

Remaining under cure, 25

1

A gentleman in Hamilton-flreec,

Hyde-park-corner, (tabbed him-

felf with his fword in feveral

parts of his breall ; and after-

wards pulled out his pen-knife,

cut his throat from ear to year, and
immediately expired. It feems

the caufe of his fo doing was, his

finding himfelf beginning to be

feized with a canine madnefs, in

confequence of his having been

bit by a mad dog about live weeks
before, and to prevent his grow-
ing worfe, or doing miichief to

others, he thought proper to dif-

patch himfelf in the above man-
ner.

The concerto at - the

26th. Thuilleries in Paris, was
interrupted by a tragical ac-

cident, which has occaiioned much
converfation. Mr. H—y, an Eng-
lifh gentleman, having taken of-

fence at a French officer's manner

of talking to fome ladies that fat

next him, made uie of fome rough

language, which the officer re-

fenting, gave a fign for the Eng-
lifh gentleman to follow him out.

In croiTing the benches, the Eng-
lifhman llruck the officer with his

fill, and the officer inftantly drew
his fword, and ran the Englifhman

through the body. The wound,
however, was not mortal ; and
the French in general feem to be

forry that it was not, as the ex-

ample of linking a perfon in a
royal palace ought, according to

their way of thinking, to be

puniflied with inftant death. The
gentleman was, however, taken

up, and carried to the Ihflile,

where his wound has been fince

cured, and at the inflance of the,

Britilh ambalTador, he has been
releafed, and conveyed by order

of court to the frontiers of
France next England, and the

French officer enjoined not to de-
part the kingdom in a limited

time.

A machine, of a new conllruc-

tion, for the more expeditious

and exadt fawing of timber, is

now erecling in a timber-yard

near Limehoufe ; it is to be work-
ed by wind, and is faid to be the

firll of the kind ere&ed in this

kingdom.
At the feflions at Guild-

hall, John Young was tried 28th.

for illegally confining Hen-
ry Soppitt, a failor, at a lock-up-
houfe in Chancery-lane, with a

defign to fend him to the Indies,

He pleaded guilty, but the court

finding the a&ion fo black againil

him, he was fent to Wood-llreet

Compter till next feflions, when
judgment is to be pafT.d.

Both houfes of parliament met,

purfuant to their lail proroga-

tion.

As a waggon load of veal was
coming to town from Sudbury in

Suffolk, deltined for the London
markets, the mob feized and fold

it for two-pence per pound to the

poor people, when they paid the

owners the money received, re-

turned them the cloths the veal

was wrapped up in, and wenc
quietly home to their habita-

tions.

The King of Denmark having

lately fent a prefent to the unhap-

in 3 pi
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py family of Calas, together with

a letter to Monf. $e Voltaire upon

the f'.t'>j'.'Ct, received the following

anfiver from that learned man.
" Sire, The letter which your

majefty was pleafed to honour me
with, drew from me tc.rs of ten-

dernefs and joy. Your majefty

fets a great example very early.

Your benevolence fpreads into

cou tries almoft unknown to the

reft of the world, and you make
all your fubjeas who come within

the hearing of your benevolent

generoifity. We mud travel i,,to

the north to learn to think and

feel. If my weaknefs and bodily

complaints would permit me to

follow the emotions of my heart,

I would throw myfelf at ycur

roajeity's feet. When my imagi-

nation was alert, Sire, I mould
have made too many verfes in an-

fwer to your charming profe.

Pardon the dying efforts of a man
who is not able to exprefs the

fentiments which your goodnefs

infpires him with. I wifh your

majefty as much happinefs as you
will have real glory.

I have the honour to be, &c."
They write from Chemnitz in

Hungary, that fome perfons of
Frauenmarck, in the county of

Honten, having chafed for fome
time a wild boar, and having fol-

lowed it into the mountains, far-

ther perhaps than th^y had ever

penetrated before, they faw on the

fhow the veftigea of a human
creature, which they followed,

and which led them 'to a cavern,

where, to tn ir great aftonifhment,

they found a ycung girl quite na-

ked, very plump, of a deep
brown colour, and to appearance
from fifteen to eighteen years of

age. At iirft (he fet up cries,

but wept not. She ga2ed after-

wards with furprife on thofe round
her, and fuffered herfelf at laft to

be led away by them. They car-

ried her to the hofpital of Carp-
fen, a little royal town, in the

county of Atfal, near Chemnitz,
where they cloathed her, and made
her take nourilhment. Hither-

to (he has conftantly refuf.d all

the dreiTed meats which have been
laid before her, and (he feeds on-
ly upon raw victuals, me rinds of
trees, and other tilings of the like

nature.

Paris, April 20. By a report

made by M. de Roquemont, com-
mandant of the city guard, con-

cerning the manner in which the

mufqueteers lately treated the

Guet, the marihals of France have
ordered, that the mufqueteer,

who was fo grievcufly wounded,
(hall be broke, and declared in-

capable of ferving the king, and
be impriioned four years. The
other mufqueteers concerned in

that affair have been broke, and
condemned' to one or two years

impnlonment.

A fire broke out in a faw-

pit in the timber-yard of 30th.

Mr. JufUce Quarrel at Red-
riff, and the flames catching the
timber, a dreadful conflagration

enfued, which confumed ten dwel-

ling- houfes, with valt quantities

of timber, fheds, and out-build-

ings.

At the anniverfary meeting of
the truftees of the London hof-

pital, the collection at church
and at the hall, amounted to

I 33^^* 3 s * The fermon was
preached by the bifhop of Glou-
ceiter.

Wo
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We are ferry to take notice, that

the aflembly of New-York have

refufed to provide barracks, fuel,

&c. for the troops quartered in that

city, agreeable to an ad palled for

that purpofe laft year, by the par-

liament of Great Britain; a refufal

which, fhould they perfift in it,

may be productive of the moll dif-

agreeable confequences to that pro-

vince.

The above-mentioned aft has

been complied with by the affem-

bly of Philadelphia.

Lieut. Gen. Baron de "tjoltz,

knight of the Ruffian order of St.

Alexander Newfki, and Marfhal of
the confederation of the Diffidents

for Poland and Pclifh Pruffia, died

at Thorn of a violent fever, and
his brother, Major General Baron
de Goltz, Srarofle of Graudent, is

elected marfhal of the confederation

in his room.
Died, at Hales Owen, Mrs. Eli-

zabeth Mafon, aged 104 years.

Louis Margotten in France, aged

105 years.

Rev. Mr. Paterfon at Footfcray,

aged 100 years.

Mrs. Mary Tufton at Nampt-
wich, aged 109 years.

John King at Stratford upon
Avon, aged 105 years.

Baronefs Pafferini at Rome, aged
I08 years.

M A Y-

The Morocco ambafTador
ift. had his audience of leave of

his majelty, and a fhip of
war is ordered to be in readinefs

to carry him home.
This day the ceremony of the

coronation of their Danifh majef-

ties was performed in the chapel

of ChriiKanburg at Copenhagen
by the bifhop of Sieland. On that

occafion his majefty affumed the

mocto Gloria ex amore patriae. My
glory is in the love of my country.

As the kings of Denmark do not

receive the crown from any other

hands than their own, the cere-

mony of putting it on is perform-
ed by themftlves.

Collections were made in the

fevera! churches of Dublin, for

the relief of the induftrious poor,

which amounted in the whole to

2738I. 14.S. 5d.

The feffions ended at the

Old Bailey, when feventeen 2d,

prifoners were capitally con-

victed : among thefe were Gormon
and Johnfon, failors, for the mur-
der of the man at Holloway.
Some favourable circumftances

appearing in favour of Johnfon, he
was refpited; one of the accom-
plices was admitted king's evi-

dence ; and another, againft whom
there was not fufheient evidence for

the murder, was condemned for a

robbery.

At this feflion, forty-five were
ordered to be tranfported for feven

years, two for fourteen years, two
were branded, and two privately

whipped.

A farmer at Morton near York,
1 on finding fault with a fervant boy
for difobeying his orders, gave
him a pufh from him, whereby he
fell backward, and his head pitch-

ing on a ftone his fkull was frac-

tured, and he died immediately.

The farmer, lhocked at the dread-

ful accident, next morning cut the

arteries of both his arms, fo that

his life is defpaired 0", The co-

roner's jury that fat on the body
brought in their verdift accidental

death.

in 4 Thf
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The lady of Admiral OHara
was terribly burnt, by an accident

of her n fH t iking fire by the flame

of .1 candle ; and her fon, Capt.
OHara, was much fcorchcd by
endeavouring to extinguish the

flame.

An ingenious experiment was
made bv the Rev. Mr. Gainfbo-
rough, before feveral perfons of
distinction, pointing out a cheap
and eafy method of turning any
wheel-plough into a drill-plough,

adapted to all kinds of feeds and all

proportions ; which met with gene-
ral appla

'The culture of Buck, or French
Wheat, u 1 longly recommended
as exceedingly profitable to the

farmer. It will thrive well in

fandy or gravelly foils; rolled

and ploughed in, when gtee

makes an excellent manure for

three year-; reaped and threfhed,

it produces grt-ai increafe, affords a
^ehcious food iui pigs, pigeons,

and poultr) ; and, by mixing it

with oats, it cleanfes and fmooths
the cc:ts of horfes; irj fnort, in

poor land nothing anfwers fo well.

The time of lowing it is in

May.
Francis Gormon, for the

4th. murder ofThomas Griffiths,

was executed purfuant to his

fentence. A young woman with a

wen upon her neck, was lifted up

while he was hanging, and had
the wen rubbed with the dead
man's hand, from a fuperftiti-

ous notion that it would effect a

cure.

The collection at the rehearfal

of the mufic for the feaft of the

fons of the clergy amounted to

212I. 1 os. 6d. the leaif. that has

been known for many years.

Letters from Baffcterre, in St.

Chriltopher's, dated Feb. 12, fays,

" Capt. Dyer, of the Anna Te-
refa packet, who arrived here a
few days ago, informs us, that an
infurreftion of the negroes has

happened at the ifland of Gre-
nada, whereby a body of them, to

the number of 6co or 700, who
had chiefly deferted from the

French inhabitants, had taken pof-

feffion of fome inacceflible moun-
ta ; n, from whence they made fre-

quent fallies, and committed ter-

rible devaluations upon their mas-
ters, many of whom they had kil-

led. When Capt. Dyer came away,

General Melvill had fent a pariy

of 40 men, with one cohorn, to

endeavour to fupprels them, but

with what fuccefs Capt. Dyer had
not had time to learn."

There has been alfo an infur-

reftion of the negroes lately in

Jamaica, which was foon quelled;

but not till they had inhumanly
murdered fome whites. We arc

forry to fay, that their cruelties

were retaliated in a manner dis-

graceful to human nature; fuch of
them as were take:;, were burnt

alive by a flow fire, beginning at

the feet, and burning upvvards;

which the wretches bore with a-

mazing refolution.

Was held the anniverfary

meeting of the fons of the 7th.

clergy. The fermon was
preached by the Rev. Dr. Eyre, and
the collection amounted to 165I. 10s.

xd. At the hall to 490!. 16s. 8d.

A moll barbarous r.nd inhuman
murder was committed at An-
derftone, a village near Glafgow,
by Johanna Dcugal, on her own
daughter, between eight and nine

years cf age. We are informed

that
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that fhe had been in terms of mar-

riage with a man who had maa?
fome objections to her h^v.r.g a

child ; and therefore, to get rid

of the poor innocent creau re, led

her out t Is, and, behind

a hedge, cut her throat to the

neck-bone with a common table-

knire, in a melt (hocking mam er

:

fome people being near, and a

herd- her at a di fiance,

ftie was purfued and apprehend-

ed; and blood apj v.g on her

hands, petticoat and apron, fhe

at once confefl'ed the horiid deed :

the inilrument, with which fhe did

the cruel action, was found in the

hedge near where the child v,as

difcovered, jull in the laft con-

totrion of life ; and it appeared

that the poor girl had made fome
fma;l refinance, as her left hand
was cut quite acrofs the fingers.

The wretched mother was commit-
ted to prifon.

A fugar - baker, in Cheapfide,

was put into frelh earth up to the

chin, in which fituation he re-

mained fix hours, by way of re-

medy for an inveterate fcurvy, that

had baffled the fkill of eminent

phyficians.

At the herbalizing feafl of the

company of apothecaries, Mr. La-
tham recommended the Lamium
Album, or white nettle, to the no^

tice of his brethren, as containing

properties that might be extremely

ufeful in pharmacy.
Advice was received here, that

the LindenhofF, a Dutch Eall-In-

diaman, had been let on fire by
lightning, on the coaft. of India,

and entirely cor, fumed. The cap-
tain and S7 others faved them-
selves in their boats ; but 40 pe-
ri Ihed in the flames, or were
drowned.

Extract of a letter from Kingfton
in Jamaica, dated the 3 ill of
Janjary.
The 26th inftant came to anchor

in this port, the floop George,
captain Jeremiah Rogers, bound
from Halifax to New-York, blown
off the coaft by ltrefs of weather.
Being obliged to put into Porto
Rico the 15th infhnt, having only
a few bifkets and gallons of water
on b'.ard ; upon fending the boat
on fhore to get relief, no notice
being taken of the fignal made
by the floop, the mate and faiiors

in the boat were detained as pri-

foners, and the boat was fent back
by their own people, commanded
by a lieutenant of a guarda cofta,

who boarded the vefTel, and made
the captain and all on board prifon-
ers, with a ftrong guard on deck :

they then went into the cabbin, and
opened trunks and boxes belonging
to the palTengers, and carried away
fundry effects and money, as alfo

goods belonging to the veffel.

On the 17th inftant, being under
way, a Spanifh frigate brought
the floop to anchor, firft firing a
fhot to leeward, and fent the boat
with eight or nine hands armed,
commanded by a petty officer, who
ordered the captain and paflengers

to go on board the Spanifh veffel;

and, during the time the captain
and paffengers were on board the
Spanifh veffel, his people were
committing many adls of piracy
and barbarity on, board the floop,

and would not fuffer any of the
people belonging to the floop to
hale the fhip ; and after complain-
ing to the captain of the frigate,

no redrefs was obtained, but a
peremptory demand was made to
fend on board his veffel a barrel of
jaack,rel as a pafs. It is to be ob-

ferved,
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ferved, that the governor of St.

Domingo was on board, who faid,

« it was not in his power to give

any relief, being only a pafTengcr :"

it was therefore thought more pru-

dent to leave fuch an inhofpirable

coafl, than make any further at-

tempts for relief, having a perifh-

able cargo on board.—The above

account is taken from a copy of

the captain's protelt.

Thomas MompefTon, Efq; ben-

cher in the Middle Temple, died

lately. He was the elder brother

of Henry MompefTon, murdered

by robbers in France, in I723,

with Mr. Sebright, and two other

Englifh gentlemen. Mr. Mom-
pefTon was at firft wounded, but

,xiot mortally, by a piitol, on which

he fell, and might probably have

furvived, had he not, by looking

up too foon, been obierved by the

robbers juft as they were going off,

on which th-y returned, and cut

his throat. Mr. Mompcflbn's re-

mains were brought to England,

and interred in the family vault

of the church - yard of Sundrich,

in Kent, with the following inferip-

tion:
M S.

Hekrici Momfe«?on,
Tbomse MompefTon de Durnfold,

in agro Dorfetenfi, Arm.
Filii natu minoris

:

Qui tabe pulmomri gravker affectus,

ad leniores Gall's Narbonenfis auras

ut unicum quoi reftabat remedium,
perfogere horta:us,

Dum iftuc iter faceret,

Sept mo a Prrtu Iccio lapide

tracii 1 ones

urn adorci, [ciflb,

dlreptis pecuniis juguloque foedifiime dif-

pro moiruo reuqucrunt.

Hoc vulneie,

Cum per 4S b ras e'anguiflet,

Spiritum De pie reddidit,

Anno Salutis i72|>

/Eutis iuat 26.

Cariflimi (dum vixeret) reliquiaty

Ex Gallia deportatas,

Hoc tumul<) condi curavit

Moreni frater unicua

T. M.

The committee of mecha- • ,

nics from the fociety for
'

promoting arts, &c. in the Strand,

attended by appointment at one
of the keys near Billingfgate, to

fee the experiment of Mr. Pinch-

beck's invention for improving the

wheel crane, and for preventing

the many fatal accidents which fo

frequently happen in that ufeful

and neceflary machine, without de-

pending in the leaft on the care

of any of the labourers or perfons

working therein : when, among
many fevere trials that it under-

went, an hogfhead was fuffered to

run amain, and the men to jump
out, when the wheel, to the fur-

prife of many of the fpedhtors,

flopped of itfelf before it had made
more than half a revolution. This
invention is entirely given to the'

public, and it is thought will cer-

tainly prevent any future acci-

dent.

The general afTembly of the

church of Scotland met. On this

occafion, his majdty's high com.
miffioner, the Earl of Glafgow,
made a grand appearance. His
grace opened the afTembly with

an elegant fpeech from the throne,

to which the moderator made a
very fuitable return. His majefty's

molt gracious letter to the afTembly

was then given in by his grace,

and read with ail due honour and
refpedr..

The cemmiffioners of the court

of requefta at Trowbridge, having

dilplaced Mr. Pierce, their clerk,

for refuting to receive the monies

belonging to the luitors of the faid

court,
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court, a caufe, that was commenced
bv Mr. Pierce, upon his removal,

was tried before lord Mansfield,

when his lordfhip was of opinion,

that the commiflioners had no power
to order Mr. Pierce to receive the

faid monies ; and that thpy had

exceeded their authority in remov-

ing him for that caufe ; and a man-
damus was thereupon ordered for

reftoring him.

At a fale of medals in SufFolk-

ftreet, a fmall gold one of Pompey
the Great, fold for 27 guineas.

A number of fubaiterns of the

army and marines, on "half -pay,

affembled at the Gicbe-tavern in

the Strand, and deputed lieurenant

Carrol to wait on the marquis of

Grnnby and general Conway, to

retu-m them thanks for their gra-

cious reception of their application

for an augmentation of their allow-

ance.

As one Thomas Haynes in Sher-

borne, was going in fearcfi of his

fon (a boy of about eleven years of

age) who had be n miffing fince

Tuef .av, he was met by a man, who
toid him that his fon was found

drowned in a ditch near the French

prifon ; on hearing of which, the

father dropped down dead ; and,

as fcon as the melancholy news
reached the mother, fhe was feized

with fits, and it is fuppofed Jhe can-

not live out the night.

They write from Berlin, that

on the 1 2th the ceremony of the

chriiteniog was performed at Potz-

dam, when the new-born princefs

was named Frederick - Charlotte-

Uirique-Catherine. The fponfors

prefent were, the king of Pruffia,

the reigning duke and dutchefs of
Brunfwick, the princefs dowager
of Pruffia, princefs Wilhelmina, the

dowager Margravine of Bareith,

prince Henry, (the king of Pruf-
fia's brother) prince Frederick of
Brunfwick, and the emprefs of
Ruffia and queen of Sweden by
their proxies.

A leter from Marfeilles gives the
following particulars.

* Senior Romanzo, the Cerfi-

can courier, has been among us

thefe ten days pad. The duke de
, raving faid fomething-

very impertinent again ft the Bri-

tifh nation, and particularly againft

a greit perfonage, the generous

Corfican told him that the Bmifti

were a nation of men, and their

king the beft prince in Europe.

He faid this with fuch an emphafis

and fo indignant a* look, that the

duke thought proper to call him
out, and they fought behind the

ramparts. The duke was feverely

wounded, but fignior Romanzo
efcaped unhurt. This affair has

done him great honour with every

body. Ceji un beau coup cela pour

prendre ccnge, faid a colonel of the

Gens d" Armes. M. Romanzo is

preparing to embark, on his return

to Corfica."

His majefty went to the ,

houfe of peers, attended by
*

the duke of Ancailer and the earl

of Denbigh ; when the royal affent

was given to eighteen public bills

;

among which were,

The bill for railing 1,500,000!.

by annuities and a lottery, for the

fervice of the prefent year, to be
charged on the finking fund.

The bill for redeeming certain

annuities, in refped: of navy, vic-

tualling, and tranfport bills, and
ordnance debentures.

The
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The bill for redeeming part of

the joint llock of annuities, charged

by feveral additional duties on wines

imported, and alfo on cyder and

perry.

The bill for granting additional

duties on certain linen cloth im-
ported.

The bill to allow the free im-

portation of rice, fago dull, and

vermicelli, for a limited time, from

the American colonies.

The bill for improving and ex-

tending the navigation of the river

Hull, from Frodingham Beck to

Priffield, in the eaft-riding of York-
fhire.

The bill to make Codbeck brook

navigable from the river Swale to

Thirfk in Yorkfhire.

The bill for eilablifhing an hof-

pital in Cambridge.

The bill to prevent extortion by

Iheriffs and bailiffs, in cafes of exe-

cution.

The bill for extending the roy-

alty of the city of Edinburgh over

certain adjoining lands, &c. and to

enable his majetty to grant letters

patent for eftabiifhing a theatre in

Edinburgh-

And alfo to feveral road and in-

clofure bills.

They write from Franckfort on

the Mayne, that they had received

from Vogeifberg the following ac-

count of an obiervation made by

two perfons in the night between

the 1 2th and 13th ult. on the lat-

ter of which days, a {hock of the

earth was felt at Gotha, Caflel, and

Gottingen. Being at midnight in

the fields near Uirickftein, they

perceived the fky, which had been

before very clear, began to be over-

fpread with clouds, and a violent

wind arofe. About one o'clock,

in their return to the town, they
obferved a very thick exhalation,

which rofe on the weft fide of a
meadow, and extended in an ob-
long form over the whole town,

directing its courfe to the north-eaft;

but a mountain prevented them
from feeing it at a farther diftance.

When they came to Uirickftein,

they were told there had been three

violent fhocks of the earth felt

there, of which themfelves had per-

ceived no fign/except the cloud jufr.

mentioned.

The ftage waggon that goes
from Louth to Lincoln, in which
were paflengers Mrs. Cherry and
her daughter, was overturned near

Claybridge, by which nnhappy
accident Mifs Cherry, the daugh-
ter, was killed on the fpot ; and
Mrs. Cherry fo violently bruifed,

that what with the iois of her
daughter, and the hurt fhe receiv-

ed, it is thought fhe cannot long

furvive. The unfortunate

Cherry's life feems to have been
attended with a feries of accidents

:

fome time ago fhe narrowly efcaped

drowning, by falling into a. well;

and by another misfortune fhe had
b jth her arms and legs broke at the

fame time.

A riotous mob of weavers af-

fembled on the turnpike road near

Corke, to intercept fome cars laden

with goods from Dublin, wnen they

burnt, cut, plundered, and other-

wife deftroyed linens, poplins, filk

handkerchiefs, &c. to the amount
of about 700 1.

A poor houfekeeper in Edin-
burgh, being deficient in rent^

was feized upon by his landlord,

his goods fold when from home,
and the door locked againft him
when he returned. The common

people,
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people, being informed of this aft

of opprefiion, afTembled about the

landlord's houie, broke open the

door, brought every thing move-
able into the ftreet, fet lire to tne

pile, and burnt the whole to ^fhes,

not fparing money, notes, nor even

the poor bird that hung in a cage,

having execrated all the curled

things belonging to fo mercilefs a

Wretch.

Farmer Matthews was found
barbaroufly murdered near the

Troopers on Broadway-hills. His
fkull was fractured, and many large

wounds and bruifes about his head
and neck. A baker in the neigh-

bourhood of Cambden in Gloucef-

terfhire is iufpecled and appre-

hended, and it is thought waylaid

and committed the murder as the

farmer was returning from Evefham
market, where he had received near

200 1.

They have had a violent thun^

der florm at Mentz, which broke
through the roof of the cathedral

church, and let it on fire; and the

whole roof was foon deflxoyed,

and the bells melted. The damage
is eftimated at two millions of
florins.

At a court of common-
council held at Guildhall, a

propofal from the lords of the trea-

sury was laid before the court, for

taking Grefham-college, in order

to pull it down and build on that

ground an excife-office. The plan

was agreed to, and a committee is

to be appointed next Tuefday, in

order to confider of carrying it into

execution.

As fome workmen were digging
in the road which is now repairing

on Clerkenwell- Green, they found
feveral coins and medals, among

22d.

which were, a milling of Charl-s I.

a fmall copper medal of Charles If.
the legend qjjatuor Maria
vindico; a bafe milling of king
James II. dated 1689; a fmall
copper medal, legend round the
head const .... polis; another
fiaall medal with a man's head on
one fide, and a woman's on the
reverie ; a fmall copper piece, a
head on one fide, on the reverfe,
wlni. dvx; a fmall copper coin,
on one fide hisp. re . . . reverfe,
DOMINVS MEVM ADIVTO... a
German coin, with stast. osxa-
brvck on one fide, on the re-
verfe v ; together with fome other
German ones of bafe meral, the
legends of which are moftly ille-

gible.

The plan for the difpofal of chil-

dren out of the Foundling hofpital
in the courfe of lail year was fo

well received, that a further fup-
ply of 28,oool. is granted for the
fupport of thofe remaining for the
prefent year; and alfo 4,5001. to

apprentice children at a proper
age.

Fourteen Spanilh vefiels, ef-

corted by three xebecks, arrived

at Civita Vechia, with the Jefuita

from the provinces of Arragon
and Catalonia, amounting to 570
in number. A courier was imme-
diately difpatched to Rome, from
whence exprefs order was received

not to permit them to land. In
confequence of this order, the go-
vernor of the town pofted foldiers,

and planted batteries of cannon at

feveral places ; and thefe difpofi-

tions being made known to the

commander of the convoy, they
fet fail for Corfica, where the re-

public of Genoa has offered to re-

ceive them.

An
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. An exprefs arrived at
2 7 tn * Berlin from PrOtzen, where

young prince Henry (brother to

the prince or' Pruflia) lay ill of the

fmall - pox, with the melancholy

news, that that prince died on the

26th, at eight at night. Jt is" not

poffible to defcnbe the affliction of

•the whole family, or the general

confternation ic occasions, as his

Highnefs was extremely beloved.

_ , The fortrefs of the ifland

of Caprain furrendered to

the Corficans, after a blockade of

an hundred and two day? : the gar-

rifon, wnich confided of 30 foldiers

and two or three officers, had for

many days lived upon bread and

water; fo that they were all much
emaciated : they were treated with

the greatett humanity by the Cor-

fican officers, and were permitted

by their capitulation to go to Ge-

noa. Among other things that

were found in the fortrefs, there

were four pieces of brafs battery

cannon, and feven fmaller pieces,

with a large quantity of bullets,

powder, and other military {tores.

Three hundred Corficans have been

left in garrifon there : the reit were

immediately fent back to Corfica.

Lond. Gaz.
At the annual feaft of a

29th * city company held this day,

it has always been ufual to have

green peas ; which were this year

with fuch difficulty obtained, that

fixteen quarts coil fixteen gui-

neas.

The gold medal given annually

by Dr. Hope, botanical profelTor at

Edinburgh, was adjudged to Robert

Urquhart of that univeriity for his

collection of plants.

The Emprefs confort died at

Vienna this morning about nine

o'clock. The fmall-pox was of fo

very malevolent a kind, that from
the firit moment there was fcarce

a glimpfe of hope. She herfelf

was foon acquainted with the dan-

ger, and met it with the moir.

exemplary piety, patience, refig-

nation, and fortitude. Her death

was very eafy, without Struggle or

convullion, fo that thofe about

her fcarce knew when (he expired.

All the imperial family, and the

whole court, are under the greateil

affliction on this melancholly oc-

caflon.

According to accounts from
France, the froits have been lately

fo fevere in that country, as to

have deftroyed all the buds of the

vines in many provinces, as well

as the fruits which are beginning

to form, and even the leaves of
the inuiberry trees; which lalt lofs

is the more considerable, as the

filk worms were nearly all hatched,

and on that account obliged to be

deferted.

Letters from Martinico of the

4th of April, by the way of South.

Carolina, advife, that the effects

of the hurricane, which happened
there in Auguit last, continue to

be felt very Severely through the

whole ifland ; and that the French
king had done every thing in his

power to alleviate the misfortunes

of his fubjefts there, by granting

every indulgence that could be

wifhed, and ordering large quan-

tities of beef and other provifions

to be tranfported and diftributed

among the poorer fort; but that

there was an evil which they could

not overcome, the want of cafh,

the ifland having been fo drained

of fpecie by foreign veflels, that

an ordonnance was Shortly to be

iflued,
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iffued, requiring the m afters of all

fuch veflels, in future, to give fe-

curity that they will take in pay-

ment for their cargoes nothing but

melafles, fugars, and other goods.

The legiilature of Rhode lfland

have patted an aft, calling in and

finking all the money-bills of that

colony omitted in March, April,

and May, 1762, and empowering

George Hazard, Efq; with the

general treafurer, in lieu of the

bills fo brought on, to iflue their

own notes, properly printed and

decorated, to the owners of the

bills brought in, payable in feven

years from the date of the refpec-

tive bills. And that the notes,

given in lieu of the faid bills,

lhall bear intereft, till the time li-

mited for their return, at the rate

of fix per c* at. per ann. That a

tax lhall be levied for the dif-

charge [of the faid bills, and that

it mall be death to, counterfeit

them. The form is that of a com-
mon promiflbry note, with intereit.

None more than 100 1. nor lefs

than 6 s.

A letter from New-York, dated

April 4, has the following depo-

fition of William Harry, taken

before Governor de Windt, of St.

Euftatia, * That he failed from
Briftol in June, 1 765, on board

the (loop William, for the coaft

of Africa, John Weftcot, malter,

where they continued twelve

months, purchafing flaves for a

brig, and themfelves, and after-

wards proceeded for St. Kitt's ;

that foon after they left the coalt,

the captain, for fome reafons, beat

and knocked down a feaman named
Stephen Porter ; that in the night,

between eleven and twelve, the

faid Porter and Richard Hancock

l9i

murdered the captain and mate,
with a broad axe, when afleep

;

that the floop was afterwards call

away on the ifle of May, and the

flaves were fold to the Portuguefe
for 50 dollars a head.'

There are now four brigs, from
forty to feventy tons, and fixteen.

armed-deck cutters, on the lake

Ontario ; by this means the navi-

gation of the great lakes, and a
marc of trade, will foon be eftablifti-

ed, equal to that of the Caipian
fea.

There is now living in a village

near Lead- hills, about three miles

from Edinburgh, a man named
John Taylor, aged 130 years. He
was born in England, bred to the

bulinefs of a miner, in which ca-

pacity he worked there fome years

before he came to Scotland, and
has a diftharge to (how from the

earl of Lauderdale, when the Scots

mint was given up at the Union.
He lately walked two Englifti miles

from his honfe to be prefent at the

chrillening of his grand-child, and
after fpending fome time in merri-

ment on the occafion, returned

home the fame evening without

any afiiftance.

Died, John Mitchell, at Great
Bircham in Norfolk, aged 100
years.

Alexander Crawford, at Ferma-
nagh in Ireland, aged 99 years.

Charles Lapiere, a diamond-
merchant, aged 93 years.

Captain Branltone, formerly a
commander in the royal navy, aged

90 years.

Rene de Trifibnier, at Bouchain
in France, aged 103 years.

Mrs. Corbyn, at Worcefter, aged

98 years. She was an eminent
preacher among the quakers.

Henry
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Henry Rcilton, Efq; at Epfom,

aged 97 years.

Mrs. Collier, at Faningdon, aged

98 years.

Robert Cumming, in the Royal

Hofpital at Chellea, aged 116

years.

Edward Bofwell, carpenter, at

Oxford, one of feven that have

died 'in that city fince February

laft, whofe ages together amount to

616.

ift

JUNE.
At the feflions at Guildhall,

capt. Young, who was con-

victed laft feflions for illegally con-

fining Henry Soppet at a lock-up-

houfe in Chancery-lane, was ien-

trnced to fuffer imprifonment in

Newgate for 1 2 months ; and to

give lecurity for his good behaviour

for two years, himfelf in icol. and

two in 50I. each. One Edward

Fielding, for charging a young fel-

low with a robbery, who refufed to

lift into the Eaft-India company's

fervice, received the like fentence.

And Robert Gow and John Rat-

cliffe, for attempting to force a

young woman, at an inn near Fleet-

market, were found guilty, and are

to receive fentence next feflions.

While the court was fitting, an over-

drove ox, entering Guildhall, threw

the whole court into confternation ;

but, not liking his company, he

turned about, and ran back again

without doing any mifchief. A
gentleman, pafling by at the fame

time, and feeing the croud, afked,

what was the matter ? • Nothing,'

replied a fellow humoroufly, ' but

an ox that is juft run into Guild-

hall in a paflion, to complain to

my lord-mayor of the inhumanity

of his drivers.'

A caufe came on to be tried be-

fore Lord Mansfield, in which a

poor broom - maker was plaintiff*

and the toll-mafter of Hampton-
bridge, defendant, who had feized

the plaintiff's hcrfe for toll after he

had rode him through the river,

and had fold him to pay himfelf

the penny and colls. After a long

trial, the jury brought a verditt for

the plaintiff.

The marquis de Courtenveaux,

honorary member of the R. A. of

Paris, embarked on board a fri-

gate for Havre, to make trial of

fome inftrumems, defigned to fa-

cilitate the determination of the

longitude by fea, and particularly

the watch of the Sieur le Roi, and

the megametre, or gravid meafurer

of the Sieur de Charnieres. The
Sieurs Pengre and Meilier accom-
pany the marquis in the enter-

prize.

The guardian of the Cordeliers*

at Sifteron, after having fet fire to

his convent in eight different

places, armed himfelf with a knife

and a cleaver, with which he mur-
dered the cook of the houfe, whom
he wounded in nine different

places. He afterwards ran after

two religious, with an intent to

murder them alio ; but one of

them made his efcape in his fhirt

out of a two pair of ftairs window,

and the other found means to con-

ceal himfelf. When the alarm of

fire drew people to the convent,

the guardian was found in his bed-

chamber ; and, in order to raife fu{-

picion of other perfons, he wound-

ed himfelf very flightly in the

throat, and had fet fire to the cur-

tains of his bed. After under-

going
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fcoing feveral interrogatories, to

which he would give no anfwer,

he was fent to thehofpitaltob'Jtaken

tare of, but in the night he made his

efcape.

A mod terrible dorm of thunder

and lightning fell upon the houfe

of Richard Rylance, in Church-

Itreet. Ormfkirk, carried away the

chimney and flate> from the roof,

the windows of the third ftory,

mattered tne fide of the building,

,mid melted the lead of the lower

windows. A ball of fire traverfed

the room of a lying-in woman,
but providentiallv did her no hurt.

The conftables at Briftol dif-

covered, concealed in a box, in

the houfe'of one Langford, a night-

watchman, a girl about 18 yt;ars of

age, almoft (tarved, and quite na-

ked. It appeared that (he had

been a lodger in the houfe near 20

months, but had not been confined

to the narrow limits of this box

(which is about 40 inches long,

and 18 broad) more than eight

months, during which time lhe

has been often without fulrenance

for three days together. Ttie po-

rtion (he was obliged to lie in has

fo contracted her limbs that they .

are quite ufelefs. They alio found

a young woman quite naked, with

only (havings to lie on : who, be-

ing with child, ha.l fled to this

place for (belter. Both thele de-

plorable creatures were carried to

St Peter's hoipital. Langford, his

wife, and daughter, were ("ecu-red,

but the man pleading ignorance,

and the girl confirming it, he was
releafed.

Was committed to the Gate-
houfe, Alexander Dunn, for vio-

lently beating and threatening to

murder a poll-boy who had julr,

brought him out of the country.

Vol. X.

This is the perfon who was fome
time confined in the King's Bench,
charged with the intention of af-

faflinating Mr. Wilkes.

Their majefties having honoured
the fociety of artifts of Great
Britain with their prefence, at the

exhibition in Spring Gardens, his

maje'ty has been gracioufly pleafed

to order them the fum of one hun-
dred pounds.

This morning, about three

o'clock, as the Plymouth ftage-

waggon was going out of town, it

took-fire in Fleet ltreet, occasioned

by a bottle of aqua-fortis break-
ing againft a bottle of fpirits of
wine, and fetting fire to the fame :

By timely afBitance it was foon ex-

tinguifhed, after doing about 30L
damage, and the waggon purfued its

journey;

It began yefterday to fnow ,

in Derbyfhire, which con- ^ *

tinued the whole day, and part

of this, fo that the fnow was above
half a yard deep.

An uncommon inundation hap-
pened in the road between New-
ingto'n and Clapham, occafioned

by the heavy rains that had been
falling for three days before; the

waters colle&ed in the road meet-
ing with a high tide (wind N. by
W. moon's firft quarter) running

up Vauxhall creek, fwelled to fuch

a degree, that they foon covered
Kennington Common, and en-
tering fome low grounds, (on the

fouth fide,) deftioyed the brick-

works, and did other damage to

the amount of 20c 1. The current

making its way S. E. and over
Camberwell road by Walworth
common to the Thames ; a poor
woman happening to be on Ken-
nington common before the height

of the flood, got on the bank
[G] above
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above the turnpike -houfe, and a

working man in the gardens juft

by, going to afiift her over the road,

in ftepping off the bank, her feet

flipped, and fhe falling, pulled

the poor man into the current with

her ; and both were carried through

an arch under the turnpike-houfe,

but two feet wide, and three deep.

The woman was foon difcovered

by her cloaths, but the man was
carried forty yards down before

feet). However, both being taken

into a houfe, they foon recover-

ed.

The magiftrates of Edinburgh

conferred upon Mr. James Craig,

architect, a gold medal, with the

freedom of their city, in a filver

box, as a reward of his merit,

for having defigned the beft plan

of a new town to be built in that

neighbourhood.

M. de Larrey, privy -counfellor

and fecretary to the" prince of O-
range, fets out for Berlin to-mor-

row, in order to fettle every thing

relative to the marriage of his

ferene Highnefs with the princefs

Wilhelmina, filter to the prince Royal
fif Pruffia.

Orders were received at Chatham
to take his majefty's fhip Mon-
mouth, of 64 guns, to pieces,

being judged unfit for further fer-

vices. This fhip was efteemed the

bell: failer in the navy, had a prin-

cipal fhare in the actions fought

by the admirals Anfon and Hawke,
when commanded by the brave

admiral Hirrifon, in the war pre-

ceding the laft ; was in the late

war in feveral actions commanded
by the captains Gardiner and Her-
vev, the former of whom was kil-

led on board, when engaged fingly

with the l'oudroyant, of 80 guns.

She never gave cnace to ar.y fhip

that fhe fibd net come ud with.

As fome workmen were employ-

ed in pulling down part of Cun-
dover Hall, near Shrewfbury, they

found, in removing fome Hones in

the vault, an iron box of about 20
inches long, and 14 broad, in

which were contained feveral very

curious ancient medals, together

with a brafs ltatue, about 16 in-

ches high, which is fuppofed to

be the ltatue of fome heathen

god.

The feflions ended at the ^
Old Bailey, when three re-

ceived fentence of death; one to

be tranfported for fourteen years ;

36 for feven years ; and three to

be whipt.

Mount Vefuvius began to throw

out fire from its fummit; an omen
of an approaching irruption.

There was a commotion at

Troyes in France, the confequence

of which might have been very

fatal. It was occafioned by the

refufal of the officers of police to

permit the bakers to raife the price

of bread, though corn is grown

dearer. A woman took occafion

from hence to raife by her cla-

mours a troop of mutinous peo-

ple, who, fufpecting fome indi-

viduals of carrying on a trade in

corn, and profiting confiderably by

it, repaired tumultuoufly to their

houfes, broke open their doors, and

deftroyed the furniture of their

dwellings. Such as feemed inclin-

ed to oppofe them, were ill-treated;

and, it is even faid, that three or

four were killed. They threaten-

ed to fet fire to the city ; but the

town officers took fuch juft mea-

furcs, that the burgeffes in arms

gave a check to part of the infur-

gents, feveral of whom had dif-

guiled themielves like women, and

difperfed the reft.

By a letter directed to Mr.
Charles
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Charles Gibbs of Charter-houfe-

fquare, a correfpondent of that gen-

tleman's allerts, that he has dif-

covered a method of fquaring the

circle, which has hitherto baffled

the efforts of the greatelt mathe-
maticians.

, A fub'fcription was opened
" " for carrying Mr. Brindley's

plan into execution for making a

navigable canal from Birmingham
through the principal coal works,

to join the Worceilerfhire and Staf-

fordihire canals.

A fire happened at Beer, near

Blandford in Dorfetfhire, which
in an hour and a half de!lroyed

above 14 houfes. In the fame
week was a fire at Ower near Dor-
chefter, which confumed 8 hou-

fes.

About three weeks ago a brick-

layer's labourer at Marybone fold

a woman, whom he had coha-
bited with for feveral years, to

a fellow-workman for a quarter

guinea and a gallon of beer. The
workman went off with the pur-
chafe, and me has fince had the

good fortune to have a legacy of
zool. and fome plate, left her by
a deceafed uncle in Devonshire.
The parties were married laft Fri-

day.

. Five of the malefa&ors
who were condemned at the

lift feifions but one at the Oid
Bailey, were executed at Ty-
burn.

16th
Came on at Guildhall, be-

fore Lord Mansfield, and a
fpecial jury of merchants, a trial

between Mefirs. Dalbiacks, filk-

weavers, of Spital-fquare, plain-

tiffs, and the proprietors of a pa-
tent manufactory for painting filk,

defendants : the caufe of a&ion
was to recover a fum of money for

damage on 91 pieces of filk which
the defendants had fpoiled in paint-

ing, containing 5767 yards and
upwards ; when, after an hearing

of fix hours, the jury, without go-
ing Oi^t of court, found a verditt

for the plaintiffs of 2633 1. lis.
being the full value of the

filks.

A caufe came on in the ,

Common-pleas, wherein a '
*

gentleman of Norwich was plain-

tiff, and the commillioners of one

of the London fire-offices defen-

dants : The a&ion was, that the

gentleman had formerly infured

his houfe at Norwich in the faid

office to the amount of 500I. and
at the time of the riots tnere, his

houfe was wilfully fet on fire, and

burnt, on which he applied to the

office to make good the infurance,

which they refufed, as it was not

d itroyed by accidenjt; and after

a hearing of feveral hours, a ver-

dicl of 400 1. was given in favour

of the plaintiff; but a point of

law arifing, it is to be decided by the

opinion of the twelve judges.

The eflates of the late Percival

Lewis, Efq; at Tooting, were fold

by auction by Mr. Langford and
fon for 24,925!.
The maid-fervant of one Mr.

Wilfon, with his child in her arms,

went to view fome fheep warned

in the Tweed, from Kelfo bridge ;

when, forgetful of her truft, by a

fudden motion, the child fprung

out of her arms from the lodging,

and dropt down into the water.

The young woman, in order to"

fave the child, inftantly flung her-

felf over after it, and both periflied

in the Tweed.
At Covent-Garden market com-

mon cherries, and but few of them

ripe, fold at 4s. a pound. Three
[G] z N years
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years ago, at this feafon, finer

cherries were fold at 2d. a pound.

Lad week at a chriftening at

Widaker, near* Whitehaven, of the

21 ft child of Mr. Wright, by the

fame woman, the company came

from 7 1 parifhes, and the enter-

tainment confifted of 21 pieces of

beef, 21 legs of mutton and lamb,

21 gallons of brandy, three times

21 gallons of ftrong ale, three

times 21 fowls roafted and boiled,

21 pies, befides feveral hams, a

great number ofpuddings, &c. &c.

At a court of common-council

held at Guildhall, the freedom of

this city was voted to be prefented

to the right hon. Charles Town-
fliend, chancellor of the exche-

quer, in a gold box, for acknow-

ledgment of his kind and fuccefs-

ful endeavours to ferve them in

their application to parliament for

the feveral improvements to be

made in the metropolis.

At the fame court alfo a motion

was made that a piece of plate of

200 guineas value be prefented

to deputy John Paterfon, Efq; as

a mark of the court's gratitude

for the many fervices rendered the

corporation by that gentleman, but

more efpecially for his late excel-

lent plan which was adopted by

the city of London, and now lies

ready for the royal affent, having

pafled both houfes of parliament.

The report made laft Decem-
ber, relating to London-Bridge,

was taken into confideration

;

when Mr. Milne, the furveyor,

being examined, it was after a

long debate agreed, that the pro-

prietors of the London- bridge wa-
ter-works, fhould be allowed the

fifth arch of the laid bridge, agree-

able to the terms contained in the

sity lands report, but under the

exprefs conditions, that fhould thij

grant be hereafter found prejudicial

to the navigation of the river, the

city fhould have liberty to revoke

their grant, upon paying the faid

proprietors their whole expence in

occupying the faid arch.

The emprefs queen, who had got

the fmall-pox by her clofe attend-

auce on her daughter in-law, the

emprefs confort, is now entirely out

of danger.

One Mr. Nathaniel Jardiue, a

linen-draper at Cambridge, was
feized with a fit, as he fat upon a

bench by his door, from which he

fell, and received a violent cut upon
his head, that rendered him fenfe-

lefs j he was immediately blooded,

which fomewhat recovered him, and
he was carried, by his own defire, to

the houfe of Mr. Clay, grocer, in

Trompington-ftreet, where he died

on Wednefday morning. His bro-

ther, a few months ago, was taken

much in the fame manner, but died

inftantly. There is fomething fo

fingular in the lives of thefe two

brothers, that we fhould not do
juitice to our readers, if we paffed

it by unnoticed.—They were about

fixty years old, had lived together

from their infancy, and had, for

more than forty years, kept a linen-

draper's (hop: during which time,

we are informed, they never had

their houfe cleaned but once, which

was when their mother died, whom,
to fave expences, they hid out

themfelves ; they feldom admitted

any perfon beyond their fhop or

ftore-room ; and it is aflerted that

thev had no bed, but ufed to lii

upon fome old packing cloths, that

their goods came in; and fo con-

tinually dilturbed, left any of their

efFecls fhould be ftolen, that they

frequently watched alternately. So
jniferaile
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miferable were they, in order to

amafs wealth, they did not even

allow themfelves the common ne-

cefiaries of life, not a whole joint

of meat having been known to en-

ter the houfe for twenty years paft.

Thus pinched for want of fufte-

nance within, and through neglect

in their linen and apparel, peftered

with vermin without, no wonder
they always carried a very meagre
afpect. It is fomewhat remarkable*

that if a publican or other perfon

laid out a few (hillings with them,

they would enquire their place of

abode, and frequently go a mile or

two to fetch a quart of beer, yet

cautious that they mould not be

feen, left others might be offended.

On the death of their father, they

found upwards of iooo guineas

concealed in his bea ; and at the

deceafe of the firft brother, the fur-

vivor found a co kderable fum of
money that had been fecreted from
him. It is not certainly known
what he died poiTeffd of, but it

is ger.era.ly fuppofed from 6 to

8ooo'. tae whole of which, except

a legacy of 20 1. he has left by
will to the above Mr. Clay ; who,
it feems, had lately Ihewn him
fome civilities, by now and then

fe.iding him a comfortable dinner,

&c. The deceaied had often de-

clared, he did not know of any re-

lations.

Letters juft received from Rome
mention, that an e.vprefs was ar-

rived there from Civita Vecchia,

with advice, that fifteen Catalan

veflels, efcorted by three armed
xebrcks, were arrived there from
Barcelona, with five hundred and
feventy Jefuitson buard ; the pope,

though with reluctance, confented

to their being landed, and ordered

them to bt conducted to Ferrara.

The archdutchefs, intended con-
fort to the king of Naples, is ex-

pected in that city by the beginning
of November ; and the marriage
ceremony of ueir majefties will be
performed on the 4th of that month,
t!ie feftival of St. Cliarles, whofe
name the king of Spain bears.

An edict of the emprefs queen
has juft made its appearance in

Bruflels, prohibiting the admiflion

into that country of any of the je-

fuits expelled from Spain, or exiled

from France ; it matters not whe-
ther they are fubjects, by birth, of
her imperial majefty, or whether
or not they wear the habit of their

order.

They write from Madrid, that

a treaty is negociating with Ruffia,

and another with fome of the Ger-
man princes, For allowing a num-
ber of their fubjects to lettle, with
their families, in Spain, in order to

cultivate a barren track of ground
called, Serra Molen.s. They are

to be allowed the expences of their

journey, and, on their arrival in

the Spaniih territories, are to re-

ceive tne king's pay, and be pro-
vided witU necefiaries for a year.

They are alfo to be furnifhed with

materials for building, and tools

for hufbar.dry ; but, after the ex-

piration of the abovementioned
term, they are to maintain them-
felves with the produce or revenue

of their refperiive lands, which
will be granted to them as their

full property, befides an exemp-
tion from all taxes for ten years to

come.

They write from Penfacola, that

the Spanilh governor of New Or-
leans had received pofitive orders

from his court to prevent the fub-

jects of Great Britain from having

the leaff. commercial intercourfc

[G] 3 with
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with thofe of his catholic majefty

under his command.

, , The court of Common
2

Pleas ordered an attachment

againft an officer of the Sheriff of

Middlefex, for arrefting a gentle-

man at his houfe late at night,

wichout notice, for a debt of 60 1.

due to his cocchmaker, and refuf-

ing, though the coachmaker was

prefent, and hail offered, to wait,

but forcibly carried away to, and

detained him illegally till next

morning in a fpcnging-houfe, con-

trary to the laws of this realm.

There was a very great council

at St. James's, to which, it is faid,

nolefs than 106 members were fum-

moned.
At the general court of the Eaft-

Jrdia company, held at Merchant

Taylor's Hall, it was unanimously

refolved to grant ;; penSion of 1,500!.

perann. to Gen. Lawrence, during

his life, for his many great fervices

to the company; the faid grant

to commence from Chriftmas laft.

The general enjoyed an annuity of

ceo 1. a year before ; and the above

grant of 1,500!. is an addition

thereto. It was alfo moved, to

grant the company's fervants cer-

tain gratuities, for their refpedtive

fe.-vices.

Was found in the mackarel-nets

eff Folkftone, a Strange kind of a

f.Sh: It meafures in length about

thirteen feet; its fore-fins are

about two feet long, and the body
refembles that of a porpus ; it has

a broad thin tail, about fix feet

long. The iiihermen declare they

never faw luch a one before.

Application laving been fome
time ago made to the miniftry, to

intercede with his majefty to Spare

the life of one of the convicts un-

der Sentence of death in Newgate,

on condition that the faid conricl

fhould fuffer the amputation of a

limb, in order to try tlu efficacy

of a certain ftyptic preparrd by

Mr. Pierce ; arjd one John Ben-

ham having been reprieved, as it

was imagine 1, for that purpofe,

Mr. Pierce waited upon the fecre-

tary of State, when he was inform-

ed that the intention of trying his

ftypiic upon John Benham, a con-

vict in Newgate, was entirely laid

aSide, nis majefty b^ing of opinion

that it was quite improper to try

fuch experiment*.

A Jew was carried before the

lord mayor, charged with hawking
hats for (Ae in this city, contrary

to law, which fubjects all hawkers

who pre.ume fo to do in any cor-

poration to tae penalty of 12!. or

to be committed for a certain time;

to hard labour in Bridewell. The
fact being proved, fecurity was giv-

en for the Jew's appearance to an-

fwer the above charge before a court

of judicature.

The duty of 6d. per chaldron

on coals is granted to the city for

46 years, to redeem the tolls on the

bridges, embanking the river, re-

pairing the Exchange, and rebuild-

ing Newgate.

A vein of copper ore has lately

been difcovered near Glafgow,

which, upon trial, promifes fair ta

produce considerable profit. It lies

not above three feet deep, and is

fuppofed to lead to a confiderable

mine.

The prizes of 15 guineas each,

given annually by the members for

Cambridge, were adjudged to Mr.
Stevenfon of King's, and Mr. Ward
of St. John's College, Senior ba-

chelors ; and to Mr. Arnald of St.

John's and Mr. Clewes of Trinity

College, middle bachelors.

A gen"
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A gentleman of Derby h:s late-

ly been into the Downs to make
trial of a new marine furveyor,

The machine confifts of an open

tube four inches diameter, and two

feet long ; on the outfide is fixed

an oblique plane like a fcrew

;

upon which the water acts fo as to

turn it round fwifter or flower,

in proportion as the machine is

drawn through the fea with greater

eafe or lefs velocity.

Letters from Pomerar.ia advifc,

that the cattle there have been in -

culated with fuccefs, for the conta-

gious illncfs that has for fome time

reigned in that country.

Her imperial majciiy of Ruflia

has particularly recommended to

the royal academy of fciences at

Peterfburgh, to make exact: obferva-

tipns of the next tranfit of Venus
over the fun's di.'.'c, in the molt pro-

per places throughout her domi-
nions.

Six or eight acres of the great

bog above tne Tough of Lcughcor-
nuie in the county of Galway,
(part of the eftate of Mr. Netter-

vil) fell fuddenly into tne lough,

and made fo prodigi us a noife,

that it extremely terrified th<* in-

habitants for many miles round.

The water of the lough has over-

flowed the grounds all about ; the

paffage in m t;ic lough through

Mr. Nettervil's grcu;iJ, is quite

fhut up, and the courle of the water

totally changed.

On the third inftant the deputies

of the republic of Venice, enter-

tained the reigning dukecfWur-
temberg, with one of the fined

courfes of gondolas that has ever
been feen there. There were five

divifions, each confuting of five

gondolas, moft magnificently paint-

ed and adorned, and all the rowers

were in uniform. The machine,

whLh ferved for the butt, repre-

fentcd the palace of Neptune.
There was an incredible number
of foreigners of diftindtion at this

felHval, which terminated with a
fuperb fupper, and a ball, given by
his fjrene highnefs.

Tr.e annual produce of the mines
in Sweden amounts to 400,000
fchipfonds, each weighing 400
French pounds; and the number
of workmen employed in them is

25,600, who are thereby enabled

to maintain their wives and chil-

dren.

From Lifbon we hear that the

French conful there has received

fome difpatches from the king his

mailer, addreffed to his Portuguefe

majefty, and accompanied with

forte prefents for the prince of
whom the princcls of Brazil was
lately delivered, and for other per-

form. The prince's prefent is a
cockade fet with brilliants, the

button in the form of a rofe. Don
Juan de Braganza, high admiral,

has received the king of France's

picture fet wuh diamonds: the

prince's governefs a pair of ear-

rings with a gold-box : the pa-

triarch a diamord crofs : and the

nurfe a gold fnu-it-box.

There are now 160 looms efta-

b!ifh-d in the cambrick manufacto-

ry at Dundalk, where, in the fhort

fpace of one year only, above

70,000 yards haie been made, the

greater part already at market, or

fold ; and it is obfervable, that this

quantity has been made between

May, 1766, and May, 1767, which

lhews that this important manufac-

ture is in an improving ftate, and

will be of the ucmofr. national ad-

vantage, which is already obvious

from the cradual diminution of

[CI 4 the
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the importation of French cam-
brick:) into this kingdom.

, The following bills re-
29 lh>

ceived the royal afl'ent by
eommiificn.

Ths bill for erecting a pier

at St. Iv.'s.

The bill for regulating the p.arilh

poor children within the bills of

mortality.

The bill for completing Black-

fHars bridge.

The bill for indemnifying per-

fons who have orr.U'ed to quality

themfelves for employments.

The bill for allowing a longer

time for the enrollment of deeds or

papiits, for relief of proteftant pur-

chafers.

The bill for preventing the wear

of cambricks.

The bill for extending the win-

dew act to Scotland.
' Ti;e bill for altering the duties

on policies, and lefiening the allow-

for prompt payment of cer-

tain flamp-duties.

The bill for granting certain du-

ties in the firitiih American colo-

nies.

The bill for regelating the divi-

dend of the Eaft-India company.

—By this act no dividend is to be

made from the 24th of June but

in purfuance of a vote carried on

a ballot, in a general court fum-

moned for the purpofe feven days

beforehand ; nor any increafe of

dividend beyond \o per cent, till

the m x' m( irliarflent.

The bill for eilabiiihing an agree-

ment between the government and

the Eaft- India company.—By this

agreement the company are to pay

the government 400,0001. yearly

for two years, by hail- yearly pay-

ments, during which time the ter-

ritorial polTeiTions and revenues

lately obtained are to remain iri

the company's hands ; but if dif-

poflefled of any of them in the

mean time by any foreign power, a
proportionable abatement ia to be

made in the annual payments

;

and money wrongfully paid to be

refunded. The monies to be re-,

ferved for the difpcfition of parlia-

ment.

The bill for regulating the ma-
nufactures, &c. in the Ifle of lVian.

An order of council was this day
publilhed in the London Gazette*

requiring lieutenants of counties

where the militia have been em-
bodied, to make out lifts of the of-

ficers, to prevent their being no-,

minated for IherifFs, during the

time of their employment in that

fervice.

A fourth convoy, with 203 je-

fuits on board, arrived a. Civita

Vecchia, but were relufed admit-

tance, and followed the third. The
Genoefe, ic is faid, have agreed to

rec< ive then).

Two itinerant preachers, one a

taylor and the other a dyer, quar-

relled in Moorfields about their re-

ligion ; and the m> b taking the

dyer's part, the poor ta\ lof was
handled in a molt inhuman man.
ner, and would certainly have been

killed but fcr the interposition of

fome gentlemen palling by.

The farms of" the kingdom of

France, have been lately lex 10 the

farmers-general for the fum of

132,250,000 livres per annum.

Letters received at Conit.uitino-

ple advife, that on the third of

March laft, being the fecond feaft

of the Bairam, the day on which

all the beys and other officers of

the city repair to the caftle to com-
pliment Hamfey Pacha, governor

of Egypt, about fixty perfons, moll

of
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of whom belonged to Grandees,

who have been fome time in exile,

having formed a defign of affaffinat-

ing feveral of the beys now in poft,

got into the Pacta's hall of audi-

ence, difguifed and Well armed

;

but the Emir Hatch, or conductor

of the Mecca caravan, having ob-

ferved among them fome fofptcious,

movements, he figniricd the '..me

to tie Other beys: one of whom, on

his taking leave of the Pac^a, re^

ce-.ved a piftol (he:, which tore

away part of his jaw. On this, all

the leys had recouife to their la-

bret, fodght their way through,

and deiioycd the co\fpirators.

One bey remained dead on the

fpot, others vv.re dahgeroufly

wounded, as were alfo feveral prin-

cipal officers. After this bloody

fcene, wherein mary lives were

loft, the government ordered the

. to be depofed, which was

(Jotie the fame day; and thofe of

his Officers, who were fufrcfted to

have favoured this plot, were ba-

nifhed. The Janiffary Aga has or-

dered many of the grandees o{

Cairo, who were discovered 10 be

accomplices therein, to be pu-

nifned.

The 28th of lafl month, about five

o'clock in the afternoon, the thun-

der fell upon the parifh church of

Vilia-di-Stellone, a viliage near Ca-
rignam, by which feven perfons

were killed, and feveral others

wounded. The curate, who re-

ceived a flight hurt on the foot, was
feized with vomitings the next day,

and an extraordinary pain in that

foot. The noife of the thunder was
terrible, and yet the people who
were in the church were lb itunned,

that they were only fenfib'e of a

trifling noife like the report of a

pillol. The curate, who performed

divine fervice, had no idea after-

wards of what he had been thine;
and thofe who carried away the

dead bodies couli r ret e£l

where they brought them from.
At the fame time the thunder fell

upon th citadel of this place, and
took its direction to a cemrv-box
upon the n rth-weft baftion, where
it went down the barrel of the cen-»

try's muikct, and ftruck the fol-

dier's foot with fuw violence, as

brought him to the ground, but did
h : m no ether mifchief. It rained

very hard here at that time ; but
at Villa-.di-SteHone, it neither rain-

ed nor thundered beto:e or after

the violent clap of thunder above-
mentioned. The fame ftorrri was
felt in other places, upwards of 25
miles o.'F. i lie evening before, a
fliuck of an earthquake was felt at

Turin, but more fenfibly in other

places, where fome damage waj
done by it.

In a letter from Carthagen3, via

Jamaica, captain Hendeitbn, of the

floop fanny, bound from thence to

the bay, gives a difmal account of
the iofs of the faid floop, on the

3 1 :1 of October lafl, off Cape Gra-
cious a Dois ; with many other

circum 'lances that befel the ctew
(eleven in number) who all, except
three, died through fatigue and the

want of fubfillcnce : thole who fur-

vived being obliged to eat the flefti

of their deceafed (hipmates for

food, and drink their own urine to

quench their thirft ; and to make
their cafe ftill more difmal, the

brutifli Spaniards refufed them fub-

flflence, as men faved from (hip-

wreck ; alledging, that they were
not bound to the bay, and there-

fore mull take up their abode in

the common gaol among thieves,

i.eoroe> and murdc,

Died,
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Died, Mr. Lowther, near Guif-

borough, aged 100 years.

Mrs. Jackfon, who for 50 years

kept a boarding-fchool at Kenfing-

ton.

Mr. Mathard, furgeon in Oxford-

road, aged 102 years.

Peter Stuart, near Air in Scot-

land, aged 103 years.

JULY.
„ The fum of 6o,oool. wa$

* this day paid down for the

purchaf; of the royal theatre in

Covent-Garden, purfuant to agree-

ment. The patentees are Meflieurs

Colman, Harris, Rutherford, and

Powel.

, His majefty ga\'e his affent

to the following bills

:

The bill for granting certain

fums out of the finking fund ; and

for im powering his majelly to per-

mit the importation of corn, duty

free, for a longer time.

Tne bill for taking off the duty

of 1 s. a pound on all black and

Singlo tea, and for granting a draw-

back on teas exported to Ireland

and America.

The bill for granting certain du-

ties on foreign linen, and a premium

for the encouragement of raifing

hemp.
The bill for retraining the af-

femb'y of New York from palling

any aft, till they had complied with

the ad of parliament for the fur-

nifning his majefly's troops with the

jjecefiaries required by that aft.

The bill for putting the Ameri-

can duties into the hands of com-
miflioners.

After which his majefty made a

moll gracious fpeech, which the

reader v. ill fee in our ftate papers

;

and the parliament was prorogued

to the 31ft of Auguft.

The demurrer of the .

feigned iffue, direfted by the * '

court of King's Bench, between
the mayor, &c. of Norwich, and
Mr. Jeremiah Berry, an attorney

of the court of Common Pleas,

was argued in the court of King's

Bench, when judgment was given

for Mr. Berry. The queftion was,

whether the privilege of an attor-

ney exempted him from ferving the

office of IherifF? and all the judges

of the court of King's Bench were
clearly of opinion, that fuch privi-

lege excufed him from ferving that

office, and even offices of a fuperior

naturae, to that of iheriffof a corpo-

ration. »

Lord Holland having lately ereft-

ed a new tower built with flint

and chalk, at his feat near Margate,
the following infeription in black

letter, en a large piece of white

ftone, is placed on the front next

the fea.

D. M.
Dan~>rum et Sax-rium hie occiforum

Duir. dc fo'.o Britannico

Mi lids nihil a fe alienum putant

Britannis pe'fiJe ct crudeliter olim expulfis

Inter fe dimicaverunt

Hen. de Holland p; fuit

Q^i duces qtialis hujus proetii exitus

Nulla nota hirtoria

Annum circiter dcccl evenit pugna
Et pugnam hanc evenifle fidem caciunt

Offa quamplurima

Quae fub hoc et altero tumulo hie vicino

funt fepulta.

The inftruftions given by the

bifhops to the clergy of their fe-

veral diocef-rs, in confequence of a
motion in the houfe of lords, to

take an account of the number of

catholics in their refpeftive pa-

rifhes, has nothing alarming in it.

A like order was given in 1746, to

the clerks of the peace, when by a

lift
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Kft then delivered, the whole landed

property they were poff;ifed of,

amounted to 384,1661. 14s. io£ d.

If a like account fhould be now
given ir., it v% ill at once be fern

whether they increafe in property

or not.

Wiihin thefe few days feveral

fhips have arrived in the river with

wheat from abroad, whole cargoes

co- lift of 7,485 quarters, befides

Very great quantities of barley, oats,

and otner grain. Since the 23d of

March laft, there have been brought

into the port of London, 115,497
quarters of wheat, a grea* part of

which has been bought up for the

country markets.

, This morning, at a quarter

5 * before nine o'clock, their royal

and ferene highnefles the prince

and princefs of Brunfwick, fet out

in one of his majefty's coaches for

Dover, on their return to Germa-
ny. The young prince of Brunf-

wick fet out fome time before

them.

, This day at noon, his royal

' ' highnefs the duke of York, fet

out from Pall-Mali, with a grand

retinue, for Dover, in order to em-
bark for Germany.

In the courfe of laft feffions of

parliament, 209 bills received the

royal alfent, viz. 95 public, and

114 private, which is the greateit

number that has received the royal

affent in one feffions for feveral

years.

The intended marriage between
the prince Stadtholder, and the prin-

cefs Frederica- Sophia- Wilhelmina,

of Pruffia, was publicly declared at

the Hague. As the prince Stad-
tholder was taking the diverfion of
hawking, a dog caught a heron,

with a brafs infeription round his

leg, fettirg forth, that he was taken

and rdealed by the elector of
Cologne in the year 1737.
One ot the clerks of the bank

was apprehended on fufpicion of

filing guineas. In the evening he
a'tempted to cut nis throat, but

without fuccefs. On fearching hi*

houfe, many curious inftruments for

the purpofe above-mentioned, and
alfo a quantity of gold-duft, were
found.

His royal highnefs the duke ,

of York arrived at Bruffels,
llttu

under the title of earl of Uitter, and
in the evening went to the comedy,
where he was received by prince

Charles, who had already entertain-

ed the prince and princefs of Brunf-

wick with all imaginable magni-
ficence.

His excellency Sir James Gray,
bart. fet out on his embalfy to

Spain.

A young man in France, being

lately attacked by a fever, became
delirious, and afterwards raving

mad. In this condition, the unly

objects of nis fury were his parents;

and he was at length fo feemingly

fenfible of his error, that he talked

of nothing but expiating his fins by
fire ; and for that' purpofe, having

railed a pile of wood, he found

means to light it, and to throw him-
fe!f in; but the torments he felt in

the flames, foon brought him to

himfelf, and he endeavoured to

fav^ his life, but too late ; for though

he had ftrength enough to get out,

yet he was fo terribly fcorched,

that he died the next day in great

agony.

They write from Paris, that an
ingenious mechanic of that city has

lately invented and finilhed a cu-

rious fnuff-box with chimes in the

lid.
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lid, that plays five tunes, and will

hold half an ounce of inuff.

A broker near Ol4-llreet, having

purchased a room of" geeds belong-

ing to a poor old woman in that

neighbourhood, upon opening the

drawers of aj) old bureau, diico-

vered a private one within another,

in which he found a lottery ticket

for the year 1765, which, upon ex-

amination, proves to have been

drawn a prize of 500 1.

, A caufe came on to be
-* * heard before lord chief juf.

ticc Wilmot, in the court of Com-
mon Pleas, Wellminiter, and a (rpe-

cial jury, wherein Mr. Slater, of
Southwark, was plaintiff, and an

eminent iurgeon, and an eminent

apothecary, were defendants. The
i was, that about a year fince,

Mr. Slater unfortunately broke his

kg, aid it was fet, and thought to

be out of danger, by a furgeon,

not one of the defendants ; but the

above furgeon being fent for to

look'n the bandage, his leg was

<*ain broke, and a cure not per-

formed. .After a hearing of feven

hours, a verdict was given in fa-

vour of the plaintiff, of 250 1. da-

mages from each of the defend-

ants.

Came on at Guildhall, the trial

of a tr 'a wife in the Little

Old-Bailey, for cruelly beating a

girl, about 1 1 years of age, whom
her hulband had taken apprentice

out of the Foundling-hofpital. It

appeared on the trial, that ihe had

tied the girl to a nail, and beat her

with a rope's enc', that from being

a fine healthy chid, fhe was, by

ill stage* almoft reduced to a (ke-

leton. The trial Sailed till r, :

o'clock, when the jury, in about

luii an hour, brought 115, their ver-

dict guilty. She is to receive frti'

tence the firit adjournment-day after

the feffions at the Old-Bailey.

On Friday lafl, their royal and
ferene highneffes, the prince and
pnncefs, and young prince of Brunf-
wick. arrived at Bruffels in perfect

health. They were received with
all the honours that poifibly could
be (hewn to fuch '.llullrious per-

fonages. There wa:> a company of
grenadiers with the colours to re»

ceive them v.ucre they lodged, and
the equipages of the court ready to

attend them. In the evening they
went to the comedy.

In an hour after their arrival,

all the nobility in town went to

pay thei? court to them ; and an
exprefs having been fent to his

royal highnefa prince Charles, in^

forming him of their arrival, he
immediately came to town, and;

went directly to the playhoufe to

meet them, and expreffed the

greateft joy and pleafure in having
the honour of feeing them at Brui-

fels.

This morning, about ,

three o'clock, a terrible
!* *

fire broke out at a houfe in New-
Urea, near Shadwell church, which
burnt witn great fury for fome
time, and deilroyed about 14 houfes,

together with 3 large cooperate,
be lore it was extinguithed. A per-

ion is taken up on fufpicion of
having fet fire to the houfe where
it began ; and another perfon,

with a large fack filled with linen,

Sec. was taken in Fleet - market,
and carried to the Compter, on
lufp:cinn of having Itolen them at

the above fire.

The great caufe between his

grace the duke of Hamilton and
Archibald Douglas, Efq; was de-

cided
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tided in the court of feffions at

Edinburgh, in favour of duke Ha-
milton.

As the wife of John Bennet, of

Handfworch near Birmingham, was

ringing a pan, to fettle a fwarm of

bees, they fixed upon her head,

neck, and breaft, and continued

till the evening, when- me fhook

tnem off into a hive ; and received

no other hurt than a rew ltings on

her arms and breail.

, Lord Ciive arrived in town
5 ' from Portimouth, where he

landed the day before, from on

board the Britannia Indiarnnn, from

Bengal, in perfect health ; general

Calliot and governor Palk arrived

in town at the fame time.—The
cargo of the Britannia cotififts of

piece goods, raw filk, red wood,

and fak-petre.

A moll melancholy accident

happened at a gentleman's feat

rear Greenhithe in Kent, where

the game - keeper having put a

•quantity of gunpowder into the

warm oven to dry, very thought-

lefsly left it there, and went in:o

the field to work. Jurt before

dinner, the under cook-maid, as her

cultom was, went to light the oven,

when the powder inftantly took

fire, and the blaft came full in the

unhappy's girl's face, fet her all in

a blaze, and fhe expired in five

minutes a dreadful fpeclacle to look

at. Her terrible fhrieks alar

the family, and o,-,e of the men Ser-

vant* throwing his coat over rfcr to

extinguish the flames, ' brougl I

the fkin of her face and u

it was removed, a:ii increafed the

horror of her appearance. A
accident happer.ei i be-,

fore at a gentleman's feat n\ir I

lo^ne in France, where the

g with a gun, ar.;

off in fport, fet fire to a box of
gunpowder, and. blew up the houfe

with feven perfons in it; himfelf
and a maid fervant were killed oa
the fpor, but five others, though
wounded, wonderfully efcaped with

life.

His grace the archbifhop of Can-
terbury, in obedience to bis ma-
jesty's command, has fent circular

letters to all the bishops, his faf-

fragans, defiring them to procure

from their refpeclive cleigy com-
plete lilts of all papiits, or reputed

papifts, in their refpeclive diocefes,

diitingu'fhing their fexes, ages, and

occupations. and how long they

have been reiident there. His grace

has alfo fent letters to all the clergy

in his diocefe, requiring them to

make out lifts in the fame manner
for their refpeclive pariihes; which

lifts are to be kid before the houfe

of peers the firir. day of next feffida

of parliament. The fame orders

have been iffued by the archbifhop

of York to the biihops ar.d cicrgy

of his diocefe.

The feffions ended at the .

Old-Bailey, when three pri- '

foners were capitally conyicled, oils

to be transported for 14 years, 30
.ven years, and four branded,

enty-four former capital con-
:.vei his maie'ly's moi

:z pardon, on the folio.- »

condition : ten to be tranfported

• ives, feven for

four-- for ic7iU

aufe was tried in the court of

between Edward
Lunf. laa- of

id, plsin-

ld Chriftopher Fawcet, tow-

ard of the court-leet of the lord of
-, a man-

•

• -

plaintiff
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plaintif r is freedom, which was

deu rm i
cJ m ft. our v I he plain-

tiff; b) which decifion the people

of Morpt ; ^ arc reilored to their-

anci.nt right of e'.eriiag the:-

menibi-rv i hirtj two other caufes

depended apon this verdict.

, T.ie ptincefs Ponir ^owiki,
I 9tn '

fifter to the king of Polaad,

arrived at St. James's.

A tnoft terrible thunder-ftorm,

happened at Leeds in Yorkfhire,

as ever was remembered by any

nia'i iving It {truck one of the

chimnie.s of the wcrknoufe, fhiver-

ed the dates from ihe ridge to the

eaves; it entered the garret, and

flruck a poor woman dead. It al-

fo ftruck the two oppofne fides of

the room, and made a way through

the wall on the north fide, and

through a window on the fouch,

by two large apertures. It like-

wife ftruck an old man who fat in a

window below whetting his knife,

fet fire to his clothes, and burnt

him fo terribly, that it is thought

he cannot recover. Three other

perfons in a houfe at fome diftance

were miierably fcorched ; and at

Scot-hill mill, it fell upon a chim-

ney, entered fome lodging-rooms,

and made its way out at the win-

dows, carrying the glafs and frame

along with it.

, We hear that lord Clive

has brought over, and pre-

fented to his majelly, a line fword

fet with diamonds, and a fine pearl

necklace, for her majefty, both of

very confiderable value. He has

iikewife brougiit a fine diamond as

a prefent from the Nabob to his

majeity, of immenfe value, and

many curiofuies of that country.

By a letter, dated the fii ft of De-
cember lalt, from a gentleman who
was on board the Eai mouth Eaft-

• Indiaman, when (he was ftruck with
lightning, we are informed, that

Were afterwards wrecked in

of the Ganges; and of
360 men, whom they carried from
England, there are only about 160
now alive at Calcutta; the reft be-
ing either kiiled by the lightning,

burnt in the (hip, drowned, devour-
ed by tygers when they got on
fhore, or dead of fatigue.

An inquifuion was taken at „

Guj's hofpital, on the body
of Elizabeth, the wife of Edward
Hafcar, otherwife called Sarah
Bartlett, (for by that name fhe

was brought to the hofpital) when
it appeared, by the evidence of
Elizabeth Aldridge, fervant to

Patrick Dawfon, of Bermondfey-
ftreet, furgeon and apothecary,

(the only witnefs as to the fact.)

that the deceafed was formerly
houfekeeper to her mailer, and
that fhe ufed frequently to come
to his houfe and cohabit with him ;

that laft Thurfday evening, on his

coming home, he afked the wit-

nefs whether the deceafed had
been there, who informed him fhe

had not ; he then expreffed a great

defire to fee her, and directed the

witnefs to rife early next morning
and fetch her, which the did, and
on coming in, her maftcr being
in bed, the witnefs informed him
the deceafed was come ; whereon
he defired them to come up ftaira

to him, and a boy was fent for

fome brandy, which being drank,

he ordered the witnefs to make
fome chocolate for their breakfaft ;

and on the witnefs's quitting the

room for that purpoie, the de-

ceafed immediately followed her

into the kitchen ; that foon after

her mafter came down, and he and

the deceafed breakfaited together

in
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in the kitchsn; that after break-

fail, Dawfon faluted the deceafed,

faying, My dear, I love you ; I

have fomething in particular to

tell you : to which the deceafed

anfwered, the maid would go out

of the kitchen; he replied, that

would not do. The deceafed then

propofed to go into the little par-

lour, and feveral other places, but

none would do befides his bed-

chamber, to which, at length,

fne confented to go ; and on their

going up flairs, fhe faid, it is not

the firfl time I have trulted myfelf

with you alone, by many, and ex-

prefled a great defire of knowing
the fecret he was to communicate
to her : that on her entering the

bed-chamber, the door was imme-
diately faftened, and they con-

tinued very quiet about a quarter

of an hour, when on a fuddcn the

deceafed cried out feveral times,

murder ! murder '. Betty ! Betty 1

That the witnefs ran directly up
ftairs, and found the bed-chamber
door locked, and heard Dawfon
fay, Betty, you are too late ; that

fhe burfl open the door, and faw
the deceafed lying on the floor in

a gore of blood, her mailer iland-

ing near her with a bloody knife

in his right hand ; and on the wit-

nefs crying out, You wicked, blood-

thirfly man, what have you done !

He moved the knife, aiming at

her, as if he intended dire&iy to

flab her, and d—d her, faying, he
Would flab her too, That on the

witnefs afking the deceafed, w! at

occafioned her msfter to ule her
fo? fhe informed her, that becaufe
fhe had refufed to permit him to

be criminally concerned with her,

he on a fudden opened r.is bureau,

and from thence took a !

with which he flabbed her. The

furgeons, on examining the de-
ceafed' s body, difcovered three

wounds in her belly, which they
made no doubt were mortal, and
confirmed the above witnefs in the
deceafed's declaration as to the oc«
cafion. The deceafed was fent to

Guy's hofpital, and there died
the next morning ; where (he alfo

declared the reafon of ill treat-

ment, and acknowledged fhe was
above five months gone with child,

but was uncertain who was the fa-

ther of it. The jury brought in

their verdict, wilful murder. The
above Patrick Dawfon is not yet
taken.

A terrible florm of thunder,
lightning, hail, and rain, hap-
pened in the neighbourhood of Va-
lenciennes, in France, which did
confiderable damage to houfes,

trees, corn, and cattle. It began
a few miles to the fouth-weft of
that ci:y, and proceeded in a
north-eaft direction as far as the

province of Holland, caufing great
defolation in its progrefs, not unlike

the florm of 1763, which laid wafte

a part of Kent.

His Royal Highnefs the Duke
of York, who lately fet out on his

travels through France and Ger-
many, had an interview with the

king and queen of France, ac

Compeigne, to whom he was in-

troduced bv t;ie title of Earl of
Ulfcer.

A ball of fire fell at Norring-
ton farm near Overton, in Hamp-
fhire, and fet fire to a barn, in

which were large quantities of
corn, which, together with two
ilac!:j of hay, were confu tried.

(Mingling pearl-afh with the water

in engines ngmfhiag Ire,

has been difcovered to be wry ef-

J for

A col-
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A collier, b.-rthen 150 tons,

was buftftt at Blockaoufe Point,

r Port' mouth, on account of

brandy and tea being found bu-

ried under her c^rgo of coals. At
th: fame time and place it I

gling Qoop was burnt; and ibid

order, a.e given to the officer^ of

the c idioms to fupprefs "the infa-

nt -3 practice of fmuggling.

The public b in vain

expected a mani&fto from th

.0^ Spain againlt the Jefult- of bis

kingdom. It is now laid, that

this flnu°-paper, (if there mould

be one) will be only delivered to the

Ibyereigns of Europe.

Mr. Fortree, one of the com-
jnilhoners of the victualling-office

died lately. What is remarkable,

a commifiioncr of the fame board

having dreamed that one of their

number had fallen down dead, and

telling his dream the next morn-
ing, the words were fcarce ut-

tered, when Mr. Fortree fuddenly

expired.

, Her Royal Highnefs prin-

3 " cefs Amelia made a vifit to the

R. H. Lord Edgecombe, at Mount
Edgecombe, and paffed through

Plymouth in her progrefs, where

all imaginable honours were paid

her ; and me was highly pleafed

with her reception.

The dragoman of the Britifh

conful at A,ic-ppo, by birth a fub-

ject of the Saltan, having incurred

the difpleafurc of his fuperiors, he

was lately imprifoned, and his

commiffion demanded from the con-

ful, on pain of cutting off his

head; on which, the conful found

it neceffary to comply ; but at the

fame time preferred a complaint to

hrs majefty's ambaffador at Con-
ihintinople, who having prefented

a memorial to the Porte on that

occafion, was anfwered haughtily,

that fuch were the orders of the

fovereign.

A clerk of the Bank, confined in

the Poultry Compter, for filing gui-

nea , b.'ing recovered of a wound
he gave bitnfelf when firft appre-

hended, was, after examination,

committed to Newgate. He mads
D 1 u.-fence; but a friend faid for

him, that the dull produced was not

gold.

A few days ago, as the arch-

bifhop of Paris was at Con flans,

and the workmen were repairing

his palace, fome unknown perfons

entered the palace, forced open

two doors and leveral locks, and
took out of his cabinet feveral pa-

pers, and a pocket-book, belong-

ing to that prelate, which deprives

him of the means of making his

defence if he was attacked; which

makes it believed that the perfons

concerned in this proceeding, had

other motives than to plunder.

The archbifhop has taken the pro-

per ftcps in order to obtain re-

drefs by law, and laft Wednefday
he informed the king of the affair.

Cardinal de Bernis, archbifhop

of Alby, has lately given a great

proof of his humanity, by dif-

charging all his fervants except

three, on account of the high price

of proviiions, which renders him
unable to relieve the diitreffes of

the poor in the manner he ufed to

do. He daily feeds two hundred

poor people who come to his palace

for that purpofe, exclufive of the

fick, and other unhappy objeds

whom he relieves in his metro-

polis, and other towns belonging

to his dioccfe.

About eight in the morn- ' ^
ing three large boats (in *

L

which were above 100 perfons arm*
ed
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armed with guns and cutlaffes) came
into the harbour of Kinmare, in the

count/ of Kerry, in Ireland, and

Surrounded the floop Henry, laden

With tea, from France^ then under

feizure of the revenue officers

;

and, after feveral mots being ex-

changed, the fmugglero overpowered

the officers, and forcibly carried oft"

the whole cargo. Another defpe-

rate engagementhas fince happen-
ed between the officers in two cuf-

tom-houfe barges, and a party of
fmugglers, on the north coafr, in

which feveral were killed on both
fides ; but the fmugglers at lalt got

the advantage, and carried their

goods clear off.

o , They write from Vien-

na, that Wednefday lad,

being the day appointed for the

public thankfgiving, the em-
prefs appeared in public for the

firft time fince the late emperor's'

death.

Laft Saturday, in the evening,

the marriage of the princefs Louila,

Henrietta Wilhelmina of Branden-
bourg, with the reigning prince of
Anhalt DelTau, was folemnized in

the royal chapel at Charlcttenbaurg,

by the Rev. Mr. Sack, firft chap-
lain to the king of Prulfta.

Yefterday, in the evening, the

ceremony of betrothing and ex-

changing of rings, between her

royal highnefs the princefs Wilhel-

mina of Pruffia, and his ferene

highnefs the prince of Orange,
was performed at Charlottenbourg,

in the prefence of his Prullian ma-
jelly, and the reft of the royal fa-

mily, &c.

A young woman at Lyons, very
handiome, but little advantaged
in point of fortune, was the ob-
ject of criminal defire to three
young fellows. Each endeavoured

Vol. X.

feparately to feduce her, but with-

out fuccefs. The better to fuc-

ceed, they joined, and had re-

courfe to the ftratagems of a pro-

curers, who having contrived to

bring the girl to iier houfe, the
three gallants there forced her>

and, dreading afterwards the pu-
nifhment of their crime, cut her
body to pieces, and threw it into

the Rhone. For fome days the
unhappy parents fought their

daughter in vain ; but the river

having thrown up feveral parts of
the mangled carcafe, it was then

concluded fhe was murthered. In-

forma'ion having been taken, it

was found fhe had been at the pro-

curers s ; whereupon the latter was
taken up and interrogated, when
file confefied her crime and her ac-

complices.

The Princefs Poniatowfki, ,

fifter to the king of Poland, 3 ° tfti

and the prince de Ligne, who ac-

companied her, vifited Oxford, and
expreftei great fatisfa&ion.

Letters from Jamaica inform,
that the Spanifh government have
actually expended three millions

of doll irs in augmenting the forti-

fications at the Havannahj whi* .

were extended in - land fewal
miles.

Letters from Baftia fay, that on
the 8th inft. three Spaniih xebecks
and fourteen tranfports, having on
board 970 expulfed Jefuits, goc
under fail, and that orders wcr.;

fent to the other tranfports lying

in the gulph of St. Fiorenzo to

proceed to Calvi, Algaiola, and
Ajaccio, and to land the Jefuits at

thofe places ; the whole number
of whom, arrived in Corfica, is

2,300 : and that orders were fenc,

at th- fame time, to the command-
ing officers of the Fiench troops

[ffj in
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?n thofe places, that, as Toon as the

Jefuits were landed, they fhould

embark with the troops on board

the tranfports that carried the Je-

fuits, and proceed to France.

They write from Bois le Due,
that the advices received of the da-

mages done by the late dreadful

florin, of the 2oth, which fell upon
the town, and its environs, are moil

deplorable. Nineteen villages have

fufFered ,by the hail, which has da-

maged the houfes, and broke the

windows to pieces. They count at

Rofmalen no lefs than 509 oak trees

torn by the roots by the impetuo-

fity of the wind ; and between 70
and 80 houfes and barns carried

away or partly deftroyed, as alfo

the reformed and catholic churches.

Letters from the lordfhip of Empel
and Meerwyk bring advice, that

the Proteftant church and fchool

there are ftripped of their roofs,

and the Roman Catholic churches

and eighteen houfes converted into

heaps of ruins ; that the village of

Hartwick had undergone the fame
fate, and that all the damages put

together amounted to an immenfe
fum.

They write from Mobille, in

Weft Florida, that MefTrs. Fergu-
fon and Atkins, two Indian trad-

ers, had lately returned from a
town eleven hundred miles up the

great river Miffiffippi, where they

had each married the daughters of
an Indian Chief, and thereby eita-

blilhed a mart of trade for bea-
vers, fur, deer - fkins, &c from
whence great advantages were ex-
pected.

Ey a private letter received by
the Speaker Indiaman, from Bom-
bay, we learn, that the Arabs on
the fea - coalf. up the gulph have
lately cut off one of our country

veflels, captain's "name Brewer J

and that they are fitting out, ac

Bombay, two of the company's
frigates and the Salamander bomb,
to go in queft of the robbers.

The fame advices add, that they

are getting ready troops there to

go out upon an expedition to

Mocha.
They write from Malta, that

the captain of a fhip lately arrived

there has informed them, that a

fmall Corfican armed veffel, hav-

ing perceived, not far from that

city, that a Turkifh galley, re-

turning from the coaft of Africa

with a confiderable quantity of

treafure for the Grand Seignior,

was in chace of her, and that fhe

could not avoid falling into the

hands of the infidels, the crew im-

mediately refolved rather to perifa

than be reduced to fiavery ; and,

animated with an heroic courage,

they boarded the galley, and made
great flaughter there, till at length,

being almoft overcome by fuperior

force, they were fuccoured by a

Maltefe galley, under the command
of the chevalier RofTelmini of Pifa,

who immediately with his crew

leaped on board the Turkilh gal-

ley, and completed the victory

which the Corficans had begun. '

It is added, that the latter had for

their {hare of the booty feveral can-

non, fire-arms, and ammunition,

together with 16,000 crowns in

ready money.
A few days fince died at Ware in

Hertfordihire, faid to be upwards

of 105 years of age, a poor man,
without any known furname, but

muft be well remembered about

London, which he ufed to tra-

verfe, with a remarkable long

beard, felling matches and, bal-

lads, and playing fome tricks of

dexterity



CHRONICLE. ["J
Qextenty or fleight of hand, and king of Pruffia, the States General,

ufed in his patrol commonly to be and to the prin.e and princefs, who
faying, Poor Joe, all alone, by which

term he was well known, lie is

reported not to have lain upon a

bed for more than fifty years pall,

notwithstanding which he died worth

Upwards of 3 000 1. uhich he has

by will left for the benefit of wi-

dows and orphan children, under

the direction of certain perfons

named in his will for that purpofe.

This remarkable old fellow had
atted the part of a fpy in the rebel

army in Scotland, in the year 1745,
where he fold gingerbread, whifkcy,

&c. and was well known to many
of our military people.

John Ubers, Printer, at Amfter-

dam, aged io6,years.

Mr. Gerard Lamb, at Madras,
aged 103 years.

Mrs. Waters, on Saffron-Hill,

aged 102 years.

A woman near Cockermouth,
aged 102 years.

4th.

ift.

AUGUST.
A dividend warrant, dated

in 1698, for 700 1. being a

year's intereft on io,oool. bank
ftock, was prefented at the bank
For payment ; but, being of fo early

a date, the books were to be exa-

mined before the claim could be

confirmed.

The count de Malzahan, envoy
extraordinary from the king of is done to

are to be efpoufed.

At Salifbury affizes a very

interelling caufe was tried,

in which two cheefe-fi&ors were
plai idlfs, againit the hundred of
Chippenham, for a load of cheefej

value 6©1. which was forcibly

taken away upon the king's high-

way, by a company of rioters*

After a long triah the jury found

for the plaintiffs.

James iJrownrigg, a painter in

Flower-de-Luce court, was com*/
mitted to Wood-ftreet compter for

cruel ufagc to two girl* his ap-

prentices. His wife, who made
her efcape, is laid to be the chief

inlirument ; but he, it feems, was
acceffary. The barbarity of tiiis

man and his wife to thefe poor or-

phans is fhocking to human na-

ture.

About three in the morning,
the inhabitants of Leeds in York-
fhire were greasy alarmed with a
fudden and uncommon fwell in the

river, which role upwards of two
yards perpendicular height in the

fpace of an hour, by which feveral

fields of hay were fwept away.
Much more damage was done by
the fudden riling of the river

Wharf, which was higher than

has been knevn for near 20 years

pall. At Beamlley r.vo houfes,

and Lindley and Dob-pa; k bridges

were carried away. Great damage
all the corn-lands ad-

Prufiia, and Count de Welderen,
from the States General, having
notified to his majeity the ap-
proaching marriage of the prince

Stadtholder with the princefs,

niece to the king of Praffia, his

majefty fent compliments of con-
gratulation on this alliance to the

joining to that river; and great

numbers of oxen, hories, and
Iheep, along its banks, were car-

ried down by the current. Ac
Morton-banks many farmer; are

almoft totally ruined. At Wood-
fome, a mill, and part of a houfe4

and near forty cottages, were de-

[H] 2 ftroyed,
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ftroyed, and fevcral other houfes

are much damaged. The river Nidd
overflowed its banks, and has

done an incredible deal of mif-

chief— It is remarkable, that on

the fame day, but at a different

hour, the river Slitterick, which
runs through Havick in Scotland,

rofe to an uncommon height,

without any extraordinary rain

falling that day, or for fome days

before ; and the river Teviot was

then fordable. It began to rife

about four o'clock in the after-

noon, and continued increafing till

after fix, when the water was 22

feet higher than ufual. The con-

fternation of the town's people is

fcarce to be conceived ; for the

water rufhed into the ftreets with

inexpreffible violence, threatening

univerfal defolation. Fifteen dwel-

ling-houfes, with the corn-mill at

the end of the town, were pre-

fently fwept away, and the very

rock, on which they were founded,

wafhed fo clean, that not a bit of

rubbifh, or veftige of a building,

is left. As no human affiftance

could avail, the minifter of the

place called the inhabitants to

church, to fupplicate Heaven to

avert the judgment that feemed to

threaten them. At the height of
the flood, a fervant maid, belong-

ing to a merchant of the town, re-

collected that her mafter had in

the houfe (which was then fur-

rounded with water) about 300 1.

in gold. Her mafter being from
home, fhe acquainted the neigh-

bours, and begged their affiftance

to recover it, but none of them
would venture ; upon which the

girl herfelf boldly waded into the

houfe, and got hold of the bag,

with the money ; but, in coming
cut, fhe was carried down by

the ltream. Providence, however*,

interpofed for her fafety. She was
caft afhore on a green a little be-

low the town, juft alive, and the

money gralped in both her hands

fo faft, that with fome difficulty it

was removed. A little above the

town, three houfes were quite co-

vered with water, except the chim-

ney-tops; they were in an eddy,

which faved them. The river Rule

likewife rofe to an uncommon
height.

The report was made to his ma-
jefty of the three malefaftors under

fentence of death in Newgate

;

when they were all refpited.

Saturday lait, about five hun»

dred fhear-men, from the clothing

towns of Somerfetfhire and Wilt-

fliire, aflembled together upon

Corfley-heath, and went in a body
to Homifham, near Warminfter,

Wilts, and pulled down and de-

stroyed a new gig mill, juft erect-

ed for dreffing broad - cloath, be-

longing to Mr. Everet of that

place ; whereby one man and a

boy could do as much work in two
hours, as thirty men could do in a

day.

On Saturday a journeyman ftone*

cutter at Knightfbridge, went to a
public - houfe in that place, and

fent for a girl he had for fome time

kept company with, and, under

pretence of treating her with fix-

pennyworth of rum and water, he

infufed into the fame a quantity

of arfenick ; the confequence of

which was, that fhe died yefterday

in great agonies. The man has

abfeonded.

We hear from Kilcorney, in the

county of Clare, that on Sun-

day laft a man of that village,

touched by jealoufy, afTaulted his

wife, and with a pair of tongs beat

her
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life was defpaired of. The wretch

then feeing his wife thus weltering

in blood, and, in his thoughts, palt

all hopes of recovery, as if feized

with madnefs, threw off his cloaths,

and ran naked to a ftone wall, a-

gainit which he repeatedly fhruck

his hijad with fo much violence as

to fraclure his fkull, whereof we
hear he died lafl Tuefday.

The deputy-overfeer, or gover-

nor of a country parifh workhoufe,

was carried before the right hon.

the lord -mayor, charged with the

following offence, viz. That he had

artfully inveigled a girl, about

eighteen years of age, from the

parifh workhoufe to London, where

he had endeavoured to fell her to

fome office - keepers, in order to

fend her abroad. The office-keeper

finding the girl had a particular in-

firmity upon her, he refufed to take

her. The overfeer upon this en-

deavoured to drop the poor girl in

Cornhill ; but a gentleman, hap-

pening to overhear what was faid,

fecured Mr. overfeer and the girl,

and carried them before his lord-

fhip. The charge appearing pretty

plain, the overfeer was committed
to the Compter, and the girl was
taken care of until the parifh of-

ficers could be informed of the

above inhuman particulars. A poor

boy, covered with vermin, alfo ap-

peared agair.fl Mr. overfeer, to fhew
his lordfhip what great care was
taken of the parifh poor in the laid

workhoufe.

i The coroner's jury finifh-

ed their enquiry, at the

Red Cow, in Smithfield, on the

body of Mary Clifford, late ap-
prentice to James Brownrigg,
painter, in Fetter-lane ; when it

appeared by the evidence of the

[lI7

furviving apprentice, that, about

a year and a half ago, the deceas-

ed was put apprentice, and was
upon trial about a month, during

which fhe eat ar.d drank as the fa-

mily did ; that Toon after, her mif-

trefs, Elizabeth Brownrigg, began
to beat and ill-treat the deceafed,

fometimes with a walking-cane, at

other times with a horfe-whip, or

a poftilion's whip, ftripping her
quite naked, tying her hands acrofs

with a cord, fometimes fixed to a
water-pipe, and fometimes, to a
flaple in a beam in the kitchen

under ground, ftriking her over all

parts of her body and head, under

pretence that fhe had not worked
hard enough; that particularly on
the 31ft of July lafl, her millrefs

obliged the deceafed to ftrip herfelf

naked, and then tied her up to the

ftaple in the beam, and beat her

with a whalebone riding whip on
feveral parts of her body, and with

the butt end, divers times about

the head, the blood guihing from
her head and other parts of her

body ; that fhe repeated fuch ill—

ufage that day five feveral times

afterwards ; anu the deceafed con-
tinued bleeding -from her head and
moulders, from that time till the

4th inftant, when fhe was convey-

ed to the workhoufe, no dreflings

having been applied to her wounds.
A late journeyman of Brownrigg'3
depofed, that his mailer once whip-
ped one of the girls, he could not

tell when ; when the whip being

broken, he mended it again. The
wife of a tradefman in Flower-de-

Luce Court depofed, that fhe had
often heard lamen cable cries and
groans iffuing from the lower part

of Browr.rigg's houfe; whereupon,

on Monday the third inftant, fhe de-

fired her journeyman to look down
[H] 3 Brownrigg's
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Brownrigg's fey -light (part of

wl'icli happened that day to be

taken cIT. to Ice if he could dtf-

cover from whence t;.ofe groans

arofe; when, feeing fomethin- lie

on the ground, he threw down a

little piece of the wall ; and the

deceafed lifted up her head, made
a fort of noile in her throat, but

feemed unable to fpeak. On this

difcovery, information was given

to the parifh officer, on whofe

coming to the houfe, and defirir.^

to fee the girl, Brownrigg faid

that (he was at Stanftead in Hert-

fordfhire, and had been there a

fortnight ; but being confronted by

the man who had ieen her lying

under the Iky - light, and threat-

erred by the officers, he at length

produced the unhappy creature in

a mod (hocking condition, and
fpeechlefs. The furgeons gave it

as their opinion, that the wounds
" fhe had received had occafioned her

death. Tne jury brought in their

verdiil, charging Elizabeth and

James Brownrigg, as both guilty

of wilful murder; the latter for

having aided and abetted the cruel-

ties of his wife. The youngeft

fon, who was confined in the Poul-

try Compter, was ordered to fye

discharged, no accufation having

been laid againft him at the above
inquelt.

At Mantes, on the river Seine,

in France, a moft dreadful itorm of

thunder, hail, ar.d rain, laid thirty

pari dies under water, carried away
many houfes, deftroyed the produce
of the earth to a great extents

and did irreparable damage to

many farmers in that neighbour-

hood.

. ue Scwcrby was burnt at

Yorkf, for poifoning her hufband.

She declared jufl before fhe was

brought out of the cell, that a man
gave her fome nux vomica, in or.der

to poifon her hufband, which (he

burnt

;

e iiis own wife

fome of the p >iion, who ditd foorx

after; tha% fome days after, he

brought her fome irfenic, and af-

filed her in mixing it with curds,

which (lie gave her hufbai.d for

breakfalt, who died a few hours

after eating them.

The duke of York was moft

magnificently entertained at C;j n-

tilly, by the king an,: queen of

Frai.ce, to which entertainme it the

prince of Conde, by the king's

order, invited 'more than 3C0 of

the principal nobiiuy of that king-

dom.
The fociety of arts in the Strand

came to a rtfolutior. to give 100 1.

to Mr. Philips, for the difcovery of
his manner of dying red and yellow

leather.

The inhabitants of the town of
Sherborne in Dorfetlhire came to

a refolution to profecute, to the

utmoil rigour, of the » law, every

flxanger prefuming to come into

that town to be inoculated. Quere,

By ivbat lanu ?

Early iias morning a gang ,,

of villains, to the number
of twelve, or more, attacked two
men in coming over Tower -hill,

who crying out vehemently, feveral

watchmen came to their afliHance,

one of whom the villains cut in a

moit (hocking manner ; his cheek,

in particular, was cut from the

mouth to the ear, and his fkull on
the. forehead laid bare for fix or

feven inches. Two of the rcgues,

however, were fecured, and the

wounded man carried to the hof-.

pital.

Elizabeth Brownrigg, who, with

John Brownrigg her fon, had fled

1 from
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from jultice, being charged on the

coroner's inqueft wirh the wilful

murder of Mary Clifford, her ap-

prentice, was taken at a chandler's

fhop at Wandfworth, and brought

to the Poultry-compter. In order

to fccrete themfelves they paffed for

man and wife, lay together in the

fame bed, and kept themfelves very

retired. The matter of the (hop,

however, reading the advertife-

ment defcribing their perfons, and

offering a reward for apprehending

them, thought he could perceive

fome fimilitude between the per-

fons defcribed and his lodgers;

ar.d, without taking any notice of

his intensions, fet out for London,
and acquainted Mr. Oweni church-

wit den of St. Dunitan's, with his

fulpicions, who, with two con-

ftables, immediately fet out for

.ii worth, where they found

the mother in bed, and the fon

ng about the room. They
ucr j fo difguifed that the confla-

bles, who were well acquainted with

them before, could hardly know
them. Upon entering the prifon

the mother fell into fits, which
have occalionally attacked her ever

iince.

A tradefrmn's fon, in St. Mar-
tin's, palling through Duke's-
court, with a bank-note in his

hand, began to play carelefsly with

two goats belonging to the Mews,
when one of them nibbled the

bank-note out of the lad's hand, and
fwallowed it.

At tne annual meeting of the

clergy, and fons of the clergy, at

Briitol, the collection, at church
and at dinner, amounted to 201 1.

38. 9 d.

a John Brownrigg, eldeft

fon of Brownrigg the pain-

ter, was examined before the lord-

mayor, relative to the murder of
Mary Clifford; when the furviving

apprentice depofed, that about fix

-months ago the faid John beat the

deceafed with the buckle end of a
thick leather belt, till the blood
ran from her head, neck, and fhoul-

ders (feveral wounds fhe had be-
fore received being but juft fkinned

over) becaufe fhe did not turn up
a bedltead, though (as appeared to

the deponent) fhe had not firength

to do it; and that about three

months ago the faid John came in-

to the cellar, j j it after his mother
had been horfewhipping the de-

ceafed, who was then naked, when
the former told him, that though
fhe had beaten the girl feverely,

yet fhe could not make her do any
thing, and bid him whip her

;

whereupon he gave the deceafed

about twenty cuts with the lafh of
the whip; after which the mother
and fon went away, leaving the

poor creature naked. The witnefs

having added, that the fon had not,

to her knowledge, beat the deceaf-

ed after the lait mentioned time,

and it being the opinion of the fur-

geons that the wourds, which occa-

fioned her death, were thofe which
fhe received on the 31ft ult. and
the whippings given by the fon

being before that time, he was not »

judged accefTary to the murder;
but was remanded to the Compter,
till it could be known whether the

parifh-officers h^d any other charge

againft him, It appeared in the

courfe of this examination, that

Elizabeth Brownrig? began to beat

the deceafed at about one month
after her being bound apprentice,

and" from that time the wounds of

the unhappy girl were never fuf-

[H] 4 ' fered
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fered to bt il thoroughly, but con-

ftantly kept open by repeated fcve-

rities.

Some regulations have lately

been made for the more amicably

carrying on the trade with the In-
'

dian tribes, in the fouthern diflritt

of America, by which all white

people are forbid, on yery fevere

penalties, from hunting deer, or

bears, in any of the woods or hunt-

ing-grounds of the Indians, ar 1

arc prohibited from trading with

them clandeftinely, or fupplying

them with more than a certain

quantity of fpirituous liquors at a

time; which, it is believed, will

prevent much bloodlhed.

Two Englilh fchooners, laden

with beef, pork, flour, cured fifth,

and live flock, from the continent,

have been feized by order of the

governor of Martinico; although

the poor inhabitants are in the

greateft diftrefs for want of provi-

sions.

At Philadelphia, Stephen Porter

was apprehended and committed
to gaol fpr the murder of captain

Weflcoat, of Briftol- Porter had
been guilty of fome offence on
ihip board, for which the captain

beat him. Porter, in revenge, on
the night following, with three

others of the crew,- fplit the cap-

tain's ,fkull with an axe, as he lay

afleep, and afterwards difpatched

the mate.

At the affizes at Croydon, John
JJaptifi Malony was tried for un-
lawfully cxerciflng the function of

a popilh prieft, and adminiflering

the facrament of the Lord's flipper

to divers perfons, after the manner
of the church of Rome, when he
was found guilty,- and received fen-

fence of perpetual imprifonment.

Twenty live bullocks and cows,

the property of Mr. John Haw-
thorne, of Drogrn'da in Ireland,

were mafiacred by the mob, on pre-

tence of their being deiigned for

\ation in England.

The following particulars are

given by a gentleman, who is now
at Erfurt in Germany. In the

chuich of the Peterfburg Benedic-

tines her^, is fhewn the torr.b of

Louis, Count Gleichen, of the

illuftrious houfe of Scharzbourg,

which hath given an Emptror to

Germany. The count was made
prifoner in an engagement againft

the Saracens, and fuffcrcd a long

and fevere captivity. As he was
at work one day in the gardens of
the Sultan, he was accofted and
afked fome queftions by his mif-

ter's daughter, who was walking

there. The agreeable perlon of
the Count, and his addrefs in

working, fo greatly plcafed the

princefs, that fhe promifed to fet

him free, and to go off with him,

provided he would marry her. • I

have a wife and children,' anfwered

he

—

< That fignifies nothing,' fays

fhe, ' the cuflom of my country

allows a man to have feveral wives.'

The count was not obftinate, he

acquiefced to this reafon, and gave

her his promife. The princefs

made ufe of fuch fpeed and addrefs

to relieve him from his captivity,

that they were foon ready to em-
bark on board a lhip. They ar-

rived faffly at Venice. The count

there found one of his domeftics,

who had been travelling about to

gain intelligence of him, and was
informed by this fervant, that his

wife and children were well. He
haftened immediately to Rome, and
after having ingenuoufly related

what had happened, he obtained of

the pope a iblemn permiiBon to

keep
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keep both his wives. This hap-

pened in the year 1240, and in the

pontificate of Gregory IX. If the

holy father fhewed himfelf indul-

gent, the count's wife was not

lcfs complaifant; for fhe greatly

careiTed the Siracenlady, who had

been the caufe of her recovering

her dear hulhand, and conceived

for her rival a particular tendernefs.

The Saracen princefs made a fuit-

able return to all her civilities

;

and being herfelf fterile, fhe ten-

derly loved the great number of

children w;.i:h the countefs bore.

At Gieichen is ltill {hewn the bed

whereon the count and his two

wives lav. Af:<:r their death they,

were all three buried in the fame

tomb, as appears by the following

epitaph.

' Here lie the bodies of two rival

wives, who with unparalleled affec-

tion loved each other as filters,

and me extremely. The one fled

from Mahomet to follow her huf-

band; the other was willing to

embrace the fpoufe fhe had recover-

ed. United by the ties of matri-

monial love, we had when living

but one nuptial bed, and in our

death only one marble covers us.'

, John Brownrigg was a-

* * gain carried before the lord

mayor, charged with a mifdemea-

nor*in beating the furviving girl,

apprentice to his father; wnen it

appeared, on the oath of the girl,

that he had whipped her naked
three fucceflive days with a hOrfe-

whip, twice by order of his mo-
ther, and the third time of his own
accord ; becaufe fhe had eaten two
or three chefnuts which lay in her

way, and afterwards he drove her

up flairs naked and bleeding, to

fhew his mother what he had done.

He was re- committed to the Foul-

try Compter; upon hearing of

which his mother again fell into

fits (having been free from them
two days before) and continue*

ill.

SUMMER ASSIZES.

At Abingdon affizes, two bro-

thers were capitally convicted for

a robbery.

At Appleby affizes, none were

capitally convicted.

At Bedford affizes, two were

capitally convicted, one of whom
was reprieved.

At Bodmin afiizes, fix were ca-

pitally convicted, of whom four

were reprieved.

At Buckingham afiizes, none

were capitally convicted,

At Bury afiizes, none were capi-

tally convicted.

At Cambridge affizes, none were
capitally convicted.

At Carlille affizes, one was ca-

pitally convicted.

At Carmarthen affizes, three

were capitally convicted.

At Chelmsford affizes, five were

capitally convicted, two of whom
were reprieved.

At Croyion affizes, fix were ca-

pitally convicted, of whom four

were reprieved.

At D<;rby affizes, two were ca-

pitally convicted, but were re-

prieved.

At Dorchefter affizes, one wa»
capitally convicted.

At Durham affizes, none were
capitally convicted.

At Exeter affizes, two were ca-

pitally convicted.

At Gloucefter affizes, three were
capitally convicted, of whom one

was reprieved.

At
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At Hereford aflizes, three were

capitally committed.

At the aflizes at Lancafter, one

was capitally convicled.

At Maidlione aflizes, feven were

capitally convicted, four of whom
were reprieved.

At Newcaitle aflizes, two were

capitally convicted.

At Northampton aflizes, one

was capitally convicted, but re-

prieved.
' At Northumberland aflizes, two

Were capitally convicted, but re-

prieved.

At Norwich aflizes, five were

capitally convicted ; four of the

rioters, who had been reipiied du-

ring pleafure, were ordered to be

tranfported for life.

At Nottingham aflizes, five were

capitally convicted, four of whom
were reprieved.

At Salifbury aflizes, four were

capitally convicted, three of whom
were reprieved.

At Shrewfbury aflizes, one was
capitally convicted, but reprieved.

At Stafford aflizes, one was ca-

pitally convicted, but reprieved.

At Wells aflizes, two were capi-

tally convicted, but reprieved.

At Wir.chefter aflizes, two were
capitally convicted.

At Warwick affzes, one was ca-

pitally convicted, but reprieved.

At Worceltrr affizes, one was
capitally convidted, but reprieved.

At York aflizes, Ann Sowerby,
for poifoning her huf&and, was ca-

pitahy convicted, and afterwards

burnt; five more were capitally

convicted, three of whom are re-

prieved.

We have an account of the fol-

lowing Outrages and villainies from
Charles-Town. Different gangs
c: robbers and horie Healers have

lately infefled the forks of Salucfy

and Savannah rivers, and com-
mitted m my robberies and cru-

elties, among which, being ques-

tioned by Captain Bafard, who
demanded their pafs on pafiing

. they prefented a

plflol, telling him there it was, and

(hot him in the brealt, robbed him
or every thing valuable, and then

went to the houfe of one Wilfon,

burnt him with red hot irons to

difcover his money, and there rob-

bed him of all he had. Prom De-
nis Hayes, they took to the amount
of 3000I. brutally and lultfully

ufed his wife and daughter, ftrip-

ped them, and left them naked.

They rebbed Charles Kitchen on
Bread River, beat out one of his

wire's eyes, and burnt the poor

man mo ft cruelly. On the fame
river, they fo inhumanly beat and

burnt Gabriel Brown, that his life

is defpaired of; and on Lynchc's

Creek. Road, they met Mr. Davis,

whom they tied, and tortured with

red hot irons, and becaufe he had

no money, they fet fire to Ins houfe,

and htt tl e unhappy man to be-

hold Lis ali in flames. Thefe mif«

creants are now become fuch a ter->

ror to the back-fetders, that they

are preparing to quit their habita-

tions, and feek fettlefnents where

their lives and properties may be

more lecure.

John Gocdere and James
Butcher were executed at 28th,

Chelmsford for horfe-fleal

ing. The nexc day a reprieve came
down for Goodere ; on which a re-

port was fpread to thedifadvantage

of the principal officers concerned);

but the fact was, that an applica-

tion having been made in favour

of Charles Harrington, condemned
for burglary at the fume aflizes,

the
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the fecretary, by his majefty's or-

der, fent a reference of the cafe

to the judge who tried him, and

at the fame time fent a refpite, to

prevent accidents from any delay

in receiving the judge's report. No
application, however, nad been

made for Gooicre; but the judge

in reporting on the cafe of Har-

rington was alio prompted by his

humanity to mention that of
Goi.Jeie, u'hofe crime appeared to

his Jcrdihip lefs flagrant than that

of Har/ingten; he therefore re-

commende\] ;

t to his maj :'y, in

cafe hc\ li. raid thin : re
j

r to

fhew his ro} li cl
• lei cy to II r-

ringtoii, to • xten ' ch< fj me m
to Goodcr:. fhi

judge vva? noi ec^ved at rhe fe-

cretary's i,rh:' till Friday, the vefy
day on which Goodere unfortu-

nately fuffered.

A cornet ^as obferved at Liver-

pool in the fouth-eaft quarter of

the Hemifphere, abi. ut 53 degrees

above (he horizon. Its tail de-

fcrib.d an angle of 30 degrees,

and its direction Wi 3 towards the

Pleiades. •

A filver ftatue of the goddefs

Cybele, weighing 36 poonds, of
excellent workmanlhip, was lately

taker, out of the Tyber, three miles

below Rome.
The ifland of Cephalonia, a

Grecian ifland, was almofi over-

turned by an earthquake, many of
the inhabitants were fvallowed
up, and thofe who remained a-

live are'reduced to the utmoil dif-

trefs.

The cardinals Albani and Or-
fini, minifters plenipotentiaries, the

one from Vienna, the other from
Naples, notified to the pope the
approaching marriage of the arch-

8

duchefs Jofcpha with the king of the

Two Sicilies.

The emperor defigns to ac-

company his lifter as far as Rome;
and it is believed the grand duke
of Tufcany will be of the party.

They have declared, in the rnoft

txprefs terms, that they will be
incognito, and receive no vifits

or ceremonies of any fort. The
pope, however, will order all

iucii diversions and entertainments

to bj given that Rome can - afford,

A girandi la will be one; and they

fav, likewife, an illumination of St.

Peter's.

The French troops in Corfica

delivered up the fortreffes of Cal-
vi and Ajaccio to the Genoefe,

and embarked on board fome Spa-
nifh tranfports for France. The
troubles in Corfica, it is computed,
have a'ready ccft the Genoefe
nine millions fterling; and they
are now lefs likely to fubdue that

brave people than they were at the

beginning of the war with them,
Faoii, their chief, is making great

preparations for war. He has al-

ready obtained poffeilion of Algag-
Iiolo, and is actually befieging;

the two fortreffes which the French,

have evacuated.

They write from Charles-Town,
South- Carolina, that his majefty's

fhip Cygnet, Philip Durell, efq;

commander, having touched at

the Havannah in her way from
Penfacola, was fired at by the

Spaniards from the Moro caftle,

and a 24 pounder beat through
her larboard fide. Captain Du-
rell complaining of the infult, wast

anfwered, that the king's orders,

were to let no Englilh fhip into*

the port. The Adventure frigate^

a few days after, being fent with,

difpatchc*
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difpatchea from captain Parry to

the Spanifh governor, met with

the like treatment.

And they alio write from the

fame place, that on the 24th of

July arrived there from Great-

Britain and the Weft-Indies, laft in

24 days from Penfacola, his ma-
jelly's packet the Hillfborough, com-
manded by Capt. Leffie Grove.

From the length of the voyage,

the captain being in want of re-

frefhments and other necciTaries,

went to the Havannah for a fup-

ply ; but, on attempting to go into

the harbour, after applying to the

governor, had two (hot fired at

him, which were certainly defign-

ed to fink him, and, had he not

put immediately about, a number
of cannon,, ready charged and
pointed, would have fent his ma-
jefty's fhip to the bottom. The
Spaniards faid no fhip or velTel

with Britifh colours mould enter

that harbour. This is the third

infult the Britifh flag has received

at the fame place within a few
weeks.

Lifbon, Aug. 18. Mr. Lyt-
telton, who is to rcfide here in

quality of minifter from his Bri-

tannic majefty, arrived the day
before yefterday, on board an

Knglilh frigate. He was intro-

duced laft night to Count d'Oey-
ras, and is forthwith to have an

audience of the king ar.d royal

family.

Six veffels are arrived in the Ta-

fus, very richly laden ; four from
ernambuco, and two from the

bay of All Saints.

Madrid, Aug. 25. The court

has received advice, that the Ea-
gle frigate, which failed from Li-

B>a the i8ih of March laft, ar-

rived at Cadiz the 13th inff. with

a cargo of 1,679,627 hard pieces

in gold and filver, 5,723 chefts of
cocoa, 886 quintals of copper, 187
of tin,befides other articles.

They write from Paris, that on
laft Sunday the Dauphin entered

into the 54th year of his age, and
was declared to be out of his mi-
nority, but has fince been indif-

pofed with a cold and a fever.

They write from Bourdeaux,
that the duke of York, who ar-

rived there on the 17th, had fup-

ped with Marfhal Richelieu, and
dined with the intendant of the

province, and that on the 20th his

royal highnefs fet out for Langue-
doc and Provence.

The Abbe Rochon, who failed

from the road of Breft on the 7th
of April, on board the Union,
commanded by count de Breugh-
on, who went to Morocco, is re-

turned from his voyage, having
made his intended obfervations.

He has viewed feveral eclipfes of
Jupiter's Satellites with an inftru-

ment of his own invention, which
obviates a difficulty with whicia

thefe obfervations have been hi-

therto attended. The difficulty

ccnfifted in keeping the flar in

view during the agitation of the

fhip, by a telefcope magnifying not

lefs than fixty' times ; but with the

Abbe's inftrument, whatever be
the motion of the fhip, the ftar

can never be loft above four (c-

conds of time. It has been ap-

proved by a committee of the aca-

demy of fciences, to whom a me-
moir has been fent for examination,

containing an account of the ob-

fervations made with it.

They write from Que- .,

bee, that father Rabo, a
2

learned
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teamed Jefuit, had juft returned

from a fecond expedition to Lake
Superior, in which he traced the

courfe of a great river fome hun-

dred leagues well and by north,

which there was great reafon to

conjc&ure penetrated into the fouth

feas,

They write from Naples, that

on the 23d of July, letters were

received from Catanzanor, the ca-

pital of the Higher Calabria, which

bring advice, that in the night be-

tween the 14th and 15 th infh fe-

veral violent mocks of the earth

were felt there, and that the pro-

vince had fuftained considerable

damage. The town of Cozcuza

fuffered much; and Luzzi, St-

Agatha, and other villages, were

entirely demolilhed. About forty

people were killed, and a great

number wounded. The fiiocks

continued till the iSth, and were

felt in a direction from weft to eaft,

from the gulph of Squiliace to Gai-

lipoli.

• They write from Lifbon, that

on the 24th of this month arrived

in the Tagus, oppofite to that city,

a lhalop, with an exprefs on board,

difpatched by the governor of^Sen-

negal, with orders to repair to

London as foon as poffible, to in-

form the government that a mor-

tality rages with fuch violence a-

mong.the troops, that out of 300
men, of which they were compo-
fed, fcarce 90 are remaining ; and
moreover, that there is a great

fcarcity of provifions.

In another letter from Lifbon is

the following obfervation, ' We
think it no fmall aggravation here,

that the petty ftate of Algiers can,

at any time, terrify the haughty
Portuguese into tha payment of

enormous fums, merely to purchafe

a temporary tnuce ; while Great
Britain, their friend and ally, ha»

not been able to procure even com-
mon juilice to her trading fubje&s

in this kingdom, by a four years

negociation.'

By a letter from New Provi-

dence, there is advice that an
Englilh Hoop, belonging to Rhode
ifland, had been taken by a Spa-
nifh guarda cofta in the Weft In-

dies, and carried into Mufketo har-

bour, in the ifland of Porto Rico,

where the veffel and cargo were

confifcated, and the crew thrown
into prifon, on pretence of illicit

trade.

Died, Edward Norris of Virgi-

nia, aged 103 years. He was 70
years pilot within the Capes.

Mr. Benjamin Perryn, in Oxford
road, aged 103 years.

Mrs. Darby, at Great Harlock,

aged 105 years.

SEPTEMBER.

As the duke of Grafton and -,

Mr. fecretary Conway' were

returning from Cambden-place in

Kent, a man of 70, much intox-

icated with liquor, rolled againft

the wheel of their curricle, which

threw him down and very much
hurt his leg. His Grace ordered

all poffible care to be immediately

taken of the man; and when he

arrived in town lent Mr. Adair,

Mr. Hawkins, and Mr. Gataker
to his afliftance; but the wound
foon turned to a mortification, and

the man is fir.ee dead.

John Fifher, efq; was by in-

queft chofen mayor of Yarmouth.
The
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The inqueft, confining of 12 men,
were ihut up in the (juildhall three

days and three rights before they

agreed upon their choice.

There was a violent ftorm of
hail and rain, accompanied witjh

the loudtft thunder, and moil
dreadful flatties of lightning, at

Genoa, ever known in the memory
of man : Seven perfons were kil-

led, and much damage dene to

the churches and houfes. The
foiemaft and tepmaft of a Spanilh

frigate were fo much fhivered, that

both muft be changed, and one
man was kill d, and two others

mucn hurt by the lightning.

A very remarkable caufe was
tried at Briftol affizes, before Sir

Jofeph Yates.—It was as follows :

Mr. Bryant, of Magotsfield, fer.t

his fervant with two mares to fell

at St. James's fair, 1766, where
one 1 nomas Jackfon met him, and
agreed to give him 23 guineas for

them. Some difficulty arifing how
to procure the money, a perlon of
the fame gang came in at the in-

ftant, and bought a gelding (which
Jackfon had at the door) at the

fame price he was to give for the

tnares. The gelding was to be
fent to the Bell-Inn in St. Thoj-
mas's-ftreet, to one Crook, who
was to pay for him ; but Jackfon
being lame, prevailed on Mr.
Bryant's man to take him, whilft

he prepared a dinner. He accord-
ingly went, but finding no fuch
perlon? there, returned, and found
that Jnckfon had gone oft' with the

mares, and countermanded the

dinner. Jackfon was with much
difficulty discovered, and this trial

brought on for the recovery of
the price of the mares. Great
villainy appearing throughout the

whole tranfaclion, the mares werft

judged to be ftolen, and Jackfon
was immediately fent to prifon*

and Mr. Bryant and his mart

bound to profecute him at our next

gaol delivery.

The London Gazette of
this evening contains two 5th,

orders of his majeily in

council, dated the 28th ult. by
the firit of which the free impor-
tation into this kingdom of cats or

oatmeal, rye or rye-meal, wheat or

wheat flour, barley or barley-meal,

peas, bean.s> tares, callivancies*

malt, bread, bifcuit, and ftarch,

from any part of Europe is permit-

ed from the expiration of the time
before limited, viz. the 10th in-

ftant until 20 days after the com.
mencement of the next feffions of
parliament. By the fecond, the

prohibition of the exportation of
any fort of corn, grain, meal, malt»

flour, bread, bifcuit, or ftarch, is

further extended from the faid 10th

inftant, until 20 days after the

commencement of the nextfeffion of
parliament.

The following accident happen^
ed at the Whalebone, two miles

from Romford: Bullock, e(q$

of Stratford, and Daniel Le Gals,

efq; a Genoefe merchant, return-

ing from Rumford (where they

had been taking the diverfion of

fhooting) having their guns load-

ed in the chaife with them, by
fome means one of the pieces went

oft', and killed Mr. Le Gafs on
the fpot.

Between feven and eight o'clock

in the evening, foon after high

water, the water in the Liffy, near

Dublin, fuddenly funk about two
feet, and in a moment after role

upwards of four feet, and im-

mediate!/
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igedtately fell to its proper level

;

on this occafion feveral veftels re-

ceived confiderable damage, by

being drove from their moorings,

&c. It is apprehended from this

extraordinary phaer.omenon, that

an earthquake has happened fome-

where, as an event of the fame

kind was felt at Corke at the time

of the great earthquake at Lif-

bon."
# Much about the fame hour, it

being low tide at Oftend, and the

fliips aground, in lefs than three

minutes the flood returned with

fuch violence that it fet all the

fhips afloat, and forced feveral

from their anchors ; and, what

was very extraordinary, the mud
from the bottom rofe to the fur-

face, in a manner which is feldom

feen in the moil tempeftuous wea-

ther, though at that time the air

was ferene, and the wind mode-
rate. This tide continued turbu-

lent about a quarter of an hour,

and in fixteen minutes after it eb-

bed five feet.

A model of the famous bell,

vulgarly called Great Tom of

Lin;oln, is now actually made in

order to be hung up in an antique

building, the north eaft corner of

the caftle hill in that city, for

the gratification of curious Gran-

gers ; and ue cuftom of fctting

open the doors of the cathedral

on all public occasions, will for

the future be entirely difconti-

nued.

At the triennial meeting of the

three choirs of Woicefter, the col-

lection amounted to 192].

Gen. Monkton's regiment of
foot, (the 17th) arrived at Salif-

buiy, having landed a few days

before from New York. It con lift-

ed of 10 men and 17 officers only,

the general having permitted all

who chofe it to enlift into other re-

giments. The reft chufing to ftay

in America enlifted.

A ftone in the church- yard of

St. Paul, Covent-garden, to the

memory of James Worfdale, maf-
ter-painter to the board of ord-

nance, has this infeription upon it,

written by himfelf.

Eager to get, but not to keep tha

pelf,

A friend to all mankind—except
himfelf.

This morning a dreadful

fire broke out at a flocking- 9th.

trimmer's in Tower-royal,

oppolite St. Antholin's church,

Badge row, which entirely con-
fumed the fame ; the flames were (o

rapid, that the mafter of the houfe

and hio wife were obliged to leap

out of a two pair of flairs window
into the ftreet, when the latter, be-

big with child, was killed on
fpot, and the hulband broke
thigh, two of his ribs, and

the

his

was otherwiie fo much bruifed

that he was carried to the hofpital

without hopes of recovery: an in-

fant of two years eld was faved

by being caught in a blanket,

and the man and maid e;

ever the tops of the houfes. By
the activity of the firemen and en-

gines, the flames were prev

from fpreading, and thus probably

preferved the whole neighbour-

hood.

An uncommon phaenom^non wis
observed on the water of Iila, near

Cowper - Angus- preceded by a
thick dark fmoke, which
dilpelicd, and difcovered a large

luminous
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luminous body, like a houfe on

fire, but prefently after took a form

fomething pyramidal, and rolled

forwards with impetuoiity till it

came to the water of Erick ; up

which river it took its direction

with great rapidky, and difap-

peared a little above Blairgowrie.

Tne effefls were as extraordinary

as the appearance. In its paffage,

it carrie. I a large cart many yards

over a field o 1

grafs; a man riding

along the high road v. as carried

from his horfe, and fo llunned

with the fall as to remain fenfe-

lefs a confiderable time. It de-

flroyed one half of a houfe, and

left the other behind, undermined

and deflroyed an arch of the new
bridge building at Blairgowrie,

immediately after which it difap-

peared. As few appearances of

this kind ever were attended with

like confequences, various conjec-

tures have been formed concerning

it.

The noted Mr Edward
Higgins took his trial at

Carmarthen aflizes, and was found

guilty, and the next morning con-

demned. Upon being afked by

the judge, What he had to fay why
fentence of death fhould not be

palled upon him ? He anfwered,

That he thought he had not a fair

trial. But it Teemed to be the opi-

nion of all who heard it, that he

was convicled on the cleareft evi-

dence. The trunk broke open at

lady Maud's, on infpection, was

found to have a fmall part of the

key left in the lock, and the other

part of the key was found on Hig-

gins when he was taken. This

was the moft material circumftance

a gain ft him, though feveral others

itrongly confirmed his being guilty

nth.

of the burglary. It is faid thai?

as foon as the jury brought in

their verdift, guilt), he burft into

tears.

At the anniverfary meeting of

the fons of the clergy, held at

Newcaftle, the collection amount-

ed to 315 1. is. Qd. which wa3

distributed to one clergyman inca-

pacitated, 20 clergymen's widows,

14 clergymen's fons, and 41 cler-

gymen's daughters, according to

their feveral neceffitous circum-

ftances.

The Portuguefe have offered

600,000 crowns by way of ran-

fom for their flaves in Morocco,-

and 15,000 crowns a year to pur-

chafe peace, and as an acknow-
ledgment fo long as it fhall laft ;

and nearly the fame offer is made
to the Dey of Algiers. The Ve-
netians, en the contrary, gave or-

ders to their admiral Emo, that

in cafe the Dey fhould not com-
ply with his demands of peace,

he mould declare war, keep cruiz-

ing with the eight (hips under his

command in thofe feas of Barbary,

and fink and burn all Algerine

veffels that he fhould meet with.

The following warlike experi-

ments are faid to have been late-

ly made at Woolwich by Mr.
Crofs, and were found to anfwer,

but are not adopted, for particular

reafons. ill. To fix gunpowder

under the earth, and when trod

upon to be blown up. 2. To fix

gunpowder under a gate, and

when opened will be blown up.*

3. To fix gunpowder under the
7

earth, and by lifting up any thing

that he may lay thereon, will be

blown up. 4* To fix gunpowder

under the greatell building on

London fide of the Thames, Mr.
Crofs
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Crofs will fond the oppofite fide

and blow it up, without ufing match

or train. He has brought to per-

fection alio a moving battery, which

is to be drawn by hories, and is to

be made ufe of in time of battle,

when fifty men can withfland one

thoufand, firing cannon, fmall arms,

hand grenades, &c.

, An inquifition was taken
1+ h

' on the body of Mr. Daniel

AgafTe, of Broad-ftrect Buildings,

when it appeared, that the de-

ceafed being in a one-horfe chaife,

in which alfo was Wm. Bullock,

Efq; of Stratford, each having a
double-barrelled gun (landing by
them, with which they had been
mooting, on a fudden jolt of the

chaife, one of the guns went off,

and (hot Mr. AgafTe dead.

Elizabeth Brownrigg was car-

ried in a cart from Newgate, at-

tended by two clergymen, amidfr.

a numerous crowd of fpectator?,

and executed at Tyburn, for the

murder of Mary Clifford. Her
bodv was afterwards carried to

Surgeons-hall for diflection. Be-
fore ihe left Newgate that morn-
ing, her hufband and (on took
leave of her in the cell. She ap-
peared very penitent in the way
to and at the place of execution,

where the crowd was fo great,

that feveral perfons were much
hurt.

They write from Mofcow, that
on the 10th of Augull, moil of the
deputies, charged to form the new
code of laws, being arrived in this

City from all the provinces of the
empire, the commiffion was open-
ed with much folemnity, by order
of the emprefs. The deputies
aiTembled, at feven in the mcrn-
ing, in the convent of Tfchu-
dow. At ten her majelly, wearing

the imperial robe, and a coronet

on her head, proceeded to church
in a coach, which was followed,

by twenty other coaches 2nd fix.

As foon as the emprefs arrived at

th-3 church, the deputies walked
thither two by 'vo> conduded by
the attorney

»
general, holding the

marfhal's ftaff in his hand. They
were preceded by the fuperior de-
partments of the empire, the col-

leges, and chanceries, which were
followed by the twenty govern-
ments and particular diilricts.

.,After (inging Te Deum, the arch-

bifhop of Twer made a pious ex-

hortation, and all the deputies

took the oath, and afterwards

figned it wich their own hands.

Jn the mean time her majefty with-

drew to the audience chamber,
where the attorney - general con-
dueled the deputies to the foot of
the throne, in the fame order aft

before.

The feffions ended at the , , .

Old Bailey. At this feffions
lbtn"

1 18 -prifoners were tried, fix of
whom were capitally convidled

;

two to be tranfported for 14 years,

55 for feven years, four branded*

and four whipped. James Brown-
rigg, and John his fon, were in-

dicted for aflaulting Mary Mitchell,

their furviving apprentice, in (lrip-»

ping and whipping her. They are

to be tried next (effions at Guild-
hall.

Thomas Bowers and Kaac Hills,

the porters concerned together in

carrying off 2,000 1. from Me(T.

Paynes, bankers in Lombard-flreet,

which they were intruded to carry

to the Nottingham waggon, were
tried at this affizc, and ienteHceJ to

be tranfported.

William Gueft, lately belonging

to the bank, was convicted of

[/] high*
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nigh-treafon, in filing and diminifti

ing his majefty's coin. This un-

fortunate gentleman's counfel mov-

ed, in arreft of judgment, but their

plea was over-ruled.

A (hoemaker's lad, having found

a bafket in the flreets with fome-

thing packed up in it, carried it

home to his mailer* who, on open-

ing it, being enraged to find in it a

new-born child, threw it out of a

two- pair-of- flairs window, by which

it was killed.

At Worcefter fair old hops fold

from 5I. 10s. to 7 1. 10 s. There

were only eleven pockets of new

hops, the quality of which was very

bad, the price 7I. to 9I. Lad year's

fair near 3,000 pockets were fold,

and the duty amounted to upwards

of 2 1,000 1. but this 'year it will

Hot be 300 1. The failure of the

fruit is as great as that of the hops.

Cheefe fold from 24 s. to 27 s. the

long hundred.

Was held a court at

*7th' Chrifl's hoipital, when the

prelident declared 'that a benefac-

tion of 20c 1. had been received

from Sir James Cockburn, Bart,

upon which the thanks of the court

and a ftafF was voted to that gen-

tleman. Dr. Pitcairne received his

charge as a governor, as did John
Small, Efq; who gave 100 1. The
report from the committee of al-

moners was alfo read, in relation

to the refidue of the eftate of Mr.
John Butteris, late of Hertford,

amounting to 5 46 1. which he be-

queathed to the hofpital, on con-

dition, that the corporation might

have always one child there ; and it

was unanimously agreed to accept

the fame.

The foundation - (tone of a new

fclfcnnary at Salisbury, was laid

amidft a numerous concourfe of

people. On this occafion the prin-

cipal nobility and perfons of dif-

tin&ion (fubfcribers to the infirm-

ary) dined together, and all ex-

prefled the utmoft zeal to fupport

a charity that has for its object, the

relief of the unfortunate poor, of

whatever county they be.

A great mortality prevails in the

Britifh fettlements on the African

coaft; and a number of troops are

preparing to embark, to fupply the

place of thofe that have been car-

ried off.

An oak tree was lately felled

near Ludlow in Shropfhire, the pro-

duce of which were 37 tons of tim-

ber, 43 cords of wood, 200 park-

pales, and five cords of bracket?*

A bough broke off before the tree

was cut down, which weighed feverl

tons and an half, and three men
were employed a month in (locking

it. The whole tree was valued at

140I.

Sarah Langford was tried at the

feflions of the peace held at liriilol,

for imprifoning Jane Bryant in a

box, and reducing her to a moll

deplorable condition. She was found

guilty, and fentenced to fuffer twelve

months imprifonment, and to pay a

fine of 13 s. 4d.

The Prince of Oranre »

took leave of the States-

General on Friday laft. Ho left

the Hague early on Saturday with,

a numerous retinue, and arrived

at Loo the fame day, where he
continued Sunday and yefterday

;

and this morning fet out. for Brunf-

wick, where he will flay two or thro*

days, and then proceed to Potfdam
by way of Magdebourgh ; and ic i*

faid, the marriage will be celebrated

at Berlin* on the 4th of O&ojber.

Th«
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, The fellows, &c. of the
a 5 l

* college of phyficians, had

a meeting and a dinner at their

college in Warwick-lane ; arid in

the afternoon a great number of

gentlemen, licentiates cf the col-

lege (between whom and the fel-

lows there has been a ftrong dif-

piut) went to the college, and not

being admitted, forced the gates,

and then with the afliftance of a

fmith forced the door of the col-

lege, a';d rulhed in upon the fel-

lows ; fome of the gentlemen broke

feveral >T the windows to pieces

with their canes, which cauied great

confufion ; but after fome time,

they broke up without further vio-

lence.

The palm - tree, known by the

name of the Palma Japonica,

which flowered and produced fruit

in the garden of the Schombrunn,
at Vienna, in 1 765, and which is

now 113 years old, has again

bloflbmed this year, as has like-

wife another of the fame fpecies,

56 years old. The foreign and
rare plant, called the Arbor Dra-
conis Clufii, has likewife bloflbmed ;

and the fruit, about the bignefs of
a cherry, and of an orange yellow

colour, (hews fair to ripen, which
it is fuppofed is the firft time they

have arrived at fuch perfection in

Europe.

They write from Lifbon, that

on Sunday laft an Auro de Fe was

celebrated there, in which eleven

men and three women received fen-

tence. IS'ot one was condemned
to die; and moft of them were
convi£t<d of offences, for which
much heavier puniflimenrs would
hue been indicted on them, had
they been proceeded againft in the

kiig's temporal courts. Since his

melt faithful majeity's acceflion,

the burning of heretics has been
difufed.

A detachment of the Elector of
Bavaria's troops dcflroyed a mill

which flood on the fide of the Da-
nube, belonging to the biihup of
Ratifbon, which, it is thought, will

caufe much bioodfhed.

From the London Gazette.
Whitehall, Sept. 29.

On Sunday lafl, captain Wrot-
tefly arrived here from Monaco*
with the melancholy account,

That his royal highnefs Edw; rd
Auguftus, duke of York and Al-
bany, died at that place on the

17th in ftant, about eleven o'clock

in the morning, of a malignajit.

fever, after a fevere illnels of
fourteen days, to the great grief

of their majefties and all the royal

family. The body was opened
and embalmed; and was ordered

by commodore Spry to be put on,

board his majefty's ftiip Montreal,
captain Cofby, to be brought to
England.

The following are fome of the
particulars that are related, and faid

to be authentic, of the ficknefs and
death of his royal highnefs the duke
of York.

His royal highnefs had danced
rather too much at the chateau of
a perfon of fafhion ; and this had
not only fatigued him, but occafion-

ed a very flrong perfpiration. A*
foon as the ball was finilhed, the

prince gave orders for his carriages

to be got ready immediately, to

fet off for Toulon, from whence
he was diftant feme three or four

leagues. The gentlemen of the

train, colonels Morrifon and St.

John, and captain Wrettefiy, ear-

nestly reprefented to his royal high-

nefs the neceflity of his remain-

ing where he was, if not to go to

[/] * .
bed,
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bed, yet till he was cool and had

flatted bimfelf. The prince de-

clared there was no actual occa-

:..r fuch caution; that he

would wrap himfelf up in his

cloak, and that would be fufri-

cient ; he did To, and (lepped in-

to his carriage.— - -This was on

the 29th of Auguft. The next day

his royal highr.efs complained of

a flight chillnefs and fliivering :

the indifpoiition, however, ap-

peared ' fo very trifling, that he

went at night to the comedy ; but

b:-fcre it was over, his royal

highnefs found himfelf infinitely

tvorfe, and was obliged to with-

draw. He was feverifh, thirfty,

tr.d complained of an immode-

rate heat all over his body. By
proper care, and drinking plenti-

fully* the duke was greatly bet-

ter in the mornings and therefore

let forward for Monaco, the prince

of which (who was perfonally ac-

quainted with his royal highnefs

in his former tour to Italy) was

waiting there in expectation of to go to Leicefter-houfe, and then

the honour of a vifit from him; to Gloucester - houfe, and, having

a recovery, and unwilling to un-

necefTanly alarm the king, his

royal parent, and relations, the

duke enjoined his attendants on
no account to write concerning

his iiloefs to England. All pofli-

ble advice and afliltance was given,

but to no purpofc ; the fever was
unconquerable. His royal high-

nefs now law the danger of his

fituationj and he faw it with a
fortitude and refignation rarely to

be met with, where bloom of
youth and dignity of ftation arc

united ! Convinced that, without

ibme unexpected turn in his dif-

temper, he muft die, his royal

highnefs, with the utmoit calm-

r.efs and compofure of mind, ad-

jufled every fiep confequent of the

fatal event himfelf. His royal

highnefs ordered that Capt. Wrot-
tefly ihould bring the news to

England, and in what method it

ftionld be difclofed. The captain

was firft to wait on Mr. Le Grand,
of Spring-gardens, and with him

and the duke was th£ rather in-

clined to accelerate his journey thi-

ther, as in that prince's palace he

might naturally look for an afiift-

ance and accommodation fupe-

rior to what he could reafonably

hope to meet with in common
places.

The weather happened to be

uncommonly hot, which not a lit-

tle inrommoded his royal high-

nefs : he nevertheiefs arrived at

Monaco in good fpirits, but yet

r.id with an head - ach ;

the 1 tcr f which he imputed

communicated the event to the

dukes his brothers, to proceed to

their majeities, fubmitting it to

the king and queen in what man-
ner and by whom it fhoujd be im-

parted to his royal parent. After

his royal highnefs had fettled this

arrangement, he feemed remark-

ably eafy. He declared himfelf

perfectly refigned to the divine

will ; and he fpoke of his diiToluti-

on with all the piety and resolution

of a chriftian and a man ; acting up
to thofe exalted characters .to hi»

lateft breath. His royal highnefs,

v to the intenfe heat of through the mercy of the great
1"

e • eon Creator, was Cenfible to his lafr.

. and took moment; * very morning
-:' his death ...ted a letter to

their
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their majefties, his illuftrious parent,

and the royal family ; defiring the

writer to expedite it, as he had but

a few minutes to fpare, and thofe to

employ in ltill more momentous
concern-.

Before his Royal Highnefs died,

we are tclJ, that he ordered all

the gentlemen of his retinue to

his bed- fide, where he took a very

affectionate leave of them ; and
defired that, as he could net p- f-

fibly live many hours longer, his

bliiiers might.be taken off to give

him a little eafe in his lalt mo-
ments; which, it is faid, was done
accordingly.

The following paragraph is faid

to be extracted from a letter writ-

ten by col. St. John (dated at Mo-
naco, the 17th ult.) to his Royal
Highnefs the duke of Gicuceiter.—

' The inclofed letter is of your
royal brother's inditing: and which
he affedipgly defired me to go on
with as fait as ever I was able, left

his fenfes fhould fail him before I

got to the end.'

Among many other particulars

related upon this melancnoly oc-

cafion, the following feem a!fo to

be authenticated. ' Kis Royal
Highnefs had not taken to his

bed above two or three days be-

fore col. Mcrrifon alfo found him-
felf exceeding ill. The Duke in-

fried on the colonel's declining,

his attendance on him, and that

he fhould keep his own chamber.
The colonel humbly begged per-

miflion to continue in the per-

formance of his duty. His Royal
Highnefs, nevertheless, was itill

very preffing ; moil amiably and
benevolently urging, « Morrifon,
thy life is of much confequence,
the prefervation of -it is of more
importance than mine; you have

a family (the colonel _is married
and has fix children) be careful of
your health for their fakes.' How-
ever, col. Morrifon importuned to

ftrongly, that the Duke, at lergth.

acquiefced. His Royal Highnefs
had a very high op : nion of Jam s's

fever - povdr, and lamented the

omitting having fome alorg with
him. In this dil-mm* femebody
recollected that captain Schm?, an
Englifh gentleman who had been
fome time in Italy for the recoverv

of his hea'th, had mentioned the

having fome with. him. An ex-

prefs was immediately difpatched

to the captain, which returned in

a day or two with a pacquet of it.

The firft -'ofe had a very good ef-

fect, caufing a molt plentiful per-

fpiration ; the fecord dofe was
given, but no good confequence

enfued ; the diforder increafed.

After a proper interval, his Royal
H'ghnefs defired to have a third,

declaring he fhould cherifh no
ther expectations of life, if that

fhould likewife fail. The third dofe

was unhappily (for' what medicine

is infallible!) as unfuccefsful as

the preceding one, tho fever having
gained too great an afcendencv.

His Royal H'ghnefs was dtfirous

of being attended by a proteiiant

clergyman, and expreffes were lent

to feveral fea-po-;s, diftant as well

as neighbouring, in hopes of meet-
ing with fome fhips of commo-
dore Spry's fquadron, on beard
of which might be a chaplain

;

but the fearch uas fruitlefs. Se-
veral portions of Scripture, par-
ticularly from the Pialms, and
many of them of the Duke's own
pointing out, were however read,

at various times, to his K.oyal High-
nefs.

The morning his Royal High*

V] 3 nt -8
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tiefs died, he called Mr. Mur-
ray, his firit page, to his bediide ;

he afked him fome queltions, gave

him forr.e particular directions and

advice, and took a moving leave

of him ; even in dy;ng, his Royal

Highnefs (hewed the moft zealous

affection lor him : 'Ah, Murray !

(faid he) thou wilt lofe thy maf-

tcr!'

An order was fent to the mana-
gers of both theatres, to fufpend

acting on account of the death of

the duke of York.
His majefty's fhip Montreal, fet

fail from Villa Franca, for England,

with the remains of his R. K. the

duke of York.

The order for the mourning is

the fame as it was for the late duke

of Cumberland.
, At the anniverfary meeting

3° " of tiie college of phyfi

£ir William Browne refigned the

chair, and proposed Dr. Thomas
Lav, rence to be president lor the

year enfuing, who was accordingly

elc&ed ; as were alio Dr. Afkew,

Dr. Munckley, Dr. Thomas, and

J)r. Brooke, centers: Dr. Hinck-

ley, treafurer ; and Dr. Afkew, re-

gilter. Un this cccafion the licen-

tiates demanded admittance, which

was not complied with. A fmith

Was offered ten guineas, and an in-

demnification of 3
r ol. to force the

gates ; which he refuied.

Several inn-keepers have, during

the courfe of this month, been in-

formed againft for net having the

word Wine put over their doors,

according to act of parliament. The
penalty is 30 s.

The following is faid to be the

caufe of the late diiputes in War-
wick-lane.

The colleges of phyficians in

London, Dublin, and Edinburgh,

are by charter invefted with at

power of calling before t'acm all

phyficians, not educated at the re-

fpective universities, who practife

phyfic within their precinits ; to

examine, and, if found duly qua-

lified, to hcenfe them. It was al-

ways, until of late, underftood,

that fuch licentiates had no right

to demand ad million to fellowihi,r•

;

and that, whenever this was doi.j,

it was not granted in compliance

with a claim, but conferred fpe-

ciali gratia. Upon thofe occafions,

the college of London mad'-- ufe

of the expedient of procuring, for

fuch iiceniiate, a mandamus de-

gree from Oxford or Cambridge,

which infilled him to a feat as fel-

low.

Though fuch favours were be-

llowed but fparingly, the licen-

feemed to acquiefce under

regulations which were fuppoled

to be warranted by charter: but

the fellows having lately enacted

a bye-law, excluding from all pro-

of being fellows, fuch'of the

licentiates as had at any time

praclifed furgery : (though it ap-

pears from former lilts of the Lon-
don fellows, that this was not al-

ways cor.fi dered as a fufficient ob-

jection) the licentiates were alarm-

ed and offended at the ftigma

fixed on a number of their mem-
bers, many of whom bear a very

diftinguilhed rank in medical re-

putation and practice ; and being

affured by their council, learned

in the law, that their previous ad-

miffion as licentiates gave them a

claim to fellowihips, they have

taken the extraordinary method,

taken notice of in the public pa-

pers, of vindicating and afierting

this their fuppofed claim. How
fax this -claim is founded in juftice,

or
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«r whether it can be fupported by
law, the event alone mult deter-

mine.

On the 8th of this month, in the

evening, the duke de St. Elizabeth,

the Neapolitan ambaflador extra-

ordinary, went in ftate to the caltle

of Sconbrun. He was firfl admit-

ted to an audience of the emperor,

and then to that of the emprefs-

queen, of whom he made a folemn

demand of the archduchsfs Maria-

Jofepha in marriage for the king

fiis mafter. After this, her royal

highnefs was introduced into the

audience chamber, on which fhe

made a deep curtfey to her auguft

mother, who informed her (he had
given her confent to the demand
that had been made. Then thef

archduchefs received from the am-
baflador a letter from his Sicilian

in j ifly, and a picture of that mo-
narch, which was immediately
fattened to her royal highnefs's

breall by the miftrefs of her houfe-

hold, the countefs of Lerchenfeld.

There was a ball at night, opened
by the emperor and the future

queen, and afterwards a fupper of
feveral tables.

They write from Florence, that

the great duke and duchefs have
now fixed their refidence for the

winter in the palace in town, where
all the difpofitions have been made
for the reception of the emperor
and queen of Naples, whofe fuite is

fo great, that apartments in four

large convents, as well as many
others in private houfes, have been
appropriated for them.

Mount Vefuvius has been much
agitated of late, continually throw-
ing up great quantities of inflamed
matter with explofions ; and though
it has been rather more quiet for

thefe two days paft, it is thought

the firfr. rains will increafe the fer-

mentation, and that it will difcharge

itfelf in a lava. The afhes and
flones, which it has thrown up, have
added at leart fixty feet to the height

of the mountain, iince the end of
June laft.

On the 28th inftant, the queen of
Denmark was formally declared to

be with child ; and orders were
given accordingly for public pray-

ers to be offered up to heaven for

her happy delivery.

The court of Spain has been,

greatly alarmed by a misfortune

which happened on the 7th inftant

to the prince of Aflurias, who fell

with his horfe, and diflocated his

fhoulder ; but it was foon after fet,

and his Royal Highnefs blooded

;

fo that no bad confequence is ap->

prehended.

Died, in Maryland, Francis

Ange, aged 134 years. He was
born at Stratford upon Avon, re-

membered the death ofK. Charles I.

and lefc England foon after. Ac
the age of 130, he was in perfect

health; his wife, aged So, had a
fon by him not then 27 years old ;

and, at the time of his death, his

faculties were perfect, and his me-
mory ftrong.

At Sunbury, Mrs. Fulcher, aged
100 years.

At Abinghall in Gloucefterfhire,

John James, aged 101 years.

At Wooton Baffst, John Haynes,
aged 105 years.

At Greenwich, Downes Twy-
ford, Efq; aged 100 years.

At Cobham, in Surry, Robert
Forreft, aged 100 years.

Robert Partin, aged 93 years,

one of the oldeft pilots in Eng-
land.

Elizabeth Parker, near Moor-,

fields, aged 103. When young,
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ihe was Helen from her parents, her

eyes put out, and carried about by

two beggars to move charity.

OCTOBER.
» The parliament which flood

' prorogued to the 7th ir.

tvas farther prorogued to Tuefday

the 24th of November, then to fit

for the difpatch of bufinefs.

A fteward belonging to M. Buf-

f r

, of France, has difappeared,

r robbing him of 5 cr 6oo,cco

livres.

At Retford fair, in Northamp-
topfhir?, the prices of new hops

Were from 9 1. to ioi. 17 s. 6d.

Agnes Doughal was fou d gail-

ty, at the feffions of juuiciary for

Gtaigow, of cutting her child's

throat ; but fome difpute ariiing

between the fheriff of the coumy
and the magistrates of the city,

concerning the right of attending

her execution, the fame has been

ftifpended.

We have the following extra-

ordinary account from Winburne,

in Dorfetfhire. A few days ago

died here Roger Gill, fhoemaker,

and one of our ringing-men, aged

about 67, remarkable for chewing

his meat or cud twice over, as an

ox, fheep, or cow, &c. As it is

very fingular, his cafe will be

fomewhat amuiing to the reader.

He feldom made any breakfaft in

his latter days ; he generally dined

about twelve or one o'clock, eat

pretty heartily and quickly, with-

out much chewing or maftication.

Ke never drank with his dinner,

but afterwards about a pint of fuch

malt liquors as he could get ; but

»9 fort of fpiriruous liquor in any

fhape, except a little punch, but
never cared for that. He ufually

began his fecond chewing about

a quarter or half an hour, fome-

times later, after dinner ; when
every m oriel crime up fucceifively,

fweeter and fweeter to the talle.

Sometimes a model would prove

offenfive and crude, in which cafe

he fpit it out. The chewing con-

tinued ufually about an hour or

more, and fometimes would leave

him a little while, in which cafe

he would be fick at ilomach, trou-

bled with the heart - burn, foul

breath, &c. fmoaking tobacco would

fometimes flop his chewing, but

was never attended with any ill

confequence. But on the 10th of

June lall, this faculty entirely left

him, and the poor man remained in

great tortures till the time of his

death.

The managers of the thea- •

tres received an order for open- 3

ing them again on Monday.
Kis Pruffian majell feat ,

the order of the black eagle ^

of Pruffia, with a fin,- diamond
liar (valued at 40,000 h) to his

Serene Highnefs the Prince of O-
range ; and in the evening the

marriage of her royal highnefs the

Princefs Frederica- Sophia- Wilhel-

mina of Pruffia, with that Prince,

was folemnized in the palace ac

Berlin, when the nuptial bene-

diction was given by the Rev.

Mr. Sack, firlt chaplain to the King
of Pruffia. The entertainments,

that fucceeded, were fplendid, gay,

and magnificent.

The extraordinary dyet of Po-
land was opened with the ufual

folemnity. The king made a~

pathetic fpeech, exhorting them
to concord. They fat till four in

the afternoon -

f met again the next

day i
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day ; but as the affair of the Diffi-

dents came upon the carpet, they

ned.

A great fnow fell in the Peake

in Derbyshire, which lay 13 inches

deep upon the ground.

, , At a court of aldermen, a
' recrefentation from Sir The-

odore janffen, city chamberlain,

praying leave to appoint a deputy

for a few weeks, his phyficians

having advifed him co go to Bath,

for the recovery of his health,

was taken into confideration ; when
it was determined that the court

coul.1 not empower any fubftitute

to exercife the magilterial part of

that office.

The fir!l ftone of the intended

bridge over the river Tyne, at

Hexham, was laid by Sir Walter

Blackett, who walked at the head

of the proceffion of the principal

gentlemen, freeholders, and free-

mafons of that town and neigh-

bourhood, from the market-place

to Tyne-Green, with colours fly-

ing, drums beating, &c. and the

bells kept ringing. After the ce-

remony of fixing the ftone, the gen-

tlemen returned in the like order,

and were generouily invited to an

elegant entertainment at the Ab-
bey, provided by Sir Walter.

This day the Jewifh feaft of ta-

bernacles commenced.
« . They have had the" greateft

flood at Manchefter ever

known. The rivers Merfey and
lrwell overflowed feveral fields on
each fide their banks j large quan-
tities of hay and corn were borne
away, and the damage fuftained

at Salford-Quay, in fugars, fpiri-

tuous liquors, dye-ftuff, &c. da-
maged and deilroyed, is fuppofed

to amount to feveral hundred
pound?. His grace the duke of

Bridgevvacer's canal received no
damage. Ac Stratrord, the bridge

belonging to the cailbon, was forced

from its foundation, and the rub-

biih going along with the water,

was left upon the adjacent fields,

and quite altered their appearance.

At Bollen,the bridge which carried

the canal over that river, had one
third part carried away, but no o-

ther material damage enfued ; the

works at this place are reckoned as

grand as thofe at VVorlley, and the

damage done at the two places is

computed at about 2000I.

A letter is juft published at Paris,

from Don Emanuel d'Amas, vice-

roy of Peru, to the king of Spain,
bearing date the 6th of September,

17^6, by which he informs his

Catholic Majefty, * that the jefuit

priefts have a warehoufe in the city

of Lima, where molt of the agents

of South America refide, and whi-

ther all forts of merchandize arc

fent for fale in that country ; and
that they have like warehouses in

the other cities, in order to car-

ry on an univerfal, and, ^indeed,

an exclufive commerce ; for paying

no contribution, and being at very

little expence, they find a quick

fale for their goods, and take ready

money ; leaving only for the lay

merchants the debts and failures of
thofe who purchafe on credit.' la
(hort, the griefs contained in the

viceroy's letter, joined to the dif-

ficulties the king of Portugal met
with when he attempted to reform

the jefuits, might have been alone

fufficient to oblige his Catholic

Majefty to get rid of fo irreligious

and prejudicial a body.

The juiticiary rotation for ,

Southvvark was opened at the
°

Town-hall on St. Margaret's-hill,

by which regulation one Juftice

will.
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will he in attendance from ten in

the morning to one in the after-

noon, every day in the week, San-

days excepted.

The new hofpital near Pancras

was opened for the reception of

patients to be inoculated for the

fmall-pox.

The high frofty winds, and great

fall of rain, have retarded the har-

veft fo much in the north, that great

quantities of oats, peafe, and
beans, were this day in the neigh-

bourhood cf Newcaftle, uncut.

Cbeviot-hilis, and the high lands

to the weft end of that town, were
(wo day! before covered with fnow,

and an exec (live rain en the 9th

railed the Tyne many feet.

They write from Birmingham
that there fell 10 great a quantity

of fnow on the hills in Derby ihire

*md ChelhLe, that on its melting

it caufed great floods in thofe parts,

particularly laft Thurfday at North-

wich the waters were fo high, that

the inhabitants went about the

ftreets in boats.

, The court of France went
1 1 tn. - „. , r

into mourning 1 1 days for

the duke of York.— Gaz.
This morning about two o'clock

a fire broke out at Mr. Pitt's, a

grocer, in High Holborn, which
in a ihort time entirely confum-

ed the fame, with all the ftock in

trade, and the adjoining houfe,

and greatly damaged five others.

The flames were fo rapid, that

the inhabitants had but juft time

to efcape with their lives ; a
maid fervant and a boy belong-

ing to the grocer being miffing, it

is feared they perifhed in the

flames.

They write from Leeds, that laft

Thurfday morning they had the

largeit flood that has been known jn

that neighbourhood for many years,

occafioncd by an exceffive fall of
rain weftward of them the preced-
ing day and night, by which a deal
of damage was done to the lands

adjoining to the river.—But the da-
mage was much more considerable

upon the river Calcier, where the

rife was fo great and fudden, that

fever.d periods were obliged to

climb into trees to fave themi'elves

from being carried away by the

torrent; the new navigation from
Wakefield to Halifax has fufkred
much; and the crops of feveral

whole fields of oats and beans in that

neighbourhood are entirely fwept
away.—One pcrfon at Penifton has

loft near 20I. worth of oats; and
the accounts received of the da-

mage done in feveral other parts of
the country, by this inundation, are

almoft incredible.

Letters alfo from Denbig
in North -Wales, Shefhe"

port, Stratford, and W.
mention incredible damage to have
been fultained in thofe parts from
very great and extraordinary

floods.

The prince Stadtholder ,

having notified in form the * *

completion of his marriage with
the princefs Wiihelmina of Pruffia,

to the different colleges of the go-
vernment rending here, that agree-

able event was yefterday mads
known at the Hague by the firing

of cannon, difplaying of flags, and
by other demonstrations of joy ;

and prince Lewis of Brunfwick
gave an entertainment upon the

occafion to a great number of th«

principal perfons of the country,

Their lcrene and royal highnefles

the prince and princefs of Orange
were to leave Berlin yefterday ; and
as they will rell at Potadam, Brunf-

wick,
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wick, Loo. and Soefdyck, in their

way home, they are not expected

at the houfe in ihe wood before

the 3d of November, when the re-

crs here will begin again.

The Rates of Friefland have fet

the example to the other provinces,

by voting an annuity to the prin-

cefs of Orange ; and it is probable

that other prefents will be made
by other provinces, to fhew their

fatisfaclion upon this occafion.

Four human fkeletons were dug

up in a gravel-pit in Larnfby-fieid,

near Pocklington, in York (hire ;

three were without coffins, the

fourth was inclofed in a coffin,

with an urn at the head, after the

manner of the ancient Romans, on

the outfide of which were engraved

feveral ancient characters ; the cof-

fin mouldered into dull as foon as ex-

poffd to the air.

His excellency lord vifcount

To.nmend, lord-lieutenant of Ire-

Jand, arrived at Dublin, and was
received by the lord-mayor, alder-

men, fherifts, and commons, in

their formalities.

, William Gueft, for filing
* " guineas; John Spires and

William Bryan, for the highway

;

and Thomas
' N

-vis, for burglary,

were executed at Tyburn. Mr.
Gueft was drawn in a fledge to the

gallows, and after the three others

were tied up, he got into the cart

;

he wa< not tied up immediately,

but was indulged to pray on his

knees, attended by the ordinary,

and another clergyman of the

church of England : he joined in

prayers with the clergyman with
the greateft devotion, and his whole
deportment was fo pious, grave,
manly, and folemn, as to draw
'tears from the greateft part of the
numerous fpe&atorsj

The archduchefs Maria ,

Jcfepha, the intended queen 5 •

of Naples, died of the fmall-pox
at the caftle of Schonbrun near
Vienna. She was taken ill the 4th
inftant, and there were the greateft

hopes of her recovery a few dayt
ago; but laft night the diftemper
took a fudden and fatal turn. The
pock, which had never filled as it

fhould do, funk and ftruck in, and
there foon appeared manifeft indi-

cations of an inward mortification.

This day, about feven o'clock in

the evening, Ihe expired, after a
long and painful agony. She had
frequent lucid intervals, knew the

danger, and met her fate with the

calmeit fortitude, feeming to feel

nothing fo much as the affliction

fhe caufed, which (he endeavoured
to alleviate, by repeatedly begging
the emperor and empref, (who con-
tinued with her till the laft mo-
ment) to remember, that at any
rate fhe was foon to bave been fe-

parated from them for ever.

At Way hill fair, which , ,

ended this day, hops fold

from 81. to 12I. and fome as high
as 14I. Many, however, remained
unfold.

The lord- mayor, fheriffs, and
commons of Dublin, came to the

following refolution : That the ob-
taining a law for limiting the du-
ration of parliament, under pro-
per qualifications, would be of the
higheft advantage to that kingdom
in general, and to the city of Dub-
lin in particular; and that it will

be advifeable for that city to take
all conftitutional meafures for the

procuring fuch a law.

The journeymen weavers irv

Spital-fields have aflembled in a
riotous manner, cut the work out

pf feveral looms, and done other

cUmagf
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damage on account of the prices of
their work being reduced. The
guards were called in to quell the

rioters, but the damage they had
done is faid to exceed ioool.

There died lately, at his houfe

in Wapping, aged 84 years, the

noted Mr. Daniel Day ; equally

temarkable as an humorilt, and for

his great fkill in mechanics. He
w?t the firfl promoter and founder

of Fair Lop fair in Hannault-foreft,

in the county of Efl'ex, which was

held the firft Friday in July, every

year; where he has for forty years

cat beans and bacon, under a cer-

tain tree, he conltantly walked to

and from, while his flrength would

admit; his drefs was a blue fsrge

waiftcoat and breeches embroider-

ed with needle-work : the !ait eight

years, as he grew feeble, he went

in a coach attended by a fidler,

He endeavoured to make the fair

Itatute, but could not fucceed, or

would have been buried under the

tree, and ordered a monument to

his memory; but to fhow his great

regard for the tree, and its fitua-

tion, he procured a limb, of which

has been made a coffin, which he

has had by him many years, in

which he often ufed to lie down,

to fee if it fitted him. He has or-

dered his body to be laid in Bark-

ing church-yard, (the parifh in

which the tree is in) to be carried

by water attended by his men,
with white gloves and aprons, each

man to have 2 s. and 6d. and a full

pot. His fortune, which was ea-

fy, he kept in the bank, as he al-

way» declared againft intereft for

money, and ufed to quote a pafiage

out of the Pfalms, .'* he that put-

ttth not out his money to ufury,

not taketh reward againft the in-

18th.

nocent, he that doth thefe things

fh:i!l never be moved.'

Ham mills, near New-
bery, Berks, were burnt to

the water's edge, fuppofed to he

malicioufly fet on fire. The da-
mage \b eltimated at 2000I.

A dreadful fire broke out about

midnight on the 36th of Septem-
ber at Contfantinople, at the houfe

of a Milanefe taylor, who penfhtd
in the flames, which fpread and
raged with great violence for fix

hours, notwithstanding the grand
feignicr, orand viz'r, and great of-

ficers of the Porte, afMed in giving

orders, and encouraging the fire-

men and jamflaries with money, to

exert their utmofr. efforts for e.xcin-

guifhing the flames. Their
f
ro-

grefs was flopped on ere fide of
the way at the church aiid convent

of St. Antboi.y, being a ftone

building, and at the ether Ly (he

vacancy of an houfe, which had
rot been rebuilt after a former

fire. If it had not been a very

calm night, the whole fuburb,

which is of large extent, would
probably have been laid in afhes.

Fifty houfei are entirely confumed,
moft of them large ones, inhabited

chiefly by Frar.k merchants, and

by Drugumen, »\th iome fhnpfs.

The palaces of the Dutch ainbaffa-

dor, the Neapolitan envoy, and
the Ruffian refident, twohoufesof
the Englifh factory, and a fmall

Roman Catholic convent, were
burnt down.

James Brownrigg, and ,

John his fon, were tried at
°

Guildhall, on two feparate indict-

ments, for Jafl'iulting, whipping,

and ill treating Mary Mitchell, the

furviving apprentice girl of the

faid Jamesi when they were both

found
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found guilty, and recommitted to

Newgate, in order to receive fen-

tence at the enfumg-feffions at the

Old Bailey. The jury recommended

the father to mercy. The fon ap-

peared to be very i'l and weak, and

fodeaf, thatit was with much difficul-

ty he could be made to underftand

the queitions put to him.

Two time-p'eces, or fen-watches,

one made by M. le Roi, the other

by Mr. Berthaud, were examined

and compared before the royal aca-

demy at Paris, with the principles

of that made by Mr. Harrifbn of

London, and the preference, as

might be expected, given to the

French watches.

A perfon in the neighbourhood

of Plymouth having loft fome

calves, upon opening them found the

pafTages full of worms.

„ The fociety for the en-

couragement of arts, manu-
factures, and commerce, came to a

refolution to give Mr. Phillips one
hundred pounds for his important

difcoveries of the method of dying

leather red and yellow ; the colours

are allowed to be fuperior to any
imported from Morocco or Lifbon,

and upon repeated experiments are

found to be more durable.

, The feffions ended at the
23 Old Bailey. At this feffions

7 received ientence of death ; one,

trani Donation for 14 years; 30,
for feven years ; 3 to be whipped,

and 3 fined and imprifoned.—

James Brownrigg and John his

fon, were fentenced to pay a fine

of 1 s. each, and to be imprifoned

in Newgate fix months ; at the ex-

piration of which, to enter into

recognizances for their good be-
haviour for feven years—It appear-
ed on the trial that James Brown-
rigg had twice dipped Mary Mit-

chell's head in a water-tub, onc«
broke the griftle of her ear with a,

walking-flick, and once horfe-

whipped her, but not naked: la
anfwer to which he faid, he owned
the dipping her head in water, but
denied fti iking her over the ear;
urged feveral inftances of her mif-
behaviour ; pleaded the good cha-
racter given him by five appren-
tices ; and added, that feme of hig
boarders mull have known fome-
thing of the alledged ill-treatment;

but, on account of their circum-
ftances, he did not chufe to call

them. The fon was indicted fo*
whipping Mary Mitchell thre«
days fuccedively naked ; the two
firft times were by his mother'*,

order, the laft of his own accord,
for taking fome chefnuts: he faid

in his defence, that the girl never
lay ill of his beating, and that ho
had taught her to read.

An order of council was ifTued,

importing that his majefty having
received information that the pric«
of wheat in the port of London,
has been, for two fucceflive mar-
ket-days, above 48s. the quarter;
his majefty therefore prohibits the
making, extracting, or diftilling of
any kind of low wines or fpirits

from any wheat, wheat-meal,
wheat- flour, and wheat-bran, or
any mixture therewith, until 14
days after the commencement of
the next fefllon of parliament.
On Wednefday morning, ,

between eight and nine
39tn «

o'clock, his majefty's fhip Montreal
arrived at St. Helen's, with th»
corpfe of his late royal highnefs tfo;

duke of York, where (he laid to

almoft half an hour, while fhe re*

ceivedher orders from the Tweed,
which was ftarioned there for that

purpofe, in cafe the Montreal

ftould
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fhould touch there. After fhe had

received her orders, fhe flood to

the eaftward of the Downs. At

iirft, when ihe appeared in fight,

ihe hoifled the royal ftandard half

itaff high, and, fired minute guns,

which were anfwered by the Tweed.

The minute guns at '.he Tower are

to fire, and his royal highnefs's

corpfe is to be brought up the river

to the Jerufalem Chamber; but if

it fhould. not arrive till after three

an the afternoon, then to lay in

Hate at Greenwich one night.

It is reported, that in the Jefuits

college at Barcelona, in Spain,

were found riches to the amount

of twelve millions of crowns. It

confided of feveral tons of gold

and filver, a large quantity of gold

duft, emeralds and diamonds,

crowns of gold ornamented with

brilliants and rubies, fome bales of

Cocoa, and fome rich merchandize

from the Ealt Indies.

A dreadful earthquake ruined

the ifle of Cephalonia, and almoll

deftroyed the city of Zante, in the

Levant. The inhabitants had been

alarmed by former (hocks, and had

taken to tents and boats, to pafs

their time in the fields and on the

river; by which precaution many
lives were faved ; but their con-

sternation and diftrefs is inexpref-

fible.

A law has been publifhed at

Stockholm, declaring, that in con-

fequence of the meafures taken by

the ftates and their fecret commit-

tee in the laft Diet, the courfe of

exchange fliould be fixed, for the

year 1768, at 42 marks copper for

a rixdollar, Hamburgh banco, and

proportionably for all other mo-

ney ; forbidding any perfon to

bargain for bills at a higher price

after the firti of January next, un-

der the penalties prefcribed by thd

law which fixed the exchange in

1766.
The lalt week has exhibited

fcenes of the greateft horror in Ita-

ly, the eruption of Mount Vefuvius

having continued with great vio-

lence: many fine vineyards are

deftroyed, and fome villas ; but his

Sicilian majefty's palace and the

mufeum of Portici have efcaped,

by the lava's taking another

courfe, when it was within a mile

and a. half of them. The con-

cufiions of the air from the explo-

fions of the mountain were fo vio-

lent, that many doors and win-

dows, even at Naples, were forced

open by ;them. The explofioni

and concuftions of the air were

moft terrible on Thurfday. The
noife generally continued, each

time, between five and fix hours,

and then ceafed as fuddenly as it

began. The flones thrown up by
thele explofions were of an enor-

mous fize, and were thrown be-

tween five and fix hundred feet

high, and many of them fell more
than half a mile from the crater.

The clouds which iffued from the

mouth of the volcano, and hung
over it, linking one againft the

other, occafioned continual flafhes

of forked lightning, the thunder

of which was heard when the

mountain was filent. The moun-
tain is now calm, and the lavas no
longer run. This eruption is uni-

yerially allowed to be the moft

violent that has happened this cen-

tury, both as to the loudnefs of the

explofions, which were heard a-

bove thirty miles from Naples,

and to the quantity of lava. It is

impoflible to deicribe the confufion

the city of Naples has been in for

a week paft.

Th«.
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The late general Pukeney, is

faid to have devifed by his will the

following legacies : To the hon.

William Pukeney, efq; who mar-

ried his niece, only daughter of the

late Daniel Pulteney, efq; the

fants, efq; aged 94 years, who had
married feven Indian wives.

Father Rabo, the Jefuit, who lad

fummer went from Quebec, to dif-

cover if any navigable river com-
municated from the welhvard of

youngeft brother of the late earl of Lake Superior, in Canada, to the

Bath, and who changed his name South Seas.

from Johnftone to Pukeney, his

two large eftates, one of which is

14,0001. per ami. and the other

12,000!. per ann. To the nght

honourable the earl of Darlington,

1 50,000 1. in money, in the frocks.'

To the hon. Frederick Vane, and

Raby Vane, efqrs. brothers of the

earl of Darlington, 600 1. per an-

rium each, for them and their chil-

dren for ever. To Mr. Liver-

more, his gentleman, ioool. and

his wardrobe. To his cook and

clerk of the kitchen, icol. per

ann. each during life. To Mr.

Thomas Heron, a dillant relation,

ioool and 50 1. p^r ann. To
his, coachman, all his carriages and

coach horfes. To Mr. Garden,

his fteward, ioool. and a genteel

annuity for life. To Dr. Douglas,

his library ; the faid library was

firft devifed to the doctor by the

late earl of Bath, which the gene-

ral purchafed for ioool. and now
has left to him again, agreeable to

the intention of the original devi-

Ibr. To George Coiman, efq;

400I. per ann. for life. To his

houfekeeper, iool. per ann. for

life. To his two grooms, two

years wages, and all his hoe riding-

horfes. To all his other fe/vants,

each, two years wages. Bjfides a

great number of charitable and

Cape Thomas Wilfon, aged 86,
who ferved in all the campaigns
under the great duke of Marlbo*.
rough.

Rev. Mr. Tho. Trigge, vicar of
Horlie, near Riegate, Surry, and
pofTelfed alio of a donative in Su£.

He was educated in Chrift's

Hofpital, and many years fince pre-

fented by the governors to the a-

bove two benefices ; about fix years

ago, he preferred the hofpital with

1 col. out of gratitude, and about
two years after, with 200 1, more ;

upon which the general court vot-

ed him a governor ; he has by his

will added a third gift of 2col.
which will make up 500 1. in re-

turn for his education, and the pre-
ferment he received from that royal

hofpital.

At Ghent, the famous Jenny
Cameron.

At Paris, Anna Louifa Allard,
aged 117 years.

John Key, aged 85, in Penfylva-
nia. Wm. Penn, the firft propri-

etor, gave him a lot of ground in

compliment, being the firft child

born in Philadelphia.

Geo. Wilford, aged 100, want-
ing four days, at Penny-bridge in
Lancaihire. About three years ago
died James Roberts, aged 113,
near the fame place; where is now

other legacies. The name of the living William Rogers, aged 105,
houfe he died in, in Piccadilly, is in perfect health,

ordered by his will to be called for Elizabeth Harwocd, at White-
•verBATH House. church in Shropfhire, aged 102
Died in Virginia, Edward Plea- yean. H;r hufbabd, a Ihepherd,

is
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is dill living there, aged ninety-

eight years.

At his houfe in Thackham's-
court, Chandois-ftreet, in the 100th

year of his age, Mr. Wood,
who had for upwards of feventy

years belonged to the Hiralds

office.

|tf.

ad.

NOVEMBER.
The Montreal arrived in

the jiver, where the cuffin in

which his royal highnefs's remains

were brought home, was changed

for one made by the king's uphol-

jlerer, on which his highnefs's titles

were elegantly inferibed.

This day, about noon, the

queen was happily delivered

of a prince. Her royal highnefs the

princefs dewager of Wales, his

grace the archbilhop of Canterbu-

ry, feveral lords of his majefty's

moft honourable privy council, and

the ladies of her majefty's bed-

chamber, were prefent.

, The remains of his late

3 * royal highnefs the duke of

York were depofited in the royal

vault in king Henry Vllth's cha-

pel. For an account of the prc-

ceflion, fee the Appendix to the

Chronicle.

An order was iffued by the lord

mayor for apprehending all vagrants

found within the liberties of the

city, and pafling them to their re-

fpective parifhes.

Some labourers, in finking a well

at Benacre in Suffolk, found an

earthen jar, containing near 40a
pieces of filver coin, the chief

part of K. Edward I. and II. and
ftruck at London, York, and Dub-
lin. Trie workmen honeftly car-

ried them to Sir Thomas Gooch,

*

lord of the manor, who rewarded
them handfomely for their trouble.

A feilion of high court of ,

admiralty was held at the Old ^

Bailey, for trial of offences com-
mitted on the high feas, but no
material offences came before the

court. A commander, charged

with wilfully calling away his

flii p, with intent to defraud the in-

furers, was difcharged of that of-

fence, no indictment having been

preferred again ft him. Another
commander of a veuel, charged
with cruelty to his apprentice, was
likewife difcharged.

The following extraordinary at-

teftation of the coroner of Bergen
county in New-England, was com-
municated by a gentleman of fuch

credit as leaves,not the lcaft doubt

of its being genuine. " On the

22d day of September, in the year

of our Lord 1767, I Johannes De-
mare ft, coroner of the county of
Bergen and province of New- J er-

fey, was prefent at a view of th©~

body of one Nicholas Tuers, thea

lying dead, together with the jury,

which I fummoned to enquire of
the death of the faid Nicholas Tu-
ers. At that time a negro man,
named Harrv, belonging to Hen-
drick Chriftians Zabrifkie, was
fufpected of having murdered the

faid Tuers, but there was no proof
of it, and the negro denied it. I

afked if he was not afraid to touch

Tuers. He faid, No, he had not

hurt him, and immediately came
up to the corpie lying in the cof-

fin ; and then Staats Storm, one of
the jurors, faid, « I am not afraid

of hun, and ftroked the dead man's
face with his hand, which made no
alteration in the dead perfon, and
(ad I did not put any faith in any
of thofe trials) my back was turn-

ed.
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ed towards the dead body, when

the jury ordered the negro to touch

the dead man's face with his hand,

and then I heard a cry in the room

of the people, faying, ' He is the

man,' and I was defired to come to

the dead body; and was told that

the faid Negro Harry had put his

hand on Tuers's face, and that

the blood immediately ran out of

the nofe of the dead man Tuers. I

faw the blood on his face, and. or-

dered tiie negro to rub his

again on Tuers's face ; he did fo,

and immediately the blood again

ran out of the faid Tuers's nofe at

both noftrils, near a common table

fpoonful at each noitril, as well a»

I could judge. Whereupon the

people all charged him with being

the murderer, but he denied it for a

hopeful youths fome time ago,

having difcovered a fum of money,
to the amount of near 2Col. which
his mother had faved unknown to

his father, took the whole, and im-
mediately laid it out in cloaths,

pi.lols, Sec. for the reft of his com-
panions.

At a court of common- council

held at Guildhall* a motion was
made thac the thai.ks of this court

be given to the hon. Thomas Har-
Iey, Lord Mayor elecl ; Sir Ro-

-oke, knt. Sir Richard
Glynn, knt. and bart. and Wil-

liam Beckford, efq; this city's re-

prefentatives in parli unentj for the

coniiant and diligent application

and attention which they have
fhewn, on all occafions (during the

courfe of this parliament) to the

few minutes, and then cpnfeffed welfare and intereft of this great

that he had murdered the faid

Nicholas Tuers, by iirft ftriking

him on the head with an axe, and

then driving a wooden pin in his

ear ; thougn afterwards he faid he

ftruck a fecond time with his axe,

and then held him fail till he had
done ftruggling ; when that was
done, he awaked fome of the fa-

mily, and faid Tuers was dying, he
believed.

Johannes Demarest, Cor."
Nine young apprentices, the

oldeft not 18, having fome time

fince formed themfclves into a

gang in order to go on the high-

way, having committed robberies,

it is faid, to the amount of 500 1.

five of them were this day taken,

and diligent fearch is making after

the reft. Their principal rendez-
vous was at a little public - houfe
near Shepherd's Bufh, where they

metropolis in general ; and par-

ticularly to the feveral matters

which have from time to time been
recommended by this court to their

care and confideration. Which
was refolved, and fair copies or*

dered to be figned by the town-
clerk, and one delivered to each of
the laid reprefentatives.

The corpfe of the late general

Pulteney, after lying in ftate, was
carried from the Jerufalem cham-
ber in a grand proceffion, and in-

terred in lflip's chapel in Weftmin-
fter-Abbey.

This day the noted Hiar- A.

gins was executed at Carmar- '

then, from whence we have received

the following particulars.

" On the 23d of Oclober, the

Sheriff of Carmarthen" received the

warrant for the execution of Ed-
ward Higgins on the 7 rh inftant,

ufed tc put up their horfes, change which was read to him, and which
their cloaths, and tranfaift all their affefled him greatly for a few mi-
bnfinefs. The ringleader of thofe nutes, but his fpirits reviving,

Vol.. X. [K] foid.
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faid, I
J
11 get a reprieve before then ;

fo on the 26th of" October he wrote

to fome of his friends for one, which

accordingly came down on the 3d

inltant, of which the following is a

copy.
Whitehall, Oft. 29. 1767.

'* Sir, notwithstanding his ma-
jefty's royal mandate for that pur-

pofe, you are hereby required to

poftpone the execution of Edward
Higgins, convicted at your lait

affize for burglary, till further or-

ders. Your's, &c.

SHELBURNE.
To the High-SherifFof the

county of Carmarthen, or

his Deputy, the Gaoler,

or his Deputy.
** On the arrival of this {ham re-

spite, Higgins's wife and filter, in

order to countenance the cheat,

drefled themfelves that evening in

white, but the under - fheriff, fuf-

pe&ing the reality of this refpite,

made all the enquiry about it, and

finding it a forged one, went to the

prifoner the evening preceding his

execution, advifing him to prepare

himfelf for eternity, for that he
would be executed the following

day ; to which Higgins faid, you
are a fcoundrel for fufpefting fo

evident a truth; move me from this

place to-morrow if you dare, curf-

ing and fwearing molt mockingly
all the time. The clergyman of
the town, and efpecially the Rev.
Mr. Rogers, the re&or, and his

curate, were very affiduous in ad-
ministering good advice to him,
which he regarded not, ftiil in-

citing upon a refpite, and offering

to bet 1 ,000 1. on the reality of it,

and faying, you threaten me with
the gallows, thinking I will confefs

many things j I malt be a d—d fool

if I do.

" Yefterday, the 7th inltant, a*

b' ut eleven o'clock in the morn-
ing, he was fetched out of gaol,

and taken to Petfarn, the place of

execution; but was very defirous

of being hanged within the walls

of the caltle, which was denied

him. On the read to the gallows,

he walked fo fail, that the fpec-

tators could hardly keep up with

him, (till curfing and fwearing that

the refpite ,was real, and calling

the under- Iheriff a fcoundrel for

taking away his life with the re-

prieve in his pocket ; he further

faid, that the lord chief jultice will

take the matter in hand, and many
will fuffer by it; and it is report-

ed, that he defired his wife to

infert his trial, execution, &c. in

the London papers ; and at the

gallows delivered her two letters,

but the contents are not known.

He made no confeffion at all, -but

declared he never wronged any
perfon of a milling in his life, and

in a manner denied the crime for

which he fuffered. He mounted
the ladder boldly, and addrefled

the fpeftators thus :
u Gentlemen,

now is the time, do as you pleafe,

you have my reprieve in your

cuftody." He prayed for about

five minutes, and then faid, " I am
ready," and was turned off before

one o'clock."

This day at noon, the prince 1

and princefs of Orange made
°

their public entry into the Hague*
The procefiion was very magni-

ficent, and in great order, notwith-

ftanding the prodigious confluence

of people, which had crowded

from all parts of this country to

fee it. The magiilrates of the

Hague received and complimented

their highncfTes under a triumphal

arch, erefted at the fide they came
into
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into town by. The burghers were

under arms, as was likewife the

garrifon ; and the prince of Weil-

burgh and prince Lewis of Brunf-

wic marched in the train at the

head of their refpe&ive fquadrons

of guards. The artillery was fired

at the fame time from the ram-

parts; the bells rung; and the

ftadtholder, with his royal bride,

were conducted to their apart-

ments amidlt the acclamations of

the people. The whole town was

magnificently illuminated at night.

This evening their highneffes make
their appearance at the French

theatre; and on Thurfday next

the prince of Orange will give a

ball and fupper at the old court,

with which the public feftival will

conclude.

A breakfaft was given to the

friends of the marquis of Kildare,

at the Rotunda in the New Gardens,

in Dublin, of which the following

is the bill of fare :

ioo rounds of beef: ioo neats

tongues: 1,000 fheeps ditto: ioo

baked pies: ioo firloins of beef:

ioo geefe roafted : ioo turkies

ditto: ioo ducks ditto: ioo pul-

lets ditto: ioo wild fowl: 1,000

French loaves : 2,coo large prints

of butter: 100 weight of GIou-

cefter cheefe : tea, coffee, and

chocolate, in abundance : 2,000

faffron cakes : 4,000 plain ditto :

50 hams, 2,500 bottles of wine

.

and a mod fplendid and large py-
ramid of fweetmeats in the midclc

of the defert in the centre of the

room; likewife a great number of
Hands of jelly, and a curious foun-

tain playing, handfomely ornament-
ed with ivy, &c.

, This day the right hon.

the lord - mayor, aldermen,

and commons of the city of Lon-

don, in common-council aflVmbled,

waited on his majefty; and being

introduced to his majefty by the

right hon. the earl of Hertford, lord

chamberlain of his majefty's house-

hold, James Eyre, efq; the recorder,

made their compliments in the fol-

lowing addrefs.

To the king's mofl excellent

majefty.

May it pleafe your majefty,

We your majefty's molt dutiful

and loyal fubjects, the lord-mayor,

aldermen, and commons of the city

of London, in common - council

affembled, happy in every occafion

of approaching your royal prefence

with our moft dutiful congratula-

tions, beg leave to exprefs our un-

feigned joy on the fafe delivery of

that moft excellent princefs the

queen, and the further increafe of
your royal family by the birth of
another prince.

* We cannot but feel ourfelves

deeply interefted in every event

which affefts the illuftrious houfe

of Hanover, under whofe mild

government the Britifh fubjects

have, for more than half a cen-

tury, been blefTed with a full en-

joyment of their civil and religious

rights, and a feries of happinefs

unknown to the fame extent in any
former period.

* Permit us therefore, royal Sir,

at the fame time, humbly to offer

our fincere condolence on the much
lamented death of your majefty's

•royal brother the duke of York,
whofe many eminent and princely

virtues have moft juftly endeared

his memory to all your majefty's

loyal fubjecis, and made the private

lofs of the royal family a public

misfortune.
• May the Divine Providence

long pieferye your majefty; and

[K\ z may
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may there never be wanting one of

vour Majelly's royal defcendants to

b. the guardian of our moil happy
conltitution !

Signed by order of court,

JAMES HODGES.'
To which addrefs his majelty was

pleafed to return this moft gra-

cious anfwer.
« I thank you for this loyal ad-

drefs, and for the faasfaclion you

exprefs in the encreafe of my fa-

mily : Thofe expreffions of your

zealous attachment cannot but be

agreeable to me : The religion and

liberties of my people always have

been, and ever mall be, the conftant

objects of my care and attention

;

and I fhall efleem it one of my
firit, duties to Inf-.il the fame prin-

ciples into thofe who may fucceed

me.
* I regard your condolence en

the melancholy event of the Duke
of York's death, as an additional

proof of your attachment to me
and my family ; and I take this

firft opportunity of exprefling my
thanks for it.'

They were all received very

gracioufly, and had the honour to

kifs his majelly's hand.

, This morning early a ter-

^ ' rible fire broke out at the

houfe of Mr. Bailey, turner and
chandler, near Gray's- Inn -Lane,
Holborn, which entirely confumed
the fame, together with another

houfe, a pawn-broker's, adjoining,

and damaged one more. The
flames were fo rapid, that Mr.
Bailey and his family had hardly

time to make their efcape, undref-

fed. His ftock in trade, furniture,

wearing apparel, &c. were de-

itroyed; a young man, a lodger,

was obliged to throw himfelf out

two - pair of iteirs window,

by which he broke his arm nnd
thigh, and now lies without hopes

of recovery. This accident is laid

to have been occafioned by a lamp
being left burning for a lodger,

which unhappily fet fire to iome
fhavings in the room.

A number of colliers from near

Stourbridge, in Wo rce Iter (hire, af-

fembled in a riotous manner at

Kiddei minfter - market, and being

joined by other perfons, to the num-
ber of near 2,000, forced the far-

mers to fell their wheat at 5 s. a
bufhel, which before was fold at

7 s. and at the fame time obliged

them to fell their butter at 6d. a

pound, which before was fold for

8 d. They paid for what thty had,

and then went home quietly.

At Mr. Dudley's, iron- ,,.
monger and grocer, in

Stourbridge, by fome means a

fpark of fire flew into a barrel of
gunpowder, which was in a back

warehoufe, while Mr. Dudley was
there, and blew up the whole
building, and buried him in the

ruins, from whence he was dug out

a mod miierable fpectacle ; yet

there are hopes of his recovery

;

adjoining to the building was a

lockfmith's ihop, in which feve-

ral men were at work, who were

by the concuflion, which forced

out the windows of the fhop>

thrown confufedly againft each

other. One man received a mor-
tal wound in his belly from an

inftrument one of his fhopmates

was at work with, and died foon

after. The violence of the (hock

broke the windows of feveral ad-

jacent houfes.

A gentlewoman in Holborn,

whofe hufband had prefented her

with a ticket, put up prayers in the

church the day before drawing, in

the
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the following manner : " The pray-

ers of this congregation are defired

for the fuccefs of a perlbn engaged
in a new undertaking."

Mr. Hughes, a flock-broker, had
his pocket picked in Jonathan's

cofFee-houfe, of 50 lottery-tickets,

the value of which (at the price

then fold) is 800 1. The fame even-

ing, three other brokers had their

pockets picked of their purfes, one
containing 62 guineas, another fe-

ven, and the third five. One of the

pickpockets has been fince appre-

hended, on whom 35 of the tickets

were recovered; the other 15 he
faid were carried to Holland by his

accomplices.

A coloured print of the French
king, engraved on copper, was
worked off, in his majelty's pre-

fence, by M. Gautier, aflifted by
one of his fons. The work wai
completed in fix minutes, and the

picture came out finilhed with all its

colours.

A court of Aldermen was held at

Guildhall, when iool. was ordered
to be paid to the widow of the

late worthy alderman Cockayne,
as a tertimony of the fenfe they

entertained of his ever being ready

and willing to ferve his fellow-

citizens.

A motion was made in the court

of common pleas, for a new trial to

fet afide the verdict given againit

the furgeons in the Borough, for

500 1. damages, for breaking a
perfon's leg, by new fetting it

;

but upon hearing the merits of the

caufe argued, the court over-ruled
the motion, and confirmed the ver-
dict.

joth.
This morning No. 3,379,

was drawn a prize or twenty
thoufand pounds. Jt is the pro-
perty of IVJr. 41der, a cooper and

publican, at Abingdon, in Berks.

The broker who went from town
to carry him the news, he com-
plimented v.irh iool. All the

bells in the town were fet a ring-

ing ; hf called in his neighbours,

promifed to alTiit this with a capital

fum, that with another, gave away
plenty of liquor, and vowed to

lend a poor cobler (his old penny
cuftomer) money to buy leather

to ltock his ftall fo full, that he
fhould not be able to get into it

to work ; and laftly, he promifed

to buy a new coach for the coach-

man who brought him down the

ticket, and to give a fet of as good
horfes as could be bought for

money.
On Wednrfday in the after-

noon, the body of a gentleman

was found drowned jult off Bil-

lingfgate, fuppofed to have miffed

his way in the fog ; he had in his

pockets a watch, two guineas, a
five - and - threepence, fome filver,

and a dclur, and filver buckles in

his fhoes.

On Wednefday evening, as Mr.
Cox,- needlemaker in Black-friars,

was going over to Bridewell, he by
the thicknefs of the f^g miffed his

way, and fell into the ditch ciofe to

Black-fnars wharf, and was found,

fuffocated in the mud.

This day his majeity, at- ,

tended by the duke of An- ^ '

carter, and the earl of Hunting-

don, went in his ftate-coach to the

houfe of peers, and opened the

preient meeting of parliament with

a moll gracious fpeech from the

throne.

A court of common-council was
held at Guildhall, when a petition

to the hon. houfe of commons, re-

lating to the prefent high price of

proviiions, was read and agreed.
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Jofeph Harvey and Richardto, ai.d the IherifFs were ordered to

pre fen t the fame forthwith.

They write from Vienna, that

letters from Tyrol bring a detail

of the muff, melancholy events.

After a \ery copious rain, which

lafted from the 16th to the 19th,

in the fouthern part of that coun-

try, the riveis and brooks over-

flowed on all fides. The waters

which ran from the mountains

dragged down alung with them

{tones of an enormous fize, and

overturned bridges, houfes, and

churches. In fome places the very

rocks, detached from the moun-
tains, made tenible hav^ck. The
Adige, ifiuing from its bed, pro-

duced fo great an inundation, that

the plain between the two moun-
tains reiembled a lake. The mifery

of the country is general, and the

inhabitants not being able to re-

medy the misfortune, had no other

courle to taice but to eicape to the

high grounds, from whence they

beheld with grief tue dread'ul

fpe&acie of the delb uc~ticn of their

houies and fields.

The town of Neumark, founded

fome ages ago, at tne piace where

the town of Enna, by the Ro-
mans called Endidae, rtood, and

Which was deliroyed by an inun-

dation, has had pretty nearly the

fame late. Thirty feven inhabi-

tants, who had retired into the

little church of St. Antonio, pe-

rilhed, the rivalet of Vilbach hav-

ing thrown it down. The Hale

river known by the name of Lavis,

broke a large dike of itones, and
penetrated into the country of
Trente, where it has done prodi-

gious damage. Tne Ferfina, an-

rther fmall ftream, having broke

its bank:., has likewife committed
great ravages.

Bittere, for burglary; John 5

Brafs, for robbing Mrs. .Hubbard

of a fum of money ; and William

Edwards, for dealing 80 1. in the

dwelling -houfe of Daniel Lucas,

the Fox and Crown at HigV-gate,

were execute ! at fyburn, purfuant

to their icntcnce. Edwards feemed
to be above thirty years old ; but

the three others greatly excited

the compalTion of the fpettators,

the eldefc being about eighteen,

and the two others younger.—Ed-
wards was by trade a painter, and
lived feveral years in good repute

in Litchfield-ftreet, near Newport-
market ; he was waited on bv a

gentleman, at the defire of Mrs.
Bartholomew of the White-conduit-

houfe, relative to a f. mily gold

watch, when he trembled very

much, and owned the taking 49 1.

but der.ied his knowing any thing of

the watch.

A prifoner in the Baftille hanged
himfelf a few days ago ; but the

gaoler coming into his room foon

after, and perceiving that he was
not dead, cut the cord by which
he hung, and made ufe of every

means to recover him but the

prifoner no fooner came to himfelf,

than he feized the knife with

which the gaoler had cut him
down, llabbed him with it, and
afterwards itabbed himfelf. The
gaoler furvived him only a few
hour?.

The queen of Denmark, in com-
memoration of her marriage, has

ordered the fum of 30 rixdoilars to

be given to each of 2^ young wo-
men in the dillricr. of Suroe, as a

portion at their wedding, be-

sides ten rixdoilars at the birth

of every firit child. The wed-
dings are to be on the 29th of

next
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next January, which is the king's

birth-day.

Ephra'im Philpot of North Kelly,

near Taunton in Somerfetfhire, hav-

ing feme difference with his father,

went into the field where he was,

and (hot him dead. He has fince

been apprehended, and committed

to prifon.

fi
, The cafe of Mr. Gibfon,

on a fpecial verdict, was ar-

gued by council, before the right

hon. lord Mansfield, and nine more

of the judges, in the Exchequer-

chamber, Wellminfter-hall, for up-

wards of three hours : their lord-

fhips are to give their opinion on

the cafe next term.

Extract of a letter from Charles-

Town, South-Carolina, Oct. 2.

" Wednefday laft, Michael

Muckenfufs, difpatched by the

poftmafter- general with the mail

for St. Auguftine, returned here,

and gives the following account,

to which he has made oath : Sep-

tember 20th, three days after

leaving Savannah, he reached the

Store on Santilly - river, kept by
James Lemmon, who told him,

that the day before, while George
Mills, Benjamin Baker, Jeremiah
Wylly, and one Cummins, were
driving fome cattle acrofs a run of

water near the faid Wylly 's houfe,

the three laft mentioned were fired

upon and killed upon the fpot,

Mills made his efcape, and rode

towards Wylly's, where he faw

five Indians killing two women,
three children, and old Mr. Mills,

his own father, on which he rede
off ; he knew the Indians to be
Creeks, belonging to the village

of Allatchway, who, to the number
of fifteen, had been for fome time

hu/uing in that neighbourhood. The

houfe where the murder was com-
mitted is in Eaft- Florida, on St.

Mary's river, fifteen miles above
the Ferry, which he reached on
the 22d ; but finding no boat, and
no anfwer from the Ferry -houfe on
the other fide, he fuppofed the peo-

ple were fled, and not being able to

crofs the river, he was obliged to

return."

Letter from the Eaft-Indies.
** On the ioth of September,

1766, came to our garden near

Tranquebar, a Moorilh or Ma-
hometan prieft, a dwarf, aged 45
years : his fize was fcarce that of

an ordinary child of four years

old. What was remarkable in this

cafe was, that he was not at all

mifhapen, but all his limbs feemed
as well proportioned from head to

foot as thole of any other perfon.

He fung in the Perfian, but un-
derftocd very little of the Mala-
bar language. The former go-
vernor of Madrafs had his image
caft in brafs, fince the dwarf him-
felf could not be perfuaded to go
to Europe. He walked a little in

our plantation to look about him ;

but as walking was troublefome to

him on account of a diforder in his

breaft, one of our people carried

him on his arms like a child, which,

he liked very well."

This autumn has been fatal to the

horfes in America, as well as Eng-
land and Holland. The diftemper

there has been attended with fatal

effects ; in the province of New-
Jerfey, it has carried off almoft all

their young horfes and colts; and
in New-England the havock it hag

made is very ruinous.

The tide ebbed and flow- „ ,

ed about five in the morn- '**""

ing, twice in an hour and a half,

{*] 4 M
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at London - bridge and Green-
wich.

1 The young prince, fourth
*

fon to their majefties, was
baptized by the bifhop of London,
(the archbilhop of Canterbury be-

ing indifpofed) by the name of
Edward. Their ferene highneflcs

the heieditary prince and princefs

of Brunfwick, the reigning prince

of Mecklenburgh-Strelitz, and her

royal highnds the princefs of Heffe

were fponfors by proxy.

A body of weavers, armed with

rufty fvvords, piilols, and other

ofienfive weapons, affembled at a

houie on Saffron- hill, with an in-

tent to deftrcy the work in the

looms of an eminent weaver near

that place, but were happily dif-

perled wit-hout much mifchief.

Some of them were apprehended,
and being examined before the

juflices at Hicks's-hall, it appeared

that two claifes of weavers were
mutually combined to diftrefs each

other, namely the engine and nar-

row weavers. The engine weavers

were fuppofed to be ruinous to the

narrow weavers, becaufe, by means
of th^ir engines, one of them
could do as much in one day as

fix of the other, and the fame
kind of work equally good; for

which reafon the narrow weavers
were determined to deftroy them :

the men who were taken up were
engine weavers, and they urged
in their favour, that they only

affembled in order to defend them-
felves from a party of the others

who were expected to rife. As
they had done no mifchief, they

were all difmiffed with a fevere

reprimand for not having applied

to the civil ma^iiirate for pro-

tection.

About twelve the fame night,

the .mailer of the Peacock in

Gray's-inn-lane, difcovered a man
in his iTiirt that had jumped out

of a two pair of ftairs window in

his deep. By pitching on the

pent-houfe, it had broke his fall,

and the man had received no hurt.

He appeared ftupid at firft, and
would believe nothing of the mat-

ter ; but recovering himfelf, and

finding himfelf naked in the ftreet,

he was greatly affe&ed xat his deli-

verance.

Some particulars relative to the

lofs of the brig Dolphin, captain

John Malbone, belonging to N< w-
port, Rhode Ifland, which was
fet on fire off that place in July

la it.

" When the D 'lphin had ar-

rived off Point Judith from Ja-
maica, and was within five miles

from the land, at half after ten

o'clock at night, a negro boy went
down between the decks, amongft

the rum, where there ftood feveral

puncheons of water, and (as he

fays) with an intention to draw
fome water, but miftook, and
broached a calk of rum j at the

fame time the door of the lan-

tern, in which he carried the

candle, being open, and the can-

dle falling into the rum, fet it on

fire : this fo affrighted the boy,

that he neglccled to flop the run-

ning of the rum, and in lefs than

half a minute the head of the caflc

flew out, and the fkmes were im-
mediately communicated to fifteen

cafks more, all between decks, fo

that all poffible means ufed to ex-

tinguiih it proved entirely inef-

fectual ; the veffel was all in flames

in a very few minutes, and con-

fequently reduced 26 perfons, be-

ing



CHRONICLE. [155

ing the number of people, in-

cluding pafieng-TS, on board, to

a diitrefs ard horror that muft be

lefi to the reader's imagination ;

amonp- many of them fubfifted the

tender and endearing connec-

tions of hufband and wife, pa-

rent and child, brother and filter,

Sec. between whom the mercilefs

flames were now effecting a cruel

and inevitable feparation ; and it

was witn the utmoit difficulty that

a foul on board faved his life.

There were 1 1 paffengers, viz.

Mr. John Henry, Mr. Nathaniel

Green, and another gentleman;

Mrs. Henry, Mrs. Scorer, Mifs

Ann Storer, Mifs Frances Storer,

Mifs Maria Storer, Mifs Sarah

Storer, and Mr. Henry's two

children, one 16, and the other

4 months old, five of whom pe-

riled in the following manner,

viz. Mrs. Storer, Mifs Sarah Sto-

rer, and Mr. Henry's two chil-

dren, being in the cabbin, were
fuffocated with the fmoke before

the two fmall boats could be got

out, they being thrown over with

the utmoft difficulty, not having

any thing ready to hoift them

;

Mrs. Henry was upon deck, with

her fiilersj and. might have been

faved with them, but, overcome
with maternal love and affection,

on hearing her mother cry out,

The children ! oh the children !

ihe ran and threw herfelf headlong

down the companion into the

flames, and was there inftantly

confumed. The remainder of
the people, to the number of
twenty-one, got afhore, with dif-

ficulty, in the two fmall boats.

The veffel burnt till eight o'clock

the next day, when (he funk.
" The above brig belonged to

Meff, Evan and Francis Malbone,

of Newport, Rhode Ifland, was
upwards of 200 tons burthen, was
returning from her firft voyage,

with a rich and valuable cargo,

and had got within three or four

hours fail of that harbour when
the above misfortune happened.

The veffel and cargo were valued

at 4.C00I. fterling, and the effe&s

of the paffengers at 2cool. fter-

ling."

Some months ago three large

tribes, in the environs of Cattaro,

a ftrong place in Venetian Dalma-
tia, fell upon Budoa, a trading and
opulent town. We now learn,

that they have at their head a
chief, who calls himfelf Peter-

Stephen Czar III. to which he
adds, the title of (Servus Servo-
rum) the fervant of fervants. He
refides at Maim, in a monaftery
of Collogeri, or Greek Schifmatic

monks, where he received pro-
felytes and tributes. He has about
his perfon four thoufand armed
peafants ; and, under the pretence

of protecting religion, has already

fubjecled a confiderable number of
the inhabitants of Turkifh Alba-
nia, fome villages belonging to

the republic of Venice, and all

thofe of Montenero, a fierce peo-

ple, and great enemies of the Ma-
hometans. The republic is taking

meafures for the prefervation of
its territories, and flopping the

progrefsof this rude people.

An extraordinary accident has
lately happened at Pontoife, which
has thrown the inhabitants into

great confternation. That town is

fo fuuated, that a rock hangs over
part of it, and upon the brow of
the rock are gardens, houfes, and
even two churches. On the 25th
inltant, about three o'clock in "the

morning, part of the prominent

rock
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rock (50 feet in length, 30 in

height, and 18 to 20 feet in

width) fell down, and crufhed

three houfes, the inhabitants of

which had juit time to fave them-
selves by means of the alarm,

which they received by fome
cracks which preceded the fatal

accident: one man only was dug
out of the ruins, flightly hurt,

having been preferved by a cavity

occafioned by fome large pieces of

the rock. The inhabitants are

under great conflernation, on ac-

count of fome more of the rock

being in danger of falling. A
Toilful engineer is fent to take

proper meafures to guard again It

the mifchief which may rcfult

from any accident of the like

kind for the future.

The expulfion of the jefuits

from the kingdom of Naples,

which was long expected, is at

length put in execution. On the

20th of this month, at the fetting

in of the evening, the garrifon of

that capital was under arms, and

the fix houfes of jefuits were in-

veiled by the civil officers, and a

party of grenadiers. Six of the

principal magistrates alfo went to

each of the houfes, and fixed a feal

on all the rooms. About midnight

ten companies of grenadiers, and
two hundred hcrfe, polled them-
felves in different parts ofthecitjv
where they preffed a number of

carriages, and fent the jefuits in

them, guarded by a party of horfe,

to Pozzuoli, where veffels were
waiting to tranfport them out of

the kingdom. Every jefuit was
allowed to take his portmanteau,

which was not examined. A par-

ty of foldiers is left in each of the

houfes, till further orders are re-

ceived from the king. The (hips

have not yet failed from Pozzuoli,

being detained by contrary winds

;

two armed galleys in this port have

orders to join them, but the port

they are bound to is not known.
The fuccefs which the affair of

the Di ffidents has met with, is ow-
ing principally to the private con-

ferences, which were held at the

houfes of prince de Repnin, the

prince Primate, and the marfhals of

the confederacy. It was there

agreed that the king and queen of

Poland fhall be of the Roman Ca-
tholic religion; but that never-

thelefs, the Diffidents, Greeks,

and Proteflants, fhall enjoy the

fame privileges as the Catholics

throughout Poland. All the pro-

ceedings of the Diffidents fhall

henceforth be judged before a fu-

perior tribunal, entitled, Judicium

Mixtum, the members of which are

to be of different religions, and

the prefident to be alternately a

Catholic, Greek, or Diffident.

The bifhop of Cracow, and the

other nobles whom the Ruffian

troops carried off, are flill at Wil-

na, and it becomes every day more
apparent, that they will not re-

cover their liberty, till the grand

commithon and the diet fhall have

terminated their fittings.

Di^d, at Hexham, David Cham-
bers, weaver, aged 100. He was

in the army upwards of 30 years ;

and he was under the duke of

Marlborough in his campaigns.

His behaviour during that period

was fuch as gained him the elleem

of his fuperiors, andjuflly intitled

him to an offer of that afylum

which numbers are glad to enjoy

by petition. In the lafl war, not-

withstanding he was upwards of

50 years of age, he again joined

the army, and had the honour to

fight
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fight under prince Ferdinand on

the plains of Minden ; from thence

he returned again to Hexham,
mounted the loom, and continued

working thereat till within a very

little time of his death.

Mr. Pennifton Brooks, at Hon-
duras, upwards of 40 years a con-

fiderable logwood cutter there.

Mary Griffiths, in a cellar, in

the Borougn of Scuuwark, forty

years a cryer of old rags, by which

ihe acquired houfes in Whitecha-
pel, to tne yearly rent of 73 1.

Ritchie, Efq; aged near

90, who had been purveyor to

K. George I. and II.

ift.

DECEMBER.

The io,oool. orize drawn
this day, is the property of

Mr. Cappadocia, an eminen. lew

merchant, who formerly haJ a

prize of the liRe value for himfelf,

and pnrchafed a third for a corre-

fpondent ab

The Dutch Eaft India company
have loft he lafl home ard bound
(hip that was expeded from Bata-

via this year. She was wrecked in

a ftorm within turee leagues of the

Texel, and al! on board, except 5
or 6 failors, perifhed. It is laid

500,0001. private property, has

been loft on board that fhip.

, Hamed Agen, ambaffador

from Tripoly, had his audi-

ence of leave of his majefty. He
was honoured with extraordinary

marks of royal favour, and, fince

his departure, has been received at

Portfmouth by a lalute of ail the

guns on the ramparts.

The following remarkable affair

js faid to have happened near Frome

in Somerfetfhire : A farmer having
high words with his wife, and be-

ing employed at the fame time in

fornewhat wherein he had occafion

for the ufe of a bill-hook, which
he had in his hand, on fome pro-
vocation he gave her a cut on the
top of the head with it, on which
fhe ran from him, and he after her,

in order (as fuppofed) to repeat the

blow, when there being a very deep
well in the yard, with its mouth
unftopped, the woman leaped over it,

but the poor man (tumbled, fell

headlong into it, and was drowned.
At a court of Chrift's-hof- .

pital, the prefident declared * *

that a benefa^ion of iool. had
been received irom Johr. Slicker,

Efq- 50I. irom John Driiiiovater,

Efq; tool from Lord Monfon;
50 1, from the Hon. George Vena-
bles Vernon; 2co guineas from
Joft p • Mi I-,, Efq; and the like

fum fr-oir. John Durand, Efq; the
- nga lheriff fjr Surry.

The court of Common Pleas, on
Saturday, d livered their opinions

in the great infurance cauie, where-
in Jonn Drinkwater, Eiq; was
plaintiff, anc the Royal Exchange
alfurance office, defendants, on a
cafe referved, whether a lofs by
fire at Norwich, in the riots there,

was within the exceptions of
the company's policy ? When
the court gave judgment for the

plaintiff*.

From the Votes ofthe Houfe of Com'
mons ofIreland,

Joins, 19 die Novembris, 1 767.
Refolved, That it appears to this

committee, that the penfions placed

upon this eftablifhment (exclufivtf

of the French and military pen-

fions) for 2 years, from the 25th

of
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of March 1765, to the 25th of

March 1767, exceed the whole

charges of the red 01 the civil lift

6o,6831. 7 s. o|d.
Refolved, That it appears by the

public accounts, that the charge of

the civil eftablilhment, for two

years preceding Lady-day, 1751,
amounted to j 4.6,1 34 1. 8s. \\ d.

and that the charge of the civil

eftablilhment, for the two years

preceding Lady-day 1767, amount-

ed to 257,988 b 6 s. ic|d. and

that the difference is an exceeding

of 11 1,853!, 1 8 s. 6 d. in the two

laft years.

7 th.
His majefty came to the

houfe of peers, and gave the

royal aflent to, ^
An a£t to prohibit the exporta-

tion of corn, grain, meal, malt,

flour, bread, bilcuit, and ftarch,

and alfo the extraction of low wines

and fpirits from wheat and wheat-

Hour.

An a£l for allowing the impor-

tation of wheat, wheat-flour, bar-

ley, barley-meal, pulfe, oats, oat-

meal, rye, and rye-meal, duty free
;

and to allow the importation cf

wheat and wheat-fiour from Afri-

ca, for a limited time, free of

duty.

The corporation of Briftol, and

the fociety of merchants of that city,

fent commiflions to Dantzick, for

feveral thoufand quarters oi wheat

to be imported there, which thofe

bodies intend to fell to the poor at a

low price.

A butcher in liquor went to a

public houfe in Briftol, and having

a pint of beer, was defired by the

landlady to go home ; on which

he began carfing and abufing her,

and after feveral words he drew

cut his knife, and faid that he

would as loon ran it into her as

he would ftick a pig ; and making
fome advances towards her, the huf-

band was lb ftruck with the fright,

that he dropped down on the fpot,

and expired inftantly.

A fellow was committed to War-
wick gaol for defrauding Mr. Jof.

Kendrick, of Birmingnam, in July
laft, of 221!. is. with which he

immediately went off to France;

and on his return from thence laft

week, was apprehended at Holmes
Chapel, in his way to Warrington
in Lancalhire, where he had hired

himfelf to work in one of the glafs-

houfes there, in order to obtain the

art of making glafs, and then was

to return to France. He was fer-

vant to Mr. Kendrick, and was lent

with bills to tue above amount to

the bank in Birmingham for cafh,

which having obtained, he made
off.

Yefterday morning, about four

o'clock, an untenanted houfe under

repair, adjoining to the Role tavern

and alehoufe, in Curlitcr - llreet,

fell down, and earned with it part

cf the alehoufe, in which were fe-

veral lodgers, five of whom were
killed, viz. a man, a woman with

ciiiid, and three children. Several

others were much bruifed, and car?

ried to St. Bartholomew's hoipi-

tal, rutiong whom was a poor wo-
man dug out of the ruins, who had

a young child at the breaft, now
milling.

Ex!rati of a letterfrom Bcficn, Netu-

England, September 27.

u Mr. James Barclay, of War-
wick townlhip, in Bucks county,

has fent to a gentleman in this city

the following affecUng narrative of
the hidden deaths of Mr. Roberfc

Stewart, of that townlhip, and hi*

three
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three fons, Jofeph, John, and Ben-

jamin, which happened after the

following manner, viz. Mr. R.

Steward having a well near his

honfe, about 30 feet deep, that

in fummer was ufually dry, he

employed a well-digger, on the

22d ult. to fink it deeper, who,

after workiug in it fome time, told

his employer it was fo damp and

unwholefome, that he could not

continue to work. Upon this ob-

jection, a fire was kindled at the

bottom, in order to prepare it for

another trial on Monday. Whe-
ther this fire continued burning,

appears uncertain ; but on Mon-
day morning, about fun- rife, Mr.
Stewart, accompanied by feveral

of his children, fons and daugh-

ters, went to the well, when Jo-
feph, a young lad, was fent down
(by a ladder) to fee if the fire was
perfectly extinguilhed. The un-

happy youth had fcarcely reached

the bottom before he was itruck

motionlefs by a noxious vapour,

and as it was imagined by thofe

above, that he had fallen by a mifs-

ftep, John went immediately to

his afliltance, and taking his then

lifelefs body in his arms, in order

to carry him up, he was himfelf

ftruck in like manner, and had not

the power to fave either his brother

or himfelf. The father, thinking

that Jofeph was hurt by a fall, and

that John was unable to get him
up, went haftily down to them,
and taking hold of the former,

then clafped in the arms of the

latter, he was likewife inftanta-

neoufly affected; and, in a fhort

fpace, they all fell dead together.

Benjamin (who, with his five filters

above, was beholding the diftrefs-

ful fcene, and judging the true

«aufe) in his anxiety of mind, re-

folved to go to the relief of his

father and brothers. His filial

and fraternal affection was fo great,

that no entreaties could fwerve him
from his purpofe. He told his

mother and filters, that he would
take a bottle of camphire, which
was given him to make ufeofas
occafion fhould require, and that

the moment he felt any thing un«

ufual from the place, he would
leave ic. The unfortunate young
man defcended, and foon met with

the fame deplorable fate. The
bodies were foon after taken up,

and all poflible means ufed to revive

them, but in vain."

This melancholy affair has beea

the means of difcovering the fol-

lowing effectual remedy

:

" Draw a quantity of water

out of the well, and pour it back
again, repeating the fame about

an hour ; the next day let down
a candle into it, and, if it burns

bright, any perfon may go down
to the bottom of the well with

fafety ; if it does not, repeat the for-

mer operation till it does."

A caufe came on to be tried ,

in Doctors Commons, be-

tween an eminent tradefman in

Piccadilly, and his wife, for re-

peated acts of cruelty, adultery,

and giving her the foul difeaie,

and other ill ufage, when, after

many learned arguments, (the in-

nocence of the wife not being ia

the leaft impeached) the judge pro-

nounced the man to have been

g'lilty both of the cruelty and
adultery, and divorced the wo-
man from her hufband, ajid con-

demned him in full colts, to the

fatisfac'lion of the whole court.

On Thurfday laft was tried at

Guildhall, a caufe wherein a pawn-
broker of this city was fued upon

the
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the ftatute of ufury, for taking

more than legil intereft for the

loan of a ltrge fum of money upon

a parcel of je,weh, &c. The
plaintiff plainly proving, fifty

pounds had been fo lent by the

pawnbroker, a verdict for that fum
was given for the plaintiff; and

as the above ftatute fubjecte the

lender of money upon ill gal in-

tereft to pay treble the fum lent,

the pawnbroker muft pay the nlairx-

tifF 50I. beiides coils of fuit.

On Saturday laft the wife of

Thomas Upton, coachman, near

Red-lion-fquare, who on Thurf-

day laft was delivered of two fons

and a daughter, was fafely delivered

of a fourth ..hild.

In the courfe of laft week up-

wards of 20,000 quarters of oats,

7000 quarters of wheat, 40CO
quarters of barley, and 2000
quarters of rye, were imported

into the river from foreign parts;

the greateft quantity that has been

known for fome years in one

week.
Wednefday night, about 400

weavers, armed with cutlaffes,

hatchets, &c. affembled in Brick-

lane, in order to deftroy the looms

of a worfted lace-weaver there. Mr.
Hurford, high conftable of the di-

vifion, attended with a number of

officers in order to oppofe them;

but being overpowered, he was

obliged to take refuge, with his

affiftants, in the neighbouring

houfes. A party of the guards,

however, being fent for from the

Tower, the rioters were foon dif-

perfed ; and upwards of 40 of

them taken, and conveyed to New-
Prifon, Clerkenwell, and Clerken-

well- Bridewell; and yelterday they

were examined at Hicks 's Hall,

and after being reprehended, an4
admonifhed to behave peaceably
for the future, were difcharged.

The feffions ended at the ,

Old Bailey, when three re-
I +tlu

ceived fentence of death ; forty-

two were fentenced to be tranf-

ported for feven years, and three

for fourteen years, fix were brand-
ed in the hand, two ordered to be
wuipped, and thirty-three difcharg-

ed by proclamation.

Among thofe capitally convict-

ed, was one Henry Domine, for

forging a promiffory note, payable
to himfelf, with intent to defraud

John Reid, vidtuajler, in Clerken-
well. He had the impudence to

arreft the man by virtue of the faid

note.

Province of Maffachufett-Bay.

Council Chamber, Oct. 15, 1 767.
Prefetu, his excellency the go-

vernor in council.

His excellency having com-
municated to the council a letter

from the right hon. the earl of
Shelburne, one of his majefty's

principal fecretaries of ftate, in-

clonfig an order of his majefiy in

privy council, by which his ma-
jefty has been pleafed to difallow

and reject an act paffed by the

great and general court or affembly

of this province, in December
1766, intituled, " An act for

granting compenfation to the fuf-

ferers, and of free and general

pardon, indemnity, and oblivion,

to the offenders in the late times:"
Advifed and ordered, That no-

tice be given in the Maffachufett's

gazette, that the faid act is dif-

allowed and rejected, that every

perfon concerned therein may go-

vern themfelves accordingly.

By order of his excellency the

governor,
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governor, with the advice of his

majelty's council.

John Cotton, Dep. Sec.

, By order of the houfe of
5 ' commons, the Ipeaker gave

notice, ihat one third part or the

capital ltock of 4 per cent, annui-

ties for 1763, mail be reduced

and paid off on the 5th day of July

next.

An order of council was at the

fame time iffued, for patting the

Jaws in force againft artificers leav-

ing their country, and exercifing

their refpeclive callings in foreign

countries ; for which purpofes

thofe laws are recited in the Lon-
don gazette.

The fociety of arts came to a

refolution to give the gold medal
of the fociety to Charles Dingley,

Efq; for his public fpirit, in

erecting at a very confiderable ex-

pence a fa vv- mill at Limehoufe.
A molt mocking murder was

committed at Pcrtfmouth on a

marine, by a foldier who came to

his quarters and decoyed him
out. The next morning the man
was found with his head beat al-

moft to pieces, the fcalp almoft

torn off", ilab'oed in feveral parts

of the face and eyes, fuppofed

with a bayonet. He came home
in the Montreal man of war, and
had juft received the money due
to him. The murderer has iince

been apprehended, and committed
to Wincheiter gaol.

Came on in the court of King's-

bench, Guildhall, a trial between
a captain of an Ealt-lndiaman,
and a furgeon of the fame fhip,

for the former beating and con-
lining the latter fome time during
the voyage; when a verdict was
found for the furgeon, with 90 1.

damages, and cofts of fuic.

At a court of common council

200 1. a year additional falary was
voted to the recorder of London ;

and 150 1. a year to the common
ferjeant.

They write from Bridgevvater,

that a molt extraordinary pheno-
menon has lately appeared in the

villages of Limpelham, Burnham,
Brent, and feveral other parilhes

near this place, the fields of which
are over-run with an incredible

number of mice, which do infi-

nite damage ; the dogs and cats>

have killed great numbers, but

are cloyed with them : The
cattle will not touch the grafs

where thefe vermin are, and we
expect no relief but from a feveie

froll, which, it is hoped, will de-
itroy them. A fimilar circum-

ftance is not remembered by the

oldefr. perfon in thefe parts.

A poor woman in Kingfwood,
near Briftol, hanged herfelf in a
liable, and was not difcovered

till lhe was quite dead. It feems

the caufe of her committing this

rain action was owing to her huf-

band, who is a collier, having loft

feveral of his horfes by the prefent

epidemical diilemper, which oc-

cafioned his going behind-hand to

the amount of four pounds to the

cc2l-pit: She had with great dif-

ficulty that morning railed two
guineas, in order to help to dis-

charge the debt, but the creditor

declared his refolutiun not to take

lefs than the whole, and arreft her

huiband immediately, unlefs it

was paid. Struck with the im-

pollibility of raifing the Ann
wanted, and dreading the conle-

quence of her hufband's confine-

ment, having three very fmall

children to fupport, (he returned

home, and after weeping over.

and
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and embracing her infants, too

inconfiderately gave way to her

defpondency.

The following faft may be worth

the knowledge of the public. In

pumping one of his majefty 's

ihips in the Weft Indies, the

chain broke; upon which, a

man was ordered down to repair

it; but, on his entrance into the

well, he dropped down dead, (as

did fix more to all appearance)

and fo would others, had not the

commanding officer put a ftop to

them. An old feaman ftanding

by, and unwilling to let his com-
rades fuffer, without attempting

fomething for their fafety, put

his hand into a bucket of tar,

with which he rubbed his noftrils,

upper lip, and mouth, flung him-

felf in a rope, and went down
without meeting with any annoy-

ance from the ftagnant water, and
fent them all up; when one was
found quite dead, and three of the

others were with the greateft difficul-

ty faved.

, Prayers were publicly
30th

' read in all the Popifh

mafs-houfes, throughout Ireland,

for his majefty king George III.

queen Charlotte, the prince of

Wales, and all the royal family;

being the firfl time the royal fa-

mily of England have been prayed

for in this public manner by the

Papifts in Ireland, fince the revolu-

tion.

„ His majefty went to the
" houfe of peers, attended by

the duke of Ancafter, and the

earl of Orford, and gave the royal

affent to,

The bill for granting an aid to

his majefty by a land-tax, to be

raifed in Great-Britain, for the

fervice of the year 1768.

The bill to continue the duties

on malt, mum, cyder, and perry,

for the fervice of the enfuing

year.

The bill to punifh mutiny and
defertion, and for the better pay-
ment of the army, and their quar-

ters.

The bill to indemnify perfons

who have omitted to qualify them-
felves for offices or employments
within the times limited by law;

and for allowing a further time for

that purpofe.

The bill to allow the importa-

tion of Indian corn, or maize,

from the American colonies, for a

limited time, free ofduty.

And aifoto feveral private bills.

The houfe of peers adjourned

to the 2Cth, and the houfe of

commons to the 14th of Ja-
nuary.

Extract of a letter from Cam-
bridge, Dec. 18.

" On Tuefday night Iafi: a

molt fhocking murder was com-
mitted on the body of Bridget

Burling, an aged woman, who
kept a little fhop in St. Giles's

parifh in this town. She was firfl:

discovered about two o'clock on

Wednefday morning, by one John
Bell, who feeing her door open,

went in, and found the old wo-
man dead on the floor, with a pair

of fcales and a piece of cheefe

lying by her. She had a large

wound on the right fide of her

head, a little above her ear, by
which the fkull was beat in

;

three more on her forehead, a ftab

in her throat, which penetrated

into the cavity of her lungs ; and

another large wound that went

under her fhoulder-bone. About
nine o'clock on Tuefday evening

one Sarah Collins, a girl about

thirteen
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thirteen years old, was fent by her

mother to Stirling's, who, feeing

a light, called at her door feveral

times, and was anfwered by a voice,

which fhe took to be a man's,

* Bridget is gone to bed.' The
coroner's inqneft brought in their

verdicl wilful murder by fome per-

fon or perfons unknown."
His majefty, in compaflion to

fuch manufacturers and people in

trade, as, by the length of court-

mournings, are, in this time of ge-

neral fcarcity and dearnefs of pro-

vilions, deprived, in a great mea-
fure, of the means of getting bread,

hath been pleafed to give direc-

tions for fhortening all fuch mourn-
ings for the future : and the lord-

chamberlain's orders for court-

mournings will be iflued hereafter

conformably thereto.

A chapter of the molt, noble

order of the garter having been

fummoned to meet this day, his

royal highnefs Henry duke of Cum-
berland was, by his majefty 's com-
mand, declared duly ele&ed ; and
was inverted with the enfigns of
the order, with the ufual cere-

mony.
By a lift of the abfentees from

Ireland, lately published there, it

appears, that there is paid annu-
ally,

To penfioners who
never refide there,

Noblemen and gen-
tlemen of great ef-

tates, who generally

live abroad, -

Occafional abfentees,

Thofe who have em-
ployments and ne-

ver refide, -

Merchants and traders

Education of youth,

and at inns of court,

Law-fuits, and feek-

ing employments,
By military abfentees,

and articles relat-

ing to the army, re-

cruaing, &c.

Adventurers to Ame-
rica,

Infurance of Ihips, -

By rents raifed by ab-

fent lords, for coals

to England and
Scotland, and vari-

ous other articles,

[t6t

l
35,coo o

19,000 o

142,205 14

40 oco
30,000

200,000 O

£.1,069,382 14

70,275

24 7,400

134*500

expences,

Vol. X.

143,000

8,000

A fevere froft fet in from the
E. S. E. which was followed by a
deep fnow, by which the naviga-
tion of the river Thames has been
obftrufted, and the pofts retarded
all over the kingdom.

At a meeting of the corporation

of Windfor, it was unanimouflv
agreed, to prefent the dukes of
Gloucefter and Cumberland with
the freedom of that ancient borough.

A letter from Vienna fays, Our
court hath received from that of
Madrid, fome difpatches relatiito

to the choice which the catho-

lic king was defired to make of
one of the a rchdutche fie s to be
queeu of Naples; this choice hath

fallen on the archdutchefs Caro-
line, who is a year and fome
months younger than the late

archdutchefs Jofepha was. The
formality of demanding her royal

highnefs in marriage for his Sici-

lian majefty has juft been made,
and the portrait of that monarch
hath been prefented to the prin-

cefs. The departure of the prin-

ts cef$
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cefs for Italy will take place towards

the fpring, as foon as the public

roads fhall be paffable.

_ , A fire broke out next a

^ " cabinet-maker's in Hour.df-

ditch, which confumed that houf-,

a large Hock of timber, new fur-

niture, &C. and alfo two other dwel-

ling - houfes adjoining, with many
outhoufes, workfhops, and ware-

houles. Among the goods con-

fumed was 1,000 1. worth of furni-

ture, juft finifhed for Mr. David
Barclay, and intended to have been

carried home in a few days. It is

remarkable that a fire broke out the

fame day at the laid Mr. Barclay's

ftables at Hackney, and deftroyed

two fine hunters, with three or four

other horfes.

, His majefty having been
3 ' gracioufly pleafed to fignify

his intention of filling up the va-

cant flail of the principal compa-
nion of the mod hon. military order

of the Bath, in the room of his late

royal highnefs the duke of Cumber-
land :

This day feveral of the offi-

cers of the order attended at St.

James's.

The fovereign wearing the rib-

bon, with the fymboi of the order

pendant to it, Henry Hill, Efq;

gentleman ufher, bearing the fear-

let rod, and habited in the mantle

of the order, and Samuel Horfey,

Efq; Bath King of arms, in his

mantle, bearing on a cufhion the

ribbon, with the badge of the or-

der, preceded his royal highnefs

prince Frederick, fupported by
the earls of Cholmor.dley and
Breadalbane, the two fenior knights

of the order, a gentleman ufher,

daily waiter, carrying the fword of

fbte. The fword being delivered

by the earl of Breadalbane to tire

fovereign, his royal highnefs,

kneeling, was knighted : then the

carl of Cholmondley, having re-

ceived the ribbon from Bath king

of arms, prefented it to the fove-

reign, who put the ribbon over

his roya! highnefs's right fhoulder :

after which his royal highnefs khTed

his majefty's hand ; and, rifing up,

retired.

The ceremony was performed

after the levee, in his majefty's

clofet, feveral great officers of the

court being prefent.

His majefty has been gracioufly

pleaftd, in confideration of the

tender years of his royal highnefs

prince Frederick, to grant a dif-

penfation under his royal fign-

manual, and feal of the order, de-

claring it to be his royal pleafure,

that the conferring the degree of

knighthood by the fword of ftate,

fhall be fufficient to inveft his royal

highnefs fully and effectually with

this order, in as ample manner as

if his royal highnefs had perfonally

performed all the accuftomed fo-

lemnities. [Gazette.]

As the hon. Mifs Finch, daughter

of lady Charlotte Finch, was fitting

in her apartments at St. James's, a

fpark from the grate fet Ire to her

apron, which in an inftant burftinto

a flame. Her cries having alarmed

the fervants, it was happily extin-

guifhed juft time enough to fave her

life.

The froft was fo fevere in the

weft of England, that a carpenter,

at work for Mr. Robbins, of Did-

barton in Gloucefterfhire, having

put a key into his mouth, loft the

fkin of his lips by taking it out

again. The cold at Hudfon's Bay,

and in Greenland, is fo fevere at

certain
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certain feafons, that cold iron has

the effect of red-hot iron on the

hand that touches it.

A letter from Rome obferves,

that all the difallrous events, that

can affect the church, feem to be

united under the preler.t Pope. In

France, Spain, Portugal, and
Naples, the Jefuits are expelled.

In Poland, where the church is

pofleffed of great eftates, they

talk of re -uniting them to the

government. The nobility of the

kingdom, though Roman Catho-
lics, yet alarmed at the too great

power of the clergy, are come, it

is faid, into the propofal ; to

which is added, that the pri-

mate himfelf is not far from be-

ing of the fame way of think-

ing.

The faculty of Theology at Paris

have printed their decree of cen-

fure on the book of Belifarius.

It forms a volume of 123 pages
in 410, in Latin and French. The
faculty, who thereby immortalize

that which they would profcribe,

have confined themfelves to fifteen

propofuions extracted from the fif-

teenth chapter of Monf. de Mar-
montel's work, inftead of thirty-

feven, which their commiflioners

had at firft defigned to condemn.
They write from Warfaw, of

the 2 1 ft pall, that the great .affair

of the Diffidents was entirely con-

cluded and figned to their advan-
tage. They and the Greeks are

to have a church in this capital,

temples and ichools in all the dif-

tricts of the provinces of the king-
dom, and of the great dutchy of
Lithuania ; on condition that, if

they have a mind to build any in

the towns, they mall be obliged
to obtain leave for that purpofe
from the king: the nobles, how-

ever, fha!l be at liberty to grant

them the fame favour in their re-

fpective territories. Further, the

Diffidents and difunited may make
ufe of bells and organs, adminifter

baptifn, marry and bury, accord-

ing to their own form, without the

leait obitacle.

The amb.iffador from the repub-

lic of Venice at Rome has received

the following account of the in-

furrection in Dalmatia : ' In the

province of Montenero, which is

tributary to the grand fignior, and

which borders upon the Venetian

Dalmatia, a foreignar, who has

gone by the name of Stefano, and

fur lome time exercifed the pro-

feffion of a phyiician in that pro-

vince, has publicly declared him-

felf to be the Czar Peter III. pre-

tending that the report of his

death was defignedly fpread at the

time, but that he had found means
to efcape from his priibn. Under
favour of this name, and feconded,

by the Caloyers, fchifmatic Greek
monks, who have great influence

over the inhabitants, he has got

himfelf publicly acknowledged for

the Czar, not only by the people,

but likewife by the bifhop and all

the other orders; fo that he is al-

ready at the head of fome- thcuf-ini

foldiers. It is reckoned, that in

the province of Montenero there

are 30,000 men able to bear arms

;

and his iituation is very advanta-

geous, becaufe he is inclofed by in-

acceffible mountains. Tae peo-

ple there are extremely attached

to the name of Mofcovne, as well

on account of the conformity of

their religion, as becaufe the fove-

reigns of Rufiia have always em-

ployed the neceffary means to

maintain a great influence arr

them. The pretended Peter III.

[L] z *
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>
; d to be a man of fpirit, a fine

figure, and feems to abound in

money, which he diftributes with

profuiion to his foldiers. It is

added, that the republic of Venice,

fearing the confequences of this

enterpri/.e, has fent orders for the

immediate march of all the infan-

try and other troops from Dalmatia
to Cataro, a town of that province,

which is not above a mile from

iMontenero."

Within thefe few years a fet of

people have been discovered in

Denmark, feized with a dilorder

of mifld that is extremely danger-

ous to fociety. This is an ima-

gii ation, that, by committing

premeditated murder, and being

afterwards condemned to die for it,

they are the better able, by pub-

lic marks of repentance and con-

verfion, as they go to the fcafJold,

to prepare themfelves for death,

and work out their own falvaiion.

A little while ago, one of thefe

wretches murdered a child out of

the fame principle. In order, how-

ever, to take from thefe wretches

all hope of obtaining- their end,

and. to extirpate the evil, the king

has iiTued an ordinance, by whicn.

his majrily forbids the punfihing

them with death ; and enacls, that

they (hall be branded in the fore-

head with an hot iron, ar.d whip-

ped; that they lhall afterwards be

confined, for the reft of their days,

in an houfe of correction, in order

to be kept there to hard labour

;

and la illy, that every year, on che

day of their crime, they (hall be

whipped anew in public.—Ano-
ther mark of his Danilh majefty's

paternal gcodnefs to his fubjects

nag appeared in the encouragement

and protection extended to the fo-

ciety of artifts lately effobliJhed at

Copenhagen, to which he has or-

dered a yearly penfion of 10,000
crowns to be iffued from the royal

treafury, to be applied in fuppcrt-

ing the neceflitous, and in rewarding

thofe who dillinguifh themfelves by

their merit.

A pamphlet has lately been pub-

lifhed at Paris, in favour of the

Jews, in which the author has

{hewn the eminent advantages

which every nation reaps in its

commerce in the encouragement
and protection of that people. It

is written with a view to obtain

a religious toleration for that peo-

ple; but it is doubted whether the

enthufiafm of the country will fuf-

fer fuch arguments to have any
weight.

The honourable Mr. Montagu,
the celebrated traveller, who has

lately entertained the learned with

his journey to the Written Moun-
tains, is now vifiting the Turkifti

dominions. He was received with

uncommon refpeft at Conftantino-

ple, after traversing Salonica, and

jg the iflands in the Archipe-

lago. Much may be expe&cd from

the indefatigable refearches of this

extraordinary perfonage, of whom
the ingenious Mr. Samuel Sharp,

in his letters from Italy, gives this

account—" One of the mod cu-

rious fights amongft the curiofities

of Venice, was the fame -s Mr.
Montagu. He was juft arrived

from the Eaft. lie had travelled

through the Holy Land, Egypt,

Armenia, Sec. with the Old and

New Teftament in his hands. He
had viiited Mount Sinai, and flat-

tered hirnfelf he had been on the

very part of the rock where Mofes
fpake face to face with God Al-

mighty. His beard reached down
to his breait, and the drefs of his

htad
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head was Armenian. He was in

the moil enthufiaflic raptures with

Arabia, and the Arabs. His bed

was the ground; his food rice;

his beverage water; his luxury a

pipe and coffee. His purpofe was

to return once more among that

virtuous people." &c.

By authentic accounts from

Rome, the Jefuits continue to en-

ter into the ecclefiaftical ftate on

all parts, both by land and fea.

A general diforder of a cold, with

violent pains in the head, and a

fore throat, prevails in fome part

ofltaly.

The pope feems to be inconfola-

ble on account of the univerfal dif-

grace of the Jefuits. He has pro-

hibited public fp^clacles and the

ufual diverfions of the Carnival,

and has ordered the prayers which

are ufually read in times of afflic-

tion and diftrefs. A memorial has

been delivered to the foreign mini-

fters, wherein the pope complains,
**, That the king of Naples has vio-

lated, in the firif. place, the divine

right, by the manner in which his

foldiers entered into holy places,

and by the fequeflration of the ec-

clefiaflical revenues, without con-

fulting the bilhops : 2dly, The
right of mankind, by forcibly de-

pofing part of his fubjedis in the

dominions of his holinefs, and by
marching his troops into a country

which was not his own : and, 3dly,

The right of good neighbourhood,

in not communicating his defign

to the pope, both as the head of
the church, and as a temporal

prince, who has the lupreme fove-

reignty over Naples." The fo-

reign minifters have promifed to

fend this memorial to their refpec-

tive courts.

They write from Warfaw, that

it froze fo hard the beginning of

this (month that the Vistula was
frozen over, and people rode over
it the 7th inftant on horfeback ;

but a florm aroie the day before

yellerday, which the night follow-

ing broke up the ice, and great

rnifchief enfued. As foon as the

feafon will permit we fhall proceed

in our new buildings, which are

greatly increafed, and much want-
ed, on account of the great increafe

of inhabitants, owing to the encou-

ragement which the king gives for

promoting manufactures and trade.

Tnere are already upwards of 200
new houfes.

There is talk of a treaty of com-
merce, by which the Englifh are

to have the foie liberty of going to

load oil and wine with the Cor-
ficans. It is alfo faid, that Paoli

has made folicitation for engaging
the court of Turin to evacuate the

two fmall iflands, which it lately

took poffeffion of in the neigh-

bourhood of Corfica.

Mount Saiga, in Hungary, late-

ly buril into a flame, and fet fire

to a confiderable tract of country,

from which ifiues an intolerable

flench of fulphur.

The French have forbidden the

entrance of any Englifh .fhips into

the ports of Guadaloupe and Mar-
tinico, on any pretence whatfo-

ever.

The Spaniards have likewife for-

bidden Englifh fhips from lying mor»
than twenty -four hours at Monto
Chrifti; and have threatened th»

logwood cutters if they prefume to

fettle or cut logwood at Spirito

Santo.

A commifTary of war was dif-

patched from Baftia by count Mar-
boeuf, commander in chief of the

French troops in Corfica ; ahd

[IJ 3 wwn
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with this commiffary the nation

entered into articles of a neutrality

and fufpenfion of arrr.-, till the ex-

piring of the term of four years, as

.J upon between France and

Genoa, by the tre^y of 1764.

A fire having broke out at a drug-

gift's in Florence, h the 1

of the night, after confuming that

and the adjoining houfes, it reach-

ed one occupied by a man who
kept wild beafts for (hew, among

were two lions, a tyger,

and three bears ; thofe animals got

loofe, and ran through the city,

which refounded with the cries of

th; unhappy people who became

a prey to their fury. A hundred

men were ordered in purfuic of

them, and they were fo fortunate

as to kill two of the bears, one

lion, and the tygcr ; but the other

Jion and bear eicaped their vigi-

lance. As foon as day appeared,

were feen with horror the dreadful

ravage made by the fire, but itijl

more by thofe animals, upwards

of an hundred perior.s being kill-

ed, and a much greater number
wounded., before they could be de-

ft roye'-\

From the Bolton (New England)

^ .zette, at the top of which is

printed in Italicks, Save your mo-

ney, andyoufa<veyour country.

Boilon, Nov. 2. At a meeting

of the freeholders and other in-

habitants of the town of Bofton,

legally aiTerabled at Faneuil-hall,

on Wednefday the 28th of Octo-

ber, 1767 (the hon. James Ottis,

Efq; moderator) a written addrefs

to the inhabitants, fubferibed Philo

Fatria?, recommending ceconomy
and manufactures, was, by their

order, read

:

The town then took into con-

sideration the Petition of a num-

ber of the inhabitanti. * That
fome effectual meafures might be
agreed upon to promote induf-

try, ceconomy, and manufactures;

thereby to prevent the unneceflary

importation of European commo-
dities ; which threaten the coun-

try with poverty and ruin :' where-
upon, in a very large and full

meeting, the following votes and

refolutions were paffed unanimouf-

Whereas the exceffive ufe of fo-

reign fuperfluities is the chief

caufc of the prefent diftrefled ftate

of this town, as it is thereby drain-

ed of its money ; which misfor-

tune is likely to be increafed by
means of the late additional bur-

thens and impofitions on the trade

of the provinre, which threaten

the' country with poverty and

ruin :

Therefore voted, that this town
will take all prudent and legal

meafures to encourage the pro-

duce and manufactures of this

province, and to lefi'en the ufe of

fuperfluities, and particularly the

following enumerated articles im-

ported from , abroad, viz. loaf-

iugar, cordage, anchors, coachej,

chaifes, and carriages of all forts,

horfe-furniture, men and women's
hats, men's and women's apparel

ready made, houfhold furniture,

gloves, men's and women's fhoes,

fole-Ieather, fheathing and deck
nails, gold and filver and thread

lace of all fons, gold and filver

buttons, wrought plate of all

fortsi diamonds, 'ftone and pafie

fnuff, muftard, clocks and
watches, filverfmiths and jewel-

lers ware, bread cloths that coil

above 10 s. per yard, muifi, furs,

and tippers, and aii forts of mil-

linery ware, flarch, women's and
ch.ld-
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children's flays, fire-engines, china

ware filk and cotton velvets,

gauze, pewterers hollow-ware,

linfeed oil, glue, lawns, cam-
biicks, filks of all kinds for gar-

ments, malt-liquors, and cheefe.

And that a fubfcription for this

end be and hereby is recommended
to the feveral inhabitants and
houfholders of the town; and that

John Rowc, Efq; Mr. William
Greenleafe, Melatiah Bourne, Efq;

Mr. Samuel Auftin, Mr. Edward
Payne, Mr. Edmund Quincy, Ter-
tius John Ruddock, Efq; Jona-
than Williams, Efq; Jofhua Hen-
ihaw, Efq; Mr. Henderfon Inches,

Mr. Solomon Davis, Jofhua Win-
flow, Efq; and Thomas Cufhine,

Efq; be a committee to prepare

a form for fubfcription, to report

the fame as foon as poffible ; and
alfo to procure fubfcriptions to the

fame.

And whereas it is the opinion

of this town, that divers new ma-
nufactures may be fet up in Ame-
rica, to its great advantage, and
fome others carried to a greater

extent, particularly thofe of glafs

and paper

:

Therefore voted, that this town
will, by all prudent ways and
means, encourage the ufe and con-

fumption of glafs and paper made
in any of the Britifh American co-

lonies, and more efpecially in this

province.

Then the meeting adjourned till

three o'clock in the afternoon;
when the committee, appointed in

the forenoon to prepare a form for

fubfcription, reported as follows

:

Whereas this province labours
under a heavy debt, incurred in

the courfe of the late war; and the

inhabitants by this means muft be

for fome time fubject to very bur-

thenfome taxes : and as our trade

has for fome years been on the de-
cline, and is now particularly un-
der great embarraflments, and bur-
thened with heavy impofitions, our
medium very fcarce, and the ba-
lance of trade greatly againft this

country

:

We therefore, the fubfcribers,

being
(

fenfible that it is abfolutely

neceifary, in order to extricate us

out of thefe embarrafled and dif-

treffed circumftances, to promote
induilry, ceconomy, and manu-
factures among ourfelvcs, and by
this means prevent the unneceffary

importation of European commo-
dities, the exceffive ufe of which
threatens the country with pover'y

and ruin, do promife and engage,
to and with each other, that we
will encourage the ufe and con-
fumption of ail articles manufac-
tured in any of the Britifh Ame-
rican colonies, and more efpecial-

ly in this province ; and that we
will not, from and after the 31ft

of December next enfuing, pur-
chafe any of theTollowing articles

imported from abroad, viz. loaf-

fugar, and all the other articles

enumerated above.

And wc further agree, ftrictly

to adhere to the late regulation re-

flecting funerals, and will not ufe

any gloves but what are manu-
factured here, nor procure any new
garments, upon fuch an occafion,

but what fhall be abfolutely necef-

fary.

The above report having been
confidered, the queftion was put,

whether the fame fhall be accept-

ed I Voted unanimoufly in the af-

firmative.

The reprefentatives of the town
[L] 4 hav«
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Jiave made humble application to

his excellency the governor, that he

will convene the general aflembly

as foon as may be.

William Cooper, Town-Clerk.
Married lately, Mr. Chriftian

Weill eis, jeweller, in Weft-ftreer,

Seven-Dials, aged 40, to Mrs. Su-

fannah Newbury, or Monmouth-
ftreet, aged 89.

Mr. William Robinfon, furvey-

or to the city hofpitals, who died

lately, has left to Chrilt's hof-

pital 2,000 1. to St. Bartholomew's

hofpital 2,000 1. to Bethlem hof-

pital 2,000 1, to St. Luke's hof-

pital 2,000 1. to the city of London
lying-in-hofpital in Aldcrfgate-

llreeL 2,000 1. and to Raine's hof-

pital, for t.,e apprenticing of girls,

2,000 1. as alfo 200 1. to the charity-

fchool of Bread- itreet and Cord-

wainers ward, for which he alfo in

his life-time built a fchool-houfe,

which co ft him upwards of

1,000 1.

Died at Groningen, in Holland,

Abel Gerbrands, a wheelwright, ae

the age of 1 18 years, two months,

and ten days.

Mr. Simon Gilliwray, at St.

Kilda, in the 113th year of his

age, who never was out of the

ifiand.

At Poplar, Mrs. Mary Thomas,
aged 1 ©2 years.

In Ireland, Darby Neale, aged

1
1 7 years.

Thomas Probyn, of Coninfbury

hofpital in Hereford, aged 103
y^art.

Margaret Edwards, of Beftiefh,

in Montgomerylhire, aged 118

years.

Mr. William Mafiinger, formerly

a coachmaker in Gray's -inn-lane,

aged 102 years.

A general bill of all the chriften-

ings and burials from December
16, 1766, to December 15,

1767.

Chriftened. Buried.

Males 8,211 Males 11,306
Females 7,769 Females 1 1,306

In all 15,980 In all 22,612

Increafed in the burials this year,

1,299.

Died under two years of age 7,66s

Between 2 and 5 1,821

5 and 10 765
10 and 20 787
20 and 30 1,899
30 and 40 2,145
40 and 50 2,376

50 and 60 1,858

60 and 70 1,669

70 and 80 1,083
80 and 90 476
90 and 100 60

101 1

102 1

103 2

105 1

22.012

Supplement to the bills of births, c5V.

for the year 1766, at the end of cur

Chroniclefor laji year.

The number of deaths at Ve-
nice, from the 28th of Feb. 1766
to the 28th of February this year,

was 5 171; and that of births 4984;
fo that the deaths exceeded the

births by 1^7. The foundling

children brought to the hofpital of

piety, during the fame term, amount-

ed to 204.

mil*
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Bills of births, &c. for the year

1767.

Paris. Born 19,749. Deaths

19,875. Increafed in births this

year 976. Increafed in deaths 181.

Amilerdam. Births 4,90s.

Deaths 6,999. Increafed in the

births 361. Decreafed in the deaths

2 7 2 - ....
Copenhagen. Births in this city

amounted to 2,957; the deaths to

3,361, and the marriages to 909.

In the dutchy of Schiefwig, the

births were 6,971, and the deaths

6,384. In the dutchy cf Holitein,

the births were 4,771, and the

deaths 3,736.
Turin. Born in this city 1,548

boys, and 1,408 girls, in all 21,156 :

and the number of deaths was

5,980, viz. 935 men, 886 women,

1,169 boys, and 2,990 girls. The
number of inhabitants in the city,

fuburbs, and territory of Turin,

was computed to be 79,818; of
whom 41,807 were men and boys,

and 38,01 1 of the other fex.

Brunfwick. Births 1,241. Deaths

1,022.

Births, marriages, and burials

in the city of Durham, for 1767,
were as follow : Chriflenings,

males 77, females 72, in all 149.
Marriages 65. Buried, raales jq,
females 76, in all 155.

At Whitby, lall year, there were
chrillened 298, buried 177, and
married 55.

In the city of Chefter, lafr. year,

there were 351 chriflenings, 143
marriages, and 367 burials. De-
creafed in chriflenings, 18. In-

creafed in burials, 17. Decreafed
in marriages, 10.

Stockholm. According to a cal-

culation made in 1 760, and lately

published, there were then in this

kingdom 1,127,938 men and boys,
and 1,255,175 women and girls;
in all 2,313,123 perfuns. The num-
ber of noblemen was 10,045. The
clergy, with the fchools and colle-
ges, amounted to 4,488, or includ-
ing their wi ves and children, 1 8,

1 97.And the number of thofe who had a
right of freedom in cities and towns,
was 162,888. It appeared there
had been an increafe of 2,773 inha-
bitants iince the year 1758.

BIRTHS for the year 1767.

Jan. 14. Great Dutchefs of Tuf-
cany, of a princefs.

16. Lady Bellafyfe, of a
daughter,

Countefs of Harborough,
of a fon.

23. Countefs of Suffolk, of a
daughter.

Lady Catharine Dubois,
daughter to the late

earl of Anglefea, of a
fon.

Lady of the bifhop of
St. David's, of a daugh-
ter.

Feb. 6. Countefs of Shannon, of
a daughter.

Lady of Sir Edw. Swin-
burn, of Capheaton,
Bart, of her fifth fon. '

Lady Halkerton, wife to

the Hon. Anthony
Browne, of a daugh-
ter.

24. Countefs of Bucking-
ham (hire of a dau»h-
ter. *

March 7. Lady Lambton of a fon.

Lady of Sir G. Robinfon,

Bart, of a fon.

22. Lady
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22. Lady Grofvenor of a fon

and heir.

April I. Lady Elizabeth Wemyfs,
of a fon.

3. Lady Vifcountefs Hin-
chingbrook, of a fon.

j 1. Lady Garlies of a daugh-
ter.

Countefs of Donegal, of
a daughter.

Lady of Sir James Cald-

wel, Bart, of a fon.

Miy 5. Lady of the Hon. and
Rev. Mr. Digby, of a

daughter.

13, Countefs of Errol, of a

fon and heir.

Lady of Sir Thomas
Bingham, of a fon.

24. Countefs of Dundonald,
of a fon.

51. Lady of Lord Willough-
by -de - Brooke, of a
daughter.

Princefs of Brazil, of a
prince.

June 7. Lady Vifcountefs Clan-

williairijof a daughter.

I5. Lady of Sir Gervas Clif-

ton, Bart, of a fon.

Lady Mary Walker, of a
daughter.

Lat:!»ei
r
s of Atholl, of a

fon.

22. Lady of Sir Thomas
Broughton, of a fon.

Lady of Sir Brooke
Bridges, of a fon.

July 7. Lady of Sir George Ar-
mitage, of a daughter.

13. Lady of the Hon. Col.

Fitzroy, of a daughter.

Lady of the Bifhop of
Elphin, in Ireland, of a

fon.

Countefs of Darnley, in

Ireland, of a fon.

24. Lady of Lord Vifcount

Weyniouth,of a daugh-
ter.

Aug. 3. Lady of Sir John Webb,
of a fon.

20. The Right Hon. the

Marchionefs of Ta-
villock, of a fon.

Lady of the Earl of

Louth, in Ireland, of
a daughter.

Lady of Lord George
Sackvilie, of a fon and
heir.

Sept. 23. Lady of Lord Forbes, of
a fon.

Lady of Sir Wen, Oglan-
der, of a fon.

061. 4. Lady of Sir Jacob Wolfe,
of a daughter.

16. Lady of Sir Digby Le-
gard, of a fon.

Lady of Lord Clifford, of

a fon.

21. Lady of the Earl of
Cork and Orrery, of a
fon.

Lady Afhbroke, of a

fon.

Lady of Lord Archibald

Hamilton, of a fon and
heir.

Lately, the Lady of Sir

Walter Blount, of a fon

and heir.

28. Princefs Louifa, filter

to the King of Den-
mark, and confort of

Prince Charles of

Hefle Caffel, of a prin-

cefs.

Nov. 2. Her Majefty delivered of

a prince.

3. The Lady of the Hon.
Mr. Fox, of a daugh-

ter, at Lord Holland's

hcufe in Piccadilly.

Lady
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Lately,

Lady Caroline Edwards,
of three fons.

Lady of the Hon. Ed-
ward Bouverie, of a

fon.

Dec. 4. Countefs of Egmont, of March 3

a daughter.

Countefs of Dartmouth,
of a fon.

12. Dutchefs of Beaufort, of
a fon.

18. Countefs of Portfmouth,

of a ion. 20.

Lady of the Right Hon.
Lord Howe, of a

daughter.

Countefs of Ancram,
of a daughter.

Marchionefs of Lothian, April 2.

of a daughter.

Countefs of Selkirk, of 16.

a fon.

Dutchefs of Leinfter, of
a fon.

30. Lady Vifcountefs Townf- May 10.

hend, of a fon, at the

Cattle of Dublin.

Lady Molyneaux, in

Dublin, of a fon.

£8.

MARRIAGES, 1767.

Jan. 1. Col. Ligonier, nephew
of Earl Ligonier, to

Mifs Pitt, daughter to

George Pict, Efq;

EmbafTador at Turin.
Feb. 25. The Earl of Strath-

more, to Mifs Bowes
of Durham, the rich-

er!: heirefs in Europe;
her,prefent fortune is

one million and for-

ty thoufaHd pounds

;

3°-

June 1.

«+'

befides a great join-

ture on the death of
her mother, and a
large efiate on the de-
mife of an uncle.

• The Earl of Eflex, to
Mifs Bladon.

Hon. John Byng, fon
of the late Lord Tor-
rington, to the eldeft

daughter of Capt.
Forrett of the Navy.

Duke of Buceieugh, to
. Lady Betty Monta-

gue.

Sir Jeffery Amherft, to

Mifs Cary, daughter
to Gen. Cary.

Sir John Eden, Bart, to

Mifs Johnfon.

Earl of Barrymore, to

Lady Amelia Stan-

hope, daughter to the

Earl of Harrington.

The Tiarl of Anglefea,

to the Hon. Mifs Lyt-
telton, only daugh-
ter of Lord Lyttel-

ton.

Lord Burgherfh, eldeft

fon to the Earl of
Weftmoreland, to La-
dy Sufan Gordon.

Sir Charles Cope, Bart,

to Mifs Bifhop, daugh-
ter of Sir Cecil Bi-

fhop.

The Hon. Wm. Craven,

nephew to Lord Cra-
ven, to Lady Betty

Berkeley, fitter to the

Earl ofBerkeley.

The Right Hon. Lord
Wakham, to Mifs
Coe.

T e Hon, Mr. Damer,
eldeft fon ofLord Mil-

ton,
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ton, to Mifs Conway,
daughter of the Right
Hon. Henry Seymour
Conway, Efq.

The Earl of Hopetown,
to Lady Betty Leflie,

17. Right Hon. Lord Wil-
liam Seymour, bro-

ther to the Duke of
Somerfet, to Mifs

Maltravers.

July 6. His Excellency Count
Bruhl, Minifter ex-

traordinary from the

Eledor of Saxony, to

the Countefs Dowager
of Egremont.

la. Duke of Chandos, to

Mifs Major, daughter

to Sir John Major.

Earl of Thanet, to the

Hon. Mifs Polly Sack-

ville, daughter to Lord
John.

24. The Princefs LouifaWil-

helmina of Branden-
burgh, to the reign-

ing Prince of Anhalt *

Deffau.

27. The Earl of Dalhoufie,

to Mifs Glen.

Charles Howard, Efq;

prefumptive heir to

the Duke of Norfolk,

to Mifs Coppinger.

Sept. 1. Ralph Payne, Efq; to

Mademoifelle Kobel,

daughter of the late

General. She came
to England with the

Princels Poniatowfky,

Siller to the King of

Poland.

2. Lord Adam Gordon,

to the Dutchefs Dow-
ager of Athol.

18. William Clayton, Efq;

to Lady Fermor, fil-

ter to the Earl of
Pom fret.

Ocl. 4. The Prince of Orange,
at Berlin, to the Prin-
cefs of Prufiia.

6. Lord Vifcount Palmer-
fion, to Mifs Poole,

daughter of the late

Sir Francis Poole.

9. The Earl of Harbo-
rough, to Mifs Cave,
eldefr. daughter of Sir

Thomas Cave.

18. The Duke of Gordon,
to Mifs Jane Maxwell.

Dec. 12. Hon. Henry Tracy, bro-

ther to Lord Tracy, to

Mifs Weaver.

Principal PROMOTIONS for

the year 1766, from the London
Gazette, Sec.

Jan. 13. Thomas Champneys,
of Orchardly, in Somerlecftrire, v

Efq; and his heirs male, the dignity

of a Baronet.

— 17. Richard Stonehewer,

Efq; a Commiffioner of Excife, in

the room of William Cayley, Efq;

deceafed.

Feb. 7. Rev. and Hon. Frede-

rick Hervey, to the Bifliopric of
Cloyne, in Ireland.

March 14. Edward Baker, Efq;

Conful General at Tripoli.

— 24. The Marquis of Lorn,

Commander in chief of the forces,

&c. in Scotland, in the room of
Lieutenant General Lord George
Beauclerc. — James Burnet, of

Montboddo, Efq; a Lord of Coun-
cil and Sefiion in Scotland, in the

room of Lord Milton, deceafed.

—Hon. Robert Walpole, Secreta-

ry to the extraordinary embafly to

the
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the court of Spain, in the room of

Lord Cardrofs, who refigns.

April 16. Sir Laurence Dundas,

Vice Admiral of Shetland and Ork-

ney ;—John Elliot, Efq; Vice Ad-

miral of Weft Florida.

May 9. The Duke of Bolton,

Vice Admiral of the Ifle of Wight.

June 9. JohnHort, Efq; CoufuU
General at Lifbon.

— 27. Ralph Foley, Efq; of

Thorplee, and his heirs male, the

digniry of a Baronet.

July 28. John Powel and George

John Cooke, Efqrs. to be Joint-

Agents and Solicitors to all the

regiments and independent com-

panies of invalids.

Auguft 12. Right Hon. Lord
Vifcount Townfhend, to be Lord
Lieutenant of Ireland.

— 18. Right Hon. Carolina

Campbell, Countefs of Dalkeith,

the dignity of a Baronefs, by the

title of Baronefs of Greenwich,

with fucceflion and the dignity of

Baron to her heirs male by the

Right Hon. Charles Townfhend,
Efq.—Lord Howth, of the king-

dom of Ireland, and his heirs male,

the dignity of Vifcount St. Law-
rence, and Earl of Howth.—Charles

Baron of Coloony, and his heirs

male, the dignity of an Earl of the

kingdom of Ireland, by the title

of Earl of Belmont.—Conllantine

Phipps, Efq; and his heirs male,

the dignity of a Bsron of the faid

kingdom, by the title of Baron Mul-
grave of New Rofs, in the county of
Wexford.
— 28. Mr. Lowndes, fon to

Charles Lowndes, Efq; of the trea-

fury, a Commiffioncr of Excife, in

the room of Sir Henry Poole, de-
ceafed.—Thomas Bradfhaw, Efq;
Secretary of the Treafu.-y, in the

room of Charles Lowndes, Efq;

who refigns. — Lord Frederick
Campbell, Secretary to the Lord
Lieutenant of Ireland.—Mr. Bow-
den, Mafter of the Horfe.—Tho-
mas Smith, Efq; Deputy Ufhcr of
the Black Rod to the Houfe of
Lords in Ireland.—Right Rev. and
Hon. Dr. Hervey, Bifhop of Cloyne,
and Arthur Upton, Efq; Privy
Counfellors in Ireland.— William
Davis, one of the four principal

Clerks of the Treafury, in the
room of Thomas Bradfhaw.

—

Richard Hopkins, Efq; Clerk of
the Green Cloth, in the room of
Sir John Evelyn, deceafed.

—

Southwell, Efq; Deputy
Judge Advocate, CommifFary of
Multers, and Receiver- General of
the iftand of Minorca.—John Ran-
dolph, Efq; Attorney - General of
Virginia.— William Blair, Efq;
Clerk of the Privy Council, in the

room of William Sharpe, de-
ceafed.

Sept. 8. John Hort, Efq; of
Caftle-Strange, Middlesex, and his

heirs male, to the dignity of a Ba-
ronet. — William Burton, John.

Wyndham Bowyer, David Papil-

lon, George Lewis Scott, Thomas
Bowlby, Richard Bagot, George
Quarme, and Richard Stonehewer,
together with Anthony Lucas, Efq;

Commiffioners for the management
and receipt of his Majefty's revenue

of Excife, and other Duties.—Hen-
ry Hutton, John Temple, William
Burch, Charles Paxton, and John
Robinfon, Efqrs. Commiffioners for

the receipt and management of his

Majefty's Cuftoms and other Du-
ties in America.—James Porter,

Efq; Comptroller on the caihier cf
the accounts of the Cuftoms and
other Duties in America.—Charles
Stuart, Efq; Cafhier and Pay-maf-
tcr of his Majefty's revenues of

Cuftoms
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Cuftoms and other Duties in A-
merica. — Philip Sharpe, Efq;

Keeper of the Privy Council Re-

cords.

Sept. 12. Right H. William Lord
Mansfield, Chief Juflice of his Ma-
jefty's Court of King's Bench, Chan-
cellor of his Majelty's Exchequer,

in the room of Charles Tovvnfhend,

Efq; deceafed.

— 19. Peter Dennis, of Black-

manftone, in Romney Marfli, Kent,

and his heirs male, the dignity of a

Baronet.

Oft. 2. Stephen Cottrcl, Efq;

one of the Clerks in ordinary to the

Privy Council.

— 15. Dr. Markham, Dean of

Chrift Church, Oxford, in the

room of Dr. Gregory, deceafed.

—Dr. Newcome, Dean of Rochcf-

ter, in the room of Dr. Markham.
—The Bifhop of Sodor and Man,
to the Mafterfhip of Sherborn hof-

pital, Durham, worth 800 1. a-

year.

OcL 24. Sir William Burnaby,

Rear Admiral of the Red, and his

heirs male, the dignity of a Ba-

ronet.— Edward Young, Chriftc-

pher Rigby, John Frenchard, Tho-
mas Wyndham, Daniel Bull, George
Blount, and Edward Tucker,

Efqrs. Commiflioners of Taxes.—
His Royal Highnefs the Duke of

Glouceller, Keeper of Cranburn

Chace, Lodge, Sec. in the room of

the Duke of York.—Sir George
Macartney, Ambaflador extraor-

dinary and Plenipotentiary to the

Court of Ruffia.— James Hewitt,

Efq; a Juflice of the King's Bench,

Lord Chancellor of Ireland, in the

room of John Baron Bowes, de-

ceafed ; alfo Baron LifFord, of

Lifford, in the county of Donnt-
gal.

Nov. 28. Thomas Shirley, Efq;

Governor of the Bahama iflands.

Dec. 1. Lord North, Chancellor

of the Exchequer, and a Lord of

the Treafury.

— 5. Thomas Townfhend, jun.

Efq; Joint Paymafter of the forces,

in the room of Lord North.

— 23. Granville, Earl Gower,
Lord Prefident of the Council, in

the room of the Earl of Northing-

ton. — Thomas Townfhend and
George Onflow, Efqrs. fworn of
the Privy Council.— His Royal
Highnefs the Duke of Cumberland,
a Knight of the Garter.

DEATHS, 1767.

Jan. 4. At Rome, Cardinal Si-

monetti.

Marquis of Rochefoucault, at

Lyons, aged 89 years.

12. Lord Vifcount Mayo, of
the kingdom of Ireland, in Pall-

mall.

17. The Dutchefs Dowager of
Athol.

Hon. Mifs Maidand, grand-

daughter to the late Earl of Lau-
derdale.

Hon. Mr.'Bathurft, eldeft fon of

Lord Bathurft.

Lately, Right Hon. Lady Phi-

lippa Connel, filler of the late Earl

of Abercom.
Feb. 1. Right Hon. the Coun-

tefs of Harborough.

4. Right Hon. Countefs of Suf-

folk, daughter to Robert Lord Tre-
vor, in child-bed.

7. Hon. Edward Howard, Efq;

heir to the Duke of Norfolk.

10. Sir Robert Long, Bart.

Cardinal
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Cardinal Veronefe,. Bifhop of Pa-

dua, in the 82d year of his

William, Baron O'Kelly, gene-

ral of foot, at Vienna.

The Dutchefs of Fronfac, daugh-
ter-in-law to Marfhal Richelieu,

and niece to the Countefs of Guer-
chy.

Feb. 14. Lady of the late Sir

John Strickland, Bart.

Lady of the Right Hon. the Earl

of Fortrofe, and daughter to the

Earl of Harrington.

Lady Fortefcue, mother to Lord
Fortefcue.

Lately at Liverpool, Mrs. Sarah

Boteler, relict of Francis Boteler,

of St. Anne's Weitminfter, Efq;

defcended in the male line from the

ancient Dukes of Normandy, pro-

genitors of the Kings of England
for upwards of 700 years pail.

Marph 13. At Versailles, her

Royal Highnefs the Dauphinefs.

Her Highnefs was born at Drefden,

the 4th of November, 1 731, of

Frederick Auguftus III. King cf

Poland and Elector of Saxony, and
Alary Jofepha Benedict, Archdutch=
cfs of Auftria, eldeft daughter to

the Emperor Jofeph. She was mar-
ried, the 9th of November, i~47>
to Louis, Dauphin of France, who
died at Fontainebleau, the 20th of
December, 1765. By this prince

lhe has left five children, three fons

and two daughters.

22. The mod noble Fran-
cis Ruflel, Marquis of Taviftock,
only fon to his grace the Duke
of Bedford. His lordfhip was
born September 26, 1739, ar,<^

married Ladv Ann Keppel, filter to

the Earl of Albemarle, by whom he
has left two infant fons, and the

Marchionefs with child. His lord-
fhip's amiable qualities make him
Hnimfally lamented as a public

lofs ; and his death is the more to

be regretted, confidering the me-
lancholy accident which caufed it,

being as follows : On Tuefday the

loth inftant, his lordfhip being a
flag-hunting, leapt his horfe over a
low hedge towards the end of the

chace, when the horfe being much>
fatigued and jaded with the length
of the chace, fell with him, and
his lordfhip, not being able to quit

the reins, was trampled on, where-
by feveral fra;iures were made in

his head.

24. Hon. Mifs Harriet Monfon,
youngeft daughter of Lord Monfon.

Right Hon. Countefs of Mill-

town, in Ireland.

Right Hon. Eliz. Lady Willough-

by de Broke.

26. Hon. Charles Maitland,

youngeft fon to the Earl of Lau-
derdale.

The only fon of the Earl of
Shannon.

25. Sir Henry Edwards, Bart, at

Shrewftmry.

Lady of Sir James Livinglton,

Bsrt. in Scotland.

April 5. Lady of Sir Thomas
Gooch, Bart.

Charlotte Wilhelmina, born Prin-

cefs of Saxe Cobo.ng Saafield,

Countefs Dowager of Hanau.

13. Lady Mary Bertie, eldeft

daughter to the Duke of Ancafter.

Right Hon. Lord Vifcount Do-
neraile, at Bath.

16. Right Hon. Jane Dutchefs

"of Argyll. She was one of the

maids of honour to Queen Anne,
and Queen Caroline when Princefs

of Wales. Her grace had ifTue

five daughters, viz. Lady Caroline,

married hrfl to Francis Earl of D al-

keith, and fecondly to the Right
Hon. Charles Townfhend, the

prefent Chancellor of the Exche-
quer

;
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f]uer ; Lady Anne, married to Wil-

liam Earl of Stafford; Lady Jane,

who died in her 12th year; Lady
Betty, married to the Right Hon.
James Stewart Mackenzie, brother

to the Earl of Bute ; Lady Mary,
married to Edward Vifcount Coke,
heir apparent of Thomas Ear! of

Leiceiter, and to his mother Mar-
garet, Baronefs Clifford, who left

her a widow without iffue.

Right. Hon. William King, Baron

of Oakham in Si-rry.

23. Right Hon. Anth. Browne,

Lord Vilcount Montacute, aged 80

years.

Right Hon. Lady George Sut-

ton, wife to Lord George Sutton,

of Kelham Notts, third fon to the

Duke of Rutland.

Right Hon. Lord St. John, of

Bletibe, at Nice.

29. Sir John Morgan, Bart.

Lady Monckton, at Edinburgh.

Lady Dowager Frederick, in

Seville- Row.
May 5. Lady of. Sir Beliing-

ham Graham, Bart, in Yorkihire.

Lady Croft in Kenfington.

22. Lady Mary Lyon, filler to

the Earl of Strathmore.

At his houie in Red-lion-fquare,

the Right Hon. Philip Jacob, Ba-
ron de Soefdick Van Cloon, Lord
Rynfwick, formerly one of the

States of Holland.

Sir William Gage, Bart.

29. The Emprefs Confer: at

Vienna, of the fmall-pox: me was
filler to the Eleclor of Bavaria.

30. The Hon. Major Gen. John
Bofcawen, fecond brother to Lord
Falmouth.

June I. John Auguftus, Duke of
Saxony, fecond brother to the

reigning Duke. He was born

April 14, 174.5.

His Highnefs the reigning

prince of Hohenloe Kircheberg,

during divine fervice at the cathe-

dral of Anfpach, whilft a fermon
was preaching on this text, •* Re-
member man, thy latter end," was
feized with a paralytic fit, and died

inltantly.

10. Of the fmall-pox, greatly

lamented, Prince Henry Charles,

next brother to the Prince Royal

of Pruflia.

2r. Lady Vifcountefs Dowager
Blefiington in Ireland, aged 84
years.

Lately, Mr. de Hulfen, Lieut.

General of Infantry, knight of the

Black Eagle, and Governor of

Berlin.

The Right Hon. Lord Hope,
eldeft fon of the Earl of Hope-
town, he was aged 27, and lately

returned from America.

23. The Hon. Lieutenant Gen.
Thomas Brudenel, Governor of

Windier Caffle.

Sir John Evelyn, Bart.

Princefs Augufta Wilhelmina,

aunt to the reigning Prince of An-
halt Bernbourg.

Sir Charles Bond, Bart, at Beau-
maris in Anglefea.

July 1. ^Hcn. Col. John Mor-
daunt, brother to the Earl of Pe-

terborough.

5. James Earl of Moray, one of

the fixteen peers of Scotland.

The Countefs Dowager of

Glafgow.

8. Sir Henry Poole, Bart, one of

the Commiffioners of Excife.

12. Sir William Bowyer, Eart.

of Denham Court.

Sir William Twyfden, Bart.

22. Right Hon. John Lord
Bowes, Lord Chancellor of Ire-

land.

Right Hon. Countefs Dowager of

Suffolk, aged 86.

The
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The Prince Primate of Poland,

at Warfavv.

Righc Hon. Lady Dowager
King.
The Right Hon. the Earl of

Hyndford, one of the fixteen peers

of Scotland.

The Lady of Sir Ralph Mil-

bank, Bin. at Bath.

Lately, Col. York in the Por-

tuguefe fcrvice. He commanded
the artillery at the fiege of Quebec,

and conveyed them up a preci-

pice, where a fingle man could

rot mount without the help of

bufhes.

The mod Hon. William Henry
Ker, Marquis and Earl of Lothian,

Baron Ker of Newbotile and Jed-

burgh, and Knight of the ancient

Order of the Thiltle.

Aug, 1. The celebrated Albinus,

at Paris> one of the molt fkiiful

anatomilts in Europe.

Lord Kinaird, in Scotland.

Sir Win. Sinclair, a celebrated

phyiician.

zi. The Hon. and Rev. Allen

Bathurlt, fon 10 Lord Batharlt.

22. Lady Mary Elizabeth Bou-

vcric, only daughter to the Earl

of Radnor.

Prince Frederick ofDeux Tonts,

at Manheim. This prince was a

Knight of the Golden Fleece,

Grand Croix of the Military Or-
der of Maria Therefa, General

Field Marfhai of the empire of

their Imperial Majefties, and of
all the troops of the elector Pa-
latine, Governor of Manheim,
General Field Marlhal of the

troops of the Circle of the Upper
Rhine, and Colonel of feveral re-

giments.

Count Fleming, after a long and
painful illnefs, at Drefden.

Vol. X.

Sept. 4. The Right Hon. Charles

Townfhend, Efii; (in the 41 ft year
of his age, of a putrid fever) fe-

cond Commiffioner of the Trea-
fury, Chancellor and Under-trea-
furer of the Exchequer, one of his

Majefty's moil Hon. Privy-council;

Member of Parliament for Har-
wich, and only brother to Lord
Vifcount Townlhend. Befides the
offices before- mentioned, he palled

through thofe of Lord of trade and
plantations, Lord of the Admiral-
ty, Treafurer of his Majeity's

chambers, Secretary at war, Fit-it

Lord of trade and plantations, and
Paymailer-general of his Majefty's

forces.—Auguft 15, 1755, he mar-
ried Lady Caroline, eldelf. daugh-
ter and coheirefs of his grace,

John late Duke of Argyll and
Greenwich (widow of Francis Earl

of Dalkeith, fon and heir of Fran-
cis duke of Buccleugh) by whom
he has left two fons and a daugh-
ter.

Lady of Sir Alexander Macken-
zie, of Garloch.

Lady of Sir William Calvert.

II. Lady of Sir Jarrit Smith,
Bart.

17. His Royal Highnefs the

Duke of York, at Monaco, in

Italy:

Count de Guerchy, late ambaf-
fador to England, in Paris.

24. Lady of Sir Richard Bed-
dingrield, Bart.

Sir Charles Hotham, Baronet,

nephew to the Earl of Chefter-
field.

Lady of Sir George Pocock, at

Nice.

26. Sir Martin Wright, late a
juftice of the King's-beneh.

OJt. 1. Lady of Sir John Carl-
ton.

[«] Lady
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Lady of Sir Gregory Page.

II. Sir John Awbrey, Bart.

Ellis Cunliffe.

Hon. Mrs. Anne Granville, el-

deft daugher to the late Lord Lanf-

downe.
Sir David Cunningham, Bart.

Lieutenant-general of his Majef-

ty's forces, and Colonel or the

57th regiment of foot, at his

houfe at Livingflone, about four-

teen miles well from Edin-

burgh.

Sir Edmund Thomas, Bart, at

Wenvoe-caftle, in Glamorga
Surveyor of his Majefty's woods

north and fouth of Trent, Trea-

furer to the Princefs Dowager of

Wales, Knight of the fnire for

Glamorganfhire, 'and Lieutenant-

colonel of the militia of that

county.

15. The Arch-duchefs Maria

fofepha, betrothed to the King of

Naples, of the frnall-pox at Schon-

brun.

16. Cardinal Antonelli, Secre-

tary of the Briefs at Rome.
iS. Lady Abdy, at her feat in

ElTex, aunt to Sir Anthony Tho-
mas Abdy, Bart, one of his Ma-
jelly's counfei, and Member of

parliament for Kharefborough, in

Yokfhire; by vvhofe death, it is

faid, an eftate of 3000 1. per-ann.

devolves to Sir Anthony.

26. The Hon. General Henry
Pulteney, only brother of the late

William Earl of Bath, in the 82c!

year of his age, at Bath-houfe, in

Piccadilly. He was abroad in

Queen Anne's wars; was promoted

to be a Colonel, Auguit 3, 1733;
a Major-general, July 3, 1743; a

Lieutenant-general, Augull 8,

1747; and General in 1765. He
was appointed to the command of

the 13th regiment of foot, July 5,

1759; and lbme time after made
Governor of Hull. Upon the de-

ceafe of William late Earl of Bath,

without iflue, in 1 764, he became
pofitlTed of his lordfhip's immenfe
eftates, both real and perfonal,

fome few legacies excepted; and
in the year following refigned

his regiment and government ;

the former of which was given

to his Royal Highnefs the Duke
of Gloucester. William Pulteney,

Efq; fon of Sir William John-
done, who married Mifs Pulteney,

niece to the late Earl of Bath,

and the General, who fome time

ago changed his name to Pulte-

ney, by virtue of his Majefty's

royal mandate, will by the Gene-
ral's death be poffefled of a very

large eibte.

27. Right Hon. Charles Benner,

Earl of Tankerville, and Baron of

Offulftbn.

On the zd inftant, her Serene

Highnefs Louifa Dorothea, of Saxe

Meininghen, reigning Dutchefs of

Saxe Gotha, in the 49th Year of
her age.

Nov. 7. Don Jofeph de Mellis,

in Maddox-ftreet, aged eighty-two,

He was the oldeft Captain in the

Englilh fervice.

iS. The Hon. Mifs Charlotte

Finch, at the Hot- wells, Briilol,

daughter to the Hon. Lady Char-

lotte Pinch, governed to the young

princes.

Hon. Mrs. Hattcn, filler to

Lord Hatton.

[y Elizabeth Griffin, at Pad-

dington.

Sir Hugh Brigges, Baronet, at

Houghton, in Warwicklhire.

Count de Munich, Senator, and

Field Marfhal General of the armies

of
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of the Emprefsof Rufiia, at Peterf- dovechi, in the 58th year of his

burg. age.

Right Hon. Lord Defart, at De- 10. Right Hon. John Earl of
fart in Ireland. Rothes.

26. Right Hon. the Countefs of Hon. Mrs. Crofbie, relift of
Northampton. General Crofbie, fifter to the

December 1. Right Hon. Hen- late Earf of Halifax, and grand

-

ry David, Earl of Buchan, Lord mother to the prefent Duke of
Auchterhoufe, Cardrofs, and Glen- Grafton.

[M] z APPEN-
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APPENDIX to the CHRONICLE.

PROTEST again/} the refund-

ing the Eajl-lnd'.a Dividend.

Die Veneris, 2 6° Junit, 1 767.

Contents 59.
Not Contents 44.

Dijfent;ent
y
,

lft, T>ECAUSE the bill, con-

j3 taining, in appearance,

nothing but matter of future regu-

lation, is fo contrived as to operate

retroipectively, and refcind a divi-

dend actually declared by a general

court of the Eaft-India Company
on the 6th of May laft, of fix i-4th

per cent, for one half year, ending

at Chriftmas next; this was, in

the argument, avowed to be the

principal object of the bill, though

the bill itfelf does not even men-
tion that ad>, or fuggeft any reaibn

for refunding it. And we conceive,

that if the mealure had been fab-

ftantially right, yet this manner
of doing it is unbecoming the dig-

nity of parliament, which mould

fri all cafes go openly and diredlly

to its object.

adly, Becaufe this meafure ap-

pears to us to be as exceptionable

in the fubflance as in the form,

being an ex poll facio law, refund-

ing a legal act of the company, in

the exercife of its domioion over

its own property, notwithstanding

their application and earnefl en-

treaties to the contrary, without

neceffity or occafion, from any con-

fideratibn of private juftice or pub-

lic utility.

3clly, Becaufe, confidering the

Eaft-lndia company as a national

object, and the members of it as

bound to attend to the intereft of

the public, as well as their own,

the dividend they had voted, and
which is by this bill to be refund-

ed, appears to be liable to no ob-

jection; for the only legal reftric-

tion in the company's power to

divide, is, that the fum total of

all the debts which they ihall owe,

do not exceed the value of the

principal or capital flock or flocks,

which fhall be and remain undivid-

ed ; and it appears by the clearer!:

evidence, that the company's ef-

fects are amply fufiicient, not only

to difcharge every juft demand, but

that, after even repaying their ca-

pital, there will remain a very great

furplus.

4thly, Becaufe it appears alfo to

us, that the dividend declared on
the 6th of May is expedient; for

the dividend being in fact the only

medium whereby to fix and com-
pute the price of the flock, as be*

tween buyer and feller, juflice to

both requires iuch a dividend as

will fix that price as near as may
be to the real value. And the di-

vidend of 12 1 -half is in that re-

fpect preferable to a dividend of

10 per cent, to which this bill ha*

arbitrarily reflrained it.

5 thly,
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5 thly, Becaufe it appears to us

to have been a dividend regularly

declared, the objections which have

been made to it upon this head

being manifeftly void of all foun-

dation. We admit, that the court

did proceed without an account

actually before them ; but the want

of this account, fo far as relates to

the propriety of the dividend, ap-

pears to have been fufficiently fup-

plied. The directors, in their ne-

gotiations with the government,

and their declarations at former

courts, had themfelves ! propofed

fuch a dividend, and acknowledg-

ed the ability of the company to

make it. The proprietors, by
thefe and other mean9, had full

reafon to be fatisried of that abili-

ty. And the account now pro-

duced, examined, and proved,

does fully warrant their proceed-

ings, and verify the ideas they then

entertained and acted on,

6thly, Becaufe the dividend ap-

pears to have been voted by a very

numerous court, and fo nearly una-

nimous, thac no ballot was taken,

becaufe none was demanded ; and
no ballot was demanded, be-

caufe there was not a competent

number of proprietors who di Ap-
proved the meafure; and though,

for that reafon, the fenfe of the

members prefent only was taken,

by holding up of hands, it now
appears to be, beyond a doubt, the

confirmed deliberate fenfe of the

company ; having been reconfider-

ed at no lels than three fubfequent

courts, convened for the purpofe
ot concerting the proper meafures
to fupport it ; at the two laft of

. the votes of the company
at large were taken by a regular
ballot, and the dividend previoufiy

voted was approved and ratified

by a large majority. To the vali-

dity of the act of the 6th of May
no objection could be fupportee,

though attempted. It was clearly

a valid act ; and, if not valid, the

bill to refcind it would be unne-
celTary, for the act of itfelf would
be void.

7thly, Becaufe every argument
ufed to lhew the impropriety of di-

viding twelve one-half applies with

equal force to a dividend of ten

per cent, which the bill allows, and
indeed to any dividend at all ; and
would, if admitted to be a proper

ground for refcinding this divi-

dend, be equally {o for refcinding

every dividend the company has

ever made, or probably will ever

make. For it is hardly poiiible,

that during the exigence of the

company, their debts can be ac-

tually paid off, or their cam in

hand fuffice to difcharge thofe

debts, and pay a dividend ; and at

the fame time the trade be carried

on to that extent, as will yield to

the company and the public the

molt ample returns. The whole
argument in favour of the bill be-

ing reduced to thefe two propofi-

tiuns, that the company ought to

difcharge its debts before a divi-

dend can be allowed to take place

;

and that a dividend ougiit to be
made upon a calh account; prin-

ciples contradicted by the uniform
practice of the company from its

commencement.
8tnly, Becaufe this bill cannot

be meant for the interefts of either

the company's creditors, or of
the proprietors : for it is. o'oferv-

able that the latter, as far as they
may be fuppofed to underftand,

and may be permitted to judge of
their own inrereih, entertain, and
have ltrenuoufly exprelfcd a very

[M] 3 dif-
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different fenfe of that matter. And
as co the creditors, it is remarka-

ble, tuat none of tnem appear to

have called for their money, nor

have any of them, by any petition

to this houfe, or otherwife, nude
any complaint, or fignified any de-

fire of fuch an interpofition in their

favour. On the contrary, it ap-
peared on evidence, frcm the crois-

examination of the principal wit-

nefs for the bill, that io far from
doubting of the fufficier.cy of the

fecurity, the greateit evil the com-
pany's bond creditors apprehend,

is, the being paid off; and that

their bonds, which fome time fince

bore an high premium, though
they carry only three per cent, bear

at prefent a premium considerably

lower, merely from that apprehen-
fion.

Qthly, Becaufe a legiilative in-

terpohtion controuling the divi-

dend of a trading company, legally

voted and declared by thofe to

whom the power of doing it is in-

trufted, and to whom there is no
ground to impute an abuie of that

power, and who lent their money
to the public upon the exprefs iti-

puiation that they might exercife

their discretion with regard to the

dividends, provided their effects,

undivided, were fufficienl to an-

fwer their debts ; is altogether

without example. And as it tends

to leffen the idea of that fecurity

and independence of the power of
the Hate, which have induced all

Europe to depoiit their money in

the funds of Great Britain, the
precedent may be attended with
the molt fatal confequences to pub-
lic credit.

lOthly, Becaufe, if a bill re-

training the future dividend of
the company were proper, as has

been argued, upon any ideas of
fixing and preventing a fluctuation

in the pr.ee or its flock, tnat end

requires only, tint the dividend

lhould be fi out any regard

to the quantum of it, and may be

as well attained by a dividend of

twelve one-half as of ten pet cent.

and conlequently affords no ai

ment for the retr ifpective part of
this bill, or for fixing the future

dividend below the value of the

flock. Bat this is in truth fo far

from being the real object ol any

part of the prefent bill, that the

fhort period to which the reltric-

tion is confined, cannot but in-

creafe, inftead of preventing that

fluctuation, and encourage, inftead

of checking, the infamous practices

of the alley. The paffions of men
will be warmly agitated during the

fummer, in {peculating on the pro-

bability of this reftr.ction being

fuffered to expire at the opening of

the next feihons of parliament, or

being "continued further. The ig-

norant and unwary are fure to oe

the dupes of thoie who have the

good luck to be in the fecret, and

are wicked enough to employ it to

their own advantage. But the

propofal maue by the company, of

iubmitting to a reftriction of divi-

dend at the rate of twelve o:e-naif

per cent, and extending that re-

ftriction duriug tiie temporary

agreement, would have obviated

all thefe mifchiefs, and fecured

every good end which may have

been propofed. but cannot be at-

tained by this bill ; and as fuch re-

ftriction, with their confent, would

have been liable to no objections

of injuftice or violence.

1 1 thly, Bcca life, if at the open"'- g
of the next feiTion of parliament,

the reftriction is permitted to ex-

pire,
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•pire, the whole efieft of the bill,

except the mifchiefs it may pro-

duce, will be the keeping back for

four or five months, from the pock-

cular time, nt the exercife of a

power publicly exerted, and which
has come "frequently within the

cogni/.a'.^e, without incurring the

ets of thofe to whom it belongs, cenfure of parliament; and as this

a fum of 40,000 1. the difference

between the dividend the company
uihes, and that which it is allow-

ed to make by 'the bill ; this fum
is ridiculoufly difproportioned to

any real purpofe of paying off" and
reducing the company's debts ; but

if, on the other hand, the reitric-

tion is then to be continued, and
the parliament henceforward to

regulate the dividends of the com-
pany, and the whole of their af-

fairs for that purpofe is to be from
time to time laid open to public

examination, it is not difficult to

forefee the ruinous confequences to

the company; ar-J as the prece-

dent will go to the fubjefting every
other company to the fame fort of
contrcul, the fpeedy difibluticn of
them all will be perhaps the hap-
pier!: event the public can w,ih,

that they may not become fo many
engines of power and influence, the

confequences of which it is eafy to

conceive, and unneceffary to de'-

fcribe.

izth'y, Becaufe, the arguments in

favour of this limitation, drawn
from a fuppofition, that the com-
pany had exceeded their legal

power of borrowing on their bonds,
appears to us to be neither well

founded nor conclusive ; it appears
on the plain and exprefs words of
the engrafting aft, that they had
a power thereby to borrow five mil-

lions; fo they have always under-
flood ; and fo parliament under-
stood and declared in a fubfequent

and we cannot comprehend
the juitice, the policy, or the de-
corum, of cavilling at this pardr

doubt never was itarted before, the

objection feems to arife, not from
the company's having exceeded
their power of borrowing upon
bond, but from the neceffity of fuch
a fuppofition, in order to hud a pre-

tence, however infuflicient, for this

limitation.

I 3thly , Becaufe the inability of
the company, to make the divi-

dends refcinded by this bill, has
been argued, on a fuppofition that

the right to the territorial acqui-

fitions of the company in the Hair.

Indies, is not in that company, bur.

in the public; which method of ar-

guing, if admitted as one of the

grounds of the bill, we conc?ive
to be inconclusive as to the fu

matter, and highly dangerous as

to the precedent ; for the company
being in polleffion, and no claim

against them being fo much as

made, much lefs eitablifhcc, \\z

hold it highly dangerous to the

property or the fubjeft, arid ex-

tremely unbecoming the juitice

and dignity of this houfe, by ex-
trajudicial opinions, to call into

queilion the legality of fuch a

poffeffion, and to aft without bear-

as if the houfe had decided

ft it.

i-jthly, Becaufe, the forms of
proceeding upon this bill have
been contrary to precedent, inaf-

much as it appears by Oiir journals,

that whenever a bill, judicial in

its nature, as affecting legal rights

and private property, has come
up from the commons, ftating ro

as a ground for that oil!, t r

ilating fafts, the evidence of which
[M] ± does
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does not appear in the preamble,

the invariable practice of this

houfe has been to defire a confe-

rence with the other, in order to be

informed either of the facts, or the

evidences to fupport fuch facts (if

alledged) en which the bill was

originally framed ; and the com-
mons have on like occafions done

the fume by this houfe : inftances

of this mutual application from

one houfe to the other, appear in

the following cafes, viz. Mr.
Dunccmb's cr.fe, March 1697.

Directors of the South- Sea com-
pany, Aiilabie and Craggs, July

1 7 j 1 . Sir Thomas Cooke's cafe,

1695- Cafes of Kelly, Plunkrt,

and bifhop of Rochefter, March
1722. B^mbridgc's cafe, April

1729. Robinion and Thomfon's

cafe, March 173 1. Sale of Lrrd

Berwentwatcr's eftates, &c. 1732.

Cafe of Sir Robert Sutton, and ci-

thers, March 1732. Cafe of Al.

Wilfon and the citv of Edinburgh,

May 1737.
r .

'

,

lcihly, Becaufc, in the proceed-

ings en this bill, no council was

appointed in fupport of the v
bill,

to ftate the grounds, to examine

the witneffes, and methodize the

evidence; for want of wlrch the

lords themfelves were obliged to

call and examine witneffes, and

appear more like parties than

judges.

i6th!y, Becnufe, alfo in the pro-

ceedings on this bill, when lords,

who declared themielves patrons

and friends to the bill, had exa-

mined two witneffes, and faid,

they were fatufied with their exa-

mination, other lords were not

permitted to call in any other wit-

neffes, before the council for the

Ealt India company, againft this

bill, were ordered to proceed. It

was even denied to lords, to bring

again to the bar the two gentle-

men who had been examined, (Mr.

Rous, and Mr. Saunders, the

chairman, and deputy-chairm.ip of

the company,) although by the ar-

rival of the lhip Cruttenden from
Bengal, after their examination,

which brought a new and very

particular account of the flourifh-

ing ftate of the company's affairs

in India, it was very poifible thole

gentlemen might have changed
their opinion ; their former evi-

dence having been merely matter

of opinion refulting from fuch in-

formation as they were at that

time poffeffed of: witneffes were
difmiffed unexamined, whom feve-

ral lords wifhed to have been

heard, and the bill was paffed,

without waiting for the return of

an account, declared by Mr. Rous
to be fuch, that without it no
judgment of the prefent ftate of the

affairs of the company could be

formed, and which had been or-

dered by the houfe ; and, as the

officers informed the houfe, might
have been prepared in a few days.

In this manner this bill has. palled,

which we are appr'ehenfive may be

found in its confequences very in-

jurious to private property, and
alarming to public credit.

Winchelfea and Gower,
Nottingham, Fred. Exon,

Scarborough, Portland,

Temple, Sondes,

Trevor, Dorfet,

Fortefcue, Rockingham,
Richmond, Albemarle,

Dudley and Ward, Eglintoune,

King, Abergaveny,

Weymouth, Ponfonby.

Tranf.



Translation of his Catholic ma-

jefty's ordinance for the banifh-

ment of the JeSuits.

PRAGMATIC SANCTION
Of his majeity, with force of law,

For the banifhment from thefe

kingdoms of the regulars of the

company ; for the feizure of their

temporaries, and the prohibition

for ever of their ellablifhment

;

with the othar precautions therein

exprefTed.

In the year

1 he arms

of
Spain

1767.
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garrifons, prifons and other pla-

ces ; and to the prefident and o-

thers of my council, auditors of

my Several andiences, mayors and

other officers of my houfhold, court

and chanceries ; and to all peace

officers, fuperiors, afliftants, go-

vernors, intendants major and or-

dinary, and to all other judges

and magistrates whatever of thefe

my kingdoms, whether their juris-

diction be royal, feudal, abbatial

and holding of certain orders, and
whatever be their Mate,- condition,

quality or pre-eminence, as well

thofe who now are, as thofe who
lhall be hereafter, and to all and
every one of >ou :

Know ye, that, in conformity

with the opinion or my royal coun-

cil extraordinary, aflembled in

conSequence of the form) r occur-

rences or the 29th or laft Januarys
and of what has been expofed to

me by perfons of the met eminent
character and knoun experience,

all agreeing in the fame Sentiment:

moved by considerations of the
molt weighty kind, relative to the

duty incumbent en me of keeping
my people in due Subordination,

tranquillity and juitice, and by o-
ther urgent, juft and neceSfary

caufes, which I referve within mv
own royal bread: making ufe cf
that fupreme, ceconomic authority

which the Almighty has lodged in

my hands for the protection of mv
Subjects, and maintenance of the
refpect due to my crown, I have
come to the resolution of ordering
to be banifhed out of all my do-
minions of Spain and ^the Indies,

and of the Philippine and other
adjacent iflands, the regulars of
the company, as well priefis as

coadjutors or lay members, who
have

In MADRID:
At the royal printing office of the

Gazette.

DON CARLOS, by the grace

cf God, King of Caftile, Ar-

ragon and the two Sicilies ,
of Je-

rufalem, Granada and Toledo ; of

Valencia, Galicia and Majorca;

of Seville, Sardinia, and Corlica ;

of Murcia, Jaen and the A'gar-

ves ; of Algezira, Gibraltar, and

the Canary iflands ; of the Eaft

and Weil Indies, iflands and con-

tinent of the ocean ; archduke of

Auitria, Duke of Burgundy, Bra-

bant, and Milan; Count of A:{-
burg, Flanders, Tirol, and Bar-

celona; Lord of Bilcay, and Mo-
lina, &c.——To the moil ferene

prince Don Carlo?, my dear and
v. ell-beloved Son; to the infantes,

prelates, dukes, marquiffjs, couniSi

men of fubilance, priors of orders,

eoramendatories and fub-commen-
daiories, commanding officers of
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haTe made their firft profefTion

;

o fuch of their novices as

ihall be difpofed to follow them ;

that all the temporalities of the

company in my dominions be

feized: and, for the uniform exe-

cution thereof throughout the fame,

I have, by another royal decree of

mine of the 27th of February,

given full and exclusive comr
and authority to Count Aranda,

prefident of my council, with

power to proceed forthwith to take

fuch meafures as may be adequate

thereto.

I. And, in like manner, I have

come to the refolution of ordering

my counfel to make my aforefaid

royal determination known through

all thefe kingdoms ; acquainting

all the other religious orders with

the fhare they defervedly pofTefs

in my confidence, fatisfaction and

efteem, on account of their fide-

lity and do&rine, of their com-

pliance with their monaltic infti-

tutes, of their exemplary fervices

done to the church, of their com-

mendable attention to ftudy, of

their fulficiency in point of the

numbers of their individuals, to-

wards afiifting the biihops and pa-

rochial pallors in the fpiritual nu-

triment of fouls j as alfo of their

forbearing to meddle with govern-

ment affairs, as matters quite foreign

to, and wide of, a retired and reli-

gious life.

II. 1 have alfo fignified to the

reverend diocefan prelates, cccle-

iiaftical communities and chapter?,

and other eftabliihments, and bo-

dies politic of the kingdom, that

the weighty motives, which, to

my great regret, have com]

me to take this ncceifary meafure,

are referved within my royal mind;

ufe of my cecono*

mic power, without proceeding
to other Heps ; following in this

the bent of my royal clemency, as

father and protector of my peo-
ple.

J II. I declare, that, in the

fei/ure of the company's tempora-
. are comprised their goods

and chattels, as well moveable as

immoveable, or ecclefiaftic reve-

nues, which they are legitimately

pofiefTed of in the kingdom, with-

out prejudice to the encumbrances
thereon, to the will of founders,

or to the alimentary life-annuities

of its individuals, which ihall bo
of 100 perfons during life to

the priefts, and 90 to the lay mem-
bers, to be paid out of the gene-
ral ftock formed of the company's
effects.

IV. In thefe alimentary annui-

ties are not to be comprifed anv
foreign Jefuits who have no lawful

exiitence in my dominions, either

within their colleges, or without

them, or in private houfes, drelled

in the tunic cr garb of abbots, and
whatever be the office they are em-
ployed in; all fuch being required

to quit my dominions, without any
difliaction.

V. Neither are novices to be
comprehended in the alimentary

provifiens, who, of their own ac-

cord, ihall chufe to follow the reft,

as being under no ties of profeflion

to follow them, but at perfect, liberty

to feparate from them.

VI. I declare, that if any je-

fuit quit the territory of the ec-

cleiiaftical ftate whereunto tiiey

are all tranfported, or give the

court any juft motive of refent-

ment by his actions or writings,

the penfion afiigncd him ihall

thence-
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thenceforth ceafe. And though I no individual of the company in

am not to prefume, that the body particular, or any in a body of
of the company will, in viola- community, be ever henceforth ca-
tion of the ftricteft and higheft pable of being; readmitted into all

duties, caufe or permit any of its or any of my kingdoms, under any
s to -.rive any thing pretext or colour whatfoever ; ncr

contrary to the refpect and fub- il.all ray council, or any ether tri-

miilion due to my refold ion, un- bt it of any application

der title or pretext of apci jrpofe; on the contrary,
or ju.tihcatioHi, 'ending to dif- tb .• ay of preven-
turb the peace of my kingdoms; tion, iha!l exert the moll rigorous
or contribute to that parpofe meafun t all refractory abet-
through their private emiffaries; tors and co-operators ,of the like in-

neverthelefs, in that unexpected tent, punifhing them as difturbers of
cafe, the penfion to all ihall the public pe;.ce.

ceaf.-. X. No on- of the actual profefTed

VII. Every fix months, one half jefuits, though he fhouid qui; the
the annual penfion allotted to the order with the pope's" formal li-

jefuits fhall be paid them out of cence, and become a fecular prieft,

the bank del Giro, tnrough the or clerk,, or pais into any other
channel of my minifter in Rome, order, thai) ever be qualified to

"who fhall take particular care to return again into tbefe ki;i«doms,
inform himfelf of fuch as die, or without obtaining my fpecial per-
forfeit their penlion through their mi.:

own fault, that the amount may be XI. In cafe of his obtaining it,

deducted. which will be granted on proper
VIII. Concerning the ad mini- informations had, ne fha!l "be o-

fir.ition and equivalent applica- bliged to take an oath of allegi-

tions of the company's effects to ance in the hands of the prefident
pious ufes, fuch as the endowment of my council ; faithfully pro-
of poor parifliea, of incorporated mifing never to communicate, in
feminarie.-, houfes of charity, and public or private, with the mem-
other companionate inilitutes, aif- bers or general of the company,
ter rirft confulting the opinion of nor to uie any means, fteps, or
the eccleiiaftical ordinaries, in infinuations, directly or indirect-
what may be neceifary and meet; ly, in the company's favour, on
I referve feparately to myfelf the pain of being dealt with as a ftate

Qg fuch meaiures, as that true criminal ; and the privileged *

piety may not be anywife defraud- proofs fhall be in full force againlt
td, nor any injury done to the him.
public good, or to private pro- XII. Nor (hall he be qualified
perty. to teach, preach, or confefs is

IX. I prohibit and exact, as a thefe kingdoms, though, as has
general law and regulation, that been (aid, he may have quitted

* Concurrent circumitanccs ; or one living witneft.

the
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the order, and thrown off obedi-

ence to its general : he may, how-

ever, enjoy ecckfiaftical Iivi

to which no fuch offices are an-

nexed.

XIII- No one of my fubjects,

though a fecular or regukr clergy-

man, (hall afk any letter of fodality

of the general of the company, or

of any one elfe in his name, on

pain of being de::lt with as a ftate

criminal; and the privileged proofs

fliall equally be in force againlt

him.

XIV. All fuch as actually have

them fhall be obliged to furrender

them to the prefident of my coun-

cil, or to the juftices and magi-

strates of the kingdom, to be trans-

mitted and placed among the re-

cords; and no farther ufe be made

of them for the future, without

their pail pcffelTion thereof being

hurtful to them, provided they punc-

tually make the faid furrender; and

the magiilrates fhall fecrete the

names of thofe who deliver them

up, that thus they may occafion

them no infamy.

XV. Whoever fhall hold cor-

refponderce with jefuits, it being

generally and abfolutely forbidden,

fliall be punifhed in proportion to

his guilt.

XVI. I exprefsly forbid that any

body do write, declaim, or make
any ftir, on pretext of thefe mea-

furesj either for or againlt them :

on the contrary, I enjoin ftlence in

this matter to all my fubjefts: and

I ordain, that the violators thereof

be punifhed as guilty of high trea-

ibn.

XVII. To prevent all difputes

and mifunderitandings between pri-

vate perfons, to whom it belongs

not to judge, or to interpret the

Sovereign's command:, L exprefsly

ordain, that nobody do write,

print, or employ papers, or works,
touching the expulfion of the je-

fuits out of my dominions, with-

out having the government's efpe-

cial leave: and f forbid the judge
of the prefs, his fubdclegates,

and all the magiftrates of my
kingdoms, to grant fuch leave:

all which are to be wholly un-

der the controul of the prefident

and minifters of my council, with

the knowledge of my attorney-

general.

XVIII. I mod ftridly charge

the right reverend diocefan pre-

lates and fuperiors of regular or-

ders, that they do not fuffer their

fubjedts to write, print or declaim

upon this lubjeft, inafmuch as

they would be made refponfible

for the unfufpected breach on the

part of any of them; which I de-

clare to be comprifed in the law of
the king Don John I. and in the

royal fchedula circularly put forth

by my council on the 1 8th of Sep-

tember of laft year, in order to

the more punctual execution

thereof, to which all are bound
to contribute ; for that it con-

cerns the good order of the public,

and the credit of its feveral indivi-

duals, to avoid drawing upon them-
felves the effects of my royal dif-

pleafure.

XIX. I order my council, in con-

formity with what is here before

expreiicd, to dhpatch and publifh

the molt find and proper royal

pragmatic, that it may reach to

the knowledge of all my fubjects;

and that for the punctual, fpeedy

and invariable accomplifhmenc

thereof, the juilices and territorial

tribunals, do inviolably obferve,

publifh and, execute the punifh-

ments above declared againft all

thofe
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thofe who fhall commit any breach

of thefe difpofitions ; and that they

do for this purpofe give all ne-

ceffary orders, with preference to

every other bufinefs whatever, in-

afmuch as it concerns my royal

fervicc : for the ampler knowledge
of which, [ have ordered copies of

my royal decree to be tranfmkted

to the councils of the Inquifition,

of the Indies, of the orders and of

the revenue, for their refpeftive

intelligence and accomplifhment

thereof. And for the full and in-

variable obfervance of it, the royal

decree of the 27th of March, con-

taining the foregoing refolution,

which was ordered to be kept and
fulfilled according to its exprefs

tenor, having been publifhed this

day in full council, it was agreed

to difpatch the preftnt in force of

Jaw and pragmatic fan&ion, as if

it were made and promulgated in

afiemblies of the ftates; therefore

it is my will that this be and pafs

for fuch, without oppofition of any
kind whatfoever: to which end, fo

far as may be neceffary, I abrogate

and annul all things which are

or may be contrary to the fame.

Wherefore 1 charge the right re-

verend the archbifhops, bifhnps,

fuperiors of regular orders, men-
dicant and monacal vifitors, vicars

and other prelates and ecclefiaftical

judges of thefe my kingdoms, that

they obferve the above expreffed

law and pragmatic fandtion, ac-

cording to its tenor, without per-

mitting any infraction thereof, un-
der any pretence, or in any man-
ner whatfoever.' And I command
thofe of my council, the prefident

and auditors, officers of my houf-
hoid and court, or my other au-

diencea and chanceries, affiftant

governors, ferjeants major and or-

dinary, and other judges and juf-

tices of all my dominions, that
they do keep, fulfil and execute
the aforefaid law and pragmatic
fan&ion, and caufe it to be kept
and obferved in all and every par-
ticular, taking for that purpofe
all the meafures requiiite, without
need of any farther declaration
than the prefent, which is to have
its pundual execution, from the
day of its publication in Madrid,
and in the other cities, towns and
villages of thefe my kingdoms, in

the ufual manner: it fo behoving
for my royal fervice, and the tran-

quillity, good and benefit of the
public weal of my fubje&s : for

fuch is my pleafure ; and that the
printed copy of this my lerter,

figned by Don Ignatius Stephen
de Higareda, fenior clerk of my
chamber, and of the management
of my council, fhall bear the fame
credit as the original.

Given at Pardo, the fecond of
April, One thoufand i'even

hundred and fixty and feven
years.

I the KING,
I Don Jofeph Ignacio oe Goye-

necht;, lecretary to our lord
the king, cauled it to be writ-
ten out, by his command.

The count of Aranda,
Don Francifco Cepeda,
Dm Jacinto de T0J0,
Don Francifco de Salazar y Ag-

nero,

Don Joleph Manuel Domingues,
Regiftrada,

D:m Nicolas Berdugo, lieutenant

of the High Chancellor,

D. Nicolas Berdugo.

PUBLICATION.
I N the town of Madrid on the fe-

cond dav of the month of April,

of
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of one thoufand feven hundred

and fixty and- feven years, before

the gates of the royal palace, fa-

cing the principal balcony of our

lord the king, and at the gate of

Guadalajara, where the public bu-

finefs of merchants and tradefmen

is carried on ; in the prelence of

Don John Stephen de Salaverri,

D. John Antony de Pennaredonda,

D. Benedict Antony de Barreda,

D. Ptter
- Ximenez de Mefa,

mayors of the houlhold and court

of his majefty, the foregoing royal

pragmatic faudion was publilhed

found of trumpets and kettle-

drums, by the voice of the public

crier, attended by feveral of the

officers of the faid houlhold and

court, and many other perfons

Sanding by ; which J.
1). Francis

Lopez Navamuel, one of the fe-

nior clerks of the chamber to

our lord the king, and of thofe

who afiift in his council, do cer-

tify.

Don Francifco Lopez, Navamuel.

I certify that this is a true copy

of the original royal pragmatic

f.tndion, and its publication.

D. Ignatius Stephen de Higareda.

An authentic narrative cf the many

horrii cruelties tnfticled by Eli-

zabeth Brovjnrigo, upon her poor

apprentice girls ; for vjbich fi;e

received femence of death, on Sa-

turday the \zih of September, and

iuas executed en Monday the l^th

at "Tyburn.

ELlzabeth Brownrigg, about 20

t years ago, being then about

27 years of age, lived as a fervant

in the family of Mr. R , in

Prefcot-ftreet, Goodman's-neids :

and about this time James Brown-

rigg, who had ferved his time to &

plaiiterer and painter in the fame
neighbourhead, married her.

Soon afterwards they fettled at

Greenwich in Kent, where he car-

ried on the bufinefs of a painter,

and after about five years they re-

moved to London.
Their family increafed very fait,

for they have had 16 children, of

whom three fons only are now liv-

ing. Mrs. Brownrigg therefore

learnt midwifry under Dr. K j

and about two years ago, was, by
the overfeers of the parifh of St.

Dunitan in the Weft, appointed to

ad as midwife to the poor women
in the workhoufe, in which capa-

city fl-.e is faid to have aded with

great fkill and humanity. She was
alfo a faithful wife, and a tender

and afFedionate parent.

It appears to be about four years

fince Brownrigg took the houfe

in Fetter-lane, where the cruelties

were committed ; at this time he

kept a horfe, and had a lodging

at Mr. Norton's, over-againft Can-
nonbury-lane, Iflington.

In the month of February 1765,
Mary Mitchell, a poor girl of the

precind of White Friars, was
bound an apprentice to Brownrigg,
by the overfeers, and was tnen

about 14 years of age.

About three months afterwards,

on the 1 5th of May, Mary Jones
was alio bound apprentice to

Brownrigg, by the governors of

tUe Foundling Hofpital, being alfo

about the age of fourteen.

It appears that thefe poor girls

were at this time treated with great

cruelty ; what in particular were
Mitchell's fufferings does not ap-
pear, but the fufferings of Jones
were very great: Mrs. Brownrigg
ufed to lay down two chairs on

the
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the kitchen floor, in fuch a man-

ner that the feat of one migh:

port the hack, of the other ; and

then fattening the girl down, fome-

times naked, and fome;ime:>

her coats pulled over her head,

fhe used to whip her till her

ftrength was exhautted : at other

time>, when the girl has been

tvaflring the rooms or ftairs, her

miflrefs has found fault with her

work, and taking her up in her

arms, has repeatedly plunged her

head in the pail of water that

flood by.

By fuch treatment the girl re-

ceived many hurt? in different

parts of her body, particularly in

the head and fnoulders, from the

edges and bale of the pail ; and

was beiides kept in continual ter-

ror by threats cf drowning, her

Is often calling on .

Mitchell to fill her a tub of w^ier

for that purpofe.

Where Mitchell flept at this

time we are not told, but Jones

flept in a hole under a dreffer, in

the fame room with Brow

a;-.d his wife, and facing the

of their bed j this room was even

with the :. door cf which

opened into the ftreet ; and one

Sunday morning, as (he lay filent-

ly deploring her miferable :

tion, and re.:dy to die by the con-

sequences of her part fufferings,

and apprehenfions of future, fhe

call her eye upon the key of the

fhop door, which hung againft a

poll, and perceiving that her matter

and miftrefs were both fa ft afieep,

fhe had refolution to make one
effort for liberty and life, and

riling very foftly, (he was fortu-

nate enough to fteal into the ilreet

without djfcovery.

This happened after fhe had
been bound about two months, in

July, when the days were long,
and it was probably very early in
the morning. When fhe got into
the ftreet ; Ihe was at a loft where
to go : fhe had no home but the
Foundling Hofpital, and thither
(he did not know her way : how-
ever, fhe afked of every one fhe
met, and at Lift, of a man who
was fo kind as to conduct her to

rte.

She was inftsntly admitted, a ;d
having told her ftory, and fhewed
her wounds and bruifes, one of
which was upon her eye, and had
fo injured it, that for fome days
it was feared fhe would have loft

it, the following order was made
by the governors

:

>

" That Mr. Plumptree, the hof-
pital folicitor, do write to fames
Brcwnrigg, a painter in Fetter-
lane, who had a child, Mary Jones,
apprenticed to him by this corpo-
ration, and acquaint him, that if
he dees not forthwith make fatif-

faftion for the abufe to the faid
child, this corporation will profe«
cute him with the utmoft feve-
rity."

What particular fteps were taken
by the parties in confequence of
this order docs not appear, but foon
after Brownrigg was fumYnoned to
attend the chamberlain of London,
before whom the matter. was fet-
tled, and the girl difcharged from
her apprenticefhip.

Mitchell was now left alone,
and continued patiently to drudge
and to fuffer till about' the mi
of February following, when fhe
had ferved about one year of her
time; and then fhe alfo found
means to run away : fhe was how-

e.v.-r
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ever found in the itreets by Brown-

rigg's youngett boy the fame day,

and brought back to her confine-

ment: from this time (he was never

differed to ttir out of doors, and

fhe was frequently tied up and

whipped naked.

About the fame time Mary Clif-

ford, a third apprentice, was bound

to James Brownrigg, by the over-

{eers of White Friars precincl ; fhe

was a month upon liking, and du-

ring that time was well treated,

and eat and drank as the family

did, but foon after fhe was bound

they began to ufe her with great

cruel. y, freque tly beating her over

the head and moulders, fometimes

with a walking-cane, fometimes

with a horfe Wiiip, and feveral

times with a hearth brum.

It was this girl's misfortune,

either by natural weafcnefa or bad

nurfmcr, to wet the bed; for this

reafon ihe was ordered to lie on a

mat, in a place called a cellar,

which had been a coal bole, and

is defcribed as a cold dark place,

about as big as a clofet, under the

Hairs; the mat after fome Eime

was taken away, and a fack, with

a little draw in it, fubftituted in its

place : fometimes lucre was no-

thing but a few rags, and fome-

times only the bare H or ; as to

covering, fhe had fometimes her

own deaths, fomeimes a bit of

blanket, and fometimes fhe was

quite naked : it does not appear

that fhe had any other food than

bread and water, and fhe had not

enough even of t:i at.

Once when fhe was famifhing

for hunger, fhe broke open a cup-

board where victuals was ufually

kept, but found none; and once,

when ihe was fainting with thirft,

file broke down fome boards to

EG1STER, 1767.

come at water. For the firft ff*

thefe crimes fhe was made to ttrip

naked, and continued to wafh
naked a whole day, being every
now and then beaten with the

flump end of a riding whip ; for

the other offence a jack chain was
put round her neck, and the end
fattened to the yard door ; it was
drained as tight as it could be,

without choaking her; and when
die had patted the day in this con-

dition, die was fent down into the

cellar when it grew dark, with the

chain lti!l on her neck, and her

hands tied behind her, to pafs the

night, without bed or covering, in

the cellar.

It was common for both the

girls, Mitchell and Clifford, to go
about the houfe quite naked; for

Brownrigg being by their inden-

tures obliged to find them cloath?,

ufed frequently to order them to

be taken ott", upon difcovcring any
little rent, hole, or other fign that

they were wearing out. Mitchell,

in particular, fcarce ever wore
dockings, and had generally no-
thing upon her body but an old

rag of a waiftcoat, which did not

cover ner behind.

the prifoners were tried for

the murder of Clifford, and Mitchell

v% -dS the principal evidence, little

appear^ concerning Mitchell in

particular ; fometimes however die

was locked with Clifford into the

cellar to pafs the night, and both
were conftantly left locked into

that difmal ceil, from Saturday to

Sunday nighr, while the family

were at their country lodgings in

Idington : during all this time

they had no fuitenance but a piece

of bread, for water Ufelf was not

added.

The
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The office of gaoler feems in ge-

neral to have been performed by
Uie eldelt fon, though fometimes

the priforiers were locked up by
others; once in particular, by one

JBenham, an apprentice boy, who
in his examination fwears, that

when he locked them in, Clifford

was quite naked.

They were fo ofcen and fo cruel-

ly whipped and beaten, that their

bodies, especially their heads and

fhouldcrs, were almoit one intire

fcab, the fkin being broken afrefh

as fait as it healed, for the miftrefs

never left off whipping till lhe drew
blood.

In order to infiicl: this diabolical

punifhment, the firft expedient was
to (trip therri quite naked, and then

tie their hands up to a water pipe,

that was carried along the kitchen

ceiling ; this pipe however at laft

giving way, a ftaple was by the

huiband, at the wife's defire, made
faft to a beam, and the cord that

tied them was put through it.

Clifford was alfo fometimes beat-

en with great cruelty by John : he
one day ordered her to put up a
bed, which fhe attempted to do, but
Was not able, upon which he beat

her with the buckle end of a leathern

belt, till fhe was covered with blood,

and then put the bed up himfelf.

John alfo found her at another time
naked and bleeding, having been
tied up and whipped by his mother,
yet in this condition fhe ordered
him to continue the whipping, be-
caufe fhe was no longer able, and,
ftrange and horrid as it may feem,
he complied.

Some atts of cruelty are alfo

mentioned of another kind : Mrs.
Brownrigg would frequently fix

one of her hands on each of
Vo*. X.

W3
Mitchell's cheeks, and draw them
down her face with fuch force as to

occafion the blood to ftart from her
eyes.

Mitchell alfo, having Complain-
ed to a lodger, the only one who
appears to have been in the houfe
during Clifford's time of ill ufage,
the woman, upon fome difagree-
ment with the miftrefs, reproach-
ed her with the fubjedt of the girl's

complaint, upon which Mrs.
Brownrigg ran to the girl, and
thrufting a pair cf fcifTars into her
mouth, cut her tongue in two
places.

The account of what happened
on the day when the fatal wound
was given, is in fubfhnce as fol-
lows:

On Friday the. 30th of July,
about ten o'clock in the morning,
Brownrigg having threatened the
girls all tne week, went down into
tne kitchen, and tied Mary Clifford
naked up to a ftaple ; her head
and moulders were then fore, and
i'cabbed over in many places, but
notwithstanding the ftate of her
body, her tyrant whipped her with
a horfewhip, in the prefence of
Mitchell, till the blood followed
the ftrokes; fhe was then let down,
and ordered to warn, naked and
wounded as (he was, and while fhe
was ftooping down to the tub, htr
miltrefs ftruck her over the head
with the butt end of the whip.

She was tied up five fucceffive
times in this dreadful day, ftill

naked and bleeding, and ftill co-
vered with new wounds by the
whip.

Stie was now mortally wounded,
yet fhe crept about till the 4th of*

Auguft, when fhe was difcovered
in the following manner.

[Ar
] Clifford's
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Clifford's father about four years

ago married a fecond wife ; he

went away however and left her,

upon which fhe delivered up the

child to the parifh, and went into

Cambridgeftiire. She was abfent

when the girl was bound appren-

tice, but returned about lalt mid-

fummer; having learnt to whom
the girl was apprenticed, fhe went

twice to Brownrigg's and enquired

for her, but was both times an-

fwcred by the apprentice boy that

no fuch perfon lived there.

After feveral other ineffectual en-

quiries, both bv herfelf and perfons

whem (he fent, Brownrigg, the huf-

band, abfolutely denying that any

fuch perfen was in the houfe, threat-

ened the woman to fend her before

the lord mayor, for being trouble-

lorn e.

Upon this fhe went away; but

as fhe was going from the houfe,

Mrs. Deacon, the wife of a baker

that lived next door, having heard

high, words, called i.er in, and .en-

quired what was the matter: upon

hearing the ftory, Mrs. Deacon
told her, that her family had fre-

quently heard groans and raoaning/3

in Brownrigg's houfe ; that fhe fuf-

pefied there were apprentices who
were cruelly treated, and that fhe

would do her utmoft to make far-

ther diicoveries ; taking a diieclion

to find Clifford's mother if any dif-

covery fhould be made.

About this time Brownrigg, the

hufband, having been concerned

in a fale at Hatngflead, bought a

hog, and had it driven home to

his houfe. This hog was kept in

a covered yard, where there was a

fky-light, and 'this it was found

nsceffary to open, in order to let

•ut the fmell which proceeded

from keeping the hog in fo clofe

a place. The removal of the fky-

light gave Mr. Deacon's family

an opportunity of feeing what pal-

fed in Brownrigg's yard; and,

they being upon the watch, it hap-

pened that the apprentice, Wil-

liam Clipfon, being on the 3d of

Auguit at a two pair of flairs win-

dow which looked down on the

fky-light, faw Mary Clifford, her

head, back, and ihoulders being

uncovered, bloody, and cut in a

fhocking manner. Clipfon then

went down to the one pair of flairs

window and crawled out of it up-

on the leads over the yard, and lay-

ing himfelf acrofs the fky-light, had

a fuller view of the poor dying

wretch : he fpoke feveral times,

but received no anfwer : he then

to attract her notice threw down
two or three pieces of mortar, one

of which falling upon her head,

fhs looked up, and attempted to

fpeak, but was able only to ut-

ter a groan. This was over-

heard by Mrs. Brownrigg, but

without pity ; for Clipfon fays, fhe

fpoke to her in a fharp manner,

and afked what was the matter with

her.

The poor girl then drew back

cat of fight, and Clipfon acquaint-

ed the family with what he had

feen.

Intelligence was foon fent to the

mother-in-law, who on the next

day, Friday the fourth of Auguft,

came with the overfeers, and went

into Brownrigg's houfe, and Clip-

fon with them. They enquired

for Mary Clifford, and Brownrigg,

the hufband, told them, fhe was
in Hertfordfhire, attending one of
the children who had the whoop-
ing cough. Clipfon then faid, he

had
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had feen her in a deplorable con-

dition the day before; upon which

Brownrigg fwore by God fhe was

not in the houfe ; after fome alter-

cation he produced Mary Mitchell,

and again fwore there was no other

girl in the houfe. Clipfon in-

filled Mitchell was not the girl

he had feen; and Mr. Grundy,
one of the overfeers, then fent for

a conftable, a. d fearched the houfe,

but without fuccefs.

Upon examining Mitchell, the

girl that was produced, her c.p

was found to be bloody, her head

wounded in many places, and her

fhoulders covered with the fcabs

of wounds that Were healing. Mr.
Grundy perceiving how this girl

had been treated, carried her away
to the workhoufe, wholly regard-

Jefs of Brownrigg's bluftering,

who faid fhe was his apprentice,

and bid him remove her at his

peril.

When they came to take off her

leather boddice, for (lie had no
fhift, it ftuck Co fall to the .wounds,
that the (kin and efchar came away
with them ; when they were off,

and fhe was aiTured fhe fhould re-

turn to her tormentors no more,
fhe began to give an account of
her fufferings, and declared that

Clifford was in the houfe, for that

fhe had parted with her juft before
fhe was herfelf produced.

Mr. Grundy, not doubting the

truth of Mitchell's account, went
back to Brownrigg's, and telling

him he would carry him before a
magiftrate on fufpicion of murder,
fent for a coach.

Brownrigg's neighbours came
about him and offered bail, a law-
yer alfo was fent for, who endea-
voured to intimidate the overfeer
and conftable, but Grundy con-

tinued fleady in his purpofe ; he
faid he would anfwer what he
fhould do, and that as the c

Brownrigg was taken up for was
murder, no bail could be taken.

Matters now took another turn

;

as it was before Brownrigg's in-

tereft to conceal the girl, that it

might not appear lhe had been ill-

treated, it was now become his

intereft to produce her, that it

might be known fhe was alive.

The fon therefore, by the father's

order, brought her from a cup-
board under the beaufet in the

dining-room, where fhe had been
hidden.

No words, fays honeft Winirrave... - ^
in his narrative, can io powerfully

describe the fhocking appearance
which this miferabie object made,
as the filent woe with which every
perfon prefent wa» ftruck, and the

execrations which followed, againlr.

thofe who had reduced her to that

condition. Her head was fwelled

to alrnolt double the natural fize,

and her neck fo much, as that fhe

could neither fpeak nor fwallow ;

her mouth flood open, and the fur-

geon who examined her depofed,
that fhe was all one wound from
her head to her toes, that her fhift

fluck to her body, that fhe was ip.

a fever, and the wounds were be-
ginning to mortify from neglect.

Brownrigg and the girls were
then carried before a magiftrate,

who fent the offender to prifon,

and the fufferers to the hofpital.

The wife and fon had made their

efcape foon after the officer firfl

came to the houfe.

On Sunday following, Auguft the

9th, Mary Clifford died, and the co-

roner's jury brought in their ver-

dict wilful murder, againft James
Brownrigg, the hufband, and Eli-

[iVJ 2 zibeth.
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zr.beth, his wife, tt.aj red that

the cldeft fon John ha I cruelly

treated the girl* therefore he was

included in an advertif ment for

apprehending the mothe;-.

About this time intelligence was
given that Mrs. Brownrigg and

her fon had taken places in the

Dover itage, by the names of Hart-

ly, and this was found to be true,

though they did not think it fafe

to undertake that journey, and

therefore loft their earneft. It was

alio afterwards known that they

had taken a hackney-coach in.

Jewin-ftreet, which fet them down
in Eaft-Smithfield, and that they

took a lodging in a bye ftreet near

Nightingale-lane, where they lived

on bread and water, (being afraid

to llir out to purchafe other food,)

till Tuefday the nth. In Rag-
fair they purchafed fome apparel,

left the defcription given in the

advertisement of what they wore,

might produce a dil'covery. They
lodged one night at a place un-

known, and the next day they took

a lodging at Mr. Dunbar'?, who
keeps a chandler's fhop in Wandf-
worth.

On Saturday the 15th of Auguft,

three days after Mrs. Brownrigg
and her fon had been at Wandf-
wcrth, Mr. Dunbar met with a

news-paper wherein he read the

advertifement. From a concur-

rence of many circumftanccs, it

riruck him immediately that his

lodgers were the perfons defcribeJ,

and he went to town the next

day, and gave information againft

them.

Mr. Owen, the churchwarden,
immediately fent to Mr. Deacon,
their next door neighbour in

Flower- de-Luce court, who knew

them, a id afked him if he would
go with the conftable to Wandf-
worth, which he readily agreed

to do ; then Mr. Owen fent for

Mr. Wingrave, and Mr. Deacon ;

Dunbar and Wingrave immediate-

ly fet out, and when they got to

the houfe, Wingrave went direclljr

to the room, and Mr. Deacon, who
followed at fome diftance, affured

him they were the people he want-

ed. They were brought to town
in a coach, without the leaft fufpi-

cion who they were, and confe-

quently without any tumult or

crowd.

The parties were many times

examined, and on the 9th of Sept.

bills of indiftment were found

againft the father, mother, and the

eldeft fon, for the murder of Clif-

ford.

The trial came on upon Satur-

day the 12th, and lafted fix hours;

the evidence was in fubftance the

fame as this narrative, upon which

Elizabeth was found guilty ; and

James the hufband, and John the

fon, acquitted : they were however
detained to take their trial for a
mifdemeanor.

Though thefe people lived in

credit; and Mrs. Brownrigg had
a watch, and fome other trinkets

which fhe carried ofF with her, yet

in prifon her diftrefs was fo great*

that fhe was obliged to borrow a
few half-pence of a woman who
was prifoner in the fame room
with her.

The crowd that waited in th«

feflions-houfe yard during her trials

teftified their joy by a fhout when
fhe was convi&cd ; and fuch was
the indignation they felt at the

horrid, deliberate, and perfevering

cruelties of which fhe had been
guilty,
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guilty, that thofe who were near

the ordinary's coach when fhe

was carried to execution, cried out

they hoped he would pray for her

damnation, for fuch a fiend ought

not to be faved.

It was undoubtedly a principle

of virtue that abhorred cruelty,

but to preclude the mercy of the

Almighty was certainly cruel, and

the bell of mankind have no ground

of hope but the gracious promife

that extends to the worft, if ,A11

manner of fin and blafphemy fhall

be forgiven unto man." She was

executed on Monday the 14-th day

of Sept. and her body was carried

to Surgeons-hall to be anatomized.

It -is fcarce poflible to quit this

horrid fubjstt without obferving,

that the fafts which now have been

demonftrated were in the higheil

degree improbable. Who could

have believed that two wretches of

the age of 15 or fixteen years, could

in fuch a metropolis as London,

and fuch a neighbourhood as Fet-

ter-lane, continue to fuffer as Mit-

chell and Clifford fuffered for two

years, without difcovery or efcape,

efpecia'.ly as there was no other

fervant in the family but the ap-

prentice-boy to go on errands. Let
us not then too haftily conclude,

on other occafions, that what does

not appear probable is necefiarily

falfe, nor haftily reject every pro-

pofition for which we cannot fully

account. Let our enquiry be cool,

critical, and deliberate : and as

evils multiply beyond probability,

let our vigilance be not only con-
usant but fcrupulous, not refting

in flight appearances, but puftring

•n to facls.

Abjlratt of the trial of William.

Guejl for High-treafon, in filing*

impairing, t$'c. the current coin

of this kingdom,

JOHN Leach, a teller at the
Bank, depofed, that Mr. Gueft

had been there between two and
three years ; that he had feen him
pick new guineas from the old
ones ; that this being Mr. Gueft's
frequent practice, it had created a
fufpicion in his (Mr. Leach's)
mind, which fufpicions he com-
municated to fome others; that on
the 4th cf July Mr. Gueft paid
fome money to Richard Still, fer-

vent to Mr. Coiner, a dyer on the
Bank-fide ; that feeing Mr. Gueft
take fome money out of the
drawer, and put it among the reft

on the table ; when he had paid
the man, Mr. Leach followed him
out, and begged the favour of the
man to walk into the pay-office,

and let him tell the money over;
which he did, and, out of thirtv

guineas, three of them feemed to be
newly filed ; that the man faying

this was all the gold he had about,

him, Mr. Leach carried the three

guineas to Mr. Robert Bell, who
looked at them : Mr. Leach defired

the laid Mr. Bell would carry them
up to Mr. Race the cafhier, but did

not go up with him then ; that

thefe guineas appeared to him, as

if the right milling had been taken

off, and then filed. Being alked

whether it was not common to take

fome money out of the drawer in

th-iir payments at the bank, Mr.
Leach replied, that it was fome-
times, but very feldom, done
there ; but this was not the whole

IN] 3 of
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of the money, but part ; that it

was mixed with the money upon

the table, that they put their gui-

neas in one drawer, the filver in

another, raoidores in another, and

ports in another; that Mr. Race
weighed the three guineas in his

presence, which together weighed
fifteen penny weights, nine grains ;

whereas the weight fhruld have

been fixtcen penny weights, four

grains and a qu -rtcr, which made
a difference of nineteen grains and

a quarter ; that is, three fhi'.'

and a penny according to th.:

ftandard : one of the guineas (a

George II.) weighed live penny

weights three grains and nine fix-

teenths ; two of his prefent ma-
jefty wanted about ten pence, the

other thirteen or fourteen pence.

Richard Still depofed to the

guineas being paid, and taken from

him, in the manner above related.

Mr. Bell, a teller at _the bank,

confirmed their being brought to

him, and carried by him to Mr.
£.ace ; who having looked at the

edges, clofed them in a paper,

wrote 4th of July on them, and

then bid him carry them to Mr.
Leach, and defire him to keep

them in his cuftody, which was
done.

Mr. Race, the chief cafhier, de-

pofed to the guineas being brought

him by the lall evidence, with his

delivery of them to Mr. Bell again,

who teltifies to his own re-delivery

of them to Mr- Leach, and the

latter to their having been in his

cuilody ever fince.

• Mr. Thompfon, one of the ca-

fliiers, depclcs to the manner of
locking up the tellers bags every

night; and that having received

Orders from Mr. Race to infpect

into Mr. Gueft's bag of the 4th of

July, and one or two of the tellers

to be prefent with him, the bag

was accordingly examined in tl ?

prefence of Mr. Lucas and Mr.
Kemp, who told the money over,

when the whole fum was 1800I.

16s. 6d. in feveral bags; that is

to fay, thirteen bags in all ; that

there was one bap;, in which were

forty guineas which ieemed frefher

than the others upon the edges ;

that thefe guineas were compared

and examined with caution and

deliberation ; feaieq
1 up by Mr,

Kemp and bimfelf; not opened

till that morning, and kept locked

up by the two keys of the cafhier

and teller.

Mr. Lucas and Mr. Kemp, both

tellers in the bank, confirmed the

teitimony of the preceding witnefs,

with the appearance of the forty

guineas on the edges, and their

deficiency in weight ; which Mr.
Kemp fays, was fiom eight pence

to fourteen pence one with the

ether, and that there was a defici-

ency in every one or" them.

Mr. Sewallis, belonging to the-

bank, depofes to having fearched

the houfe of Mr. Cue ft, in July

laft: that in a two pair of ftairs

room was a mahogany ncit of

drawers, the top of which was

forced open in the prefence of Mr.
Hull, Mr. Humberton, and the

lord mayor's officer, and there they

found a vice, files, and other

things.

Mr. Humberton fwears that he

is a feiyant in the bank; that he

was prefent at the fearch of Mr.
Gueft's houfe ; afked him at tr;c

bank far the keys of his book- cafe,

and a cupboard, telling him h«

was going to iearch his houfe,

there being warrants out againft

him j that "Mr". Gueft replied, he
" <H4



APPENDIX to the CHRONICLE. [199

did not know what authority any

body had to fearch his houfe, and

refufed to deliver his keys ; and

that he found all the things there

above depofed, which had con-

tinued under feal till before the

grand jury, the day before the

trial came on, and that they were

then under the feals of the grand

jurv. (Among thefe things was a

bag with a hundred guineas, and

two bags of gold fiHi gs, weighing

four pounds eleven ounces and

nineteen penny weights. The
cheil of drawers in which they

were found, is defcribed at large

in the fefftons paper, and is of very

curious contrivance. On the teeth

of one of the files was fome yellow

fluff.)-

Jofeph Nichols depofed, that

he is one of the moniers at the

mint, where he has been employed
twenty years, apprenticefhip and
all ; that one of the tools produced
was capable of milling money
round the edges ; and having look-

ed at the three guineas paid Mr.
Still, the hundred guineas, and the

forty guineas, found in Mr. Gueft's

bag?, faid they had all arti-

ficial edges, 'and appeared to be

frefh filed, which might be done
with the instrument before produ-

ced, and was not done at the mint
at the Tower.

Mr. Chamberlaine produced
three guineas, on which Mr. Ni-
chols put edges in his prefence,

with the inllrument found in the

prii'oner's room, and faid they
were quite plain before. Being
compared, by Mr. Nichols, with
tl-.e others found in the prifoner's

drawer, the latter faid they were fo

near alike, that he believed them
all to be done with the fame tool.

Humberton depolss to taking

three (mall parcels of filings out of

thofe found in Mr. Gueft's room,
and delivering them to Mr. Cham-
berlaine, who delivered the fame
to Mr. Lucas ; which Lift again

fwears to having received, afTayed

them, and found them agreeable

to the ftandard, and thinks they

might come from the filings of our

guineas.

Samuel Lee, a teller at the bank,

thinks it was the latter end of
March the prifoner had a bar of

gold, between five and fix inches

long, under two inches wide, and

better than half an inch deep;

thit he afked the prifoner how he

came by it, who faid, he had it

from Holland. To this Lee faid,

he thought it was not like a regular

bar of gold, it had a deal of copper

on the back. Gueft replied, it

muft be filed off, and that all bar?

of gold were fo. Mr. Lee being

afked whether he had feen any bars

of gold before, faid he had fcores of

times, but never any with fuch a

fcum.

Thomas Troughton, a jeweller,

depofes to having fold two ingots

of gold for Mr. Gueft, one about

forty-eight ounces, the other about

forty-fix ounces, which appeared

like bars of gold that came from
abroad, and that he underftood

them as fuch. The firft of thefe

was fold the 12th of June lait

;

the other about fix months ago.

Says they were about a foot long,

a^id had no appearance ofcopper or

filing.

^er Collins, fervant to Mr.
Gueil, fwears to having looked

once into his book-cafe, in his ab-

fence, when open, and to have feen

there a glafs cup with fome yellow

dull in it, and by the cup was a file

like that produced in court.

[A] 4. Prifoner
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Prifoner, in his defence, faid he

was innocent of the crime laid to his

charge.

Robert Fratley, optical inftru-

ment m;.ker ; John Hunter, con-

verfant in the ma fhematical and
clock- way ; Geo. Hodgfon, clock-

maker; ail for the prifoner, de-

pofe, that the inftrument produced
as above in court is fit for milling

in. ny Other things befides guineas

;

and the ftcoud faid it was the

gr *atefl improvement he had ever

feen.

Several perfons, and among
them fome of rank, appeared to

Mr. Guelt's character. Thofe who
would perufe this trial more at

If'rge, are referred to the feffions

paper.

C-opy of a letter of her imperial ma-

jefy of all the RuJJias, to his ex-

celltncy count Wolodimer Orlo-iv,

director of the academy of fciences

at Peterfbv.rg.

Mcnf. Count Orlow,

HAVING been informed,

that in the fumrner of the

year 1769, the planet Venus will

pais over the fun, I write you this

letter, that you may acquaint the

academy of fciences on my part

(1) that it is my pleafure that the

academy Ihould procure the ob-
servations to be made with the

utmort care ; and that I defire, in

confequ'-nce, to know (2) which
are the moft advantageoufly Actu-

ated places of the empire that the

academy has deiHned for this ob-
fervation ? To the end, that in

cafe it mould be neceflary to erect

any buildings, workmen, &c. may
be fern, and proper meafuxes be

taken; (3) that if there be not a

fuflicient number of aftronomers

in the academy for completing
the obfervations in the places

pitched upon by the academy, I

propofe, and take upon me to find

out among my marine fubje&s,

fuch as, during the interval be-

tween the prcient time and the

tranfit of Venus, may be perfect-

ed in the habit of observing under

the eyes of the profeffors, fo as to

be employed to advantage in this

expedition, and to the fatis faction

of the academy. You will, Mr.
Count, tranfmit me the anfwer of
the academy, with its full opinion

about every thing above, that I may
give orders for the whole, without

lofs of time.

Catharine.
Mofco-w, 3 March, 1767.

Copy of a Letterfrom M. Ramoujky,

of the imperial academy offciences

at Petersburg, to Mr. Short, of the

Royal Society of London,

3 I R,

I
Expected 'your letter impatient-

ly, and received it the lyth of

October. We were fomewhat in

doubt as to our anfwering the views

of our fovereign, till the arrival

of your letter, which diffipated our

uneafinefs in refpect of the inflru-

ments. Judge yourielf, fir, how
frisfactory ic was to us to un-.

do fund that you would take upon

you to procure us the neceflary

iniirumenis, and, moreover, to give

us vour advice how to proceed fuc-

cefsfuliy in this important observa-

tion.

I thank you, fir, in the name of

the acr.d'-tmy, and on my own ac-

count efpecially, hoping a more
favour-
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favourable occafion of teftifying

my obligations. At prefent, 1

refer to your judgment the mea-

sures the academy has taken with

relation to the tranfit of Venus.

Purfuant to her imperial ma-

jefty's orders, in her letter to his

excellency Count Wolodimer Or-

loff, dire&or of the academy, the

copy whereof I herewith fend

you ; the academy having repre-

sented, that the propereft places

in the Ruffian empire for the cb-

fervation of the duration of the

tranfit, are Kola, and parts near

it, and for the exit, the borders

of the Cafpian fea, has befecched

her majefty to be pleafed to fend

two obfervers to the north, and

two to the Cafpian. The flatipns

named by the academy, are Kola,

Solowetfkoy, Mqnaftir, Aftracan,

and Orenburg. The emprefs, in

accordance to the reprefentations

plete obfervation of this pheno-

menon.
St. Pcterjhurgy 23 OJtcbcr, 1767,

A curious account of the great erup-

tion of Mount Vefwvius en tbt

igth of October, 1 767. Ex-
tracted from a letter wrote to a
friend in England by the ho-

nourable William Hamilton, envoy

extraordinary and minifler pleni-

potentiary of Jsis Britannic .'t.a-

jejly to the king of the 5 ijus

Sicilies.

S I have nothing material to

trouble you with at prefent,

I will endeavour to give you a
fhort and exact account of the

eruption, which is allowed' to have
been the molt violent, though of
fhort duration, in the memory of
man. I had foretold this erup-

of the academy, apprehenfive of tion fome time, having had oppor-

the precarious itate of the weather tunities from my viik to watch its

motions more minutely than any
one here ; and thofe threats which

you read in the papers, were ex-

tracts from my letters to lord Shel-»

burne. The 19th, at feven in the

morning, I faw an unufual fmcalc

iflue with great violence from the

mouth of the volcano, and form
the fhape of a pine-tree, as Pliny

defcribed before the eruption in

which his uncle peruhed ; by which

I knj:W the eruption to be at hand,

and in fa£t before eight I faw the

mountain open, and the lava run

from the crack, near the top of
the volcano; but as it took its

courfe on the fide oppofite our
villa, 1 had the curiolity to go
round, and take a nearer view of
it : as it requires time and fatigue

to go up, 1 did not come in light

of.

at the end of May at Kola and

thereabouts, has been pleafed to

dilbribute four other obfervers

among thofe quarters. The aca-

demy availing itfelf of the high

protection her imperial majefty has

deigaed to extend to this enter-

prise, has determined one to Ja-

koutfke, where the duration will

not be lefs than by about z\ lefs

than at Kola, Torneao and Ca-

janeburg.

Mr. Wargentin has informed

me, that Mr. Mallet of Upfal is

preparing for Torneao, and Mr.

Planmann for his former Cajane-

burg, fo that this country will be

fo lecure in fuch a multiplicity of

obfervers, that it may be well

hoped, that fome ftation or other

will not fail of awarding a com-
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of the lava, which was running

in two ilreams down the fide of

the mountain, till eleven o'clock.

I had only a peafant of the moun-
tain with me, and was making my
remarks, when on a fudden about

mid-day the great eruption hap-

pened about a quarter of a mile

from me; at hrft it was only like

a fountain of liquid fire, which

fprung up many feet into the air,

then a torrent burll out with a

moll horrid noife, and came to-

wards us. I took off" my coat to

lighten myfelf, and gave it to the

peafant, and we thought proper

to run three miles without flop-

ping. By this time the noife had

greatly increafed, and the afhes

caufed almoft a total darknefs, and

as the earth ihook I thought pro-

per to retire ilill farther, and upon

returning home I perceived ano-

ther lava towards the Torre del

Annonciata, which in Iefs than

two hours flowed four milep. Our
villa lTicok fo much, and the fmell

of fulphur was fo ftrong, that I

thought proper to return to "Na-

ples ; and indeed the fright of the

fainiiy was fo great that it was im-

poflible to remain at the villa.

The king's palace, though not

fo near the mountain as our villa,

is ilill within reach of lavas, there

being no lefs than feven, one upon

another, under the palace. I

thought it right to acquain)

court of the impending danger, and

advifed the Marquis Tanucci to

perfuade his Sicilian Majefty to

remove to Naples ' directly*; but,

for what reafon I know not, my
advice was not followed ; and the

confequence was, the lava coming

within a mile and a half of the

palace, and thv thunder of the

mountain increafing, the u hole

«ourt was obliged to remove in

the middle of the fame night in

the utmoft confuiion.' The ex-

plcfions of the volcano occafioned

fo violent a concuflion of the air,

that the doer of the king's room at

Portici was burft open, and one
door in the palace, though locked,

was forced open ; and what is

more wonderful, the like happened
in many parts of Naples itfelf.

The mountain for three days made
this noife by fits, which lailed five

or fix hours each time, and then

was perfectly quiet : we did not

fee the fun clear almofl the whole
week, and the afhes fell in q
tities at Naples fo as to cover the

houfes and ilreets an inch deep or

more. 'Tis really wonderful to

think of the quantity of matter

that came out of the mountain in

fo fliort a time, for on Thurfday
the lavas ceafed running, and if I

had not examined them myfelf

fince, I could not have believed

it : from the place where I faw

the mountain burft, to the point

where the lava flopped near Por-

tici, is to be fure {even miles, and

five miles of this it travelled in

two hours, the very road I came
down ; notwithflanding which, in

fome places the torrent is two

miles broad, and the lava 40 feet

high ; it took its courfe through

an immenfe water channel that is

about 400 feet deep, and actually

filled it up in fome places. Stones

of a moft enormous fize were

thrown up from the mouth of the

volcano near a mile high, I be-

lieve, and fell at leaft half a mile

from it: in fhort, it is impoflible to

defcribe fo glorious and horrid a

fcene ; for whilft this was going

on, Naples was crowded with

procefiions, women with their hair

loofe and bare feet, full of every

fuperftition. The prifoners killed

their
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their gaoler, and attempted to brealc

out. The cardinal archbifnop's

gate was burnt down, becaufe he

would not bring out St. Januarius;

and when he was brought cut on

Thursday, a mob of an incredible

number of people leaded the faint

with abufe for fuffering the moun-

tain to frighten them fo : their

expreffions were—You are a pretty

faint protector indeed ! you yellow-

faced fellow ! (for the filver in

which the faint's head is incafed,

i< very much tarnim'ed), and when
the noife of the mountain ceafed,

they fell upon their faces, and

thanked him for the miracle, and

returned to thecndiedral ringing h :

s

praifes, and telling him how hand-

fome he was. One man's faith in

the faint was fo greatJ that at the

head of the proceflion, when he

came in fight of the mountain, he

turned up his bare b to it, and
faid, now kifs it, for here comes
Ger.ariello. I am forry to fay that

ill this is actually true: nay.it

would 611 many meets was I to tell

you half what I law laft week of

this fort. The mountain is now
quite calm, and I believe for the

prefent there is an end of this erup-

tion, but I do not believe all the

matter is yet come out. I am very

glad fo much is come out, and that

riello did not flop it fooner

;

for if be had, we fhould furely have
had an earthquake, and been demo-
lished. This laft eruption has fully

fatisried my curiofity, and I fhould

be as well fatished if the mountain
was 100 miles from this capital.

An account of the laft honours paid
. to his Royal Highnefs the Duke of

Tcrky at Monaco in Italy.

N Thurfda'y the 17th of

September 1767, as foon,o

as his Royal Highnefs had ex-
pired, the prince of Monaco told

his officers and feryants that he
muft then acknowledge the rank
of his unfortunate gueft, by fuch
refpeft and honours as he was able
in that fituation to pay to his me-
mory ; that he had ordered a can-
non to be fired every half hour till

the body fhould be depofitcd ort

board the fhip, and the chambre
ardent to be prepared for the ly-

ing in flate, according to the
cuitom of that country, with his

body-guard to attend, and a guard
from the reg'ment. Accordingly
the preparations were made in the

largelt apartment of the palace,

hung with black; a high canopy
in the middle of black and filver,

with a reprefcr.t.uion of a coffin of
the fame, upon fix ftages, or fieps

of black, on each of which were
a ro»v of tapers in large gold and
filver candlefticks ; on the coffin,

a filver pillow with a coronet upon
it, the fword next on the coffin,

and then the garter, george, and
flar ; on the ground, a row of
torches round the whole ; under
the canopy, behind the ftage, was
placed the coffin, which was made
as near as pollible in the Englifh

manner, covered with the pall

;

on each fide were two mutes, and
behind Col. St. John, Col. Mor-
rifon, Commodore Spry, and Mr.
Schutz, attended : the whole
lighting confuted of near 200 ta-

pers. The proceflion from thence

to the water-fide was fixed for Sun-
day at four o'clock in the after-

noon, according to the order here-

unto fubjoined, and the chambre
ardent was opened at nine o'clock

that morning. At the fetting out

of the proceflion, a fignal was*

made for the lhip to fire minute-

guns till the body fhould be oa
board j
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board ; as it came out of the pa-

lace, the regiment was drawn up,

their drums in black, and officers

with crape; at the water-fide was
the long-boat with a canopy for,

the body covered with black, and
the royal ftandard hoifted half

high ; this was towed by the cap-
tain's barge, with the mutes in

it : behind was the commo-
dore's barge, with his Royal

Highnefs's fervants, and two more
barges for the remaining officers.

The prince of Monaco continued

at the waterfide till the whole
was on board; when the royal

ftandard was hoifted half high on
board the ihip, and the minute-

guns cealed : the garrifon then

fired two rounds of cannon, and
the regiment two rounds of run-

ning fire.

Order of the proceffion referred to above

:

The Guard
Sailors with Flambeaux
All the Duke's Servants

Two Surgeons a-breait

Four Mutes
Gentlemen who carry the Enfigns of the Garter

Two by two Lieutenants.

Captain Cofoy Captain Dicking*
Pall-Bearer

"
Pall-Bearer

Canopy-Bearer

Canopy-Bearer

Canopy-Bearer

Sailors to

fupport

the Coffin.

Canopy -Bearer

Canopy -Bearer

Canopy-Bearer

Mr. Schutz Commodore Spry

Pall-Bearer Pall-Bearer

Colonel St. John
Colonel Morrifon

The Prince of Monaco
Gentlemen his Attendants

The reft of the Englilh Gentlemen
Two by two.

Ceremonial of the private interment

of his late Royal Higbnefs the

£>uke of York and Albany, in the

royal vault in king Henry the

filth's chapel.

AS foon as advice was received

of the arrival of the corpfe

of his Royal Hijjhnefs the Duke

of York at the Nore, on the 30th
of Oftober laft, his coffin, covered
with fine crimfon velvet, with filver

nails and handles, and the filver

plate containing his titles, was dif-

patched ,to the faid place, when
the corpfe, inclofed in a leaden

coffin, was taken out of a very

neat wooden one, covered likewife

with
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in which order they proceeded to
the jerufalem chamber near the
houfe of lords.

The fame day the royal vault in

Weftminfter Abbey was opened,
and at night his Highnefs's bowels
were carried into the vault, whera
his body was interred the evening
following.

Between' nine and ten on the
following evening, the proceffion

began from the Prince's chamber,
(whither the body had been re-
moved the night before), paffing

through the Old Palace-yard to the
fouth-eaft corner of Weflminfler
Abbey, upon a floor railed in, co-
vered with black cloth, and lined

on each fide with a party of the
foot guards, in the following or-
der:

Drums and trumpets founding a
folemn march, with banners attach-
ed to them, adorned with naval
trophies, the drums covered with
black.

fcith crimfon velvet, with filver

lace round the borders, and put,

into a new one made by his ma-
jefty's upholfterer. A beautiful urn,

covered in the fame manner as the

coffin, and lined with white fat-

tin, was fent down, in which the

bowels of his Royal Highnefs were

depofited.

On the fecond of November, the

Mary yacht, with the corpfe of his

Royal Highnefs the Duke of York,
appeared off Woolwich, and was
faluted minutely whilft pafiing

;

about twenty minutes after ten it

arrived at Greenwich, and foon'

after three was landed and put into

the hearfe under a royal falute of
the artillery. The procefilon then

began to move towards Weftmin-
fter. The hearfe was preceded by
two coaches and fix, befides his

Highnefs's own body coach, in

which were three of the lords of
his bed-chamber ; one of whom
bore the urn with the embalmed
parts of his Royal Highnefs's body;

The Serjeant Trumpeter.
Knight Marihal's men.

Gentlemen, Servants to his Royal Highnefs.
Page of the Prefence.

Page of the Back Stairs.

Pages of Honour.
Mr. Frederick. Mr. Codogan.

Equerries.

Capt. Wrottefly. Capt. Hamilton.
Col. Morrifon.

Secretary.

Dr. Blair.

Purfuivants of Arms.
Heralds of Arms.

Treafurer of his Royal Highnefs's Houlhold.
The Hon. Ch. Sloane Cadogan, Efq;

•
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Norroy King of Arms.

The Lord Chamberlain of his Majefty'i

Houihold.

The Coronet upon a black velvet cuAYtos,

borne by Clarencieux King of Arms.

Four Vice- Ad-
j
Support-

mirals Support- er s of the
«rs of the Ca- paU

.

«\opy, in their

Uniform Coats,
j

Black Waift-
j

Lord Le
coats, 8c Crapes Defpeil-
in their H.it:,

and on their

Aims, vie.

Sir Ed. Hawke,
Knight of the

Bath.

D. of Bolton.

SirChar. Saun-

ders, K.nt. of

the Bath.

Fr. Ceary, Efqj

Lord
Bruce.

THE
BODY

Covered \vi:h a

Holland Sheet, and

a Black Velvet Pall,

adorned with

Eight Efcut-

cheons of his

Royal rligfi-

nefs's Arms,

under a Cano-

py of Black

Velvet.

Support-

ers of the

Pall, viz.

Lord Bo-
tetourt.

Lord
Bofton.

Four Vice-Ad-
mirals Support-

ers of the Ca-
nopy, in their

Uniform Coats,

Black Waift-

coats, & Crapes

in their Hats,

and on their

Arms, viz.

Tho. Frank-
land, Efq

c

Sir Ch. Hardy,
Knt.

Sir Sim. Cor-
nifii, Bart.

Sir G. BrHgei
Rodney, Bart.

A Gentleman Ulher, i

Supporter,

Duke of Montagu
in a black cloak.

Carter Principal King of Aims,
with his Rod of Office.

Chief Mourner,
the Duke of Grafron,

in a Lng black cjoak, his

train borne by

Sir Peter Dennis, Bait.

i A Gentleman Ulher.

SDukeo
Supporter,

fNorthumberland

a black cloak

AlMants to the Chief Mourner,
Earl of Denbigh. Earl of Huntingdon.
Earl cf Litchfield. Earl of Peterborough.

Earl Harcourt. —— Earl of Pcmfret.

Earl Delawar. Earl of Orford.

A Gendeman Ufher.

Grboms of his Royal HighneTs's Bedchamber.
Sir William Booth'by- Colonel Weir.

Colonel St. John.

Yeomen of the Guard.

At the entrance of Weflminfter-

Abbey, within the church, the

dean and prebendaries, attended

by the choir, received the body,

falling into the proceflion next be-

fore Norroy king of arms, and

fo proceeded, finging, into king

Henry the Seventh's chapel, where

the coffin was placed on treflels,

the head towards the altar, the

crown and cufhion being laid there-

on, and the canopy held over it,

while the fervice was read by the

dean of Wefhninfter, the chief

mourner and his two fupporters

fitting on chairs at the head of the

eorpfe,



APPENDIX to the CHRONICLE. [207

corpfe, the lords affiftants and fup-

porters of the pall upon itools on

either fide.

The part of the fervice before

the interment being read, the

corpfe was depofited in the vault;

and the Dean having finilhed the

burial fervice, garter king of arms

proclaimed his Royal Highnefs's

itile as follow.-.

Thus it hath j>leafed Almighty

God to take' out of this tran-

ficory life unto his divine mercy,

the late meft high, moil mighty,*

and mod illuftricus prince Ed-

ward Auguflus, duke of York
and Albany, earl of Uliler,

knight of the moll noble order

of the garter, fecond fon of the

late molt illultrious prince Fre-

derick, prince of Wales, de-

ceafed, and next brother to his

molt excellent majeity George
the Third, by the Grace of

God, King of Great Britain,

France, and Ireland, defender

of the faith ; whom God blefs

and preferve with long life,

health, and honour, and all

worldly happinefs.

Seme particulars of the Life of bis late

Royal Highnefs the Duke of York.

HI S royal highnefs Edward
Augultus, duke of York,

fecond fon of Frederick prince

of Wales, was born March |t,

1738-9, about four o'clock in the

afternoon, and chriitencd April 1

1

following. The fponfors, on that

occafion, were the king of Prufiia,

the duke of Brunfwick-Wolfen-

buttle, and the dutchefs of Saxe-

Weiffenfels, reprefentcd, reflec-

tively, by Charles duke of Queenf-

berry and Dover, Henry marquis

of Caernarvon (now duke of Chan-
dois) and lady Charlotte Edwin.
At the different ftages of youth,

he was put under preceptors qua-
lified to inltrucl him in the various

branches of literature, and the ex-
ercifes proper for a prince of his

birth; and as he was defigned to
prefide at the naval board, the
knowledge of maritime affairs

formed a capital part of the plan
a'lotted for his ftudies. On the

1 3th of March 1752, he was
eletted alight companion of the

moll noble order of the garter,

and initalled the 4th of June fol-

lowing.

His royal highnefs, on the 25th
of July, 1758, embarked at Portf-

mouth, on board the Effex, com-
manded by Richard, now lord

vifcount Howe, and proceeding
with the fleets was prefent at the

reduction of Cherburg, in Nor-
mandy, by general Bligh. Hav-
ing likewife failed in September
enfuing with the fame nobleman,
when his lordfhip efcorted the

tranfports with the troops fent out

againft St. Ma!o, he witneffed the

unfortunate affair at St. Cas, on
the 28th of that month, and fhewed
great refolution and firmnefs of
mind. His highnefs, after he had
gone" through the fubordinate of-

fices of rnidfhipman and lieute-

nant, was, on the 19th of June
J 7>9» promoted to the command
of his Majelly's fhip Phcenix, of
forty guns. On the 28th of next
month he failed from Plymouth,
on board the Hero man of war,
with .the prefent lord Edgecumbe,
and upon his joining the fleet off

Brelt, was complimented by ad-
miral Hawke, and all the other
flag officers and captains of that

fquadrori. He returned, with Sir

Edward
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Edward and admiral Hardy, to

Plymouth found, on the 13th of

O&ober, and foon after his landing

fet out for London.

On the ift of April, 1760, his

late majefty was pleafcd to grant

unto his royal highnefs, and the

heirs male of his body, the digni-

ties of duke of the kingdom of

Great Britain, and of earl of the

kingdom of Ireland, by the names,

jtiles, and titles, of duke of York

and Albany, in the faid kingdom

of Great Britain,, and of earl of

Ulfter, in the faid kingdom of Ire-

land; he took the oaths, and his

feat, in the Britifh fenate, on the

ninth of May following ; and on the

27th of October, that year, two

days after his brother's acceffion to

the throne, was fworn of the privy-

council. On the 31ft of March,

1761, his royal highnefs was ap-

pointed rear-admiral of the Blue,

and fworn in at the Admiralty on

the 8th of next month.

The common-council of Lon-

don, on the' 5th of June, 1 761,

voted that the freedom of their

city be prefented to his royal

highnefs in a gold box of 150 gui-

neas value, in teftimony of their

dutiful affettion for their fove-

rei^n, and as a pledge of their

grateful refpeft to his royal high-

nefs, for his early entrance into

the naval fervice of his king and

Country, the noble ft and moll ef-

fectual bulwark of the wealth, re-

putation, and independence of this

commercial nation ; and that his

royal highnefs be numbly requeft-

ed to honour the city by his ac-

ceptance of the faid freedom. His

royal highnefs having figmfied his

confent to accept this token of

the citizens efteem, Sir Matthew

Blakifton, lord mayor, accompa-

nied by twelve other aldermen,

together with the mafter of the

grocers company, attended by a
committee of his brethren, waited

on his highnefs, on the 12th of

the next month, when the mafter

of the grocers company prefented

him with the freedom of that fo-

ciety, and the comptroller of the

chamber of London delivered to

him that of the city ; it being a

fundamental part of the conftitu-

tion of London, that no perfon

be admitted a freeman of the city,

till he be firft fo in fome of the

companies ; and likewife cuftom-

ary, when an honorary freedom
is granted, for the company,
whereof the lord mayor is a mem-
ber, previoufly to admit the in-

tended citizen into their fraternity.

At his brother's nuptials, Sep-

tember, 8, 1 76 1, his highnefs, as

chief fupporter to the royal bride,

walked on her right hand : and at

the proceflion of the enfuing coro-

nation, on the 22d of that month,

appeared in his robes, as firft

prince of the bloodj

On the 23d of June, 1762, he
hoifted his flag, at Spithead, on
board the Princefs Amelia (where-

of lord Howe was captain) and
falling down to St. Helen's, fail-

ed, with the fleet under Sir Ed-
ward Hawke, on a cruize, to the

coafts of France, Spain, and Por-
tugal, from which he returned the

Auguft following. His royal high-

nefs, on the 28th of next months
fet fail with a fmall fquadron, from
St. Helen's to the Bay of Bifcayj

and returning thence to Plymouth^,

on the 30th of October, was elect-

ed high fteward of that corpora-

tion, and about the fame time pre-

ferred to be vice-admiral of the

Blue. In that quality, he failed

fioat
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from Plymouth, on the 14th of

November following, with the fleet

under Sir Charles Hardy, on a

cruize to the weftward, and, on

the return of that fquadron, ar-

rived the 13th of December at Lon-

don, where he chiefly refided till

June 30; when he fet out on a tour

to different parts of England, as

he had done the three preceding

fummers, and was every where re-

ceived with the refpect due to his

rank.

At the baptifm of his nephew,
prince Frederick, September 19,

1753, his royal highnefs flood

godfather, by his proxy the earl

of Huntingdon, being then on his

way to Plymouth, to embark for

foreign parts. He fet fail from
that port September 22, on board

the Centurion, commanded by

commodore Harrifon ; and a* he

chofe to travel incog, he took the

title of Earl of UUter, in which

character he was received at the

court of Lilbon, where he arrived

October 3. From thence he de-

parted in the fame fliip, October 28,

for Gibraltar, where he ltaid but

two days, and then failed to Port-

mahon, where he remained till

November 17, and then fleered

for Genoa, which he reached on
the 28th.

After rending there about ten

weeks, he vifited Turin, Florence,

Leghorn, Rome, Parma, Venice,

Padua, Milan, and other noted ci-

ties in Italy ; and was entertain-

ed, with great magnificence, in

every place } but did not proceed
to Naples, as there was a malig-
nant diflemper raging in the Nea-
politan dominions. On Friday,
Augufl 17, 1764, his royal high-

nefe. re-embarkine at Genoa on
V01,. X.

board the Centurion, landed on
the 20th at Nice, in the king of

Sardinia's territories, from whence
he went to Antibes, the firft town
from Italy in the French domi-
nions ; and from thence through
Aix; Avignon, Valence, Vienne,
Lions, Villefranche, Macon, Tour-
neesi Chalon, Dijon, Langres,
Chamount, St. Dizier, Chalons
au Champagne, Rheims, Laon,
St. Quintin, Peronne, Arras, and
St. Omer, to Calais ; without touch-

ing at Paris, where magnificent

preparations were made for his re-

ception.

The reafon of his not coming
through Paris, was faid to be a cold-

nefs which then fubflfted between,

the courts of London and Ver-
failles, on account of fome late in-

fractions in the treaty of peace, by
the French. He crofled the ftraits,

and landed at Dover on the 31 it

of Auguft ; from whence he pro.

ceeded to London.
On the 5th of December, 1764,

he was elected president of the

London hofpital. He had before

been made a fellow of the royal

fociety.

In the fiimmer, 1765, his royal

highnefs made the tour of feveral

parts of Holland and Germany.
On the 12th of June he arrived at

the Hague, and was complimented

by a deputation from the States-

General. In July he vifited the

court of Berlin, where he was re-

ceived and entertained by the king

of Pruflia with particular marks of
diflinction and favour. About the

beginning of Auguit he returned to

England, and immediately vifited

Tunbridge and other parts which

he had not feen before.

When the parliament met, which

[O] it
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it did in December, he attended

his duty there, as one of the peers

of the realm ; and on the queltion

about repealing the American

(lamp aft, voted againfl the mini-

ilers ; and was again numbered
with the oppofition in another di-

viiion, during the fame feflion.

And in the fucceeding feffion (1767)
upon a queilion relating to the bill

of indemnity, framed and patted

by the affembly of Maflachufets

Bay, he fpoke againfl the minillers,

then in office.

On Tuefday, July the 7th, (five

days after the prorogation of par-

liament) his royal highnefs fet out

for Dover, in order to vifit the

continent once more. He was at-

tended by the hon. colonel St. John,

John Wrottefly, Efq; and the hon.

colonel Morrifon. On the 11th

he arrived at ErufTels, under the

title of Earl of Uliler, and was po-

litely received by prince Charles,

who had juit before entertained the

prince and princefs of Brunfwick

with great magnificence. From
Bruflels he went to Mons, and to

Paris. On the 19th he was pre-

fented to the king and queen of

France at Compeigne, under the

title of Earl of Uliter ; and on the

23d his royal highnefs had the

honour to fup with their majeilies.

A few days afterwards, he was pre-

fent at a grand review ofthe French

troops by the king himlelf, who
aflced his royal highnefs how he

liked his troops ; to which the

prince anfwered, " That they cer-

tainly made a fine appearance, and
for the fake of your majeily, added
he, and my brother, I hope never

to fee them any where elfe." His
royal highnefs was next invited

by the king and queen to a grand
entertainment at Chantilly, to

which the prince of Conde, by the

king's order, invited upwards of

three hundred of the principal no-

bility of France. The duke of
Orleans invited his royal highnefs

to take the diverfion of the chafe

with him, which he did feveral

times. During his flay at the

French court, he was daily enter-

tained and complimented by the

princes, princefTes, and nobility of
France, all of whom feemed to vie

with each other in {hewing him the

higheft honours and refpect.

We have given an authentic ac-

count in our chronicle of the cir-

cumftances relative to his royal

highnefs's laft illnefs ; we have no
alteration to make in it ; but to

obferve that another account fays

his illnefs was occafioned by the

great fatigues he underwent, for

two days, of exceffive hot weather,

in viewing the fortifications of
Toulon. We have mentioned this,

though a matter of little confe-

quence, as we would leave no par-

ticular unnoticed, upon this affecting

and melancholy occafion.

It is needlefs to delineate his

character, for it is engraved in the

heart of every Englilhman. His

affability, good nature, humanity,

and generofity, endeared him to

all ranks of people. He was fond

of company and pleafures, which

induced him to vifit moft places of

public refort ; and contributed to

make him very generally known,
and much beloved. He was par-

ticularly kind and tender to his

domelHcs, who regarded him with

the moil real affection, and lament

his lofs with the moil unfeigned

forrow. He was a lover of the

polite and fine arts; and, if his

royal highnefs had lived, it is

probable that hit difpofition to,

and
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above five o'clock in the evening,

when the cabbin-boy fwam to the

hull, and threw them a rope, by
which they got on the bottom of
the veflel, where they were Hill

in a difmal plight: the firft want
that invaded then was drink ; this

drove away all thought of meat.
The main-maft with all the rig-

ging, the lanyards having beer*

cut away, came up alongfide,

from which they got the wreath,

(a fquare hoop which binds the

head of the maft) with which, and
a bolt of a foot long, they went
to work on her bottom, in the

mean time keeping their mouths
moid, as well as they could, by
chewing the fluff off her bottom,

flie not having any barnacles, be-

ing lately cleaned, and fome lead

which was on her bow, and drink-
ing their own water. In four days
time Peter Toy died raving for

drink, whofe body they threw off

the veflel the next day. In this

manner did they work for fix

days, without meat, drink, or

fleep, nor daring to lie down for

fear of falling off the veflel , the

fixth day they got a hole in the

brig, where they found a barrel

of bottle beer; this they drank
very greedily : they foon got ano-

ther parcel, when one of them put

the others on an allowance. The
eleventh day of their being on the

wreck, they got a barrel of pork,

which they were obliged to eat

raw. As to fleep, as foon as they

got a hole through the vefTel's

bottom, they pulled out a great

number of ftaves and fliingles, and
made a platform in the fame place;

but fo fmall it was, that, when the/

wanted to turn, they were obliged

to wait till the fea hoifted the vef-

fel, and when fhe fell again with

[0] 1 the

and knowledge of, maritime af-

fairs, might have put the nation

under as great obligations to him,

as they had been to his royal uncle

for his military fervices. He died

univerfally lamented, and the great

tendernefs, refpedt, and regard,

which was fhewn upon that me-
lancholy occafion, and during the

whole courfe of his illnefs by the

prince of Monaco, deferve every

tribute of praife and gratitude.

His eftablifhment was 20,000/.

ilerling per annum, viz. from the

king his brother 9000/. from the

public 8000 /. a penfion on Ireland

3000 /.

A narrative ofthe extraordinary dif
trtjfes nuhicb were/offered at fea,

by thefurviving part of the crew

of the brig Sally, captain Tabry,

boundfrom Philadelphia to Hifpa-

niola.

ON the 9th of Auguft laft, in

latitude 25, having a flrong

gale of wind, the brig was laid to

under her main -flay -fail till ten

o'clock the next morning, when fhe

was hove on her beam ends, and
in lefs than five minutes turned

keel upwards, fo that they had
only time to cut away the lanyards

of her main-maft. There were on
board Anthony Tabry, mafter;

Humphry Mars, mate; Jofeph
Sherver, Samuel Befs, John Burna;
mariners; who were drowned: fix

other mariners, viz. Peter Toy,
Daniel Cultain, John Davis, Alex-
ander Landerry, Peter Mayes, and
William Hammon, having got hold
of the top mafb which floated

alongfide, tied it to the ftern, and
fupponed themfelye* by it, till



fores, and gave them plafters, 33

they were almoft raw from head
to foot with the heat of the fun

and fait water, which, in many
places, had eaten holes in their

flefh.

212] ANNUAL REGISTER, 1767.

the feij they were almoft froic to

death. Thus didthefe poor miser-

able fellows live fur thirteen or

fourteen days. After they got the

pork, they made a kind of net

with a hoop, fome mingles, and

ropes, which they got from the

mart : this they let into the fea,

with fome pork, and caught a few
fmall fifh, which, with two or three

mice they caught on board the

brig, afforded them feveral molt

delicious repafts, raw as they were:

this lalted but a few days, as they

could not catch any more ; when
they were obliged to return to their

pork, which was become quite

putrid by the fait water getting

to it. To their great joy, on the

lit of September, in lat. 26, 15,

long. 70, 10, at four o'clock in

the afternoon, they could juft pre -

ceive a veffel to windward of them,

which feemed to (land fome time

for them, but foon put about and
flood from them : it was then they

defpaired, as that morning they

had drank the laft bottle of their

beer, and that one was all they

had ; for that day they worked
hard to get at the calks of water

in the hold, but they were fo far

from them, that they could not

have got at them in a long time.

About fun half an hour high, the

vefTel flood for them, and came fo

near that they perceived a pie.e

of canvas that they on the wreck
fupported on a board, bore down
for it, and about feven or eight

o'clock took them on board ; fhe

was the brig Norwich, captain Ro-
bert Noyes. Thus were they re-

lieved, when death (tared them in

the face, by a captain who ufed

them very kindly, gave them food
and cloath?, as their own were rot-

ted off their back?, wafhed their

The following piece is /aid to have
been found lately among fome pa-

pers thatformerly belonged to Oli-

ver Cromwell ; and is fuppofeJ

to be a copy of the very words
which he fpoke to the members

of the long parliament, when he

turned them out of the houfe. It

is communicated by a perfon, who
Jigns his name T. Irettn, andfays
the paper is marked with thefol-

lowing words ;

'* Spoken by O. C. when he put

an end to the long parliament."

IT is high time for me to put

an end to your fitting in this

place; which ye have dilhonour-

ed by your contempt of all vir-

tue, and defiled by your practice

of every vice. Ye are a factious

crew, and enemies to all good
government.—Ye are a pack of

mercenary wretches, and would,

like Efau, fell your country for

a mefs of pottage, and, like Ju-
das, betray your God for a few

pieces of money. Is there a fm-

gle virtue now remaining amongft

you ? Is there one vice ye do not

poffefs?—Ye have no more reli-

gion than my horfe.—Gold is your

God.—Which of you have not

bartered away your confeiences for

bribes?—Is there a man amongft

you that hath the lead care for

the good of the commonwealth ?

Ye fordid proititutes 1 have ye not

defiled this facred place, and turned

the
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to your iniquitous proceedings
in this houfe; and which, by
God's help, and the ilrength He
hath given me, I am now come
to do. I command you there-

fore, upon the peri) of your lives,

to depart immediately out of this

place. Go! Get you out! Make
halte! Ye venal flaves, be gone!
—Soh!—Take away that min-
ing bauble there, and lock up the

doors.'

the Lord's Temple into a den of

thieves?—By your immoral prin-

ciples and wicked practices ye are

grown intolerably odious to the

whole nation. You, who were de-

puted here by the people to get

their grievances redrefled, are

yourfelves become their greateft

grievance.

Your country therefore calls

upon me to cleanfe this Augean
(table, by putting a final period

[0] An
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SUPPLIES granted by Parliament, for

the Year 1767.

November 27, 1766.

r. r I ^ H AT 16,000 men be employed for the fea

X fervice, for 1767, including 4.1287 marines.

2. That a fum, not exceeding 4 1, per man per

month, be allowed for maintaining them, including

ordnance for fca fervice —r
— 832,000 o o

[aw*akt 26, 1767.

1. That a number 0/ rand forces, including 2,461

invalids, amounting to 16,754 effective men, com-
miflion and non-com miffion officers included, be em-
ployed for 1767.

2. For defraying-the charge for the faid number of

land forces for 1767 — — 593 >o86 15 7

3. For the pay of the general and general ilaff

officers in Great ISriTain for 1767 — — 12,293 18 6|

4. For maintaining his majefty's forces and gar-

rifons in the plantations and Africa, including thofe in

garrifon at Minorca and Gibraltar, and for provifions

for the forces in North America, Nova Scotia, New-
foundland, Gibraltar, the ceded iflands, and Africa,

for 1767 — — -—' 405,607 2 u|
5. For defraying the charge of the difference of

pay between the Britifh and Irifh eftablifhment, of

fix regiments of foot ferving in the Ifle of Man, at

Gibraltar, Minorca, and the ceded iflands, for

1767 — — — 7,101 14 7
6. For paying the penfions to the widows offuch

reduced officers of the land forces and marines, as

died upon the eftablifhment of half pay in Great Bri-

tain, and who were married to them before the 25th

of December 1716, for 1767 — — 1,536 o o

7. Upon account of the reduced officers of the land

forces and marines, for 1767 — — 135,299 8 4
8. For defraying the charge for allowances to the

feveral officers and private gentlemen of the two

troops of horfe guards, and regiment of horfe reduced,

and to the fuperannuated gentlemen of the four troops

of horfe guards, for 1767 — — 2,103 M '

9. For defraying the charge of full pay for 165
days, for 1767, to officers reduced, with the 10th

company
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company of feveral battalions, reduced from ten to

nine companies, and who remained on half pay at the

24th of December 1765 — — 5.633 3 4
10. For the charge of the office of ordnance for

land fervice, for 1767 — — — 169,600 o 2

11. For defraying the expence of fervices perform-

ed, by the office of ordnance for land fervice, and not

provided for by parliament in 1 766 — 51,190 6 6

January 29.

1,384,362 1 8*

For the ordinary of the navy, including half pay to

fea and marine officers, for 1767 — — 409,177 4 3

February 10.

I. Towards the buildings, rebuildings, and repairs

of fhips of war, in his majefty's yards, and other ex-

tra works, over and above what are propofed to be

done upon the heads of wear and tear and ordinary,

for 1767 — — — 298,144 o o

1. For purchafing a quantity of hemp, to replenifti

his majefty's magazines — 30,000
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March 19.

1. Upon account, for maintaining and fupporting

the civil eftablifhment of Nova Scotia, for 1767 — 4,866 3 5
2. Upon account of fundry expences for the fer-

vice of Nova Scotia, for 1760, not provided for by

parliament — — — 691 8 9
3. Upon account, for defraying the charges of the

civil eftablifhment of Georgia, and other incidental

expences attending the fame, from June 24, 1766,

to June 24, 1767 — — —

»

3,986 o 9
4. Upon account, for defraying the charge of the

civil eftablifhment of Eaft Florida, and other inci-

dental expences attending the fame, from June 24,

1766, to June 24, 1767 — — 4»7S° ° °

5. Upon account, for defraying the charges of

the civil eftablifhment of Well Florida, and other

incidental expences attending the fame, from June

24, 1766, to June 24, 1767 — — 4,800 © o
6. Upon account, for defraying the expence at-

tending general furveys of his majefty's dominions in

North America, for 1767 — — 1,601 14 o
7. Upon account, for defraying the charges of the

civil eftablifhment of Senegambia, for 1767 — 5>55© ° °

26,245 5 5
March 24.

For the marriage portion of the Queen of Den-
mark —

-

— — 40,000 o o
March 31.

1. Towards carrying on an additional building

for a more commodious paffage to the houfe of com-
mons, from St. Margaret's Lane, and Old Palace

Yard — — — t,ooo o o
2. To be employed in maintaining and fupporting

the Britifh forts and fettlements on the coaft of Africa,

under the direction of the committee of merchants

trading to Africa — — 13,000 o o

April 9.

1. To replace to the finking fund, the like fum
iffued thereout, to difcharge for the year ended the

39th of September 1766, the annuities after the

xate of; 4 1. per cent, attending fuch part of the joint

flock, eftablifhed by an act of the third of his pre-

sent majefty, in refpeft of certain navy, victualling,

and tranfport bills, and ordnance debentures, as

15,000 o

remained
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remained unredeemed on the faid 29th of Septem-

ber — — — — — 104,506 11 10

2. To replace to ditto, the like fum iiiued there-

out, for paying the charges of management of the

annuities attending the faid joint flock, for one year,

ended the 39th of September, 1766 — 1 >S9* ' 9%
3. To replace to ditto, the like fum iflued there-

out, to difcharge from the 29th of September, 1 766,
_

to the 25th of December following, the annuities

attending fuch part of the faid joint (lock as was re-

deemed in purfuance of an aft made in the lafl feffion

of parliament — — — 8,708 17 7|
4. To replace to ditto, the like fum paid out of

the fame, to make good the deficiency on the 5th of

July, 1766, of the feveral rates and duties upon of-

fices and penfions, and upon houfes, and upon win-

dows or lights, which were made a fund, by an aft

of the 31ft of his late majeily, for paying annuities

in refpeft of five millions borrowed towards the fup-

ply granted for the fervice of 1758 — — 49,660 9 3§

5. To replace to ditto, the like fum paid out of

the fame, to make good the deficiency on the 10th

of Oftober, 1766, of feveral additional duties on
wines imported, and certain duties on cyder and

perry, which were made a fund for paying annuities

in refpeft of 3,500,000 1. borrowed towards the fup-

ply granted for the fervice of 1763 — — '2,758 13 7
6. To make compenfation to Dr. Peter Swinton,

for the damage done to his eflate in the city of
Chefler at the time of the late rebellion, by order

of the officer commanding the .garrifon of the faid

city — .__-__
y0Q

177,926 14*1
April 13. —-.—— , . ,

1. That the remainder of the capital flock of an-

nuities, after the rate of4l. per cent, granted in re-

fpeft of certain navy, victualling, and tranfport bills,

and ordnance debentures, delivered in, and cancel-

led, purfuant to an aft made in the third year of his

majefty's reign, be redeemed, and paid off, on the

25th of December next, after difcharging the intereft

then payable in refpeft of the fame.

2. To enable his majefly to redeem and pay off
the faid remainder — — —1,741,7761011

3. That one fourth part of the capital flock of
annuities, after the rate of 4I. per ant. eilabliihed

by
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by the a£l 3 Geo. III. chap. 12. be redeemed, and

paid off, on the cth of January next, after difcharg-

ing the interett then payable in refpeft of the

fame.

4. To enable his majefty to redeem and pay off the

{aid one-fourth part — — 875,000

5. Towards paying off and difcharging the debt of

the navy — — — 300>000

6. To make good the deficiency of the grants for

the fervice of 1 766 — — 129,144

May 5.

1. Upon account, for enabling the Foundling-

Hofpital to maintain and educate fuch children as

were received into the fame, on or before the 25th

of March 1760, from the 31ft of December 1766

exclufive, to the 31ft of December 1767 inclusive,

and that the faid fum be iffued and paid as on former

occafions — — —
2. Upon account, for enabling the faid hofpital to

put out apprentice the faid children, fo as the

faid hofpital do not give with any one child more

than 7 1. —

»

—

3,045,920 13 7

May 19.

That the half pay of the lieutenants of his majefty's

navy is unequal to the rank their commifhons bear,

and the time they have been in his majefty's fervice.

June 15.,

1. Upon account, towards fatisfying the expences

incurred by the committee of the company of mer-

chants trading to Africa, on account of the eftablifh-

ment of Senegal, and its dependencies, after the 29th

of October 1765 —
2. For further enabling his majefty to defray the

contingent expences of the forces ferving in North

America — —

28,000 o o

— 1,500 o

29,500 o

—
. 3.500 o o

— 2,000 o o

5,500 O Q
1 - —

Sum total of the fupplies granted in this feftlon 8,527,728 o 6^

Wigt
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Ways and meant for raijing the

above fupply granted to his Ma-

jefiy, agreed to on the following

days, viz.

Nov. 27, 1766.

THAT the ufual temporary

malt tax be continued from

the 23d of June 4767, to the 24th

of June 1768, 70«,oool.

March 2, 1767.

That the fum of 3 s. in the

pound, and no more, be raifed

within the fpace of one year, from

the 25th of March, 1767, upon

lands, tenements, hereditaments,

penfions, offices, and perfonal ef-

tates, in that part of Great Britain

called England, Wale3, and the

town of Berwick upon Tweed

;

and that a proportionable eel's, ac-

cording to the 9th article of the

treaty of union, be laid upon that

part of Great Britain called Scot-

land, 1,528,568 1. us. u|d.
March 9.

i; That the charge of the pay
and cloathing of the militia, in that

part of Great Britain called Eng-
land, for one year, beginning the

25th of March, 1767,00 defrayed

out of the monies ariling by the

land-tax, granted for the Tervice of

1767.
2. That the fum of 1,800,000 I.

be raifed by loans or exchequer

bills, if not difcharged with intereft

thereupon, on or before the 5 th of

April, 1768, to be exchanged and
received in payment, in fuch man-
ner as exchequer bills have ufually

been exchanged and received in

payment.

April 2.

i. That an additional duty of
6 Si be laid upon every dozen of
bait, cr ftrav.-„ chip, cane, and

horfe-hair hats, and bonnets, which
from and after the fecond of April,

1767, (hall be entered inward at

any port, or place, in this king-
dom.

2. That an additional duty of
6 s. be laid upon every pound
weight avoirdupoize of platting, or
other manufacture of baft, or ftraw,

chip, cane, or horfe-hair, to be ufed

in, or proper for, making of hats or
bonnets, which, from and after the

faid 2d of April, (hall be entered

inwards at any port, or place, in

this kingdom.
April 16.

1. That towards the fupply

granted to his majefty, the fum of

1,500,0001. be raifed in manner
following, that is to fay, the fum
of 900,000 1. by annuities after

the rate of 3 1. per cent, to com-
mence from the 5th of January laft,

and the fum of 600,000 1. by a
lottery, to confift of 60,000 tic-

kets, the whole of fuch fum to be
divided into prizes, which are to

be attended with the like 3 1. per

cent, annuities, to commence from
the 5th of January, 1768; and
that ail the faid annuities be tranf-

ferrable at the Bank of England,
paid half-yearly on the 5th of July,

and the 5th of January, in eve-

ry year, out of the finking fund,

and added to, and made part of,

the joint ltock of 3 E percent, an-

nuities, which were confolidated

at the Bank of England, by cer-

tain a£ls made in the 25th and
28th years of the reign of his late

majelty, and feveral fubfequent

acts, and fubjett to redemption by
parliament ; that every contri-

butor towards the faid fum of

900,000 1. (hall, in relpeft of eve-

ry 60]. agreed by him to be con-

tributed for railing fuch fum, be

entitled
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entitled to receive four tickets in

the faid lottery, upon payment of

10 1. for each ticket; and that eve-

ry contributor fhall, on or before

the 29th of April next, make a

depofit with the cafhiers of the

bank of England, of 20 1. per cent.

in part of the monies fo to be

contributed towards the faid fum
of 900,000!. and alfo a depofit

of 5 1. per cent, in part of the

monies fo to be contributed in

refpeft of the faid lottery, as a fe-

curity for making the refpe&ive

future payments to the faid ca-

fhiers, on or before the times here-

inafter limited ; that is to fay, on

the 900,0001. 10 1. per cent, on

or before the 27th of March next;

10 1. per cent, on or before the 26th

of June next ; 1 5 1. per cent, on

or before the 27th of Auguit next;

15 1. per cent, on or before the

25th of September next ; 15 1. per

cent, on or before the 39th of Oc-
tober next; 15 1. per cent, on or

before the 17 th of November next.

On the lottery for 600,000 1. 25 I.

per cent, on or before the 16th of

June next ; 30 1. per cent, on or

before the 28th of July next ; 40 1.

per cent, on or before the nth of

September next. And that all the

monies fo received by the faid ca-

ihiers, be paid into the receipt of

his majefty's exchequer, to be ap-

plied, from time to time, to fuch

fervices as fhall then have been
voted by this houfe in this feffion

of parliament; and that every con-

tributor who fhall pay in the whole
of his contribution towards the

faid fum of 900,000 1. at any time

on or before the 27th of October
next, or towards the faid lottery,

on or before the 24th of July next,

(hall be allowed an intereft, by
way of difcount, after the rate of

1

3 1. per cent, per annum, on the

fums fo compleating his contribu-

tion refpeftively, to be computed
from the day of compleating the

fame, to the 17th of November
next, in refpeft of the fum paid on
account of the faid 900,000 1. and
to the nth of September next, in

refpett of the fum paid on account

of the faid lottery.

2. That an additional duty of

3 d. per ell be laid upon all linen

cloth, or fheeting, above one yard

Englifh in width, which fhall be
imported into this kingdom, except
from Holland and Flanders.

3. That an additional duty of

3 d. per ell be laid upon all canvas

drilling, which fhall- be imported
into this kingdom.

4. That the faid duties be carried

to the finking fund, towards making
good to the fame the payments to be

made thereout of the annuities at-

tending the faid fum of 1,500,000 1.

5. That the additional duties

upon baft, or ftraw, chip, cane,

and horfe-hair hats and bonnets,

and upon platting, or other ma-
nufacture of baft, or ftraw, chip,

cane, or horfe-hair, to be ufed in,

or proper for, making of hats or

bonnets, imported into any port,

or place, in this kingdom, grant-

ed to his majefty in this feffion,

be alfo carried to the faid fund, to-

wards making good the faid pay-

ments.

6. That towards making good
the faid fupply, there be applied

the fum of 469,1471. 14s. 3^ d.

remaining in the receipt of the

exchequer, on the 5 th of April,

1767, for the difpofuion of parlia-

ment, of the monies which had
then arifen of the furplufles, ex-

cefTes, or overplus monies, and

Qlhet revenues, competing the

fund
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fund commonly called the Sinking

Fund.

7. That towards railing the

faid fupply, there be applied the

fum of 2,010,121 1. 10 s. 3 I d.

out of fuch monies as {hall or may
arife of the furpluffes, excefies,or

overplus monies, and other reve-

nues, compofing the faid fund

commonly called the Sinking

Fund.

8. That, towards making good

the faid fupply, there be applied

the fum of 35,2021. 9 s. zd. alfo

remaining in the receipt of the

exchequer, for the difpofuion of

parliament.

9. That a fum not exceeding

361,571 1. 13 s. 35 d. out of the

favings arifing upon grants for the

pay of feveral regiments upon re-

spited pay, by off-reckonings, and

by ftoppages made for provifions

delivered to the forces in North

America, the Weft Indies, and at

Minorca, to the 24th of Decem-
ber, 1764, and received of Wil-

liam earl of Chatham, formerly

paymafter general of his majefty's

forces, for the balance remaining

over and above the monies found

neceflary to be applied for defray-

ing the expences of the forces in

former years ; and alfo out of the

fum of one million, granted in the

fecond year of his majefty's reign,

on account, to enable him to de-

fray extraordinary expences of the

war, for the fervice of 1762, and

to aflift the kingdom of Portugal,

and for other purpofes, be applied

towards making good the fupply

granted, towards defraying the ex-

traordinary expences of his ma-
jelly's land forces, and other fer-

vices, incurred to the 3d of Febru-
ary, 1767, and not provided for by
parliament.

10. That out of fuch monies re-

maining in the hands of Edward
Sainthill, Efq; as were iflued to

him for the relief and maintenance
of the widows of officers of the
land forces and marines, who died
in the fervice, the fum of 7,844!.
17 s. gd. be paid into the hands
of the paymafter general of. his

majefty's forces, and be alfo ap-
plied towards making good the
faid fupply granted, towards de-
fraying the extraordinary expences
of his majefty's land forces, and
other fervices, incurred to the 3d
of February 1767, and not pro-
vided for by parliament.

1 1. That a fum, not exceeding
nojoool. out of fuch monies as

fhall be paid into the receipt of
the Exchequer, after the 5 th of
April, 1767, and on or before the
5th of April, 1768, of the pro-
duce of all or any of the duties and
revenues, which, by any act or
acts of parliament, have been di-

rected to be referved for the difpo-

fuion of parliament, towards de-
fraying the neceflary expences of
defending, protecting, and fecur-

ing, the Britilh colonies and plan-
tations in America, be applied to-

wards making good fuch part of
the fupply as hath been granted to

his majeity, for maintaining his

majefty's forces and garrifons in
the plantations, and for provifions

for the forces in North America,
Nova Scotia, Newfoundland, and
the ceded iflands, for the year
1767.

1 2. That fuch of the monies as
fhall be paid into the receipt of
the exchequer, after the 5 th of
April, 1767, and on or before the
5th of April, 1768, of the pro-
duce of the duties charged by an
act of parliament made in the

fifth



a24] ANNUAL REGISTER, 1767.

fifth year of his prefent mnjefty's Holland aad Flanders, except

reign upon the importation and cloth of the manufucture of thofc

exportation of Gum Senega and
Gum Arabic, be applied towards

making good the fupply granted to

his majefty.

13. That the fum of 1 5 0,000 1.

remaining in the reccipc of the

exchequer, which was granted to

his majefty in the laft feftion of
parliament, upon account, for de-

fraying the charge of the pay and

cloathing of the militia for one

year, beginning the 25th of March,

1766, be applied towards raifing the

. faid fupply.

14. That a fum not exceeding

l8i,oool. of the monies'&greed to

be paid by a convention between

his majefty and the French king,

concluded and figned at London,
the 27th of February, 1765, for

the maintenance of the late French

prifoners of war, be applied towards

making good the faid fupply.

15. That the fum of 84,604.1.

3s. 3d. remaining in the receipt

of the exchequer on the 5th of

April, 1767, of the two fevenths

excife, granted by an acl of 5 and

6 William and Mary, after fatis-

fyirvg the feveral charges and in-

cumbrances thereupon, for the

half-year then ended, be carried

to, and made part of, the aggre-

gate fund, and that the faid fund

be made a fecurity for the difcharge

of fuch annuities, and other de-

mands, payable out of the faid fum,

as the growing produce of the faid

two fevenths excife lhall not be

Sufficient to anfwer.

May 5.

1. That an additional duty of

3d. per ell, be laid upon all linen

cloth or fheeting above one yard

Englifh in width, which lhall be

imported into this kingdom, from

countries.

a. That an additional duty of

3d. per ell, be laid upon all dril-

ling, other than canvas drilling,

which fhall be imported into this

kingdom.

3. That the faid duties be car-

ried to the finking fund, towards

making good to the fame, the pay-
ments to be made thereout, of the

annuities to be eftabliftied in re-

fpeft of the fam of 1,500,0001. to

be raifed in purfuance of a refo-

lution of this houfe, on the 16th of

April laft.

4. That an aft made in the 7th

of Geo. 11. chap. 18. which was
to continue in force from the 24th

of June, 1734, for feven years,

and from thence to the end of the

then next fetlion of parliament,

and which, by feveral fubfequent

acls pafled in the 14th, 20th, 27th,

and 33d of his faid late majefty,

was further continued, from the

expiration thereof, until the 29th

of September, 1767, and from
thence to the end of the then next

feflion, is near expiring, and fit to be

continued.

May 7.

1. That there be laid an addi-

tional duty of one halfpenny per

ell, upon all foreign canvas, pack-

ing, fprufe, Elbing, or Quinlbo-

rough, imported into this king-

dom.
2. That there be laid an addi-

tional duty of 1 d. per ell, on all

foreign canvas, Dutch barrafs, or

Hefieas, imported into this king-

dom.

3. That all foreign lawns im-

ported into this kingdom, be rated

as Silefia lawns, and pay accord-

ingly.

4. That
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4. That over and above the faid

duty an additional duty of 3 d. per

yard be laid upon all foreign

lawns.

5. That a fum, not exceeding

1 5,cool, per armum arifing from

the faii duties, do remain in the

receipt of the exchequer, as a fund

for the encouragement of railing

and dreffir.g hemp and flax in this

kingdom, in fuch way nnd m 1

as par iament fhall hereafter direct,

and that tae remainder of the mid

duties be relerved in the exchequer

for the future difpolition of parlia-

ment.

May 19.

1. That there be granted to his

rfiajelty upon the poltage and con-

veyance of letters and packets be-

tween Great-Britain and the ifle of

Man, for every fingle letter 2 d.

for every double letter 4d. for eve-

ry treble letter 6 d. and for every

ounce 8 d. and fo in proportion^

for every packet of deeds, writs,

and other things.

2. For the poftage and con-

veyance of letters and packets,

within the faid illand, fuch rates,

in proportion to the number of

miles, or ftages, as are now cita-

blifhed for the ifl^nd, port, or con-

veyance of letters and packets in

England.

3. That the monies arinng by
the faid rates be appropriated to

fuch ufes as the prefent rates of
poltage are now made applicable.

June 2.

1. That the duties upon log-

wood, exported from this king-
dom, be difcontinued.

2. That the properties of any
number of perfons whatfoeyer, in

any (hip or cargo, or both, be al-

lowed to be afiured, to the amount
of any fum, not exceeding 1000 1.

Vot. X.

by a policy flamped with one 5s.

(tamp; and to t!ie amount of any
larger fum, by a policy flamped
witli two fuch (lamps.

3. That the allowance autho-
rized to be made by an act pafTed
in the 29th or his late majeity,
upon prompt paymen: of the
ftamp duties on licences for re-
tailing beer, ale, and other excife-
able liquors, be reduced to the
fame rare as the allowances for
prompt payment of other itamp
duties

That udoo theupon exportation

cocoa-nuts, of the growth or pro-
duce of the Briiifh colonies, or
plantations in America, as mer-
chandize, a drawback be allowed,
of the duties of cuitoms> payable
upon the importation thereof.

5. That grey or fcrow fait, fait

fcale, fand fcale, cru, tings, or ether
foul fait, be 1 allowed to be taken
from the fait-works in England,
Wales, or Berwick upon Tweed,
to be ufed as manure, upon pay-
ment of a duty of 1 d. per bulhel
only.

6. That provifion be made, for
declaring that ribbands and filks,

printed, Gained, or painted, in this

kingdom, though lefs than half a
yard in breadth, are within the
meaning of certain acts made in
the 10th and 12th of queen Anne,
and liable to the duties therein
mentioned.

7. Thac the duties payable upon
Succus Liquoritke, imported into
this kingdom, be repealed.

8. That,, in lieu tnereof, a duty
of 30 s. per hundred weight, be laid

upon Succus Liquoritis imported
into this kingdom.

9. That the faid duty be ap-
propriated to fuch uies, as tae

I.P] d»7



2i6] ANNUAL REGISTER, 1767.

duty fo to be repealed was made
applicable.

10. That a fubfidy of 6d. in

the pound, according to the value

fpeciiicd in the book of rates, re-

ferred to by an aft made in the

1 7th of king Charles II. be laid

upon the exportation from this

kingdom, of fuch rice as (hall have

been imported duty-free, by virtue

of an aft made in this feifion of par-

liament.

11. That the faid duty on rice

be referved in the exchequer for

the difpofition of parliament.

12. That the drawbacks pay-

able on china earthen-ware, ex-

ported 10 America, be diiconti-

nued.

1 3. That a duty of 4 s. 8 d. per

hundred weight, avoirdupois, be

laid upon all crown, plate, flint,

and white glafs, imported into the

Britifh colonies and plantations in

America.

. 14. That a duty of 1 s. 2 d. per

hundred weight, avoirdupois, be

laid upon all green giafs, imported

into the faid colonies and planta-

tions.

15. That fuch duties as fhall be
equal to a moiety of the duties

granted by two afts of parliament,

made in the 10th and 12th of her

majefty queen Anne, and now pay-
able in purfuance thereof, or of

any fubfequent aft of parliament,

upon paper, pafte-boards, mill-

boards, and fcaleboards, reflec-

tively, be laid upon paper, pafte-

boards, millboards, and fcaleboards

imported into the faid colonies and
plantations.

16. That a duty of 2 s. per

hundred weight, avoirdupois, be
laid upon all red and white lead,

and painters colours, imported in-

to the faid colonies and plantJt*

tions.

17. That a duty of 3d. per

pound weight, avoirdupois, be
laid upon all tea, imported in-

to the faid colonies and planta-

tions.

18. That the faid duties, to be
raifed in the faid colonies and
plantations, be applied in making
a more certain and adequate pro-

vifion for the charge of the ad-

min iflration of jullice, and the fup-

port of civil government, in fuch

of the faid colonies and planta-

tions, where it fhall be found ne-

ceflary, and that the refidue of
fuch duties be paid into the re-

ceipt of his majetty's exchequer,

and there referved, to be, from
time to time, difpofed of by par-

liament, towards defraying the ne-

ceflary expences of defending, pro-

tefting, and fecuring the faid colo-

nies and plantations.

19. That, upon the exporta-

tion of teas to Ireland, and the

Britifh dominions in America, a
drawback be allowed, for a time

to be limited, of all the duties of

cuftoms, which fhall have been

paid thereupon; and that fuch in-

demnification be made, by the

Eaft India company, to the pub-

lic, in refpeft of fuch drawback,

as is mentioned in the petition of

the faid company.

20. That the inland duty of 1 s.

per pound weight, upon all black

and finglo teas confumed in Great
Britain, be taken off, for a time

to be limited, and that fuch in-

demnification be made, by the

faid company, to the public, in

refpeft of fuch duty, as is men-
tioned in the petition of the faid

company.
Juke
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June io.

There were twenty refolutions

of the faid committee reported and
agreed to by the houfe ; by the

firlt of which, all duties then pay-

able to his majeSty, upon goods

imported into, or exported from,

the Ifle of Man, were abolimed
;

but by the eighteen next follow-

ing refolutions, a great variety of
new duties upon fuch goods were

impofed, which I do not think it

neceffary to transcribe, as fo very

few people in this kingdom can

now have any trade or correfpon-

dence with that ifland, and thofe

that have mull provide themfelves

with a copy of the aft itfelf. And

By the refolution of November 27
By that of March 2 —
By the fecond of March 9
By the firft of April 16 —
By the Sixth of ditto •—
By the feventh of ditto —
By the eighth of ditto —
By the ninth of ditto —
By the tenth of ditto —
By the eleventh of ditto —
By the thirteenth of ditto —
By the fourteenth of ditto —

as to the 20th refolution of this
day, it was as follows

:

That fuch bounties as may here-
after become due and payable,
under the feveral acls which have
been made for the encouragement
of the Britifh white-herring- fishery,

be paid by the receiver general of
the cuftoms, in that part of Great

,
Britain called Scotland, out of any
monies remaining in his hands.

Thefe were all the refolutions of
the committee of ways and means
agreed to by the houfe ; and with
regard to the fums thereby pro-
vided for, and which can now be
afcertained, they ftand as fol-
lows :

I.
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was, as foon as agreed to» referred

to the committee of ways and

means, and the whole of the

150,000 i. granted by the preced-

ing feffion for the militia, was in

this feffion made applicable to the

fupply of 1767, by the faid thir-

teenth refolution of that committee

agreed to on ti.e 16th of April ; fo

that if we dtdiift the find 150,0001.
together with the ufual deficiencies

of the land and mat taxes, from

this excefs, it will bring the excels

to the wrong fide 01 this account

;

consequently, if there fliould hap-

pen any oher deficiency, it mult

be fupplied by the produce of the

new taxes impofed by this feffion,

or by a new grant in the nex$ ; for

by the faid rtfulutlons of April the

16th, we feem to have fvvept the

exchequer fo clean as to have left

nothing that can be applied by
next feffion to that purpoie, except

the cafual produce of thefe new
taxes

However, notwithstanding the

reduction of the land-tax, v. e ha\e
in this feffion made a good be-

ginning towards paying off the na-

tional debt, for we have paid off

near three millions, as appears

from the fecend, fourth, and fifth

fupply rcfolutions of April the

13 th, and have for that purpofe

borrowed but 1,500.000!. fo that of
our 4 I. per cent, debts we have paid

clear off very near 1,500,00c! . and
have reduced another 1,500,000'!.

from 4. !. to 3 1. per cent, inte-

rest. And if the land-tax had
in this feffion been continued as

formerly at 4 s. in the pound,

We mould have been able to have
paid clear off at leaf!: two millions

of our 4I. per cent debts, and
mould not have been obliged to

have borrowed above a million,

which wculd have operated much

more powerfully in niifing the

price of all our 3 I. per cent,

debts ; and to aim as much as pof-

fible at this we arc bound by every

thing that can be dear to man-
kind ; for until our 3 1. per cent,

ccme to be fold at par, we cannot

vindicate either the honour or in-

terelt of our coun'ry with fo much
fpirit as we might othervvife do

;

therefore it is to be hoped, that in

the very next feffion we fhall again

rcfume that very falutary meafure

of continuing the land-tax at 4.S.

in the pound; for from the fup-

plies of this very feffion it is evi-

dent, that the neceffary expence

of the current fervice of this year

amounts to 3,298,171 Land we can-

not fuppofe that the expence of

the current fervice in any future

year, even in time of peace, will

ever amount to lefs ; confeque»t-

ly, as we have now no free re-

venue but the land and malt uxes,

if the former be continued at 3 s.

in the pound, we can never fpare

above a million a year from the

faking fund, for the payaent of

our debts, and a million a year

is too weak a power for raifing

fuch a heavy weight as that of our

prefent load of debts, before our

being involved in fome new and
dangerous war.

It may be faid, that feveral new
taxes have been granted in this

ieffion, which will add to the an-

nual produce of the public re-

venue, and thereby enable us to

pay off a larger fum of the debt

yearly, without incroaching fur-

ther upon our finking fund; but

when we come to confider thofe

taxes, 1 believe it may be (hewn,

that few, or at leaft not many
of them, can properly and juftly

be faid to be applicable to the

current fen ice; that fome of them
will
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will rather diminifh than increafc

the public revenue, and as to

others, though they may add a

little to the finking fund in one

way, yet they will probably in

another way diminifh it as much,
if not more ; efpecially fome of

thofe taxes impofed upon our peo-

ple in North America; for frjm

experience we know thar before any

of the late taxes were impofed

upon them, the balance of trade

between North America and Great

Britain was always fo much againfl

them, that they could never keep
any ready money amor.git them,

but were obliged to fend it to Great

Britain as fait as they could procure

it by their trade with "foreign coun-

tries, or with our fugar iflands. This

was occafioned by their having al-

moll all their manufactures and all

their utenfils, as well the coarfe as

fine fort of every kind, from Great
Britain: If we by taxes increafe

their expence of living in their own
country, how lhall they fave money
to purchafe from us thofe manufac-
tures, and thofe utenfils ? They
mud make a fhift with thofe of the

coarfell fort: In the mean time they

certainly will encourage the fetting

ud of foch manufa6t.un.-s and mecha-
nical trades amongft themfelves, and
for that purpofe will give encourage-

ment and employment to every poor
manufacturer and mechanic who
tranfplants himfelf from this to that

country.

m 3 STATE
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STATE PAPERS.
His Majefiy* s mojl graciout Speech to

both boufts ofparliament, on Thurs-

day the zd day of July , 1767.

My Lords, and Gentlemen,

TH E advanced feafon of the

year, joined to the confedera-

tion of the inconvenience you mull

all have felt fr^m lb long an abfence

from your feveral countries, calls

upon me to put an end to the pre-

sent feffion of parliament; which I

cannot do, without returning you

my thanks for your diligent appli-

cation to the public bufinefs. and
the proofs you have given of your
affeclion for me and my family, and
for my government : and although,

from the nature and extenfivenefs of

the feveral objects under your con-

federation, it could not be expected

that all the great commercial in-

terefls mould be completely ad-

jufted and regulated in the courfe

of this feffion, yet 1 am perfuaded,

thac, by the progrefs you have
made, a folid foundation is laid

for fecuring the moi'c c< nuderabie

and efijntial benefit.'; to this na-

tion.

As no material alteration has

happened in the ftate of foreign

affairs fince vour firft meeting, I

have nothing to cor lunica co you
en that fubject. The axed objects of

all my meafures are, to preferve

the peace, and, at the fa.ne time, to

SuTert and maintain the honour of
my crown, and the juft rights of my
fubje&s.

Gentlemen of the houfe of
Commons.

I thank you for the neceflary

fupplies which you have fo chearful-

ly granted for the public fervice;

and my particular acknowledgments
art due to you, for the provifion you
have enabled me to make for the

more honourable fupport and main-
tenance of my family.

My Lords, and Gentlemen,
The great attention which you

have (hewn to the particular pur-

pofe, for which I called you fo

early together, and the very whole-
fome laws palled for relieving my
fubjefts from the immediate dif-

trefs which che great fcarcity of
corn threatened to bring upon
them, give me the rnoft fenfible

pie lure. I rely upon you for the

exertion of your utmoft endeavours

to convince my people, that no
care has been wanting to procure
f r tnem every relief which has
been poffible; and that their grate-

ful fenfe of proviiions fo wifely

made for their prefent happinefs and
lading profperity cannot be fo fully

expreffed, as by a flrid obfervance
of that order and regularity, which
are equally neceflary to the fecurity

of all good government, as well as

to their real welfare.

His Maje/ly's meft gracious fpeech
to both bou/es of parliament, on

Tuefday the 2^/h of No-vember,

1767; ivith the humble addrejjes

of both houfes upon tie occafeon%

and his Majejty's m-ft gracious an-
jhvers.

My Lords, and Gentlemen,

I
Have chofen to call you toge-

ther at this feafon of the year,

that
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that my parliament might have

full time for thei- deliberations

upon all Aich branches of the pub-

lic fervice as may require thnr

immediate attention, without the

neceffity of continuing the feffion

beyond the time moil fuitable to

my people for the election of a

new parliament-: and I doubt noc

but you will be careful, from the

fame confiderations, to avoid, in

your proceedings, all unnecefiary

deiay.

Nothing in the prefent fituaiion

of affairs abroad gives me reafon

to apprehend, chat you will be

prevented, by any interruption of

the public tranquillity, from fix-

ing your whole attention upon

fuch points as concern the inter-

nal welfare and profperity of my
people.

Among thefe objects of a do-

meilic nature, none can demand
a more fpeedy or more ierious at-

tention, than what regards the

high price of corn, which neither

the falutary laws paffed in the Iaft

feffion of parliament, nor the pro-

duce of the late harveft, have yet

been able fo far to reduce, as to

give fufricient relief to the dif-

trelfes of the poorer fort of my
people. Your late refidence in

your feveral counties mutl have en-

abled you to judge, whether any

farther provifions can be made, con-

ducive to the attainment of fo de-

finable an end.

Gentlemen of the houfe of

Commons.
I will order the proper officers to

lay before you the ellimates for the

fervice of the enfuing year.

The experience I have had of

your conflant readinefs to grant

me all fuch fupplies as (hould be

found necefTary, tor the fecurity,

jntereft, and honour of the nation,

(and I have no other to afkofyou,)

renders i: unnecefTary for me to

add ?ry exhortations upon this

head ; and I doubt not, but the

fame public confiderations will in-

duce you to perfevere, with equal

alacrity, in your endeavours to di«

minim the national debt; while, on
my part, no care fhill be wanting
to contribute, as far as poffibie, to

the attainment of that moll effen-

tial object, by every frugal appli-

cation of fuch fupplies, a., you ihall

grant.

My Lords, and Gentlemen,

The neceflity of improving the

prefent general tranquillity to the

.great purpofe of maintaining the

llrength, tne reputation, and the

profperity of this country, ought

to be ever before your eyes. To
render your deliberations for that

purpofe fuccefsful, endeavour to

cultivate a fpirit of harmony a-

mong yourfelves. My concur-

rence in whatever will promote
the happinefs of my people, you

may always depend upon : and in

that light, I (hall ever be defirous

of encouraging union among all

thofe, who wifh well to their coun-

try.

The addre/s of the houfe of Lords,

Moft gracious Sovereign,

WE your Maj. fly's moft du-

tiful ana loyal fubje&s the

Lords Spiritual and Temporal, in

parliament afTembled, return your

Majefly our humble thanks for your

moft gracious fpeech from the

throne.

We acknowledge with grati-

tude, your Majelty's tender re-

gard and concern for yOuf people,

in affembiing the parliament at

fuch a ieafon, as, whilit it pro-

vides for the convenience of your

[P] 4 people.
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people, will allow fufticient time

for our deliberations on the feveral

branches of the public fervice that

may require our immediate atten-

tion : A :'G we beg leave to allure

your majeftj, t.ia: it ihall be our

hearty d; lir. to forward your Ma-
jelly's inoft gracious purpofe, by

avoiding in our proceedings all un-

necefi'ary delay.

We fincereiy rejoice in the pro-

fpedl pf the continuance of the ge-

neral tranquillity ; and it is our firm

refolution to give, at a time fo fa-

vourable for fuch confidera'.ions, our

ftri&eft attention to all thofe objects

that may more it i i diately affect

the internal welfare and happinefs

of your people.

We allure your Majefty, that

our earnell endeavours ihall not be

.wanting for the relief of the dif-

treiTes, which the poor labour un-

der frcrp the high price of corn,

if any farther poufions can be

made conducive to fo deiirable an

end.

Permit us, Sir, to congratulate

your Majefty on the fafe delivery

pf the Queen, and tae birth of a

Prince ; and to aiTure youi Ma-
jefly cf our unfeigned joy on any

increafe of your domeftic feli-

city ; at the fame time that we
confidcr every addition to your il-

luftrious houfe as a further fecu-

rity of our religious and civil liber-

ties.

We beg leave to condole with

your Majefty on the death cf his

Royal Highnefs the Duke cf York,
and to teftify our fincere concern for

the lofs of a Prince, whole virtues

and amiable qualities, as they dif-

tinguifbed his life, will ever be
held in the moll grateful remem-
brance.

Your Majefty mny be aflured,

}hat, being fully fenfible of the ne-

ceffity of improving the prefent

tranquillity to the purpole of main-
taining the ftrength, the reputation*

and profperity of this country, we
will chetrfuily contribute, on our

part, to the fuccefs of fuch mea-
sures as (hall be thought moft expe-

dient for the attainment of that

gre? f end : and th;it, with this

view, we Ihall endeavour to culti-

vate thai fpirit ol harmony and
union, which your Majeily, in your

paternal care lor the happinefs of

your people, has moft gracioufty

recommended from the throne; and
on which the fuccefs of our coun-
cils, and the public welfare, fo ef-

fentially depend.

His Majefly's mojl gracitns Anfvctr*

My Lords,

Your readinefs to provide for the

public fervices with the unanimity

and difpatch fo oeceftary at this

juncture, as well as to avail your-

felves of the prefent general tran-

quillity, in order to promote the in-

ternal profperity of my people, is

highly agreeable to me ; and I rely

upon your afturances, that you will

ufe your endeavours to relieve the

diftreffes which the poor labour un-

der from the high price of corn.

I thank you for the joy you ex-

prefs on the ir.creafe of my royal

family ; and 1 feci for the part you
take in my concern for the unex-

pected lofs of my late brother the

Duke of York.

The Addrefs of the houfe of Cc:nmon'.*

Moft gracious Sovereign,

E your Majefty's moft du?
tiful and loyal fubjedts,

the Commons of Great Britain in

parliament aftembled, return your,

Majefty our humble thanks for

your.
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your moft gracious fpeech from the

throne.

We beg k-ave moft gratefully to

acknowledge your Majefty's good-

nefs, and attention to the conve-

nience of your people, in calling

your parliament together a: this

time ; and to allure your Majefty,

that we will endeavour to improve

the opportunity which the prefent

happy Mate of peace and tranquil-

lity affords, by exerting our utmoft

abilities in the profecution of fuch

mealures as may molt effectually

promote the public welfare and pro-

fpcrity.

We are equally fenfible of your

Majelty's paternal care, in the mea-
sures already taken by your Majefty

to alleviate the diilrefles of the

poor; and of your royal wifdom,

in recommending the fame inte-

refting and important object to the

consideration of your parliament

;

and we will not fail to take in-

to our moft attentive deliberation

all fuch meafures as fhall appear

conducive to the accomplifhment
of that great and moil dehrable

end.

It is with unfeigned joy that we
prefume to offer our congratulations

to your Majeity on the late increafe

of your royal family, by the birth

pf a Prince ; and to allure ycur
Majefty that we regard as an addi-

tion to the welfare and happinefs of
this ration, every increafe of that

iHaftrious houfe, under whefe mild

and aufpicicus government our

religious and civil liberties have
been fo happily maintained and
protected.

And it is with equal grief and
anxiety that we reflect on the late

untimely lofs of your Majefty's

loyal brother, the Duke of York;
ivhofe early and ready zeal in his

^untry's caufc fhewed him worthy

of the heroic race he fprang from ;

and whole amiable virtues, in the

more private fcenes of life, muft
ever make his memory dear to all

who had the happinefs of approach-

ing him.

We beg leave moft humbly to

aflure your Majefty, that this houfe

will, with a zeal and alacrity be-

coming the reprefentatives of an af-

fectionate and grateful people, rea-

dily grant fuch fupplies as {hall be
requiiite for the fupport of your
Majelty's government, for advan-

cing the honour and intereft of this

country, and effectually providing

for the public fafety.

And that our regard to your
Majelty's recommendation, as well

as the indifpenfable duty we owe
to thofe whom we reprefent, will

make us earneftly attentive to the

great object, of diminishing the na-
tional debt; being convinced that

nothing can fo effectually tend to

add real luftre and dignity to your
Majefty's government, or to give
folid and permanent ftrengch to

thefe kingdoms.
With thefe views, and in thefe

fentiments, we will endeavour,

with the utmoft unanimity and
difpatch, to promote the public

fervice, and to deferve, by our
fincere and unwearied labours for

the general good, that confidence

which it has pleafed your Majefty
to repofe in us; not doubting of
your Majefty's gracious difpofltion

to confirm and perfect what our
true zeal may fuggeft, for the laft-

ing advantage and happinefs of your
people.

His Majejly^s moji gracious Anfwer.

Gentlemen,
I return you my very fincere

thanks for your dutiful and loyal

ad-
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addrefs ; the part you take in the

late happy event in my family,

completes the fatisfaftioi, which I

receive from it: and your affection

to me appears equally manifeft

the lhare \ou take in the me-
lancholy incident which we all ie-*

gret, and lerves as a confolation co

me. 1 fee with pleafure the conti-

nuance or that zeal, and true public

fpirit, which I have long expe-

rienced in my faithful commons,

by your attention to the feveral

o'oje&s recommended to your con-

federation, and particularly to the

means of providing againft a fcur-

ci:y of corn, and for paying the

public debt. You may depend up-

on my invariable attention to the

happinefs and profperity of my
kingdom.

IThe humble addrefs to his Majefty, of
the right hon. the Lord Mayer,

Aldermen, and Commons of the city

ef London, in Common Council af-

fmbltd, prefented the llth of l\c-

ternler, 1767, on the happy occa-

sion of the birth of a Prince ; to-

gether tvith their condolence on tbe

death of his Royal Highnejs the

Duke of York ; and his Mcj
mojl gracious anfvuer.

May it pleafe your Majefty,

WE your Majefty 's moft dutiful

and loyal fubjects, the Lord
Mayor, Aldermen, and Commons,
of the city of London, in Common
Council aflembled, happy in every

occahon of approaching your royal

prefence with our molt dutiful con-

gratulations, beg leave to e.vprefs

our unfeigned joy on the fafe deli-

very of that molt excellent princels

the Queen, and the further encreaie

of your royal family by the birth of

another Prince.

We cannot but feel ourfelves

6

deeply intereil.^d in every event
which affects the ilkutrious houfe of
Hanover, under w) mild govern-
ment the Britiin ubjecls have,

for more than half a century,

been blelTed 1 ill enjoy-

ment of their on ;

d religious

rights, and a feries of happinefs

unknown to the fame extent 11 any
former period.

Permit us, therefore, roya! Sir, at

the fame time, humbly to f.fer our

fincere condolence on the much la-

mented death of your Majeity's

royal brother the Duke of York,
whofe many eminent and princely

virtues have molt juilly endeared

his memory to all your Majesty's

loyal fubje&s, and make the private

lofs of the royal family a public

misfortune.

May the Divine Providence long

preferve your Majefty; and may
there never be wanting one of your

Majefty's royal descendants to be

the guardian of our moft happy
conftitution.

His Majeflfs ?nofr gracious Anfwer*

I thank you for this loyal addrefs,

and fc r the fatisfadion you exprefs

in the increafe of my family: thofe

expreiiions of your zealous attach-

ment cannot but be agreeable tome.
The religion and liberties of my
people always have been, and ever

mail be, the conftant objects of my
care and attention ; and I (hall

efteem it one of my firft duties to in-

fti! the fame principles into thofe

who may fucceed me.
I regard your condolence on the

melancholy event of the Duke of

York's death, as an additional proof

of your attachment to me and
my family ; and I take this firft op-

portunity of expreifing my thanks

for it.

Eh
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flis Excellency George Lord Vifcount

Toivnjhend, Lord Lieutenant Gene-

ral, and General Governor of
Ireland, his Jpeech to both houjet

of parliament at Dublin, on u -J-

day the zoth day of Oflober, 1767;

<wuh their addrejjes on the occa-

Jton, o c

.

My Lords, and Gentlemen,
f

IT is with great Satisfaction,

that, in obedience to his Ma-
jefty's commands, I now meet you

here in parliament, being confi-

dent that the end of all your con-

futations will be to fupport the

honour of the cro.vn and the juit

rights and liberties of the people.

As nothing can be more con-

ducive to thefe great ends, than

the independency and uprightnefs

of the judges of the land, in the

impartial adminiftration of juftice;

I have it in charge from his Ma-
jefty, to recommend this intereil-

ing objeft to parliament, that fuch

provision may be made for Securing

the judges in the enjoyment of

their olfices and appoi >
f.ments,

during their good behaviour, as

lhall be thought moft expedient.

I lhall be happy to co-operate

with you in this great work fo

gracioufly recommended by the

King, and in whatever may tend

to the effectual and expeditious

distribution of jultice throughout

every part of this flourilhing coun-

try, whole constitution and belt fe-

curity is a government by law.

Deeply interefted as we are in

the domeltic happineSs of our moft

amiable Sovereign, you cannot but

reflect with pleaiure on the encreafe

of his Majelty's family by the

birth of a Princefs Royal ; and af-

fectionately attached as we mull

be to every branch of that illuf-

trious houfe, I am perSuaded you

feci moft lenfibly the affecting

event of th~ death of his Royai
Highnefs the Duke of York, whofe
many and eminent virtues had
jnftlj endeared him to his majeSty,

ani ail las fubjedts.

Gentlemen of the houfe of
Commons.

I have ordered the proper offi-

cers to prepare and lay before you
the necelTary eltimates, and have
no other lupphes to aSk but fuch
as have been ufually given : truft-

ing, at the fame time, to your
wiidom and zeal, to make fur-

ther provisions, if the ne~eSSary fup-

port of government and the Safety

of this country lhall require it.

My Lords, and Gentlemen,
The proteltant charter-fchools

have, from their firlt institution,

met with the conitant alliltance and
protection of parliament; the fime
difpofuion, I am perfuaded, will

(till continue, as they are the

great Sources of indultry, virtue and
trui religion.

T.ie linen manufacture calls

likewiSe for your utmoft attention

;

and it would be a pleafing circum-

Itance to me, if, during my admi-
niitration, I could lee foreigners

entirely prevented from interfering

in any article of this important

confumption.

You may depend upon his Ma-
jelty's grncious difpofition to con-
fent to all fuch laws as lhall be for

the welfare and true intereft of this

kingdom.
On my own part, you may be af-

fured, that I will, with the utmoft
Satisfaction, concur with you in

every thing that may promote the
public good ; and upon all occa-
sions contribute my belt endea-
vours for advancing the happinefs

and profperity of Ireland.
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Ybt bumble addrefs of the houfe sf
Lords to his Majejiy.

Moft gracious Sovereign,

WE your Majelly's moll duti-

ful and loyal fubje&s, the

I,oWfr Spiritual and Temporal, in

parliament affembled, do embrace

this earlieft opportunity of tefti-

fving our warm and unalterable

zeal for your Majelly's facred per-

jfosy family, and government.

Attached by the double tie of

dott]i and affection, actuated by the

-'.[ juil confidence, founded on an

uninterrupted experience of your

liv? arable intentions towards this

your loyal kingdom, we fhall make

it the conftant object of our en-

iSeavours to fupport the honour of

the crown, and the juft rights and

liberties of the people.

Permit us, royal Sir, to affure

yw; that our minds are fo filled

with gratitude at this late inilance

of your gracious protection, in

recommending to parliament that

fech- a provifion may be made for

Jecuring the judges of the land in

ifte enjoyment of their offices and

appointments, during their good

behaviour, as may be found expe-

dient, that we want words to ex-

pjrefs. v'Jf fentiments on this iubject.,

being fully convinced that inde-

pendence is the bafis of impar-

tiality, and that whatever may
tend to the effectual and expedi-

tions diltribution of juftice, and a

government by law, are the beft

(cavities of our molt valuable con-

ion.

Interefted as we are in the

extension of your royal houfe, we
cannot fail of coniidering every

iccreale of your family a valuable

acquifition to the itate, whilft we

feel a filial fatisfaction at every

event which adds to the domefti?

comfort of our amiable Sovereign,
and his royal confort.

Judge then, royal Sir, how
fincere and dear is our concern at

the death of his Royal Highnefs

the Duke of York, whole many
and eminent virtues, the early

pledges of every great and glo-

rious a&, jutlly endeared him to

your Majelly and all your fub-

jeds.

We beg leave to acknowledge
your Majeily's goodnefs, in fend-

ing us a chief governor in every

refpedl fo well qualified to repre-

fent your Majelly,

Permit us alio to affurc your
Majefty, that the proteftant charter

fchools, the great fource of in-

duflry, virtue, and true religion,

fhall have our utmoft afUilance and
protjftion.

And that the linen manufac-
ture, efTcntia! in its every branch
and modification to the well-being

of this kingdom, fhall employ our
unwearied vigilance that foreigners

be precluded from participating

in the emoluments arifing from the

co:iiumption of that important

commodity.
And we fhall make it our

fludy to model all fuch laws as

fhall appear to us to be conducive

to the welfare of this kingdom, in

fuch a manner as to render the:n

deierving of the fanction of you*

Majelly's approbation.

The humble addrefs of the houfe of
Commons to his Majejiy.

Moll: gracious Sovereign,

WE your Majefty's moft du-

tiful and loyal fubjedb,

the commons of Ireland in par-

liament affembled, beg leave to

affure your Majelly of our firm and
inviolable attachment to your Ma-

jelly's



STATE PAPERS. 1>37

jefty's facred perfon, royal family,

and government ; and to return

your Majefty our moft unfeigned

thanks for the confidence which

your Majefty has been gracicufiy

pleafed to repofe in us ; the con-

tinuance of which we fhall endea-

vour to deferve, by taking every

ineafure, to the utmoft of our abi-

lities, that may tend to fup-

port the honour of the crown, and

the juft rights and liberties of the

people.

We are perfectly fenfible the

abilities, uprightnefs, and inde-

pendency cf the judges of the land

are conducive to thofe great ends

;

and filled with the warmeft fenfe of

your Majefty 's paternal attention

to the happinefs of your faithful

fubjefts of this kingdom, we fhall

moft cheerfully and gratefully

concur in the important meafure,

fo gracioufly recommended to us

by your Majefty, for fecuring the

judges in the enjoyment of their

offices and appointments during

their good behaviour.

We are perfectly fatisfied the

part that nobleman will take, to

whom your Majefty has been pleaf-

ed to commit the government of

this kingdom, cannot fail to pro-

mote the important work recom-
mended by your Majefty, as well as

whatever elfe may tend to the ef-

fectual and expeditious execution

of the laws, fo effential to the

happinefs of this kingdom, whole
conftitution and fecurity, we are

fully fenfible, is a government by
law.

Permit us to congratulate your
Majefty upon the farther addi-

tion to your illuftrious houfe, by
the birth of a Princefs Royal ; an
event which muft give the higheft

fatisfa&ion to a people fo deeply

imerefted in the happinefs of fo

excellent a fovereign, adorned with
every virtue that conftitutes the

great king, and the amiable father

of a family.

Our condolence for the me-
lancholy event, fo recent and af-
fedting, we know not how to offer

to your majefty ; unwilling to re-
new your Majefty's fraternal grie£
we mall forbear to expref, our
feelings for the lofs of fo amiable
a Prince, whofe eminent virtues

had juftly endeared him to your
Majefty and all your fubjecls.

'

We have ever efteemed the
protectant charter fchools as great
fources of induftry, virtue, and
true religion, and fhall be ever
ready to grant them fuch afliftance

and protection, as muft be found
neceftary for their proper fupporc
and advancement. And we fhall,

with the utmoft afliduity, endea-
vour to put an efFe&ual ftop ta
every inconvenience that hr.s hi-

therto impeded the improvement
of that moft important branch of.
our trade, the linen manufacture;
and fhall be happy to fee foreigner^
entirely prevented from interfering
in any arcicle of it.

The great affechon which your
loyal and faithful Commons of
Ireland have ever teftified for
your facred perfon, and the fuc-
ceftion in your illuftrious houfe,
will always induce them, to the
utmoft of their abilities, to grant
fuch fupplies as may be neceftary
for the fupport of your Majefty's
government, and the fafety of thu
kingdom.

Your Majefty's gracious difpo-
fition to confent to all fuch laws
as may be falutary for the welfare
and true intereft of this kingdom,
calls for our warmeft acknow-
ledgments.

We beg leave humbly to a(Ture

your
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your majefty, that we confider it

as a particular inftance of your
Majefty 's great attention to the

welfare of this kingdom, that you
have been gracioufly pleafed to ap-
point a chief governor, whofe ex-

perienced abilities, as well in the

cabinet as in the field, give us the

higheft expectations, that his Ex-
cellency will, in every circum-
flance, fupport the honour' of the

crown, and the juft rights and
liberties of your Majefiy's moll
faithful fubjecls of Ireland.

His Majeflfs ?nej} gracious anfwer.

His Majefty thanks the houfe

of Commons for their loyal and
affectionate addrefs, expreifive of

that attachment to his perfen and
family, of which his faithful people

of Ireland have, at all limes, given

the moft undoubted proofs.

His Majefty, ever defirous of

fupporting the rights and liberties

of his people, equally with the

honour of his crown, will receive

with pleafure whatever ihall be

offered to him, which /ball tend

to promote the impartial admi-

iriftration of juftice, to enforce the

execution of the laws, and to

ftrengthen the prefent happy con-

flitution; and does not doubt that

his faithful Commons, on their

part, will be ready to grant, with

cheerfulnefs and unanimity, fuch

fupplies as ihall be aflced of them,

according to their abilities, which

he will always attend to, for the

fupport of his government, and the

,

prefervation of the public fafety.

Every poflible improvement of
the linen manufacture of Ireland,

will be Aire to meet with his Ma-
jelly's countenance and fupport.

His Majefty receives, with great

fatisfaction, their congratulations

on the encreafe of his family, and

is fenfible of the tender concern

they exprefs for the Iofs of his late
royal brother the Duke of York.

The humble addrefs of the houfe tf
Lords to his Excellency.

wE his Majefty's moft duti-

ful and loyal fubjecls, the
Lords Spiritual and Temporal in

parliament affembled, beg leave to

return your Excellency our hearty
thanks for your moft excellent
fpeech from the throne.

We fhall endeavour, in all our
proceedings, to confirm the fa-

vourable opinion your Excellency
is pleafed to entertain of. us, and
to convince your Excellency, that

the fupport. of the honour of the
crown, and the juft rights and
liberties of the fubjecls, are the

great objects of our deliberations.

His Majeily's paternal care of
us, in providing for the impartial

adminiftrarion of juftice, by fe-

curing to the judges the enjoy-

ment of their offices and appoint-

ments during their good behaviour,

is fully proved, by his being gra-
cioufly plrafed to recommend to

us the framing fuch laws as may
tend to that falutary purpofe : And
we have an entire reliance on your
Excellency's affiirance, that you
will co-operate with us in fuch

laws as may beft promote the ef-

fectual and expeditious diftribution

of juftice : thole great objects of all

well-conftituted governments, and
on which the happinefs and profpe-

rity of iociciy fo greatly depend.

We fhall always moft fenfibly

feel whatever may contribute to

the domeftic happinefs of our moft
amiable Sovereign, and his Uluftri-

ous confort ; and we therefore re-

fled, with the utmoft pleafure, on
the increafe of his Majelly's family,

by the birth of a Princefs Royal.

Senfible
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Senfible of thofe impreflions of

humanity and tendernefs, which
muft affett his Majefty on the re-

ccn and melancholy event of the

death of his Royal Highnefs the

Duke of 5fork we beg leave to af-

fure your Excellencj it adds greatly

to that concern which ivs (hall al-

\va
;

s feel on any diminution of his

illuftrious family ; but which mull

mo! fenfi ly affeft us, when we re-

c hu Pvoyal Higbnefi's

m eminent virtues had fojuftly

endeared him to his Majefty and all

his lubje<5lo.

Y <ur £:;cellcncv'f warm recom-
mends ;f;on of the fupport of our
Proteitant charter fchools, and
your attention to whatever may
contribute to the encooi gement
and extenfion of our 'inen manu-
facture, fully convince us, that

with the government of Ireland

your Excellency has adopted the

true and real intereft-of it ; and we
efteem it a particular initance of
his Majefty's goodnefs to us, that

he has intrufted the government of
this kingdom to your Excellency,

who is defcended from a nobleman
who fo eminently fupported the

interelt of his illultrious houfe, on
which our happinefs entirely de-

pends, and who has himfelf {o

greatly contributed to the exten-

fion of his Majefty's dominions in

America.

Convinced by the experience of
his Majefty's goodnefs to us, we
entirely depend on his gracious

difpofition to confent to all fuch

laws as fhall be for the welfare a d
true interelt of his kingdom ; and
fully aflured, that your Excellency

will concur with us in every thing

that may promote the public good,
and our happinefs and profperity,

we, on our parts, think it our duty

to allure your Excellency, that we
fhall ufe our beft endeavours to ren-
der your Excellency's adminiftra-
tion eafy and honourable.

His Excellency's Anfiver.

I return my thanks to your Lord-
fhips for this affectionate addrefs,
and for the very obliging manner in
which you exprefs your good opi-
nion of me: I will always endeavour
to preferve it, by making his Ma-
jefty's fervice, and the intereft of
this kingdom, the objefts of my ut-
moft care and attention.

The bumble addrefs cf the houfe er

Commons to his Excellency*

May it pleafe your Excellency,

T'f 7E h » s Majefty's moft duti-
ful and loyal fubjecls, the

Commons of Ireland in parliament
aff. ;;i

l
>led, beg leave to attend your

B; ;ency with our fincere thank*
for your moft excellent fpeech frora
the throne, and to exprefs our fa-

tisfaction in his Majefty's affec-

tio ii e regard for the profperity of
this kingdom, fo warmly fhewn by
the appointment of a chief gover-
nor, who defcended from anceftors

diftinguiihed by their inviolable at-

tachment to the caufe of liberty, and
the great fupport of it, the fuccef-
fion in the illuftrious houfe of Ha-
nover, inherits the fame principles,

and fteadily adheres to the lame
fentiments.

When we reflecr on the import-
ant fervices and greai military ex-
perience of your Excellency for
many years in different parts of
the globe, and on your happy fuc-
cels m railing the fame and ex-
tending the dominions of Great
Britain; when we now fee the

fword of juftice entrufted to the

fame
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fame perlon, who has conitantly

ufcu the fword of vvar for the ho-

nour '<; his fovereign and the giory

of his country, we muft look up

to your Excellency with the high-

eft expectation and confidence.

And when we recolleft the con-

siderable (hare which you have ta-

ken in planning and carrying in-

to execution in England, an iffec-

tual na'ional militia, we cannot but

acknowledge that the civil power

could not be more lafely or ufe-

fully delegated, than to your Ex-

cellency.

Happy in uniting a paflicn for

glory with a love for the laws, and

zeal for the fecurity or" the confti-

tution, your Excellency has given

us a molt favourable prefage of

your future adminiitration, by

your early attention to the impar-

tial diitribution of jultice : and we
fee with joy and veneration the

warm regard and concern which

animate his Majeity's royal brealt,

for the fecuiity of the rights and

liberties of his faithful fubjects of

Ireland, in his Majeity's gracious

recommendation to us to make a

proper proviiion for fecuring the

judges in the enjoyment of their

offices and appointment during

their good behaviour j a work
which we fhaJl proceed upon with

the molt grateful fenfe of his Ma-
jefty's paternal affection for our

welfare, as a fecurity long and

ardently wifhed for in this king-

dom, to the religion, the laws,

the liberties and properties of the

fubjett ; the accompli ihment of

which will be a ftrong mark of his

Majeity's juft confidence in us, and

will remain an honourable memo-
rial of your Excellency's admi-

niitration.

We fhall cheerfully concur in

granting fuch fupplies, as the ne-

ceffary fupport of government
a. d lafety of this kingdom ihall

require.

Tne proteftant charter fchools

well deferve our conftant afliit<nce,

as great fources of induflry, vir-

tue and true religion ; and we
fhall elteem ourfelves peculiarly

happy in dillinguifhing your Ex-
cellency's adminiitration by fo lin-

gular a benefit to the linen ma-
nufacture of this kingdom, as the

prevention of foreigners from in-

terfering in any article of that im-
portant branch of our trade.

But molt particularly we beg
leave to make our molt fincei e ac-

knowledgments for your Exct !V-n-

cy's declarations of his Majeity's

gracious difpoiition to conient to

all fuch laws as fhall be for the

welfare and true interell of Ire-

land, and of your own warm wifhes

to concur in every thing that may
promote the public good.

Fully confident from thefe af-

furances, that this nation will,

under your Excellency's govern-
ment, be nr.ide happy in the ac-

quifition of every law, which_ can
promote the honour of the crown,
and advance the happinefs and
profperity of the people of Ire-

land; we, on our parts, fhall

make it our itudy to contribute

every thing in our power to the

eafe, the honour, and the dignity

of your Excellency's adminiitra-

tion.

His Excellency 'j Anpwer,

I am extremely obliged to the

hcufe of Commons for the very fa-

vourable opinion which they enter-

tain of me. I will endeavour to

merit the continuance of it by ex-

erting my utmoit endeavours to pro-

mote the iervice of the crown, and
the true intersft of this kingdom.

C II A-
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CHARACTERS;
General Cbdrafier of ihe Weljb> as

it <was in the time of Henry the

Second ; taken from Lord Lyftel-

ton's Hijiory of that Prince, and
by him principally extruded from
the writings of Giraldus Cam-
brenfisy a celebrated contemporary

Hijlorian.

HE tells us, that not only the

nobility and gentry, but the

whole people of Wales, were uni-

verfally addi&ed to arms : that

they gate no attention to com-
merce, navigation, or mechanical
arts, and but little to agriculture ;

depending for fuftenance chiefly

on their cattle; and difliking, or

rather difdaining, any labour, ex-
cept the toils of war and hunting,

in which from their infancy they

trained themfelves up with un-
wearied alacrity ; military exer-

cifes, or the feverelt fatigues in the

woods and mountains, being their

conftant diverfions in time of peace.

Their bodies were naturally not

robult; but, by this manner of
life, they became exceedingly ac-

tive, hardy, and dextrous in the

ufe of their arms, and ever ready

to take them up when occafion

required it. To fight for their

country, and lofe their lives in

defence of its honour and liberty,

was their chief pride : but to die

in their beds they thought dif-

graceful.

Vot. X,

A very honourable teftimony was
given to their valour by King Hen-
ry the Second, in a letter to the

Greek Emperor, Emanuel Com-
nenus. This prince having de-

fired that ah account might be fent

him of all that was moft remark-
able iri the ifland of Britain, Hen-
ry, in anfwer to that requeft, was
pleafed to take notice, among
other particulars, Of the extra-

ordinary courage and fiercenefs of
the Welfh, " who were not afraid

to fight unarmed with enemies
armed at all points, willingly fhed-

ding their blood in the caufe of
their country, ahd purchafing glo-

ry at the expence of their lives."

But thefe words mult not be taken

in too ftridl a fenfe, as if they had
abfolutely worn no armour : for

they ufed fmall and light targets,

which were commonly made of
hides, and fometimes of iron : but,

except their breafts, which thefe

guarded, all the relt of their bodies

was left defencelefs : nor did they

cover their heads with cafques, of
helmets ; fo that in comrJarifori

of the Englifh, or other nations

of Europe, they might be called
" unarmed." Their ofFenfive wea-
pons were arrows, and long pikes,

or fpears, which were of great ufe

againft cavalry; and thefe they,

occafionally, either pufhed with,

or darted ; in which exercife the

whole nation was wonderfully ex-

B pert}

,.
I

*qJ&
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pert ; but more efpecially the men
of North-Wales, who had pikes
fo flrong and well-pointed, that
they would pierce through an iron

coat of mail; but thofe of South-
Wales, and particularly the pro-
vince of Guent, or Monmouth,
which was then a part of that
kingdom, were accounted the bed
archers, not being inferior, in the

ufe of the Jong bow, to the Nor-
mans themfelves.

The common people fought on
foot ; but fome of the nobility be-

gan now to ride upon hcrfes bred
in their own country, which were
high-mettled, and fwift, but not
very ftrong : and even thefe gen.
tlemen would frequently difmount,
both in combating, and when they
fled; the nature of their country,
as well as their difcipline, being
better adapted to foot than horfe.

Their firil onfet was terrible; but,

if ftoutly refilled, they foon gave
ground, and could never be rallied;

in which they refemble other bar-
barous nations, and particularly

the Britons and Celts, their fore-

fathers. Yet, though defeated
and difperfed, they were not fub-
dued; but prefently returned to

make war again upon thofe from
whom they had fled, by ambuf-
cades and night marches, or by
fudden affaults, when they were
leaft expected ; in which their agi-
lity, fpirit, and impetuofity, made
up what they wanted in weight and
rirmnefs : fo that, although they
were eafily overcome in a battle

by regular troops, they were with
great difficulty vanquifhed in a
war. The fame vivacity which
animated their hearts infpired their

tongues. Tney were of quick and
fliarp wit; naturally eloquent, and
ready in fpeaking, without any

awe or concern, before their fu-

periors, or in public ailemblies.

But from this fire in their tempers

they were all very paffionate, vin-

dictive, and fanguinary in their

refentments : nor was their re-

venge only fuflden and violent,

when they received any perfonal

injury or affront, or while the

fling of it was recent in their

minds; but it was frequently car-

ried back, by a falfe fenfe of ho-

nour, even to very remote and
traditional quarrels, in which any
of their family had been ever en-

gaged. For not only the nobles

and gentry, but even the loweft

among them, had each by heart

his own genealogy, together with

which he retained a conltant re-

membrance of every injury, dif-

grace, or lofs, his forefathers had
Suffered, and thought it would be
degeneracy not to refent it as per-

fonal to himfelf. So that the va-

nity of this people, with regard to

their families, ferved to perpetuate

implacable feuds, and a kind of

civil war among private men; be-

fides the difTenfions it excited a-

mong their kings and chief lords,

which proved the deftruflion of

their national union, and con-

sequently broke their national

ftrength.

They were in their nature very

light and inconllant, eafily im-
pelled to any undertaking, even

the molt wicked and dangerous,

and as eafily induced to quit it

again ; defirous of change, and
not to be held by any bonds of

faith or oaths, which they violated

without fcruple or fenfe of fhame,

both in public and private tranf-

aclions. To plunder and rob was
fcarce accounted difhonourable a-

mong them, even when committed
againfl
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againft their own countrymen,
much lefs againft foreigners.

They hardly ever married without

a prior cohabitation ; it being cuf-

tomary for parents to let out their

daughters to young men upon
trial, for a Aim of money paid

down, and under a penalty agreed

upon between them, if the girls

were returned. The people in ge-

neral, and more efpecially their

princes and nobles, gave them-
feives up to exceilive lewdnefs ;

but were remarkably temperate in

eating and drinking, constantly

failing till evening, and then mak-
ing a fober meal ; unlefs when
they were entertained at the tables

of foreigners, where they indulg-

ed themlelves immoderately both
in liquor and food, pafling at once
from their habit of abitinence to the

molt riotous and brutal excefs: but,

neverthelefs, when they came home,
they returned with great eafe to

their former courfe of life ; and
none of their nobles were led by
the example of the Englifh to run
out their fortunes by a profufenefs

in keeping a table. No kind of
luxury was yet introduced into

their manner of living ; not even
a decent convenience, or neatn'efs.

They feemed to be proud of not

wanting thole delicacies which
other nations are proud of enjoy-

ing. Their kings indeed, and a
few of their principal nobles, had
built fbme caftles in imitation

of the Englifh; but mofl of their

gentry ltill continued to dwell in

huts made of wattles, and fituated

in folitudes, by the fides of the

woods, as moft convenient for

hunting and paflure, or for a re-

treat in time of war. They had
no gardens, nor orchards, nor any
improvements about their dwell-

ings, which they commonly
changed every 7ear, and removed

to other places (as the Britons and

Celts, their anccftors, had been ac-

cuftomed to do) for the fake of

frefli pafture and a new fupply of

game.
Their furniture was as fimple

and mean as their houfes, fuch as

might anfwer the mere neceffities

of grofs and uncivilized nature.

The only elegance among them
was mdfic, which they were fo

fond of, that in every family there

generally were fome who played

on the harp ; and fkill in that in-

ftrument was valued by them more
than all other knowledge. This

greatly contributed to keep up

that chearfulnefs, which was mOre
univerfal and conflant in the Welfh
than in the Saxons or Normans.

Notwithllanding their poverty,

they were fo hofpitable that every

man's houfe was open to all ; and
thus no wants were felt by the

moft indigent, nor was there a

beggar in the nation. When any
ftranger, or traveller, came to a

houfe, he ufed no other ceremony
than, at his firft entrance, to deli-

ver his arms into the hands of the

matter, who thereupon offered to

wafh his feet ; which if he accept-

edj it was underltood to fignify

his intention of flaying there all

night ; and none who did fo was
refined. AVhatever the number
or quality of their guefts might
happen to be, the mailer and mif-

trefs of the houfe waited on them,

and would not fit down at table

with them, or tafle any food, till

they had fupped. The fire was

placed in the middle 6f the room,

on each fide of which was fpread

a coarfe bed of hemp over a thin

mat of rufhe?, where the whole'

B 2 family
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family and their guefts flept to-

gether, without even a curtain be-

twixt them. Their fett lay always

next to the fire, which, being kept

burning all night, Supplied the

want of bcd-cloaths; for they had

no covering but the cloaths they

wore in the day.

It was cullomary among them

to receive in a morning large com-
panies of young men, who, follow-

ing no occupation but arms, when-
ever they were not in aftion , ftrolled

over the country, and entered into

any houfe that they found in their

way ; where they were entertained,

till the evening, with the mufic

of the harp and free converfation

with the young women of the fa-

mily. Upon which Giraldus Cam-
brenfis makes this remark, that of

all the nations in the univerfe none

were more jealous of their women
than the Irilh, or lefs than the

Welfh. In other refpetts their

manners fo nearly agreed, when
that author wrote, as to difcover

the marks of a Celtic origin com-

mon to both.

One is furprifed in obferving

how absolutely the Britons, after

their retreat into Wales, loft all

the culture they had received from

the Romans, and, inftead of re-

fining the ancient inhabitants of

that part of the ifland, relapfed

themlelves into their rude and

barbarous manners, This is the

more wonderful, becaufe the Latin

tongue and no contemptible fhare

ef its learning were long preferved

in their public fchools, and con-

tinued, though indeed in a declin-

ing ftate, even down ro the times

of which I write. They had alfo

retained the profclUon of the chri-

ftian religion, but debafed with
grofs fuperftitions : Giraldus Cam-
brenfis informs us, that they paid,

in his days, a more devout rever-

ence to churches and churchmen,
to the relics of faints, to crofles,

and to bells, than any other nation.

Whenever any of them happened to

meet a monk, or other ecclefiallic,

they inftantly threw down their

arms, and, bowing their heads, im-
plored his blefling. When they un-
dertook a journey into any foreign

country, or when they married, or

were enjoined by their confeflbrs

any public penance, they paid a

full tenth of all their goods, which
they called " the great tythe," in

the proportion of two parts to the

church wherein they had been bap-

tized, and one to their bifhop.

How far they carried their refpecl

to afylums and fan&uaries has al-

ready been mentioned. The ex*

cefs of their fuperftition with rela-

tion to this point is cenfured by
Giraldus Cambrenfis himfelf, as

great a bigot as he was ; and it

certainly muft have been one prin-

cipal caufe, why fo many murders
and other crimes were committed
among them. Their hermits were
celebrated for feverer aufterities

than any others in Europe, the ve-

hemence of their temper carrying

their virtues, as well as vices, into

extremes. Pilgrimages to Rome
were their favourite mode of devo-
tion, though they had many faints

of their own nation, whofe fhrines

they adored with the blindeft fuper-

ftition. In fhort, their religion,

for the moft part, was fo different

from genuine chriftianity, that ei-

ther it was prejudicial to civil fo-

ciety, or did it no good.

Chf
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CharaBer of the Englifh and Nor-

mans. From thefame.

THERE is a remarkable paf-

fage in William of Malmf-
bury upon the different characters

of the Englifti and Normans. He
fays, that, before the latter had

obtained poffeflion of England,

learning and religion were brought

to fo low a ftate in that kingdom,
that moft of the clergy could hard-

ly read divine fervice j and if,

happily, any one of them under-

flood grammar, he was admired and
wondered at by the reft as a prodigy.

The Englilh nobility were very

deficient in the external duties of

piety ; it being cuftomary among
them, even for thofe who were

married, to hear matins and mafs

faid to them in their bed-chamber?,

before they were up, and as fail as

the prieft could poflib'y hurry them
over; inftead of attending divine

fervice, with proper folemnity, in

churches or chapels. Many of

them were guilty of the unnatural

inhumanity of felling their female

flaves, whom they kept as their

concubine?, when they were big

with child by them, either to public

proftitution, or to perpetual flave-

ry in foreign lands. They were

alfo univerfally addifled to drunk-
enness, and continued over their

cups whole days and nights, keep-

ing open houfe and fpending all

the income of their eftates in riot-

ous feafts, where they eat and
drank to excefs, without any ele-

gant or magnificent luxury. Their
houfes were generally fmall and
mean, their garments plain, and
fuccinft : they cut their hair Ihort,

and fhaved their faces, except the

tipper lip; wearing no ornament,

but heavy bracelets of gold on
their arms, and painted figures,

that were burnt into the fkn, on
fome parts of their bodies. The
Normans on the contrary (as the

fame author informs us) affecled

great finery and pomp in their

cloaths ; and were delicate in their

food, but without any excefs.

They fpent little in houfe-keeping,
bat were very expenfive and mag-
nificent in their buildings, making
that their chief pride, and intro-

ducing a new and better mode of

architecture into this ifland. Nor
did they only difplay this mag-
nificence in their own private

houfes; but embellifhed all the

kingdom with churches and con-

vents more fplendid and elegant

than thofe of the Englifh. They
are alfo commended, by the above-

mentioned hiftorian, for eftabiifh-

ing here a more decent and more
regular form of religion : but yet

it is certain, that, by admitting
new doctrines of popery, to which
the Anglo-Saxon church had never

a/Tented, they further corrupted

the purity of the Chriftian faith in

this ifland. He adds, that they

were faithful to their liege lords,

if they were not ill ufed ; but that,

on occafion of the lighteft offence

given to them, they broke their

allegiance; that being accuftomed
to a military life, and hardly know-
ing how to live without war, they

made it with ardour; but, if they

could not fucceed by open force,

they underftood equally well how
to employ both fraud and bribery:

whereas the Englifh had only a

rafh and impetuous valour. He
likewife tells us, that the Normans
were apt to fell juftice; that they

were full of emulation, ambition,

and envy; that they frequently

B 3 them-
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themfelves opprefled their vaflals,

but bravely defended them againit

all others ; willingly intermixed

with the people they had conquer-

ed, and of all nations in the world

were the kindefl. to foreign«r«, put-

ting them upon an equal foot with

themfelves, if they came to fettle

among them.

Such is the picture drawn by
William of Malmfbury of the

Englifh and Normans compared
and contrafted together; and no
writer of thofe times was better

qualified than he to form a true

judgment of their good and ill

qualities, or more impartial be-

tween them ; for he had very good
fenfe, with much knowledge of

the world, and was equally re-

lated in blood to both nations.

Neverthelefs the diverfity, which
he has obferved in their manners,
did not remain till the times in

which he wrote. He tells us him-
felf, that the Englifh foon accom-
modated themfelves to thofe of the

Normans, after they had been
forced to fubmit to their govern-
ment, except in one article, name-
ly, their temperance in eating and
drinking; but, inftead of learn-

ing that, they communicated to

them their own habits cf drunk-
ennefs and immoderate feaiiing,

which continued for many ages the

national vices of their common
pofterity.

In weighing the merits of each
people, as here defenbed, it will

be found that the Normans were
greatlv fuperior'to the Englifh in

politenefs and knowledge ; and it

may therefore be thought, that,

by a mixture with them, the latter

received fuch improvements, as

were a fufficient compenfation for

the many evils brought upon them

in other refpects. It mud alfo be
con felled, that, fo long as the

Anglo-Saxons wore msftcrsof Eng-
land, that kingdom was of no ac-

count in the fyflem of Europe
j

but grew to have weight and au-

thority on the continent under the

government of the Normans, both

from the dominions which the

princes of that race pofleffed in

France, and from their active am-
bition, which, feconded by the

entcrprifing and warlike difpofi-

tion of all their nobility, rendered

the Englifh name refpected and
illuflrious abroad. But whether
this honour was not purchafed too

dear, by the lofs of that peace,

which the fituaticn of England,
efpecially if united with Scotland

and Wales, might have fecured to it

under the government and ifland-

policy of the Saxons, may well he

difputtd. Befides the con flan t ex-

pence of blood and treafure, one
gieat mifchief, occafioned by it,

was the taking off the attention

of many of our kings from the

important objects of agriculture,

manufactures, and commerce. Yet,

on the other hand, it is certain

that foreign wars, by exercifing

the vslour, increafe the ftrength,

of a nation^ which, remaining

long unemployed, is very apt to

decay, and fink into an infirm and
effeminate foftnefs ;

particularly

where the people are much ad-

dicted to commerce ; the mer-
cantile fpirit prevailing over the

military more than is confident

with the fafety or virtue of a flate.

To keep up the energy of both

thefe fpirits in a proper degree,

and without prejudice to each

other, is a very important and
very difficult part of political wif-

dom, which has been performed in

few
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few governments, either ancient or

modern.

Charaftcr of Harold. From the

fame.

HE fo conducted the affairs of

the kingdom, that he made
the reign of a very weak prince

moft happy to the Engliih ; vic-

tory attended his arms on the

borders ; liberty and peace were

maintained by him at home. There
was much dignity, gracefulnefs,

and ltr^ngth in his perfbn ; he had
a courage and refolution which
nothing could daunt, an eafy flow

of natural eloquence, animated by

a lively agreeable wit, and eleva-

tion of fentiments with popular

manners. Befides all the luftre

he drew from his political and
military talents, in which he had
no equal among his own country-

men, his character was embellifh-

ed, and rendered more amiable,

by a generous fpirit, and a heart

in which humanity tempered am-
bition. It does not appear that

his virtues were difgraced by the

mixture of any vice or weaknefs,

which could difhonour him in

the eyes of the public. Upon
the whole, he was worthy of the

crown he afpired to ; which is

confeft even by writers no way dif-

pofed to judge of him too favour-

ably, and ftill better proved by all

his behaviour after he was on the

throne.

His own brother Tofti, a man
given up to the word paffions,

and capable of gratifying them
by the word means, was the firft

enemy who difturbed the peace of
his realm. This lord, in the

reign of Edward the Confefibr,

had been earl of Northumberland,

and by many grievous oppreffions

had fo irritated the people, that,

rifing in arms, they drove him
out. Harold, having been fent

with a commiffion from the king to

fupprefs this revolt, was told by
the Northumbrians, ** that they

were born and bred freemen, and
could not endure a tyrannical go-
vernor, but had learnt from their

anceltors to fecure to themfeWes
either liberty or death." Such a
language, by a man of a defpo-

tic temper, would certainly have
been deemed an unpardonable ag-

gravation of their offence ; but
Harold refpecled it, admitted

their plea, and even rendered

himfelf their advocate with- the

king, (to whom his entreaties were
commands) that they might have
for their governor the perfon they

defired, Morcar, the younger bro-

ther of Edwin earl of Merci3,
whoi'e father and grand-father bad
been dangerous enemies to hi: fa-

ther and himfelf : a molt laudable

act, and which fhews that he was
worthy to rule a free kingdom ! It

may indeed be thought, that policy

joined with generofuy and with
juftice, in dictating to him this

extraordinary conduct : for, be-

fides the hearts of the people, he
gained by it a connexion with two
powerful nobles, who never for-

got the obligation, and whofe
warm adherence to him muft have
greatly contributed to raife him
to the throne.

Cbarafier of William the

From thefame.

Firjt.

THE character of this prince

has feldom been fet in it's

true light ; fome eminent writeri

£ 4 having
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having been dazzled fo much by
the more fliining parts of it, that

they have hardly feen his faults

;

while thers, out of a ftrong de-

teflation of lyranny, have been un-
willing tp allow him the praife he
deferves.

He may with jultice be ranked
among the greateft generals any
age has produced. There was
united in him activity, vigilance,

intrepidity, caution, great force

of judgment, and nevtr-iailing

prefen.c of mind. He was very

ilrict in his discipline, and kept

his foldiers in perfect obedience;

yet preferved their affection. Hav-
ing been, from his v. ry child-

hood, continually in war, 2nd at

the head of armies, he joined to

all the capacity that genius could

give, all the knowledge and fkill

that cxperh-ice could teach, and
was a perfect mailer of the mili-

tary art, as it was practifeo. in the

times wher. he lived. His consti-

tution enabled him to endure any
hardfhipj ; and very few were
equal to him in perfonal ftrength :

which was an excellence of mere
importance than it is now, from
the -manner of fighting then in

ufe. It is faid of him, that none
but himfelf could bend his bow.
His courage was heroic, and he

poiTcfled it, not only in the field,

but (which is more uncommon)
in the c.binet; attempting great

things with means that to othtt

ro^n appeared unequal to fqch
undertakings, and fleadily pro-
fee uttwg what he had boldly re-

U. . ; Dving never dift orbed or

di f-arter.ed witji difficulties, in

the purfuit of his enterprises ; but
h o that noble vigour of mind,
wnich > initead of bending to op-
position, rifes againft it, and feems

to have a power of controuling ancji

governing fortune itfelf.

Nor w as he lefs fuperior tp

pleafure than to fear. No luxury

foftened him, no riot difordered,

no floth relaxed. It helped not a
little to maintain the high refpect

his fubj^cts had for him, that the

rnajefty of his character was never

let down by any incontinence or

indecent excefs. His temperance

and his chaltity were conltanC

guards, rhat fecured his mind
from all weaknefs, fupported its

dignity, and kept it always, as it

were, on the throne. Through his

whole life he had no partner

of his bed but his queen : a moft

extraordinary virtue in one who
h^d lived, even from his earlieft

youth, amidtt all the licence of

camps, the allurements of a court,

and the feduftions of fovereign

power ! Had he kept his oaths to

his people as well as he did his

marriage vow, he would have

been the bell of kings; but he in-

dulged other pafiior.s, of a worfe

nature, and infinitely more de-

trimental to the public, than

thofe he retrained. A lufi of

power which no regard to juitice

could limit, the moll unrelenting

cruelty, and the moft infatiable

avarice, poffefled his foul. It is

true indeed, that among many
acts of extreme inhumanity fome

mining Kit. -sees of great cle-

mency may be produced, that

w re either effects of his policy,

which taught him this method of

acquiring friepds, or of his mag-
nanimity, which made him flight

a weak anc lubdued enemy; fuch

as was Edgar Atheling, in whom,

he found neither fpirit nor talents

able to contend with him for the

crown. But wher* he had no ad-

vantage
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vantage nor pride in forgiving, his

nature uifcovering itfelf to be ut-

terly void of all ienfe of com-
panion ; and fome barbarities,

which he committed, exceeded

the bounds, that even tyrants and

conquerors prefcribe to them-

felves.

Moll of our ancient h'ftorians

give him th? character of a very

religious prince ; but his religion

was, after thv falhion of thofe

times, belief without examination,

and devotion wichou 1 piety. l\.

was a religion that prompted him
to endow mona|teri f, s, and at the

fam^ time allowed him to pillage

kingooms ; that h re>v him on his

jtnees before* a reiic or cro'f- , but

fuffered him un.-tllrained to tram-

ple upon the liberties and rights of

mankind.
As to his wifdom in govern-

ment, of which fome modern
writers have fpoken very highly,

he was indeed fo far wife, that,

through a long, unquiet reign,

he knew how to fupport oppreffion

by terror, and employ the pro-

perelt means for the carrying on a

very iniquitous and violent ad-

mi filtration. But that which a-

lone deferves the name of wifdom

in the character of a king, the

maintaining of authority by the

exercife of thofe virtues which

make the happinefs of his people,

was what, with all his abilities,

he does not appear to have poffefl.

Nor did ha excel in thofe foothing

and popular arts, which fome-

times change the complexion of a

tyranny, and give it a fallacious

appearance of freedom. His go-

vernment was harfh and defpotic,

violating even the principles of

that conftitution which he himfelf

had eitabliihed. Yet fo far he

perf rmed the duty of a fovereign,

that he took care to maintain a
good police in his realm ; curbing
licen loufnefs with a ltrong hand,
which, in the tumultuous Hate of
his government, was a great and
difficult *.\ork. How well he per-
formed it wc may learn even from
tne tellimoiy of a contemporary
Saxon hiftorian, who fays, that
during his reign a man n.ight

have travelled in perfect fecurity

aii over the kingdom with his

bofom full of gold ; nor dartt any
kill another in revenge of the
greateft offences, nr offer violence

to the chaftity of a woman. j-,'ut

it was a poor compenfation, that

the highways were fafe, when the
courts of jultice were dens of
thieves, and when almoft every
man in authority, or in office,

ufed his power to opprefs and pil-

lage the people. The king him-
felf did not only tolerate, but en-
courage, fupport, and even (hare

thefe extortions. Though the
greatneis of the ancient landed
eftate of the crown, and the feudal
profits to which he legally was en-
titled, rendered him one of the
richelt monarchs in Europe, he
was not content with all that
opulence : but by authorizing the
fherifvs, who collected his reve-
nues in the feveral counties, to
practife the moll grievous vexa-

tions and abufes, for the railing

of them higher by a perpetual
auction of the crown lands ; fo
that none of his tenants could be
fecure of poffeflion, if any other
would come and. offer morej by
various iniquities in the court of
exchequer, which was entirely
Norman ; by forfeitures wrong-
fully taken ; and lafily, by ar-

bitrary and illegal taxations, he
drew
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drew into his treafury much too

gre.it a proportion of the wealth of

his kingdom.
It muit however be owned, that

if his avarice was infatiably and

unjufUy rapacious, it was not

meanly pariimonious, nor oi that

fordid kind, which brings on a

prince dilhonour und contempt.

He fupported the dignity of his

crown with a decent magnificence ;

and though lie never was lavifh,he

fometimes was liberal, more cfpe-

cially to his foldiers and to the

church. But looking on money as

a neceflary means of maintaining

and encreafing power, he defired

to accumulate a 3 much as he could,

rather, perhaps, from an ambi-

tious than a covetous nature : at

leaft his avarice was fubfervient to

his ambition, and he laid up wealth

in his coffers, as he did arms in

his magazines, to be drawn out,

when any proper occafion required

it, for the defence and enlarge-

ment of his dominions.

Upon the whole, he had many
great qualities, but few virtues

:

and, if thofe attions that moll par-

ticularly diftinguilh the man or the

king are impartially confidered, we
fhall find, that in his character

there is much to admire, but full

more to abhor.

Charafter of William Rufus.

thefame.

From

TH E character of this king
has been too much depreci-

ated by many hiftorians. It was,

no doubt, very faulty; yet, not-

withstanding all his faults, he was
a great man. In magnanimity, the

fir ft of royal virtues, no prince

ever excelled him, and few have

equalled. For proof of this I /hall

here relate fome particular fafls,

which I could not fo properly

mention in giving a general view
of this reign. While he was be-

fieging Mont St. Michel, a for-

trefs in Normandy, which was
held againft him by Henry, his

younger brother, a fmall party of

horfe belonging to the garrifon

approached near his camp ; at the

fight of which, being tranfported

by the ardour of his courage, he
furioufiy advanced before his own
troops, and charged into the midft

of them. His hone was killed

under him, and the foldier, who
had difmounted him, not knowing
who he was, dragged him by the

foot on the ground, and was going
to flay him, if he had not ftopt

the blow, by faying to him, with

a tone of command, not fupplica-

tion, " Rafcal, lift me up : I am
the king of England." At thefe

words, all the foldiers of prince

Henry, his brother, were ftruck

with awe, and reverently raifing

him up from the earth brought
him another horfe. By this time

his own forces were come to his

fuccour in fuch numbers, that the

little band of the enemy could

make no refiftance, much lefs carry

off the king as their prifoner.

That prince, feeing this, vaulted

into the faddle, and carting his

eyes, which fparkled with fire, all

round about him, aiked, who it

was that unhorfed him ? For fome
time all were iilent : but, at laft,

he who did it anfwered, " It was

I, who did not fuppofe you to be

a king, but an ordinary knight."
,( By the face of our Lord, re-

plied William with a fmile, thou

fhalt henceforth be my foldier,

and receive from me the recom-

pense



CHARACTERS. ii

penfe thy valour deferves." But
the anfwer he made to a bravado

of the earl of la Flefche i< a (till

nobler imiance of his magnani-

mity. That lord, his competitor

for the earldom of Maine, being-

taken piifoner by him, and re-

ceived with an infult, faid, with

a fpirit fuperior to fortune, " An
accident has made me your c :|>-

tive; but could I recover my li-

berty, I know what I Ihould do.

—

You know what vou ihould do

!

replied the king ! Be gone; I give

you leave to do your utmoit ; and
I fwear to you, that if you over-

come me hereafter, I will afk no
return from you for having thus

fet you free." With thefe words
he difmiiU'd him : an action of

heroifm that would have done
honour to Crefar, whofe foul (fays

pne of the bell of our ancient

hiltorians) feems to have tranf-

migrated into this monarch. He
likewife atted and fpoke in the

"fpirit of that Roman, when, from
his ardour to relieve the city of

Mans, bcfiegcd by the earl of la

Flelche, he p (Ted the fea in a

violent tempeti, faying to the

failors who warned him of the

danger, " that he never had heard

ofany king havi.g been drowned."
Nor dit! he lefs refemble Caefar

in liberality, than in courage, and
greatncfs of mind. He give

without meafure, but never with-
out choice; diftinguifhing merit,

and fixing it in his fervice by
means of his bounty ; that merit
efpecially which was the m8ft ne-

ctlTary, to fupport his ambition,
eminent valour, and military ta-

lents. In the magnificence of his

court and buildings he greatly ex-
ceeded any king of that age. But,
though his profufencfs arofe from

a nobie and generous nature, it

n. Lit be accounted rather a vice

than a virtue; as, in order to fup~

ply the unbounded extent of it,

he was very rapacious. If he had
lived long, his expences would
ha-'P undone him : for he had not,

as L,rel"ar had, the treafures of the

world to fupport his extravagance ;

ai"d it had brought him fome years

before his death into fuch ditlkul-

tjk 5, that even if his temper had
not been defpotic, his necef-

fities would have made him a ty-

rant.

His foul was all fire, perpe-

tually in action, undaunted with

danger, unwearied with applica-

tion, purfuing pleafure with as

much ardour as oufinefs, but ne-

ver facrihcing bufinefs to pleafure ;

addicted to women, yet without
any tendernefs or fixed attachment,

rather from a fpirit of debauchery
than from the paffion of love. He
had many concubines, but no rhif-

trefs ; and never would marry, for

fear of fubjecling himfelf to any
reftraint.

Neverthelefs, the vivacity of
his temper and the quicknefs of
his parts were balanced by the fo

liaity and the ttrength of his judg-
ment : fo that, although he was
very eager in all his purfuits, he

directed them wi h great prudence,

excelling Hill more in policy than

in arms. He had not ir.dec '. any
tincture of learning ; bat be had
ftudied mankind, and knew them
well, under all difguifes ; covering

himfelf with a deep : iiimuladon,

v\here it was ne*..; jy, and the

more dangerous in it from an
appearance of opennefs, heat, and
pailion ; imperious and abfolute,

fo as to endure no contradiction or

ltop to his will, when he had
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pr.wer enough to enforce obe-
dience, but pliant and foothing,

when he wanted that power: in

public maintaining his majefty,

not only with ftate, but with
pride; yet in private, among his

friends, and thofe whom he ad-

raitted to a familiarity with him,
«afy, good-humoured, and often

more witty than is proper for a

king
;

His perfon was difagreeable,

and his elocution ungraceful : not-

withstanding which imperfections

he carried all points he had at

heart, more by the arts of in-

finuation and addrefs than by
force.

Confidering how much he owed
to the clergy in obtaining his

crown, it is no little proof of un-

common abilities, that he wore it

without any dependance upon
them, and entirely fubjedted their

power to his own. But not con-

tent to govern the church, he ty-

rannized over it, as he did over

the ftate. Nor would he conftrain

himfelf to that outward fhew of

reverence for ecclefiaftics, which
his father had always paid to them,

even while he oppreffed them :

and this was certainly one prin-

cipal caufe, why the monks, who
have tranfmitted his character to

us, accufe him fo heavily of being

irreligious. That all the ftrange

ilories, related by thofe hiftorians,

of his open impiety, are ftrittly

true, it is hard to believe ; be-

caufe one would imagine that his

good fenfe alone muft have t?ught

him fome refpecl for the forms of

religion, in an age, which de-

manded that, and demanded no

more. Yet though the charge

may have been aggravated, it was

not wholly groundiefs. His mind

was too penetrating not to fee the
depravity of what was then called

religion, and his heart was too

corrupt to feek for a better. We
are told indeed, that, in a dan-
gerous fit of ficknefs, he expreft,

remorfe for the offences of his

part life, and promifed amend-
ment: which fhews at leaft that

he had in him no fettled principle

of ablolute infidelity : but he had
not any fuch fteady fentimcnts of
faith or piety, as could be a re-

ftraint on his paffions. So that the

impreffions made in his illnefs were
foon effaced by the return of his

health. There was alfo a levity

and petulance in his wit, which
often gave his converfation an air

of profanenefs beyond what he fe-

rioufly thought or meant. He
paid fo little refped to the oaths

he had taken, that he feemed to

confider them as mere forms of
ftate, or arts which policy might
employ and difpenfe with at plea-

fure. All his vices were public,

and he did infinitely more harm
by the bad example he gave, and
the indulgence he fhewed to the

enormities of others, than by his

own. He not only tolerated,; but
encouraged in his court, and (what
was yet worfe) in his army, the

moft unbridled profligacy of man-
ners ; relaxing all diicipline, civil

or military ; and hardly punifhing

any crimes, but rebellions and
treafcns againft himfelf, or the

breach of the foreft laws, which
had been made by his father, and
of which he had folemnly pro-

mifed a remiffion to his fubjects.

Thefe he enforced with a cruel

rigour ; but other offences were
either winked at, or the offender

bought off the punifliment. So
that the mifery of England was

com-
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Complete in this reign ; for the na-

tion was now a prey to liceniiouf-

nefs, as much as to tyranny, fuf-

fering at once the uiforders of a-

narchy, and the oppreflions of ar-

bitrary power. The army of Wil-

liam the Firft had been under the

curb of a itrift difciplinc ; but that

of William Rufus, like a wild bealt

unchained, was let loofe to infeit

his peaceful fubjefts. The young

nobility were bred up in debauch-

ery ; luxurious, effeminate, and

guilty even of lulls which nature

abhors ; defpifers of order, law,

morality, and no lefs proud of their

vices than of their birth. But hap-

pily the life of this prince was too

fhort to extend the corruption to

the body of the people ; and there-

fore the commonwealth recovered

again, when the fucceedirg mo-
narch applied to it fuch remedies

of wholefome feverity, as the dif-

tempers contracted by it required.

Character of Louis le Grcs. From
the fame.

ON the firft of Auguft in the

year eleven hundred and

thirty-feven, died at Paris Louis
the fixth, furnamed le Gros, from
the largenefs and corpulence of his

perfon. A much nobler furname
might have been properly given

to him from the qualities of his

mind : He deferved to have been
called the Good, or the Juft. His
whole reign was palled in conftant

itruggles with the infolence, the

licentioufnefs, and the tyranny of
his nobles, againft whofe opprefli-

ons he royally defended his peo-
ple, maintaining his laws by his

arms, and permitting no crimes to

cfcape his juftice. Thus far he

much refembled our Henry the

firft : but in policy he was not
always a match for that king.
Yet he deferves no lefs elteem : for

in goodnefs of heart he was great-

ly his fuperior, and had fcarce any
equal among the princes who
reigned in his days. He loft hi$
health, and at laft his life, by
the fatigues he fuftained, in be-
fieging callle after cattle, where
any flagitious or turbulent per-
fon had broken or endangered the
peace of his realm. Abbot Suger,
his principal minifter, tells us,

that he would often lament the
unhappy condition of human life,

in which to know much and att

much is feldom or never in our
power together ; adding, that if

he had kn<nxn in his youth, what
he kne*w in his age, or could a£t

in his age with the fame vigour as
he did in his youth, he fhou'd
have been able to conque- many
kingdoms. Yet that Uftorun af-

firms, that, even in the .? iter years
of his reign, broken as he was
with inceflant toil* jnd heavy from
a too corpulerr iiabit of body, if

any thing h .pened in any part of
his kine

:

jui, by which the royal

majeftv was hurt or offended, he.

never fuffered it to go unchaftifed.

His dying words to his fon were
admirable, < f Remember, /aid be,

and have it always before your
eyes, that the royal authority is

a public charge, of which you
mult render, after ycur death, a
ftrift account." In the year eleven,

hundred and thirty-one he had the
misfortune to lofe his eldcft fon
Philip, a very hopeful youth ;

who, while he was riding in the
fuburbs of Paris, was thrown down
and killed, by a hog running fud-
denly under the feet of his horfe.

The
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The ftrangenefs cf ihe accident em-

bitteicd the lois, and put the for-

titude of the father to a terrible

proof: but he bore it with the he-

roifm of a good chriftian and a

great king. His grief did not hin-

der him from immediately think-

ing of the mod proper meafures to

guard his people and family againil

the ill confequences of this unhap-

py event. For, prefently after-

wards, Innocent the fecond hold-

ing a general council at Rheims,

the afflicled monarch brought thi-

ther Louis, his fecond fon, who
was under thirteen years old, and

caufed him in the prefence of all

the affembly, to be anointed and

crowned king together with him-

felf, by the hands of the pope, " in

order (fays Suger) to prevent the

disturbances which other competi-

tors for the crown might excite:"

remarkable words, which fhew the

reafon of the practice eltablifhed

in France of crowning the fon du-

ring the life of the father, and prove

that a regular courfe of hereditary

fucceflion was not yet abfolutely

fettled in that kingdom, any more

than in England.

Characler and death of Prince Eu-

Jlace, fon to King Stephen. From
thefame.

EUSTACE, who had collected

*a force fufficient to take the

field, marched out from Cam-
bridge, a little before the feaft of
St. Laurence, intending to join the

king, his father, at Ipfwich ; or to

attempt fomething himfelf againft

the earl of Norfolk, whofe power
in thofe countries was ftill very
great. When he came to St. Ed-
roond's-bury, he demanded of the

monks belonging to that convent,

a fum of money, to p.ny his men S

but not obtaining any fiom them,
he Kll into a furious rage, and in-

llantly leaving their houfe, com-
manded his foldiers, who were in

want of lubfiltence, to cut down
the ripe corn all round the town,
particularly what belonged to the

abbey y and bring it into his camp.
He had force feen this order exe-

cuted, when he w^s feized with a
burning fever pad frenzy, of which
he died in a fhort time. It may
well be prefinned, that his diftem-
per proceeded from the violent

agitation his mind had been in,

and from the heat of the weather,
at that leal'on of the year : but the

monks did not fail to fuppofe that

it was a judgment of heaven upon
him, for having facrilegioufiy

plundered their field?. He was of

a character to make his lofs re-

gretted by none, who had any real

concern for the good of the pub-
lic. Yet his nature was not ut-

terly void of all virtues j but it

was miferably depraved by a bad
education. He had been bred,

even from his cradle, amidft the

licentioufnefs, cruelty, and impi-
ety of a long civil war; without
proper care, in thofe to whofe tui-

tion his youth was committed, to

preferve him from the contagion of
fuch pefiilent times, by oppofing

good inltru&ions to evil examples.

As he grew up, he became diffo-

lute, fierce, and intractable. A
low tafie of pleafure carried him
into mean company : fo that he
wafled a great part of his time

with buffoons, and all the fcum of

a loofe court or diforderly camp ;

which vile fociety debafed his

mind, and corrupted his heart.

Otherwise he might have been ca*

pable of doing great ihings : for
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he pofiefted, with the activity and

courage of his father, a more de-

termined refolution ; and difcover-

eJ, in the earliett bloom of his

youth, fuch talents for war, as

gained the admiration even of the

oldeft commanders. To his friend *

he was affable, courteous, and li-

beral ; but his bounty was too of-

ten extended to perfons, whole only

merit was ferving his vices. Upon
the whole, he feemed made to per-

petuate the mifchiefs, that Eng-
land endured under the reign of

his father, and perhaps to encreafe

them.

CbaraSer of King Stephen. From
thefame.

TH E valour of this king was
much the molt mining part

of his character. In the held of

battle he was a hero, though every

where clfe an ordinary man. But
even his military abilities were
chiefly conhned to the ufe of his

fword and battle-axe. The extent

of his genius was not proportioned

to a great plan of action ; his fore-

light was ihort and imperfect, his

difcipline loofe, and his wr.uie

conduct in war that of an alert

partifan, rather than of a difcreet

and judicious commander.
He had in his nature fotne ami-

able virtues, as generoflty, clemen-
cy, and affability, which,
the direction of wifdom and jnfiice,

would have given him a place a-

mong the bell of oit Kings: but
for want of thofe lights to guide
and rule them, they were unwor-
thily, weakly, and hurtfully em-
ployed. His mind was very active,

and always pufhing him on to bold

undertakings, in which he feldom
proved fuccefsful : for fetting out

wrong, and having left the. ftrait

patil of honour and virtue, he got

into a labyrinth of perplexed and
crooked meafures, out of which he

never afterwards could extricate

himfelf, either with reputation, or

fafety;

The times, and circumrtances,

ia which he was placed, required

a fteady, calm, and refolute pru-
dence : but he acted only by ftarts,

and from the violent impulfe of
fome prefent paffion ; always too

eager for the object in view, and
yet too lightly changing his courfe;

too warm in his attachments, and
too impetuous in his refent-

ment5.

The guilt of his ufurpation was
aggravated by perjury, and by the

blacked ingratitude to his uncle,

King Henry, from whom he had

received ruch obligations, as, to a
mind endued with a right fenfe of
honour, would have been no lefs

binding than the oaths he had
taken. This was a ftain on his

character, which even the m .of
a good government could : have
effaced: but his was fo bad, that

it might have expelled a lawful

king from an hereditary throne,

indeed the weakness of his clue,

:d rh«* too great obligations he

had fcb the clergy in his election,

were incumbrances that hung very

heavy upon him, and the original

caufes cf all his troubles. Yet
again It both thefe difficulties, un-

eafy as they were, he might have

found a refource in the affection

of his people. Henry the firft, in

the beginning of his reign, was
no lefs indebted to the clergy than

he, nor was his title more clear:

notwithstanding which he main-
tained himfelf in the throne, and
kept the church in due obedience,

by
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by a government popular without

meanness, and llrong without vio-

lence. But bribes and a Handing

army of the molt odious foreign

mercenaries were the wretched iup-

ports, on which his fucceflbr lean-

ed, to fecure a precarious and un-

natural power. InrteaH of gradu-

ally trying to fhake oft" the fetters,

which the church had impofed up-

on him at his acceflion to thecrown,

by the proper and legal aliitiance

of parliament, he was continually

weakening the royal authority, by

further conceffions to the bifhops,

in hopes of attaching them more

firmly to his interells ; and, when
he ventured to quarrel with them,

he did it in a manner, which hurt

the privileges of his temporal ba-

rons no lei's than theirs, and made
civil liberty appear to be inierefted

in their defence. Thus hedeftroyed

the only ground upon which he

could itand, and changed the na-

ture of the queftion between him

and Matilda, making her caufe,

and her fon's, the caufe of the na-

tion, inilead of a perlbnal claim of

inheritance.

His private life was better by

far than his public conduct. He
was a good hufband and kind fa-

ther: but to his children, as well

as to his friends, he was too kind,

and took no care to reftrain the

vices of their youth ; a fault,

which is indeed very blameable in

a king, becaufe of the mifchiefs

it may afterwards bring upon his

people.

He w.is remarkably free from

fuperftitioo ; a merit uncommon
in rhat ignorant age, and feeming

to indicate a ftrength of under-

ftanding, which did not belong to

him in any other refpedts. There

is h flrange inconfiftency in human
nature ! The greatelt minds oftert

fall into weaknefies, which the
loweft would be aihamed of; and
pcrfons of mean parts are exempt
from certain follies, which very
wife ones are enflaved to ! Nor did
this fuperiority in Stephen produce
fuch cfFeels on hii government, as
might have been naturally expect-
ed from it. The weakeft bigot
that ever reigned could not have
facrificed more of the rights of the
Hate to a falfe fenfe of religion,

than he did to falfe notions of in-

terest and ambition.

Confidering him in the mod fa-

vourable light, we fhall find him
unfit for a throne. If he had been
only an earl of Montagne and
Boulogne, he might, perhaps, by
his courage, liberality, and good,
nature, have fupported that rank
with a very fair reputation. But
no great idea can be formed of a

monarch, whofe whole conduct
broke every rule of good and true

policy : who having gained his

crown by the love of the nation.

governed by foreign minifters, and
foreign arms ; yet, at the fame
time, gave way to innovations

which rendered his fubjefls formi-

dable to him ; then, by all the

means of abfolute defpotifm, with-

out regard to law or juftiee, en-
deavoured to fubdue the power he
had raifed ; and after having made
his whole reign a long civil war*
purchafed at lail a dilhonourable

and joylefs peace, by excluding

his fon from the fucceffion to the

crown, adopting his enemy, and
leaving himfelf little more than

the vain pageantry and name of

a king.

Cba*
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Cbarc.cler of Siward, Earl of Nor-

thumberland. From theJam:.

TH E Englifhman, whom
William the Firlt tfufted'

and favoured moft, was Walehedf,

eldeft fon to Siward earl of Nor-

thumberland, fimoas for bis vic-

tory over the tyrant of Scotland,

Macbeth.
I hii Seward was one of the mnft

extraodinary men who lived in

thofe times. H. of Huntington

fays, he was almoft a giant in it

ture, and had a ftrength of mind

not i ferior to that of his body. In

the battle againft Macbeth he loft

his fon, and we are told, that, when
he was inform d of his death, he

afked the meflenger, "Whether he
•* had received the mortal wound
'* before or behind ?" Being an-

fwered, that " it was before," he

laid, " I greatly ejoice ; for I

" eftee n no oihtr deatn worthy of
** me, ot mv ion." Another wri'er

reLtes, that, reeling himfelf ready

to expire from the violence of a

bloody flux, he (aid, " It was fhame
" for a warrior, who hid ineffeftu-

" ally fought death in (o many bat-

f* ties, to die now like a bcaft ;"

and therefore he commanded h;s

fervants to cloath him in a com-
plete luit of armour, took his battle-

axe in his right hand, his Ihield in

his left, and in that martial habit

and pofture gave up the ghuit.

This was exactly in the fp'rit of

the ancient Goths or Celts : and

one mould have thought that a

great kingdom, the nobility of

which had thefe fentiments, was in

no danger of being conquered a

few years afterwards, by foreign

arms. The fon of Siward, Earl

Wahheof, did not degenerate from

his father : nor was Hereward in-

Vol. X.

ferior to either of them in valour.

But no force o'" magnanimity or

natural courage in a nation can.

enable it to ref'ft a fuperior difci-

piine, and a greater (kill in the art

of war.

Character of Henry the Second. From
the fame.

SO M E monarchs, great in war,

or while they are ftruggling

with the ftorms of adverfity, fink,

in tranquility, into a.i effeminate

a:id negligent indolence, which

feems to u inerve all the vigour of

their minds. But Henry Planta-

genet was not one of thoie. Peace

did not lay his virtues afleep; it

only gave them a different exercife.

His courage and magnanimity were

then exerted in correcling the a-

bufes of government, and bringing

the ftate of the whole kingdom as

r.eur to perfe&ion as the times:

would permit. How far he had
gone b't fo. e in this arduous work,

the reader has feen. But a wife

prince will never think of endea-

vouring to reform ah evils at once;

much le f
s fuch as are covered un-

der refpe&able namts. Where he

has not onl) ta&ior. but prejudice

to contend wuh, he will proceed

with gieat caution, wait tor pro-

per feafons, and be fure, by other

trials, that his authority is too

ftrong to be eafily baffled. Nay,
he will be patient till he has

brought the voice of the public to

declare itielf loudly in favour of

the reformation he meditates. Hen-
ry did thus, with regard to the in-

dependency on the civil power,

which, in Stephen's reign, the

Englifh clergy had arrogated to

themfelves, and ftill continued to

C claim.
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claim. But before I enter upon

this fuHjecl, I think it will be pro-

per to give feme account of" him in

thofe parts of his character, which

make us acquainted with the man as

well as the king. I (hall alfo deli-

neate a fhort iketch of the cuitums

and manners of the nation, and

endeavour to fupply whatfoever is

wanting for the information of the

reader, in the civil and political

ftate of the kingdom.
The perfon of Henry was maf-

culine and robuft, excelling rather

in ftrength of limbs nd dignity of

afpefl, than in delicate or exaA
proportions of beauty. Yet his

. feature^ were good; and, when his

mind was lerene, there was in his

eyes a great ftveetnefs ; but, when

he was angry, they feemed to fpar-

kle with fire, and dart out flafhes

of lightning, fays Peter of Elois,

in a description he gives of him to

the archbifhop of Palermo. This

pafiionate temper, which (hewed

itfelf in his countenance by fuch

vifible marks, was his greateit im-

perfection : for, upon any fudden

provocation, he could not com-
mand the firft motions of his rage,

though at other times he pofTeffed

an extraordinary degree of pru-

dence and judgment. Neverthelefs

this infirmity never betrayed him

into furious or cruel adlions ; but

only broke out in words or gef-

tures : nor did his anger long con-

tinue ; and, when he was cool, his

difpofuion and behaviour were

gentle aud humane. He was ten-

derly compaflionate to all perions

in diftrefs ; and his good oeconomy

feemed to be chiefly employed in

providing an ample fund for his

charity and bounty. Befides what

he laid out in adls of munificence

. occafionally done, fome of which
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were the greatefi; we read of in our
hiftory, he afiigned the tenth part

of the provifions of his houfhold,

to be conllantly given in daily alms

to the poor. His treafures were
ever open to all men of merit ; bnt

he was particularly liberal in his

prefents to Grangers, who came to

vifit his court ; as many did from
all the nations in Europe, drawn
by his fame, which was every

where high and illultrious. Giral-

dus Cambrenfis, a writer of confi-

derable note in thofe days, (peaks

of him with fome degree of cen-

fure on this account ; as if his hav-
ing been fo lavifh to foreigners was
a detriment to his iervants and do-

meftic attendants, who were better

entitled to his gifts. But very lit-

tle regard is due to that author in

what he fays againft Henry, to-

wards whom he was foured, not

only by his prejudices as an eccle-

fiaitic, but by having been dif-

appointed in his hopes of promo-
tion to the fee of St. David's,

which I (hall have occafion to fay

more of hereafter. His malignity

appears very ftrong in this inftancc ;

for furely that prince deferved no
blame, but rather much commen-
dation, for this part of his conduct.

A generous hofpitality is not the

leaft of royal virtues. It does ho-

nour to a nation, and is attended

with many political benefits : for

gueits, who have been obliged by

favours conferred upon them in a

foreign court, return home the par-,

tizans and friends of that court,

and often ferve it more ufefully

than its own minifters. Nor can

there be a more fhameful weaknefs

in a king, than the allowing his

courtiers to confider his wealth as

a part of their property. Henry
was too wife to encourage fuch a

notion.
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notion. He did not fuffer thofe

about him to confine either his

purfe or his ear to themfelves. As
his own judgment directed the

couile of his bounty, fo his affa-

bility extended itlelf even to the

meanelt of his fubjects: infomucli

that his minifters muit have found

it a very difficult matter to conceal

from him any truth, which it was

ufeful for him to know. But,

though his ears were always open

to information or complaint, his

heart was fhut againft calumny :

nor did any good fervant, through

the whole courfe of his long reign,

fuffer any lofs of favour or credit,

by the fecret whifpers of malice,

or the vain and groundlefs clamour

of popular rumours. He was io

conltant in his friendfhips, and

chofe his minifters with luch di(-

cretion, that no: one of thofe whom
he principally trufted was ever dif-

graced ; except only Beck.ec, who
rather quitted, than loft, the place

he had gained in his hean. The
perfons who are moil: fteady in their

attachments are generally moft apt

to retain their avernons t and I fir.d

it obferved in the character of this

prince, that whom he once hated

he could hardly be perfuaded to

admit any more to a (hare of his

favour ; but it does not appear that

he ever hated without a fufficient

caufe. With what a generous cle-

mency he pardoned rebellions, and

other offences committed againft.

himfelf, feme remarkable inftances

have already been given, and more
will occur in the latter parts of

this hiftory : but there is one which
it is proper to take notice of here,

as it will not fall in with the fe-

ries of events related in the follow-

ing books.

Some gentlemen of his court be-

ing accufed, in his prefence, of
having, at the fuggeftion of the

biftiop of Worceller, talked of him
ntly and to his difhoncur,

they did not deny the words which
were laid to their charge, but al-

ledged that they were fpoken when
their minds were heated and difor-

oered with uine. On this apolo-

gy, he difmiffed them all without
any punilhment, and retained no
unkindnefs towards them or the
biihop : an admirable proof of true

magnanimity, and fuch as is found
in few princes ! for even the beft

are fometimes more angry at any
liberty taken with their perfons,

than at an act of high treafon a-

gainft their crown. But Henry's
good-nature got the better of his

pride ; and he was fo wife as to

know, that his character would
gain more by this moderation, than
it could fuffer by any injurious af-

perfions. Nor would he encourage
the bafenefs and malignity of in-

formers, who endeavour to recom-
mend themfelves to the favour of
a prince, by bringing to his ear the

unweighed expreflions of men in

their hours of freedom : a practice

as pernicious to the quiet of the

fovereign as to the fecurity of the

fubject. Henry's behaviour on
this occafion effectually delivered

his court from that peft, and render-

ed the air of it pure and healthful

to liberty.

Of the piety of this prince we
have a remarkable teftiraony from.

William Fitz-Stephen, a contem-
porary writer of Becket's life. He
tells us, that the king would fome-

times watch with the monks of

Merton-abbey three nights before

Eafter : and that, after the even-

ing fervice on Good Friday, he

was accuftomed to fpend the re-

C 2 mainde:
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mainder of the night, till the hour

of nine, when the lervice of Lalter

eve begins, in walking on foot, and
muffled up in a cowl, with only

one companion, to vifit all the

poor churches in the- neighbour-

hood, and perform his devotions in

them. The ferious fenle of reli-

gion, which thefe practices feem to

indicate, however tinctured with a

degree of innocent fuperftition, de-

ferves great praife ; and mere efpe-

cially in a monarch, who with fo

much fpirit oppofed the encroach-

ments of the church on the tempo-

ral rights of the ftate.

No gentleman of that age excel-

led him in politenefs, or had a

more becoming and agreeable man-
ner of converting with all who ap-

proached him. His wit was very

lively, but neither petulant, nor

ill-natured : fo that it made him
no enemies, nor ever let down the

dignity of his character. He had
alio the advantage of a wonderful

memory, and a great flow of natu-

ral eloquence ; which happy en-

dowments he improved by a conti-

nual application to learning. For
he was not content (as princes

nfually are) with the rudiments ac-

quired in his childhood ; but con-

stantly employed a great part of his

leifure in fecret ftudy, or in nflem-

blies of clergymen, with whom he

delighted to reafon and hear their

opinions, on points of literature

and science. His daily fchool (fays

Peter of Blois) was the conversa-

tion of t' _ -noil learned men, and
a kind o. academical difcuflion of

queftiens.

With his intimate friends he

lived in the molt gracious and eafy

familiarity, particularly with Beck-

et, to whofe houfe and table he

would frequently come uninvited

and unexpected. '« After they had
" finifhed their ferious affairs, they
" played together," fays a writer

of Beckec's life, " like two boys
" of the fame age." The king's

good -humour feems indeed to have

been fomctimes " too playful, in

" the eye of the public." But

the notions of decorum were not

in thofe times fo high and rigid

as now : nor could the military

life, then led by
(

our monarchs,

be rendered confident with all that

pride of royal Hate, which the

forms of a fettled court are thought

to require. Indeed any king may
fafelv and amiably dived himfelf

of his m;;jefty, in hours of recrea-

tion, if he knows how to keep it

up, on proper occafions ; and if

thofe companions, whom he chufes

to unbend himfelf with, are neither

fo mean, nor fo vicious, as by their

intimacy to difhonour and leffen his

character. Henry fported with his

chancellor, and with the nobility

of his court : but it does not ap-

pear that he ever contaminated

himfelf with the low fociety of

buffoons, or any of thofe who find

accefs to the leifure hours of prin-

ces, by miniftring to their vices,

or foothing their follies.

His favourite diverfion was
hunting ; in which he followed

the cuftoms of his anceftor?, and

more efpecially of the Normans,
who tock a pride in this exercife,

as indicating a . manly temper of

mind, and forming the body to the

toils and hardfhips of war. We
are told by his preceptor, Peter of

Blois, that when he was not read-

ing, or at council, he had always

in his hands a fword, or a hunting

fpear, or a bow and arrows. The
hunting fpear was ufed againfl wild

boars, which were then in our fo-

refts.
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refts, and adding greatly to the

danger, added alio to the hone ur of

this recreation. Henry role by

break of day. purfui d the chaee till

evening with unabated aro\ ur, and

when he came home, though all his

fervanti were tired wich following

him, he would not fit down ; but

wa» always on his feet, except at

his meals, which he u'ually made
very fhort. Even while he was

confuting on bulineis with his mi-
ni ft rs, he ftv.od, or walked. Thus
he kept down a dilpoiition to cor-

pulency, which would have other-

wife incommoded him, and pre-

served the alacrity of youth to old

age. From the continual habit of

exercife he was fo indefatigable,

that he w. uld perform in one day
(if occafion required it) a journey

of three or four to an ordinary tia-

velicr ; by which expedition he
often came unexpectedly upon his

enemies, dilconc«.rted the nieafures

that were taken againft him, and
crufhed the firil motions to rebel-

lion or tedition, even in the moll
didant parts of all ihe feveral ltates

that were under his government.
The frequent progrefies he made
about England have already been
mentioned. They were very be-

neficial to his people ; the execu-
tion of the laws, the good order

of cities, the improvement of agri-

culture, manufactures, and trade,

being thus under his own imme-
diate infpe&ion. He was the foul

of his kingdom, pervading every
part of it, and animating the whole
with his a-Ilive vivacity. Nor were
his cares ior the public interrupted
by luxury, or the powers or his mind
dilordercd or enleebled' by excefs.
He was conftantly fober, and often

abitemious both in eating and
drinking. His table was frugal,

21

his diet plain, and in his drefs he
affected the utmeft fimplicity, dif-

hkiug all ornaments, which might
encumber him and hinder his ex-
erciie, or mew an effeminate re-

gard to his pe ion. Yet this did

not proceed irom inattention to

women. He was but too fenfible

of the power of their attractions,

and too defirous to pleafe tii-m,

even to the end of his life.

Cbaratler of the Emprrjs Matilda.

Froot theJame.

WHILE Henry was employed
in fuppreiling this revolt, he

received an account of the death

of his mother Matilda, the greateft

lady that Europe had ever feen,

emprefs of Germany by her firffc

marriage, countefs of Arjou, Tou-
raine, and Maine by her fecond,

and, by the will of her father con-

firming her claim from hereditary

right, duchefs of Normandy and
queen of England. Yet {he was
more truly great in the latter part

of her lite, when (he acted only as

a fubjeel under the reign of her

fon, than at the time when fhe be-
held king Stephen her prifoner, and
England at her feet. The \iolence

of her temper and pride, inflamed

by fuccefs, had then dishonoured

her character, and made her appear

to her friends, as well as to her 1

enemies, unwvrthy of the dominion
to which fhe was exalted : but

from the in ru&ions of adverfity,

age, and reflection, ihe learned the

virtues fhe molt wanted, modera-
tion and mildnefs. Thefe, joined

to the elevation and vigi ur of her

mind, wher-in fhe had al.vays fur-

paffed her (ex, enabled her to be-

come a molt uleful counfellor and
minifter to her fon, in the affairs of

C 3
his
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his government, which, for fome
time part, had been her fole ambi-
tion. There is not in all hiftory

another example of a woman who
had poffeft fuch high dignities, and
encountered fuch perils for the fake

of maintaining her power, being
afterwards content to give it up,

and, without forfaking the world,

to live quietly in it; neither mix-
ing in cabals againft the ftate, nor

afpiring to rule it beyond that li-

mited province, which was parti-

cularly afligned to her adminiftra-

tlon I Such a conduit was merito-

rious in the higheft degree, and
more than atoned for all the errors

of her former behaviour.

Charafter of Sir Philip Sidney, with
a comparifon between loim an i the

celebi ated chevalier Bayard. Fran
thefame.

I
WILL add, that the twolaft, who
appear to have fafhioned them-

felves upon the model of chivalry,

and to have poffeffed in perfetlion

'all the virtues of their order, were,

in France, the chevalier Bayard,
and, in England, Sir Philip Sidney.

In valour, ccurtefy, geneiofity,

and a high and noble fenfe of ho-

nour, the peculiar virtues of chi-

valry, thefe two knights may be
well compared together ; but Sir

Phiiip Sidney's character, upon the

whole, is much fuperior to Bayard's,
becaufe he not only excelled in wit
and learning, but was alfo endow-
ed with great talents and abilities

for flare affairs, as we know from
the teftimot.y of the greateft ftatef-

man or that age, William prince of
Orange, who fent this meffage to

Queen Elizabeth by Sir Fulk Gre-
vilie, - that (in his judgment) her

" majefty had one of the ripeji and
" greatejl connjellors offate in Sir

" Philip Sidney that then lived in

" Europe, to trie trial of which he
" was pleafcd to leave his cwn
<c credit engaged, uh.il her majefty
" tnight pli ale to employ this gen-
" tleman either amongll her friends

" or enemies."

The credit of the prince of

Orange warns no fupport ; but I

will add, from the lame author, Sir

Fulk Greville, the teltimony of

the earl of Leicefter, who laid to

Sir fulk, " that when he under-
" took the government of the Low-
" Countries he carried his nephew
•' (Sir Philip Sidney) over with
" him, as one amengft the reft;

" not only defpifing his youth for

" a counfelior, but withal bearing
** a hand over him as a forward
'* young man. Notwithftanding,
'* in fhort time he fa-uu this'fun fo
'* rifen above his horizon, that Lcth

"he and all his Jiars w. re glad to

" fetch light from him. And in

" the end acknowledged, that he

" held up the honour of his cafual

" authority by him whilf he lived,

" and found reajon to w'rbcraw
" himfelffrom that burden after his

" death:" But left this { raile might

be fufpected as coming from a

relation, Sir Fulk fays further :

" In what extraordinary eftimation
'* his worth was, even amongft ene-

" mies, will appear by his death :

" when Mendoza, a fecretary cf
" many trcafons againji us, acknow-
" ledgedopenlv ,hat, bowfoever he

" was glad King Philip, his majler,

" had loft in a private gentleman a
** dangerous enemy to his jtate; yet

" he could not but lament tofee Chrif-
'* tendom deprived oj fo rare a light

,f in thefe cloudy times, and bewail
'* poor Widow England (fo he term-

" ed
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" ed her) that, having been many
" years in breeding one eminent Qi-
" rit, was in a moment bereaved of
*' him by the hands of a 'villain'

(or Jo-tv common jo'dier ; for that is

the meaning of the word liJJain in

this place.)

We may therefore conclude,

that, in the faculties of his mind,

Sir Philip Sidney rofe above the

highelt pitch or knighily accom-
plifhments, and was not only " un
** Chevalier fans peur et fans re-

• proche," but fit for the greateft

offices of ftate and government. It

feems indeed no lels difhoncurabie

to ihe memory of Q^een Eiizabeih,

that (he lhould have let fuch a Spi-

rit and iuch talents as his remain
fo long unemployed, thm that fhe

fhouiu have truited lb much of her

molt arduous bufincis to her un-

worthy favourite the earl of Lei-

cester. As for the Chevalier Bay-
ard* he does not appear to have

had any extraordinary parts, or to

have been ranked among ihefate/-

7>un ot the times in which he lived :

nor had he any iuperior degree of

knowledge, to diftinguifh him
much from the ignorant nobility

of his country : whereas Sir Philip

had acquired iuch a reputation for

fcience and tafte in the fine arts,

that (to ufe the word^ of trie above-

mentioned author) '* the univerfi-

*' ties abroad and at home account-
•* ed him a general Mascenas of
**. learning ; dedicated thjeir books
" to him, and communicated eve-
w ry invention or improvement of
M knowledge with him. There
•' was not a cunning painter, a
" fkilful engineer, an excellent
*' muftcian, or any other artificer

" of extraordinary fame, that made
*' not himfelf known to this fa-

ff mous fpirit, and found him his

" true friend without hire, and
M the common rendezvous of worth
** in his time." Since I wrote

this, the public has been enter-

tained with the life of a very extra-

ordinary man, the Lord Herbert

of Cherbury, written by himfelf,

from which he appears to have

been as ftrongly poiTeficd with the

high fpirit of chivalry as Sir Philip

Sidney, and was alio a man of

parts and learning. But he feems

to have had weaknefles and defects

in his character arifing chiefly

from vanity, which are not' to be

found in Sidney, none of whofe

adions were improper, and much
lefs were they ridiculous. Yet it

mud be owned, if thefe gentlemen

are compared as writer* , that Lord
Herbert's Hiftory of King Henry
the Eighth is fupcrior upon the

whole to any work of Sir Philip

Sidney.

The following curious particulars

of feme remote nations and tribes

of Tartars, who are but little

kmnvm, and even their names ftJ-

dom heard of in Europe, are ex-

trailed from the travels of John
Bell of Antermony ; and we dzult

not will be pleafeng to many of
our readers.

Of the Kalmucks.

TH E author being at Ca?an,

fays, after dinner a party of

us crofled the river to vifit a great

horfe-market, held by the Kal-

muck Tartars ; we faw about five

or fix hundred of thefe people, af-

fembled in a field, with a number

of horfes all running loofe, except

thofe on which the Tartars were.

C 4 mounted*
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mounted. The buyers came from

different parts of Ruliia. The Tar-

tars had their tei t pitched alo:.g

the river fide. The e .ents are i t

a conical figure; there are feveral

long poles eiected inclining to

one another, which are fixed at

the tcp into lormthing like a

hoop, thnt forms the circumfer-

ence of an aperture tor letting out

the imoak or admitting the light ;

acrois the poles are laid lbme linall

rods, from four to fix feet long,

and fattened to them with thongs :

this frame is covered with pieces

of felt, made of coatfe wool and

hair. Thefe tents afford better

fhelter than any other kind, and

are fg c ntrived as to be fet up,

taken down, folded and packed up

with great eafe -and quckn^fs, and

fo light ihat a camel may carry

five or fix ot them. Where the chan

or any perlon of character rt fides,

they ate placed in ftrait 'lines.

Thefe Tartars are ftrong made,

Jlout men, their faces broad, mies

fiauilh, and eyes i'mall and black,

but very quick. Their drefs is

very fimple, confining of a loofe

coat of fhtep- fkiiis, tied with a

girdle, a fmall round C2p, turned

up with fur, having a tafiel of red

filk at the top, leather or linen

drawers, and boots: their heads are

all fhaved, except a lock behind,

which is plaiied and hangs down
their backs.

They are armed with bows and

arrows, a fabre and lance, which

they manage with great dexterity

acqiu red by conltant pra&jpe from

their infancy. 1 hey are me:, of

Couiage ard reiolu'ion ; but much
afrai of cannon, which puts iher

horfes in diiorue.. As they are

almort a. ways in horle-batk, they

are excellent riuers.

The drefs of the women differs lit-

tle from that of the men, only their

gowns are fomewj at longei than

the coats of the men, a liule or-

namented, ard bordered v\uh party-

coloured cloth; ticy wear ear-

rings, and their hair a/1 plaited

in locks. The Letter fort drefs

in filks in lummer. It muft be

obferved for the honour of their

women, that they aie veiy ho<.eil

and fincere, and few of them
lewd ; adultery is a crime fcarce

e\er heara of. The Tartars make
very good and faithful fervants ;

and the more mildly they are ufed

the better they perform their duty ;

for their wandering unconfined

manner of lite naturally infpires

them with fentiments of liberty,

and averiion and hatred to tyranny

arid oppreflion.

.All their wealth is their flocks ;

like thofe who lived in the early

ages ot the world, they have ca-

mels, horles, cows, and fheep. The
are of a good fize for the

faddle, and very hardy ; as they

run wild till they are iometimes

fix ve.irs old, they are generally

rong ; 'hey are told at this

fair at five to fifteen cr fixteen

crowns, and the tfrong well-fhaped

natural pacers much higher. They
have a few camels, but many dro-

medaries, who have two protube-

rances on their backs. Their cows

are of a middle fize. The fhtep

large, having broad tails ike thofe

in Turkey ; the wool is cowrie, but

the mutton very fine.

In the preceding century a

Kalmuck prince, named 1 orgott-

Chnrluke, came from Alack ulla,

(which fignifies the fpctted moun-
tains) a country fituated between

Siberia on the north, and India on

the fouth, to the borders of Ruff;a

;

and
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and brought along with him about

fifty thousand families, or tents, as

they fometimes reckon. In his

march wellward to the Volga, he

defeated Eyball-utzick, a Tartar

prince, who lived in tents beyond

tne river Embo. Advancing ior-

ward he met three other Tartar

chiefs, named Kitta-haptzay, iViale-

bafh, and E zan, whom he alfo de-

feated. And at iafl lettied to the

ea.t ot the Volga, aoder tne protec-

tion of the Raiiians. Choriake had

fix fons ; Dang.zii q the oluefl: luc-

ceeded him in the government, or

cbanlhip.

The prefent chan, n, med Ai-

juka, is the fourth from Chorluke,

and is much cfteemed in the ealt

for his ftgicitv and juttice. I am
in.ormed, that the reaion why
Chorluke leic his own country,

was a diipute about the fucceffion

to the chanlhip. He, being en-

gaged on the weakelt iidt, and

having unfuccefsfully tried his for-

tune in the field, at lail took the

refolution of abandoning his own
country altogether. Thefe people

are generally called the black Kal-

mucks, though they are not black,

but only iV. arthy.

1 hey have no money, except

what they get f.om the Ruffians,

and their other neighbours, in ex-

change for cattle : with this they

buy meal fometimes, but moltly

cloth, filk-itufFs, and other apparel

for their women. They have no

mechanics, < xcept thofe who make
arms They avoid all labour as

the great; it flavery ; h"ir onlv

employment is tending their

flocks, managing hories, and hunt-
ing. If ihey are ang y with a

perion, they wifh he may live in

j&ne place, and work like a Ruf-

fian. Their language contains

none of thofe horrid oaths com-
mon enough in tongues ot more
enlightened nations. They believe

virtue leads to happinel's and vice

to milery ; for, when defired to dj
what they think wrong, they reply,

in a proverb, ' Ti.ough a knife
' be lharp, it cannot lu: its own
* handle.'

On long marches all their pro-

vifions confifl cf cheefe, or rather

dried curd, made up into lit le b.-ils.

which they drink when pourded

a a mixt with water. If this kind

o. f od /ails, they have always

m v ipare borfes, which they kill

T ey brril or roalt the

flefh before the fire, on pieces of

broken arrows, and never eat it

raw, as is commonly believed, un-

lets compelled by ncceffi.y. i iiey

have indeed large thick pieces of
hor.t. flefli, fmoaked or dried in

the iun, which they ert; but this

cannot properly be called raw. I

have tailed iome of it, and thought

it not amils.

As to their religion, I can fay

little ; they are downright Hea-
thens, and have many lamas or

priefts, who can read and write,

and are diftinguifhed by their yel-

low habits. Their high prjeft it

called Delay Lama, and lives far

to the eallward.

Of the Tzerimijh and Tzocwajb.

There are two pretty nume-
rous tr bes, called the Tzeri-
mifh and Tzoowalh : they fpealc

a language quite different from
the Mahometan Tartars in thefe

ho ufe a corrupted dia-

lect ol the Arabic. The Ma-
hometans likewife have feme

learn-
1 '
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learning ; but the Tzerimifh and
1'zoowalli have none. They have

a tradition among them, that in

former times they had a book of

religion ; but, as no body could

read it, a cow came and fwallowed

ir. They pay great veneration to

a bull. From whence they came
is unknown j but, from their com-
plexion, it is probable they a:e

from Afia. They live by agri-

culture, and feem to be an incffcii-

five kind of people. Their huntf-

men offer in facrifice to fome de-

ity the firfl creature they catch.

Hence fome curious men have

imagined thefe people part of the

ten tribes of the Jews, expelled by

Shalmanezer. 1 advance this only

as a conjecture, which every rea-

der may follow, or not, as he

pleafcs.

By accident I met with an En-
glifhman at this place. He was

by trade a carpenter, and had been

in the Ruilian fervice ; but, being

fufpefted of deferring, he was con-

demned to banifhment, to this

country, for a certain time ; and,

notwithstanding that was elapfed,

the poor man, deprived or all

means of afferting his liberty, re-

mained ftill in the fame fituaticn.

He bought a Tzerimiih wife, from

her father, for fix rubles, about

thirty fhillings fterling. He
brought her to vifit me. She was

a woman of a chearful and open

countenance, and drefled in the

manner of her country : of which,

for its Angularity, I fhall give a

fhort defcription.

Her hair was plaited round her

head, in many locks, but that on

the back part longer than the reft,

at the end of which was tied a taf-

felcf red filk, and in the middle a

fmall round brafs bell ; about her

head was a fillet fet with fmal!

fhells, inftead of jewels, and hung
all round with filver pence ; above
this was a piece of linen fo artfully

plaited, and done up, that it look-

ed like a grenadier's cap; at the

top was a filk taflel, with another

brafs bell, which jingled as fhe,

turned her head. The reft of her

drefs was clean, though homely,
and the whole feemed becoming
enough.

Of the Tartars about rfftrathan.

The Mahometan Tartars here
live without the town, and have
the fame privileges as in other

places. I met feveral of their wo-
men in the ftreet with rings in

their noies, which were ot different

value according to the rank of the

perfon who wore them ; feme of

gold, and others fet with precious

ftones. On enquiring the reafon

of fuel) a lingular ornament, 1 was
told, that it was the ccnlequence

of a religious dedication of thefe

perfons to the fei vice of God : it

is made by the parents, even while

the mother is pregnant ; in token

whereof, as ibon as the child is

born, they put a ring in the right

noftril, which continues there till

death. I have leen fome with two
fuch rings.

One day, as I was walking
through the ftreets of Aftrachan,

I obferved a very lingular appear-

ance ; it was a pretty Tartar lady

mounted aflride upon an ox; fhe

had a ring in her nofe, and a ftring

drawn through the nofe of the ox,

which ferved inflead of a bridle

;

fhe was drefled better than com-
mon, and attended by a footman ;

the Angularity of the equipage,

but particularly her extraordi-

nary
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r.ary beauty, drew my attention.

The Mahometan mu't not be con-

founded with the Kalmuck Tar-

tars ; the firil are a well looking

civilized people in comparifon of

the other.

Before I leave Aftrachan it may
be proper to reiiiiy a rniftaken

opinion, which 1 have o;> ( erved

frequently to occur in grave Ger
man author?, who, in treating of

the remarkable things of this

country, relate that there grows in

this defart, or iteep, adjoining to

Aftrachan, in fome plenty, a cer-

tain fhrub or plant, called in the

Ruffian language Tartarlkey ba-

rafhka, i. e. Tartarian lamb, with

the fkins of which the caps of the

Armenians Perfians, Tartars, &c.

are faced ; they a>fo write, that

this Tartarfitey barafhka partakes

of animal as well as vegetative life

;

that it eats up and devours all the

grafs and weeds within its reach.

Though it may be thought, that

an opinion fo very abiuid couid

find no credit with people of the

meaneft fhare of unuerftanding, yet

I have converfed with fome who
have feemed much inclined to be-

lieve it : fo very prevalent is the

prodigious and aofurd with fome
part of mankind.

In fearch of this wonderful plant

I walked many a mile, accompa-
nied by Tartars who inhabit thefe

deferts ; but all I could find out

were fome dry bufhes, fcarered

here and there, which grow on a

fingle (talk, with a bufhy top, of a

brownifh col ur; the ftatk is about
eighteen inches high ; the top con-
futing of (harp prickly leaves: it

is true that no grafs or weeds grow
within the circle of its fhade, a

property natural to many othar

plants here, and elfewhere. After

further enquiry of the more fenfi-

ble and experienced among the

Tartar , I 'end ihey laughed at

it as a ridiculous fabie.

At Aftiacban thev have great
quantities of Lmib flcin^, grey and
black ; fome waved, others curled,

all naturally, and very pretty, hav-
ing a fine glofs, particularly the

waved, which, at a fmall diilance,

appear like the richefl watered
tabby ; th. y are much efteemed,

and are much u'ed for the lining

of coats, and the turning up of caps

in Perfia, RufTia, and other paits.

The beft of thefe are broughc from
Bucharia, Chiva, and the coun-
tries adjacent, and are taken out

of the ewe's belly, after ihe hath

been killed, or the lamb is killed

immediately after it is lambed; for

fuch a fkin is equal in value 10 the

fheep.

The Kalmucks and other Tar-
tars, who inhabit the defert, in

the neighbourhood of Aftrachan;

have alfo lamb-fkins, which are

applied to the fame purpofes ; but

the wool of theie being rougher,

and more hairy, they are far in-

ferior to thofe of Bucharia, or

Chiva, both in glofs and beauty,

as alfo in the dreffing, consequent-

ly in value. I have known one
fingle lamb-fkin of Bucharia fold

for five or fix (hillings lterling,

when one of thefe would not yield

two fhillings.

Of the K'jfatjby-Orda, and Kara-
Kalfacks, or Black-Caps.

This place is fometimes alarm-

ed with incurfions of the Tartars,

call d KofTatfhy-Orda, and Kara-
Kalpacks ; but the Ruffians have

of
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that thefe rovers appear feldomer

than formerly. Boih thefe tribes

are Mahometans, live always in

tents, arid fpread themfelves, with

their flocks, in the great defert ;

both are very numerous, and own
fubjec"tion to different chiefs, whom
they call Batteer, which fig

a hero. Thefe are choien by
themfelves, and are the molt fa-

mous amon g them for their ah:

in military exploits. They are at

continual war with the Kalmucks
who inhabit along the Volga, and
with all their oiher neighbours.

They are i?o: able to !
! a.nd againlt

regular tn ops ; and, when attack-

ed by them, retire into- the wide

defert, with their families and cat-

tle ; whither none, but people ac-

cuilomed to their manner of life,

can follow them.

The country of the Kara-Kal-

packs, or Black Caps, fo called

from a kind of capa they com-
monly wear turned up with black

lamb-fkins, lies to the fouth-weft,

towards the Volga. '1 hat of Kof-

fatfhy Orda extends to the fouth-

eaft, as far as the river Irtilh.

i

Of the Tartars at and near '•foboljk':,

the capital of S.beria. Of the

Kontayjha, or prince of the Black

Kalmucks.

Under the hill in the fuburbs,

along the banks of the river, are

feveral large firms, called the

Tartar ilreets, occupied by the re-

mains of the ancient inhabitants

of thefe pares. Here, as at other

places, thefe people enjoy the free

exercife'of their region, and the

privilege of trade. They refera-

ble, in their perfons, religion, lan-

guage, and manners, the Tartars

GISTER, 1767.

of Cazan and Aftrachan. Their
hoofes are very cleanl). They are

very couruous to ftrangers, and
elle<:med honelt ; on which account

the) get grrnt credit in their com-
mercial affairs.

Before I leave this place, I ima-

gine it will not be improper '0 fib-

join a few more particulars relative

to the Kontayflia, prince of t..e

Kalmucks, whom I formerly men-
tioned. I am the more inclined

to do this, as I can entirely depend
on my intelligence ; having pro-

cured it from perlons who have
been in that country, and feen this

princ ; but particularly from an

ingenn js and penetrating gentle-

man, who fills a public office in

this place, and was employed in

feveral mefiages to him from the

late governor of Siberia.

The territories of this prince

are bounded by three of the rhoft

potent empires in the world ; on
the north by RuiTia, by China on

the eaft, and by the country of

the Great Mogul to the fouth.

From the two firft ne is feparated

by defert plains, and fro.n the

third by almoft impailabh moun-
tains. To the fouth-weft his fron-

tiers reach near to Bucharia. The
Kontayfha is a very powerful

prince, and able to bring into the

field, at a fhort warning, an hun-

dred thoufand horfem.en, who are

all of them able-bodied men, well

mounted, and armed with bows
and arrows, lances and fabres.

This is a greater number of horfe

than any prince that 1 know can

multer, except his Ruffian majeity,

and the emperor of China. 1 hefe

Tartars live in tents all the year,

removing from place to place, as

called by neceflity or inclination.

This is the molt ancient and plea-

fen<
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fant manner of life. It is enter-

taining to hear them commiferate

thof- v. ho are confined to one

place of abode, and obliged to

fupport themfeives by labour,

which they reckon the greateft

flavery !

The Kontayfha has always fome
thoufands of his i'ubje&s encamp-
ed near himfelf, who treat him
with great vtteration and reipeft.

And. in jufice to him, it muft be

coufefTed, that he is as attentive to

the intereits of his people, and as

afiiduous in the ad mi nut ration of

juluce in particular, as if they were

bis own children.

The Kalmucks are not fuch fa-

vage people as they are generally

repreiented ; for I am informed a

perfon may travel among them
with greater fafety, both to his

perlon and effeds, than in many
other countries.

The Kontayfha received the de-

puties from the governor of Sibe-

ria like ambafladors from foreign

princes, and treated them accord-

ingly. This (hews what high re-

ipedl thefe eallein princes enter-

tain for his Czarifh majefty, when
the governor of Siberia is regarded

^s a fovereign. The ceremony on
thefe occafions was as follows:

The deputy with his fervants

were admitted into the tent, where
the Kontayfha fat, with his queen
and feveral children about him.
He defired all of them to fit down
011 carpets or mat*; for the Kal-
mucks, like moft Afiatici, ufe no
chairs. They were entertained with
rea before dinner; and, after it, the

Kontayfha difmiffed the deputy in

a friendly manner, telling him, he
would fend for him next day to re-

ceive an anfwer to the governor's

letter, which he punctually per-

formed. This anfwer was exprefT-

ed in very plain and concife terms.

Tnefe Tartars in general write with
b.evity and perfpecuity. I have
feen feveral of their letters trans-

lated, which pleafed me extremely,
as they c;i". ned no tedious pre-
ambles, nor difgufting repetitions,

which fcrve only to perplex the
reader.

The emperor of China was fome-
time ago engaged in a war with the

Koniaylba, about fome frontier

towns, of which the latter took
pofTeinun, and maintained his

claim with a flrong army. The
emperor fent againft him an army
of three hundred thoufand men,
under the command of his four-
teenth Ton, who is reckoned the
bell general of all his children.

Notwithltanding their Superiority

in numbers, the Kontayfha defeat-

ed the Chinefe in feveral a&ions.
The emperor at lad thought it befl

to accommodate the difference, and
a peace was concluded to the fatis-

fadlion of both parties.

It muft be obferved, that the
Chinefe, being obliged to under-
take a long and difficult march,
through a ciefert and barren coun-
try, lying weftward of the long
wall ; being alfo incumbered with
artillery, and heavy carriages, con-
taining provifions for the whole
army during their march, had
their force gieatly diminilhed be-
fore they reached the enemy. The
Kontayfha, on the other hand,
having intelligence of the great

1 army coming againft him, waited
patiently on his own frontiers, till

the enemy was within a few days
march of his camp, when he fent

out detachments o[ light rorfe to
fet fire to the grafs, and lay wafte

the country. H2 alfo diftracled.

tl em,
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them, day and night, with, repeated

alarms, which, together with want

of pro\ ifions obliged them to re-

lire with ccnnderabie lois.

This method of carrying on

war, by waiting the country, is

very ancient among the Tartars,

and pradtifed by all of them from

the Danube eaftward. This cir-

cumltance renders them a drer.d'ul

enemy to regular troops, who mult

thereby be deprived of a!l iubfilt-

ence, while the Tartars, having

always many fpare horfes to kill

and eat, are at no lofs lor provi-

fions.

I have only to add, that the

Kontayfha mult be the fame prince

who, in our European maps, is

generally called the Great Cham
of Tartary. As no Europeans travel

through that country, thefe maps
mult be very erroneous. It is how-

ever to be expected, that the Ruf-

fians will, in time, make a more

compleat difcovery of the eaftern

parts of Afia.

We palled through many Tartar

villages, and at night lodged in

one of their little huts, and warm-
ed ourfelves at a good fire on the

hearth. Thtfe houfes confilt ge-

nerally of one or two rooms, ac-

cording to the ability of the land-

lord. Near to the hearth is fixed

an iron kettle To drefs' the victuals.

In one end of the apartment is

placed a bench, about eighteen

inches high, and fix feet broad,

covered with mftts, or fkins of wild

bealts, upon which all the family

fit by day, and fleep in the night.

The walls are built of wood and

mofs, confifting of large beams,

laid one above another, with a

layer of mofs between- every two

beams. All the roofs are raifed.

A fquare hole is cut out for a win-
dow, and, to fupply the want of
glafs, a piece of ice is formed to fit

the place exactly, which lets in a
gocd light. Two or three pieces

will lalt the whole winter. Thefe
Tartar', are very neat and cleanly,

both in their perfons and houfes.

They ufe no ltoves, as the Ruffians

do. Near the houfe there is com-
monly a (hade for the cattle.

Of the Barabintzy, or Tartars of
Baraba.

Here we laid in provifions

for our journey over the Bara-

ba ; which fignifies, in the Tar-
tar language, a marfhy plain.

Its inhabitants are a mixture of

different Tartar tjibes, called Ba-
rabintzy, from the name of the

country in which they live. They
are a poor miferable people, being

treated as fubjecls both by the

emperor and kontayfha ; and ob-

liged to pay a tribute, in furs

and fkins of wild bealts, to each.

They have no grain, nor cattle of

any kind, except a few rein-deer;

and fubfilt by hunting and fifhing.

What filh. they confume not in the

fummer are dried and fmoaked
for their winter provifions: They
are partly of the Mahometan and
partly of the Kalmuck religion ;

but this difference caufes no dif-

putes.

In the places through which we
palled, the ambafiador lent for all

the hunters and fportfmen, that he

might inquire what kinds of game
and wild bealts were in their

neighbourhood. Hunting is the

employment of molt of the young

fellows in this country ; and is

very profitable, as they fell the

furi
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furs to great advantage. We found

that this place produced great plen-

ty both of game and wild hearts,

but few fables. In the fpring, a

number of elks and itags come hi-

ther from the fouth, many of which

are killed by the inhabitants, both

on account of their flelh and their

hides. What of the flelh is not

confumed frefh they fait. The
hides are very large, and are drefTed

into excellent bufF. The huntf-

man, having found the track of a

ftag upon the fnow, purfues it up-

on his fnow-lhoes, with his bow
and arrows, and little dog, till the

animal is quite fatigued : for, the

fnow on the furface being melted

by the heat of the fun, and con-

gealed at night by the frofr, but

not ftrong enough to bear the

weight of fuch an animal, he finks

deep at every itep, and the fnarp

ice cuts hi:, ancles and lames him,

fo that he becomes an eaiy prey to

the hunter.

One of thefe hunters told me
the following ftory, which was
confirmed by feveral of his neigh-

bours. That, in the year 1713,
in the month of March, being out

a hunting, he difcovered the track

of a (lag, which he purfued. At
overtaking the animal, he was
iomewhat ftartled, on obferving it

had only one horn, rtuck in the

middle of its forehead. Being
nesr this village, he drove it home,
and (hewed it, to the great admi-
ration of the fpeclators. He after-

wards kiiled it, and eat the flefti

;

and fold the horn to a comb-
maker, in the town of Tara, for

ten alteens, about fifteen pence
fterling. I inquired carefully a-

bout the fhape and fize of this

unicorn, as I fhall call it, and was
told it exactly refembled a ftag.

The horn was of a brownifh co-

lour, about one archeen, or twenty-

eight inches long ; and twilled,

from the root, till within a finger's

length of the top, where it was
divided, like a fork, into two points

very fharp.

Baraba is really what its name
fignifies, an extenfive marfhy plain.

It is generally full of lakes and
marlhy grounds, overgrown with,

tall woods of afpin, alder, wil-

lows, and other aquatics ; par-

ticularly many large birch-trees,

having their bark as white and
fmooth as paper. The lakes a-

bound with various kinds of

fifties ; fuch as pikes, perches,

breams, eels, and, particularly,

a fi:h called karrafs, of an un-

common bignefs, and very fat.

Thefe the innabitams dry, in fum-

mer, for winter provifions ; which

are all the food to be found among
them. I have eat of it often,

and thought it not difagreeable.

In winter, they ufe melted fnow
for water. They are very hofpi-

table ; and defire nothing, in re-

turn of their civilities, but a little

tobacco to Inioke, and a dram of

brandy, of which they are very

fond. The drefs, both of men
and women, confiits of long coats

of fneep-fkins, which they get

from the Ruffians and Kalmucks,

in exchange for more valuable

furs. As they wear no other ap-

parel, not even fhirts, they are

natty. Their huts are moft

miierable habitations, and funk

about one half under ground. We
were glad, however, to find them
as a baiting place in fuch a cold

feaibn.

The Barabintzy, like moft of the

ancient 'natives of Siberia, have

many conjurers among them ;

whom
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whom they cr.ll fhamnns, and ring this fcene, which lafted aboit
fometimes priefts. Many of the a quarter of an h >ur, fhe kept the

female <ex all) ;«fTume this cha- fh:iytan, or image, clo.e by her-
racter. The ihamans are held in ielf, liuck up in a corner The
£re.it ell-em by the people; they charm bei-.g now tiuifhed, file

pretend to correfpondence with defired us to put our queltions.

the fhaytan, or devil ; by whom, Hc.r anhvcis were delivered very

they fay, they are informed of all artfully, and with as muihoblcu-
any
Our

palt and future events, ac

diilance of time or place,

smbaffador relolvtd to inquire

(tricily into the truth of many
ftrange ftories, generally, believed,

concerning the fhamans ; and fen't

for all of fame, in that way, in

the places through which we
pafled.

^Jn Baraba, we went to vifit a

famous woman of this charafter.

When we entered her houfe, fhe

continued huly about her domeltic

rity and ambiguity as they could

have been given by wy oracle.

She was a young woman, and very

handfome.

Of the Tonguy.

We continued our journey, for

feveral days, alon^ the Tongufta.
We found, now aid then, hide
villages, or fingle i.oules, on the

banks. One day we chanced to

meet a prodigicu- flock of hares,

affairs, without almoil taking any alt as white as the fnow on which
notice of her guefts. However, they w Iked. I {peak within com-
after fhe had fmoaked a pipe of to- pals when I fay there were above
bacco, and Jrunk a dram of bran- five or fix hundred of them. They
dy, fhe began to be more cheartul. were coming down the river, very

Our people afked her fome trifling deliberately, on a fmall path, of
quellions about their friends; but their own makin t , clofe to the

fhe pretended to be quite igno- beaten road. As foon as they faw
rant, till fhe got more tobacco, us, all o; them run into the woods,

and fome inconsiderable prefents ; without kerning m.ch tright-

when fhe began to collect her con- ened. I am inarmed rhat thefe

juring tools. Fi r II fhe brought hares travel to tne louth, in much
the fhaytan ; which is nothing but

a piece of wood, wherein is cot

fornething refenibling a human
head, auorned with many filk and
woollen rags, of various colours

;

then a fmall drum, about a foot

diameter, to which were fixed

many brafs and iron rings, and
hung round alfo with rag?. She
now began a difmal tune, keeping coniiderab*e

time with the drum, which fhe flefh.

beat with a ftick for that purpofe ;

feveral of her neighbors, whom
ihe had previoufly called tj her af-

ftftance, joined in the chorus. Du-

greater flocks than this, every

fpring, and reiurn in autumn,
when the rivers are frozen and the

fnow falls. In molt of the villages

we found plenty of this fort of vc-

nilo 1 ; the inhabitants, however,

value it but little ; for they catch

thefe hares more on account of

their fkins, or which they make
profits, than their

The Tongufy, fo called from
the name of the river, who live

along its batiks, are the pofterity

of the ancient inhabitants of Si-

beria,
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bena, and differ in language, man-
ners, and drefs, and even in their

perfons and ftature, from all the

other tribes of thefe people I have

had occafion to fee. They have

no houies, where they remain for

any time, but range through the

woods, and along rivers, at plea-

fure ; and, wherever they come,

they ereft a few ipars, inclining to

one ar.o:her at the top; thefe they

cover with pieces of birchen bark,

fewed together, leaving a hole ac

the top to let out the fmoke. The
fire is placed in the middle. They
are very civil and tradable, and
like to fmoke tobacco, and drink

brandy. About their huts they

have generally a good flock cf

rain-deer, in which all their v.

confifts.

The men ar« tall and able-

bodied, brave, and very honeit.

The women are of a middle iize,

and virtuous. I have feen many
of the men with oval figures, like

wreaths,' on their foreheads and
chins ; and fometimes a figure, re-

fembling the branch of a tree,

reaching from the corner of the

eye to the mouth. Thefe are made,
in their infancy, by pricking the

parts witn a needle, and rubbing

them with charcoal, the marks
of remain as long as

perion lives. Their complexion

is fwarthy. Their faces are not

fo flat as thofe of the Kalmucks, but

their countenances more open.

They a re altogether unacquainted

with any kind of literature, and
worfhip the fun and moon. They
have many fhamans among the.n,

who differ little from thofe I

formerly defcribed. I was told of

others, whofe abilities in fortune-

telling far exceeded thefe of the

fhamans at this place, but they

Vol. X.

lived far northward. They can-

not bear to fleep in a warm room,
but retire to thtif* huts, and lie

about the fire en iking of wild

bealts. It is furprifir.g how thefe

enraturf s can fufFer the very pierc-

ing cold in thefe parts.

The women are drefied in a fur-

gown, reaching below the knee,
and tied about the waifl with a

girdle. This girdle is ^'ouut three

inches broad, made of deer's fkin,

having the hair tuiioufly ftitched

down and ornamented ; to which

is fattened, at each fide, an iron

ring, that ferves to carry a tobacco-

pipe, and other trinkets of fmall

value. Their gowrs nre alio ft

ed down the breaft, and about the

neck. Their long black hair is

plaited, and tied about their heads,

above which they wear a fmall fur-

cap, which is becoming enough.

Seme of them have fmall ear- rings.

Their feet are drefied in bufk

made of deer-fkins, which reach to

the knee, and are tied about

the ancles with a theng of lea-

ther.

The drefs of the men is very

fimple, and fit for action, it con-

of a fhort jacket, with nar-

row fleeves, made of deer's fkin,

having the fur outward; troufers

and hofe of the fame kind cf fkin,

both of one piece, and tight to

the limbs. They have beiides a

piece of far, that covers the breafl

and flomach, which is hur.a r.bcut

the neck with a theng cf leather.

This, for the molt part, is neatly

ftitched and ornamented by their

wives. Round their beads they

have a ruff, made of the tails of

fquirrels, to preferve the tips of

the ears from the cold. There is,

nothing on the crown, but the

hair fmooihed, which hangs in a

P long
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long plaited lock behind their

backs.

Their arms are a bow and feve-

ral forts of arrows, according to

the different kinds of game they

intend to hunt. The arrows arc

carried in a quiver, on their

backs, and the bow always in

their left hand. Befides thefe,

they have a fhort lance, and a little

hatchet. Thus accoutred, they

are not afraid to attack the fiercelt

creature in the woods, even the

of a family is feized with it, th«

reft immediately make the patient

a little hut, and fet by him fome

water and victuals ; then, packing

up every thing, they march off to

the windward, each carrying an

earthen pot, with burning coals in

it, and making a dreadful lamenta-

tion as they go along. They never

revifit the fick, till they think the

danger paft. If the perfon dies,

they place him on a branch of

a tree, to which he is tied with

ftrongeft bear ; for they are ftout ftrong wythes, to prevent his fall

men, and dexterous archers. In ing

winter, which is the feafon for

hunting wild beafts, they travel

on what are called fnow (hoes,

without which it would be im-

poflible to make their way through

the deep fnow. Thefe are made
of a very thin piece of light wood,

about five feet long, and five or

fix inches broad, inclining to a

point before, and fquare behind.

In the middle is fixed a thong,

through which the feet are put.

When they go a hunting into

the woods, they carry with them

no proviiions ; but depend entirely

on what they are to catch. They
eat every animal that comes in

their way, even a bear, fox, or

wolf. The fquirrels are reckoned

delicate -food ; but the ermins

have fuch a ftrong rank tafte and

fmell, that nothing but ftarving

can oblige them to eat their flefh.

When a Tonaufe kills an elk or

On thefe fhoes a perfon may walk deer, he never moves from the

fafely over the deepeft fnow ; for place, till he has eat it up, unlefs

a man's weight will not fink them he happens to be near his family ;

above an inch ; thefe however can in which cafe, he carries part of it

only be ufed on plains. They home. He is never at a lofs for

have a different kind for afcending fire, having always a tinder-box

hills, with the fkins of feals glued about him; if this fhould happen

to the boards, having the hair in- to be wanting, he kindles 'a fire by

clined backwards, which prevents rubbing two pieces of wood againft

the Hiding of the fhoes ; fo that each other. They eat nothing raw,

they can afcend a hill very eafily ; but in great extremity.

The fables are not caught in the

fame manner as other animals.

The fur is fo tender, that the leaft

mark of an arrow, or ruffling of

the hair, fpcils the fale of the fkin.

In hunting them they only ufe a

little dog, and a net. When a

hunter finds the track of a fable

upon the fnow, he follows it, per-

flidtand, to defcending, they

downwards at a great rate.

The nation of the Tongufy was
rery numerous ; but h, of late,

much diminifhed by the fmall-

pox. It is remarkable, that they

knew nothing of this difteroper,

till the RuUians arrived among
them. They are fo much afraid

•f this difeafe, that, if any one haps, for two or three days, till

the
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the poor animal, quite tired, takes

refuge in fome tall tree ; for it

can climb like a cat ; the hunter

then fp cads his net around the

tree, and makes a fire; the fable,

move from place to place, as the

convenience of grazing requires.

Their language has- a great affinity

to that of the Kalmucks ; and they

have priefte among them who can
unable to endure the fmoke, im- read and write that language. As
mediately defcends, and is caught to their drefs, and manner of life,

in the net. I have been told, by I could obferve little difference be-
fome of thefe hunters, that, when tween them and the Kalmucks on
hard pinched with hunger, on fuch the Volga ; and therefore conclude
long chaces, they take two thin they have both defcended from the

boards, one of which they apply fame original. Their faces, how-
to the pit of the ftomach, and the ever, are not quite lo flat as thofe

other to the back oppofite to it

;

of the Kalmucks ; their nofes be-

the extremities of thefe boards are ing fomewhat higher, and their

tied with cords, which are drawn countenances more open,

tighter by degrees, and prevent The Buraty are flout aclive men,
their feeling the cravings of hua- but hate all kind of labour. For,
ger. though they have the example of

Although I have obferved, that the Ruffians ploughing and fowing
the Tongufy, in general, worfhip their ground, and living plentifully

the fun and moon, there are many on the produce of this rich and fer-

exceptions to this obfervation. I tile foil, they chufe ftill to live in

have found intelligent people a- their tents, and tend their flocks,

mong them, who believed there on which their fubfiflxnee entirely

was a being fuperior to both fun depends.

and moon ; and who created them
and all the world.

I fhall only remark farther, that

from all the accounts I have heard

and read of the natives of Cana-
da, there is no nation in the world,

The chief exercife of the mem
is hunting and riding. They have
a good breed of faddle-horfes

;

and their horned cattle are very
large. Their fheep have bread
tails, and their mutton is excellent.

which they fomuch refemble as the They have alfo great abundance of
Tonguflans. The diitance be- goats. For all thefe animals they
tweea them is not fo great as is make no provifion of fodder; bur.

commonly imagined. leave them to feed in the open I

When the fnow falls to a great

Of the Buraty. depth, which feldom happens in

thefe parts, they drive them fouth-

Here we found another tribe of ward to rifing grounds, where
the natives of Siberia, who differ, little fnow lies,

in fome particulars, from all thofe Their arms are bows and arrows,
I have formerly defcribed. They laaces andfabres; all of which are
are called by the Ruffians Bratfky, ufed on horfe-back ; for, like the
but by themfelves Buraty. They Kalmucks, they have no infantry.
live in tents all the year; and, They are dexterous archers, and
having large flocks of fheep, and fkilful horfemen.
many cows and horfes, they re- Thefe people were formerly fub-

D z ied
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jecl to a prince of the Mongalls

;

the Kalmucks, which is down-

but now live very quietly under right paganifm of the grofltft. kind,

the Ruffian government. They They talk indeed of an almighty

are at prefent a very numerous and good being, who created all

people, reaching towards the eall things, whom they call Burchun ;

and fouth of the Baykall lake ;

and are generally reckoned very

honeft and fincere.

As to their drefs, the men wear

a coat, or rather gown, of fheep-

but feem bewildered, in obfeure

and fabulous notions, concerning

his nature and government. They
have two high prielts, to whom
they pay great refpeel ; one it

flcins, girt about the middle, in all called Delay-Lama, the other Ku-

Jeafons ; a fmall round cap, faced tuchtu. Of thefe priefls I fliall

with fur, having a taffel of red have an opportunity to give fome

filk at the top ; which, together account afterwards,

with a pair of drawers and boots, In pafling the tents of the Un-

makes up the whole of their appa- raty, 1 often obferved a long pole ;

jrel. The women'sdrefs is nearly the. whereon was hung, by the horns,

fame ; only their gowns are plaited the head and fkin of a fheep. On
about the waift, and hang down enquiring the reafon of this ap-

like a petticoat. The married wo-

men have their hair hanging in two

locks, one on each fide of the head,

drawn through two iron rings to

prevent its floating on the bread,

and looking very like a tye-wig.

Round their forehead they wear a

hoop of polifhed iron, made fart

behind ; and on their head a fmall

round cap, faced with fur, and

embroidered, in their fafhion, to

diftinguifh it from thofe of the

pearance, I was told that the ani-

mal, whofe head and Ikin thefe

were, had been flain, and offer-

ed in facrifice, to the God who
protected their flocks and herds. I

could obferve no images among
them, except fome relics given

them by their priefts, which they

had from the Delay-Lama; thefe

are commonly hung up in a corner

of their tents, and fometimes a-

bout their necks, by way of an

men. The maids are drefled in amulet, to preferve them from mis-

the fame manner; only their hair fortunes.

is all plaited, hanging in feparate

locks round their head, and is as

black as a raven ; fome of them

have good complexions. Both the

men and women are courteous in

their behaviour. I fhould like thera

much better if they were a little brought from a great diflance. As

more cleanly. Both their perfons thefe fhamans make i great noife

and tents are extremely naity, from in this part of the world, and are

their ufing only fkins to preferve believed, by the ignorant vulgar,

Of a Buratjky Shaman, or Conjurar.

We were entertained with a fa-

mous Buratfky fhaman, who was
alio a lama, or prieft, and wa»

them from the cold ; on thefe

they fit, or lie, round a little fire,

jn their tents.

The religion of the Buraty

ftems to be the fame with that of fition.

to be infpired. I fnall give fome
account of the behaviour of this

one, in particular, by which it will

appear that the whole is an impo-

m
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He was introduced to the am-

bafTador by the commandant, ac-

companied by feveral chiefs of his

own tribe, who treat him with

great relpect. He was a man of

about thirty years of age, of a

grave afpect and deportment. At
his introduction he had a cup of

brandy prefented to him, which he

drank, buc refused any more.

After fome converfation, he was

defired to exhibit fome fpecimen

of his art ; but he replied, he

could do nothing in a Ruffian

houfe ; becaufe there were fome
images of faints, which prevented

his fuccefs. The performance was

therefore adjourned to a Buratfky

tent in the fuburbs. Accordingly,

in the evening, we went to the

place appointed, where we found

the fhaman, with feveral of his

companion:, round a little fire,

fmoking tobacco ; but no women
among them. We placed ourfelves

on one fide of the tent, leaving

the other for him and his coun-

trymen. After fitting about half

an hour, the fhaman placed him-
felf crofs-legged upon the floor,

clofe by a few burning coals upon
the hearth, with his face towards

his companions ; then he took two
lticks, about four feet long each,

one in each hand, and began to

fing a difmal tune, beating time
wich the flicks; all his followers

joined in the chorus. During this

part of the performance, he turned
and diftorted his body into many
different poflures, till, at lad, he
wrought himfelf up to fuch a de-

gree cf fury that he foamed at the

month, and his eyes looked red
and flaring. He now ftarted up
on his legs, and fell a dancing,
like one diftrafted, till he trode

out the fire with his bare feet.

Thefe unnatural motions were, by
the vulgar, attributed to the ope-

rations of a divinity ; and, in truth,

one wruld alnr.olt have imagined
him pofTeffed by fome demon. Af-
ter being quite fpep.t with dancing,
he retired to the door of the tent,

and gave three dreadful fhrieks, by
which, his companions faid, he
called the demon to direct him in

anfwering fuch queitions as fhould

be propofed. He then returned,

and fat down in great compofure,
telling he was ready to refolve any
quellion that might be afked. Se-

veral of our people put queftions

in abundance ; all which he an-

fwered rea'dily, but in fuch ambi-
guous terms that nothing could be
made of them. He now performed
feveral legerdemain tricks ; fuch

as flabbing himfelf with a knife,

and bringing it up at his mouth,
running himfelf through with a

fword, and many others too trifling

to mention, in fhort, nothing is

more evident than that thefe fha-

mans are a parcel of jugglers, who
impofe on the ignorant and credu-

lous vulgar.

Of a Buratfy Tea drinking.

Our horfes having fwam the

river, we went into one of the

Buratfky tents, till they were dri-

ed. The hofpitable landlady im-

mediately fet her kettle on the

fire, to make us fome tea ; the

extraordinary cookery of which I

cannot omit describing. After

placing a large iron kettle over the

fire, flie took care to wipe it very

clean with a horfe's tail, that' hung

in a corner of the tent for that

purpofe ; then the water was put

D 3
into
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into it, raid, foon after, fame coarfe

1 tea, which is got from

China, and a little fait. When
near boiling, fhe took a large

brafs ladle and tolled the tea, till

the liquor turned very brown. It

was now taken off the fire, and
after fubfiding a little, was poured

dear into another vefiel. The
kettle being wiped clean with the

horfe's tail, as before, was again

fet upon the fire. The mhtrcls

now prepared a palle, of meal

and frefh butter, that hung in a

fkin near the horfe's tail, which

was put into the tea-kettle and

fried. Upon this palte the tea

was again poured ; to which was

added fome good thick cream,

taken out of a clean fheep's {kin,

which hung upon a peg among the

other things. The ladle was again

employed, for the fpace of fix

minutes, when the tea, being re-

moved from the fire, was allowed

to Hand a while in order to cool.

The landlady now took fome

wooden cups, which held about

half a pint each, and ferved her

tea to all the company. The prin-

cipal advantage of this tea is, that

it both fatibfies hunger and quenches

thirft. I thought it not difa-

greeable ; but fhould have liked

it much better had it been prepared

in a manner a little more cleanly.

Our bountiful hoftefs, however,

gave us a hearty welcome ; and,

as thefe people know not the ufe

of money, there was nothing to

pay for our entertainment. We
only made her a prefent of a little

tobacco to fmoke, of which thefe

people are very fond. I have
given this receipt with a view that

fome European ladies may improve

upon ic.

Of the Mungull Tartars.

The Mongalls are a numerous
people, and occupy a large extent

of country, from this place to the

Kallgan, which fignifies the ever-

lading Wall, or the great wall of
China. From this wall they

lbetch themfelves northward as

far as the river Amoor; and from
the Amoor, weflward, to the Bay-
kail fea ; where they border with

the territories of the Kontaylha,

or prince of the black Kalmucks.
On the fouth, they are bounded
by a nation called Tonguts, among
whom the Delay Lama has his re-

sidence. One may eafily imagine,

from the vail track of land which
the Mongalls occupy, that they

muft be very numerous ; especially

when it is confidered, that they

live in a healthy climate, and have
been engaged in no wars, fince

they were conquered, 'partly by the

Ruffians on the weft, and partly

by the Chinefe on the eaft ; to

whom all thefe people ^re now
tributaries. In former times the

Mongalls were troublefome neigh-

bours to the Chinefe, againft

whofe incurfions the great wall was
built.

Kamhi, the prefent emperor of

China, was the firft who fubdued

thefe hardy Tartars ; which he

effected more by kind ufage and
humanity than by his fword ; for

thefe people are great lovers of

liberty. The fame gentle treat-

ment hath been obferved by the

Ruffians, towards thofe of them
who are their fubjecls. And they

themfelves coniefs, that, under

the proteclion of thefe two mighty
emperors, they enjoy more li-

berty; and live at more eafe, than

they
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they formerly did under their own
princes.

The prefent prince of Monga-
lia is called Tufh-du-Chan, and

refides about fix days journey, to

the fouth-eaft, I'rcin Selinginfky.

The place is called Urga, and is

near to where the Kutuchtu, or

high priefl, inhabits. When the

Mongalls fubmitted themfelves to

the emperor of China, it was a-

greed, that the Tufh-du-Chan
mould ftill maintain the name and

authority of a prince over his peo-

ple ; but undertake no war, nor

expedition, without confent of the

emperor ; which has flri&ly been
obferveu ever fince.

It is remarkable, that, in all the

vafl dominions of Mongalia, there

is net fo much as a fingle houfe to

be feen. All the people, even the

prince and high priefl, live con-

itantly in tents ; and remove, with

their cattle, from place to place, as

conveniency requires.

Thefe people do not trouble

themfelves wiih ploughing, or dig-

ging the ground in any fafhion ;

but are content with the produce

of their flocks. Satisfied with ne-

ceffaries, without aiming at fuper-

fluities, they purfue the mod an-

cient and Ample manner of life ;

which, I muft confefs, I think very

pleafant in fuch a mild and dry

climate.

From the river Volga, to the

wall of China, there are three

great Tartar princes ; the Ayuka-
Chan, the Kontayfha, and the

Tufh-du-Chan. Thefe three migh-
ty nations have almofl the fame
features, religion, and language ;

and live in the fame manner. It

will eafily be perceived, by cafting

an eye on the map, what an extent

of territory thefe princes pofTefs,

whofe fubjecls go by the general

name of Kalmuck 1
'. Few languages

can carry a traveller over a greater

extent of country than that of the

Kalmucks. With the Arabic, in-

deed, a perfon may travel through
many places of the eali, from £-
gypt to the court of the Great
Mogul; but, with the lllyric, he
can travel much further than with
either of the former; viz. from the

gulf of Venice to the outmoft boun-
daries of Kamtzatfky ; for the Ruf-
fian is a dialect of the lllyric.

The greatefl part of Mongalia
is one continued waile ; except the

places along the Amoor, and to-

wards the Ruffian borders on the

well. The foil alfo, to the fouth,

from Selinginfky, is exceedingly

fine ; and capable, by proper cul-

ture, of producing grain of feveral

forts.

Of the Kutuchtu High Priefl, or

Lama, ofthe Mongcdl Tartars.

The fame officer, who carried

the ambaflador's letter to the prince

of Mongalia at Urga, was ordered

to prefent his compliments to the

Kutuchtu, or high priefl, who is a

near relation of the prince. He
received the officer in a very friend-

ly manner, defired him to fit dewn
in his prefence; an honour granted

to very few, except ambafladors,

and pilgrims from remote coun-

tries ; and, at his departure, gave

him a prefent of fome inconfidera-

ble things ; particularly, a few

pieces of Chinele filks.

I cannot leave this venerable

perfonage, without taking fome

notice of him. I fhall therefore

relate a few things concerning

him, among thoufands more ridi-

D 4 culous,
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culous, which the people in this

country tell and belies e.

This extraordinary man affumes

to himfelf the character of omni-

fcience, which is the interpretation

of the word Kutuchtu ; and the

people are taught to believe that

he really knows all things, part,

prefent, and future. As his intel-

ligence, by means of his lamas, is

extenfive, he is eafily able to

impofe on the vulgar in this parti-

cular. They alio believe that he

is immortal ; not that his body

lives always ; but that his foul>

upon the decay of an old one. im-

mediately tranfmigrates into fome

young human body; uhich, by

certain marks, the lamas difcovcr

to be animated by the foul of the

Kutuchtu, and he is accordingly

treated as high pried.

When the fpirit of the Kutucluu

has taken poffeflion of a new body,

that is, in plain Englifh, when he

is dead, the lamas are immediately

employed to difcover in what part

of the world this wonderful perfon

is regenerated, or born again, as

they exprefs it. They need, how-

ever, go to no great diftance to find

him ; for the affair being prcvicuf-

, ly concerted among the chief la-

mas, they foon determine the

choice of afucceflbrj who general-

ly happens to be a young boy,

that has been well inftructed how

to behave on that cccafion: When
a fucceffor is pretended to be found,

a company of lamas are fent to ex-

amine the matter, who carry along

with them many toys, fuch as fmall

filver bells, and things of that na-

ture, which belonged to the former

Kutuchtu, intermixed with others

that did not. All thefe are laid

before the child, who picks out

fuch things as belonged to his pre-

deceffor, and difcovers the grcateft

fondnefs for them ; but rejects,

with difguft, whatever is not ge-

nuine. Befidcs this trial, fome

quellions are put to him, relative

to wars, or remarkable events, in

his former ftate ; all which are an-

fwered to the fatisfaction of the

conclave. Whereupon he is una-

nimoufly declared to be the felf-

fame Kutuchtu, is conducted with

great pomp and ceremony to Urga,

and lodged in the tent of the high

prieft.

Till the new Kutuchtu arrives

at a certain age, he is entirely un-

der the government of the lamas ;

and few are permitted to fee h:m,

except at a great diliance, and even

then it is not eafv to get ncccis to

him. It may feem furprifmg, that,

in fo numerous an affenibly of la-

mas, no intrigues fhould be carried

on, nor difputes arife, among the

electors. All is conducted without

noile or contention. It is however

imagined, that the authority of the

prince greatly contributes to their

unanimity.

The Mongalls relate, that their

Kutuchtu has now lived fourteen

generations, and renews his age e-

very moon ; for, at the new moon,

he appears like a youth ; when fhe

is full, like a full-grown man ; but,

when near the change, he is an old

man with g-ey hairs.

What they call the Urga is the

court, or the place where the prince

and high prieft refide ; who are al-

ways encamped at no great diliance

from one another. They have fe-

veral thoufand tents about them,

which are removed from time to

time. The Urga is much fre-

quented by merchants from China,

and Ruffia, and other places ; where

all trade is carried on by barter,

with*
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without money of any kind. The
Chinefe bring hither ingots of

gold, damafk, and other filk and

cotton fluffs, tea, and fome porce-

lain ; which arc generally of an

inferior quality, and proper for

fuch a market. The Ruffian com-
modities are chiefly furs of all forts.

Rhubarb is the principal article

which is exchanged for thefe goods,

great quantities whereof are pro-

duced in this country, without any

culture. The Mongalls gather and

dry it in autumn ; and bring it to

this market, where it is bought up,

at an eafy rate, both by the Ruffian

and Chinefe merchants.

The Kutuchtu and his lamas are

all clothed in yellow, and no lay-

man is allowed to wear this colour,

except the prince. This mark of

diftinction makes them known and

refpecled every where. They alfo

wear about their necks a firing of

beads, which are ufed in faying

their prayers. The Mongalls be-

lieve in, and worfhip, one Al-

mighty Creator of all things. They
hold that the Kutuchtu is God's
vicegerent on earth : and that there

will be a flate of future regards and

punifhments.

The following relation, which I

had from a Ruffian merchant, to

whom the thing happened, will

fhow the methods taken by thefe

lamas to maintain the dignity and

character of their mighty high

prieft. This merchant had gone

to the Urga, with an intention to

trade with the Chinefe. While
he was at this place, fome pieces

of damafk were flolen out of his

tent. He made a complaint to

fome of the lamas, with whom he

was acquainted ; and the matter

was foon brought before the Ku-
tuchtu, who immediately ordered

proper Heps to be taken with a

view to find out the thief. The
afF.iir was conducted in this un-

common manner ; one of the fa-

rms took a bench with four feet,

which ieems to have been of the

conjuring kind; after turning it,

feveral times, in different direc-

tions, at laft it pointed direclly to

the tent where the flolen goods lay

concealed. The lama now mount-
ed aflride on the bench, and foon

carried it, or, as was commonly
believed, it carried him to the

very tent ; where he ordered the

damafk to be produced. The de-

mand was directly complied with;

for it is in vain, in fuch cafes, to

offer any excufe.

I (hall now fubjoin a few obfer-

vations on the Delay-Lama, or

prieft of the delert, who is reckon-

ed ftill fuperior to the Kutuchtu.

He lives about a month's journey

to the fouth-eafl of this place,

among a people called the Ton-
guts, who ufe a different language

from the Kalmucks. I am inform-

ed that the religion of the Ton-
guts is the fame with that of the

Mongalls : that they hold the fame

opinions with refpefl to the tranf-

migration of the Dalay-Lama, as

the Mongails do about the Ku-
tuchtu, and that he is elecltd in

ths fame manner. What appears

mofl furprifing is, that thefe, two
mighty Lamas keep a good corre-

fpondence, and never encroach on
one another's privileges. The word
delay fignifies either the fea, or a

great plain, fuch as this prieft in-

habits.

Of an Inter-vieiuv and Hunting

Match nuitb a Mongall Batyr, or

Hero.

A chief, named Tayfha, of thofe

Mongalls who are i'ubjedts of his

ma-
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majetty, came to pay his refpecls

to the ambaffador, who gave him
a friendly reception, and kept him
to dinner. He was a merry old

man, near fourfcore, but io vigo-

rous, that he could mount a horfe,

with as much agility as many
young men. He was accompanied
with five fons, and many attend-

ants, who treated him with equal

refpedl as a king ; and even his

ions would not fit down in his pre-

sence, till he defired them. I con-

fefs it gave me great pleafure to fee

the decency with which they be-

haved. One of our company, a

pretty fat man, afked the Tayfha
what he fhould do in crder to be

as lean as he was. The old man
replied in thefe few words, " Eat

and work more :'* a faying

worthy of Hippocrates himfelf. la

his youth he had been engaged in

many b:.ttles with the Chinefe,

whom he held in great contempt.
As he was a keen fportfman, the

ambaffador made an appointment
with him for a grand hunting

match. After which he and his re-

tinue returned to their tents.

The Tayfha-Batyr arrived, in

confequence of his appointment
with the ambaffador, and brought
along with him three hundred
men, well mounted for the chace.

This old gentleman had the appel-

lation of Batyr ; a title of great re-

aped among the Mongalls. It fig-

nines a hero; and is conferred only

on thofe who have fignalizcd them-
felves, by their courage and con-
duel, in the field of battle. Befidcs

thefe Mongalls, we carried with

us fifty of our Coffacks, and our

tents, as we propofed to be abroad
fome days.

Early on the 6th, we took our

way to the eaftward, over high

hills, and through tall woods, hav-
ing almoft no underwood to incom-
mode the horfes, or interrupt our

view ; which made it very pleafant.

After riding a few miles, the Tay-
fha, being matter of the chace, or-

dered his men to extend their lines.

The Tayfha and we were in the

center ; and often faw the game
pafs us, purfued by the horfemen,

at full fpeed, without the leaft

noife, but the whittling of arrows.

The horfes, being accuftomed to

this kind of fport, follow the game
as a greyhound dees a hare ; fo that

the riders lay the bridles on their

nec':s, and attend to nothing but

their bows and arrows. One may
eafily imagine the exquifue enter-

tainment, in feeing feveral of thefe

horfemen in purfuit of an elk or

iiag through the valleys. When
the animal is driven from the

woods, it flies, for fafely, to the

nearelt rocks. Some of thefe crea-

tures are nearly as
t

large, - and
firong, as the horfes that hunt
them. The flags are of two kinds ;

one called zuber, the fame with the

German crownhirfh, but fomewhat
larger. The zuber is large and
beautiful, and carries its head al-

moft upright as it runs ; which
prevents its horns being entangled

with branches of trees. There are

none of them in Ruffia, nor even in

Siberia, except about the Baykall
lake, and eailward from it; the

places farther to the north being
too cold for them. The elk is

larger than the flag, and flronger

made; having alfo long branchy
horns, but a little flat.

Tired with fport, we left the

hills in the afternoon, and came
down into a fine valley, where we
pitched our tents, near a pure

brook. The Tayfha then ordered
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all the dead game to be brought

before him, and ranged in proper

order. We found, that, this day,

we had killed no lei's than

large elks, four ftags, a dozen roe-

bucks, feveral wolves and .

befides fawns ar. !

r

The Tayfha caufed the game to

be divided among the huncfm^n
;

who began immediately to drefs it,

Tome of them by boiling, others by

broiling, and eat it without either

bread or fait. The tails of the ilags,

which, by thefe people, are reck-

oned very delicate, fell to the Tay-
fha's fhare. He cut them into di-

ces, and eat them raw. I eat a

bit of one of them, and thought it

very palatable. The tafte refem-

bled nothing fo much as that of

freih caviare. After we had feaft-

ed on variety of excellent veniion,

for we had no other provifior.s, we
went to reft, well fatisfied with the

diverfion of the day.

Our author gizes the following ac-

count of the cujlom amov.gf the

ISLngall Tartars, of fitting the

grajs on fire, in the waft plains

cf their country.

The grafs is rank and thick,

and, as the feafon is very dry,

would, with little labour, make
excellent hay. This grafs is often

fet on fire, by the Mongalls, in the

fpring, during high winds. At
fuch times it burns moft furioufly,

running like wild-fire, and fpread-

ing its flames to the diftance of
perhaps ten or twenty miles, till

its progrefs is interrupted by fome
river or barren hill. The impe-
tuofity of thefe flames, their fmcke
and crackling noife, cannot eafily

be conceived by thofe who have
not feen them. When any perfon

'r.imfelf to the leeward of
them, the only method, by which

fave hiasfelf from
ttheir fury,

is to kindle immediately the graft

where he Hands, and follow his

own fire. For this purpofe, every
perfon is provided *\in flints, fteel,

and tinder. The reafon why the

Mongalls fet fire to the grafs is to

procure early paiture for their cat-

tle. The allies, left upon the
id, fink into the earth at the

melting of the fnow, and prove an
excellent manure; fo that the grafs,

in the fpring, riles on the lands.,

which have been prepared in this

manner, as thick as a field of wheat.
Caravans, travellers with merchan-
dife, but efpecially armies, never
encamp upon this rank grafs. And
there are feveral inftances of confi-

derable bodies of men being put
in confufion, and even defeated,

by the enemy fetting fire to the
grafs.

Characler ofths Duke ofShrevfbury ;

From a 'book entitled, Thoughts,

Efays, and Maxims, chiefy Re-
ligious and Political. By Charles

Howard, Efq; of Greyfeck, in

Cumberland.

CHarles Talbot, duke of Shrewf-
bury, was a great man, firlt

e rl in England, of a moft ancient
family, and ^either a lineal or a
collateral defcendant from the re-

nowned Talbot, who made fo

confpicuous a figure in France, in

the wars between England and
France in the reigns of Henry V.
and VI. He was not brought up
to the military art, but had great
talents and ^abilities as a minifter

and ftatefman, and the real and
true politenefs of a nobleman. He

palTed
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pafied through moil of the great

offices of llate ; he was knight of

the garter, ambaflador in France,

.lord-lieutenant in Ireland, and, I

believe, once fccrctary of :

in all which itations he had the

happinefs to pleafe, and give fa-

tisfa&ion. He is very well fpokeo

of in France and Ireland, though

this latter country was at that

time the molt difficult to govern

and content, fiom the nge of

party aud faction which then pre-

vailed in the remnants of Jacobi-

tiftn, fo rooted in that people's

understanding ; it being imme-
diately or foon af'.er the revolu-

tion, when king William gained

the crown of Great Britain with-

out the lofs of one man's life :

J>ut as he cflablifhed himfeif in

Jreland by victory, courage, and

military fkill fuperior to his op-

ponent, this of courfe left more

rancour in that people's mind,

from the natural conlequences of

the humiliating conf:deraticn of

being beaten ; and a lively people,

as the Irifh are, were more par-

ticularly affected by it. This

fpiiit of remembrance was art-

fu ly kept up by all the principles

of religion, and the molt violent

jerloufy ; and perhaps encouraged

by foreign powers, as well as all

the intereft and influence of the

Smart family, who then refided at

Sr. Germain in France, and who
ever lived in the flattering hopes

of a reftoration ; for which reafon

at is the writer's opinion, that un-

happy Stuart family has done

more harm to Irilh Roman Catho-

lics, than many of the penal laws,

as they were fundamentally the

occafion of their being made. At

this time, and under thefe circum-

ftances, this nobleman gave con-

tent and fatisfa&ion to a people >

who are not eafily pleafed, from
the above reafons ; which is a very
ilrong proof of the folidity of his

underltanding, juftnefs of think-

ing, dilinterelled and upright be-
haviour, and more particularly fo

in him, as he had to ltruggle with

the odium of having changed his

religion among a nation who, at

that time, were five to one Roman
Catholics, and were, from reli-

gious and political principles, very

zealous and furious to thoie they

looked upon or regarded as apof-

tates. The duke of Norfolk and
himfeif conformed to the Prcteltant

religion in Charles IPs reign, at

the ti:ne of Oares's plot ; but as he
had no iffue by the Italian lady

he married (Poaloty,) the family

continue Roman Catholics, and is

very refpedtably reprefented in the

moral and truly religious earl of
Shrewfbury. His attachment to

his family was noble, juft, and
praife-worthy; for though he dif-

liked his fucceflbr, he left him
all his eftate, free and unencum-
bered, with this faying, " Though
I diflike George Talbot, T leave

my eftate to the 'earl of Shrewf-

bury."

In James IPs reign, he went
over to Holland, to young Naflau,

prince of Orange, and landed with

him in England, and was very in-

strumental in the revolution. Per-
haps he might be induced to take

this ftep, from the Letters of Cole-

man, who was fecretary to the

duke of York, and which were
publifhed at the time of Oates's

plot : by thefe it plainly appears,

that the meafures purfued by that

unhappy monarch could anfwer no
end but to defeat his own inten-

tions, ruin and dethrone himfeif,

and
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and hurt his own friends and ad-

herents. He could have no mo-
tive in his junction with the prince

of Orange but a fincere conviftion

(in the writer's opinion), that in

doing of it he was ferving his

country ; for he was made duke

by him afterwards in 1694. He
might, in all probability, have re-

ceived the fame honours from

James II. He wanted no acqui-

sition of fortune, having a very

good one, and he always lived

within compafs; but then he did

not trim, or Hand fhilly-fhally,

but manly, and nobleman-like,

purfued the meafures he thought

right : he took a fide, and on that

fide was firm and ftrong. What-
ever faults he might have (and who
is without them ?) tbey were only

perfonal, and did not concern the

public : the writer has therefore no

bufinefs to meddle with them.

In a word, he feems to have

been very deferving of the cha-

racter one of the greateft of the

Englifh poets, Pope, gave him :

and was a worthy defcendant of

his renowned anceitor, fo well cha-

racterized by the immortal tow-

ering genius Shakefpear, in the

picture he gives of the father and

ion, in his Henry VI. where the

fon is brought in dead before his

father.

Come, come, and lay him in his

father's arms

;

My fpirit can no longer bear thefe

harms.

Soldiers, adieu ! I have what I

would have,

Now my old arms are young John
Talbot's grave.

N. B. The writer would not

be thought or underitood not to

regard or look upon Oates's plot

to be one of the moll vile forge-

ries and perjuries that ever dif-

graced the annals of Englifh hif-

tory ; or to fuppofe that the vif-

count Stafford, who was executed

for the fame, was not the reverie

of the character and difpofitions

he was charged with by thofe per-

jured wretches Bedloe and Oates ;

the latter of whom was convicted

of perjury in the fhort reign of

James II. and publicly whipt at a

cart's tail through the itreets of
London ; and king William, after

the revolution, never attempted to

reverfe his attainder.

Though he changed his religion

himfelf, he, unlike many converts,

did not think himfelf obliged to

behave with more violence than

others againft his old friends,

weakly to fhew the fincerity of his

conviction ; on the contrary, he

ever behaved with the greateft

moderation, candor, and civility,

to the Roman Catholics. His
leaving his eftate, as mentioned,

is one prcof; and his fupporting

Savage earl of Rivers, a Romaa
Catholic prieft and nobleman, in

a family difpute in which he had
been fo ill ufed, that in heat and
refentment he conformed to the

Proteftant religion, againft his

own conviction. The duke told

him, "My lord, what yea have

done in a private fort of manner
before a juilice of peace, do pub-

licly in the hcufe of lords, and take

your feat, and you will be fup-

ported according to the juftneis

of your preteniions." Upon his

replying, " My lord, I have
through paffion and refentment

gone too far already ;" the duke's

anfwer was worthy of himfeif

:

" My lord, I never will prefs a
** render
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« tender confeience ;" and lord

Rivers made what terms he could

with his antagonift, and retired

into Flanders, and lived many
years afterwards, much refpecled,

canon of Licgc, where he died,

about thirty years fince. Such

was the uprightnefs, and force of

friendfhip, in the duke of Shrewf-

bury in fupporting what appeared

to himfelf jult and honeir, without

being guided by thofe little nar-

row party notions of fearing con-

fequences, or what the world

would fay.

Character of John Duke of Argyle.

From thefame.

THIS nobleman was a Scotch-

man, chief and head of the

ancient and numerous family of

the name of Campbell in Scot-

land. He was duke and peer of

Scotland, and the fame in England

by the title of Greenwich, which

he acquired himfelf before the

union of the two kingdoms; and

perhaps he may allude to this by

the motto he then took, Fix ilia

ncftra <vcco qiue non fecimui ipfi.

He was brought up to the pro-

i'effion of arms, and behaved well,

and in a foldier-like and gallant

manner; witnefs his conduct un-

der the duke of Marlborough, and

his behaviour at Sherif - Moor,
where he commanded in chief,

and was the principal means and

caufe of the total extinction, at

that time, of the rebellion in

S-cotland, without much blood-

fhed. He had then a very diffi-

cult part to aft as a Scotchman ;

for at that period three parts out

of four of that kingdom were

naturally and affectionately Jaco-

bites, though they had fewer Ro-
man Catholics among them than

in either of the two other king-
doms, England or Ireland ; and,

perhaps, for that reafpn more
openly determined and daringly

profeffed being acting friends to

the Stuart family.

In direft oppofition to him, or

that part of the army he com-
manded, at the head of all his

Campbells, was placed Campbell
earl of Breadalbin, of the fame
family and kindred, by.fome fatal

error that ever mifguided and mif-

led that unhappy family of the

Stuarts, and all its adherents.

What was the confequence ? Both
fets of Campbells, from family

affection, refufed to ftrike a ftroke,

and retired out of the* field of bat-

tle. He never was firlt minilier,

but was a very able ftatefman and
politician, and was molt fteadily

fixed in thofe principles that he
thought right, and not to be
fhaken or changed. His delicacy

and honour were fo great, that it

hurt him to be even fufpe&ed;

witnefs that application laid to be
made to him by one of the adhe-

rents of the Stuart family, in

174.3 or ! 74+> ' n order to gain

his interell, which was confider-

able both in England and Scot-

land. He immediately fent the

letter to the fecretary of- ltate, and

it vexed him much even to have

an application made him, left any
person fhould think him capable

of acting a doable part. He was
equally firm and relolute in his

oppofition to the meafures and

miniliers, when he thought them,

wrong.

He did not oppofe Sir Robert

Walpole cut of pique, party, or

faction, but becaufe he thought

fame
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fome cf his meafures were erro-

neous, and that he made cor-

ruption too much the guide and

flandard of his actions. Indeed,

this, and his playing the fool with

Jacobitifm, and his keeping it as

a ftalking-horfe to hiinfelf in its

power, and not attacking its head-

quarters, as it has been effectually

done fince, feems the melt blame-

worthy part of" this minifter's cha-

racter, who otherwife was a very

able one, a friend to liberty, and

underftood the conlHtution of his

country well. You never can fo

effectually take any principle from

man by power, force, or any me-
thod, as you do when you take it

k from their minds ; and thofe peo-

ple you divert of this opinion you
make more eafy, chearful in their

mind, and more capable of ferv-

ing you.

When he thought meafures wrong
or corrupt, he cared not ,\vho was

the author, however great or pow-
erful he might be ; witnefs his

boldly attacking the great duke of

Marlborough in the houfe of lords,

about his forage and army-con-
tracts in Flanders, in the very ze-

nith of his power and popularity

;

though in all other refpects, he was

the moft able renowned general of

his time. He deferved, and indeed

he was nobly and amply rewarded

by his country. The duke of

Argyle poffefled great public

places and honourable employ-

ments, which did not influence

him in his way of acting, or voting

in parliament, as he fhewed upon
feveral occafions, by refigning

them when he thought any thing

was required of him to comply
with that he did net think right.

la this he is cenfured by fome, as

too haity ; for why mould a man
punifh himfelf when he acts uport

principle, and deprive his country
of his fervice, becaufe he thinks
another doth wrong ? If he was
miltaken, it muft be as little as any
man, becaufe he had a good head
and heart. In the houfe of lords

he fpoke well, with a firm, manly,
and noble eloquence, and feems to
deferve the character given of him
by Pope :

Argyle the ftate's whole thunder
born to wield,

And (hake alike the fenate and the
field.

CbaraQer cf the Duke cf Benvick.
From thefame.

lHE duke of Berwick was na-
tural fon ofJames II. by Mrs-

Arabella Churchill, filter to the

great duke of Marlborough. He
followed the fate of his father, and
came into France after the revo-
lution with James II. who retired

thither, to put himfelf under the

protection, of his friend and ally

lewis XiV. His ally he was, be-
caufe he refufed to fign the treaty

of Augmurgh, in a general com-
bination to lower the ambition
and greaiuefs of the French mo-
narch, agreed to by molt of the
European powers, and, it is faid,

even by the Pope himfelf. This
refafal, it is thought, h aliened the

revolution ; for at that time the

prince of Orange's views to the

crown of Great Britain, if he had
any, muft have been very diftant ;

and it is thought that king Wil-
liam was better pleafed with his

acceffion to the crown of Great:

Britain, from, the fiunrion and
power
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power it gave him to attack the

oveigrown power of France, than

from any rea! fatis. action as being

king cf Great Britain : and this

appears more probable, from the

anfwer he gave to the conventions

of the Hates, when they offered to

make him king conjointly with his

wife, but only for his life : " I

refpect the princefs, but will not

hold my crown on her apron-

itrings." Such was the native

love that the NafTau prince of

Orange bore his country, perhaps

founded upon a good deal cf re-

/eminent, naturally caufed by the

attack upon Holland by Lewis
XIV. in Charles IPs reign, when
that republic, by the rapid viilo-

ries of the French monarch, was
very near deftru&ion. He was

not fuccefsful, in general, in his

wars with France, but laid the

foundation for the more fuccefsful

one of his fucceflbr queen Anne.

James II. was received in France,

and Supported in a king like man-
ner during all his life at the caftle

of St. Germain. Lewis XIV.
fhewed upon all occafions the ut-

moft friendship for him. Indeed,

the two monarchs were in feme
meafure directed by the fame prin-

ciples in religion, which ever unite

friendfhip ; and both were tco

much, at that time, governed by
the fame' fet of prieib. Lewis

XIV's great, and oihenvife molt

noble character, was much bic-

mifhed by being in fucii fubjeclion

to them. James II. was dethroned

by them, from his own weaknels

in too precipitately lillening and

following their councils, in mis-

taking cbltinacy and wrong-head-
ed nefs for firmnefs and refolution ;

for zeal without knowledge ever

counteracts itfelf.

The duke of Berwick was re-

commended to the court of France
by his fuperior merit ; he attained

ail the military honours and dig-

nities his molt Chriltian Majelty

could confer on him ; he was
marfhal of France, knight of the

Hoy Ghoft, duke and peer of
France, grandee of Spain, com-
mander in chief of the French
armies ; in all which itations his

behaviour was fuch, that few

equalled, perhaps none furpafied

him. He lived in an age when
the renowned prince of Orange,
and many other of the greattlt

men, commanded againft him.

His courage was of the cool, fteady

kind ; always pofTefiing himfelf,

taking all advantages, not foolim-

ly, raflily, or wantonly throwing

away the lives of his foldiers.

He kept up on all occafions the

moft ftrict difcipline, and did not

ipare puniihment among his fol-

diers far marauding and c

crimes, when properly defer ved ;

Icr which fome raih, filly, in-

confiderate people have found

fault, and blamed him. They
were hard put to it to find a

fault in this great man ; for futely

an army without ftricTt difcipline,

good order, and due fuboruina-

tion, will never do their duty, as

all hiftories and times evince ;

and they would be little becter

(confidering the fort of men ar-

mies mull be compofed of) than

a. powerful fet of banditti and

thieves. This, then, in the wri-

ter's opinion, is far from blame-

able, but a moll praife - worthy

part of his character. If he were

ftrict and exact in his command,
and the prevention of wrongs by

others, he was moft juft in him-

felf j hot railing unneceffary con-

tributions
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tributions, and promoting pillage, intereft of the Stuart family; for

in order to enrich himfelf, as many it is now pall a doubt that queen

generals have formerly done be- Anne had a very ferious intention

fore his time. He has been re- of having her brother upon the

fleeted upon by the very zealous throne of England after her death

:

and violent adherents of the Stuart and feveral circumftances, as well

family, for not being fufficiently as the time * of that duke's land-

attached to that party, which was ing in England, make many peo-

his own family. But by a cool pie believe he was gained over to

examination or his actions, which the Stuart party. If the duke of
are ilubborn things, and the beft Berwick was, directly or indi-

index of the mind of a fenfibie rcctly, the means of gaining his

man, it will appear, that his be- uncle over to that intereft, be-

haviour in this particular was, as more effectually ferved it than thac

in mod parts of his life, feniibie rafti, mock army of unhappy gen-

and juft. When he accepted of tlemen who were taken prifoners

employments, received honours,

dignities, and became a natura-

lized Frenchman, he thought it

his duty, as an hone:t man, to be-

come a Frenchman, and a real fub-

ject. to the monarch who gave him
bread ; and to be, or not to be,

in the intereft of the Stuart fa-

mily, according to the will and
commands of the fovereign whom

at Prefton in 1715, had it in their

power to do.

In a word, the duke of Ber-

wick was, without being a bigot,

a moral and religious man, and
fhevved by his life and actions,

that morality and religion are \'ery

compatible and confiftent with the

life of a ftatefman, and a great

general ; and if they were oftener

he ferved, and in the intereft of united in thofe two profeffions, it

France according to time and cir- would be much happier for the

cumftances; for there is no ferving reft of mankind.

two mailers well. But when or-

dered by his king to be in that

family's intereft, he acted with the

greateft iincerity, and took the moft

effectual and fenfiblc methods to

ferve that unhappy houfe, as the

following anecdote, if true, and it

has great appearance and probabi-

lity on its fide, proves.

The duke of Marlborough, after

the figning of the treaty of U-
trecht, was cenfured by the Britifh

parliament for fome of the army
contracts in relation to bread and
forage; upon which he retired in-

to France: and it was then credi-

He was killed by a cannon-ball,

in doing his duty at the fiege of

Philipfijurgh, in 1738. So died

the marlhal of Berwick, ripe in

years, full of dignities, honours,

and glory. Sic travjit gloria

mundi.

N. B. Lewis XIV. before his

undertakings againft Holland, fent

word, underhand, to the prince

of Orange, offering to make him
abfoiute fovereign of the Nether-

land., if he would be his ally ;

when be anfwered, " he mould be

true to his country." " But re-

flect, Sir, faid the emiflary, hew
bly aflerted, the duke of Marl- you will withitand a prince who
borough was brought over to the makes you fuch fair offers, if he

Vol. X.

The very dav or day after the death of queen Anne.

E undertake?
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undertakes to invade Holland ?"

" ft' that be the cafe, refumed the

prince, I believe Europe will come
to its fuccour; but fhould we be

abandoned, and left to ourfelves,

if vanquifhed, I then fall, and fhall

perilh with my country.

"

Character of the Duke of Oitnond.

From thefame

:

THIS duke was blefled with

a mod noble fortune, and

it fell into very good hands ; for

bo perfon was of a more generous,

hofpitable difpofition : he was the

molt popular man of his time,

head of the ancient, opulent, and

numerous family of the Butlers,

both an Englifh and an Irifh duke,

commander in chief of the Englifh

army in Flanders, when the great

duke of Marlborough, by the in-

trigues of the party that then pre-

vailed in England, was recalled

home. He was chancellor of the

Univerfity of Oxford, and I be-

lieve of Dublin, knight of the

garter, and had all the honours

conferred on him that his country

could beftow ; and his princely

Tin's is repugnant to fincerity, ho-

nefty, and, 1 may venture to fay,

religion, which ever ought to be
affociated together ; becaufe it is

profeffing one thing, and being, or

pretending to be, of another opi-

nion. Jt is weak, becaufe it is de-

ftnictive of the fchemes and inca-

fures intended to be accomplifhed

and brought about : it may be

faid to divide onefelf againlt one-

felf, and of courfe one's own
ftrength and force is weakened, by
endeavouring to demolilh with one

hand, what one builds with the

other.

When he was lord lieutenant of

Ireland, he made, or occafioned

to be made, many of the penal

laws that are moft hurtful to the

Irifh P.oman Catholics. This was

not honeft or grateful, becaufe

it was hurting thofe who were

his bell friends. It was weak, and

not politic, being directly oppofite

to that maxim, if you have a mind
effectually to ferve yourfelf, fling

power into the hands of your

friends: and he, by his behaviour,

weakened, and difenabled thofe

people from affifting him fo much
as they might have done, and by

generous difpofition became them whom he expected to be fup-

well, and in fome meafure fup- ported.

ported his underftanding, which, He did not fuffer fo much by

when analyzed from real facts, was his attainder as many others that

but weak, and not truly fincere acted with more determined fin-

and honeft, but like great part of cerity and refolution; becaufe his

mankind, not very moral. He brother, the earl of Arran, a very

received honours, great places of

truft and profit, from king Wil-

liam, queen Anne, and of courfe

was obliged to take the teft oath

of allegiance and abjuration to

thofe refpective princes ; yet at

the fame time he encouraged Jaco-

bitifm, and, among his friends,

good fort of man, enjoyed and
poffeffed great part of his very o-

pulent fortune, which enabled him
to perform what was dictated by

brotherly affection and honelly, in

paying him annually a fuflicient

fum to live in a moft princely man-
ner at Avignon, where he died ;

profefTed himfelf the greateft friend from whence he was brought, and

and adherent to the houlig of Stuait. juried in Weftminfter Abbey.

5
Upon
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Upon the whole, it is thought

by many, that if George I. who
was in himfelf a humane and com-

pallionate prince, had not been fo

much fee againft him, he would

have accepted of his let vices, when

he made a lender and offer of

them, uj-on his landing at Green-

wich.

h all his foibles and weak-

neffes, he might have become a

very good iubject, and a ufeful

member to fociety, particularly

to Ireland, his native country,

when he had feen his errors; for

to do the Iri(h juliice, with whom
the writer is well acquainted, in-

gratitude doth not feem to be a-

mong their national vices. That
he would have feen his errors, and

have corrected them, there is the

greateif. probability and reafon to

think, becaufe it is credibly af-

ferted, and I believe known, that

he abfolutely refuled, directly or

indirectly, to be concerned in any

of the confufions and troubles

that happened in his country in the

year 1745- Why not change his

opinions, or correct his errors? It

is never too late to mend, or own
you have been in the wrong,
which is next to being in the

right. Some of his friends aver,

that he never externally profeffed

a thing, but what he internally

believed at the time, and was fin-

cere ; this is very difficult to cre-

dit, as it rarely happens in fuch

frequent changes ; -efpecially as

he feldom veered but when his in-

terell or power was thereby en-

larged : but if it be true, it only

fhews a weaknefs, and a mutability

of difpofuion liable to the influence

of others.

CharaHer of Cardinal de Plenty*

From tbifame.

Peace is my delight, not Fleury's
more. Pope.

CARDINAL Fleury was a very

good and intelligent mini-
fler, and upon the whole purfued

the real intereft of France. He
was honeft, fincere, religious, and
moral

;
qualifications and virtues

which, when united, (and it is to

be wifhed they were oftener found

in miniiters) will ever, without

even extraordinary and over-fnin-

ing abilities and talents, make
Hatefmen ferve their country the

better ; becaufe they then acT:

upon principle, and think they

are accountable for their actions

to more than man, and have more
than that vague and vain love of

fame and popularity, or fear of

punifhment in this world, to incite

and fpur them to the performance

and execution of good in them-
felves, and the prevention of evil

in others; all which miniiters have

much in their power to do, when
power falls into the hands of men
of abilities, application, and good
morals ; which muft ever take

their fpring from real religion, and
a belief and hope of a future re-

ward, and the fear of the like pu-

nimment. Such was Cardinal Fleu-

ry in the beginning of his ap-

pearance in public, then preceptor

to Lewis XV. and during that

time he inftilled into his prince

thofe real principles of religion

which very apparently, upon many
occafions, animate that monarch.

He was a good miniiter to France,

E 2 becaufe



52 ANNUAL REGISTER, 1767.

becaufe he confined himfelf to her

natural ftrength, the encourage-

ment of her manufactures, and the

improvement of the intrinfic and

natural advantages with which Pio-

vidcnce has blefied that kingdom

much fooner. France in that war
was very fuccefsful in Flanders,

though not in Germany, cr by
fea i and, in the writer's opinion,

it was no ways advantageous to

the whole ; lor (he

above all the reit of Europe ; not received more real benefit by that

vainly attempting to make it go moJl fenfible treaty whereby (lie

out from itfelf, in forcing it to be, acquired Lorrain, made by this

what nature and its fituation never great unci honed minifter, than by

defigned it, the firfl maritime pow- all i rs conquelis of that rich and

er ; becaufe then it would naturally fertile countryof Auftrian Flanders,

weaken its military ftrength, which In a word, moft governments

is very neceffary to Hipper t itielf have more territory and country

ngainlt the powerful kingdoms that than they improve and make good
furround it, and are net without ufc of.

reafon jealous of its too much in-

creafing power: befides, a well re-

gulated and difciplined military

force is very neceffary to keep fo

lively a people in due order and
iubordination.

He kept France in peace very

near his whole adminiftration,

which was above twenty - feven

Some account of Mrs. 7 i?omas, the

celebrated Coririna ; from the \ztb

'volume, or Supplement to the '-

Biographical Dictionary, lately

publijhe.i.

THOMAS (Mrs.) known to

the world by the poetical

a fort of war in 1734; and that, name of Corinna, was the child of

by his very able head and hu- an ancient, and infirm parent, who
mane difpofuion, he hindered from gave her life when he was dying

fpreading, and finifned without himfelf, and to whofe unhappy con-

making it general, and of courie fticutiun lhe was fole heirefs. From
prevented a devaluation and flaugh- her very birth, which h.iopened in

ter of mankind. It is true, upon 1675, fhe was afflicted with fevers

the death of the emperor, the and defiuxions, and being over-

queen of Hungary's father, he was, nurfed, her conflitution was fo de-

fomehow or other, brought into a licate and tender, that had fhe not

war in his very old age, with the been of a gay difpofition, and pcf-

reft of the Germanic princes, about feffed of a vigorous mind, fhe muft

the divifion of the territories of have been more unhappy than fhe

that illuilrious and magnanimous actually was.

princefs ; foon after which he died, Her father dying when fhe was

at the age of eighty-four. fcarce two years old, and her mo-
In all human probability, had ther not knowing his real circum-

he lived, and retained his parts fiances, as he was fuppofed from

and underftanding, which is not the fplendcur of his manner of life

very common at fo very great an to be very rich, feme inconvenien-

age, he would have finiflied it ces were incurred, in bellowing

upon
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upon him a pompous funeral,

which in thofe times was fafhion-

able. The mother of our poetefs,

in the bloom of eighteen, was con-

demned to the arms of this man,
upwards of fixty, upon the fuppo-

fition of his being wealthy, but in

which flie was foon miftubly de-

ceived. She difpofed of two houfes

her hufband kept, one in town, the

other in the county of Efiex, and

retired into a private, but decent,

country lodging. The houle where

fhe boarded was an eminent cloth-

worker's in the county of Surry,

but the people ot the houie proved

very diiagreeable. The lady had

no converlation to divert her ; the

landlord was an illiterate man, and

the reit of the family brutifh, and

unmannerly. At lalt Mrs. Thomas
attracted the notice of Dr. Glyflbn,

who obferving her at church very

fplendidly dreffed, folicited her ac-

quaintance. He was a valuable

piece of antiquity, being then,

1633, 100 years of age. His per-

fon was tall, his bones very large,

his hair like fnow, a venerable

afpedt, and a complexion which

might fhame the bloom of fifteen.

He enjoyed a found judgment, and

a memory fo tenacious, and clear,

that his company was very engag-

ing. His vifits greatly alleviated

the folitude of this lady. The laft

vifit he made to Mrs. Thomas, he

drew on, with much attention, a

pair of rich Spanilh leather gloves,

emboli on the backs and topi with

gold embroidery, and fringed round

with geld. The lady could net

help exprefiing her curiofity, to

know the hittory of thofe gloves,

which he feerned to touch with fo

much refpect. He anfwered, ** I

do refpeel them, for the lalt time I

had the honour of approaching my

miftrefs, queen Elizabeth, fhe pull-

ed them from her own royal ha;}ds,

faying, here Glyflbn, wear them
for my fake. I have done fo with

veneration, and never drew them

on, but when I had a mind to ho-

nour thole whom I vifit, as I now
do you ; and iince you leve the

memory of my royal miflrefs, take

them, and preserve them carefully

when I am gone." The doctor

then went home, and died in a few

days.

This gentleman's death left her

again without a companion, and an

uneafmefs hung upon her, vifible

to the people of the houfe ; who
gucfiing the caufe to proceed from

folitude, recommended to her ac-

quaintance another phyfician, of a

different cafl from the former. He
was denominated by them a conju-

rer, and was faid to be capable of

raifing the devil. This circum-

ftance diverted Mrs. Thomas, who
imagined th..t the man whom they

called a conjurer, mail have more
fenfe than they underftood. The
doclor was invited to vifit her, and
appeared in a greafy black grogram,

which he called his fcholar'i coat;

a long beard ; and other marks of

a phiiofophical negligence. He
brought all his little mathematical

trinkets, and played over his trices

for the diverfion of the lady, whom,
by a private whifper, he let into the

fecrets as, he performed them, that

fhe might fee there was nothing of

magic in the cafe. The two mofl

remarkable articles of his perform-

ance were, hrft lighting a candle

at a glafs of cold water ; perform-

ed by touching the brim before

with phofphorus, a chymical fire

which is preferved in water and
burns there ; and next reading the

fmalleft print by a candle of fix in

E 3 the
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the pound, at 100 yards diilancc

in the open air, and darkeft night.

This was performed by a large con-

cave glafs, with a deep pointed

focus, quick-filvercd on the back-

fide, and fet in tin, with a locket

for a candle, fconce fafhion, and

hung up againll a wall. While the

flame of the candle was diametri-

cally oppofite to the center, the

rays equally diverging, gave fo

powerful a light as is fcarce credi-

ble ; but on the leaft variation from

the focus the charm ceafed.

The lady difcerning in this man
a genius which might be improved

to better purppfes than deceiving

the country people, defired him
not to hide his talents, but to pufh.

himfelf in the world by thp abili-

ties of which he feemed poffeffed.

* t Madam, faid he, I am now a

fiddle to affes, but I am finifhing a

great work which will make thofe

affes fiddle to me." She then afk-

ed what the work might be ? he

replied, *« His life was at ifoke if

it took air, but he found her a

lady of fuch uncommon candour,

and good fenfe, .that he mould
make no difficulty in committing

his life and hope to her keeping."

All women are naturally fond of

"being truited with fecrets ; this was

Mrs. Thomas's failing; the doc-

tor found it out, and made her pay

dear for her curiofity. " 1 have

teen, continued he, many years in

fearch of the philofopher's ftone,

and long matter of the i"mar?gdine

table of Hermes Trifrnegiflus ; the

green and red dragons of Raymond
Lally have alio been obedient to

me, and the illuflrious fages the:n-

felves deign to vifit me; yet it is

but fince I had the honour to be

known to your ladyfnip, that I

have been fo fortunate as to obtain

the grand fecret of projedion. I

tranfmutcd fome lead I pulled off

my window Jaff. night into this bit

of gold." Pleafcd with the fight

i , and having a natural pro-

i to the lludy, the lady

fnatched it out of the philofopher's

hand, and afked why he had not

more ? He replied, " it was all the

lead he could find." She then

commanded her daughter to bring

a parcel of lead which lay in the

clofet, and giving it to the chy-

mill, defired him to tranfmute it

into gold on the morrow. He un-
.': it, and the next day

brought her an ingot which weigh-
ed two ounces, which with the ut-

moit folemnity, he a g the

very individual kad lhe gave him,
tranfmuted to ;

began now to engage him
in ferious diicourfe ; and finding

by his replies, that he wanted mo-
ney to make more powder, fhe en-
quired how much would make a

itock that would maintain itfelf?

he replied fifty pounds, after nine

months, would produce a million.

She then begged the ingot of him,
which he protefted had been tranf-

muted from lead, and flumed with

the hopes of fuccefs, hurried to

town to know whether the ingot

was true gold, which proved fine

beyond the ltandard. The lady,

now fully convinced of the truth

of the empyric's declaration, took

fifty pounds ont of the hands of a

banker, and intruded him with it.

The only difficulty which remain-

ed, was, how to carry on the work
without fufpicion, it being ftriclly

prohibited at that time. He was
therefore refolved to take a little

honfe in another county, at a few
miles difiance from Lcndon, where

he was to build a public laborato-

r7»
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ry, as a profeft chymift, and deal

in fuch medicines as were mod ven-

dible, by the fale of which to the

apothecar.es, the evpence of the

houfe was to be defrayed during

the operation. The widow was

accounted the houfe-keeper, and

the duclor and his m^n boarded

with her; to which fhe added this

precaution, that the laboratory with

the two lodging-rooms over it, in

which the doclor and his man lay,

was a different wing of the build-

ing from that where fhe and her

little daughter, and maid-fervant

refided ; and as Pne knew fome time

mull elaple before any profit couid

bz expected, lhe managed with the

utmoll frugality. The doctor mean
time acted the part of a tutor to

mils in arithmetic, latin, and ma-
thematics, to which (he difcovered

the lhongtlt propenfity.

All things being properly dif-

pofed for the grand operation, the

vitriol furnace was let to work,

which requiring the moft intenfe

heat, for feveral days, unhappily

let fire to the houfe ; the ltairs

were confumed in an inftant, and
as it furprifed them all in their firft

ileep, ic was a happy circumftance

that no life perifhed. This un-

lucky accident was 300 1. lofs to

Thomas : yet ftill the grand
project was in a fair way of fuc-

ig in the other wing of the

building. But one misfortune is

often followed by another ; the

next Sunday evening, while fhe

was reading to, and intruding her
little family, a fudden, and ^olent
report, like a diicharge of a can-
non, was heard ; the houfe being
timber, rocked like a cradle, and
the family were all thrown from
their chairs on the ground. They

looked with the greateft amazement

on each other, not gueffing the

caufe, when the operator, pretend-

ing to revive, fell to (lamping,

tearing his hair, and raving like a

madman, crying out undone, un-

done, loft and undone for ever. He
ran direclly to the ath.inor, when,
unlocking the door, he found the

machine fplit quite in two; the

eggs broke, and the precious a!ma-

gamum which they contained was
icatti red like fand among the afhes.

Mrs. Thomas's eyes were now fuf-

ficienily opened to difcern the im-

poflure, and with a very ferene

countenance, fhe, told the empyric,

that accidents would happen, but

means might be fallen upon to re-

pair this ratal difappointment. The
doclor obferving her fo ferene, ima-

gined fhe would grant him more
money to complete his fcheme; but

fhe loon dilappointed his expecta-

tion, by ordering him to be gone,

and made him a prefent of five

guineas, left his defperate circum-

ftances mould induce him to take

fome violent means of providing

for himfclf.

Whether deluded by a real hope
of finding out the philofopher's

ftone, or from an innate principle

of villainy, cannot be determined,

but he did not ceafe his purfu-it,

and ftill indulged the golden de-

lufion. He now found means to

work upon the credulity of an old

mifer, who, upon the ftrength of

his pretenfions, gave him his

daughter in marriage, and em-
barked all his hoarded treafure,

which was very confiderable, in the

fame chimerical adventure. In a

word, the mifer's flock was alfo

loft, the empyric himfelf, and the

daughter reduced to beggary. This

E 4 unhappy
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uuhappy aff«ir broke the mifer's

heart, who did not many weeks
furvive the Jofs of his cam. The
doctor alfo put a miferable end to

his life, by drinking poifon, and
left his wife, with two young chil-

dren, in a flare of beggary. But
to return to Mrs. Thomas. The
poor lady fuffered on this occafion

a great deal of inward anguifh ;

fhe was afnamed of having reduced

her fortune, and impovcrifned her

child, by likening to the infinu-

ations of a madman. Time and
patience at lad overcame it ; and
when her health, which by this ac-

cident had been impaired, was re

ilored to her, fhe began to ilir

amongft her hufband's great cherts.

She took a houfe in Bloomfbury,

and by means of good ceconomy,

and an elegant appearance, was
fuppofed to be better in the world

than fhe really was. Her hufband's

clients received her like one rilen

from the dead : they came to vifit

her, and promifed to ilrve her. At
laft the duke of Montague advifed

}ier to let lodgings, which way of

life fhe declined, as her talents were

not fuiied for dealing with ordinary

lodgers ; but, added fhe, " if I knew
any family who defired fuch a con-

veniency, I would readily accom-
modate them." " I take you at your
word;" replied the duke, " ] will

become your fole tenant: nay, don't

fraile, for I am in earneft, 1 love a

little more freedom than 1 can en-

joy at home, and 1 may come fome-
times and eat a bit of mutton, with

four or five honelt fellows, whofe
company I delight in." The bar-

gain was bcund, and proved matter

of fa£t» though on a deeper fcheme
than drinking a bottle; and his

grace was to pafs in the houfe for

Mr, Freeman of Hertford Jhire. In

a few days he ordered a dinner for

his beloved friends, Jack and Tom,
Will and Ned, good hone it coun-

try fellows, as his grace, called

them. They came at r he time ap-

pointed ; but how furpriied was
the widow, wnen fhe faw the duke
of Dcvonfhire, lords Buckingham
and Dorfct, and a certain vifcount,

with Sir William Duuon Colt,

under thefe feigned names. After

.1 times meeting at this lady's

houfe the ncble per'.ons, who had
h opinion of her integrity,

intrulted her with the grand lecrct,

which was nothing lefs than the

project for the revolution.

Though theie meetings were
held as private as poHible, yet fuf-

picions arofe, and Mrs. Thomas's
houfe was narrowly watched ; but

the nicffengers, who were no ene-

mies to the caufe, betrayed their

truit, and fuffered the noblemen to

meet unmo'.efted, or at leaft with-

out any oread of apprehenlion.

The revolution being effected,

and the ltate become mere iettled,

that place of rendezvous was quit-

ted : the noblemen took leave of

the lady, with promifes of obtain-

ing a penfion, or fome place in

the houfhoid for her, as her zeal

in that caufe highly merited ; be-

fides flu- had a very good claim to

iome appointment, having been

ruined by the fhutting up the ex-

chequer. But alas ! court pro-

mifes proved an aerial foundation,

and the noble peers never thought

of her more, fhe duke cf

tague indeed made offers of icr-

vice, and being captain of the

band of penfioners, fhe afiied him
to admit Mr. Gwynnet, a gentle-

man who had made love to her

daughter, into fuch a polt. This

he promifed, but upon thefe terms,

that
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that her daughter fhould aflc him

for it. The widow thanked him,

and not fufpecting that any de-

fign was covered under this offer,

concluded herSelf Sure of SucceSs :

but how amazed was fhe to find

her daughter, whom fhe had bred

in the moil paflive Subjection, and

who had never discovered the ieaif.

infiance of diSobedience, absolute-

ly refuSed to aflc any Such favour

of his grace. She could not be

prevailed upon neither by flattery,

nor threatning ; and, continuing

ftill obstinate in her refolution, her

mother obliged her to explain her-

felf upon the point of her refufal.

She told her then, that the duke

of Montague had already made an

attack upon her; that his defigns

were dishonourable ; and that if (he

Submitted to afk his grace one fa-

vour, he would reckon himfelf Se-

cure of another in return, which he

would endeavour to accomplish by
the baSeft means.

This explanation was too Satis-

factory : who does not See the

meanneSs of Such an ungenerous

conduct? He had made uSe of the

mother as a tool for carrying on
political defigns ; he found her

diltreSs; and, as a recompence for

her Services, and under the pre-

tence of mending her fortune, at-

tempted the virtue of her daugh-
ter, and would provide for her on
no other terms, but at the price of
her child's innocence. In the

mean time, the young Corinna, a

poetical name given her by Mr.
Dryden, continued to improve her
mind by reading the politeit au-
thors.

We have already Seen that She

uds addrefTed, upon honourable
terms, by Mr. Gwynnet, of the

Miuile-Teoiplc, Son of a g?ntle»

man in GloucefterShire. Upon
his firft discovering his paffion to

Corinna, fhe had honour enough
to reinonftrate to him the inequa-

lity of their fortune, as her affairs

were then in a very perplexed Situ-

ation. This objection was Soon
furmounted by a lover, efpecially

as his father had gives, him pof-
Seflion of the greatest part of his

eftate, and leave to pleafe him-
felf.

Mr. Gwynnet no Sooner obtain-

ed this, than he came to London,
and claimed Corinna's promiSe of
marriage : but her mother being
then in a very weak condition, fhe

could not abandon her in that dif-

treSs, to die among Strangers. She
therefore told Mr. Gwynnet, that

as flie had not thought fixteen

years long in waiting for him, he
could not think Six months long in

expectation of her. He replied,

with a deep Sigh, « Six months,
at this time, my Corinna, is more
than fixteen years have been ; you
put it off now, and God will put
it off for ever." It proved as he
had foretold ; he next day went
into the country, made his will,

fickened, and died April the Six-

teenth, 1711, leaving his Corinna
the bequeft of 600I. and, adds fhe,

" Sorrow has been my food ever

fince." Had fhe providentially

married him, fhe had been Secure

from the infuks of poverty ; but
her duty to her parent was more
prevalent - than considerations of
convenience.

After the death of her lover,

fhe was barbaroufly uSed : his

brother ftifted the will, which
compelled her to have recourSe to

law ; he Smothered the old gentle-

man's conveyance deed, by which

he was enabled to make a bequeft,

and
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and offered a large fum of money
to any pcrion who would under-

take to blacken Corinna's charac-

ter ; but wicked as the world is,

he found none fo completely aban-

doned, as to perjure themielves for

the fake of this bribe. At lair,

to fliew her refpedt to the memory
of her deceafed lover, {he con-

fented to an accommodation with

his brother, to receive 200 1. down,

and 200I. at the year's end. The
firft payment was made, and dif-

tributed initantly amongft her mo-
ther's creditors ; but when the

other became due, he bid her de-

fiance, flood fuit on his own bond,

and held out four terms. He car-

Tied ir from one court to another,

till at laft it was brought to the bar

of the houfe of lords ; and that

being a tribunal where the chica-

nery of lawyers can have no

weight, he thought proper to pay

the money without a hearing :

The gentlemen of the long robe

had made her fign an instrument,

that they mould receive the money
and pay themfelves ; after they

had laid their cruel hands upon it,

of the 200 1. the poor diitreffed

lady received but thirteen pounds

fixteen millings, which reduced

her to the neceflity of abfeonding

from her creditors, and ftarving

in an obfeure corner, till me was

betrayed by a falfe friend, arid

hurried to jail. Beiides all the

other calamities of Corinna, (he

had ever a bad ilate of health, oc-

caiioned by a furprifmg accident,

{wallowing the middle bone of the

wing of a large fowl, being above

three inches long. Her uncom-

mon cafe was given into the col-

lege of phyficians.

Under all thefe calamities did

poor Corinna labour j and it is

difficult to produce a life crowded
with greater evHs. The fmall for-

tune which her father left her,

by the imprudence of her mother,
was foon Squandered : ihe rio foon-

er began to talte of life, than an
attempt was made upon hrr in-

nocence. When (he was about
being happy in the arms 0:

amiable lover, Mr. Gwynnet, he
was fnatched from her by an im-
mature fate. Amongft her other

misforcur.es, (he laboured under
the difpleafure of Mr. Pope, whom
(he had offended, and who took
care to place her in his Dunciad.
Mr. Pope once paid her a viiit, in

company with Henry Cromwell,
Efq; whofe letters by fome acci-

dent, fell into her hands, with

fome of Pope's anfwers. As foon

as that gentleman died, Mr. Cjrl
found means to wheedle them from
her, and immediately committed
them to the prefs. This fo en-

raged Mr. Pope, that he never for-

gave her.

Not many months after our po-

etefs had been releafed from her

gloomy habitation, fhe took a fmall

lodging in Fieet-ftreet, where fhe

died on the third of February,

1730, in the fifty- fixth year of her

age, and was two days after de-

cently interred in the church of

St. Bride's.

Corinna, confidered as an an-

thorels, is of the fecond rate .

had not fo much wit as Mrs. B

or Mrs. Manley, r.or haxi fo happy
a power of intellectual painting

;

but her poetry is foft and delicate,

her letters fprightly and entertain-

ing. Her poems were published

after her death, by Curl; and two

volumes of letters which paiTed be-

tween her and Mr. Gwynnet.

Ancc-
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Anecdotes ofMonf. de Voltaire, in hif

frefent Jituaticn at Fernex in Bur-

gundy, near G.

n^HE follcnv'ng anecdotes are/aid to

be authentic ; it is, bonxie-ver, evi-

dent, ibat the colled j)- of them is not

an entbufiatic admirer oftkecchbrated

ivritfr, whom be profejjes to charac-

terize.

IN the preface to an ingenious

volume, lately publifhed, un-

der the modeft title of Bagatelles,

I lately faw the following obferva-

tion, which, my acquaintance with

Voltaire has truly, too truly veri-

fied.

" Authors are, in general, the

reverfe of all other objects ; they

magnify, by diitance ; they dimi-

nish by approach ; it reminds me
of a city built on a hill, and in per-

fpeclive ; where the towers, the

fpires, and lofty parts, are feen with

admiration; but, on a nearer ap-

proach, we difcover narrow ltreets,

little alleys, and offensive objects

perhaps ; till we are, at latt,

taught to wilh we never had quit-

ted our firft diitance ; and wilh,

tho' in vain, to be thus happily de-

ceived, as before."

As this great author had ever

in his eye, the realizing a proper

fortune to retire upon, he has,

fomehowor other, accomplished it;

for, at prefent, he poiTeiTcs a vaft

tract of land in that part of Bur-

gundy properly called the Pais de

Gex: which ltretches almoit to that

of Geneva which opens into

France, and that part of Switzer-

land bounding on the fouth-weft

fide of the lake.

It u plain, by anecdotes deliver-

ed to us from Berlin, that, during
his long rehder.ee there, and en-
joying thofe fubftantial emoluments,
which that monarch denies even
to his deliverers, the military gen-
tlemen, Voltaire at laft fo enraged
the king by perpetual accounts of
his mean behaviour ; that one
thing bringing on anoiher, i,d join-

ed to a quarrel with the great Mon-
pertuis, then at the head of the

academy of fciences in Berlin, Vol-
taire was diimifled with a j enteel

kind of difgrace ; being ordered

to leave the golden key he wore,

and to depart in twenty -four

hours.

It appeared that out of the ample
allowance of the king of Pruffia,

he had remitted every dollar home ;

though his Majefty gave him a
more ample peniion than ufual, to

juilify his affectionate choice of
this bofom friend, by fuppofing he
would diffufe it among his fub-

jedts ; and thereby gain, if not a
fettled, yet a tranfitory kind of
popularity.

The king lived to find the falla-

cy of his judgment in this particu-

lar, at leait ; and it is well known,
that this great little man, when
the court went into deep mourning
on fome near occaiion, borrowed of

fome friend a fait that fitted him,
rather than be at the expence of
making a new one.

That he was vexed to be found
out (and his good friend Monper-
tuis took efpecial care to inflame

the bin) appears by the fevere.

couplet or two left on his table,

together with the king's picture

and clef d'or ; the purport of which
was

:

" I received it with affeclion,

" I return it with diidain j

A5
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M Aa cices a once fond lover to
" his favourite,

*« When his affection is turn'd
" to hate."

This is the purport, if not the

exad Iranfl, tion. The J-:ing, as I

heard, treated it with that proper
contempt which Richard does the

hiliet put into his hands the even-

ing before the battle; which, as

Sternhold and Hopkins have it on
another occafion, may be either fung

or faid.

Voltaire was afterwards equally

well received at the court Of Man-
fceim ; aad it i ing his ftay

riere, that he wrote his tragedy of
Olympia ; and, with his ulna! ac-

curacy, lays the fcene i:i the tem-
ple of Ephefus two hundred years,

at leair, atter that famous fbuclure

was octroyed.

And this reminds me of a flrange

anfwer he gave to old general Fur-

itinberg at the fame court ; who,
giving him an hint, and with great

diffidence to fo great an author ;

that a certain battle in his Hiftory

©f the war, was marked down as in

*he month of April, when really it

happened in October ; made an-

fwer, " Well fool ! it was fought

then ; no mat: ' What
dependence on fuch a volatile hif-

torian ?

The fame general was in Eng-
land, as engineer-genera! to the

HefTians ; was governor to the

prefent landgrave, daring his mi-
nority ; had great ran^ at the

eleflor palatine's, as commandant
of Manheim; and yet could not

efcapc me pointed ribaldry of our

great author.

One fmall circum fiance at the

court of Berlin ieems nedeifary,

ere I drop the curtain there; that,

a 5 it came out afterwards, his ma-
jelly certainly availed bimfelf (and

perhaps it was his original view in

the laid invitation) of his flay there,

to form certain odes, fince made
public under the title of Philofophe

fans Stucie ; and which, if not

Voltaire's, were corrected by him ;

on the quarrel the fecret appeared,

and Voltaire was rude enough :o

fay, '* I was his old washerwoman,
and was fent for only to clean his

dirty fheets."

Having been fo long nccuftom-

ed to dethrone kings and over-

throw empires on paper, he thinks

himlelf jul'.ified in realizing thefe

his chimeras ; and this has been
but a too general complaint at all

ts, that the mini (try could rot

quietly go on in their work fur

him.

When he left the court palatine,

he retired to his new purchafe near

Geneva. Various were the reafons

given for his Jifaation ; namely,

that he could dodge his persecutors

from one country to another ; be-

ing in an hour either in Geneva,
Switzerland, or Savoy. But where

fuch property is, the ftake is too

great—for his perfon he would lefs

value than an inch of his acquifi-

"tions.

No author but himfelf ever per-

hr.ps knew how to out-wit bool:-

fellers ; even thofe of Holland

have felt his fuperiority of traffic ;

nay, while he has fold a copy at

Paris, he wo> Id re-fell the fame to

others at Leipfig, the Hague, Bruf-

fi-!s, Ltige, Francfort, and elfc-

where ; with the addition only of a

new title-page, or different intro-

duction.

He has a rented houfe, on the

territory of Geneva, which he

feldom vifits ; and ;he real caufe of

diilikc
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diilike was being prevented exhi-

biting a play there to the marfhal

duke de Richlieu ; for at the in-

fant, (which made the flight

more confpicuous) they were go-

ing to lift the curtain, a caveat in

form came from the Hates, and

too powerfully attended to be gain-

iaid.

At Fernex, his place of resi-

dence, he found a large old French

chateau, which he razed to the

ground ; and in its Head, has e-

retted a very noble feat-like houfe

;

but preserving fome aukward gate-

ways, and turrets, the beauty of

the building is much deformed on

that front which faces the great

road to Gex ; and the back front

is only vilible to thofe walking

there.

Notwithstanding his long flay in

England, and his pretended atten-

tion to, and afFeftation of our rafle

in planting, building, and garden-

ing, every part of his demefne is

equally Frenchified as any citizen's

plat of ground in the environs of

Paris. All his woods are Cut into

walks flar-fafhion ; and all the va-

riety confills in its being a liar cf

greater or lefs magnitude, with

more or fewer rays.

Being the firft pofTeffions he ever

enjoyed, he takes all methods at

table to inform his guefls that

every difh comes 01T the tcrritoire
;

and as a gallows is the mark of a

feigneurie or manor in France, he

is not wanting alfo to inform you
that he has as many potences as

would firing half the monarchs in

Europe : and who, as he often fays,

deferve no other or better exalta-

tion.

He feems fond (politically fo,

perhaps, becaule the Engliih at

Geneva are his befl friends in ail

kind of fubferiptions, witnefs his

edition of Corneille) to recount
the honours he received, and con-
nexions he made in England ; and
recounts that one evening all the

genius's were aiTcmbled in compli-
ment to him, at the earl of Peter-
borough's on Parfon's Green. As
he had read and admired Addi-
fon's works, more than any other,

he was happy to plant himfelf near
fo great a man, himfelf being then
a itripling.

It fo happened our Englifh au-
thor was in one of his fits of taci-

turnity, but had drank too much,
even fo as to be obliged to dis-

charge fome fhare of what he had
loaded his ftomach with; when the

evening ended, and the company
feparating, Voltaire waited on Mr.
Addifon to the coach ; confefled

his obligation at having had the

honour to fit fo near him all the

time; but added, "That he was
forry to fay the befl thing which
came out of his mouth that night
was the claret."

It was at the fame time he claims
the merit of furnilhing Mr. Poos
with the metaphor cf his 2pe in

fill EiTay on Man ; and even fay5,

thru many other of the belt philo-

fophical maxims were his own

;

particularly all that portion of the

third effay, which gives the hiftory

of natural gcverrn.cnt.

However hi.-> pen now may be
unequal to trails of length or foli-

dity , his vein for the bon-mot
and quick repa.'tee remains, and
moll likely will to the laft ; one
proof of this will i'erve lor the pre-

fent.

At the rehearfal of one of his

own tragedies, Mr. Gamer, book-

ieller
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feller at Geneva (and Voltaire's the fame change of ideas, change
own iinmc [aft publiflier) was fi- the fcenes too; and equally ima-
nilhin^ ,ii:> fart, uhich was to end gine the bufmefs of three days 10

be comprized into three hours ; as

that incidents of time and chance

fhould fall into the compafs of

three hours ; which it is impof-

fible fhould have occurred in as

many days.

But as French tragedy all cen-

with ioine dying fentences; when
Vokaire, all defpotic over thofe

he thinks his dependants, cries

out aloud, ** Cramer, you lived

like a prince for the four preced-

ing ads, but at the fifth you die

like a bookltlier." Dr. Tronchin,

the Boerhaave of this age, being ters in palace-plot, and cabinet-

prelent, could not help in kind- confpiracy ; and as all their fpe-

refs interfering ; adding withal, cies of comedy falls into the path
•• Why, Monf. de Voltaire, can of parlour - intrigue, their itage

you ever exped to have gentle- may flill fupport this folly half a

men to be at this expence or dref- century longer. The Englifh be-

fes, and fatigue of getting fuch ing by their nature Ubiquarians,

long parts, if you thus continue to and feldom in one place long,

muft have painted canvafs as quick

as their ideas, or they would iail

aileep.

To return to our little theatre

at Fernex, the attendants are made
up of the butler, coachman, groom,
&;c. I have caught the laughing

dairy-maid in the habit of a prief-

tefs : and the old cook was found

upbraid them r On the contrary,

1 think they all defcrve the great-

eft encouragement at your hands ;

and, as to my friend Cramer, I

declare, that, as far I am a judge,

he dies with the fame dignity he

lived." Voltaire, who deceits ad-

vice, or being informed by an in-

ferior (for an author is, in his eye,

beyond even an ./Efculapius were in the fad of being for that night

he living) made this cooi anfwer ; a youne veftal.

Pr'ythee, dodor, when you have

got kings to kill, kill them your

own way ; let me kill mine as 1

pleafe."

Mr. Voltaire's theatre is in one

of his out-offices., is neatly fitted

But uhat abates the whole plea-

fure, is the frequent and outra-

geous interruptions of Mr. Vol-

taire, who, when any paffage goes

wrong, never fails to proclaim

it: and will crofs the fla^e in his

up, and may contain two hundred night-cap and gown to fcold at

perfons ; two changes of fcenes an- an emprefs, or pull the cap of a

fwer all the ends of French tragedy queen.

or comedy ; tho' they begin to fol- Great wits, fays a great author,

low the Englifn cultom of late, and are furely allied to madnefs ; one

think unity of time and place not would imagine this who faw our

eflential in the leaft to good plays. epic-writer on fuch a night. 1 re-

Indeed, if my fancy ilretches fo member his coachman not enter-

far, as one night to imagine a par- ing time enough to lay him down
eel of deal planks to be Athens, gently in the hour of death, in the

the next evening Paris, and the character of a Turkifh flave, he

day after old Rome j I may, by changed his tragedy part into.

comic
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comic reafoning ; and vvhimfically

aflced him tor a receipt in full of

all demands ; " for I am fure," faid

Voltaire, " I mull be in your debt,

or you would not have uled me
fo, as to let me die thus like a

beggar."
Alter the molt ferious conclu-

fion of a tragedy, or refined finifh-

ing of a comedy, this great man
renders him felt truly little, by

fome jell to the audience, lower,

if pcflible, than a merry-ami;

at Bartholomew fair.

And lb little does he think mu-
fic a part of the entertainment,

that, when Mr. Hayes, now mat-

ter of the king's band in Dublin,

made up a pleating let in his or-

cheftra, he always fhortened their

ingenuity by the warning-bell; or

would be laughing in the pit or

boxes with ladies fo very loud,

as to drown all efforts of har-

mony.
This is rather the move furprif-

ing, as he pays great attention to

his niece, madame Dennis ; who
plays the harplichord equal, if not

fuperior, to any profelibr of the

fcience.

And, fince I have mentioned

one lady of his houlhold, I am
called upon to inform the reader

that the defcendant of the great

Corneille was at the eve of her fti-

pend, as a penfioner in fome con-

vent in France ; when he, with no
fmall labour, found her out ; and
having married her to a French
officer, one Depuy, Voltaire feem-

ingly publilhed Corneille's works
by fublcription, to make her a for-

tune equal to her hufband ; but,

irom many other concurrent cir-

cumftances in his liie of avarice

and penury, I do really beiieve

Voltaire fhared the profits, which

I hear amounted to near 5000 1.

iterling.

When we confider how many
crowned heads efpoufed this un-
dertaking, this fum lefs furprizes ;

but this we know, that where (as

the emprefs -queen .for inftance)

any great perfonage fubferibed for

an hundred, and only in polite-

nefs took one copy, he fold all the

reft at a market price, and fo traf-

ficked with the generofity of his

belt friends.

The young couple live under his

roof; and, tho' never married him-
felf, yet does he love to fee others

happy in that Irate ; having, as I

heard him fay, joined together

eighteen couple of fervants, during
his refidence at Fernex : fcavce

then above five years.

He has other good houfes on his

eftates ; fuch as Tournaye, Sec. for

the French mark their tmalleft de-

mefnes with a chateau ; tho' per-

haps the faid building fhall never
be furnifhed or finifhed.

Under thefe articles of finifhing

and furnifhing, no houfes are per-

haps fo infufferably defective as

the country - houfes in France:
thofe who can afford to have two
houfes (namely, town and country)

fend all their belt moveables to

Paris ; while thofe whefe circum-
fcribed fortunes never permit them,

that advantage, live in farms

;

which, being tricked off with a few
turrets and pinnacles, bear the

name of chateau always.

From this vanity of a little piece

of property, occurs that perpetual

jumble in the names of families, fo

as hardly to be able ever to diftin-

guifh one branch from another :

for fhould a lord of a manor have
ten fons, one takes the name of

Dubois (of the wood) ; a fecond

de
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de la Haye (of the hedge) ; a third

de la 1 our, (of the lower) ; a

fourth de la Fountaine (of the

fountain) ; till, after every part of

the houfe and garden is ranfacked

for a frefh appellation, Ihould the

good lady bring another, they

would call him, rather than not

give fome Nom de (iucrre at the

chriftening, de la Jartiere, from
one of hi; mother's garters.

But to return to Fernex : the

pari(h chu.ch forming part of the

quadrangle or grand cour to the

olu chateau ; and Voltaire being,

thereby intercepted a view of the

lake, fairly fawed the church in

two, without any fpiritual licence

for to doing ; or, without a with

your leave or by your leave of the

bifhop or dean ; but, as a falvo to

the injury, he has put in very large

capitals, diltinguifhable from the

great read to the town of Gex (and

{0 purpofely intended) thefc words:

Deo Erexit Voltaire.

Many epigrams, fonnets, and

madrigals have been wrote on the

occafion, but not one worthy of in-

fertion ; fuffice it, that as the rule

of his conduct is, in general, every

fchool-boy can throw his fquib of

animadverfion.

On the diffolution of the order

of jefuits, and of courfe their dif-

iipation, Voltaire felecled one to

be his table-companion, and fel-

low chefs-player. The poor Pere

Adam (that is his name) is forced

to eat his pudding, and hold his

tongue ; for never was a Welfh
curate fo much the butt of his

fquire's arrows, as is this chaplain

of his.

I give him a title here Voltaire

never intended him j but I know

that the accidental refidence of
this jefuit in his houfe, has fre-

quently given an handle for many
to think and fay, that, however
ludicrous our epic is in public,

that in private he is not without

his fears ; which he proves by
having this reverend chaplain in.

his houfe and at his elbow ; whore-

as it is well known, that both the

vefpers and mactins of Mcnf. de
Voltaire are chefs and back-gam-
mon, piquet or a game at qua-

drille.

When he invited the poor Pere

Adam to his houfe, it is faid he

was ingenuous enough to add, " if

you can dare to live with a man
who profeffes himfelf to have no
religion at all, or, if any thing, is

a lirifter difciple of Confucius than

you can be of your humble mafter,

then come to me."
He feldom goes to bed till day-

break, drinking coffee almofl eve-

ry half hour, and playing at

chefs ; next day he is never vilible

till noon, and then difagreeably

fo ; having but too often a dirty

banjan, an unpowdered tye-wig,

with the knots before ; and a cap

over that, either of filk or velvet

embroidered ; and being naturally

haily and wafpiih, 1 am often

reminded of Lear as reprefented

in a flrolling company, where the

wardrobe furnilhes the fame fuit

for that infane king, as for the

Mahomet of fome Turkifn tragedy,

incomplete at leafl, and at belt

very fhabby.

The jefuit refiding with

Monf. de Voltaire being rather

a man of flight, than finking

genius, often gives this head

of the family an handle to make
him the butt of converfation ;

however, the Pere Adam follows

the
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the old adage of, " eating his pud-

ding, and holding his tongue."

Voltaire fays of him often, II eji

Pere Adam, tnais pas le premier des

btmmes. He may be Father Adam,
but is fat- from being the firit of

men.
To draw up the curtain of Ber-

lin once more (which feemed al-

ready dropt) I fhould inform the

reader that .Vfaupertuis and he had

a real quarrel, and what the king

of Pruflia began in a political jeft,

had near ended in a very fenous

manner.

Indeed, the phlegmatic difpofi-

tion of Maupertuis, (a Norman)
was a proper fubject for the king,

in his hours of humour and raillery,

to play off his artillery on, by means
of the laid Maupertuis, againft the

vivacity of a Frenchman born Ibuth-

ward, and differing more from the

northern French in the ieveral pro-

vinces of Normandy, Bn'tany, An-
jou, &c. than perhaps any country

in the globe.

To return, matters were carried

fo high, that Maupertuis fent a

challenge to Voltaire, then fick in

bed. The exacl words of his invi-

tation to the field of battle I never

faw, but his anfwer was almoit in

thele words.

Monfieur de Maupertuis.

SIR,

I had the honour of your chal-

lenge, which I would gladly have
accepted had you given me the

choice of my own weapons ; being
ill a-bed, a fyrhige would have
been the molt proper inftrument

;

and that, from your known huma-
nity, I do exped to receive from
your fkilful hands.

Vol. X.

But I muft alfo obferve to you,

that a piftol ball will kill me, but

can have no effeel on you ; lead

will allimilate with your brain ;

and therefore are we not on an e-

qual footing ?

I am, with all refpect,

VOLTAIRE.

The quarrel, by thefc means*
ended like that of Dr. Caius and
Sir Hugh Evans. It became a
party-affair of the moft laughable
kind ; fo that the very boys dt"

Berlin upbraided Monf. de Mau-
pertuis, for not fending a iquirt to

Mont", de Voltaire, initead of a

challenge with ball and piftol.

To return to out lord paramount
at the chateau de Fen-ex, where he
may be truly called iuch ; the gay
part of Geneva take delight in vi-

fiting him ; but as he knows what
is reiated to them will reach the
ears of their magifiracyj he never
fails faying the fevereft things an
irritated genius can invent.

A gentleman's equipage not
ccming punctually, who was on a
vifit to him, he afked if the coach-
man was a Genevite ; and being
anfwered in the affirmative, he re-

plied, "Oh! there the very fer-

vants are kings j no wonder you
are fo tyrannically ufed.'*

At another time, (the reader muft
obferve that Geneva has no terri-

tory) he iaid, fuppofing each free-

citizen of this great republic had a
fhirt, and would lend it on the oc~

cafion, they might cover their do-
minion with their own linen.

His houfe is a receptacle for all

foreigners ; and, as every fuch vi-»

fitor ftrains his genius to entertain

him, no wonder, by fuch a quick
fu«cefGon of all the feveral inhabi-

F i;.l
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tants of the four quarters of the

world, that Voltaire lias fuch an

umverfal knowledge cf mankind.

His conversation among men ge-

nerally turns (and too unhappily

fo) on blalphemous fubjeds ; and

(which argues a great want of po-

litenefs) he generally increafes this

vein if any churchmen are prefent ;

nay, according to their rank, he

augments or decreases his Tallies of

what he falfely calls pleafantry.

Thus a itory which would be a

good one for a poor cure or abbe,

mull be enriched for a mitred brow

or cardinal ; and pere Adam (the

good fimple Jefuit) whatever little

he may fay on the occafion, pays

it off in thinking.

Yet, to keep up appearances, he

has given an altar to the church

adjoining to his houfe, and fome

rich veftments to the facrifly ; and

will, occafionally, attend the fer-

vice ;
particularly on a wedding,

which fhall happen in his own
family.

The archbifilop of Troyes din-

ing with him one day, Voltaire

was, as ufual, playing off all his

artillery againft the prelate, who
was alio a cardinal. The good di-

vine immediately became the gen-

tleman, and faid, " the world have

fuch obligations to men of genius,

that a particular allowance is ever

made to them, in return for their

productions; though 1 don't doubt

yet but Monf. de Voltaire will be

a good convert to us before he

dies." Voltaire immediately an-

fvvered, " My lord 1 if ever I am
made a convert of, it mud be, like

St. Paul, on horfeback."

With ladies, he is rather inde-

cent; as with the church, he is but

$00 apt to be ludicrous. lVla.;iy o*

his late woiks will verify this ; an<$

I rather think that the fweepings

of his brain, fo lately published,

are more owing to his flattering

bookfeller and his wife, who, like

F r in Dublin, never care if

Voltaire or Dean Swift fuffer, fo>

he or they can have venifon in the

proper feafon.

The Jalie a manger at Voltaire's

is very dirty in general. And you
will fee fervants waiting in waift-

coats, and women at work (in not

the molt delicate of needle employ-
ment) while company of the firft

rank are at dinner. But his draw-
ing-froom, and other apartments,
make ample amends for this care-

lelsnels ; fcarce any ncbleman
having a more elegant fuit cf

chambers, either for ftate or con-
venience.

« You would be furprifed to fee on
what fcraps of paper he writes his

belt hints for material works. I

am amazed he can rind them in the

diilipated manner they lie. While
he writes he always fits with his

back to the fire ; which is, per-

haps, to fave his eyes.

When he does drefs (which is

rare) no man produces a more va-

riegated wardrobe: but fo eccen-

tric is he, that, in a fuit. of velvet

and embroidery, I have feen him
join the dance of fome fervants in

the hall, on hearing the violin give
the fummons.
Dm let me not dare by thefe mi-

?iutic£ to think of lefiening the va-

lue of fo great a matter of the pen.

On the contrary, Dean Swift had,

in his private hours, more of this

vein than even Voltaire ; defend-
ing often to chufe mere trifles, in

order the better, perhaps, to rife

in fentiment afterwards. Pope cer-

tainly
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tainly means this, when he fo ele-

gantly pays this compliment to lord

Uolingbroke

:

*' Teach me, like thee, in various

nature wife,

*' To fall with dignity, with tem-

per rile."

There is a monarchical, JefpoHc

ftate in this great man, which ap-

pears in his minutelt actions. Thus,

at table, he never comes in with the

reft of the company ; but will de-

lay about any trifle ; and, on en-

trance, loves to recall ail the difhss,

and disturb every part of' the table

with placing and mif-placing them,

after every one elfe has been fatif-

fied ; which is rather difagreeable,

when the appetite of others has

been fatisfied ; nothing being fo

Unwelcome as the remnants of dim-
es half fpoiled, and fcraps of deli-

cacies; which, by thefe means, no

longer are fuch.

Land being cheap in this part

of Burgundy (called properly the

paes dt Gex) it is amazing what a

quantity of acres he has on his

feitate ; and he feems to value him-

felf on this, in preference to a

fmaller fhare of territory more cul-

tivated.

He pretends to fhew a turn for

Englifh improvements, from ob-

fervations he madej or pretended

to make in England, when he was
there. But the attachment to

French ornaments ftill prevails j

and a flower-plat and fountain are,

to him, greater embelliihments
than all the woods and waters of a

Chatfworth, a Caft!e-Howard, or

a Sturton.

His favourite work is the Pucelle

d'Qrleans ; which, in fac>, is the

Hudibras of the French poetry and

language. His picture is often

drawn looking on his Henriade,
but I believe he has not that af-

fection for it he has for many other
of his performances.

Being afked which of his trage-

dies he moll afFecled, he replied *

Olympia ;
" for the fame reafon,"

fays he, ''that a man is proud of
having a child at feventy-fivc."

He has many carriages, accord-

ing to the French cuftom, but not

one fit to ride in. No nation (ele-

gant as they are at Paris in thefe

conveniences) is fo carelefs diftanc

from the metropolis. If you are

carried, or (as is the common ex-

preflion) lifted out of the dirt, it is

all they think of; ftained linings,

ragged fringes, broken windows,
make up the fum of a French coun-
try equipage ; and Mr. Shandy (in

a late volume) gives this under his

hand in his oblervations, during a

French perambulation.

Though Voltaire never would
accent 2 title from any monarch,

yet does he much attach himfelf to

perfonages fo adorned ; nay, in the

very opening of his letters, he will

give a preference of reading to thefe

with ducal coronets over thofe of

common earls, vifcounts, or barons.

He complains much of an un-

conquerable dfynefs in his habit of

body ;
" which," fays he, *« one

day or other, mult end me ;" as

if but for that he might live a cen-

tury longer ; and I am told, that

in illnefs no man is fo afraid of the

devil's claws as himfelf; infomuch,

that the moft ignorant and mendi-

cant priefl can, at that time, have

a fway over him, which, in perfect

health, the infallible head of the

church would fail of.

The many prefents from the

great, of wine, and every delicacy

F i which
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which fo many different countries

afford, allow him to keep a better

tabic than many of his equals in

fortune ; and, whether their favours

arife from fear or love, he is equal-

ly gainer.

Moft people think him, at leafr,

twenty years older than he really

is ; appearing on the theatre of
life fo early (for he published at

rixteen) many imagine him a man
from that a;ra ; when, in fad, he

was only a ftrippling. Nor do I

now believe him to be above Se-

venty.

However, being one of the gen-
tlemen of the bed-chamber to the

king, his age may eafily be afcer-

tained ; for a mart cannot enter on
fuch a poll till of certain age ; and,

by the date of his commiffion, it

will appear when he obtained that

honour.

His affection to the cleclor- pa-

latine leems beyond that of any
other monarch ; he refided with

him a year under his roof at Man-
hcim, and had every honour of a

prince of the blood ; but mingling
in politics, the minority there

grew jealous of him ; and fo he

retired to his territory near Ge-
neva.

The elector had feveral bulls of

him executed by Mr. Verchetfel,

the moft eminent ftatuary now liv-

ing, and who is governor of the

fculpture academy at Manheiin

;

but, to keep him in good humour,
fome ladies of the court were always

near him, or he would not have

had patience to go through the ce-

rentony of a model.

Jn fhort, he is fuch a mixture of
dignity and littlenefs; fuch aeon-
traft of the trifler and man of judg-

ment; that he feems, as Falllarr

lays fo wittily of himfelf., a double

man. As his various works prove

him the great man, 1 have only

touched on thole anecdotes which

fhew him in another light ; per-

haps, unknown to the world, and
which, blended with his other cha-

racter, make him as he is a

mortal man ; and not that deity

the minor writers would fain raife

him to.

If 1 have been too fevere, attri-

bute it to a punctuality in my na-

ture ; and when he dies, let us fay

of him what prince Henry faid o-

ver even his enemy :

" Thy ignominy fleep with thee

in the grave,
•* But not remember'd in thy epi-

taph."

By ignominy, I mean his tmiver-

fal diflike to all religion ; in which
he is not content (for this I could

forgive him) to think only ; but

he loves to vent his opinion in pub-
lic; and the world are left to judge,

with the attachment people are too

apt to have towards men of genius,

what an infinite number of profe-

lytes he is capable of drawing to

himfelf in thefe days of libertinifra

and diffipation.

Being exiled the kingdom cf

France (fome people only fay, the

court) he paft over to England, the

fureft, as the happieil afylum, to a

gentleman and a genius. He raif-

ed fubferiptions there, unknown to

any native ; and which in an ene-

my's country might, or is, indeed,

called contributions.

On his wifhing to return home,
on fome private affairs, he flrongly

folicited the then French miniltry

to obtain leave for fuch a favour to

himfelf; but, however publicly his

majefty might approve and coun-

tenance
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tenance fuch recall, the revengeful

minillers were not lb eaiily recon-

cileable, but became very rtrenuous

oppofers of it. But Voltaire (ever

an over-match in politics and ge-

nius, for thefe his enemies of Hate)

wrote to force powerful friends in

Germany, and fuddenly got him-

felf inverted with a public charac-

ter ; I think it was either frcm the

electorate of Cologne, or prince

biihop of Liege.

On obtaining this rank, he im-
mediately fee off for the court of

Verfailles, having previcufly got

his credentials acknowledged be-

fore he prefented himfelf in pub-
lic. •
On his firrt appearance, the

reader may well imagine what a

buzz there was throughout the

drawirg room of fuch an inquifi-

tive court ; and of courfe, his old

enemies, from curiofuy, and not

affedion, incircled him, and began,

as ufual, their congratulations, each

equally endeavouring to exculpate

himfelf, and in general, themfelves,

from any hand in his baniihment.

After hearing what they all had to

offer, he faid :
*' Ey being thus

exiled my country fo long, I am
incapable of underrtanding your
language now, with precision.

But, if you will talk with my
fecretary here (or any of my train)

they will inform me, when I get

home, what kind fervices you mean
to me."

His pardon was foon after feal-

ed, and it is faid, that, by this in-

folence of his, as alfo his being
honoured with a M^blic character,

(in which department he might e-

qually ferve or injure them) that

the very miniftry, once his ene-
mies, were now the firrt leaders to

his pardon.

At Manheim (where he refided

after his difgrace at Berlin, if it

nay be fo called, when he chofu
his own dilmiflion) he behaved
with iuch imperioufnefs, or ab-
fence of" mind, that when the elec-

tor, who would honour him often
with a vifit in his apartments,
and even by his own appointment
waited on him, he would pretend
not to know him ; and, but for

that fovereign's infuperable bene-
volence, the friendihip muft have
ended.

A certain Englifh oculift being
at Berlin during Voltaire's refi-

dence there, I will in few words
introduce an anecdote of this che-
valier, profeffor and member of
all the academies in Europe ;

which, as it is connected a little

with Voltaire, is not outraie in this

letter.

His majefty of Pruffia, for fome
reafons, held ihe Englifh then at

arm's length, and was fo little de-
firous of pleafing the country in

genera], that he would hardly be
civil to any particular part of it,

though backed with title, or of-

fices of Hate. Lord D , Earl
St. 1, the Duke of St. ,

and many great commoners, were
then in the city of Berlin, but ne-

ver once invited to court. Nay,
fo flighted were they, that on the

Parade (the general refort of all

foreigners, while the guard mounts)
the king would publicly lay to ge-
neral Keith and lord Marfhal,
" What! are your countrymen not
gone yet?" Obferve, as a further

proof of his revenge ; his ambafla-
dor at Paris, and the French am-
baflador to his court, were both
attainted peers of this kingdom ;

namely, the lords Marlhal and
Tyrconnel ; as the own and only

F 3 brother
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brother of ihc former was at that

time alfo commander in chief of

all h ; 5 forces. But to the point:

at the time the Englifh nobility

were thus uhimlically excluded the

court, our chevalier oculilt was
publicly admitted : nay, to render

it more latirical againft us,

double honour, Superior to \\hat a

perion or that rank delerved, how-
ever his ufual vanity might deiire,

or perhaps expect it. Obferve,

that the faid doctor was then

itrongly fufpected of being em-
ployed by our miniflry, as a pri-

vate obferver on the actions of fe-

veral princes ; and his profeffion

gave him thefe opportunities, as

he was perpetually fluctuating be-

tween one court and another, and
admitted to their prefence.

The oculilt being introduced to

the king, his majefly (with his u-

fual pojitenefs) afked him what fa-

vours he could confer on him, being

ready to diftiuguifh all men of e-

minence like himfelf. The doctor

only delired to have the honour of

being oculift to his m y ; and

which, to make fhort of, the king

readily granted ; adding, «' as [

do not love to fufpend any one's

happinefs long, be at court to-

morrow early, and your patent

fhall be ready."

The chevalier (flufhed with this

unexpected promife,) now appear-

ed at court as by royal command
;

but notwithstanding a double pa-

of lacqueys and equipage, on

his approach the king faid, *« You
defire co be my oculift—there is

your patent ; you muft take the

ufual oaths on thefe occafions : that

done, come to me again."

On reporting to the king that all

neceffary forms were gone through,

h!s majeily faid :
u

. You defired to
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be my oculift— you are fo ; my
eyes want no afliftance ;— yet arc

you my oculift;— but, if you touch

the eyes of one of my fubjects, I

will hang you up. 1 iove my iub-

ject< equally as myfelf."

Tne chevalier departed (or was
rather ordered to depart) in fix

hou:s : he pleaded more time to

park up his eyes and implements,

but was refufed ; and a guard being

fet over him, he was. efcorted like

any delinquent to the borders of

Saxony, that being the country

moft contiguous. The refpect his

majefiy ieemed firft to pay him in

preference to all the Englifh, (of

which number the fmalleft was his

luperio.) now appeared a ftill

ftronger fatire againft England,
and proved that he fufpected the

chevalier's ether profeffion, in con-

junction with thofe of oculift, ora-

tor, and profeffor of every fcience.

To bring this home to Voltaire,

which was my intention, an epi-

gram appeared from his pen, no
doubt the fting of which was,
" that the king had driven out of

his dominions the only man who
could have opened his eyes."

And now, to return to Fernex

once more, where we fhall take

leave of our hero, and leave him to.

the opinion of others, no lefs than

his own opinion of himfelf ; his

great favourite is doclor Tronchin,

whom he calls his iElculapius.

The wife of his bookfeller feems

very much to rule him, and alter-

nately, one madame Relier, uhofe

hufband is a leading man in the

prefent affairs .of Geneva : a place

which Voltaire has fuch an aver-

fion to enter the walls of, that he

Jias been known to fit in his coach

at the very gates, and feod for

thofe perfons he has any bufinefs

01
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or connexion with to the windcuv-

fide, and give them an audience

with all the felf-fufficiency of an

eaftern prince.

He is fond of driving a fingle-

horfe chair, and has a roan horfe,

which the elector- palatine gave

him at Manheim, becaufe it hap-

pened to be foaled juft under his

eye from an .Arabian mare.

He will fometimes drive more
madly than Phaeton, and then at

once falls into a folemnicy of pace,

as if compofing fome great work.

An Englifh gentleman who flept

one night at his houfe, begged a

book of him to amufe him when
he rofe in the morning : on which
Voltaire gave him his Pitcelle d'Or-
leans ; adding, ** A virgin in my
houfe is no fmall rarity."

Methinks, I fee him now with
his whip in his hand, calling the

whole houfe to go a hunting fa la

chajjfe, a la cbajfe) and when he had
affembled every body, it was only
to walk round his houfe, and brufh

down the fpiders and their webs,
which the fervants had neglected,

among the pillars of each portico

of his building.

He will talk much of what the

writers will fay after his death ; and
often hints, that the converfation
of Monfieur de Voltaire on his

death-bed, cooked up by fome Je-
fuit, will be a moll delicious mor-
fel for the Paris bookfellers ; « and
the rafcals will pick up many a
good meal of my bones," fays he,
" bare as [ am."

His kitchen garden at Fernex is

very large and convenient, but di-
vided and fubdivided fo often by
walls, looks rather unfightly : an
open plat of ground would be too
much expofed to heat, perhaps, to

forward culinary productions ,- the

frequent walls may rather create a

neceffary fhade.

His love of dates, fweet oranges,

and pomegranates, is very parti-

cular. Obferve in the fouth of
France, that the orange being
grafted on the pomegranate gives

it a fine colour; and he will often

hold it up, and fay, ** This muft
have been the forbidden fruit."

His favourite productions in our

language are, Garth's Difpcnfato-

ry ; Prior's Henry and Emma ;

Pope's Prologue to Cato ; and the

fmalleft .works of Pope: but as to

Shakefpear and Milton, he can

hardly fpeak of them with any de-

gree of patience.

As he writes much from hear-

fay, no wonder he is fo fubjeel to

errors in chronology, and even

fafts. In a late production of his,

which he calls Ostites, or Tales, he

declares, when writing a critique

on the play of the Orphan, that

Chamont, as a proof of the barba-

rity of the Englifh itage, afks his

filler, the fair and virtuous Moni-
mia, if fhe has not loft her maiden-

head ; and affirms, that Polydore

twice pulls his beloved and lovely

orphan by the hair of her head

acrofs the ftage.

Whether any young Englifh

gentlemen, from defign or igno-

rance, drew him into the fcrape of

committing this to the prefs I can-

not fay; but fo it is—and I wifh

fome comic genius of our ifland

did not do it purpofely to expofe

him, as, having endeavoured, or

rather dared, as th:y would call it,

to draw a picture of the Englifh

Itage, without ever knowing its

mere out-lines.

In his obfervations on the trage-

dy of Hamlet, (a play he utterly

defpifes) he has hit on a blunder of

F 4 our
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our great Englifh dramatic writer,

uhich I could v\ifh had not been

fo vifible : viz.

*' And now," fays he, " the

firit adt ends with the king giving

his royal orders (and which mull

never be difobeyed) to fire all the

cannon round the ramparts, two

hundred years hefore gunpowder
was invented."

The famous foliloquy of, '• To
be, or not to be," he has varioufly

burleiqued ; as thus

:

M To dance, or not to dance,
*.' To drink, or not to drink,

f- To drefs, or not to drefs,

f* To ride, or not to ride,

«' To pay, or not to pay,
* e To fing, or not to fing ; that

is the queflion."

On an Englifh gentleman's tak-

ing leave of him, to go to London,

he faid : " Well Sir ! I will come
and fee you when you are got home
—but that is after I am dead : there

are above twenty ghofts in the tra-

gedy of Macbeth, why fhould I

not be one among them."
On addreffing a lady, who had

jufl lain in, he faid, " And who
was your midwife ?" On her tell-

ing him Dr. B r, a man,

he fmiled ; and faid, " Well! give

my relpefts to your hufband, and

tell him he is half a cuckold."

He gives no regular livery; fo

that his fervants often wearing that

of the laft place they lived at, have

, the appearance of feveral gentle-

men's fervants attending as on a

vifit to him.

He is fond of hawks ; and as the

adjacent Alps, and the vafl chain

of mountains, known by the name
of Mont Jura* afford various fpe-

cies of thefe birds, his houfe is a

menagerie of that kind ; and he

w|ll fprneumes. amufe himfelf, with

letting them fly at a pigeon or a
tame fowl, about his houfe, calling

them kings, who tear the innocent

fubjecls to pieces.

His houie was built by an archi-

tect of Geneva, called Billion ; bus

in this, he was only the bricklayer

or fone-mafon, for the model is

very common all over France.

Though he is of a noble family,

yet is he ever fhy of mentioning it

;

nor can any one learn what part

of France he was born and bred
in : perhaps, he thinks, if too ma-
ny particulars were known, that it

would be publifhed before his

death, as dying fpeeches often are,

and he would not wifh to hear he

was fo near dying.

His love of Englifh humour is fo

ftrong, that he will invite the mo ft

emmon and blackguard (lories;

and by taking proper memoran-
dums of them, one would think he

meaned to new drefs them, and
thereby make them his own, in

fome future book of tales.

A certain Englifh general officer

led fo diilipated a life, that he often

drank tokay of a guinea a quart,

even when alone. Upon which

his lady would often fay, rt My
dear general, whatever you do for

the honour of the crown, and in

compliment to ftate days, do not

drink fuch expenfive wine when by
yourfelf; for what mufl your poor

children do?" 'f Oh!" fays the

general, " I am eafy as to that,

let them fmell at the corks."

It being neceflary to tap him
fome time after for the dropfy, he

went through the operation like a

foldier ; but afking what the fur-

geons had found, and they reply-

ing water, he faid, " How can

that be ? I never drank a drop of

water in all my life. But how
long
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long will it be before I muft be

tapped again?" On being anfwer-

ed fix months, he replied, " It is

impolTible ! no veffel in my houfe

ever held above fix weeks."
In lhort, his life was fo profli-

gate, that his lady at laft faying,
«* Why ! general, ycu will not

leave a milling to bury you :" he

anfwered; " Oh! I'll ftink them
into good manners." Voltaire rub-

bed his hands for joy, immediately

fet pen to paper, and an elegant

tale on that fubject, with all the

Englilh b ns mots, is now to be feen

at Fernex.

But again I repeat, and ever

fhall, that, with all thefe little-

neffes, he is at intervals the very

greater! genius of this century.

When he does compofe, which is

rare, he is fo amazingly attentive,

that he has been kno<vn to write a

fcve aft tragedy in as many days
;

and I have heard him lay of come-
dy, that he could write it fafter

than any aclors could reprefent it,

if he had good and quick fecreta-

ries.

With refpefl to the building at

Fernex, (was it not for having
committed the folly of prefeivi g
the gateways, and fome towers

capped with pinnacles, according
to the French manna Oi buiiuing)

it would be a very magnificent fa-

hric ; but an error of the fame na-
ture is in point, as the lawyers fay,

near Bridgewater, in Sot erfet-

fhire ; where, to keep up a gate-

way of lord Rochefler's, the build-

ing of a very great and ingenious

architect and nobleman is entirely

fpoilt, I mean earl E t.

I have no other anecdotes of
Monf. de Voltaire, but what would
offend the one or other part of
human nature, if related; I there-

fore beg to be excufed any fa .her

obfervations on fo great, or fo little

a man.

NATURAL
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NATURAL HISTORY.

Ohferz'ations upon Animals, com-

monly called Amphibious by Au-
thors. Prefented by Dr. Parfons,

F. R. S.

TH E following , remarks,

which I have the honour to

lay before this learned fociety,

were occafioned by a converfation

that parTed between me and a gen-

tleroan well acquainted with" natu-

ral hiilory, however milh.ken in

.the fubjeft before us. His opinion

was, that amphibious animals

lived more in the water than on
the land : but I believe the con-

trary will appear by the fequel of

this treatife.

If we confider the words duQi

and /3icf from which the term am-
phibious is derived ; wc fhould

understand that animals, having

this title, fhould be capable of

living as well by land or in the

air, as by water, or of dwelling in

either conftantly at will ; but it

will be difficult to find any animal

that can fulfil this definition, as

being equally qualified for either ;

and in claffing creatures of this

kind, authors are much divided,

and fometimes miitaken.

Now if any natural hiftorian

fhould deduce his dillindHon of

this clafs, from the ftructune or

characlerifiic of any part of the

animal, 1 think he would be a

?iule out of .the way ; becaufe the

term comprehends nothing but

what regards its living in both air

and water at difcretion ; however,
fince the word amphibious is a-

dopted by the writers of the hif-

tory of animals, let us retain it

0)11, and examine fome of this

clafs, and, by confidering their na-

tural ceconomy reflectively, endea-

vour to range them, according to

that ilandarc, in the following

manner. They are fuch as ;

1. Enjoy their chief functions

by land, but occafionally go into

the water.

2. Such as chiefly inhabit the

water, but occafionally go afhore.

Of the latter there are but very

few fpecies. And although none

of the winged tribe are to be rang-

ed under this clafs, yet as many
of them remain, long upon the

water in fearch of their proper

food, we fliall enumerate fome
peculiar advantages, which have

been allowed to feveral of them
by the bcuntifui wifdom of the

Creator, in order to render them
the more able to obtain it ; and
this will make one curious part of

my prefent purpofe, not generally

known.
The difpute mentioned between

my friend and me, turned upon
the clafs of the phoc«e, which con-

fifis of a very numerous tribe of

different fpecies : I fhall therefore

endeavour to fhew that none of

them
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them can live chiefly in the wa-
ters, but that their chief enjoy-

ment of the fun&ions of life is on

ihore.

Thefe animals are really qua-

drupeds ; but, as their chief food

js fifh, they are under a neceflity

of going out to fea to hunt their

prey, and to great diltances from

ihore ; taking care that, however

great the diftance, rocks or fmall

iflands are at hand, as refting

places when they are tired, or

their bodies become too much ma-
cerated in the water ; and they

return to the places of their ufual

refort to fleep, copulate, and bring

forth their young, for the following

reafon?, viz. It is well known that

the only eflential difference (as to

the general flruclure of the heart)

between amphibious and mere land

animals, or fuch as never go into

the water, is that in the former the

oval hole remains always open.

Now, in fuch as are without this

hole, if they were to be immerfed
in water for but a little time, re-

fpiration would ceafe, and the ani-

mal muft die ; becaufe a great part

of the mafs of blood pafles from the

heart, by the pulmonary artery,

through the lungs, and by the pul-

monary veins returns to the heart

;

while the aorta is carrying the

greater part of the mate to the head
and extremities, <fcc.

Now the blood pafles through

the lungs in a continual uninter-

rupted ftream, while refpi ration is

gentle and moderate ; but when it

is violent, then the circulation is

interrupted, for infpiratLr. arc ex-

piration are now carried to their

extent; and in this ftate the blood

cannot pafs through the lungs

either during the total infpiration

or total expiration of the air in

breathing ; for in the former cafe

the inflation comprefles the return-

ing veins, and in the latter, by the

collapiicn of the lungs, thefe veins

are interrupted alfo, fo that it is

only between thefe two violent ac-

tions that the blood can pals': and
hence it is that the lives of ani-

mals are fhorter.ed, and their health

impaired, when they are fubjefted

to frequent violent refpiration ; and
thus it is that in animals who have
once breathed, they muft continue

to refpire ever after ; for life is at

an end when that ceafes.

There are three neceflary and
principal ufes of refpiration in all

land animals, and in thefe kinds

that are counted amphibious ; the

firft is that o c promoting the cir-

culation of the blood through the

whole body and extremities ; in

real fifties, the force of the heart

is alone capable of fending the

blood to every part, as they are

not furnifhed with limbs or ex-

tremities ; but in the others men-
tioned, being all furniftied with

extremities, refpiration is an af-

ftftant force to the arteries in fend-

ing blood to the extremities,

which, being fo remote from the

heart, have need of fuch affiftance ;

otherwife the circulation would be

very languid in thefe parts ; thus

we fee, that in perfons fubjedt to

afthmatic complaints, the circu-

lation grows languid, the leg*

grow cold and oedematous, and
other parts fuffer by the defect in

refpiration.

A fecond life of breathing is,

that, in infpiration, the variety of

particles, of different qualities,

which float always in the air,

might be drawn into the lungs,

to
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to be infwuated into the mafs of

blood, being highly neceffary to

ccntemperate and ccol the agitated

mafs, and to contribute refined pa-

bulum to the finer parts of it, vvl.icii,

meeting with the daily (apply of

chyle, ferves to afiimilatc and more
intimately mix the mafs, and render

its conllitution the fitter for fup-

porting the life of the animal.

Therefore it is, that valetudina-

rians, by changing foul or unwhole-

some air for a free, good, open air,

often recover from lingering dif-

eaks.

And a third principal ufe of re-

spiration is, to promote the exhi-

bition of a voice in animals ; which

all thofe that live on the land do

according to their lpecific natures.

From thefe confiderations it ap-

pears, beyond contradiction, that

the phoc*e of every kind are under

an abfolute neceiTuy of making the

Jand their principal refidence ; but

there is another very convincing

argument why they refide on fhore

the greateft part of their time, and

that is, that the fle(h of thefe crea-

tures is analogous to that of other

l.i nd animals ; and therefore, by

over long maceration, added to the

fatigue of their charing their prey,

they would fuffer fuch a relaxation

as would deliroy them. It is well

known that animals, which have

lain long under water, are reduced

to a very laxaod even putrid itate;

and the phoca muft bail: in the air

on fhore ; for while the folids are

at relt, they acquire their former

degree of tenfion, and the vigour

of the animal is re.:ored ; and
while he has an uninterrupted

placid refpiration, his blood is re-

frefhed by the new fupply of air,

as I have explained it, above, and

he is rendered fit for his next

cruife : for adion wafles the moil:

exalted fluids of the body, more
or lefs, according to its duration

and violence ; and the reflorative

rell mu'\ continue a longer or fhor-

ter time, according to the quamity
ot the previous fatigue-

Let us now examine by what
power thefe animais are capable of
remaining longer under water than

land animals.

All theie have the oval hole open

between the right and left auricles

of the heart, and, in many, the

canal is arteriofus alfo : and while

the phoca remains under water,

which he may continue an hour or

two more or lefs, his refpiration

is (lopped, and the blood, not

finding the paffage through the

pulmonary artery free, rufhes

through the hole from the right

to the left auricle, and partly

through the arterial canal, being

a fhort paffage to the aorta, and
thence to every part of the body,

maintaining the circulation : but,

upon rifing to come afhore, the

blood finds its paffage again

through the lungs the moment he

refpires.

Tnus the fcetus in utero, during

his confinement, having the lungs

comprelTed, and confequently the

pulmonary arteries and veins im-
pervious, has the circulation of
the blood carried on through the

oval hole and the arterial canal

;

now fo far the phoca in the water

and the fcetus in utero are analo-

gous ; but they differ in other

material circumftances : one is,

that the fcetus, having never re-

fpired, remains fufheiently nou-

rifhed by the maternal blood cir-

culating through him, and conti-

nues
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nues to grow till the time of his

birth, without any want or respi-

ration during nine months con-

finement ; the phoca* having re-

fpired the moment of his birch,

cannot live very long' without it,

for the reafons given before ; and

this hole and .canal would be

clofed in them, as it is in land

animals, if the dam did nor, very

loon after the birth of the cub,

carry him into the water to teach

him, fo very frequently ; by which

practice thefe pafTages are kept

open during life ; otherwife they

would not be capable of attaining

the food defigned for them by pro-

vidence.

Another difference is, that the

phoca, as I (aid before, would be

relaxed by maceration in remain-

ing too long in the water; where-

as the foetus in ncero fufrcrs no in-

jury from continuing its full num-
ber of mc; ;hs in the fluid he

fwims in : the reafon is ; that wa-

ter is a powerful fclvem, and pene-

trates the pores of the lkins of land

animals, and in time can difiolve

them ; whereas the liquor amnii

is an infipid foft fluid, impregnated

with particles more or lels mucila-

ginous, and utterly incapable of

making the leaft alteration in the

cutis of the foetus.

Otters, beavers, and fome kinds

of racs, go occafionally into the

waters for their prey, but cannot

remain very long under water ; I

have often gone to (hoot otters,

and watched all their motions ; I

have feen one of them go foftly

from a bank into the river, and
dive down, and in about two mi-
nutes rife, at ten or fifteen yards

from the place he went in, with

a middling falmon in his mouth,
which he brought on more i 1 (hot

him, and faved the fifh whole*.

Now, as all foetufes have thefe paf-

fages open, if a whelp of a true

water - fpaniel was, immediately
after its birth, ferved as the phoca
does her cubs, immerfed in water,

to Hop refpiration for a little time
every day, I make no doubt but
the hole and canal would be kept
open, and the dog be made capa-
ble of remaining as long under wa-
ter as the phoca.

Frogs, how capable foever of
remaining in the water, yet can-

not avoid living on land, for they

relpire ; and if, as I have often

dene, a frog be thrown into a river,

he makes to the more as fall as he
can.

The lizard kind, fuch as may
be called water lizards, or lacerta;

aquaiicas, all are obliged to come
to land and depofite their eggs,
reft, and fleep ; even the croco-

diles, who dwell much in rivers,

fleep and lay their eggs on fhore

;

and, while in the wacer, are com-
pelled to rife to the furface to

breathe
; yet, from the texture of

his icaly covering, he is capable of
remaining in the water longer by
far than any fpecies of the phocs,
whofe fkin is analogous to that of
a horfe or cow.

The hippopotamus, who wade3
into the lakes or rivers, is a qua-
druped, and remains under the

water a conliderable time
; yet his

chief reiidence is upon land, and
he muft come on ihore for refpi-

ration.

The tefludo, or fea - tortoife,

though he goes out to lea, and is

often found far from land ; yet,

being a refpiring animal, cannot
remain long under water. He his

indeed a power of rendering him-
he'arier cr :.
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than the water, and therefore can

let himfeif down to avoid an ene-

my or a florin ; ye; lie is under a

neceffity of riling frequently to

breathe, for reafoas given before ;

and h.s molt uiua! fituation, while

at fea, is upon the furface of the

water, feeding upon the various

Jubilances that float in great abun-

dance every where about, him ; thefe

animals fleep lecurely' upon th^ fur-

face, but not under water, and can

remain longer at fea than any others

of this clafs, except the crocodile,

becaufe, as it is with the latter, his

covering is not in danger of being

too much macerated ; yet they

mi 1' go on fhore to copulate, and

lay their eggs.

Th; confideration of thefe is

fufficient to inform us of the na-

ture of the firft order of the clafs

of amphibious animals ; let us now
fee what is to be faid of the fecond

in our divifion of them, which are

fuch as chiefly inhabit the waters,

but occaiionally go on fhore.

Thcfe are but of- two kinds :

the eels and water-ferpents, or

fnakes of every kind. It is their

form that qualifies them for loco-

motion on land, and they know
their way back to the water at

will ; for by their ftrudture they

have a ltrong periftaltic motion, by

which they can go forward at a

pretty good rate, whereas all o-

ther kinds of filh, whether verti-

cal or horizontal, are incapable of

a voluntary loco- motion on fhore ;

and therefore, as foon as fuch fifh

are brought out of the water, after

having flounced a while, they lie

motionlefs, and foon die.

Let us now examine into the

reafon why thefe vermicular fifh,

the eel and ferpent kinds, can live

a confiderable time on land, and
the verticle and horizontal kinds die

almofl immediately when taken out
of the water: and, in this refearch,

v>e fhall come to know what analogy
there is between land animals and
thofe of the waters. All land ani-

mals have lungs, and can live no
longer than while thefe are inflated

by the ambient air, and alternately

compriffed for its expulfion ; that

is, while refpiration is duly carried

on, by a regular infpiration and
expiration of air.

In like manner, the fifh in ge-
neral have, inftead of lungs, gills*

or branchiae ; and, as in land ani-

mals, the lungs have a large por-

tion of the mafs of blood circu-

lating through them, which mud
be (lopped if the air has not a free

ingrefs and egrefs into and from
them ; fo, in fifh, there is a great

fhare of blood- veffels that pafs

through the branchise, and a great

portion of their blood circulates

through them, which mufl in like

manner be totally flopped, if the

branchiae are not kept perpetually

wet with water ; fo that, as the

air is to the lungs, in land ani-

mals, a conflant afliftant to the

circulation, fo is the water to the

branchiae of thofe of the rivers and
feas ; for when thefe are out of
the water, the branchiae very foon

grow crifp and dry, the blood-vef-

fels are fhrunk, and the blood is

obllructed in its paffage; fo, when
the former are immerfed in water4

or otherwife prevented having re-

fpiration, the circulation ceafes>

and the animal dies.

Again, as land animals would
be ddlroyed by too much macera-

tion in water, fo fifties would,

on the other hand, be ruined by
too
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too much exficcation ; the latter

being, from their general flructure

and conftitution, made fit to bear,

and live in, the water ; the for-

mer, by their conftitution and

forms, to breathe, and dwell, in

the air.

But it may be afked, why eels

and water fnakes are capable of

living longer in the air than the

other kinds of filli? this is an-

fwered, by confidering the provi-

dential care of the great Creator

for thefe and every one of his

creatures : for, fince they were

capable of locomotion by their

form, which they need not be if

they were never to go on fhore,, it

feemed necefiary that they mould
be rendered capable of living a

confiderable time on fhore, other-

wife their loco-motion would be in

vain. How is this provided for?

why in a moll convenient manner
;

for this order of fillies have their

branchiae well covered from the

external drying air, and are alfo

furnifhed with a filmy mucus,
which hinders their becoming crifp

and dry for many hours, and their

very fkins always emit a mucous
liquor, which keeps them fupple

and moift for a long time; where-

as the branchiae of other kinds of

fifh are much cxpofed to the air,

and want the iliiny matter to, keep
them moift. No*', if, when any
of thefe is brought out of the

water, ic was laid in a veflll with-

out water, he might be kept alive

a confiderable time, by only keep-

ing the gills and furface of the

fkin conftantly wet, even without
any water to fwim in.

Before I difmifs the firft part of
•my difcourfe, I mult beg your pa-
tience, while I mention fomething
that relates to a fam-ily among the

fifh kinds, which is of a middle na-

ture between the phocac, and the

real fi.ib.es of the fea, in one pecu-
liar refpeff.. This is the ciai |

the phocenas, or porpuffes, of
which there are feveral fpecivS ;

and thele have lungs, and there-

fore are forced to come up to the

furface to breath at very fhort in-

tervals ; but, when brought on
fhore, have no progrefiive loco-

motion. So that, having lungs,

they refemble the phocae, and, in

every other refpeft, the real fifties

of the fea.

Blafius, in his Anatome Anima-
lium, page 288, gives an account ot

one or thefe taken and brought on
fhore alive ; the people let him lie,

to fee how long he could live out
o.f the water ; and he continued,-

alive only about feven or eight

hours, and exhibited a kind of luf-

fing voice.

From what has been faid, it will,

I hope, appear rational, that thefe

are the only two orders that csrs

properly be deduced from the dafj
of amphibious animals ; and that

the genus's of either order are very
few in the animal world.

A letter from James. Par/ons, M D,
F. R. S. to the right honourable

the Earl cf Morton, prefdent of

tfre Royal Satiety ; on the double

horns of the rhinoceros.

My Loid

;

HEN I had the honour of
laying my natural hiftcry

of the rhinoceros before thi*

learned fociety in 1743, which is

printed in number 470, page 52;,
of the Transitions, I had not ;in

opportunity of fhewing a double

bora
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horn to the members ; I have

therefore taken this firft occaiion

to entertain the prefent members
with a fight of a noble fpecimen

ci the horns of an African rhi-

noceros, brought from the Cape

;his difference, that thefe changed
the mret for ur/cs, as imagining
thjy were rather bears than bulls;

that were thrown up by this noble
animal.

Our then worthy prefident, Mar-
of Good Hope, by my curious and tin Foikes, efquire, had feen my
worthy friend William Maguire, account of this fubject, at the end
efquire, among many ether curiofi- of which, I endeavoured, however
ties; presuming that few of the prefumptuouflv, to defend Martial's

fociety have ever feen a pair of the reading againft Bochart and the

like kind. But what renders this

fubjedr the more particular, and

worthy of obfervation, is, that by

mem:- of knowing there is a fpecies

of this animal, having always a

double horn upon the nofe, in Afri-

ca, Martial's reading is fupported

again ft the cnticifm of Bochart,

v. hi changed the true text of that

poet, in an epigram upen the

ftrength of this animal ; for when
Doinitian ordered an exhibition of

other eminent perfons mentioned ;

and defired 1 would let it be read

and printed^ which I very readily

agreed to, as his requeft did me
much honour.

Before my paper was printed;

Mrj Maittaire and Do&or Doug-
las died ; and the learned Doctor
Mead was the furviving critic,

upon this line, of the three. Upon
this occaiion, therefore, I have a

double pleafure ; firft, in amufing

wild bealts, as it was the cuftom of the prefent gentlemen with a moft

feveral emperors, the poet fays :

The rhinoceros tofs'd up a heavy

bear with his double horn :

Namqus gra^uem gemina corr.u f;c

cxtulit urjum.

and as Bochart knew nothing of a

double horn, he changed this line

both in reading and fenfe thus :

Narr.que gravi gentinum ccrnu Jic

extulit eurun.

as if two wild bulls were tcflsd up

curious fpecimen in natural hifto-

ry ; and, lecondly, in remember-
ing in this place, the nice candor

and generofity of Dr. Mead upon
that fubjecl. For, about four

months after the paper was printed;

he received a prefent of feveral cu-

rious fhe'ls, feeds, Sec. and with

them the bones of the face of a

young rhinoceros, with two horns

in Ji:u, all intire, by a captain of

an African trader, who brought

them from Angola.

As foon as he faw the horns;

into the air, by the fttong horn of he fent to invite me to breakfail,

the rhinoceros. « and 'here, in company, ingenu-

Mr. Mai'taire adopted the no- oufly gave up his pall opinion;

tion of a fingle horn, but was bf and declared for Martial ; and;

opinion that the peminum eurum of indeed, I moft add to the praife of

Bocuart ought to have been plu- that great man, that, as I w?s
ral, gemixos euros, as being more happy in being frequently at his

e'eganc ; and he was followed by houfe, 1 was witnefs to many fuch

Doctors Mead and Douglas, with inftances of the moft difinterefted

candour
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candour and generality, where any

part of fcience was the topic, a-

mong his felect friends.

This anecdote I thought proper

to mention upon the prefent occa-

sion ; nor can too much be faid to

his honour, among all lovers of

philolbphical learning. 1 am
Your lc^rdfhip's

melt obedient fervant,

James Parfons.

P. S. The dimenfions are as

follows ; viz. The length of the

anterior horn, meafuring with a

firing along the convex fore part,

is ao inches ; perpendicular height

1 8 ; circumference t\ \ at the

bafe ; the pofterior horn is in per-

pendicular height 19 \ ; circum-

ference round the bafe 18; length

of both bafes together upon the

nafal bones 14; and the weight of
both together is 14 pounds 10
ounces.

The rhinoceros of the year 1739,
defcribed in the Tranfaclions, was
three years old ; and the horn not

three inches high ; and hence by
comparing that with this, one may
imagine this to be many years old,

perhaps above twenty ; and that

this animal lives to a great age.

It is alfo plain that the horns are

perpetual, as are thofe of oxen.

A letter to the prefident of the royal

fociety, containing a nenv manner

of meafuring the velocity of <wmd ;

and an experiment to afcertain to

i»hat quantity of water a fall of
fno<w is equal.

Kirknewton, May 13, 1766.

My Lord,

I
SHOULD think myfelf moft
unworthy of the honour which

jour lordfhip and the royal foci-

Vot. X.

ety have done me, if the notice

which you was pleafed to take of
my letter upon the late comet, did
not make me more careful to ob-
ferve whatever I thought might tend
to improve the w of na-
ture, which is a capital ;. :rc of the
laudable defign of :he fociety.

Your lordfhip knows, that my
Situation expofes me to everv blaft

that blows, and affords a fair op-
portunity for meafuring the velo-

city of the wind (the force of which
I am, fo often, obliged to feel). I
have attempted to determine this

by letting light downy feathers fly

in the wind (the method, I under-
(land, ufed by the ingenious Dr.
Derham) ; but cannot fay, in all

the trials I have made (though I
have let fifty of thefe feathers fly,

one after the other, at a time),
that I have ever feen above one,
or two at moft, upon which i
could have founded a calculation.

The velocity of th? wind near the
earth is very unequal, upon account
of the frequent interruption? ir meets
with from hiils, trees, and boufes ;

and even in open plains, the fur-

face of the earth, though much
fmoother than it commonly 1 , muft
reflcft and interrupt fuch a fluid

as the air, and occafion groat irre-

gularity in the velocity of its cur-
rent: this is the reafon, when a
feather is let fly with the wind,
why it feldom, if ever, deicribes a
ftrait line, but moves fometimes in

a kind of fpiral, now high, and then
low, fometimes to the right, and
then again to the left ; and why
two feathers let fly at once, feldom,

if ever, keep together, or defcribe

fimilar lines.

But, at fome considerable dif-

tance from the earth, the velocity

of the wind feems to be regular

and Heady : nothing can be more
G uniform,
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uniform, than the velocity of a

cloud in the fky appears to be,

even in the greatelt ltorm : it is

like a (hip carried away infenfibly

by a fmooth and gentle current,

pafling over equal (paces in equal

times. This fuggeiled the thought,

th it the motion of a cloud, or its

fhadow over the fur face of the

earth, would be a much more

proper meafure of the velocity of

the wind.

In the end of March 1763, I

had as favourable an opportunity

of putting this method into prac-

tice, as 1 could have wifhed for

:

the ftorm was exceeding high, and

moved with vail velocity; the lun

was bright, the fky clear, except

where it was fpotted with light

floating clouds ; 1 took my Ration

in the north window of my dining-

room, near the clock, from which

I had a free profpecl of the fields

;

the fun was in the meridian, the

wind due weft, interfering his rays

at right angles; I waited until the

fore-part of the fhadow of a cloud,

Feet

This fpace meafures exaclly 1384
which multiplied by 4

gives 5536
which multiplied by 60

gives 332,160

Which fpace is= 62.9 Englifh

miles per hour, the velocity of the

wind in March 1763.
One third of this (or 21 miles

nearly) fhews the velocity of the

wind on May the 6th, when it

blew a frefh gale.

This day, May 12, there was a

fmall welterly breeze, the velocity

of which I meafured upon the

fame line, the fun being 10 mi-

iiutes paft the jneridian, and found

that was diflinft, and well defined,

juit touched a (ouih and north line,

which I hdd marked upon the

ground ; at that inftant I began
my reckoning, and followed the

fhadow with my eye in its progrefs,

counting feconds all the while by
the clock, until I had reckoned up

15 feconds: then I obferved ex-

actly where the forefaid edge of
the fhadow was.

This experiment I repeated ten

times in half an hour, and feldom
found the difference of a fecond,

in the time which different clouds

took to move over the fame fpace.

On the 5th of May current, I

repeated the trial four different

times, the fun being alio near

the meridian, the wind in the

weft, with light clouds floating in

a clear fky as formerly ; and found
that the fhadows of different clouds

took fome of them 44, and others

45 feconds, to pafs over the fame
fpace which they had moved over

in 15 feconds, in the former trials.

= fpace pafTed over in 15 feconds,

= fpace pafTed over in one minute,

= fpace pafTed over in one hour.

that the fhadow took gc feconds

to pafs over the above fpace, which
gives the velocity of the wind 2t

the rate of 9.9 Englifh miles per
hour.

Thus, by having feveral lines

in different directions of a known
length marked upon the ground,
one may eafily (and with great ac-

curacy, I imagine,) meafure the

velocity of the wind. If a perfon

was provided with an inftrument

for
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for meafuring the force of the

wi i, it would perhaps be worth

while to obferve, whether, when
the velocities of different winds

were the fame, (or nearly fo) the

forces of thefe winds did not vary

with the feafons of the year, the

points of the compafs from which

the wind blows, and alfo with the

different flate of the barometer and

thermometer, fince the momentum
of the wind depends not only upon

its velocity, but alfo upon its den-

fity.

From the end of March 176c,

to the end of March lad, we, in

this part of Scotland, had very lit-

tle rain, and lefs fnow in propor-

tion ; our rivers were as lew,

through the winter, as they ufe to

be in the middle offummer ; fprings

failed in moll places and brewers

and maltfters were obliged, even in

winter, to carry their water at a

confiderable diltance ; I was much
afraid there would not be moifture

enough in the earth for the pur-

pofes of vegetation, if this feaibn

fhould let in as dry as the former,

before we got a new fupply of rain.

In the end of March laft, we had a

fall of fnow ; and, as I did not re-

member to have ever read an ac-

count of fuch an experiment, I

wifhed to be able to determine, to

what quantity of rain this fall of

fnow was equal.

The lnow had been falling from
five o'clock the former evening,

till ten o'clock the next day ; about
eleven o'clock I meafured the depth
of the fnow, and found it to be 6.2
inches ; then I took a ftone jug,
holding about three Engl;fh pints,

and turned the mouth of it down-
wards upon the fnow meafured,
and where the ground below was
foiooth and hard ; and by this

HISTORY. 83

means I took up all the fnow from
top to bottom in the jug ; this

fno v I melted by the fide of a fire,

and the 6.2 inches of fnow yielded
fix tenths of an inch deep of water
in the fame jug. After emptying
the jug, I dried, and weighed ic

in a balance, and took up the
lame quantity of fnow in it as
before, weighed it again, and
found the weight of the fnow
taken up, and from this weight
computed what quantity of water
it fhould have produced, and
found that it ought to have pro-
duced fix tenths of an inch and Ja
of an inch more : then I difiblved

the fnow, and found that it yield-

ed a quantity of water in the
bottom of the jug, fix tenths of
an inch deep, as in the former
experiment. The difference cf

£5 of an inch in the depth of the
water, betwixt the weight and the
melting of the fnow, was proba-
bly owing to an exhalation from
the jug, while the fnow was melt-
ing by the fire, for I obferved a
lteam fometimes rifing from it. A
greater or leffer degree of cold, or
of wind, while the fnow falls,

and its lying a longer or fhoiter
while upon the ground, will oe-
calion a difference in the weight
and in the quantity of water pro-
duced from a certain number of
cubic feet, or inches, of fnow

;

but, if I may truft to the above
trials, (which I endeavoured to
perform with care) fnow, newly
falien, with a moderate gale of
wind, freezing cold, which was
the cafe of the fnow I made the
trials upon, the 27th of March
lalt, will produce a quantity of
water equal to —^ part of its

bulk ; or the earth, when covered
with fnow, ten inches deep, will

G 2 be
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be moiftened by it when melted,

rivers and fprings recruited, as

much as if a quantity of rain had

fallen that covered the furfacc of

the earth to the depth of one

inch.

I am, my lord, &c.

Alex. Biice.

Some curious particulars relative to

the growth of rhubarb ; hotu an

animal called the marmot contri-

butes to its propagation, and bow

the natives dry the root. Taken

from Mr. Bell's travels.

THE belt rhubarb grows in

that part of the Eaftern

Tartary called Mongallia, a valt

country inhabited by the Mongall

Tartars, and which now ferves as

a boundary between the two migh-

ty empires of Ruffia and China.

The Mongalls, though once a great

and independent people, have not-

withstanding by degrees been in-

duced to put themfelves under the

protection of one or other of thefe

their powerful neighbours. This

meafure feems rather to have pro-

ceeded from the love of eafe, a de-

lire of fecurity, and a want of una-

than to have been the ef-

people, have left a vaft chain of

country, of about 300 miles in

breadth, and of a prodigious

length, wafle and uninhabited, as

a common barrier between them.

This Country, which is one of the

fineft in Afia, produces the beft

rhubarb in the world, and runs the

whoie length of Mongallia, divid-

ing it into two parts. We fhall

now give our cu/ious traveller's

own words.

The country .retained much the

fame appearance, and the weather

was very fine : but not a fingle in-

habitant was yet to be feen. In

the evening I walked from our

tents, with fome of our company,

to the top of a neighbouring hill,

where I found many plants of ex-

cellent rhubarb ; and, by the help

of a flick, dag up a3 much of it as

I wanted.

On thefe hills are a great num-

ber of animals called marmots, of

a brownifh colour, having feet like

a badger, and nearly of the fame

fize. They make deep burrows

on the declivities of the hills; and,

it is faid, that, in winter, they

continue in thefe holes, for a cer-,

tain time, even without food. At
this feafon, however, they fit or lie

near their burrews, keeping a ftriftnimity ;

feft of fear, or the confequence of watch ; and, at the approach of

an abfolute conqueft. The Mon- danger>vrear themfelves upon their

gallians ftill retain their own laws,

cuftoms, and princes ; and though
' they fubmit to certain regulations,

Kit does not appear that they pay

any tribute. This fubmiffion has

however divided their country and

nation into what may be called

Ruffian and Chinefe ; the two

great, jealous neighbours, to pre-

vent the continual difputes which

would have happened about li-

nks, or the defertion of their

hind-feet, giving a loud whittle,

like a man, to call in the flrag-

glers ; and then drop into theif

holes in a moment.

I fhouid not have mentioned

an animal fo well known as the

marmot, had it not been on ac-

count of t: rhubarb. Where-
ever you fee ten or twenty plants

growing, you are fure of finding

feveral burrows under the fhades

of their bro&d fpreading leaves*.

Per-
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Perhaps they may fometimes eat

the leaves and roots of this plant

:

however, it is probable, the ma-
nure they leave about the roots,

contributes not a little to its in-

creafe ; and their calling up the

earth makes it (hoot out young
buds, and multiply. This plant

does not run, and fpread itfelf,

like docks, and others of the fame
fpecies ; but grows in tufts at un-

certain diftances, as if the feeds had
been dropped with defign. It ap-
pears that the Mongalls never ac-

counted it worth cultivating; but

that the world is obliged to the

marmots for the quantities fcat-

tered, at random, in many parts

of this country: for whatever part

of the ripe feed happens to be
blown among the thick, grafs, can
very feldom reach the ground, but
mull there wither and die; where-
as, fhould it fall among the loofe

earth, thrown up by the marmots,
it immediately takes root, and pro-

duces a new plant.

After digging and gathering the

rhubarb, the Mongalls cut the

large roots into fmall pieces, in

order to make them dry more rea-

dily. In the middle of every piece

they fcoop a hole, through which
a cord is drawn, in order to fuf-

pend them in any convenient

place. They hang them for molt
part about their tents, and fome-
times on the horns of their fheep.

This is a moll pernicious cuflom,
as it dellroys fome of the bell part

of the root ; for all about the hole
is rotten and ufelefs ; whereas,
were people rightly informed hew
to dig and dry this plant, there
would not be one pound of refufe

in an hundred; which would fave a
great deal of trouble and expence,

that much diminifli the profits on
this commodity. At prefent, the

dealers in this article think thefe

improvements not worthy of their

attention, as their gains are more
confiderable on this "than on any
other branch of trade. Perhaps
the government may hereafter

think^t proper to make feme regu-

lations with regard to this matter.

I have been "more particular in

defcribing the growth and manage-
ment of the rhubarb ; becaufe I

never met with an author, or per-

fon, who could give a fatisfa&cry

account where, or how, it grows.

I am perfuaded, that in fuch a

dry climate as this, it n.iglit

eaiily be fo cultivated as to pro-

duce any quantity that could be
wanted.

Some account of the horns , called

mammon's horns ; and the Jirange

opinions the Tartars hold of the

kind of animal to tvhich they

imagine they belonged. From the

fame.

IN the banks of the Oby, about

this place, are found great

quantities of that kind of ivory

called, in this country, mammon's
horn. Some of it alfo is found

on the banks of the Volga. Mam-
mon's horn refembles, in fhape

.

and fize, the teeth of a large ele-

pkant. The vulgar really imagine
mammon to be a creature living in

marines and under ground ; and
entertain many Ilrange notions

concerning it. The Tartars tell

many fables of its having been
feen alive. But to me it appears

that this horn is the tooth of a

large elephant. When, indeed, or

G 3
how,
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how, thefe teeth came fo far to the weighing above
northward, where no elephants can,

at prefent, fubiiil during the winter-

feafon, is what I am unable to de-

termine. They are commonly
found in the banks of rivers which

have been waftied by floods. The
commandant of this place had his

entry ornamented with feveral very

large ones, and made me a prefent

of one of them.

I have been told by Tartars in

the Baraba, that they have feen

this creature called mammon, at

the dawn of day, near lakes and

rivers ; but, that on difcovering

them, the mammon immediately

tumbles into the water, and never

appears in the day-time ; they fay

it is about the fjze of a large ele-

phant, with a monftrous large head

and horns, with which he makes
his way in marfhy places, and un-

der ground, where he conceals

himfelf till night. I only mention

thefe things as the reports of a fu-

perrtitions and ignorant people.

I have obferved, in inert of the

towns we parted, between Tobol-

fey and Yeneiiefky, many of thefe

mammons horns, fo called by the

natives ; fome of them very entire

and freih, like the beft ivory, in

cverv circumftance, excepting only

the colour, which was of a yel-

io.vifh nue; others of them moul-

dered away at the ends, 2nd, when
fawn afunder, prettily clouded.

The people make fnuff- boxes,

combs, and divers forts of turnery

ware of them-

They are found in the banks of

all the great rivers in Siberia,

weftward of lencoufky, when the

floods have walhed down the

banks, by the melting of the fnow,

in the fpring. I have leen of them

one hundred

pounds Englifh. (I brought a

large tooth, or mammon's born,

with me to England, and prefented

it to my worthy friend Sir Hans
Sloane, who gave it a place in his

celebrated Mufeum ; and was of

opinion, alfo, that it was the ..ooth

of an elephant. This tooth was

found in the river Oby, at a place

called Surgute.)

Extro.8 from the Theatro Critico

Univerfal. Para Defenganno De
Errores Communes, the 'volumi-

nous nuork of the famous Spanijh

Benedittine Monk, Father Fey-
joo.

AT HER Feyjoo begins with

faying, that the facl treated

of in this chapter is (o extraordi-

nary, and fo contrary to the regu-

lar courie of things, that he would

not have given it a place in this

work, if he had not found that the

truth of it was attefted by almoft

all the inhabitants of a whole pro-

vince, many of whom, who were

eye-witnefles, and perfons of great

credit, are ftill living.

The following are the principal

cireumftances of the faft. Fran-

cifco, the fon of Francifco de la

Vega, and of Maria del Cafar,

his wife, was born at a village

called Lierganes, two leagues to

the fouth weft of the city of San-

tandergin, in the archbirtiopric of

Burcos. At the age of fifteen he

was fent to learn the trade of a

carpenter at Bilboa, in which fta-

tion he remained two years, till on

the eve of St. John's day, in 1674,
having, in company with others,

gone to bathe himfelf in the river,

his
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his companions loll fight of him,

and, after waiting for him a long

while, they fuppofed him to be

drowned, and informed his mafler

of it, who acquainted the young
man's mother, who mourned for

him as dead. In the year 1679,
fome hfhermen in the bay of Cadiz

faw fomething fwimming on the

/water, and diving at pleafure, that

relembled a man. They endea-

voured to catch it, but could not

the firlt day. The next day they

faw it again, and, by means of

fome pieces of bread which they

threw into the lea, and which it

laid bold of and eat, they enclofed

it in their nets, and drew it to the

fhore. Upon examination, the

fifherman found their prize was a

perfect man, as to appearance, and

they carried him to the convent of

Francifcans in Cadiz ; where the

good fathers, fuppofing him to be

po fie fied by fome evil fpirit, as he

would return no an Twer to any of

their queftions, exorcifed him, but

they could not get him to pro-

nounce any one word, except Li-

erganes, the meaning of which

word they could not guefs, till

hearing from a native of Aultria

that in his country there was a vil-

lage of that name, and that Don
Domingo de la Cantolla, fecretary

of the inquifition at Madrid, was
born there, Don Domingo was
writ to, informing him of this af-

fair, and defiring him to write to

Lierganes, to know whether a

young man, whom they defcribed

as to his age and marki, had been
miffing from that place ; and he
had an anfwer, that a fon of Fran-
cifco de la Vega had difappeared
in the river of Eilboa five years

before, but that his mother looked
upon him as drowned. Don Do-

mingo gave this information to

the convent of Cadiz, and one of
the fathers, whofe name was John
Roicende, and who a little before

came from Ji-rufalem, had a great
defire to enquire into this extraor-

dinary affair. Accordingly he fet

out from Cadiz in the fame year

1679, with the man who had been
caught in the net, with intention

of going to Lierganes. When the

father got within a quarter of a
league of the village, he defired

his companion to go before to fhew
him the way ; which he did very

exactly, going directly to his mo-
ther's houfe. The moment flie

faw him lhe knew him, and em-
braced him—crying out, This is

my fon Franciico, whom I lolt at

Bilbqa I Two of his orothers alfo

(Thomas, a prieft, and John, who
fiill was alive when Feyjoo wrote)

embraced him ; but he expreffed

no emotion, nor did he utter a
word. Father Rofcende left him
with his mother, and he remained
with her nine years in this flate

of idiotifm, (having been rather

remarkable for his capacity before

he difappeared at Bilboa.) and the

only words he ever fpoke were, ta-

baco, pan, vino (tobacco, bread,

wine). Sometimes he cat moll vo-

racioufly, on other days he touch-

ed no food. He ufed frequently

to be emp.oyed in carrying letters

round the neighbourhood, which
he did very punctually. Once it

happened, that Don Pedro del

Guero fent him to Saint Andero
with a letter for Don John de Oli-

varez ; and becaufe the ferry-boat

was not ready, he threw himfelf

into the river, and fwam crofs it

about a league broad, many feeing

him land at Saint Andero. He
delivered his letter as directed ;

G 4 but
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but Don John, who afked him how
the letter came to be wet, could get

nothing from him. He carried the

anfwer to Lierganes, with his uiual

punctuality.—He lived in this man-
ner ibont nine years, and then dif-

apptared, no body having ever

fou .d out what became of him.
Father Feyjoo gives us two let-

ters to the above effect ; one frcm
the marquis of Valbuina, of St.

Andcro, to Pon Jofeph de la

Torre, minifter of the royal coun-

cil of Oviedo, and another from

Don Gafper Melchor de la Riba
Auguera, to Don Diego de la

Gandara Valade. Don Gafpar
fays, that he had feen Francifco de

la Vega frequently. Feyjco fays,

that he had a third account, agree-

ing with the other two, from Don
Pedro Dionyfio de Rubel Cava, a

gentleman of confequence of So-

lares, a place clofe to Lierganes.

And in the fupplement to this dif-

courfe, which we find in his ninth

volume, irom p. 280 to p. 283,
he inierts a letter which he had re-

ceived (after he had publilhed the

above account) frcm the arch-

biihop of Scrragoffa, Don Thomas
de Agu^ro, who allures him, that

when he was a young man, he

had frequently feen this man-fifh.

(hombre pe,z is the archbifhop's ex-

prefiVn) at his uncle Don Garcia
de Aguero's houte near Lierganes.

But belides this, Feyjoo alo gives

us, in the fupplement, a letter from
Don Joleph Dias Guitran, an in-

habitant of Cadiz, dated Dec. 22,

1338, in which he fays, that Don
Elia- an Fanales, intendant of the

marine, had told him, he had feen

the man fifn frequently ; and that

a Franci.'can friar was Hill alive,

who allured him that he had been
frequently in his cell.

Of/ trits prepared by the/orct effrc*

ivith fome obfervatiom for guardr

ing againjl and remedying the nox-

ious vapours ofcharcoal, &c. From
Jtoerbaave*s academical failures en

the Di/ea/es of the Nerves, lately

fublijbed, in Latin, by his pupil

Van Eems, phy/ician of Leyden.

TH E bodies, which in the

open air are fo agitated by
fire, as to pafs into crackling

flames, fmoke, foot, and afhes, emit

.

corpufcules from the folid mafs,

which may properly be denomi-

nated fpirits. Three things here

occur ; fmoke, fometimes coloured

in a wonderful manner, as may be

feen in fulphureous bodies ; foot*

and the remaining flame. Hence
arife's a ftench, feparable from the

fmoke, confifting of the volatile

fait of the plant wafted into the air,

and fpirits paffing forth by the

action of the fire ; and the fmoke
i!s collected into a black and floc-

culent matter, which is called

foot. Thofe fumes, whilft fo agi-

tated, produce wonderful effects

in our bodies ; for they caufe ero-

fions in the eyes, make the lungs

hoarfe, and the voice harfh ; and

hypochondriac and hyfteric per-

fons, or thofe labouring under

convulfive afthmas, are almoft

ftrangled by the fmall quantity of

fmoke that may be in a room. The
Imell only of a vegetable thing

excites convulfion in epileptic peo-

ple ; and abortions, palpitations

of the heart, and almoft all other

affections have had their origin

from the fumes of a candle or lamp

extinguifhed in a clofe place.

When certain bodies are thrown

upon the fire that fmoke may pro-

ceed from them, it may then

become poifonous : this is evi-

dent
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dent from throwing fome twigs or

leaves of the toxicodendron on the

burning fire ; for all the perfons

that may be about the fire at the

fame time, will grow pale as if

they were dead, and if the place

be clofe, they may fall into almolr.

all forts of dileafes ; yet thefe

leaves, while they remain on the

tree, though expofed to the fun,

are .quite harmlefs. Mercurials

relates, that in his time a military

officer had occafioned the death of

all prefent, by throwing a certain

body on the fire, which body car-

ried about one did no harm, but

only became aftive by fire. Hence
we learn, and this is fufficient for

us, that by the ftrong force of

fire in the open air, particles may
be extricated, wnich have a power

fo to affect the nerves, as to pro-

duce all kinds of difeafes, and

death itfelf. In other refpects we
fee that the molt falubrious vapours

proceed from other plants, as from

guaiacum-wood, and that of the

juniper-tree. The dough of bread

yields n-> fenfible fmell, but, baked
in an oven, if a quantity of it is

cut frefh in a clofe place, it may
caufe death. Coffee-berries, whilft

roafting in a place not blown
through by the air, brought upon
a man, who had too greedily fnufF-

ed up their fmell, a cardialgia and
vomiting.

But there are likewife fpirits

from the fufTocarion of fire. A
live flame, urging a vegetable with

the greateft force, and then fufFo-

cated and extinguished, fo changes
this body as to acquire a quality

which may bring our body to death

itfelf. If a piece of any kind of
wood, or of the common turf,

called alfo peat, is put into a

vhemical veffel, and the fire under

it is gradually brought to its moff.

intenle degree, water, fpirit, and
oil, are fucceflively produced : if

all thele have pafled out, and the

refiduum is itill urged by a vehe-
ment fire, it will eternally breathe
forth fomething, never fhewing a
deficiency. Hence it. is called,

by Van Helmont, the eternal coal,

becaufe that iimple oil, which ad-
heres to the earth, is never fepa-

rated in a clofe veflel; if pound-
ed fine, it is an infipid inert dult,

;

if" you expofe tnis coal to the open
air, it will light by the applica-

tion of fire; the furface only, con-
tiguous to the air, becomes white;

if the coal is broken, it gliftens

every where within ; if you go
on burning it, ic at length begins

to be buried under afhes. It isi

impoffible to confume this coal

otherwife than in the external fur-

face, contiguous to the air, which
being confumed ,the fubfequent

furface is alfo confumed, and, af«

ter fuch a confumption of furfaces

from lixty pounds of wood, one
only of afhes remains ; nor can all

thofe pounds, that are confumed,
be gathered by any art ; for the

coal, in dole veffels, cannot poffi-.

bly be confumed by any degree
of fire.

If one fhould write on paper,

which is impregnated with a folu-

tion of orpiment, and dry this pa-

per, no colour appears ; but, if

the paper is held over lighted corals,

the letters will immediately be-

come black, and hence that which
flies up is thus manifefted. If yoa
place a burning coal between the

fun and your eye, corpufcules will

be feen carried upwards by a tre-

mulous motion ; but it is doubted

whether thefe are produced fronv

the coal or fun. Van Helraont'

called
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called this way of changing this

body a permutation into gas, and

thinks that thtfe corpuicules dwin-

dle in this manner into the ex-

tremell tcnuitv, and are transform-

ed into a kind of water, which can

rife to the extremity of the atmo-

fphere. If fuch a coal be taken,

and fire applied to it in a fpnc.ous

place that is fhut up, all the ani-

mals in that place will die; not

from heat, for the contrary is e-

vinced by experience ; and from

the burning of wood in a chamber

that is blo^vn through by the wind,

difeafe or death never happens.

Who would believe it, that the

mere force of fire can fo change a

very harmlefs body, if it acts upon

it in the open air, when the molt

intenfe degree of fire can ieparate

nothing of the like, from the fame

body, in a clofe veflel ? It is there-

fore very improper to deride Van
JHelmont upon recount of the word

gas, for he explains it fufficiently,

and he thought a new and lingular

name fhould be given to this

change, the like of which we have

no knowledge of.

Whilit Van Helmont, then an

old man, was writing in a cold

winter's day, he favv his ink freeze,

and he ordered a chafing- difh to be

brooght him, with coals that did

not fmoke. He felt no harm from

it ; but, his daughter coming in

Shortly after, and faying that fhe

perceived a itrong flench from the

coals, the father, making a mo-

tion for quitting the place, falls

back, hurts the hinder part of his

head, and is carried away for dead.

It may appear from this lingular

example, that in a fpacious place,

the doors open, the weather cold,

.without the kali cbfervatiou of

contracting any illnefs, all the ac-

tions of a man were in a moment
abolifhed by nothing more than

thefe fumes. Boerhaave relates of
himlelf, that being in a pail, ur,

drinking tea with fome laaie-, where
there wns a chafing difh of kindled

charcoal for keeping the kettle

boiling, and no chimney in the

place, he faw all the ladies grow
pale, and was lb affected himlelf by
the fumes of the charcoal, that, had

not the doors been opened, he kit

himfelf tottering, and ready to

tumble down. He likewiie relates

the fame effects on fome young la-

dies who lived in Leyden, and were
fitting in a parlour, the windows
of which gave into the ftreet : the

aunt of the millrefs of the houfe,

looking in at the window, announc-
ed her coming by tapping on the

glals with ht/r fingers ; fhe faw
through the window all the ladies

feated and looking at her, but not

one of them making the leafl mo-
tion ; fne repeated her taps, and fo

as to be louder, but none of them
made her an anfwer ; thinking they

were paffing fome joke on her, fhe

knocks in a paffion at the door,

calling out, that the weather was
too cold to be kept fo long in the

ftreet : entering the parlour, fhe

perceived the fumes of charcoal,

and faw all the ladies pale and
fenfelefs ; immediately fhe ordered

the windows to be opened, and all

their faces to be fprinkicd with wa-
ter ; by this means all of them
foon recovered, but one of them vo-

mited, another had a head-ach, yet

none of them fuffered any thing

more.

An Englifh nobleman, travelling

by boat in the night from Utrecht

to Leyden, took with him into

his
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his cabbin a ftove, and ordered the

door to be kept {hut : when h?

came to his place of detonation,

the waterman, opening the door,

fourid him dead, with no other

apparent iign than a little troth

about his mouth. Four peafants,

having made a fire in the hold of a

fhip, were all .bund dead there.

An intire family in the fuburbs,

called de Hooge Morlch, were

fojnd dead from this caufe, by
laying in the winter-time a pan of

live coals in the midit of a room
where ther-j was no chimney, and

the doors (hut.

Boerhaave fays, that he expe-

rienced in himfelf, at the begin-

ning of the ill effects from fuch

vapours, an inclination to fleep,

a tenfive pain in the head, a nau-

fea, a vomiting of thick froth,

and his head remaining as it were

for many days full ; but if the va-

pour be denfe, nothing of thefe

particulars is perceptible, but the

affected die fenfelefs. This va-

pour, however, is not attended

with any inconveniency, if a quan-

tity of {ea-fah is fprinkled on the

fire, or if gunpowder is fet fire to

in the clofe room. But when the

iil effects have taken place, the

belt remedy is to fprinkle cold

water on the bodies, and to throw

it upon the face and bare bolcm.

If cold water be thrown upon ani-

mals that have died in poifonous

caverns, they are immediately

brought to life ; and hence, if

men, who have died by the va-

pour of coals, were as foon as

podible treated in the fame man-
ner., they might alfo perhaps be
brought to life. In fuch cafe,

however, :nis remedy is never to

be neglected ; for here there is no

corrupuon, but a mere reil of all

the moving parts, and in other

refpects nothing is changed ; if

therefore they are dipped into cold

wa.er, the elalficity of the veffels

being increaled by the cold, the

blood nvives towards the inner

paits through the vein< ; and the

motion of the blood through the

veins refufcitates its ac"ti n to the

heart, that is, retulcitates life itfelf.

The effects are not lefs noxious

that proceed from places newly

white -warned with lime, which

diffufes a idbaitringent and fetid

vapour, efpecially upon the intro-

duction of fire. For this reaion

all r.ewly buile houfes, if too foon

inhabited, may bring on fatal

diforders, or the worlt of palfies,

which can neither be cured by fo-

mentations nor baths. Thefe ail-

ments might iikewife beoccafioned

by burning the part^ of animals.

If a place infected with the nallieil

infects, as bugs or fleas, is ffjut up

clofe in all parts, and the bones

of animals, or hartfhorn, are laid

on the open fire, and the lmoke is

hindered to pafs out, ail thefe ani-

mals are killed; and greater ani-

mals may alfo be killed by the like

fmoke. The wings of partridges,

which abound with a volatile fait,

being burnt, have often excited

hyfterical pallions, and epileptic

fits, where they were not, and

diflipated them when they were

prefent. A dog, killed in a heat

of 146 ' degrees of Fahrenheit's

thermometer, emitted fuch a hor-

rid and noifome ftencb, that thofe

who came too near it in a mo-
ment fwooned away. In like man-
ner, by the force of fire, dreadful

fymptoms are excited fiom foffils.

Aretsus obferves in his chapter on

epilepfies, that the ftrong fmell of

the gagates ftone had immediately

brought



9 2 ANNUAL REGISTER, 1767.

brought on epileptic fits. -Fire,

a&ing on cobalt, which feems to

be intirely inert, raifes a thick

white vapour that kills every ani-

mal, and this vapour, fixing upon
the ceiling of a room, concretes

into a white flocculent matter,

called arlenic, which is a molt
potent poifon. 11 this cobalt,

mixed with other h. fills, and wrap-

ped' up in a paper, be kept in a

wooden box, it will eat through

both the wood and the box; and

if this happens in fo (mall a degree

of heat, what mult it be, when
this body is agitated by fire ?

How fixed is nitre, whatever way
tried ! If it melts in the fire, it

remains fixed and mild ; if bolar

or uncalcinable earths are mixed
with it, and both expofed to the

fire, it will yield a fpirit, volatile

like alcohol, which corrodes and
diflblves all things, except gold

and glafs ; and it is very hurtful

to the lungs. The fame way a

fpirit afcends from fea-falt, which

corrodes all things. If fulphur be

fublimed ten times, it remains

mild, as before; but, iffeton fire,

it kills animals, and corrodes and

conitringes all things.

On the ejfeJi of the imagination on a
different body, from the fame.

WHAT muft we think of

that aclion excited in the-

common fenfory by the help of
that faculty we call the imagina-

tion, which fo difpofes the com-
mon fenfory from internal caufes,

as it was before difpofed from ex-

ternal ? For my part, I fay, that

the force of the cemmon fenfory is

exerted by a true corporeal effect

out of the human body, as ap-

pears from women that give fuck,

or the pregnant, who, by this pro-

perty of the common fenfory, change

the foetus in their womb. 1 have

feen myfelf an inftaflce of a healthy

woman fuckling a very healthy

child, who was fo difturbed by ano-

ther woman fcolding at her, and fo

irritated as to be all over in a tre-

mor ; yet, by fuckling her child in

this condition, it was immediately

convulfed, and remained epileptic.

Who now will fay what could be in

her milk, and how it could receive

the power of producing thofe cor-

poreal changes? But it fhould be

a point of prudence with a nurfe

never to fuckle a child when fhe is

under any dillurbance of mind. We
can in fome meaiure account, why
a drunken nurfe inebriates a child ;

but we cannot fo eafily underttand,

how milk can be fo far changed
merely by the paffions of the

mind.

The fame may hold true in preg-

nant women. There perhaps arifes

in the pregnant mother a certain

idea: if it be frequent and cuftom-

ary, it does not affecT: her; ifunu«

fual, it fometimes affects her, and

fometimes not. This idea proceeds

fometimes from feeing or hearing,

or from the imagination alone, or

the appetite alone. The fudden

fight of a thing not feen before

imprelTes on an infant the figure of

that thing. From hearing the

hiftory of fome dreadful misfortune

or calamity, the frighted mother

imbibes a fimilar efricacious idea ;

and the fame happens as often from

the imagination, dreams, and that

depraved itate of the appetite called

longing.

A very handfome lady, yet one

of
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of drift morals, and abftaining

from all manner of excefs in the

ofe of wine, being with child, con-

ceived a longing tor drinking Rhe-
nifh wine. She long ftruggles

againft this paffion ; her hufband

examines her about it, and ihe at

laft confefies what it is : he takes

her to a wine-cellar in Amfterdam,
where lhe drinks (o great a quan-

tity as would fuddle two flout men,
yet no harm enfued to her from

her copious draught ; and, when
Ihe had once fatisfied her longing,

(he remained afterwards i're& from
it. Another woman had an ex-

ceffive longing for eating a morfel

out of a butcher's fhoulder, and
could enjoy no reft, till (he had
found means once to bite him.

A princefs was delivered of a

black daughter, by only feeing for

the firft time a blackmoor. As this

woman had never been left alone,

but was conflantly attended with

the greateft care, all fufpicion was
void of any commerce with a black.

This idea, once given birth to, does

not reft ; it occupies the whole fen-

fory, and every moment quickens

the woman's fancy.

But fo unufual a thing mud
ftrongly affett the very moment

;

for, if it afFe&s but little, it will

have but little efficacy : but, if it

be lo forcibly imprefied on the

mind, as that the woman lhould

fay her whole infide is moved,
then a future veftige of the evil is

boded ; or if, in the very time of
fuch an idea arifing, a horror and
tremor are felt fliaking the whole
body, it is an infallible fign that a
veflige is left ; which does not

happen, if there be no horror.

All phyficisns obferve, that there

is always a horror, when any com-

motion is made in the body that

changes its actions ; then ' a cold

tremor trickles throagh the bones,'

as Virgil fays. He that is ill of art

ague enjoys fome days of health
j

but he perceives a cold (hivering,

and the fever foon comes upon
him. I have heard from the ex-
perienced, whilft the plague wa3
rife, that, as foon as they felt a
fenfation, as it were from cold wa-
ter being poured upon them, they
were immediately taken ill of the

plague. We ihudder in the like

manner, when the variolous poi-

fon infers us; when the flitch of
the pleurify invades us ; and that

fhuddering penetrates through the

whole body : men feel then fome-
thing cold, which fufpends, as it

were, for a time the vital motions;
and it is propagated with tremor,

and almoft changes the whole body.
I would be glad to have a precep-

tor, who could explain to me, how
and whence this horror arifes.

I alio obferved pregnant women
to have had, in almoft all thefe

cafes, a fpontaneous motion, and
to have applied their hand to a
certain part of the body, and that

the fcetus then retained the mark
imprefled in the fame part ; if

they had not moved their hand
to it, fcarce any thing hetero-

geneous would have happened.
Hence women with child fhould

be cautious of moving their hand
to a part that is not covered by
their cloathes, left the deformity
might afterwards be confpicuous.

But there is a fimilar faculty in
every man, which we cannot un-
derftand : Suppofe a perfon's eye*

inflamed, and, as it were, fpark-

ling with fire ; if yon lock at him,
you will alfo rub your eyes. He

that
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that fees i fordid ulcer in another's

thigh will alrnoft always take hold

01 or leel his own thigh ; therefore

we are true clock-work, exhibiting

a confonancy with external

jects, and we are even involuut

drawn away to gelUcalations ; . u

therefore, alfo, for fuch ideas in

wo:nen there is a much greater ap-

plication of the hand to that part.

If the woman is afterwards de-

livered of a deformed foetus, the

mark of the imagination is always

found in the place that has been

touched ; and, if fhe had touched

another part, the mark would have

probably been in another place.

The wiil is here of no effect, for

there have been women who defired

to bring forth montters, in order

that they might promote their trade

of begging, and yet had handfome

children; but the contrary often

takes place in others againft their

will. Jn this city (Leyden) the

happy mother of feveral well-form-

ed children was afked an alms by a

beggar-man ; and, to move com-
panion, he (hewed her that he had

two thumbs, and therefore a hand

unfit for earning his bread ; fhe

gives him an alms, fuffers all that

has been above obferved, and is

afterwards delivered of a child with

two thumbs. I examined the

bones of thofe thumbs, and tiiey

were all as in the other thumb ;

and this happened to a woman
whom, before and after, the like

never befel.

I was acquainted with a noble

Jady, in this city, who had many
beautiful children. As fhe was

fitting iii her parlour at the win-

dow, and was eight months gone
with child, fhe was accolted by an

impudent beggar with a red hair-

lip ; fhe trembles all over, ftrikel

her mouth, and gives him an aims.

Inoc long arttr, (he. w,ts delivered

of a btautifd child, w,th the like

wound, and as it were bloody. It

was wonderful, in this cafe, that

all the [.arts of ihe budy were fo

well formed, and trie .inly vice was
in the lips, and the pal-te was per-

fectly flit within the nomils, as in

that beggar.

A lady is ftill living, in this ci-

ty, who, in her pregnancy, wanted
to have a fine mulberry fhe law on
a tree. One chanced to fall on
the tip of her nofe, which fhe im-
mediately rubbed. She was alter-

wards delivered of a girl, exceed-

ing handfome, but had on the tip

of her nofe as perfeft a mulberry
as any painter could draw, which
afterwards, however, by the help

of vinegar and fait ammoniac, fo

fenfibly diminished, as to leave no
veitige of it remaining.

A woman with cnild faw, at

Mechlin, tuo fcldiers fighting, one
of which cut off the other's hand.

She, in a fright, draws back her

hand, and was delivered of a child

maimed in one arm, which, from
the cut-off hand, fuftained an hae-

morrhage and died ; and yet the

hand was not found in the after-

birth, nor did any ill confequences

attend the woman.
When the Dutch defended Of-

tend againft the Spaniards, a Spa-

nilh foldier loft his arm, and, being

cured, Went about begging, fliew-

ing the place bound up, which the

wife of Mark de Vogdaar feeing,

was feized with a horror and great

internal commoticr.s : fhe after-

wards brought forth a daughter

without the right arm, and the

fhoulder ran fo with blood, that the

fur-
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fargeon was obliged to flop and

COQlolidate it, to prevent the child's

dying of an haemorrhage ; ana yet

the arm was not found in the after-

birth. The infan: was healed, and,

marrying at a proper time, lived

to the years of feventy-lix.

The duke of Alva having or-

dered three hundred citizens to be

puc to d^ath together ^t Antwerp,

a lacy tnat was with child was

very defirous of feeing the fight.

She was not long returned home,

when, taken with the pains of
labour, ihe was delivered of a

child without a head, which alio

was not found in the after-birth.

Some authors are of opinion, that

this cannot happen when the fce-

is thorougaly formed ; but,

whether fo or nor, the thing nap-

yens, and the proofs of it cannot

be contefted.

father Malebranche relates, in

his c Recherche de la Verite,' that

there was a young man, an iciot

from his birth, in the Hofpital of

the Incurables at Paris, whole

limbs were broke in all the places

where it is cuilomary to break the

limbs of thole who are condemned
to fu.fer upon the wheel. He lived

in this condition near twenty years.

Numbers were curicus to fee and
examine his broken limbs, and,

among others, the queen. The
cau.e of his misfortune was his mo-
ther's going to fee, when ihe was

with child of him, a criminal broke

upon the wheel. Every ftroke ths

criminal received vehemently ftruck

tiie mother's imagination, and the

infant was broke exactly ia the

fame parts of the body.
Father M.lebranche relates an-

other inilar.ce of the force cf ima-
gination, which happened at ft -

lemnifing the canonisation cf St.

Pius, at Paris. A pregnant wo-
man, having too attentively con-

sidered that faint's image, was de-

livered of a child perfectly refem-

bling it : it had the face of an old

man, as far as could be expreiTed.

in a beardlefs infant : its arms ran
acrois itsbreaft; us eyes were railed,

to heaven, its forehead was very
narrow, becaufe the forehead of the

image was railed towards the vault-

ed roof of the church, looking up,

as it were, to heaven : in fhort,

the child was exceeding like the

image, according as the mother

had formed it by the force of her

imagination. The author adds,

" Every one could fee it at Paris

as well 3s mvfelf, the infant being

kept for a confiderable time in fpi-

rks r wine."

e is a hitlory of various cafes,

out of which I have fele&ed fuch.

particulars as incredulity cannot

diiprove ! But I do not underltand

how this connexion is between the

mother's idea and the corporeal

change of the foetus ; neither do I

find it properly accounted for by
any author. None of them have

found fuch principles founded in

nature, from which, being ur.der-

llcod and applied, is known a fuf-

ficient reaion of this effett, and an-

f-vering to this idea. I am there-

fore greatly furprif-d, that Male-
branche undertook to explain it.

He f.-ys, the fibres of the mother's

body are affected in a certain place

rtain ideas ; grant that this

Sometimes happens : He fays, that,

on thofe ideas b.ing icrmed, cer-

tain determinate fpirits run through

tie body : this alfo feems' true ;

but what then ? The mother is

moved, not changed, and yet the

. is. changed ; but, Has the

infant, Whilft in its mother's womb,
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the fame motions, fenfations, and
ideas ? This is obfcure, yet we
may alfo grant it. But how can

the infant's, bones be broke, and

not the mother's? He fays, this

happens by percuflion and horror ;

but this is an effect, and not a

cauie ; and it does not appear why
the mother's bones fhould not be

broke, which are harder, and there-

tore more brittle.

Paracelfus has deduced this from

other caules : he fays, that there

is. in man an imagination, which

really effects and brings to paf, the

things that did not before exilt ;

for a man, by imagination, willing

to move his body, moves it in fact

;

but, by his imagination and the

commerce of invifible powers, he

may alio move another body ; and

this he calls magical Imagina-
tion, which, by the help of de-

mons, or invifible fpirits, can com-
municate the force of imagination

to other bodies, and operate at a

diftance. Van Helmont is of the

fame opinion ; but, for my part,

I defpajr to illuftrate this" matter,

and do think it inexplicable, or

that the caufe of the phenomenon
is unknown to us.

Of the common fenfory, affecled by

potfont. From thefame.

THOSE fubftances are called

poifons in medicine, which

on being applied to a human living

body, fo change all its actions, as

not to be conquered by the force

of life, whence that vital force is

deftroyed : but medicaments are

fubftances, which fo change the

actions, as to fubdue the difeafe,

and life triumphs over difeafes ;

therefore medicaments ceafe to act

in a determinate time. And ali-

ments are fubitances, which arc fo

changed by a living body, as to be

affimilated to it. Now the degrees

of poifons are various, according

to their peculiar violence, quan-

tity, and the part they a<fl upon.

Half a grain of the glafs of anti-

mony is a ftrong emetic, but given

to the amount of a drachm is a

very potent poifon. Moft poifons

act only on the ftomach. If the

crocus of metals, well prepared, is

applied to the eyes as a collyrium,

it takes away fpecks in the pellucid

membranes of the eye, and occa-

sions no pain ; if mixed up with

plafters, and applied to the naked
nerves in a wound, it is a good de-

tergent ; if tailed, it has no tafte ;

but, if one or two grains are re-

ceived into the ftomach, a prodi-

gious vomiting will enfue, and,

from a greater quantity, death.

An ounce of it given to horfes

affords a general remedy for their

violent dileafes, and yet they are

but little purged by iti Therefore

the ftomach and its nerves are fo

conftituted, by the Author of na-

ture, which, indeed, feems inex-

plicable from the nature of the

nerves, that the fubftance, which

is not poifonous elfewhere, is fo in

the ftomach.

The berries of night-made do

no harm in the eye ; their tafte is

fweet, their fmell flat ; if one of

them fhould be received into the

ftomach, a perturbation fuddenly

arifes in every action ; if you give

the gilla of Theophraftus, and the

berry is vomited up, the brain a-

gain recovers its formerttate. This

too cannot be explained from the

affections of the nerves in general,

but only from a phyfical fitnefs

between this juice and the nerves

of



NATURAL HISTORY. 97
tip the ftomach. If opium fpread

Jn a plaifter is applied to the exter-

nal fkin, it caufes, in the part it is

applied to, an exceeding great heat,

and painful; it excites 'a blifter,

erofion, and incipient gangrene

;

it has a naufeous and virulent

fmell ; if applied to the naked
nerves, it takes away all fenfation ;

if received into the ftomach, it firft

caufes a fenfation of mirth, and
then a fnoring and apoplexy ; its

efficacy laits about eight hours,

unlefs it caufes death by being
given in too great a dofe ; when
its force is quite enervated, the

next day vomiting enfr.es, in which
the opium pill is often again

brought up, fo that this remedy
againft vomiting now excires it.

The Starkeyan pills confift of
opium, hellebore, liquorice, and a

foap made of alkali and cold-drawn
oil. The author writes of them,
that they caufe fweating, mitigate

the fevereft pains, bring forth the

morbific matter, and fo make an
excellent purge; but thofe effects

are proper to opium. When the

brain is affected; a naufea and vo-

miting often enfue ; fo that every
thing affecting the brain, affects

alfo the ftomach, and whatever af-

fects the ftomach, affects likewife

the brain.

We are in a great meafure ob-
liged to think, that opium is a poi-

fon ; it bears, as it were, the fway
in the ftomach, checking by a fmall

dofe the difeafes that arife from
the ftomach, and at the fame time

compofmg the brain ; but if given
againft the difeafe proper to the

brain, which is the phreniti?, the

diforder mod commonly will be
increafed. It takes away not only
pain, but alio corrects the humours
of the body. We fee confumptivc
Vol. X.

perfons, from the erofion of their

lungs, cough almoll every time

they draw their breath, and their

diforder is made worfe by coughing,

becaufe the ulcerated place is per-
petually irritated ; if this cough-
ing continues during the night, a
little phlegm is evacuated ; but,

let one grain of opium be given,

they will have no cough, and will

fleep compofed ; but in the morn-
ing they expectorate a drachm or
two of purulent matter. If taken
in a greater quantity, it is poifon,

as we have feen in a phyfician tired

of life; and in another, who re-

penting of his ralh action, by tak-

ing vinegar enervated its force, and
afterwards felt no bad confequen-

ces from it. It fufpends not only

the fenfes, but alfo motions, nay^

almoft all excretions; and hence
thofe who ufe it, have no evacua-
tion of urine for fix or eight hours

;

even when its force is vanifhed,

they ftill complain of a want of
this evacuation. If alfo you give
a grain of opium to a man labour-

ing under a diarrhoea, it will be in-

tirely ftopt.

There is therefore fomething
very wonderful in thofe nerves>

that, from being touched by thofe

bodies, fuch a change mould hap-
pen in all the functions, which,

ceafes, as foon as fuch body is dif-

engaged from the ftomach.

A lawyer had been taken ill of
the colic; he was advifed the'ufe

of anife-feed ; but, by miftake, the

apothecary had given him the feed*

of henbane. The pain was allay-

ed, but he became very delirious.

All his functions were difordered;

he fat by the fire, talked much,
but did not fpeak one coherent fen-

tence. A phyfician being fent for,

gave him a vomit of vitriol; the

H feeg
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feed was thrown upland he was im-
mediately delivered.

There is an umbelliferous plant,

called fium, wth the eruca leaf,

or water - hemlock by Gefner,

which has a fucculent bulb, white,

not unlike a turnip; and, being

wounded, diftils a plenty of milk,

that grows yellow in the air; its

fmell is not virulent, and us plea-

fant tafte allures unwary children.

If but a fmall particle of it adheres

to the ftomach, it makes an intire

change in all the animal functions,

caufing vertigoes, horrible ima-

ginations, terrors, convulfions, the

abolition of all the external and
internal fenfes, and, in three or

four hours time, inevitable death.

This body then, though appa-

rently fo innocent, will very fud-

denly bring on death. If dis-

charged by a Spontaneous vomit,

no harm will enfue ; if an emetic

is given in the midft of the mad
fit, all the fymptons will ceafe

when the ftomach is eafed. Its

chief power is therefore exercifed

on the nerves of the ftomach, for,

if it were mixed with the blood, a

vomit would not have been imme-
diately of fervice. Therefore Van
Helmont was not in the wrong,
when he placed the feat of life in

the ftomach, and judged that it

extended its influence and power
for health to diftant and various

parts of the body ; for, the fto-

mach being freed, the head is

freed; and nothing elfe remains
for amendment.

It has been obferved, that thorn-

apple is attended with the fame
fymptoms with water - hemlock,
but with this difference, that its

fmell is intolerable. A gardener

iaving thrown out of a garden

fome thorn-apple into the public

highway, fome boys feeing it, ex-
amine; the heads, and eat the feed :

They are fcized with all the above-

mentioned fymptoms, and thofe that

did not vomit, died.

The belladona, or night-fhade

with black berries, intices every

paffer-by; there is nothing un-

grateful in its berries; their juice

has a purple colour, fweet tafte,

and no fetid fmell ; yet fvvallowed

down they kill one much the fame
way. A vomit is a prefcnt reme-
dy ; but their poifon may be cor-

rected, and the patient at length
,

delivered, by taking a good quan-
tity of vinejar.

Stalpartius Vander Weil relates

the cafe of two citizens of the

Hague, who, having tailed the root

of the cenanthes that is like hem-
lock, with virofe juice, were taken

ill not long after with a great heat

of the throat and ftomach, which
was followed by a perturbation of
the mind, vertigo, heart-burn, nau-

fea, flux of the belly, running of

blood from the nofe, and fuch vio-

lent convulfions, that one of them
died in two, and the other in three

hours.

Van Helmont tafted the root of
the napellus or monkftiood on th«

tip only of his tongue, and in a
moment his faculty of underftand-

ing and thinking was much bright-

er, which gave him great pleafure

:

at length, in about two hours af-

ter, he was twice attacked by a
flight vertigo, and he then found

his underftanding as ufual ; and,

though he fometimes afterwards

tafted of the fame, nothing of the

like ever more happened to him.

The fmoking of tobacco for the

firit time is attended with fome-
' thing



NATURAL HISTORY. 99

ihing of the kind, which, however,

does not afterwards happen. If

one fhould chance to drink cold

wine fo fuddenly as not to warm
in his ftomach, then the pylorus

and upper orifice remain (hut

;

and, the wine afterwards contract-

ing warmth, the ftomach fwells,

the party is choaked, as it were,

and has a kind of apoplexy ; if

then, with a bit of fpunge moiften-

ed with oil or honey, and wrapped

about the end of a knitting-needle,

the fauces are tickled, the wine is

vomited up, and the party is freed

from all dangerous fymptoms.

When Otto Tachenius, accord-

ing to the prefcription of Johannes

Agricola, had fo often endeavour-

ed to fublime arfenic, that it was at

length to remain fixed in the bot-

tom of the veffel; and when, after

many fublimations, he had opened

the veffel, he breathed an air plea-

fant and grateful to his palate

;

but in lefs than half an hour he

felt his ftomach aching and con-

tracted, with a convulfion of all his

limbs, difficult breathing, bloody

urine, and a great heat; being af-

terwards fuddenly feized with colic

pains, he remained contracted for

a full half-hour: being recruited

with milk and oil, he found him-

felf much better; yet a flow fever,

like an hectic, remained on him
the whole winter, which he ex-

tinguifhed by decoctions of vulne-

rary herbs, the eating of cabbage,

the ufe of orange-juice, oil, and
fait ; and by thefe remedies he per-

fectly recovered. Here is an ex-

ample of all the functions of the

common fenfory hurt, from the

olfactory nerves being only affect*

Of the effeti of rains, of marjbes

and bogs, fubterraneous nuood, and

fubterraneous waters. From M.
Buffon's Theory ofthe Earth.

RAINS, and the running

waters produced by them,
detach continually, from the tops

and ridges of mountains, fand,

earth, gravel, &c. and carry them
into the plains, whence ftreams and
rivers bear away a part into lower

plains, and often to the fea. Plains

are therefore filled up fucceflively,

and rife by little and little, and
mountains diminifh conftantly and
become low, which diminution is

perceptible in feveral parts. Jo-
feph Blancanus relates facts in re-

gard to thisj which were well

known in his time, and which,

prove that the mountains were be-
come fo low as to difcover villages

and caftles from feveral parts,

whence they could not be formerly,

feen. In the fhire of Derby in

England, the fteeple of the village

Craih was not vifible in 1572, from
a certain mountain, upon account

of the height of another mountain
interpofed, which extends into

Hcpton and Wirkfworth ; and 80
or 100 years afterwards this fteeple

was feen, and even a part of the

church. Dr. Plot cites a like ex-

ample of a mountain between Sib-

bertoft and Afhby in the county of
Northampton. The waters car-

ry not only along with them the

lighteft parts of mountains, as

earth, fand, gravel, and fmall ftones,

but even roll away large rocks,

which confiderably diminifhes their

height. In general, the higher

mountains are, and their inclina-

tion more fteep, the more the rocks

feem to be cut offfrom them. The
higheft mountains of Walas have

H * rocks
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rocks extremely {Irak, and very

naked ; the fhivers of thofe rocks

are feen lying in larg" heaps at

their bottom. It is froft and wa-

ter that feparate and bear them
down : fo that it is not only the

mountains of fand and earth which
rains lower, but alfo, as it appears,

they attack the hardelt rocks, and
drag along their fragments into the

rallies : And, thefe rocks and large

ftones, difperfed here and there, are

much more common in countries

where the mountains are of fond

and freeftone, than in thofe where

they are of marble and clay, be-

caufe the fand which ferves as bafe

to the rock, is a !efs folid foundation

than clay.

To give an idea of the quantity

of earth which the rains feparate

from the mountains, and bear down
into the vallies, we may cite a fact

related by Br. Plot: He fays, in

his Natural Hiftory of Stafford-

fhire, that a great number of pieces

of money, {truck in the time of

Edward IV. were found at f 8 feet

depth in the earth; fo that this

ground, which if marfhy, fwelled

or was augmented about a foot in

1 1 years, or one inch and T
f
5 in a

year. A like obfervation may be

made on trees, which have been
dug up at 17 feet depth, under

which were found medals of Julius

Cefar; and thus earth, carried off

from mountains into plains by
running ftreams, increafes very

confiderably the elevation of the

grounds of plains.

This gravel, fand, and earth,

which the waters feparate from the

mountains, and carry into the

plains, form there beds which mult
not be confounded with the an-

cieVit and original beds of the earth.

Wc ihoold rank in the clafs of thefe

new beds thofe of fand-flcne, foft

flone, gravel, and fand, of whicH
the grains are warned and round-

ed ; and to it fhould be likewife

referred the beds of (lone that are

formed by a kind of fediment and

incruflation, as we cannot deduce

their origin from the motion and

fediments of the waters of the fea.

In thofe fandy, foft, and imper-

fect ftones, are found an infinity

of vegetables, leaves of trees, land

or river fhelis, fmall bones of land

animals, but never fhells, nor

other marine productions; which

proves evidently, as wrll as their

little folidity, that thofe beds are

formed on the furface of the dry

land, and that they are much new-
er than marble and other Hone
which contain fhells, anciently

formed in the fea. Sand-itonc,

and all thofe new Hones, appear to

have hardnefs and folidity when
they are extracted ; but, if ufed

for any purpofe, the air and rains

are found to diffolve them very

foon ; their fubltance is even fo

different from true flone, that,

when they are reduced into fmall

parts in order to make fand of

them, they are foon converted into

a fort of earth and mud : the fla-

ladtites likewife, and other itony

concretions, which Mr. Tournefort

had taken for marbles that had ve-

getated, are not true ftones no more
than thofe formed by incruftations.

Sand-ftone is therefore an imperfect

matter, different from flone and
earth, and having its origin from
both by the means of the water of

rains, as ltony incruftations have

theirs from the fediment of the

waters of certain fprings ; and thus

their beds are not ancient, and have

not heen formed, as others, by the

fediment of the waters of the fea.

Tha
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The beds of peat or turf muft like-

wife be conlidered as new beds,

produced by the fucceffive accumu-
lation of half-rotted trees and other

vegetables, which were no otherwife

preferved then by happening to be

in bituminous grounds, which have

.hindered their intirely corrupting.

In all thofe new beds of fand or

foft ftone, or of (tone formed by
fediments, or of peat, no marine

production is found : but, on the

contrary, many vegetables, the

bones of land animals, river and
land fhells, as may be feen in the

meadows of Northamptonfhire near

Afhby, where a great number of
fnail-fhells have been found with

plants, herbs, and feveral river

fhells, well preferved at the depth

of fome feet under ground, with-

out any fea fhells. The waters

that flow upon the furface of the

earth, have formed all thofe new
beds by often changing their chan-

nel, and fpreading on all fides ; a

part of thofe waters penetrates to

the interior, and flows through the

clefts of rocks and ftones ; and
this is the reafon that no water is

found on high lands, or on the tops

of hills, becaufe all the heights of
the earth are generally compofed
of ftone and rocks, efpecially to-

wards the fummit. In order to

find water, the ftone and the rock

muft be dug into till their bafe is

reached; that is, till clay or firm

earth appears, on which thofe rocks

reft ; and no water is found unlefs

the thicknefs of the ftone is pier-

ced through and through, as may
be obferved in feveral wells dug in

high grounds; and when the height

of the rocks, that is, the thicknefs

of the ftone that muft be pierced,

is very confiderable, as in high
mountains, where the rocks are

often iooo feet high, it is impoffi-

ble to fink wells therein, and con-

fequently to have water. There
are likewife prodigious tracts of
land where water is abfokuely

wanting, as in Arabia Petrasa, a

deiert where it never rains, where
burning fands cover the whole fur-

face of the earth ; where there is

fcarce any vegetable earth, and
where the few plants that grow,
faint away by drought: Springs

and wells are lb rare here, that five

only are reckoned from Cairo to

Mount Sinai, and their water is

befides bitter and brackifh.

Whert the waters on the furface

of the earth cannot find channels

to flow in, they form bogs and
marfhes ; the moft famous marfties

of Europe are thofe of Mufcovy,
at the fource of the Tanais; thofe

of Finland, where are the great

marfhes Savolax and Enafak: there

are marfhes alfo in Holland, in

Weftphalia, and in feveral other

flat countries : In Afia, there are

the marfhes of the Euphrates,

thofe of Tartary, the Palus Mee-
otis ; yet in general there are few-

er in Afia and Africa, than in Eu-
rope : but America is, as it were,

a continued bog in all its plains

;

and the great number of them is a

much better proof of the newnef*

of the country, and the fewnefs of

the inhabitants, than of their little

induftry.
.

There are very large marfhes in

England, in the county of Lincoln,

near the fea, which has loft a deal

of ground on one fide, and gained

it on the other. In the old ground

are found a great number of trees

buried beneath the new ground

which has been formed by the wa-

ters. A great number of trees are

in like manner found in Scotland,

H 3 at
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at the mouth of the river Nefs.

Near Bruges in Flanders, digging

to 40 or 50 feet in depth, are found

a very great number of trees as

clofe to one another as in a foreft

;

the trunks, the branches, and the

leaves are fo well preferved, that

the different fpecies of trees are

eafily diftinguifhed. Five hundred

years ago that land, where thefe

trees are found, was a fea, and be-

fore that time there is no account

or tradition that this land had ever

exifted ; but it mud have been Ian d

as thefe trees grew and vegetated;

and thus the ground, which in far

diftant times was firm land covered

with wood, was afterwards covered

with the waters of the fea, which
brought there 40 or 50 feet depth

of earth, and afterwards thofe

waters retired. A great number
of fubterraneous trees have like-

wife been found at Hull in the

county of York, twelve miles be-

low the city, on the river Hum-
ber; fome of them are fo large

that they ferve for building; and
it is afTured, perhaps without good
foundation, that this wood is as

durable and ferviceable as oak; and
it is cut into fmall rods, and long

fplinters, whicn are fold into the

neighbouring towns, and the peo-

ple ufe them for lighting their

pipes. All thofe trees appear bro-

ken, and the trunks are feparated

from their roots, ns trees which t,he

violence of a hurricane or inunda-

tion had broken and carried away:
the wood nearly refembles that of
the fir-tree, has the fame fmell

when burnt, and makes coals of the

fame fort. In the ifle of Man, in

a bog fix miles long and three

broad, called the Curragh, are

found fubterraneous fir-trees, and,

though they lie 18 or 20 feet deep,

they are notwithftanding firm on
their roots. The like are found

in all great bogs, in quagmires,

and in moft marfhy places, in the

counties of Somerfet, Chefler, Lan-
cafter, and Stafford. There are

certain places where trees are found

under ground, cut, fawed, fquared.

and worked by men: Axes and

bills have been likewife found be-

tween Birmingham in Warwick*
fhire and Bromley in Lincolnfhire;

and there are hills raifed of fine and

light fand, which rains and winds

carry and tranfport away, by leav-

ing dry and uncovered the roots of

great firs, whereon the imprefhon

Of the axe feems yet as frefh as if it

had been juft made. Thofe hills

might have been, no doubt, form-

ed as downs, by heaps offand borne

along and accumulated by the fea^

and on which thofe firs might have

grown ; and they might afterwards

be covered with other fands, col-

lected as the former, by inunda-

tions or violent winds. A great

number of thofe fubterraneous trees

are found alfo in the marfhy grounds

of Holland, in Friezland, and near

Groningen ; and it is from thence

that comes the peat that is burnt all

over the country.

In the ground are found an infi-

nity of large and fmall trees of

a!mofl every kind, as fir, oak, birch,

beech, yew, white- thorn, willow,

and aih ; in the marfhes of Lin-

cokfhire, along the river Oufe, and

in the county of York in Hatfield

-

chace, the trees are ftraight, and
planted as feen in a foreft. The
oaks are very hard, and are ufed.

in buildings, where they laft for a

long time ; the afh is foft, and crum-

bles into duft, as does the willow;

fome of thefe trees have been found

fquared, others fawed, others bor-
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ed, together with broken axes, and

hatchets whofe form refembles that

of knives ufed in fncrifices. Nuts,

acorns, and cones of firs, have been

there found alio in great quanti-

ties. Several oth-.*r marfhy parts

of England and Ireland abound

with trunks of trees, as well as the

marches of France and Switzer-

land, of Savoy and Italy.

In the city of Modena, and with-

in four miles of its environs, in

whatever place they dig, when they

come to the depth of 63 feet, and

have pierced the earth 5 feet deep-

er with an auger, the water fprings

up with fo great a force that the

well is filled in a fhort time al-

moft to the top ; and this water

flows continually, neither dimi-

liifhing nor increafing by rain or

drought: What is further remark-

able in this ground, is, that, when
they come to 14 feet deep, they

find the ruins of an ancient town,

paved ftreets, floors, houfes, diffe-

rent pieces of mofaic work; after

which they find a pretty folid earth,

and which might be believed to

have been never ftirred; yet under-

neath they find a moift earth, and

mixed with vegetables ; and at 26

feet trees quite intire, as hazels

with nuts on them, and a great

quantity of branches and leaves of

trees ; at 1 8 feet deep they find a

foft chalk mixed with a great many
fhells, and this bed is 11 feet

deep; after which are again found

vegetables, leaves, and branches,

and fo alternately chalk and earth

mixed with vegetables to the depth

of 63 feet, at which depth there is

a bed of fand mixed with fmall gra-

vel, and fuch fheils as are found on

the coafts of the fea of Italy : Thofe
fucceffive beds of marfhy foil and

phalk are always found in the fame

order, in whatever part they dig

into, ard fometimes the auger

meets with large trunks of trees

which muft be bored through; and
this gives the workmen great trou-

ble; here are alfo found bones

,

pit-coal, flints, and pieces of iron.

Ramazzini, who relates thefe facts,

believes that the gulph of Venice
formerly extended as far as Mode-
ra, and beyond it; and that in

fucceffion of time, rivers, and, per-

haps, inundations of the fea, had
gradually formed this ground.

I fhall not here enlarge farther

on the varieties of thofe beds, of

new formation; it is fufneient to

have fhewn, that they have no
other caufes than the running or

ftagnant waters on the furface of
the earth, and that they are never

fo hard, or folid, as the old beds

that have been formed under the

waters of the fea.

Obfervations on the cicada^ or locuji

of America, which appears perio-

dically once in 16 or 1 7 years. By
Mofes Bartram, I y 66. Commu-
nicated by the ingenious Peter Col-

lin/on, E/q.

,N the 8th of June, 1766,

1

took feveral twigs of dif-

ferent kinds of trees, on which I

then faw cicada's or loculh, dart-

ing (as it is called) to lay their

eggs; of thofe twigs I put fome

in empty phials; fome in phials,

with a little water ; and fome I

ftuck in a pot of earth, which I

kept moift, in order to preferve the

twigs freih.

July zi, the eggs in the twigs

in the phial with water hatched,

as did thofe in the twigs in the

pot of earth, foon after them ;

II 4 but
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but the twigs in the empty phial

being withered, the eggs perilhed
;

yet I have obferved that on twigs

accidentally broken off in the

woods, if they lie near the ground
in the (hade fo as to be kept moilt,

the eggs in them will hatch in

their due time; but in thofe that

are expofed to the fun, they furely

die.

The young locufts that were
hatched in the twigs in the phial,

ran down the twigs to the water,

on which they floated about four

and twenty hours, and then died;

thofe that were hatched in the

twigs in the pot of earth, ran

down the twigs immediately to

the earth, and entered it at the

firft opening they could find,

which they Tearched for eagerly,

as if already fenfible of danger, by
being expofed to the light of the

fun.

I have obferved that in the na-

tural way the eggs are ufually

hatched in fix weeks; but if, by
the luxuriance of the growth of
the fhoots into which the eggs are

darted, the rind of the tree clofes

and confines them, they will in

that fituation remain feveral

months, till by fome lucky acci-

dent they are difengaged, and
then they will hatch in a few mi-
nutes after, and feek their retreat

in the earth, in the fame manner
as thofe hatched in the ufual time.

But many perifh by being thus im-
prtfoned.

Viewed through a microfcope

the moment they arc hatched, they

appear in every refpeft as perfeel

as at the time of their laft tranf-

formation, when they rife out of
the earth, put off their fcaly co-

vering, expand their wings, dif-

play their gaudy colours, dart

forth their eggs, and after a few
days existence, to fulfil the wife

purpofes of their maker, clofe the

period of their lives by an eafy

death. How aitonifhing therefore

and infcrutable is the defign of

providence in the production of
this infed~r, that is brought into

life, according to our apprehen-
fion, only to fink into the depths

of the earth, there to remain in

darknefs, till the appointed time
comes when it afcends again into

light by a wonderful refurreclion !

The means by which they are ena-

bled to continue their ipecies, is

no lefs fingular than their manner
of exiitence. The females are

furnifhed with a bearded dart,

with which they pierce the tender

lhoots of all trees they happen to

light upon, without regard to fitu-

ation or fpecies ; many therefore

perilh by the quick growth of the

trees in which the eggs are darted;

and more perhaps by being laid in

twigs that hang over ftreams or

{landing waters. The dart by
which the operation is performed,

confiits of three parts ; a middle,

and two fides; the middle is

hollow, through which the eggs

are darted, and the two fides ferve

for a covering to defend it. Thefe

may eafily be taken apart, by
flipping the middle through the

grooves of the two fides, and it is

by Tupping the two outfide parts

by each other rapidly, that they

work a kind of fiant hole in the

foft twig they make choice of,

till they reach the pith, and then

they eject their eggs into it to the

number of twelve ; when this is

performed, they begin another hole

clofe by the fide of the former, and

fo continue to work till they have

carried along two rows, each roar

con-
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confifting of twelve or more holes.

They then remove to another twig,

and proceed as before ; and fo from

twig to twig, till they have exhauit-

ed their ftore, after which they foon

expire.

I have not yet been able to dif-

cover the full depth to which thefe

little animals defcend. Some, I

have heard, have been found thirty

feet deep. 1 myfelf have feen them

ten.

They do not, however, feem

to travel to any great diilance ho-

rizontally ; for they are feldom

found far from the woods, unle fs

in grounds that have been newly

cleared. It often, however, hap-

pens, that in the long period of

their torpid ftate, great trafts of

country are cleared in North Ame-
rica from trees, and converted into

arable or pafture-; hence it is no

unufual thing to fee them leave

their cells in thofe plain grounds,

and haften to fome adjoining fence

to put off their incumbrance, and

prepare themfelves for flight. This

they do always in the night, by
crawling to fome tree, along a

fence, or among bufhes or ftrong

grafs ; and it is remarkable, that

they differ in this from every other

infedl in its chryfalis ftate ; fcr in-

ftead of being wrapped up in a

plain covering, which confines the

inhabitant to a certain fpot till it

burfts, they have a covering fi:ted

to their form, in which they can

travel to a confiderable diflance ;

and which they cannot leave till

they find fome folid fubftance, in

which they fix their claws, and
then, with an effort which re-

quires the utmoit exertion of their

ftrength, they burft their cafe,

which always opens from the fhoul-

ilers to the fore part of the head,

out of which they crawl, leaving

it flicking fall behind. Thou-
fands of thefe cafes may be feen in

a morning, flicking to all parts of
trees, which being hardened in

the fun, have a fcaly - like fub-

ftance, which not being flexible

after it is dry, often fo incumbers
them before they can put it off,

that many periih in the attempt.

For this reafon they always chufe

the night for this operation ; and
wait for the enlivening influence

of the warm fun to ftrengthen and
give conliftence to their wings,

which at firft are white, foft, and
moifl, but foon aflume a dark

brown colour, with a firmnefs that

enables them to fly, and a tranf-

parency that adds a beauty to their

appearance which before was want-

ing-

It is remarkable, that in every

flare of this infe&'s exiftence, it is

eagerly purfued for food by others.

In the very fgg, it is the prey of

ants and birds of every kind ; in

that of the grub, by hogs, dogs,

and all carnivorous animals that

can unearth it; and in its molt

perfett ilate, not only by many
kinds of beau's and birds, but even

by men, many of the Indians, it

is faid, feeding fumptuoufly upon
them.

Soon after they arrive at their

laft ftate of transformation, they

feek mates to enable th?:n to con-

tinue their fpecies ; and in this too,

they are very lingular ; the female,

as has been obferved, is furnilhed

with a dart, the lhaft of which,

takes its rife below the middle of

the infeft; on the contrary, the

male projects his dart from be-

hind, and fixes it near the (haft of
that of the female, where it re-

mains for many hours together

;

during
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during which time, they are not

to bo feparated without lacera-

tion.

During the feafon of copulation,

from fun-rife to fun-fet, the noife

they make is fo loud and perpe-

tual, that little elfe can be heard

|n the woods where they abound ;

and it i.s doubtful, whether, during

this feafon, or indeed during their

whole time of exigence in this Itate,

they eat any thing, or fubfilt only

by fipping the dew ; for which pur-

pofe they feem to be furnifhed with

a long tube, extending from their

heads flat to their breail, and ter-

minating between their legs, with-

out the power of alterirj its por-

tion. Other than this tube they

feem to have none for the purpofe

of fubfiftence. In Ihort, the natural

hiftory of this little infect, feems

highly to deferve the attention of

the curious.

M. Bar.tr AM.

Experiments on a hog's bladder.—

From the h'tftorj of the Royal Aca-

demy of Sciences at Paris.

De la Hire has given an

^ account to the academy
of fome very curious experiments

he had made on the bladder.

Having taken the bladder of a hog
quite frelh and very clean, he filled

it with air, till it appeared to be as

tenfe as it poffibly could be. In

this ltate there was no room to

doubt of its being exactly clofed

up, and that the air could not get

cut of it ; but, having made an

aperture in the bladder, it flagged

immediately of itfelf: afterwards,

whilft it was ftill quite frefh, he

turned it fo as that the part that

was cutw;rd in the natural flate

became the inward ; and having

pour-jd water into it to about three-

fifths of what it might contain,

immediately after the water began
to ooze cr drop out at feveral

places, and in twelve hours time

the half of the water was already

run out. This water, fo filtrated,

was tinged with a very deep red

colour, though the bladder feemed
clear and tranfparent before the

experiment. Hence it was judged,

that the ftrong tsnfion of the blad-

der, when it was filled with air,

had made the blood to pafs out

that was contained in the infinity

of the fmall blood - veflels with

which this membrane is diflemi-

nated, and that this blood, which
was (hed between the fibres, had
been carried off by the water that

oc"<ed through, and gave it this

flrong tincture. In fact, the blad-

der became very white after the

water was intirely run out.

Hereupon M. de la Hire con-

jectured, that the membrane of the

bladder mu.'t be pierced with an

infinity of fmall holes, each fur-

nished wi fh its vaive ; and that

thofe valves are fo difpofed, that

water may enter therein from with-

out inwardly in the natural itate of

the bladder ; but, on the contrary,

that neither water nor air can pals

through it from within outward-

ly, howfoever great the compref-

fion of the air may be when (hot

up in this membrane. The moft

proper conduction of thofe valve*

for producing thefe effects is, ac-

cording to M. de la Hire, the fame
as may be cbferved in the valve*

of the colon of fome fifties. The
valves of the bladder will therefor*

be as papillae formed by a duct

that proceeds by diminishing to-

wards the interior of the mem-
braafc
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brane, and which may give an eafy

entrance to the furrounding liquids

;

but which, on the contrary, fhut

exaftly the paiTage from within to

without in flatting and lying upon
the internal body of the bladder.

M. de la Hire drew from this

.experiment, fome conjectures in re-

gard to the dropfy, which, accord-

ing to him, might be only a dif-

temper of the bladder, whofe pores

or apertures mould happen to be

ftopt up by fome caufe or other :

;n this ftate it is eafy to compre-
hend, it would no longer receive

the waters of the lower belly,

which come there continually hy
palling through the membranes of

the ftomach, as M- Mery has expe-

rienced.

It is, perhap-, alfo, by this way,
that the mineral waters which are

drank, are fo eafily and readily eva-

cuated.

Obfernjations on fane extraordinary

fymptoms occafoned by nutmeg taken

iu too great a quantity. By Dr.
Jacob Scbmidius.—From the Epbe-

merides ofthe Curie us.

Unice mix prodef, nccet altera, tcrtia

mors eji. Schol. Salem.

Que nut is ivbo/fome, afecond is hurt-

ful, a third is mortal.

SEVERAL authors pretend

that it is the common nut

which is pointed out by this verfe

of the fchool of Salernum, and
that it was only intended thereby
to fignify, that, in general, it is

an aliment of a very bad quality,

in whatever fmall quantity it may
be eaten. It appears however
jnore probable, that the authors

of that work had in view three

different kinds of nuts, and that

their meaning is, that the nutmeg
is of fervice to health, that the

common nut is on the contrary

hurtful to the body, and that the

nux vomica is a fort of poifon.

Eut what fhould one think, if I
undertook to prove that the nut-

meg alone poffeffes thefe three dif-

ferent qualities ; that it is at th«

fame time falutary in certain cafes,

in others dangerous, and that it ia

fometimes mortal ; and that con-

fequently the verfe of the fchool of
Salernum had no other nut in view
but this? Be the matter as it may,
I fliall relate, in a few words, what
I oblerved touching its properties

and effects.

A gentleman of Lower Silefia,

about thirty - fix years old, of a
good conftitution, and who en-
joyed a good ftate of health, hav-
ing felt, during fome days, a belly-

ach occafioned by wind, took it

in his head, in order to mitigate

the pain, to eat four nutmegs,
which weighed all together two
ounces, and he drank, in eating

them, fome glades of beer ; which
he had no fooner done, but was
feized with a great heat, a violent

pain in the head, a vertigo and
delirium, and inftantly deprived
of the ufe of fight, fpeech, and all

his fenfes. He was put to bed,

where he fpent two days and two
nights ; his body was oppreffed

wi r.h laflitude, always drowfy, yet
without being able to fleep. Being
called upon to fee him the third

day, I found on him ail the fytnp-

toms I have related, and he was
in that lethargic ftate which is

called a coma vigil, with a weak
and intermitting pulfe. I mads
him immediately take Ibme cepha-

iie
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lie remedies, cordials, and, among
others, the fpirit of cephalic vi-

triol, and the eflence of caftoreum,

in good fpirit of fait ammoniac.

The fourth day he recovered a

little out of his lethargic Hate,

but had abf.)lutely loll his me-
mory, fo as not to remember the

leall thing he had done in his life.

A continued fever then came upon

him, accompanied by an obftinate

watch fulr.efs ; a palpitation of the

heart feemed to be the forerunner

of other fymptoms, and he was

finally ftruck with a palfy in all his

limbs.

At the expir"«tion of eight days,

he recovered the ufe of reafon, and

told us, that, during the iirft four

days of his illnefs, he feemed to

himfelf to have cenftantly a thick

Teil before his eyes, and that a

great number of {parks and fiafhes

continually ifiued from it. All

the bad fymptoms of this malady

yielded at Iaft fucceffively to the

continued ufe of remedies appro-

priated to his Hate ; and in three

months time he was perfectly re-

covered, but he was particularly

indebted, for his cure, to mercurial

and ammoniacal remedies.

According to chemical princi-

ples, it might, perhaps, be faid,

that the aromatic and4
oily fait

contained in nutmeg, of which

this patient had taken too large a

dofe, had immediately excited fo

great an agitation in the humours,,

and fo rapid a motion in the anir

mal fpirits, that in fome meafure

they had contracted an igneous

nature ; and that a vifcid and nar-

cotic fulphur, which refides like-

wife in the nutmeg, though in a

lefs fenfible rcanner, being carried

at the fame time into the mafs of

the blood, by faddenly fixing the

animal fpirits fo exalted, and inter-

cepting their courfe in the nerves,

had afterwards caufed the (lupor in

the limbs, the aphony, and the palfy.

But I leave others to give us an ex-

planation of the phenomena, and
I have only in view, by communi-
cating this obfervation, to (hew that

the immoderate ufe of nutmeg may
be attended with very great dan-
ger.

An account of a dwarf kept in the

palace of the /are King of Poland.
Tranjluted from the laji vol. of
Buffon s Natural Hi/lory,juft tub-
lijb.d.

THE parents of this dwarf
were healthy ftrong pea-

fants ; who affirmed, that at the

time of his birth, he fcarcely

weighed a pound and a quarter.

It is not known what were then

his dimenfions, but one may judge
they were very fmall, as he was
prefented upon a plate to be bap-

tized, and for a long time had a

wooden fhoe for his bed. His

mouth, though well proportioned"

to the reft of his body, was not

large enough to receive the nipple

of the mother ; he was fuckled

therefore by a goat, and fhe per-

formed the part of a nurfe admi-

rably well. When fix months old,

he had the fmall-pox, and reco-

vered without any other affiitance

than the care of the mother and
the milk of the goat. At the age
of eighteen months he could ar-

ticulate fome words. At two
years, he could fupport himfelf

upon his legs, and walk almoft

without affiftance; a pair of flioes

were then made for him, which

were no more than an inch and a

half
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half in length. He was attacked

by feveral difeafes ; but there were

no marks of any other difeafe on

the fkin befides the fmall-pox.

—

He was now fix years of age : hi-

therto his food had been guden-
ftufF, bacon, and potatoes; his

height was about fifteen inches,

and he did not weigh more than

thirteen pounds ; his perfon was

agreeable and well proportioned

;

he was in perfect health, but there

was little appearance of intellect.—

At this time the King of Poland

ordered him to Luneville, gave
him the name of Bebe, and kept

him in his palace.

Bebe thus exchanged the condi-

tion of a peafant for the luxuries

of a court; but he experienced no

change either in his body or his

mind. He had no fenfe of reli-

gion ; was incapable of reafoning ;

could learn neither mufic or dan-

cing; was fufceptible however of

paffions particularly anger, jea-

loufy, et le defir ardent.—When
fixteen years old, he, was only

twenty-one inches in height; he

was ftill healthy and well propor-

tioned ; but at this time, la puberte

produijit fur les organes de la gene-

ration un trop grand effeft ; his

ilrengrh began to decreafe, the

fpine became crooked, the head
fell forwards, the legs were en-

feebled, one fnoulder- blade pro-

jected, the noi'e was greatly en-

larged; Bebe loll his gaiety, and
became a valetudinarian ; and yet

his ltature was inereafed four inches

in the four fucceeding years.—
M. le Comte de Trellan, foretold

that this dwarf would die of old

age before he was thirty ; and in

effect fo it was, for at twenty-one,

he was fhrunk and decrepit; and
at twenty- two, it was with diffi-

culty he could make an hundred

fteps fucceffively.—In his twenty-

third year, he was attacked with

a flight fever, and fell into a kind

of lethargy ; he had fome intervals,

but fpoke with great difficulty:

for the five laft day?, his ideas

feemed to be more clear than when
he was in health. This difeafe foon

proved fatal.— At the time of his

death, he meafured thirty-threa

inches.

New experiments concerning the pu~
trefaction ofthe juices and humours

of animal bodies. By M. yean
Baptijie Gaber. Tranflatedfrom
the Memoirs of the Academy of
Turin.

THE great Lord Chancellor

Bacon, who may be confi-

dererd as the reftorer of philofophy,

was well apprifed of the great ad-
vantages which medical and natu-

ral knowledge would derive from
a judicious hiftory of putrefaction

founded upon experiment. I fhall

not, however, attempt fuch a worlc

in its utmoft extent, nor even to

furnilh materials for fuch a work,
with refpect to all fubjects, for fear

my attention fhould be too much
divided among a great variety cf

facts to be properly employed upon
any. I fhall confine myfelf to

the animal juices; and, indeed,

my experiments have been made
only on the moil considerable of
them, or fuch, at leaft, as appear-

ed to me to be the mofi proper

to throw light upon the internal

caufes of many difeafes, upon
their effects or fymptoms, and the

indications of cure.

I. A man, aged about fifty years,

died of an inveterate jaundice with-

out
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out a fever; and his body having

lain about 24 hours in a cold place

in winter, was then opened. The
large inteflines were found infardt-

ed with a(h-coloured excrements

;

and the fmall ones contained here

and there a kind of yellow mucus;
the gall-bladder was diftended with

a great excefs of bile, nearly black.

Some of this bile I received in a

glafs, from an aperture which I

made in the veficle, and found it

not very fetid, but fomething

glewy and tenacious. 1 put a fmall

part of it into another veffel, and

poured upon it a drop or two of

aqua-fortis ; the mixture imme-
diately efFervefced, and feveral air

bubbles rofe to the furface, with a

hifling which was audible when I

brought my ear clofe to the veffel,

and the mixture became fenfibly

warm.
2. I divided the remainder ofthe

bile into three parts, which I pla-

ced in open glaffes, where they

were expofed to different degrees

of heat, which anfwered to the

35th, 25th, and 10th degrees of

Reaumur's thermometer. At the

end of twenty- four hours I mixed
them with acids : the bile which
had been placed in a degree of heat

anfwering to 35, was moil diluted,

and gave very flight indications of

eftervefcence; that which had flood

in 25, was alfo diluted, and the

acid produced a more fenflble ef-

fervefcence, but ftill very flight;

and the bile, which having been ex-

pofed only to the temperament of
the air, which might perhaps Vary

from feven to ten, preferved its

tenacity, and fermented as forcibly

as in Experim. 1. This experi-

ment was repeated a few hour's af-

terwards, in the prefence of feveral

eminent perfon.% and the efi'cfl was
the fame.

3. Some blood which was taken

from a vein of the dead body at the

fame time, appeared to be of a yel-

lowiih red. Some of this blood

being immediately mixed with fpi-

rit of nitre, efFervefced, but much
lefs than the bile. This mixture

being left to digeft for fome hours,

a yellow ferum feparated from the

blood, and covered its whole fur-

face ; this blood being fubjedted to

the fame heat as the bile, and for

the fame time in the ftove, appear-

ed more difpofed to effervefcence

than the bile; but this dilpofuicm

afterwards gradually diminifned.

4. From thefe experiments the

following obfervations may be

drawn

:

1. That in difeafed bodies the

humours may become fo alkalefcent

as to effervefce with acids; for it

is not probable, that the humours,

on which thefe experiments were

made, efFervefced in confequence of

any alteration they had fuffcred af-

ter the body was dead; it having

been kept only 24 hours in a cold

place, and in cold weather, where

the fame humours taken from a

healthy body would fcarce have

acquired fuch a degree of alkale-

fcence in many days.

2. That a very flight degree of

putrefaction and fetor, which is

not fufEcient to produce alkale-

fcence out of the body, as appear*

by experiments related in the fe-

quel, will produce alkalefcence in

the body.

3. That alkali formed in the

body, and contained in the bile, is

extremely volatile, fince a heat of

25 degrees made the greatefl part

of it evaporate j and that the fame
alkali
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alkali contained in the blood, being

a little more entangled with other

elements, is, confequently, lefs vo-

latile ; fince the fame degree of
heat, continued for the fame time,

diilipated but a very inconfiderable

part of it.

4. This obfervation inclines me
to fufpect, that, in other experi-

ments upon putrefaction, in which
fome operators affirm, that they

have feen indubitable proofs of the

prefence of an alkali; and others

fay, they have fcarce difcovered

any indications at all ; the diffe-

rence is the effect of different de-

grees of heat, the ftalenefs of the

fubftance expofed to the heat, or

the different volatility of the alkali,

arifing from its cohefion with other

principles.

5. The fame experiments that I

made upon the morbid bile, I made
elfo upon healthy bile, upon blood,

and upon ferum. I divided each
of thefe liquors into three parts,

which I feparately expofed to the

three different degrees of heat men-
tioned above; and having fubmit-

ted them feverally to the action of

mineral acids, I found the bile

moll difpofed to effervefcence ; and
Baglivi has obferved, that it cor-

rupts fooner than any other hu-
mour. I found that human bile

was more difpofed to effervefce

than the bile of an ox; that cor-

rupt blood ferments with acids itill

flower, and that ferum ferments

flower than blood. In all thefe

experiments, the effervefcence waa
attended with the fame phenomena
that are related, {Par. 1.) Putrefcent

humours not only effervefce with

mineral acidi, but with very weak
diftilled vinegar. The fevcral por-
tions of thefe humours that have
been expofed to artificial heat, be-

come fetid, and effervefce fooneft,

and fooneft arrive at the laft ftage

of fermentation. When this hap*

pens, the fermentation ceafes*,

though the heat is continued ; and
the fmell, which till then is in-

tolerably fetid, becomes herba-

ceous, and is not difagreeable f.
The fetor trlanifefts itfelf fooner,

and Iafts longer, than the alkale-

fcence.

6. To put the effervefcence of
putrefcent humours with mineral

acids beyond a doubt, I muft now
obfervc, that the aqua-fortis which
I ufed in my experiments was very

weak, and fuch as produced no
motion in common water; and
this effervefcence is fo far from
being the effect of concentering the

acids X, that, in my opinion, the

acids may be fo concentered as to

render the effervefcence lefs, prin-

cipally becaufe the animal humours
refill effervefcence, in proportion

as they unite with acids fpeedily

and intimately : for when I made
ufe of diftilled vinegar, net ftrong

enough to coagulate the putrefcent

humours, I obierved that the effer-

vefcence was equaliy violent, and

I have feen diltilled vinegar ope-

* It has fometimes happened, that ferum oppofed to an heat equal to 35, ha«

not effervefced ; which gives caufe to fufpect that the alkali contained in it difli-

pates in proportion to the force and continuance of the heat.

f This always happens in the procels of vegetation. All putrefcent humours
depofited in a warm place foon become rancid, and contract a ftrong fiuell, which,

after a long time, lefcnibles that of amber.

J Wiiich is the caie with bile not in a putrefcent (late.

I ate
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rate To powerfully upon a putrid

ferum, as wholly to convert it into

froth.

7. When I was reading Dr.

Prinze's experiments upon this

fubjeft, 1 obferved that he fome-

times expofed putrefcent fubftances

to an heat equal to the iooth de-

gree of Farenheit's thermometer *,

which is nearly the fame with the

30th degree of Reaumur's.—Now,
it is certain, that at this degree of

heat, animal humours very foon

become putrid ; but then they lofe

as foon the alkalefcence which they

derive from putrefaction, if this

degree of heat is continued ; fo

that as the corrupting humours

manifeft their alkalefcent quality

for a very Ihort time only, it might

eafily happen that no fign of alka-

lefcence appeared in this experi-

ment, if it was not made in the

critical moment : I mean, if he ex-

amined the putrefcent humours a

little before the alkali was formed,

or a little after it had evaporated.

And fuppofing the experiment to

have been critically made, ftill, as

the ambient heat would have caufed

the alkali to evaporate almoil in-

tirely as foon as it was formed,

Dr. Pringle would have perceived

very flight tokens of effervefcence,

though with a lefs degree of heat

they would have been confiderable :

confequently, if that ingenious and

accurate obferver had made his ex-

periments with a degree of heat juft

equal to that with which I made
mine, the refult, c/tteris paribus,

would have been the fame.

8. I received fome blood, as it

iflued from the arm, in a vial ; and

having diflblved it, or broken its

texture, by continual agitation, t

left it to putrify. I obferved that

its fine florid red colour infenfibly

faded to a blackiih brown ; but

this change did not take place in

the whole mafs at the fame time

;

it began at the furface, and gradu-

ally defcended.

9. Blood in this ftate does no:

putrify fo foon, nor fo foon give

figns of alkalefcence, as the red

part feparated from the ferum, be-

caufe the ferum putrifies more
flowly than any other animal hu-

mour.

10. A|ter having difcovered, by
the foregoing experiments, that

the alkali flies off with a flight de-
gree of heat, I was defirous to try

if I could recover and retain it. I

therefore put into an alembic of

glafs fome ferum which I had fepa-

rated from blood taken a few hours

before from a feverifli patient, and

I placed it in a degree of heat be-

tween 15 and 28 of Reaumur's
fcale : I pafled the neck of the

alembic through a hole which was
made for that purpofe, in the

wooden covering of the ftove, that

the head of it might be in the

fame temperament with the air of
the chamber, which was equal to

about the 10th degree of the fame
fcale, and that the exhaling vapour

might condenfe there into liquor:

to the fpout of the head of the

alembic, I luted a bottle as a re-

ceiver, and at the end of every

two days I had about two drachms
of this diftilled liquor, upon which"

I poured acids, with different ef-

fects. That part which came over

firft, had the fmell and tafle of fe-

rum ; it was clear and tranfparent,

* The Freezing point in Farenheit's is 31, the boiling zi2 (

the firft is marked o, the latter So,

On Reaumur's>

and



NATURAL HISTORY. ll 3

ind did not effervefce either with

f.cids or alkali's. The next por-

tion was -flightly fetid, but nearly

or the fame tafte and tranfparency

as the firft ; the third differed little

from the fecond ; but the fourth

was extremely fetid, foul, opake,

and of a pale colour ; it did not,

however, effervefce, but acids

flightly tinged it with red ; the \tth,

which came over after the tenth

day, and was clear, effetvefced

with acids, and produced a hiiTing

which became femible when the

ear was brought clofe to the veflel ;

it alfo produced bubbles ar>d froth :

the fixth portion was equally lim-

pid, b^t effervefced more flightly,

and when 1 perceived. that nothing

more would come over «itii this

degree of heat, I broke the alem-

bic to examine the refiduum : I

found it a vifcous crull, refembling

wax, of a reddiih colour, and ex-

tremely fetid, but the affufioq of

acids produced not the leaft figns

of effervefcence. This experi-

ment, 1 thought, proved to ue-

monltration, triit alkali evapora.es

with a degree of heat from 25 to

a3 ; that bei.ig collected in a re-

ceiver, it will effervefce, and that

the reliduum is a mafs extremely

fetid, wholly dellitute of alkali,

and, coniequentlv, no effervefcence

is to be expected by pouring acids

upon it.

IT. Some blood which I kept in

a glafs virffel clofe flopped, retained

its alkalefcence a long time, though

it was expofed to a degree of hea:

equal to 25 ; but opon unffopping

the veflel, it flew oft with great v 0-

lence, in a vapour extremely fetid.

The explohon was probably cauf-

ed by the expandon of the air, in

confluence of 'the putrefaction »

and this experiment (hews why the

Vol. X.

humours that are contained in the

velTels of a human body, become
alkalefcent while they are yet fcarc*

fetid, at the fame time that drawn
from the body, and kept in open
veflels, they become fetid before

they give figns of alkalefcence. As
foon as they begin to form alkali

in the veflels, the alkali is retained,

but as it exhales from a veflel ex-
pnfei to the air, a greater quantity

muff, be formed than exhales, be-

fore it can become fenfible.

12. As ferum fiibjefted to the

experiment in a found ltate did not

give up its alkali in lefs than ten

days, it may be fairly inferred that

it does net in lefs time become cor-

rupt, it being certain, in the fipft

place, that humours corrupt flow-

jy rn a clofed veflel ; and, in the

fecond place, that of all humours,
the ferum continues longeft uncor-

rupt.

I did net doubt, but that ferum,

already corrupt, would, in diftilla-

tion, give up its alkali immediate-
ly, I therefore made the fame ex-

periments upon corrupt ferum,

that I had made upon iour.d : My
principal view was to determine,

exactly, the time when the alkali

would begin to fly ciF, and after

having collected the difiilled li-

quor, to try whether it would
ige the blue vegetable colour

of violets to a green, which the

flownels of the preceding experi-

ment had prevented me from at-

tempting. 1 rook for this purpol'e

fume blood in fuch a ftate of pu-
trefcence as to effervefce with a-

cids, and having put it into a glaTs

alembic, I expofed it to the fame
degree of heat with the fame pre-

cautions and apparatus as in the

preceding experiments. The firft

dnv I collected two drachms of the

I diC,



ANNUAL REGISTER, 1767.

)«. But as both the allcalefcence
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diltilled liquor, which I expofed to

the action of various acids', ami a

violent effervefcence eniued : 1 then

poured fome of the fame liquor

upon fyrup of violets and it pro-

duced as fine a green as fpirit of

hartfhorn ; this tincture having

been changed to a red, by the affu-

fion of a few drops of aqua fortis,

became again blue, upon pouring

into it fome more of the dillilled

liquor. The liquor that dillilled

the five following days, gave the

fame indications of an alkali. As
the didillation entirely cealed after

this time, f broke the alembic, and

found jult fuch a rendnum as be-

fore, but under it there was a fmall

portion of liquor, reduced to the

confidence of fyrup, which retain-

ed fomewhat of an alkaline quality,

but fo weak, that having expofed

it about twelve hours- in a window
where the heat of* the air was equal

to about ten degrees of Reaumur's

fcale, the alkali totally difap-

peared.

13. This effervefcence, and

power of changing fyrup of violets

g.een, proves that putrefcent hu-

mours form a true alkali, which

exhales with a very flight heat. I

would have made the experiment

upon the fyrup of violets with the

putrid humours themfelves, but the

opacity of the ferum, the red co-

lour of the blocd, and the yellow-

nefs of the bile, would have ren-

dered it doubtful.

14. As the refiduum left in the

alembic after diftillation, though

»ot alkalefcent, is extremely fetid,

it is evident that though the alkali

may difengage and exalt this fetor,

and render it more penetrating, it

is not the productive caufe of it,

becaufe the fetor remains when the

alkali is departed.

and fetor dilappear in the fame de-

gree of heat, if long continued

(Par. 5.) it appears that this fetor

is produced by the effluvia of parts

extremely volatile, but different

from volatile alkali, which, though

fuoner produced, are more {lowly

dilhpaied, fince the fetor generally

continues longer than the alkalef-

cence. Alkalefcence may, how-
ever, be fometimes connected witn

a flight fetor ; and, on the contra-

ry, extreme fetor may fubfift with-

out alkalefcence. This is a con-

firmation of the difference between

the fetid and alkaline particles,

which the ingenious Dr. Piingle

has demonftrated by another argu-

ment ; he obferves, that the exha-

lations of frefh urine are not per-

nicious, though they contain more
alkali than any fubitance in a llate

of putrefaction, the odour of which

is pernicious in the higheft degree.

Putrid effluvia, therefore,, are of a

different nature from alkaline fait.

16. This being the fad, it fol-

lows that a volatile alkali is not

a neceffary product of putrefaction,

and that the degree of alkalefcence

is not equal to that of putrefaction ;

but that, with refpect to vegetable

fubftances, neutral falts, if mixed

with oil, become volatile by means

of putrefcence, though in animal

bodies alkali commences by the ac-

tion of the bowels, where envelop-

ed with other principles, it becomes

perfect, or manifeits itfeif by pu-

trefaction ; and that for this reafon,

putrefaction engenders a quantity

of alkali more confiderable in pro-

portion as it finds in putrefcent

bodies more falts, and other ele-

ments, capable, by mixing with

falts, of communicating to them
an alkalefcent volatility. Upon

the
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the whole, if it is coniidered, ift,

That acefcent plants, plants that

yield an acid in diftillation, yield

very little of it when they are con-

verted into blood or humours by
the actions of the toiids in an ani-

mal body ; that they putrify al-

moft immediately, and yield in

diltiliation, inilead of an acid, an

alkali in a great quantity ; zdly,

That an alkali is fooner broaght

off by diitillatian from putrified

fubftances than others. 3dly, That
almoft all falts are deitroyed by
the action of the bowels, and pu-

trefcence, and that no alkali is

found in the afhes of bodies con-

fumed by fire ; and, 4thly, That
the humours which abound with

falts, particularly the urine, afford

the greateft quantity of alkali, af-

ter putrefaction ; I fhall be jolli-

fied in adopting the opinion ot the

chymills, who luppofe that volatile

falts owe their origin *o other falts,

which are thus changed, by the

aftion of the bowels in animal bo-

dies, by putrefaction, and by fire,

and that, totally lofing their origi-

nal form, they become alkalies.

Upon this fupp">fition it will be

eafv to conceive how volatile falts

refi'.t putrefaction, as well as falts

of other kinds, although putre-

faction produces them. The quan-

tity of alkatine falts produced by
putrefaction/ is indeed in propor-

tion to the quantity of natural falts

pre-exifting in the putrefyi g fub-

ftances ; but as thefe falts are not

fufheient to prevent putrefaction,

it is not furpriling that the alkali

which refuhs, cannot arreft its pro-

gress. If the natural falts had been
ftill more abundant, there is reafon

to think that they might have re-

tarded its effects ; for urine, which

contains the greateft quantity of

"5
falts, is lead fubjectto putrefaction ;

and when it is become putrid, its ef-

fluvia is lefs hurtful than the effluvia

of any other humour, which can
be attributed only to the abundance
of the pre-exilting falts, and the

ltrength of the alkali that is formed
out of them.

17. The urine of a perfon in

health will no: become putrid in

lefs than three days, fo as to effer-

vefce with acids ; but the urine of
a perfon nek of a putrid fever, will

become fo putrid as to produce that

effect in four and twenty hours.

The blood of a perfon fo difeafed

will alio fhew figns of alkalefcence

much fooner than the blood of a
perfon in a pleurify. Thefe par-

ticulars, however, belong to ano-

ther clafs of experiments, which I
referve till a future opportunity,

and in which, after an examina-
tion of the morbific humours, and
a comparifon of the phenomena
which they exhibit, with each other,

I fhail endt-avour to deduce fuch

confequences as may facilitate the

difcovery of the caufes of difeafes,

explain their natures, and direct

the method of cure.

Experiment on the heat that may be

caufed by the rays cf the fun re-

flected from the mean. By M- De
la Hire, the fen. From the Me-
moirs of the Royal Academy cf
Sciences at Paris.

IT is well known, that a great

number of perfons attribute to

the moon feveral qualities, without

producing reafons founded on good

experiments. I fhall not enter in-

to a detail of thole qualities, hav-

ing remarked, that mod of thofe

I % who
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who attributed them t r > the moon

were ot" different fentltnents. 'I he

quality, it feems, which migh

attributed to her with molt r<

is heat : becaufe her ligh' is tine

of the fun reflected, which fhould

caufe heat, as ail know. Yet as no

experiment, tnat 1 know of, has

been made to invalidate, or fup-

port, the reafons one might have

to attribute this quality to her, I

made the following, as exa&ly as I

could, to know what lhould be be-

lieved herein.

In the month of October lail,

the moon being in the day of her

oppofuion, and the Iky very ferene,

] expofed the burning mirror of

thirty-five inches diameter, which

is kept in the obfervatory, and to-

wards the focus 1 hud the bowl of

an air-thermometer of Mr. Arnan-

ton's, which is the molt ieiifible we

have ; lo that the bowl, which is

of two inches diameter, received

exaftly, throughout its whole fiar-

tace, all the rays that aflerablcd in

the focus ; having examined the

height of the mercury in the tube,

after leaving it there for forne time,

I did not find it different from

what it was before, though the

rays were aiTembled in a fpace 306

times lefs than their natuial ftate,

and consequently, fhould have aug-

mented the apparent heat of the

moon 3o(> times.

it feems that if fuck an experi-

ment as this (wherein not only are

aiTembled the rays of the moon in

a fpace 306 times lefs than their

natural Rate, but wherein alfo they

are obliged to crofs each other as

they alTemble, which increafes the

efFed. of thofe united rays, as is

evident by expofmg the mirror to

the fun) fhews no apparent heat,

we fhoukl believe, that it cannot

make any irnpreffion of fenfible he*«j

in our bodieo.

On afnigul.tr lone, found in the lower

t,. : lty.—Fro/ft the h'jlory tf the

Royal Academy cf Sciences at Paris,

fur theyear 1
760.

A Bavarian foldier, who died at

tne age of 51, in the Mili-

tary Hofpiu! at Brailels, and who
had ferved 28, enjoyed a good ftate

of heaitn till he was 50 years old -

T

at that a^e he began to complain

of a hardnels in the belly, and to

be fubjedl from time to time to a

retention of urine, which he could

cafe himfelr from by turning on the

right fide, and inclining a little on

his belly. None knew what this

ailment could be attributed to ;.

but, having been opened after his

death, cccaiioned by an inflamma-

tory dileafe, it afforded no fmall.

a'lonilhment to difcover what had

been the caufe of it.' In the pel-

vis was found a kind of bone weigh-

ing 20 .ounces, which was lodged

towards the right fide, between the

bladder and the os pubis. It was

only connected with the mefentery,

and had -no adhefion with the

neighbouring parts : it was inclofed

by a very thin membrane fallened

to the mefentery by a thick and

glandular body, having the form

of a cone -

y the point of this cone

was inferced in a cavity at the up-

per part of the bone ; having drawn

upwards this fattening which was

more membranous than cartilagi-

nous, the b"ne followed with u'(

requiring to cut any thing, or ever)

to make any effort : By the weight

nnd pofition of the bone it appeai, .

why the foldier eafed hinrielf of

his retention of urine by placing

himfelf
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hlmfelf on his right fide, and in-

clining a little forward.

A remarkable particulir in this

bone was, that it was m.ubled, and

more heavy and hard than bones

ufually are.

It would have been perhaps dif-

ficult to guefs, that it was Inch a

caufe that produced the fen!ation

of hardnefs which this ibldier had

in his belly, and the retention of

urine to which he was fubject ; and
it would have been not lefs diffi-

cult to explain how this bone could

have been formed : but it is al-

ways of great importance to collect

facts of this kind ; they exhibit to

us the deviations of nature, and

may ferve fkilful men for kno

a like caie, and perhaps deliver-

ing the paiient of his ailment, in

ridding him, by a bold operatio.i,

of this foreign body.

The academy had this obferva-

tion from M. Terence Brady, phy-

fician to his royal highnefs prince

Carles of Lorrain, who fent with

it a drawing of the bone, wh
is feen the manner of its being
marbled, which is fotnething v^ry

fingular. It were to be wifhed
thrt this able phyfician had made
a more accurate examination of
this bony mafs, in order to fee

whether its fubltance was really of
the fame nature with that of bones

;

for there are ftrbilantial realons to

doubt it is.

Accsunt of a petrified beehive, dif-

co-vereji on the .mountains of Siout

M tbe Upper Egypt, by Mr. L;ppi,

licentiate in pbyfee of the faculty

of Pun:.

L I P P r found, on thofe

# mountains, at the en-

trance of a vait cavern, a b"dy of

real Hone, of an irregular figure,

but quite porous, which he had
the curiofuy to open. He was
very much furprifed to fee the

whole divided into oval cells of

three lines in breadth, and four

lines in length, placed all man-
ner of ways about each other, but

no where communicating, all of
them lined with a very thin mem-
brane, and what was more won-
derful, each inclofing a maggot,
or a rly perfectly like a bee. i lis

maggots were very hard and very

folid, and might pafs for petrifi-

ed i but the fiies were only dried

up, and well preferved as antient

mummies ; and fmall oval grains,

which appeared to be eggs, were
i !

r.en found under them. There
was at the bottom of many of
the cells a thick juice, blackifh,

very hard, appearing red when,

expofed to the light, very fweet,

making the faliva yellow, and in-

flammable as refin. It was, in

!.: rt, real honey; but who mould
ever think of finding honey in the

bofora of a (lone ?

M. Lippi conceives that this

was a natural hivr, which at firfl

had been formed in a loofe, light,

and fandy earth, and afterwards

was petrified by fome particular

accident. The animals that inha-

bited it were furprifed by the

petrification, and, as it were,,

fixed in the ftate they were then

found. Their dried up mucofity

had formed the membrane that

lined the cells. At .the time when
the hive tvas yet foft, the bees

went out of it to feek their food,

and make their honey in it.

Still feekir.g in the fame plac»

other particulars to clear up this

fact, M. Lippi found, in feveral

I 3 parts,
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parts, the beginnings of a like which the author fubjoins ten Ger-
hive. It was, as it were, the firft man names.]

bed, formed of a number of little The ancients were unacquaint-

cells for the mod part open, and ed with the nature of this ltone ;

containing the animal in all its fome fuppofing it to be petrified

different ftates, but dried up and bones, others a lpecies of gypfum
very hard as well as the hives. He or plafter.

faw beiides on one of the firft beds The ofteocolla grows in the

a fecoi.d compofed of a heap of duichy of Croffen, in Silefia, Po-
little hillocks of about five lines in merania, Hefie, Saxony, Poland,

height, and an inch diameter at at Darmitadt, Heidelberg, Spire,

their bafe. They were grume Pcna in Mecklenburgh, in the

lous, eafily reducible into dull, marquifite of Bradenburg, near

and nearly refemble the hills thrown Befkau, Sonneberg, and Droffen,

up by moles. M. Lippi opened The foil in which it grows is

them by ftrikmg gently againft always fandy and barren, and the

them, and found in every one of only trees under which it is found

them two or three oval cells, filled are poplars.

with a yellow maggot, and full Kreuterman met with one re-

of juice, which occupied them prelecting the figure of a houfe or

intirely. caitle, but it l'eems rather to have

It is eafy to conceive that on a been a tophus than an ofteocolla,

firft bed once formed feveral others And Mercatus was certainly mif-

are alfo formed, which conftitute taken, when he gave that name to

the whole hive. But how are thtfe petrefactions and calcareous to-

beds formed ? Whence comes the phules, Hermanus pronouncing

earth they are conftru&ed of ? Docs thefe laft to be rather bolaria or

the animal carry it thither ; and cifti.

bow does he carry it, and in fo As to its production, it grows,

great a quantity? This is not yet as has been faid, in fandy ground,

known ; time alone can make us fome feet deep, and has the figure

acquainted with this branch of of a root. The largeft can hardly

knowledge.

Jin extract from Atr.brofe Bearer's

Dijferlatij/i ok the Ojlcocdla.

THE Hone ofteocolla has fe-

veral names given it, but

the moll common is ofteocolla,

from the Greek word u-u., bone,

be gralped with both hands, but

they vary in fize, like other

roots.

The ofteoco'la, while it re-

mains under ground, is alwayi

foft like clay, and when rubbed
with the hand, grows quite tal-

lowilh ; but, when expofed to the

air, it hardens like chalk, and al-

fumes the lame colour. In its ori-

and K6?.7,a, glue; it is alio 'called ginal ftate it appears like a mix-
lapis oftite?, ollofteos, oflina, off- ture of grey, yellow, and white
fana, cflifraga, lapis Afiaticus, pi- clay, and fand fticks plentifully to

erre de monti, lapis Morochius, its outfide ; and it is with infinite

flores arerae, fcflile arbrrefcens, labour and care that it can be
lapis fabilis, lapis arenofus, [to taken up entire ; for at firft, a

fmall
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fmall part only mull be uncovered,

cleanfed, and expofed to the aclion

©f the air to harden ; and then the

part fo managed muft be again

carefully covered with boards to

prevent the rain or moifturc com-
ing to it, which will effeflually

defeat all endeavours to preferve

i: ; and this method of uncovering,

cleanfing, and covering again,

muft be repeated till the whole

is cleared and dried ; which in

variable feafons will take up feve-

ral months.

Authors differ in clafling the

ofteocolla among the vegetable or

mineral fubftances. Mod of the

ancients, as has been already ob-

ferved, have miftnken it for bones

that have undergone fome acciden-

tal change ; which others again

deny, as no traces of animal parts

have ever been diicovered in it by
chemical proceffes ; nor any frag-

ments of bones been found near

where it grows. Erafmus has

written the belt upon it.

Thofe who will not admit the

olleocolla among the animal, have,

ranged it among the mineral fub-

ftances ; in which they are certain-

ly right. ProfefTor Teichmeyer
indeed calls it a marie ; but M.
Henckel of the board of min^s,

claffes it among the minerals, yet

fays nothing of its produflion.

Profelfor Jimoker fays, it is gene-

rated in the fand, but he likewife

leaves the manner undecided. My
opinion is, that it is a root, to

which the fand adheres, and by
degrees produces the ofteocolla ;

and I am the more confirmed in

this opinion, as upon enquiry I

found near Teroe, in ..the marqui-
fate of Brandenburg, a withered
twig, and a green moot from -a

rotten ftump, the uppermoft part

II 9

of which was wood dill, but the

root or lowermoft part was wholly

transformed into pure ofteocolla ;

and this ftump J had reafon to be-
lieve was the remains of a tree

which the people of the country

call a fpecies of poplar.

Its origin, therefore, is to be
fcught for in the remains of the

black poplar, the timber of which
being firft cut down, and the ftem

or ftump rotted, the ofteocolla grows
by degrees from the remaining

root ; for in all the parts of the

ofteocolla, fomething of woodinefs

is difcoverable, which, when tho-

roughly rotted, crumbles away
and leaves thofe innumerable per-

forations which give it the appear-

ance of bone ; and that it is pe-

culiar to this tree may be pre-

fumed from this, that though of-

teocolla has been diligently fought

for in the roots of other trees grow-
ing on the fame ground with the

poplar in which it is found, yet

nothing like it has ever been dif-

covered. From all which, thei'p

conclufions, I think, may be fairly

deduced.

I. That the foil in which it is

found is not the efficient caufe of

its growth.

II. That wherever ofteocolla

is found, there is or has been
poplar.

III. That whoever finds olleo-

colla will plainly perceive it has

been a root. And,
IV. That wherever ofteocolla

abounds, there will be feen a bo-
ny-like fubftance projecting from
the ground, which has given rife

to the vulgar notion, that it grows

and bloftbms.

Be this however as it may,
wherever thefe bony-like excref-

cences appear, by digging a fpan

I 4 deeper,
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deeper, oP.eocclla will certainly be fuit of the lad confequcnce to her }

found ; and tiiough the parts that fhe went only ?mong her lawyers,

arc above ground be hard, thofe or to church, to endeavour to in-

undennath are ahvay foft. tereft heaven in her caufe ; here

M. Beurer tried the oileccolla fhe was oblerved to proltrate her-

in various menftruums, to difco^er felf before every altar. She eat

the quantity diflblyable in each, little, and flept Ids ; tho' (he had

and for this purpole infufed half a been told, that the .court feemed

dram of the oileocolla in'hall an favourable to her caufe, yet the

ounce of each menfli uum : The
oil of vitro! dilfolved four grains

of it ; the folution was yellow ;

and the fedimeot a cream colour.

The fpirit of vitriol reduced the

evening before the day of hearing

(he fell into v. hat was believed to

be an apoplexy. The phyfician

and furgeon being called, found

her fitting moiionlefs in a chair,

toa.faft. The fpirit of ni- with her eves open and fixed up-

tre diflblved one fcruple and four ward ; her arms raifed, and hands

grains of it; and the acid of joined, as one in an ecftafy ; her

common fait, one fcruple and fix countenance,

grains ; atjua-fenio diflblved one

fcruple and (our grains, and dif-

tijled vinegar one fcruple and a

half.

By didillation on an open fire,

the ofteocolla yields a urinous (pi-

which before was
both pale and forrowful, was new
both florid and gay ; her breath-

ing was free ; her pulfe was like

that of one afleep, full, and
flow ; her limbs were fupple, and
would move as one would have

ru ; a fixed alkali being poured them, without offering any re-

upon it, produces an immediate finance, and would remain in

efrervefcence ; the (ediment con- what pofture they were leu in;

verted to a lixivium with pure when her chin was pulled down,

water is quite taftelefs, though oil her mouth remained open ; when

of vitriol, poured upon the ofteo- hw arms were raifed they remain-

colla in a retort over a gentle fire, ed fo ; and let them be put into

will feparate from it an acid of the molt uneafy pofture one could

common fait. think, of, they always remained

M. Bearer endeavoured to re- in tne fixation they were put in-

duce part of the fediment to a calx ;
to; ^e all this time feemed in-

but without effect.

Its ufe in medicine is abforbent

;

and it is. by fome applied in the

cure of the fluor albus.

An uncemmon ir.Jiance of a catahpfis

(a kind of apoplexy) in a lady.

From ihe lafl 'vol- of the Memoirs

of the Academy of Sciences at

Paris.

A

(enfible ; they tormented her feve-

ral ways ; put live coals to her

feet ; bauled into her ears that

fhe had gained her caufe, (he gave

no figns of life ; Meffrs. Attalin

and Charles, both profeflbrs of

phyfic, had her blooded in the

foot, and when they came to vilit

her after fupper, they found her

recovered out of her cataleptic fit

;

which had held her three or four

hours. She here entertained them
with all the circumftances of herLady about 45, came to

Bcfancon to iblicit a law- law-fuit, interfperfed with fuch

moral
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moral reflections, as naturally arofe

from her ilory ; thofe prefen: did

every thing to aflure her {he would

gain her caufc ; fhe was afked

whether (he had any notion of

what happened unto her ; fhe faid

fbe had feen nothing, but could

diftingnifh the voice of fome about

her ; yet lhe never M: the chafing-

di(h of coals under her feet, nor

the bleeding in the foot; though

fhe had been tormented all manner
of ways, yet (he never complained

of any pain or latitude ; While

file thus entertained the company,
.£he was "Obferved to interrupt her

difcourfe, to draw a deep figh, and

then her eyes became . fixed ;

every thing was done to prevent

thofe little fits by reminding her

where (he left off; but lhe could

never recover the thread of her

difcourfe, but wcuid begin fome
other ilory ; in about an hour after

fhe fell into anotr.er cataleptic fi
r

,

which was as ftrodg as the firit

;

after it was over, lhe, fitting in

her chair, talked of her affairs as

before, for an hour and a half

good, and after this , fhe began to

fpeak wildly, fhe likewife fcream-

cd frightfully, and was foon after

feizeJ with a violent fever. She
was treated by the above phvficians

for three or (our davs : (he ilil! re-

maining at Befancon, but without

any vifible relief; whereupon they

advifed to have her carried bjck

to Veibul, her native phce, where,

to the furprife of every body, (he

perfectly recovered, and is iliil

living.

A Jimihr cafe, Jiill more extraordi-

nary, 1762.

A fervant maid at Montpelier,

about twenty, of a pale com-
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plexion, and ever complaining of
cold in her extremities, of a ti-

morous though fretful difpofition,

after fome grief fhe took in Mar.h,
was fuzed with a cataleptic fit ;

whatever attitude (he was in at

the time of feizure, (he retained it

till the lit was over. Thefe fits

increaiing obliged her to be car-
ried into -the hofpital, where fhe

was attended by MeiTrs. Sauvage
and Lazerme : thefe fits were va-
rious as to their duration, being
from half a quarter to three quar-

ters cf an hour; in the months of
April and May, 1757, this ca-

talepfy was accompanied with ve-

ry extraordinary appearances, dif-

tinguifhable into three vifible pe-
riods, the beginning and ending
cataleptic, and middle, lafted a
whole day, or from morning till

night: when her catalep ic fit,

which often ufed to hold her five

or fix minutes, was over, as was
always known by her beginning
to yawn, (he then fat up in her
bed, began to talk very fait, and
more feofibly than (he was known
to do in her -full health ; fhe

would now often change her dif-

courfe, and that pertinently e-

nough, and appear as if (he di-

rected her difcourfe to fome friends

prefent ; this was always obferved
to have fome connexion with thac

fhe held in a fit the day before,

or it turned on fome moral reflec-

tion, which fiie (hrewdly would
apply to fome of the attendants of
the hofpital. All this time her
eyes were fully open, and yet fhe

was in a mod profound deep,
without either motion or feeling,

as M. Sauvage confirmed by many
experiments he made. ill, By-

approaching the flame of a bougie
lb near her eye as to barn her eye-

brows;



I 1Z

brew

ANNUAL REGISTER, ijCj.

fhe however did not even

wink at this, zdly, He got one

to bawl loud into her ear, thump
hard at the head of the bed, which

at any other time would terrify her

greatly ; he befides had fome bran-

dy and even fpirit of fal-ammoniac

put int» her eyes, he alio thrult

his finger into them, had Havanna
fnuff blown into her nofe, pins

thrult into her flefh, and her fin-

gers twilled, yet all to no purpolc,

fne never gave the leaft fign of

feeling.

While thefe experiments were

making, her difcourfe (for lhe ail

the time continued talking) all of

a fudden became more lively ; this

was a prelude to a new fcene ; fhe

now began to fing and jump, and

burft out after into a fit of iaugh-

ter, endeavouring at the fame time

to get out of bed, which fhe at lait

effected with feemingly great joy ;

ihe now ranged the whole ward,

carefully avoiding the beds, chairs,

&c. and returned without any d.f-

ficulty to her own bed, lay down
after, and covered herfelf, where

in a fhort time fhe was feized with

a cataleptic fit, which in lefs than

one quarter of an hour left her
;

ihe then awoke as out of a pro-

found fleep ; upon feeing fo many
about her, fne appeared confufed,

and cried for the remaiader of the

day, though fhe had no knowledge

of what fhe did in her fit.

About the end of May all the

foregoing fymptoms left her, tho'

it could not be attributed to any

effect from medicines. She was

blooded once in the arm, often in

the foot, and feven times in the

jugulars ; fhe was purged five or

fix times after fome aperitive apo-

aems fhe took ; fhe took a ffo-

machic electuary made of the bark,
cinnabar, pulvis ad guttetam, and,
when the weather was mild, ffts

was bathed twenty times in a bath

rather cold than warm ; fhe had
after fome preparations of Mars
ordered for her, was leeraingly re-

ltored to her health, but fhe wai
far from being fo, having returns

of her difcrder every winter, to

1759, with this difference, that it

was not now preceded by a cata-

leptic fit, nor was her want of feel-

ing io great. She was one day
feized with a fit en the bridge,

where fhe was obferved to fpeak
as to her own lhadow or image fl.e

law in the water. At a fit fhe had
lait Chriilmas holy-days, lhe had
fome notion of thofe about her.

This young woman is now fo

accuitomed to her difcrder, that

all the concern it gives her is fome
little confuiion : however, fhe is

not of fo pale a complexion ; but

fhe ftill feels the fame heat and
weight on her head, and on the

decline of the fit complains of a
cardulgia, which awakes her.

On a fijh rf the river of Surinam,

nuhicb produces very Jingular ef-

fd<. Fiom thefame.

wT E daily difcover new won-
ders in nature ; and, if the

facl we are going to give an ac-

count of, after M. Muichenbrcek,
is exactly fuch as it is related, ic

is one of the molt extraordinary that

occurs in the hiftory of animals.

This able naturalift fays, in a

letter to the Abbe Nollet, that a

fifh or kind of eel is found in a

river of Surinam, which has the

fingular property of linking you.

M
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as the (hock or commotion of Ley-

den, when you put your hands in-

to the water near the place where

it is. If, for inftance, filhermen

or feamen come near in a boat,

within the diftance of eight or ten

feet, and dip their hands in the

water, they immediately feel them-

felves {truck, fays M. Mufcnen-

broek, as in my experiment (it is

the fame as the commotion of Ley-
den) by the electricity of the fifti ;

if they pu(h it with a ftick, they

feel a fmarter ftroke ; and if with

an iron rod, they are ftruck as

with a mighty force ; in fhort, no

one dares to lay hold of it with

the hand, and with an electrical

fhock it kills the fifties that in

fwimming pals near it ; yet, the

moft remarkable thing is, that if

the feamen, inttead of an iron rod,

dip down by the fide of the fifh a

ftick of feaiing-wax, or even touch

it wich that Hick, they feel no
ilroke ; whence M. Mufchenbroek
concludes, that, in the different

circumftances here related, the men
are ftruck by the electricity only

of the fifh.

Here are very fingular effects,

and there are others which are

more extraordinary, fince M. Muf-
chenbroek fisiifb.es his recital, by
laying that fome others are not left;

certain than the foregoing, but

which he dares not give an account

of.

None can be better difpofed

than we are to adopt the opinions

ot fo learned a gentleman ; yet,

in admitting all thofe marvellous

effects, we cannot believe, with

him, that they ought to be attri-

buted to e'edricitv. Jt feems he
was induced to think fo after the

experiment of the fealing-wax ;

but it appears incompatible with
the fads we know of. It is in-

deed well known that every real

electrical body, being made wet,

tranlmits electricity as metals and
other non - eled;ical fubftances.

Thus the ftick of fealing - wax
wetted ought to produce the fame
effect as the iron bar, &c. unlefs

it be fuppofed that the fmall part

of this ftick out of the water is

enough to prevent it, which is

not very probable. Befides, a

ftick of wood, or iron rod, might
tranlmit certain concuflions, or

certain motions, communicated
by the fifh to the parts of the

water, which the fealing-wax might
not. Many things may be ltill

faid to fhew that eledrici:y has

no fhare in the fingular effects at-

tributed to this fifh, and perhaps

none of the fads do really exiit.

Let us not forget all the wonders
that have been related of the tor-

pedo. Though this fifh is an in-

habitant of our feas, and it was
eafy for every one to aicertain

what is faid of it, yet none before

M. Reaumur, in our days, had
fliewn what all thofe ftories a-

mounted to. There are two thou-

fand leagues from heice to Suri-

nam ; and what an alteration may
arife in facts through ihe courfe of

fuch a palTage ! Yet all the above-
related circumftances give us rea-

fon to regret that one of thofe fin-

gular fifties, which w..s bringing

lrom tnat country to M Mufchen-
broek, died in the paffage. If it

had lived, this wife naiuraiift would
have loon difcovered, and made
known all the certainty in the fads
reir.ted of it.

The fifh here fpoken of is called

by naiuralifts gymnotus, and by
the
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the D:^tch, Beef- rial, in French

Anguille de bceuf, i. e. Beef-eel :

eet in length, and

nearly about the thicknefs of a

man's arm ; and it is found parti-

cularly in places where there are

rocks.

I.',. Richer fpeaks, in the ac-

count of his voyage to Cayenne,

of a filh that feems quite like this

in bignefs and its effects : He
lays that when it is touched with

the finger, or even with a ftick,

it fo benumbs the arnT, and the

part of the body nearcil to it,

that one remains for a quarter of

an hour without being able to ftir

it; that himfelf had felt this ef-

and he adds, that the fiih-

p fay, that by ftrikirg other

fifties with its tail, it fets them

afieep: Thia is not unlike what

M. Mufchcnbroek relates of the

gymnotus, but it is much lefs ex-

traordinary.

Of different hones yvhich ha-ue been

Jij'co<vereJ within a rock near Aix.

From the fame. *

E cannot be too rsferved

in points of natural hiftory,

when we are to decide concerning

the refi mblance between fome fof-

fil bodies and others primitively

organized, efpecially if thefe are

of fo delicate a fubftance, as to

make it rare, after a certain time,

to find them well preferved, or at

leaft to difcover the parts that

have not undergone notable altera-

tions.

When one in fact, has believed

there is found fome decifive rela-

tion in thofe forts of refearches,

all the obfervations come to ter-

minate in the idea firit conceived ;

fo that the obferv.ition of whatever
does not agree therewith is only
attended to, far from finding a rea-

fon to bring things to a cloier exa-

mination, and to return to the firit

impreffions received.

The feveral bones difcovered

near Aix, and which at firit fight

have been held to be human bones,

confirm what we fay, and prove
how much, in comparing one body
with another, it is neceffary to know
perfectly what is molt proper to

characterize them.

Springs of mineral waters are

very near the place which thefe

bones were taken out of; feveral

chains of mountains feparate it

from the lea, which is five leagues

diftant from it- A rock, which
is there level with the furface of the

ground, was fapped by gunpow-
der ; it formed a very hard mfl fs,

and no ilrata were obTervable in it

;

the part of this rock which lay bu-
ried in the earth to a certain depth,

was covered with a bed of clay,

over which was vegetable earth :

the interior of the rock was of the

nature of the hardeft marble, and
mingled with jafpered and tranfpa-

rent veins. It was after penetrat-

ing into it five feet in depth, that

a great quantity of bones were dif-

covered to be lodged in it : They
were held as having belonged to

different parts of the human body ;

jaw-bones, teeth, arm and thigh

bones, all were confidered as fuch

:

They had not, in appearance,

changed their nature; their cavity

was filled with a ciyftalline fub-

ltance, or a ftony matter like to

that which inclofed them.

At the depth of four feet and a

half, were difcovered bodies of a

pretty regular figure, and refem-

bling human heads j the occiputs
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of fome of them have been pre-

iervcd : they were incruftated in

the Hone, and their internal part

was full of it : the face of one of

thofe heads was preserved without

alteration ; it is in the natural

proportions ; the eyes, the nofe

well formed, though flatted, the

cheeks, the mouth, the chin, are

therein diltinguifhed, and the muf-

cies of the whole very well arti-

culated : this head is of the fame
fubftance with the ftone it was
taken out of.

In the fame place was found a

great number of pointed teeth,

whofe analogies are unknown ; one

in particular was remarked which
was round, much bent, and fharp

as that of fifties ; it was not intire,

but it was judged from its remains

that its length might have been

three inches ; its enamel was of

the fined polifh : fome other teeth

were alfo difcovered, which were

of a greater or fmaller dimenfion

than that here mentioned, and
whofe interior fubftance bore a

great likenefs to that of the teeth

of fifties.

There was likewife obferved, on
the furface of a fragment of the

Hone, a kind of fquare horn, fome-

what bent, and laid horizontally;

it was covered with a fubftance re-

fembiing that of harts horns ; the

remains of it is three inches in

length ; and three longitudinal ca-

nals make it fufpedled that it be-

longed to fome fifti.

The quarry, out of which thefe

bones were taken, is ficuated on
a rifing ground, where neither

fprings, nor rivulets, nor waters,

ar; feen to filtrate into it : and
though, in digging into the earth

about, fe\era\ broken bricks and
the remains of houfes are found,

yet none of thofe vcftiges are per-
ceived in the quarry itielf; h

gives room to prefume that it was
never opened by the firft Romans
who eftabliftied themfelves in the

environs of Aix; and thofe bones
are of a date greatly anterior to
them.

M. Guettard, among fome
of our academicians, is no:

pofed to believe that the greater
part of thofe bones have the origin
that is attributed to them ; and
that the heads, efpecially, have
belonged to human bodies. H6w,
indeed, can it be conceived, that

the fleih and mufcles of thofe heads
have been preferved in fuch per-
fection that a mafk of ftone ihuuid

mould itielf over them with regu-
larity, and catch exactly the deli-

cate features cf the face ? A ffony

juice ftiould, in confequence of
this idea, have bedewed thofe well-
formed walks, and., after bcin^
indurated thereon, fhou'd have
given in relief the figure cf the
heads on which the mafks had been
at firft moulded. Bendes, it is

feen, by the account, that the
quarry is formed of ruins ; that all

things are there heaped up:

ar.other without order ; and that

the fediments of ftony matter
being performed by fucceffion, it

fhould be likewife fuppofed, that

thofe heads were preferved with-
out alteration during a cenfider-

able time, to ferve as a nucleus t*>

the matter which had inclofed

them. M. Guettard's opinion, in

cefufing to hold as human bones
thofe of. the quarry of Aix, feems
aifo the better grounded, from the
discovering of feveral teeth of fea-
filhes ; it being very probable, that
whatever has been taken for hu-
man head: h only the produce of

a ftony



126 ANNUAL R
a ftony fubftance, which had taken

its regular form from fome heads

of" fifties. Teeth like thofe of the

environs of Aix have been found

at Dax ; and they were full fixed

in a jaw-bone which is preferred

in M. de Reaumur's cabinet of
natural hillory, and which could

belong only to fome large fea-fifti.

M. Guettard has befides obferved,

that the ftoncs mixed with the

bones of the quarry of Aix are

filled with gravel and rcundifh

pebbles, which indicate fediments

formed by the fea : the greater

part alio of the bones, vvhicn have

been taken for arms and legs,

feems to be portions of the ribs

of fifties.

M. Guettard does not deny but

that human bones may be found

inclofed in ftor.e ; but he pretends

that, when this happens, the place

tney are in retain? the marks of

earth tha; has been furred or work-
ed, and ftiews, bv iome veftiges,

that men had dwelt there. It ap-

pears on the contrary, according

to the deicription made of the

quarry of Aix, that it is itill in

its primitive ftate, and belongs to

eld nature : the gravel and peb-
bles found there are like thofe

thrown up by the fea ; and it is

>ery probable, that the bones it

contains have their origin from
fifties, whatever relation might
have been obferved between them
and human bones.

Obfervation on cures performed by

burning. Extracted from the ails

tf the academy of Upfal in Swe-
den.

'T1 HERE have been violent
-*- pains and achs of the head,
whofe cure has been fudden and

EGISTER, 1767.

unforefeen. A lady thirty -five
years old, and of a good conftitu-
tion, had continual pains, with
exacerbations, which feized her
once regularly in eight or ten dav's,

and lafted ten or twelve hours
with fo much violence, that ftie

was fometimes as fenfelels, and
fometimes as mad. The feat of
the pain was principally in the
forehead, and in the eyes which
then became very red and fpark-
ling. The great fits were accom-
panied by naufeas, and always
ended by vomiting a quantity of
a white, flimy, frothy, and infipid

matter, and a green and very bit-
ter water which did not come till

laft. While thefe fits continued,
ftie could take no nouiiftiment

;

when they ceafed, fhe had a good
appetite, and no wafle of flefti

was vifible, notwithftanding the
long duration of fo diftrefied a
condition.

Her phyficians to no purpofe
2dminiilered all forts of remedies
to her for three years together.
Opium alone fnfpended for fome
hours the ordinary pains of her
head, but had no effecl upon the
exacerbations.

One evening perceiving the ap-
proach of a fit, and going to bed,
fhe had a mind firft to examine if

her eyes were very red. She beheld
herfelf in a little pocket looking-
glafs, and the fire of a wax taper,
which flood near her, catthed her
night-cap, which was of thick
cloth. At firft fhe did not per-
ceive it, and {he chanced to be
alone. The fire burnt all her fore-

head, and a part of the crown of
her head, before fhe could make
any one come to extinguifh it.

Her phyfician, who was fent for,

had her let blood immediately,
and he treated the burn according

to
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to the common method, the pain

of which ceafed in a few hours.

But the great fit that was expected

did not come ; even the ordinary

head-ach difappeared a'mofr, that

moment without the help of any

other remedy than burning ; and
now, thele four years fince this hap-

py accident fell out, the lady has

enjoyed perfect health.

Anocher good effect of accidental

burning appears from the follow-

ing caie : A woman, who for fe-

vera! years part had her legs and

thighs fwelled, in an extraordinary

manner and very painful, found

relief in rubbing them before the

fire with brandy every morning
and evening. One evening the

fire chanced to catch the brandy

fhe had rubbed herfelf with, and
fiightly burnt her. She applied

fome unguent to her born, and in

the night all the water her legs

and thighs were fwelled with was

intirely difcharged by urine, and
the fwelling did not return. It is

a pity that chance does not oftener

act the phyfician.

It has undoubtedly taught feve-

ral barbarous people this fcrt of

remedy, \vho fuccefsfully practife it,

and perhaps the more voluntary

from being more cruel, as it gives

them an opportunity of {hewing

their courage. M. Homberg, the

French academician, who was born

in the ifland of Java, relates, that,

when the Javans have a certain co-

lic, or a loofenefs attended with

pain, which is generally mortal,

they cure themfelves of it by burn-

ing the foles of their feet with a
hot iron. If they have a whitlow
on the finger, they dip it feveral

times into boiling water, an iaftant

each time ; and M. Homberg him-
felf, to follow in fome meafure the

cuftoms of his country, cured him-
felf of a whitlow in this manner.
We find, in the relations of travel-

lers, feveral other diftempers, which,

the favages cure by burning ; and,
without going ib far ourfelves, on
feveral occafions we apply this re-

medy to horfes, hounds, birds of
prey, &c. but it is true our deli-

cacy does not permit us to make ufe

of it fer ourfelves, and it perhaps
makes us prefer longer pains to

fhorter. It has not likewife fuf-

fered our long ufe in Europe of the

Chinefe moxa, or down, brought
aifo by the Spaniards from Ame-
rica, and which cured the gout
when burnt on the afflicted part.

A recent inftancs has appeared in

a burgher of Hamburgh, wh« by
this remedy in feven or eight days

was freed from his fits of the gout,

which before lafled two cr three

months, and at the fame time it

made them more unfrequent.

In fhort, it may be fuppofed

with good reafon, that burning
may cure three different way* ; by
putting the noxious humours in a

great motion, which makes them
turn into new channels ; or by
making them fluid from a Hate of

vifcidity, which comes to the fame ;

or by deftroying a part of the duds
that conveyed them ia too grea:

abundance.

ANTI.
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ANTIQUITIES.

A Letter from 'Edward Worthy
Montagu, Efj; F. R. S. to

William Watjon, M. D. F. R. S.

containing an account of his jour-

ney from Cairo, in Egypt, to the

nuritten mountains in the de/ert

of Sinai. Received January the

%d ; and read before the R'jyal So-

ciety, March 13, 1766.

IT is with a good deal of diffi-

culty that 1 have prevailed up-

on myfelf to write to you, for, as

coming now to Italy was quite un-

forefeen, and I am immediately
going back to the eaft, I have not

my journal with me. but luckily

have the famous inferiptions. I

am feniible every paper I fend to

the royal iociety expoles more and
more my incapacity. However,
as thefe inferiptions are much
wanted, I cannot avoid fending

them. I mall only fpeak to fome
of the points the biihop of Clogher
mentions ; but cannot avoid being

now and then a little proiix.

I fet out from Cairo by the road

known by the name of Taunche
Beni Ifrael, road of the children

of Ifrael. After twenty hours tra-

velling, at about three miles an

hour, we paffed, by an opening

in the mountains on our right

hand, the mountains Maxattee.
There are two more roads ; one to

the northward of this, which the

Mecca pilgrims go ; and one to the

iuuth, between the mountains, but

never travelled (as it does not lead

to Suez, to which it is thirty hours

march from Cairo.) Through this

breach the children of Ifrael are

faid to have entered the moun-
tains, and not to have taken the

moll fouthern road, which I think

mod probable: for thofe valleys,

to judge by what one now fees,

could not be pailable for Pharaoh's

chariots. This breach, the inha-

bitants told me, leads dire&ly to

a plain called Badeah, which in

Arabic fignifics fomething new and
extraordinary, and alio the begin-'

ning, as the beginning of every

thing is new, i. e. was not before

known.
At Suez 1 found an opportunity

of going to Tor by fea, which I

gladly embraced, that, by going
nearer the place, at which the Ifrael-

ites are fuppofed to have entered

the gulf, and having a view from,

the Tea, as well of that as of the

oppolite fhore, I might be a little

better able to form a judgment a-

bout it. Befides, I was willing to

have the views, bearings, and found-

ings, which I took, and they will

appear fome time or other ; but this

paper would fcarce be their place,

it I had them with me.

When we were oppofite to Ba-
deah, it feemed to me (for I was
not on fhore) a plain, capable of

containing the llraelites, with a

fmall elevation in the middle of it.

1 faw fomethi'ig too like ruins.

Tb*
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The captain and pilots told me,

that this was the place where the

Ilraeiites entered the fea, and the

ruins were thofe of a convent (J

fuppofe built on the fpot in com-
memoration of the fad) ; they

added that there was good water

there. There is here a ftrong cur-

rent, wnich fets to the oppofite

fhore, about fouth eaft; it forms

bv its ftrength a uhirpool, where

iailors faid mips were loft, if forced

into it, for want of wind, by the

current. This pool is about fix

miles northward of Cape Karon-
del ; and jure below this pool

there is a fand, a flat ifland at low

water, which runs enll and well

about three miles. This (and, I

luppofe, is thrown up by the force

of the current ; and the fame cur-

rent, by the refinance it meets

with from this bank, being forced

back into the Cavity madebytlvs
excavadonj forms the whirlpool*

This pool i< called B>que Pha-

rabne, the well or pool of Pha-

; and hers '.hey arlirm his hod
v. -is destroyed. I In il fay mere
Of this as I travel back by
We came to an anchor in fifteen

fathom water, within a mile and
a half of the ftiore, to the fouth-

ward of this fand, and in the Birque

KarondeJ, to t.ne northward of the

cape ; hare the eallem fhore

ready mountainous, which, near

this place, was a fandy beach : the

Egyptian ihore, from Suez 10 Ba-
deah, is likewife rocky and fteep;

fo no entering upon the golf from
that fhore, but at Badeah or

Suez.

It is high water always when
the moon is at her meridian height,

and it ebbs fix hours. At Suez,
it flows fix feet ; the fpring tides

.
are nine, and in the variable

Vol. X.
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months, from the beginning of

November to the end of April,

times twelve. From the be-

ginning of May to the beginning

of October, a northerly wind ge-

nerally rifes and goes down with

the iun ; it is often very ftror.g.

This wind never fails in thele

months, unlefs there be fome vio-

lent ftorm ; the reft of the year

the winds are variable, and when
they blow hard at S. and S. S. E.

thefe winds fet up the fea through

the narrow ftreight of Babel Man-
del, and up this gulf through its

mouth, between Gebel Bl Zait,

on the weft fide of this fea, and the

foflthermoft point of the bay of

Tor, on the eaft fide of this

rn branch of this fea, where

it is not above twelve or fourteen

miles over. I fuppofe fnch a wind,

hindering the water from going

out, caufes this extraordinary en-

creafe in the fpring tides. We lee

the fa r e thing happen with the fame

winds at Venice, both gulfs run-

ning nearly in the fame direction.

The Egyptian, weftern, or The-
baic ftiore, from Badeah ibutrnv.rd,

to oppofite Tor, on the eaftern

more, is all mountainous and

; and at Elim, the norther-

moft point of the bay of Tor, ends

the ridge of mountains, which be-

gin on the eaftern fnore of this

weftern branch at Karonie!. 1 fay

nothing of Elim, or Tor, or the

marine productions of this gulf,

as this Daper is intended to give an

account of Sharme, Meenah El

Dzahab, Kadeih Barnea, the ftone

which Mcles ftruck twice, ?nd the

inferiptions. I, however, muft lay,

that, from this place, mount Sinai,

properly called, cannot be feen

;

but only the ridge or group of

mountains, in which it is, and

K which
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which altogether form that part

of this tongue, of land called in

general mount Sinai. The gar-

den of the monks of mount Sinai

at Elim renders in dates, Sec.

20,000 piaft res perann. or £2,500.
We from thence creffed the

plain, in about eight hours, and
entered the mountains tf Sinai.

They are of granite of different

colours. At the entrance of the

narrow breach, through which we
paffed, I faw, on a large loofe

granite ftone, an infeription in un-

known ch .rafters, given, I think,

by Dr. Pocock, bifhop of Oflory ;

however, as the Israelites had

no writing, that we know of,

when they paffed here, I did

not think it of confcquencc

enough to ftop for ; the Arabs told

me, it was relative to a battle

fought here between Arabs, and
indeed I do not fee what point

of hiftory it can illuftrate; be-

fides, there are not above five or

fix words. We arrived at the

convent of Mount Sinai, after the

ufual difficulties mentioned by
other travellers, were received as

ufuai, and faw the ufual places, of
which, however, I fhall give the

plans as well as elevations, which

I took. I muft fay, that the monks
were far from owning to me, that

they had ever meddled with the

print of the foot of Mahomet's
camel. 1 examined it narrowly,

and no chiffel has abfolutely ever

touched it, for the coat of the

granite is entire and unbroke in

every part; and every body knows,
that if the coat of lefs hard Hones

than granite is once deftroyed, it

never returns. It is a moll -curious

lufus naturae, and the Mahometans
turn it to their ufe.

Meribah is indeed furprifingly

linking. I examined the lips oflts

mouths, and found that no chiffel

had ever worked there ; the chan-

nel is plainly worn by only the

courfe of water, and the bare in-

fpection of it is fufficient to con-

vince any one it is not the work
of man. Amongft the innu-

merable cracks in rocks, which I

have feen in this, as well as other

parts of the world, I never met
with any like this, except that at

Jerufalem, and the two which are

in the rock Mofes ilruck twice, of
which hereafter.

I had enquired of the captain

and the two pilots of our Ihip,

about Sharme and Dzahab, on the

weftern fhore of the eaftern branch

of the Red-fea; they told me that

they were often forced up the

Elanitic golf, the eaftern branch

of the Red-fea, and generally went

to Sharme, and fometimes as high

as Dzahab; that they generally

ran from Cape Mahomet, the

fouthermoft part of the peninfula,

between thofe two golfs, to Sharme,

in fix hours, becaufe they always

made as much more way as they

commonly do, they very feldom

going there but in a ftorm : They
generally run four knots, fo this*

makes forty -eight miles, which

brings it to the northward of Tor.

Tor is in lat. 27. 55. Cape Ma-
homet thirty miles iouthward, lat.

27. 25. Sharme forty-eight miles

nearly N. lat. 28. 13. confequently

about E. N. of Sinai. Tne port

is pretty large, furrounded with

high mountains, the entrance very

narrow, and the water deep quite

to the rocks, which are fo very

fteep, that a ftone dropt from the

fummit falls into the bafon. No
wind can be felt here ; they don r

t

caft anchor, but fallen their cables

to
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to the rocks. There is good wa- fame, fo the distance is about

ter; fome habitations are found eighty miles. I enquired cf them
on the fides of the mountains, and all about the ruins ; they told me
a prettv large village at top

:

there were confiderable ones about
This feems Co anfwcr the idea of half way to Dzahad, about forty

Neil-Ken. Dzahab lies as high miles from Sinai ; but I fhould

again up the golf, fj forty-eight think Kadefh muft have been much
miles more, or in lat. 29. This nearer to Jerufalem. I would wil-

port is coniiderabiy larger than hngly have gone to thefe places $

the former, and very good, but not but as the four clans of Arabs,
fo clofely furrounded with moun-
tains ; it is, however, very fafe.

There is a well of great antiquity

with very good water ; very con-

which inhabit this promontory,
were then at war one with the other,

I could get no conductor. In ano-
ther journey I hope to be more

fiderable ruins are found, and they lucky, for this is all hearfay; how-
fay, there was a great city for- ever, combining the whole toge-
merly, but no inhabitants now, ex- ther, and comparing it with what
cept an Arabian camp of 2000
men. There is a road from it to

Jerufalem, formerly much fre-

quented. Thus far the captain

and pilots. I enquired from the

monks, as well as Arabs, about
thefe places, as well as about the

ruins, fuppofed by my learned

friend, the bifhop of OiTory, to

be Kadeth Barnea ; the former
could only tell me, they had not

we collect from fcripture, I think
we may well conclude Sharme to

be Midian, and Meenah El Dza-
hab to be Eziongeber: what the
interjacent ruins are I cannot con-
jecture; but I believe I have found
Kadefn Barnea to be elfewhere.

I think it cannot be here, for the

IiTaelites were on the borders of
the Holy Land, or Land of Pro-
mile, when they were ordered

received any fifli from thence in back; and when they were flop-

many years, that it was two eafy ped by the Moabites, they are
days journey off, but the road faid to have been brought up from,

was mountainous; fo one may fup- Kadefh Barnea; and I meet with
pofe the dillance lefs than forty no place in facred writing, or any
miles. The Arabs agreed as to the antient geographer, neither Strabo
road ; but they faid, it was once nor any other, that draw the line

a large place, where their prince of divifion between this promen-
lived, whofe daughter Mofes mar- tory and the Land of Promife fo

ried, that Mofes was afterwards low down; nor could they doit,

their prince, and the greateft of as thefe ruins are within almoft

all prophets. Thefe Arabs place feventy miles of the extremity of
Mofes the firfl, Salomon the fe- it. There are two roads from,

cond, Mahomec the third, Chrift mount Sinai to Jerufalem, the one
the fourth* and then the prophets through Pharan, the other by the

Of the bible. As to Dzahab, the way of Dzahab : That through
monks only knew the diftance to

be four days journey, and that

there was a road from it to Jeru-
falem: The Arabs told me the

Pharan is eleven days journey

:

two to Pharan; three to a ftation

of the Mecca pilgrims called

Scheich Ali; one and an half to

K z fome
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fome considerable ruins; all this

to the northward ; from thence

four and fomething more to Je-

rufalem, bv way of Hebron, leav-

ing the Afphahic lake on the right

hand to the fouth-eaflward. The
other way is longer, on account

of the road being more moun-
tainous ; that too paries the fame

ruins, and alio Scheich Ali. I

enquired about this, when I was

at Jerufalcm, and received the very

fame account, with this addition,

that fuch Mahometans, as went

from Jerufalem to Mecca, went

that way, to join the Criiro cara-

van at Scheie?) Ali. This iecms

to be a fituation cppofite to Kadefh

Barnea, at the lire drawn by all th:

geographers; it is without mount
Sinai (taken for this whole traft)

nnd j n it befcre the Mo'abites, as the

children of Ifrael palled by mount
Hor, now Acaba, leaving the Af-

phaltic lake on their left hand, to

the north weft. The tradition too of

the Arabs is, that they paftcd this

way ; therefore, I think, Kadefh

Barnea muft be near this fpot.

There are here confiderable ruins j

and I know of no city that ever

was here, for Pttra lay more to the

eaft, between the Afpha?tic lake

and the Elanitic golf. To leave

no enquiry wanting, I aiked the

P>.abbins of Jerufalem, where they

placed Kadelh Barnea; and they

laid, thefe ruins.

We fet out from mount Sinai by
the way of Scheich Salem ; and,

after we had pafTed Mahomet's
ftone, came to the beautiful valley,

mentioned in the journal. 1 lay

there (and hope I have difcovered

the manna, but that will be the

fubje^i of another paper) and did

not fet out before day-light, that

I might not pafs the rock which

Mofes {truck twice. I fearched»

and enquired of my Arabs, but

could neither hear nor fee any

thin?- of it. I faw feveral fhort

infer; prions ftained on fome p^rts

of the mountains, the characters

being the fame with thofe on mount
Sinai, Meribah, ic. given by the

bifhop of OiTory. About four

miles before we arrived at Pharan,

we paiTed through a remarkable

breach in a rock; each fide of it

is perpendicular as a wall, about
eighty feet high, and the breach"

is about forty broad. It is at this

breach, I imagine, the Homes were
fmoie, four miles beyond the pre-

fect ruins of Pharan; for having
paiTed this breach they couid make
a ftand, nor could they well be
purfued. Here, on the tops of the

mountains to our right hand, were
ruins of buildings, and one feem-

ed a caflle. From Meribah to

near this place, we had always ra-

ther descended; in moft places

there is the bed of a ftream, and
after rain the water runs ; but a

little before we came to this breach,

it winded off towards the weft,

for the waters fall into that part of
the defert we c rolled from Tor.
Between this breach and Pharan,

there are feveral fprings, and one
at Pharan where we encamped

;

there is the bed of the river men*
tioned by the journal, the tradi-

tional account of which agrees

with what is faid by St. Paul.

Waters feem to have run from Me-
ribah to within about fix miles of
this place ; the bed of a ftream is

here again very plain and a fpring

at the upper end of it, which does

not yield water enough to make
a ftream, the bed then is dry

;

four valleys terminate here, and

form a large area. I enquired

about
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about the road to Jerufalem ; the

people agreed in the dihance and

ruins. We travelled in the bed of

the river thro .iley to the

north; and in about half an hour,

the fight and appearance of a

large ftone, hot 1 1 ribah,

which lay at fome diib.nce from

the mountain on our right hand,

ftruck me ; and I alfo obferved, it

had many lmall Hones upon it.

The Arabs, when they have any

ftone or f pot in veneration, as

Mahomet's ftone, and the like,

after their devotion, lay fome
fmooth ftone upon it. I aflced

what it was ; they told me Hagar
Moufa, the ftone of Mofes. I

told them that could not be, for

that hy in Rephidim; they faid

that was true, but this was Hagar
il Chotataio, the ftone of the two

ftrokes; that he ftruck it twice,

and more water came from it than

from Meribah ; witnefs the river.

The bed of the river winds to the

eaftward, about E. S. Ei I afk-

ed hew far it went ; they faid

this bed ran by Sheich All to

thofe ruins, and quite away to

the fea ; fo the river muil

begun here, and not at Pharan,

and the bed from Pharan here is

only formed (: fuppofe) by winter

torrents. If this is the bed of the

river mentioned by St. Paul, as I

dare iay it is, we have the fecond

rock : if it runs to the ruins, as is

faid, and there is no reafon to

doubt it, they will be pretty

plainly thofe of Kadelh Barnea;
and if this bed continues in the

fame courfe to the fea ; as it pro-

bably does, this probably is the

river at Rinocolura, fuppoied,

by Eratofthenes, to be formed by
the Arabian lakes; becaufe he did

f.Qt know its miraculous head.

This river is doubted of by Stra-

bo, becaufe dried up to the fource,

from the time the Ifraelites en-

ter J the Laid of Promife, and
the tradition was then loft. Ycu

fi - Strabo's Affyria, edit.

Cafaubon, p. 5. 10. towards the

bottom. Pard boid con-
jecture ; but it coincides and con-
ciliates facrea hiftory ,with amient
geography. This too fee&vs a
proof, that this is really the fe-

cond ftruck rock. As to the

fprings between tie breach and
Pharan, they certainly did not ex-
ift in the time of Mofes ; or, if

they did, they would have been
as nothing to fo many people.

We went down a large valley

to the weft towards the fea, and
paffed the head of a valley, a part

of the defert of Sin, which fepa-

races the mountains of Pharan
from thofe which run along the

coaft, and the fame plain which
we had paffed from Tor. We had
fcarce entered thefe mountains,
and travelled an hour, when after

pafTing a mountain, where there

were vifible marks of an extin-

guished f,bterraneous fire, we
law, on O'er left hand, a fmall

rock, with fome unknown cha-
racters cut on it, not fiained up-
on it, as thofe hitherto met with

;

and in ten minutes, we entered

a valley fix miles broad, running
nearly r.erth and iouth, with all

the rocks which encloie it on the

weft fide covered with charac-
ters. Thefe are what are called

Gebel El Macaatab, the written

mountains. On examining thefe

characters, I was greatly difap-

pointed, in finding them every
where incerfperfea with figures

of men and beafts, which con-
vinced me they were no* written

*3 *|
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by the Ifraelites; for if they had
been after the publication of the

law, Moies would not have per-

mi i them to engrave images, fo

immediately after he had received

the fecond commandment: if they

went this way, and not along

the coaft, they had then o cha-

racters, that we know i

fome of them were (killed in hi-

eroglyphics, and thefe have no
connexion with them. It will be

difficult to gu.efs what thefe in-

scriptions are ; and, I fear, if

ever it is difcovered, they will be

fcarce worth the pains. Jf con-

jecture be permitted, I will give

my very weak thoughts. They
cannot have been written by If*

raelites, or Mahometans, for the

•above reafon ; and if by Mahome-
tans, they would have fome re-

semblance to fome fort of Cuphic
characters, which were the cha-

racters ufed in the Arabic lan-

guage, before the introduction of
the prefent Arabic letters. The
firit MSS. of the alcoran wer in

Cuphic; there is a very fine on«
at Cairo, which I could not pur-

chafe, for it is in tiv principal

rnofque; and the Iman would not

iieal it for me, under four hun-

dred fequins, £. 200. Thefe have

rot the leaft reft- mblance >o them :

Saracen characters are verv un-

like ; bcfides, I mould place them
higher than the Hegira. 1 think

it then not unprobable that they

were written in the firit ages of
chriftianity, and pfrhaps the very

frit ; when, I fuppofe, pilgrima-

ges from Jerufalem to Mount Si-

nai were fafhionable, confequent-

ly frequent and numerous, by the

new Chriftian Jews, who believed

in Chrift ; therefore, I fhould be-

lieve them Hebrew characters,

ufed vulgarly by the Jews about

the time of Ciirift. I fhewed

them when at Jerufalem to the rab-

bins ; they were of the lame opi-

nion, and thought pvp* w hich is

frequent, was D/tt? ; and to that

which is juft before with a fmall

crofs mo' -\w a^ty, by chang-
ing the Jbin into Jin, and ad-

ding je, it might be an Arabic

word (.js.vnUw a crofs, and might

be explained, the crofi borne or

carried by Jefus. The Hebrew
would be Jefus brought fafety, or

falvation. Sut, Sir, more able

than me will judge better. Thefe
are all conjectures ; and it feems

much eafier to lay what thefe in-

scriptions are not, than what I

are. They can lcarce be of St.

Helen';; time; for they would

ha^e fome analogy with Greek
characters, and they have none.

Periiaps fome gentlemen will

think them ancient Egyptian,

written by the colony which

they fuppcie went to inhabit Chi-

na. That is a matter i won't

meddle with ; but, amongft many
others it wiil be liable to one great

objection, which is, that fuch co-

lony, if ever there was one, pro-

bably went the ftreight road, from

the head of one golf to the dead

of tt ; e other, from Hierapolis to

Eloth, the way the Mecca pil-

grims now go. This place would
have been far out of their way,
being at leaft fixty miles to the

Southward -of the pilgrims road,

uniefB they were fuppofed to have

had
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had tranfports at Dzahab, or

Sharme. I, for the fir ft rxafon

giver, did not ciiink them written

b.y tne ] li
- ~.nd couKi . it

conceive that they were- of any

confequence. I only took

thi few as a fpecirrcn. Here
ar- n other parts of this rock,

Greek, and Arabic, as well

n c Saracen infer iptions and

an Hebrew one, which is, nrm

TtWI. The Saracens and Arabic

only fay, " fuch an one was here

at fuch a time;" the fame fay the

Greek ones, except one, which
fays, as I remember, for I have

it not with me, " The evil ge-

nius of the army wrote this,"

which can only prove, that fome
body of Greeks was worfted here,

after the characters were written,

and that they attributed their de-

feat to fome magic power in

thefe characters : as we are now
fruitful in conjecture, perhaps fome

fentlemen will bring Xenophon
ere. The characters feen? to be

of the very fame kind with thofe

fbiined on different parts of Mount
Sinai, Meribah, Sec. which my
learned and accurate friend the

biihop of Oifory has given.

The third day from this place,

travelling weftward, we encamp-
ed at Sarondou, as the journal

calls it ; but it is Korondel, where

are the bitter waters, Marah. I

tried if the branches of any of the

trees had any effedl on the wa-
ters ; but found none : fo the ef-

fect mentioned in fcripture muft

have been miraculous. Thefe
waters at the fpring are fomewhat
bitter and brackilli, but as- every

foot they run over the fand is

covered with bituminous falts,

grown up by the exceffive heat

of the fun, they acquire much

fa!tnefs and bittern . and very

foon become not potable. This
place, off which the fhips call:

anchor, is below the fand, which
I mentioned before, near the

Birque Korondel. Aft-^r nine

hours and a half march we ar-

rived and encamped at the defert

of Shur, or Sour. The conftant

tradition is, that the Ifraelites

afcended from the feahcre; this is

oppofite to the plain Badeah, to

which the above-mentioned pafs

in the mountains lead. From
this place the openings in the

mountains appear a great crack,

and may be called a mouth, tak-

ing Hiroth for an appellative.

However, I fnoald rather adopt

the flgnification of liberty. It

would hardly have been neceffary

for the Ifraelites to pafs the

fea, if they were within two or

three miles of the northern ex-

tremity of the gulf; the fpace of
at moit two miles, the breadth of
the golf at Suez, and at moft

three foot deep at low water, for

it is then conftantly waded over,

could not have contained fo ma-
ny people, or drowned Pharaoh's

army. There wou : i have been

little neceffity for his cavalry and
chariots to precipitate themfelves

afcer a number of people on foot,

incumbered with their wives,

children, and baggage, when they

could foon have overtaken them
with going fo little about. Thefe
reafons, added to the fignifi-

cant names of the places, Tau-
riche Beni Ifrael, road of the chil-

dren of Ifrael ; Attacah, Deli-

verance, Pihahiroth, whether an
appellative or fignificative ; Ba-

deah, new thing, or miracle;

Bachorel Polfum, fea of deftruc-

tionj convince me that the Ifra-

K 4 elites
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elites entered the fca at B.»

and no where elfc. Befides, all

the rell of the coaft from Suez,
and below Badeah, is lteep rocks,

fo tht re mult have been another

miracle for the m to defcend : the

current tco lets from this place

where we encamped, toward the

oppofue Ihore into the pool Birque

Pharaone, Pool of Pharaoh, where,

the tradition is, his holt was
drowned; a current, formed, I

fuppofe, by the falling and rum-
ing of one watery wall on the

other, and driving it clown ; a

current, perhaps, by God per-

mitted to remain ever rlncc, in

memoriam rei; the dillance to the

bitter waters is about thirty miles.

I omh'ted to mention in its place,

that, between tnis and Korondel,

we were not- fo lucky as the au-

thor of the journal, who met with

a charming rivulet of fweet water

;

we met with none, good or bah
The Ain Moufe, which the Ifra-

elites would have met with, if

they had pafled at Suez, and the

coalf. from hence kn.thward, about

a mile to Tor, bein^ all rock, and
ifeep too, induce me to believe,

that they entered the fca a: Ba»
deah, and afcended from it here,

and not at any other place. But I

nm too fenfible of my own inabi-

lity to decide, and leave thai: to

better judges than 1 am. J only

throw out what occurs to me,
from the infpeclion of the coun-

try, an iofpeftion as accurate as I

am capable of. If ?.ny thing I

have laid can in the least fupport

that revelation, to which I dare

declare myfelf a friend, even in

this enlightened age, I fnall be

very happy; or it this trip of

mine can be of any ufe whatever,

as I had great pleafure in it, I may

truly fay with Horace—Omne tulle

punctum, &c.

The denomination of F|>D»» f

I believe, only regards the Hi
politic branch, as the marine pro-

ductions, Madrepores, &c. which

form admirable forcils in the bot-

tom of it, are not in the Elanitic

branch, or the gulf; 1 mean the

broad part below Cape Mahomet.
No i . that weftern branch

was known to the Ifraelites at

the time of their pafiage, if it was

to the Egyptians : but the name
flefce'nded to the whole, as their

knowledge of it. The Red Sea

feems to regard the broad part a-

lone; for tnough there are not

the above-mentioned fea producli-

Ons, yet there is fo great a quan-

tity of the tube coral (not found

in the weliern branch of the Hie-

rapolitic golf) and fuch rocks., as

one may fay of them, that the

Gedda mips fallen themfelves to

them inflead of calling anchor.

Jt is of a deep red, fo that pof-

fibly, the firft navigators entering.

at the ftreight of Babel Mandel,

from the law, called it

the i . and that name, de-

fended to the whole with their

navigation. This lea is tempelt-

uous and full of ihoais; there is

no harbour on the Arabian coalf.

after Tor, except one, I mean be-

or Mecca j

which is a day and a half from

Gidda. Gi.ida h its port ; and

there is only one on the other

coal:, Coflire; but it is a very bad

one; however, lhips fomctimes

go thither, and caravans crois the

country to Morfhout. The lhips

are, as the bithop of Offory has

defcribed them ; the helm is on

the outride, as I fuppofe with his

lordlhip, that of St. Paul was.

They



A N T I QJCJ I T I E S. 37

They make ufe of but four fails,

and no compafs, nor do they ever

the lead. They fail only by

ight, from anchoring place

to anchoring place, and are not

above two days eat of fight ot

land, from Cape Mahomed to the

Arabian main: if a gaie happen,

they are often loft; about

ten every year. I fhall be glad

to be honoured with the fociety's

commands, and in communicating

this you will oLy

Sir,

Your molt humble Servant,

Ed. Wortley Montagu.

Pifa, Dec.

2, i

P. S. I am a very bad draughtf-

: but I aflfure you the (ketch-

es contained in plate III. are ra-

ther better than the originals.

y are about fix inches long,

the marble is whitifh, in fome pla-

ces reddilh, of a fle£h colour; they

are engraved with a pointed in-

ftrument, for one fees in the bot-

tom of them round marks of the

point of the initrument. I have

met with much bafalto, but not

one piece of that foft ftone of

which is the bait at Turin, nor

any of the characters upon it, ex-

cept fome are found amongit thefe,

I have neither feen any head,

bull, or ftatue, in the character of

that.

The fecond rock llruck by Mo-
fes is, I think, 43 feet long, 16

broad, 13 high; it has two cracks,

oblique ones ; in them are fome

mouths, like thofe of Meribah

:

it is of a hard Hone, not granite or

marble.

I have the exact dimenfions and

elevation of the fecond ftone, as

web as of Meribah.

Some account of the ruins of' Poeftum,

or PoJ/idonia, an ancient city of

Magna Gracia, in the kingdom

of Ixaples, which have been late-

ly difcovered. Extracted /rem a

<work newly public/bed, that con-

tains a defcription and <vie-JOS of
the remaining antiquities, the

inferiptions that have been dif-

co-vcrrd in or near that city, to-

gether nuith its ancient and modem
hijlcry, C5V.

HO W aftonilhing foever it

may feem, that fuch very

confiderable remains of ancient

magnificence fhuuld • have conti-

nued totally undifcovered during

fo many centuries, it is" neverthe-

lefs moft certain that the author of

this book is the firft traveller who
has given us any account of the

rains of Poeflum. If indeed this

city, like Herculaneum, had been

buried under ground by an earth-

quake or the eruption of a vol-

cano, its concealment would not

be at all miraculous. This mira-

cle, however, is to be accounted

for from its remote fituation, in a

part of Italy entirely unfrequent-

ed by travellers. The manner in

which it was difcovered is related

by our author in the following

words; ' In the year 1755, an

apprentice to a painter at Naples,

who was on a vifit to his friends

at Capaccio, by accident took a

walk to the mountains which fur-

round the territory of Poeftum.

The only habitation he perceived

was the cottage of a farmer, who
cultivated the belt part of the

ground,
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ground, and referred the reft for

pifture. The ruins of the anti-

ent city made a part of this view,

and particularly ftruck the eyes

of the young painter; who, ap-

proaching nearer, faw with afto-

jufhment, walls, towers, gates,

and temples. Upon his return to

Capaccio, he confulted the neigh-

bouring people about the origin of
thefe monuments of antiquity,

He could only learn, that this

part of the country had been un-

cultivated and abandoned during

their memory; that about ten

years before, the farmer, whofe

habitation he had noticed, efta-

blifhed himfelf there ; and that

having dug in many places, and
fearched among the ruins that lay

round him, he had found treafures

fufficient to enable him to pur-

chafe the whole. At the painter's

return to Naples, he informed his

mailer of thefe particulars, whofe

curiofity was fo greatly excited

by the defcription, that he took a

journey to the place, and made
drawings of the principal views.

Thefe were fhewn to the king of
Kaples, who ordered the ruins to

be cleared, and Poeftum arofe

from the obfeurity in which it had
remained for upwards of feven

hundred year?, as little known to

the neighbouring inhabitants as to

travellers.'

Our learned author, who has

certainly been upon the fpot, gives

the following defcription of Po-
eftum, in its prefent ilate. It is,

fays he, of an oblong figure, about

two miles and a half in circum-

ference. It has four gates which
are oppofne to each other. On
the key-ftone of the arch of the

north gate, on the outfide, is the

figure of Neptune in bafto relievo.

and within a hippocampus. The
walls which ftill remain are com-
pofed of very large cubical lbnes,
and are extremely thick, in fome
parts eighteen feet. That the

walls have remained unto this

time, is owing to the very exafr,

manner in which the ftones are

fitted to one another (a circum-
ftance obferved univcrfally in the

mafonry of the antients) ; and
perhaps in fome meafure to a
ftalattical concretion which has

grown over them. On the walls

here and there are placed towers

of different heights, thofe near

the gates being much higher and
larger than the others, and are

evidently of modern workman-
fhip. He obferves that, from its

fituation among marfh.es, bitumi-

nous and fulphurous fprings, Po-
eftum muft have been unwhole-
fome; a circumftance mentioned
by Strabo, morbefam earn facitfiu-
i'ius in paludes diffufus. In fuch a
fitLsation the water muft have been
bad. Hence the inhabitants were
obliged ;o convey chat neceffarv of
life from purer fprings by means
of aqueducts, of which many vef-

tiges ftill remain.

The principal monuments of
antiquity are a theatre, an am-
phitheatre, and three temples.

The theatre and amphitheatre are

much ruined. The firft temple is

hexaftylos, and amphiproftylos.

At one end the pilaftres and two
columns which divided the cella

from the pronaos are ftill remain-

ing. Within the cella are two
rows of lmaller columns, with an

architrave, which fupport the fe-

cond order. This temple he

takes to be of that kind called by
Vitruvius Hyphanhros, and fup-

ports his opinion by a quotation

from
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from that author. The fecond

temple is alio amphiproitylos : it

has nine columns in front and

eighteen in fiank, and fcems to be

of that kuid called by Vitruvius

Pi'eudodipteros. The third is

likewife amphiproitylos. It has

fix columna in front and thirteen

in fl.mk, Vitruvius calls this

kind of temple Peripteros. « The
co'umns cf thefe temples,' fays our

author, ' are of that kind of Doric

order which we find employed in

works of the greater! antiquity.

They are hardly five diameters

in height. They are without

bafes, which alfo has been urged
as a proof of their antiquity ; but

we do not find that the ancients

ever ufed bafes to this ordcrr, at

Jeaft till very late. Vitruvius

makes no mention of bafes for this

order; and the only inltance we
have of it, is in the fir it order of
the colifoeum at Rome, which was
buiit by Vefpafian. The pillars

of theie temples are fluted with

very fhaliow flutings in the man-
ner defcribed by Vitruvius. The
columns dimmilh from the bot-

tom, which was the moil ancient

method almott univerfally in all

the orders. The coumns have
aftragals of a very lingular form

;

which ihews the error or thofe who
imagine that this member was firft

invented with the Ionic order, to

which the Greeks gave an altragal,

and that the Romans were the firft

who applied it to the Doric. The
echinus of the capital is of the

fame form with that of the temple
of Corinth defcribed by Le Roy.'

Our author mentions many o-

ther particular; which fufficiently

prove the great antiquity of thele

temples, and concludes with fay-

ing that
f about the time when

the temples at Poeltum were built

architecture feems to have received

that degree of improvement which
the elegant talte of the Greeks
had ftruck out from the rude mafTes

of the Egyptians, the firft inven-

tors ofthis as of many other arts.'

To this account of Poeltum are

fubjoined four very fine prints en-
graved by Miller, which will be a
lalling monument of the abilities of
that artiit in works of this nature.

In the firit we are prefented with

a view of Poeltum in its prefent ftate.

The fecond exhibits an oblique

view of the three Grecian temples.

In the third we have an infide

profpeel of the temple Amphi-
proftylos ; and the fourth repreients

the temple peripteros. The keep-
ing, and in ihort the entire execu-
tion of tnefe four plates, is altoge-

ther admirable.

Among the inferiptions is the

following, which fhews that a
man's having 28 children and 85
grand-children was deemed by the

antients a fufficient reaion for pre-

ferving his name from oblivion.

TVLL. OLERII. POESTANI.
QY'I. VIX. A. LXXXXV. D. XL

EF. XXVIII. NN. LXXX1II.
C. L.PP.

A Jhort account of the Sedmy Palaty,

or Seven Palaces ; a remarkable

building and vejiige of antiquity

fill remaining on the banks of the

river Irtijb, in the country ofthe

Kalmucks, being in the ivilds cf
the great or eaflern Tartary.

From the travels of Mr. Belief
Antertnony.

I
T is very furprifing to find fuch

a regular eaihce in the middle

of
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of a defert. Some of the Tartars

fay it was built by Tamerlane,

i by the Tartars Temyr-ack-
fack or Lame-temyr; others by

Gingeez - cban. The building,

according to the belt information

1 could obtain, is of brick or ftone,

well finifhed, and continues ilill

entire. It confitls of feven ap-

partments under one roof, from

whence it has the name of the Se-

ven Palaces. Several of thefe

rooms are filled with fcrolls of

glazed paper, fairly wrote, and

many of them in gilt characters.

Some of the fcrolls are black, but

the greatcil part white. The
language in which they are written

is that of the Tor.guils, or Kal-

mucks. While I was at Tobolfity,

I met with a foldier in the llreet,

with a bundle of thefe papers in

his hand. He aflced me to buy

them ; which I did for a fmall

fum. I kept them till my arrival

in England when I distributed

them among my friends; particu-

larly to that learned antiquarian

Sir Hans Sloane, who valued them

at a high rate, and gave them a

place in his celebrated inufeum.

Two of thefe Icrolls wzre fent, by

order of the emperor peter the firft,

to the royal academy at Paris. The
academy returned a translation,

which 1 faw in the rarity chamber

at St. Peteiiburg. One of them

contained a ccmmifiicn to a lama,

or prieft; and the other a form of

prayer to the deity. Whether

this interpretation may be de-

pended on 1 fhallnot determine.

The Tartars efteem them all

facred writings, as appears from

the care they take to preferve

them. Perhaps they may contain

fome curious pieces of antiquity,

particularly of ancient hillory.

Above the Sedmy Palaty, towards

the fource of the Jrtiib, upon the

hills and valleys, grows the belt

rhubarb in the wcrid, without trie

lealt culture.

Of fome ancient monuments in the

fame country. From thefame.

BOUT eight or ten days

journey from Tomfky, in

this plain, are found many tombs
and burying places of ancient he-

roes; who, in all probability,

fell in battle. Thefe tombs are ea-

fily diiUnguifhed by the mounds of
earth and lrones raif.d upon them.
When, or by whom, thefe battles

were fought, fo far to the north-

ward, is uncertain. I was in-

formed by the Tartar* in the £a-
raba, that Tamerlane, or Timyr-
ack-fack, as they call him, had
many engagements in that coun-
try with the Kalmucks; whom he
in vain endeavoured to conquer.

Many perfons go from Tom/kv,
and other parts, every fummer, to

thefe graves; which they dig up,

and find among the afhes of tne

dead considerable quantities of
gold, liiver, brafs, and fome pre-

cious ftones, but particularly

hilts of fwords" and armour. They
find alfo ornaments offaddiesand
bridles, and other trappings for

horfes; and even the bones of
hprfes, and fometimes thole of
elephants. Whei.ce it appears,

that when any general or perfon

of diltinction was interred, all

his arms, his favourite horle and
fervant were buried with him in

the fame grave; this cuflom pre-

vails to this day among the Kal-
mucks and other Tartars, and
feems to be of great antiouity.
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It appears from the number of Jol." Bankes, of Kingfton-hal], Efq;
graves, that many thoufands muft about a mile N. W. from Studiand,

have fallen on thefe plains; for the and fix leagues from the ifle of
people have continued to dig for Wight. It is furrounded on all

fuch treafure many year:, and Hill fides by feveral little hills, or rifing

find it unexhaufted. They are grounds, which form a theatre, ex-

fometimes, indeed, interrupted, and cepton theeaft, where they open, and
robbed of all their booty, by parties give an agreeable view of part of
of the Kalmucks, who abhor the Pool and Studiand bays, and the ille

difturbing the afnes of the dead. of Wight.

I have feen feveral pieces of The name Aggleflon feems to be
armour, and other curiofities, that derived from the Saxon balig, or
Were dug out of thefe tombs

;
par- balig, boy; and Jla;t, a flone\ which

ticularly an armed man on horfe- is expreffive of its ancient fuperHi-

back call in brafs, of no mean de- tious ufe, for it was, no doubt, a
fign nor workmanfhip ; alio figures rock-idol* or deity in the Britifn

of deer caft in pure gold, which age. The country people call it

were fplit through the middle, and the devil's night-cap, and have a
had feme fmall notes in them, as romantic tradition, that the devil,

intended for ornaments to a quiver, out 1 f my, threw it from the ifle

or the furniture of a horfe. fight, with a defign to have de-
Wnile we were at Tomfky, one molifhed Corf caftlc, but it fell

of thefe grave-diggers told rn :, that fliort, and dropt here,

once they lighted on an arched It is a red heath, fund, or moor-
vauk; where they found the re- ftone, which, though very common
mains of a man, with his bow, ar- over a!! the heath, does not abound
rows, lance, and other arms, lying hereabouts, or at leaft of any bi^-

together on a filver table. On nefs. It Hands on an high barrow,

touching' the body it fell to diur. or tumulus; its prefent form is

The value of the table and arms that of a pyramid inverted; or an
was very considerable. , one of whole

fides is placed uppermoft, though
it is probable it was originally

quadrilateral. On the ealt front it

Some account of a remarkable mom- is convex or gibbous, on the well
meat in the IJl: of Purbeck ; known nearly flat. On the top, a ridge or

h the names ofJgglej}on,Stone Bar. bulge runs its whole length from
ro w, the Devil's Nigbt-cap, &c. north to fouth, whence it Hopes away

to the eaft fix feet, to the weft five.

THI S prodigious ftone, hardly There is a confidcrable cleft erodes
equalled by any in England, it in the mid'jie from eaft to weft.

and the greateft piece of antiquity O.i the furface are three hollows or
in this county, Hands in the N. £. cavities, no doubt f rock bafons,
extremity of the ifle of Purbeck, in in which ravens have bred. Tne
an heath on the ealt fide of Studiand furface is overgrown with heath,
bay, in that patifti, on the cftate of and turves have been cu; there.

* See Dr. Borlace's Antiq. of Cornwall, lib. 3. cap. 3. p. 161.

f Boilace, ib. 1. 3. c. 2 p. 215, plate 17.

All
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All the ftone is rough, full of cracks,

iiffures, and inequalities, and parts

into horizontal layers, or lamina,

efpecially on the eaft fide, and at the

ends.

The climenfions are as follow :

The girt or circumference at bot-

tom is 60 feet, in the middle 8:>, at

or near the top 90. But thefe mea-
furements, by reafon of the inequa-

lity of the furface, cannot be very

exact. The quarriers compute it

contains 407 tuns.

On the top of the barrow lie fe-

veral (tones, one of which contains

16, another 9 tens. On the fides

and bottom a multitude of others,

of various fizes, moftly covered

with heath, furze, and fern. Some
tuns have been broken off, and

carried to Pool and Studland, for

building. Ifweconfider this, and

the detached (tones before-mention-

ed, which were certainly fragments

of the great one, leparated from it

by violence, time, and weather, it

mult have been a prodigious one

indeed, not inferior to the Tolmen
at Conltantine in Cornwall, the mea-

furements of which, in Dr. Borlace,

fall (hort of this, though he makes
it contain more tuns.

There is little doubt but that

the ancient Britons had (kill to lift

great weights, and fpared no pains

to erect fuch vaft rude monuments,

many of which are extant at Stone

Henge, Abury in Cornwall, and

other parts of the three kingdoms.

Yet the enormous bulk of this

ftone, in its primitive ftate, may
incline one to imagine it to be a

natural rock, and that the barrow

was formed by a collection of

earth thrown up round it; or if

the barrow be thought too large

to be artificial, perhaps the ftone

might grow here on a natural hil-

lock, and the earth at top might be
removed, and the ftone laid bare,

to a depth fuitable to the ufe it was
defigned for, and then the hillock

might be {haped into its prefent re-

gular form.

Yet Silbury Hill in Wiltftiire,

and many other vaft barrows al-

lowed to be artificial, mentioned

by Dr. Borlace, lib. 3. c. 3. p.

205—207, are much larger than

this, and are (trong evidences of the

labour and time bellowed by the

ancient Britons, and other nations,

on fuch works.

The etymology of Agglefton, and
the rock bafons on it, determine it

to be a rock idol, erected in the

Britilh age, and the object of their

fuperltitious worfnip.

The barrow on which this ftone

ftands is very large. Its diameter

on top is 60 feet, at bottom it oc-

cupies half an acre and 14 rood of
ground. Its Hope on the eaft fide,

where it is fteepeit, is 300 feet, the

perpendicular height 90 feet. On
the north and fouth, it is nearly

of an equal height. On the weft,

it is much lefs Iteep. It is all co-

vered with heath, furze, and fern.

On the top it is concave, worn
down by fheep lying there, or by
attempts to break off ftone. Round
the bottom appear traces of a (hal-

low ditch, almoft filled up, and
covered by heath, &c. About it

are feveral other barrows of diffe-

rent forms and (izes. On one, a
little north from it, called Puck-
ftor.e, is a ftone thrown down ten

feet by eight.

This monument (landing in an
unfrequented part of the country,

and hid by the hills that almoft

environ it, was fcarce known or

obferved, till it lately drew the at-

tention of James Frampton, of

More-
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Moreton, Efq; who recommended it

to the notice of the public, as it de-

ferved.

The Tolmen at Conftantine is of

an oval form ; its long diameter,

which points due north and fouth,

is 33 feet, its fhort one 14—6. Its

breadth in the miJdle of the fur-

fice, where it is deepeft, from eaft

to weft, 18—6. Its circumference

97 feet, and about 60 crofs in the

middle, and contains 750 tuns.

—

Dr. Borlace, ibid. 1. 3. c. 8. p. 168.

plate II.

Silbury hill is a large barrow,

without any ftone on it. Its dia-

meter at top is 105 feet, at the

bottom above 503, its perperdicular

height is 170.—See Dr. Borlace,

1. 3. c. 8. p. 206 ; and Dr. Stukeley
on Stone Henge.

A charter cf King Henry the Third,

in -the old Englijh of that time ;

ivith a tranjlation of it into modern

Englijh', by Mr. Somner. From
the Appendix to Lord Lyfie/ton's

Hifiory.

Rot. Pat. 4.3. H. III. m. 15. r.
# 40.

HENRY thurg Godes fultome

King on Engleneloande
Lhoauerd on Yrloand Duk on
Normand. on Acquitain and Eorl

on Anjou. fend I, gretir.g to aile

hise holde ilserde and ilewede on
HuntindonnYchiere; thset witen ge
wel, alle that we willen and unnen,
than ure rcsdefmen alle other the

moare del of heom, thset beoth
ichofen thurg us and thurg tha;t

Loandes Folk, on ure Kuneriche
habbeth idon, and fchullen don in

the worthnefs of Gode, and ure

treowthe for the freme of the

Loande, thurg the befigte of than

141
to foren ifeide rsedefmen beo ftede-

faeft and ileltirde in alle thinge

abutan aende, and the heateti alle

ure treowe in the treowthe thet

heo us ogen, that heo llede-feftliche

healden and weren to healden and
to fwerien the ifetnefTes thset beon
makede and beon to makien thurg
than to foren ifeide rsdefmen,
other thurg the moare dsl of heom
alfwo; alfe hit is beforen ifeid.

And thset arhcother hclpe thact for

to done bitham ilche other agene3
alie men [paucula qinedam hie deejjfe

i<identur, hac Jcilicet autJimilia : in

alle thinge thset] ogt for to done
and to foangen. And noan ne
mme of Loande ne of egetewher
thurg this befigte muge beon i!et

other iwerfed on oniewife. And
gif oni ether onie cumen her
ongenes we willen and* heaten,

thset alle ure treowe heom healden

deadlichiftan. And for thset we
willen thet this beo ftedefaeft and
leftinde, we fenden gew this Writ
open ifeined with ure Seel to halden
amanges gew ine Hord. Witnefs
us feluen set Lundsenthane egtetenth

day on the Monthe of Octobr, in

tiie two and fowertigthe geare of
ure crunninge. And thir wes idon

tetforen ure ifworen redefmen,

Bonefac. Archebifchop on Kanter-

bur. Walter of Cantelop, Bifchop

of Wirechefter, Sim. of Montiort
Eorle of Leicheftre, Rich, of Clare

Eorl on Glocheiter and on Hart-
ford; Roger Bigod Eorl of North-
folk and Marcfcal on Engleioand,

Perres of Sauueye, Will, of Fort
Eorl on Aubem, John de PieiTe

Eorl on Warwick, J oh. Geffereef-

fur.e, Perres of Muntfort, Rich, of
Grey, Rog. of Mortemer, lames of
Aldkhel, and sstforen othre moge.
AND all on tho ilche worden is

ifend in to aurichte othre Schir#

ouer



144 ANNUAL REGISTER, 1767.

ouer al thare Kuneriche on Eng-
leneloande and tk inter Irelonde.

Tranjlation.

HENRY, by God's help, King
ct England, Lord of Ireland,

Duke of N'irmandy, and of Aqui-

tain, and Earl of Anjoy, Greeting

to ail his faithful Clerks and Laicb

of Huntingdon fniiv : This know ye

all well, that we Will and Grant
that which cur Ccunfellors all or

the moll part of them that be cholen

by us, and the People (or Com-
mons) of our Land, have done, and

fhall do, for the Honour of God,
and of their Allegiance to us, for

the Benefit (or Amendment) of the

Land, by the Advice or Confide-

Tation of our forefaid Counfellors,

be ftedfail. and performed in every

thing for ever. And we Command
all our Liege People in the F<v.lty

that they owe us, that they ited-

faltly hold, and fwear to hold [or

keep] and to defend [or maintain]

the Statutes [or Proviuons] which

be made, and fhall be made, by

thofe aforelaid Counfellors, or by

the more part of them, alfo as it is

beforefaid ; and that they each other

afliil the fame 10 perform, accord-

ing to that fame Oath, againit all

IV] en, botii for to do and caufe to

de done : And none neither of my
Land, neither from elfewhere, mav
for this be hindered, or damnified

in any wife : And if any man or

woman oppofe them againit, we
Will and Command that all our

Liege People them hold for deadly

Enemies; and becaufe we will, that

this be ftedfail and laiting, we fend

you this Writ open, hgned with

your Seal to be kept amongft you

in Store ; witnefs ourielf at Lon-

don the 18 th day of the Month Oc-

tober, in the two and fortieth Year
of our Coronation ; and this was
done before our fworn Counfellors,

Boniface Archbifhop of Canterbury,

Walter of Cantelow Bifhop of VVor-

ccftcr, Simon Montfort Earl of Lei-

< r, Richard of Clare Earl of

Glocelter and of Hartford, Roger
Bigod Earl of Norfolk and Maref-
chal of England, Peter of Sa.oy,

William of Fort Earl of Aubemarle,

John of Plefleiz Earl of Warwick,

John GefFeriion, Peter of Mont-
fort, Richard of Grey, Roger of

Mortimer, James of Aldithly, and
before others more.

AND all in thefe fame Words is

fent into every other Shire over the

Kingdom of England, and alfo into

Ireland.

Hijicrical remarks on ancient archi-

teElure. From the Grecian Orders

cf Archil eelare ; by Stephen Riou,

E/q.

T mud be an effectual check to

the vanity of man, when he

confiders that by the decrees and
difpoiitions of fupreme wifdem,

neither the corporeal nor the men-
tal faculties are ever all united in

one perfon ; but that for the main-

tenance and good order of fociety,

the gifts of nature, combined in a

continually varied proportion, are

with a marvellous ceconomy divid-

ed and diltributed amongft the fe-

veral individuals of our fpecies; fo

that, how extenfive foever his ca-

pacity may be, how prompt his

appreheniion, how mighty his

itrength, with the moil exalted

ambition, man will neverthelefs

Hand in need of man. Erom the

powers of the human being thus

limited it is, that when we furvey

the
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the progrefs of genius either in the a viesv of what will be briefly oi-

practices of art or the fpeculations fered on this iubject.

of fcience, we find they never re- The origin of art is the fame in

ceived their perfection from the all nations th.-)t have cultivated it ;

fame man who gave them birth
;

and it is without foundation that

new inventions, however valuable, the honour thereof be aicribed to

have for the molt part been pro- one particular country preferably

duced in a rude and defective Hate, to all others ; in all places nccel-

and have in procefs of time, lictlc fity has proved to be the mother of

by little, leceived from the fkili and invention, and every people had in

indullry of others, fuch additions themfelves the feeds of contrivance

and improvements as were neceffa- in their various wants. The in-

ry to give them all the perfection ventioris of arc were only more or'

of which they are capable. lefs ancient as , the nations th;m-

On the other hand, it has not felves wete fo, and as the adora-

unfrequently happened that the tions of the gods was introduced

arts, initead of making any du; ad- amongfr, them fooner or later : rThe
vancement, even lole the advan- Chaldeans and Egyprians, for ex-

tages which only a long feries of ample, had m.ide much earlier than

years, and the unremitted afliduity the Greeks, idols and other exter-

of true genius could obtain ; for nal forms of thefe imaginary be-

during an age of turbulence and ings, in order to worfhip them, it

diftrefs no attention is bellowed on is the fame of this ;is of other arts

them, abufes creep unnoticed into and inventions; the purple dye,

the practice, and with the decline not to lp^ak of others, was known
and ruin of empire, the arts them- and practifed in the eaft, long be-

felves decay and perifh : neither is fore the Greeks were acquainted

this the only misfortune to which with that fecret. What is men-
they are expofed, for fuch is the tioned in Holy Writ, abem carved

weaknefs or' human nature, that in or molten images, is likewise far

lefs calamitous times than thofe we more ancient than what we know
have fuppoled, the imagination of Greece. The carved images in

may be vitiated, all found judg- wood of the fir ft ages, and thofe of

ment perverted, and our purfuits caft metal of later times, have

led out of their proper track by different names in the Hebrew
the prefumption of the ignorant,

the plaufive arguments of falie rea-

foners, or that propeniity with

which the inconfiderate are deter-

mined to follow the- ungovernable

tongue.

They who, to judge of the ori-

gin of a cuftom or of an art, and
of its pafTage from one people to

another, adhere to the mere con-

and unreitrained career of a fancy temptation of any detached frag-

animated with the rage of novelty, ments which may offer certain ap-

th r'Ugh fertile only in trifles and pearances of likenefs ; and thus

ab'.urdities. from fome particular equivocal

Such viciflitudes have happened forms draw their conclufxons about

to the art of which we are a- the generality of an art, are grofsly

bout to treat, as will appear from deceived. In this manner Diony-
Vol. X.. L fios
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fius of Halicarnaflus was in the

wrong to pretend, that the art of
wreltling among the Romans was
derived from the Greeks, becaufe

the drapery or fcarf, worn by the

Roman wreftlers round their bo-
dies, refembled that worn by the

wreftlers of Greece. Art flourifli-

ed in Egypt from the tarlieft ac-

count of time ; the greatett obelifks

now at Rome are due to the Egyp-
tians, and are dated as far back as

the time of Sefoftris, who lived near

CCCC years before {he Trojan
war ; they were the works of that

king, and the city of Thebes was
adorned with the mod: ntagnificent

buildings, while art was yet unborn
in Greece.

The arts, though produced later

in Greece than among the nations

of the ealt, neverthelefs arofe from
the moll: limple elements ; this fim-

plicity may iuggelt that the Gre-
cians took nothing from others,

but were truly original ; they

fcarcely had the opportunity of
becoming plagiarifts of the Egyp-
tians ; for before the reign of

Pfaminitichus, the entrance into

Egypt was denied to every Gran-

ger, and- the arts had then already

been cultivated by the Grecians.

The voya^' s of their philofophers

and fages wcrj chiefly undertaken

to i:ifpec~t into the literature, reli-

gion, and government of that fa-

mous kingdom. The conjectures

of thole who derive the aris from
the ealt, feem better grounded, ef-

pecially it they make them pafs

from Phoenicia into Greece, the

people of both thefe territories hav-

ing had very ancient connections

together ; the latter having receiv-

ed the knowledge and ufe of letters

by Cadmus. Before the time of
Cyrus, the Etruicans, powerful by

fea, were alfo allied for a confi-

derable time with the Phoenicians

;

of this there needs no other proof

than the fleet which they equipped

in common againit the Phocceans.

What Villalpandus has furmiled

concerning the temple of Solomon,

that thence the Grecians borrowed

their richer! defigns of the Corin-

thian order, though fupported with

great parade of learning, and ma-
ny fpecious fubtilties, only leads

into a maze of unceitainties ; in

rearing of this irately building,

heated by a luxuriant fancy, he

rather acted the panegyrilt than the

hiltorian. Let us follow -i he furer

traces of fact and uncontroverted

hi ftory, as we can difcover them in

the pages of a writer worthy of

our attention, who, afer having

judicioofly explained the feveral

particulars relating to the temple,

thus concludes j
* But though in

points like this I have been upon,

it be molt lawful to err, yet thofe

are more excufable, who keep a

conftant regard to the facred ori-

ginal above ail things, than thofe

who manifestly depart from it to

follow their own fancies, or the fa-

bulous accounts of the Jews ; now
as J have drawn the greateft part

of my light from the former, 1 am
fenfible that ihofe who have been

converlant with all the pompous
descriptions we have extant, will

be furprifed to find this of mine
come fo vaitly (hort of the boafted

magnificence of this facred build-

ing. But here I cefire it may be re-

memberrd, that as this was defigned

to contain no more than could be

met with, or fairly deduced from

the facred writings, fo the reader

will at leaft reap this benefit from
it, that he will be better able to

judge what is or is not authentic

io
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in other plans of this Structure than

he could have been without it." The
following obfervations from others

upon the fabjecl are in the lame

Itrain. The vilion of Ezekiel,

c. x . and feq. is taken for a de-

scription of a prophetic or myftical

temple, that never exited but in

the rcvelacion that was made to

him, and the repreientation he has

Art down in his prophecy. As for

ancient authors, we have none to

produce but Jofephus, and other

Jews rather oi a larer d.ite than he.

Now ail that we learn from th-jm,

that has no fouadation in holy

writ, to us '? no evidence at all.

Much they knew or pretended to

know from tradition, but that we
prefume is net to be depende
on. We know no monuments they

had belide tnofe we have ourfeives :

And the Hebrew tongue, properly

fo called, being a fort of dead lan-

guage at the time thefe authors

writ, it may well be doubted, with-

out finning again it modefty, wne-
ther they who had no other books
to learn it by, than thjfe now in

ufe, could understand it better than

thofe who iludy it at prefnt.

The Grecians, during the prof-

perous times of their common-
wealths, were a nation of all others

at that time in the world the moft

ingenious and the moll cultivated.

They i'eem to have been endowed
with the greatelt propensity to the

arts, and to have felt the ltrongeit

natural aversion to whatever fa-

voured of inelegance and barba-
nfm ; their country was ilyled the

mother and nurfeofart and fcience.

It is this nation which challengeth

to itfelf the fyftem of thofe three

modes 'of architecture afterwards

named the Doric, the Ionic, and
the Corinthian order*, thus deno-

1.47

minated from the places where they

were either invented, or firft receiv-

ed into ule ; during the practice of
fome ages, they acquired all the

improvements the Grecian genius
in us grea'eft vigour ecu 1 J bellow ;

the imitations of fuch examples, it

may be p.efumed, will e er excel

all other inventions.

When the Roma^ (late had at-

tained to the higheft pitch ef its

glory, and the moft cultivated as

well as the moft powerful nations

fabdued, ard were ce.-fidered

oa iy as pr of that mighty
e, the inhabitants cf Italy

guifhed themfelves as well by
their ,'ove and ftudy of the fine arts

[1 in arms ; in both

of which they muft be allowed to

Hand G ians ; it is

then firft to Athens, and afterwards

to Rome, that the modern world

owes the method of culture fpf c-

very refinement; but at the fame
time, it is proper to observe, that

the B.omans, either tfir iiagb igno-

rance or prid ?, no: content with

the orders and difpofitions of Athe-
nian architecture, ventured at fe-

veral licentious alterations; they

tacked two fpuricus orders, the

Tulcan and the Compofite, the lail

called alio Latin ar.d Roman, to

the three genuine ones, which a-

lone are fufricie rr. to anf-.er all the

purpofes in building, and which

can never fail of obtaining the pre-

ference whenever they are examin-

ed by an attentive and inte'ligent

fpeclator. It is matter of great re-

gret to the inveilig-.tors of this art,

that among the writers of antiqui-

ty we find little on wh : ch to fix

our ideas, or form our tafte. The
w:itings of Vitruvius Pollio have

been tranfmitted down to us ; this

claflic author flourished about the

L 2 DCC
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DCC year of Rome, in the reigns

of Julius Csfar, and of his fuccef-

for Auguftus ; to the latter he dedi-

cated his ten books of architecture,

and to thefe, next to the veili^es of

ancient edifices, pofterity remains

indebted for many fuccefs-ful at-

tempts to reltore architecture in its

original iimplicity and beauty : nor

befides Vitruvius were wanting o-

ther ingenious men, who in their

writings had probably given many
illuftrations and maxims of their

art ; feveral of their names have

defcended down to u^;, but their

writings have perifhed ; yet what

fort of artiiis they were, if their

books have not remained to inform

us, their works in many noble edi-

fices, ftill remaining, give faithful

teftimony to their merit, and chief-

ly in Greece and Italy, where this

profeffiou was better preicrved,

and maintained its reputation, that

for the courfe of about two centu-

ries from the days of Auguftus, the

manner and ftyle cf building re-

mained unaltered, although the

falfe tafte for internal decorations

was prevailing even in the time of

Vitruvius. Tacitus informs us in

general, that there were no perfons

of great genius after the battle of

Aclium, but in the decline of the

Roman empire, fuch a decline and

change feemed alfo to affect the

intellects of individuals, whence

learning and all the fine arts, which

had flouriftied to admiration and

for fo long a period, fell into dif-

repute, and were abforbed by the

barbarians which overwhelmed the

land

gether confufed and irregular in-

troduced, wherein none of its for

nicr features were difcernible.

The Goths prevailed !

At laft came the fifteenth and
fixicenth centurifs of the chriftiart

jera, fo glorious for the rcftorar.on

of literature and of arts ; then it

was that many happy minds, fluk-

ing off the ruft of ignorance, and
freeing themfelves from the chains

of indolency which had fettered

the preceding generations, recalled

again into life all the fine arts and
all the fineft faculties and rules, fo

that it feemed as if the tafte of old

Greece and Rome was revived in

its true fplendor and dignity : how-
ever, to keep within due limits, it

fuiHceth to lay, that architecture in

Italy very foon appeared with the

expected advantages ; and the writ-

ings, as well as the works of the fe-

veral great maftersof that time, re-

main the undeniable proofs of their

abilities.—— Having already men-
tioned the Goths, it may not appear
altogether improper to fay fome-
thing of their architecture. The
name of Gothic was given to all fuck

buildings as were not defigned ac-

cording to the rules of Grecian or

Roman architecture. There a; e two
forts of Gothic, the ancient and the

modern, (but improperly focalled ;)

in England and the northern parts

of Europe, the ancient Gothic in-

cludes the Saxon and Danifh, in

which indeed we may obferve fome
traces of elegance and ftrength. It

Architecture foon faw itfelf appears that their artifts were not

miferahly transformed, every good

mode thereof was overthrown and

{polled, e\,c;y true practice cor-

rupted, its antique graces and

majefty loft, and a manner alto-

entirely ignorant of proportions,

though they did not confine them-
felves ftrictly to fuch as were beau-

tiful ; fole'y attentive to render

their works iblid and durable, they

were
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were more ftudious to produce the

marvellous by the enormous fize

of their fabric, than by any regu-

larity of ftructure or propriety of

ornaments. Thefe are the marks
that characterize the Goths, a rough

unpolifhed people, of huge Mature

and of dreadful looks, that iffuing

out from the northern parts of our

hemifphere, where neceffity taught

them to guard againir. the violence

of ltorms and the fury of torrents,

increafed by the inundations _ of

melted fnow, carried into milder

climates their monftrous tafte of

heavy architecture, and only in a

fmall degree corrected their en-

cumbered notions by the fight of

Roman edifices ; but the models

they had to contemplate were not

without their faults, for from the

reign of Alexander Severus, archi-

tecture had greatly degenerated.

Thus a want of natural genius, a

want of models, and every thing

contributed to hinder the Goths
from acquiring any good mode of
building. This is the fummary of

the ancient or heavy Gothic archi-

tecture ; fome of the cathedrals and
other public edifices, not only in

this country, but in many others

of the continent, flill remain as

models of this fort. Modern Go-
thic, as it is called, is deduced
from a diiferent quarter ; it is dif-

tinguimed by the lightnefs of its

works, by the exceffive boldnefs of
its elevations and of its fedYions,

by the delicacy, profufion, and ex-

travagant fancy of its ornaments :

the pillars of this kind are as flen-

der as thofe of the ancient Gothic
are maffive. Such productions, fo

airy, cannot admit the heavy Goths
for their authors ; how can be at-

tributed to them a ftyle of archi-

tecture which was only introduced
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in the X century of our sera, feve-

ral years alter the deftruftion of all

thofe kingdoftns which the Goths

had railed upon the ruins of the

Roman empire, and at a time when
the very name of Goth was en-

tirely forgotten ? From all the

marks of this new architecture,

it can only be attributed to the

Moors, or what is the fame thing,

to the Arabians or Saracens, who
have exprefled in their architecture

the fame taile as in their poefy,

both the one and the other falfely

delicate, crowded with fuperfiuous

ornaments, and often very unnatu-

ral. The imagination is highly

worked up in both, but it is an

extravagant imagination ; and this

has rendered the edifices of the

Arabians (we may include the o-

ther orientals) as extraordinary as

their thoughts ; if any one doubts

of this aflertion, let us appeal to

thofe who have feen the Mofcheas,

and the palaces of Fez, or fome of

the cathedrals in Spain, built by

the Moors: one model of this fort

is the church at Burgos; and even

in this ifland, there are net want-

ing feveral examples of the fame.

Such buildings have been vulgarly

called modern Gothic, but their

true appellation is Arabefc, Sara-

cenic, or Morefc.

This- manner was introduced in-

to Europe through Spain. Learn-

ing flourifhed among the Arabians

all the time that their dominion
was in full power ; they ftudied

philofophy, mathematics, phyfic,

and poetry : the love of learning

was at once excited in all places

that were not at too great a diitance

from Spain ; thefe authors were
read, and fuch of the Greek au-

thors as they had tranfiated into

Arabic, were from thence turned

L 3 into
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nto Latin. The phyfic and philo-

ophy of the Arabians fpreai them-
elves in Europe, and with thcfe

heir architecture ; many churches
were built after the Saracenic
mode, and others, with a mixture
of heavy and light proportions ;

the alteration that the difference of

climate might require, was little if

at all confidered. In the molt
fourhern parts of Europe, and in

Africa, the windows (b fore the

ufe of gla(s) m.^de with narrow
apertures, and placed very high in

the walls of the buildings, occa-

sioned a (hade and darknefs within -

iide, and were well contrived to

guard againfl the fierceil rays of

the fun, ye: were ill fuited to thofe

latitudes where that glorious lumi-
nary fheds its feeblrr influences,

and is rarely feen but through a

watery cloud. The heavy Gothic
by S:r C. Wren, is diiiinguifhed

as Anglo-Saxonic, the lighter as

Saracenic ; of this la ft the following

account may be added to what has

juft now been delivered on the

fame fubjedt. The holy war gave
the Chriltiins, who had been 'here,

an idea of the Saracens works,
which were afterwards imitated by
them in the weft, and they refined

upon it every day, as they pro-

ceeded in buiiding churches. T.ie

Italians (among which were yet

fome Greek refugee^) and with

them the French, Germans, and
Flemings, joined into a fraternity,

procuring papal bulls for their en-

couragement and particular
f
r:vi-

leges. They ftiled themlelves

Free-Mafonsy and ranged from na-

tion to naton, as they found

churches to be built, (for very ma-
ny in thole days were every wher*
in bu Iding) through the piety of

multitudes. Their government
Was regular, and where they fixed

n ear the buildingthey made a camp
of hill s . A furveyor governed in

chie/", and every tenth man was
called a warden, arid overlooked
each nine. The gentlemen of the

neighbourhood, ei her out of cha-
rity or commutri'ion of penance,
gave the materials and carriage,

and hence were called accepted Ma-
font, it is admirable with what
ceconomy, and how foon they erect-

ed fuch confiderable itructures.

But as all modes, when once the

old rational ways are defpifed,

turn at lall into unbounded fan-

cies, the tracery of thefe archite&s

who affettcd towers and lteeples,

though the Saracens affected cupo-
las, introduced too much mincing
o' the flone into open battlements,

fpindli.ig pinnacles, and little carv-

ings without proportion of diltance,

(o that the eftential rules ofgood per-

peftive and duration were forgot.

An account of the cruel facrifices of
the Canaanites, Pheniciant, and
other natiunt. From Objer-vations

and Inquiries relating to 'various

parts of ancient Hijlory ; by Jacob
Bryant.

ONE would think it fcarce

poffible, that lb unnatural a

cuftom, as that of human facrifices,

fhould have exilted in the world :

but it is very certain, that it did

not only exift, but almoft univer-

lally prevail. I have before taken

notice, that the Egyptians of old

brought no victims to their tem-
ple*, nor flied any blood at their

altars : But human victims and
the biood of men mult be here

excepted ; which at one period

they molt certainly offered to their

gods. The Cretans had the fame
cultom ; and adhered to it a much
longer time. The nations of Arabia

did
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did the fame. The people of Du- were whipped in the fight of their

man in particular Sacrificed every parents with fuch feverity before

year a child ; and buried it under- the altar of Diana Orthia, that

neatli an altar, which they made they oken expired under the tor-

ufe of inllead of an idol : for they ture. Phylarchus affirms, as he is

did not admit of images. The quoted by Porphyry, that of old

Perfians buried people alive. A- every Grecian Hate made it a rule,

meftris, the wife of Xerxes, en- before they marched towards an

tombed twelve perfons quick under enemy, to folicit a bleifing on

ground for the good of her foul, their undertaking by human vic-

Jt would be endlefs to enumerate tims.

every city, or every province, The Romans were accurtomed to

where thefe fad practices obtained, the like facrifices. They both de-

The Cyprians, the Rhodians, the voted themfelves to the infernal

Phoceans, the lonians, thofe of gods, and conflrained others to

Chios, Lefbos, Tenedos, all had fubmit to the fame horrid doom,
human facrifices. The natives of Hence we read in Titus Livius,

the Tauric Cherfonefus offered up that in the confulate of ^milius
to Diana every ftranger whom Pauliy and Terentius Varro, two
chance threw upon their coafl. Gauls, a man and a woman, and
Hence arofe that julr. expoltulation two in like manner of Greece, were

in Euripides, upon the inconfif- buried alive a: Rome in the Ox-
tency of the proceeding ; wherein Market, where was a place under

much good reasoning is implied, ground, walled rounds to receive

Iphigenia wonders, as the goddeis them; which had before been made
delighted in the blood of men, that ule of for fuch cruel purpofes. He
every villainxand murderer mould fays, it was a facrifice not properly

be privileged to efcape ; nay, be Roman ; that is, not originally of
driven from the threfhold of the Roman inftitution : yet it was fre-

temple : whereas, if an honefi and quently pradliied there, and that

virtuous man chanced to flray too by public authority. Plutarch

thither, he only was feized upon, makes mention of a like inftance a
and put to death. The Pelafgi, in few years before, in the confulfhip

a time of fcarcity, vowed the tenth of Flaminius and Furius, There
of all that fhould be born to them, is reafon to think, that all the prin-

for a facrifice, in order to procure cipal captives, who graced the tri-

plenty. Ariitomenes the MefTenian umphs of the Romans, were at the

flew three hundred noble Lacede- clofe of that cruel pageantry put
monians, among whom was Theo- to death at the altar of Jupiter
pompus the king of Sparta, at the Capitolinus. Caius Marius offered

altar of Jupiter at Ithome. With- up his own daughter for a victim
out doubt the Lacedemonians did to the Dii Averrunci, to procure
not fail to make ample returns : fuccefs in a battle againfl the

For they were a fevere and re- Cimbri ; as we are informed by
vengeful people, and offered the Dorotheus, quoted by Clemens,
like victims to Mars. Their fefli- It is likewife atteited by Plutarch,

val of the DiamafHgofis is well who fays that her name was Cal-
kflown; when the Spartan boys purnia. Marius was a man of a

L 4 four
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four and bloody difpofition ; and

had probably heard of fuch Sacri-

fices being offered in the enemies

camp, among whom they were

very common : or he might have

beheld them exhibited atadiitance:

and therefore murdered wnat was
nearest, and Should have been dear-

eft, to him ; to counteract their

fearful fpells, and outdo them in

their wicked machinery Cicero,

making mention of this cuftom

being common in Gaul, adds* that

it prevailed among that people,

even at the time when he was

Speaking : from whence we may
& to infer, that it was then

difcontinued among the Roiruns.

And we are told by Pliny,* that it

had then, and not very long, been

dilcoaraged. For there was a law

. J, when Lentulus and Craffus

were corrfuls, fo late as the 657th

year of Rome, that there fhould be
r.o more human Saoifices : for till

that time thofe horrid rites had

been celebrated in broad day with-

out any mafk, or contrcul : which,

had we not the belt evidence f:>r

the fa£t, would appear Scarce cre-

dible. And however difcor.tinued

may have been for a time, we
fhd, that they were a^aiu renew-

ed ; thougn they becime not lb

public, nor fo general. For not

very long after this, it is rep rted

of Au;.;Uilus Caefar, when P

Surrendered in the time or tne Se-

cond Triumvirate, that

multitudes executed in a m
manner, he offered up upon the

Ides of March three hundred cho-

fen perfons, both of the Kqueftrian

and Senatorian order, at an ^Itdr

dedicated to the manes of his uncle

Julius. Even at Rome itfelf this

cuftom was revived : And Porphyry

allures us, that in his time a man
2
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was every year Sacrificed at the

Shrine of Jupiter Latiaris. Helio-

gabalus offered the like viftims to

the Syrian deity, which he introdu-

ced among the Romans. The fame
ii Slid of Aurelian.

The Gauls and the Germans
were So devoted to this (hocking

cuftom, that no buiineSs of any
moment was traniatted among
them, without being prefaced with

the blood of men. They were
offered up to various gods ; but

particularly to Hefus, Taranis,

and Thautates. Thefe deities are

mentioned by Lucan, where he

enumerates the various nations

who followed the fortunes of Cae-

iar.

Et quibus zmmitis placaturfanguint

diro

Thautates ; borretifque feris altari-

6u< He/ut ;

Et Taranis Scythica non mitior

lira Diana.

The altars of thefe gods were far

removed from the common refort

of menj being generally Situated

in the depth of woods ; that the

gloom might add to the horror of

the operation, and give a reverence

to the place and proceeding. The
perfons devoted were led thither by
the Druids, who prefided at the

Solemnity, and performed rhe cruel

offices of the Sacrifice. Tacitus

takes notice of the cruelty of the'

Hermunduri, in a war with the

Catti, wherein they had greatly

the advantage: at the dole of

which they mace one general Sacri-

fice of all that was taken in battle.

ViSlor (ii-verfam aciem Mar:: ac Mer-
curio facravcrat : quo n>oto, equi^

<vlri , cunSa <vicla occidioni dantur.

The poor remains of the legions

under
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under Varus differed in fome de-

gree the fame fate. Lucis propinquis

barbara arx, apud quar Tribunes,

ac primorum ordinum centuriones mac-

taverant. There were many places

deftincd for this purpofe all over

Gaul and Germany ; but efpecially

in the mighty woods of Arduenna,

and the great Hercinian foreft ; a

wild, that extended above thirty

days journey in length. The places

fet apart for this folemnity were

held in the utmoft reverence ; and

only approached at particular fea-

fons. Lucan mentions a grove of

this fort near Maflilia, which even

the Roman foldiers were afraid

to violate, though commanded by
Caelar. It was one of thofe fet

apart for the facrifices of the

country.

Lucus erat longo nunqnam violatus

ab a<vo,

Ob/cururn cingens connexis a'e'ra

ramis.

Hunc non ruricol<z Panes, nemo-

rumque potentes

Sylvani, Njmphaque tenent : Jed
barbara ritu

Turba Deum : Jtru£la? facris fe-
ralibus arte,

Omius tt humanis lujlrata cruori-

bus arbos.

Claudian compliments Stilico, that,

among other advantages accruing

to the Roman armies through his

conduct, they couid now venture

into the awful foreft of Hercinia ;

and follow the chafe in thofe fo

much dreaded woods, and otherwife

make ufe of them.

Ut procul Hercinine per isajlajilen-

tiafylvee

Venari tutb heeat ; lucofque ve-

tuftd

1$3

Relligione truces, et robora nutninis

iajlar

Barbarici, nojlra feriant impune
fecurcs.

Thefe practices prevailed among
all the people of tne north, of
whatever denomination. 1 he Maf-
fagetse, the Scythians, the Gfre?,
the Sarmatians, all the varicui na-
tions upon the Biltick, particularly

the Suevi and Scandinavians, held
it as a fixed principle, that their

happinefs and fecurity could not
be obtained, but at the expence of
the lives of others. Their chief

gods were Thor, and Woden ;

whom, they thought, they couid
never fufficiently glut with biood.
They had many very celebrated
places of worfhip ; efpecially in the
ifland Rugen, near the mouth of
the Oder ; and in Zeeland : iome
too very famous among the Sem-
nones, and Naharvalli. But the
moll reverenced of all, and the
moft frequented, was at Upial

;

where there was every year a sjrand

celebrity, which continued for nine
days. During this term they facri-

ficed animals of all forts : but the
moft acceptable victims, and the

moft numerous, were men. Ipfas

'viclimas apud plerofque conmendabat
humanusJanguis , effufus ante Dc<j-Ujti

aras, et diro carmine do<vctus : in-

troducld immani ilia, ac barbara
Scytbarum confuetudine , qui Decs im-
mortales bominutn feelerc et fonguitie

placari poffe arbitrahatttur. Of cneie

facrifices none were efteemed fo

aufpicious, and falutary, as a sacri-

fice of the prince of the country.
When the lot fell for the king to

die, it was received with univ-rfal

acclamations, and every exprei on
of joy; as it once happened in the

time of a famine, when they call

lots.
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lots, antl it fell to king Dcmalder
to be the people's victim : and he

was accordingly put to death.

Olaus Tretelger, another prince,

was burnt alive to They
:>t Ipare their own children.

Harald, the fori of Gunild, the firft

of that name, flew two of his

children to obtain a florm of wind.
•• He did not let," fays Verftej

' to facrifice two of iiis fons unto
«* his idols, to the end he might
*' obtain of them fuch : l ^mpeit at

•* fea, as fh lild break and i i(perfe

"' the fhipping of Harald king of
•« Denmark." Saxo Grammaticus
mentions a like t'&&. He calls the

king Haquin; and fpeaks of the

perlons put to death, as two very

hopeful young princes: Duos pr*-

fiantijjima indolis jilios, bcftiarum

more, arts admotos, potiund,? -ziclo-

ri/? caufu, nefaria litatione macla-iit.

Another king flew nine fons, in

order to prolong his own life ; in

hopes, I fuppofe, that, what they

were abridged of, would in great

meafure be added to himfelf. Such

innances however occur not often :

but the common victims were

without end. Adam Bremenfis.

fpe-iking of the awful grove at

Upfal, where theie horrid rites

were celebrated, fays, that there

was not a Angle tree, but what was

reverenced, as if it were gifted

with fome portion of divinity :

and all this, becaufe they were

flained with gore, and loul with

human putrefaction. Lucas tarn

Jactr ejr gentilibus, utfingula arbores

ejus ex w.orte <vel taio immolatorum

divinee 'videantur. The fame is

obferved by Scheiffer in his account

of this place. Dsorum facer We
lucus erat : in arhoribus JinguUs Dii

jpfi babttare credebantur : ergo ad

forum ramos corpora ilia, veluti
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munera quadam Diis gratijfima,fuf-

pendebant.

The manner, in which the vic-

tims were flaughicred, was diverfe

in different places. Some of the

Gau'.ilh nations chined them with a
ftroke of an ax. Hie Cehas placed

the man, who offered for

a facrificc, upon a block, or an al-

tar, with his brealt in- wards ; and
with a (word ftruck him forcibly

acrofs the fternum : then tumbling-

him to the ground, from his ago-
nies and convulfions, as weil as

from the effuiion of blood, they
formed a judgment of future e-

vents. The Cimbri ripped open
the bowels ; and from them they

pretended to divine. In Norway
they beat mt-ns brains out with an
ox-yoke. The fame operation was
performed in Iceland, by dalhing

them agarnlt an altar of ftone. In
many places they transfixed them
with arrows. After they were
dead, they fufpended them upon
the tree's, and left them to putrefy.

One of the writers, above quoted,

mentions, that in his time, ieventy

carcales of thi* fort were found in

a wood of the Suevi. Dithmar of
Merfburgh, an author of nearly the

fame age. fpeaks of a place called

Ledur in Zeeiand, where there

weie every year ninety and nir;e

perfons facrificed to the god Swan-
towite. During thefe bloody fefti-

vals a general joy prevailed ; and
banquets were moil royally ferved.

They fed ; they caroufed ; and
gave a loofe to indulgence, which

at other times was not permitted.

Dum facrificia heec pera^ebantur,

varii adbibitifunt ritus, et litationii

modi : conyi'Via celebrata megnifica :

pars fanguinis pojiibus illita : pars

aJJiantibus prcpinata. Thev ima-

gined, that there was fomething

my-
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myfterious in the number nine :

for which reafon thefe feafts were

in fome places celebrated every

ninth year ; in others every ninth

month ; and continued for nine

days. When all was ended, they

warned the image of the deity in

a pool ; on account, I fuppofe, of

its being ftained with blood ; and

then difmiffed the affembly. Their

fcrvants were numerous, who at-

tended during the term of their

feafting, and partook of the ban-

quet. At the clofe of all, they

were fmothered in the fame pool,

or otherwife made away with. On
which Tacitus remarks, how great

an awe this circumitance mult ne-

ceflarily infufe into thofe who were

not admitted to thefe myfteries

:

Arcanm bine terror, facra ignorantia,

quid Jit illud, quod tantum perhuri

*videbant.

Thefe accounts are handed down
from a variety of authors in diffe-

rent ages : many of whom were

natives of the countries which

they defcribe, and to which they

feem ftrongly attached. They
would not therefore have brought

fo foul an imputation on the part

of the world, in favour of which

they were each writing ; nor could

there be that concurrence of tefti-

mony, were not the hiflory in ge-

neral true.

The like cuftom prevailed to a

great degree at Mexico, and even

under the mild government of the

Peruvians; and in moft parts of

America. In Africa it is (till kept

up ; vyhere, in the inland parts, they

facriiice fome of the captives taken

in war to their Fetiches, in order

to fecure their favour. Snelgrave

was in the king of Dahoome's
camp, after his inroad into the

countries of Ardra and Whidaw

;

and fays, that he was a witnefs to

the cruelty of this prince, whom he
faw facriiice multitudes to the deity

of his nation.

The facrifices, of which I have
been treating, if we except fome
few inftances, confifted of perfons
doomed by the chance of war, or
affigned by lot to be offered. But
among the nations of Canaan, of
whom I firlt fpoke, the victims

were peculiarly chofen. Their
own children, and whatever was
neareft and dearetl to them, were
deemed the moft worthy offering

to their god. The Carthaginians,
who were a colony from Tyre,
carried with them the religion of
their mother country, and inftitu-

ted the fame worfhip in the parts

where they fettled. It confided

in the adoration of feveral deities,

but particularly of Krouus ; to

whom they offered human facri-

fices ; and efpecially the blood of
children. If the parents were not

at hand to make an immediate
offer, the magistrates did not fail to

make choice of what was moft
fair and promifing ; that the god
might not be defrauded of his

dues. Upon a check being re-

ceived in Sicily, and fome other

alarming circumftances happening,
Himilcar, without any hefitation,

laid hold of a boy, and offered

him on the fpot to Kronus ; and at

the fame time di owned a number
of priefts, to appeafe the deity of
the fea. The Carthaginians another
time, upon a great defeat of their

army by Agathocles, imputed their

mifcarria^es to the enger of this

god, whofe fervices had bte

gleeted. Touched with this, and
feeing the enemy at their gates,

they feized at once two hundred
children of the prime nobi

and
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I them in public for a

I hundred r

lome how
t .ielves vo-

luntarily, and were put to death

with the others. '; ^t, of
which they accufed themfelves,

confuted i:i fa.crifi.cing children,

pnrchaied of parents among the

poorer fort, who reared them for

that purpofe ; and not fele&ing

the mod promifing, and the moft

honourable, as had been the cuilom

of old. In fhort, there were par-

ticular children brought up for the

altar, as fheep are d ar the

fhamUes ; and they were bought,

and butchered in the fa.ne manner.

But this indiscriminate 'way of

proceeding was thought to have
given offence. It is remarkable,

that the Egyptians looked out for

the moil ipecious and handfome
perfon to be facrificed. The Al-

banians pitched upon the belt nun
of the community, and made him
pay for the wickednefs of the red.

The Carthaginians chefe what they

thought the moft excellent, and at

the fame time the molt dear to them
;

which nude the lot fall heavy
upon their children. This is taken

notice of by Silius Italicus in his

fourth book ;

Mis erat in pepulis, quos condidit

ad-jena Dido,

; Pefcert c<rdc D-.os -jt>iian>, et f.a-

gvantibus arts,

lufandum di<3u ! parvos impovere

nates.

Krpnus, to whom thefe facrifices

exhibited, was an oriental

deity, the god of light and fire;

and therefore always worfhipped
wi;h fomc reference to that

meat. The Carthaginians, as I

have obferved, firft introduced him
into Africa. He was the fame as

the Orus of the Lgyptians, and
the Aloius of the e.ilcrn nations,

the name given him origi-

nally by the Greeks was Koronus,

is manifeft from a place in Crete,

which was faered to him, and is

mentioned by the name Coronis.

It is faid, t .'.e chief City,

and the 'a mntry, were

thus denom ;.nd that thefe

facrifices were there offered, which

we know were peculiar to Kronus.

t>c//xaCj;^£»»i, y.r.n v.cnx K.vc

Ksy.^s .- •:,- :\y:n/.;; :. if

this place, which was conlecrated

to him (
v
as is apparent by thefe

offerings), was called K »ronis ;

it is plain, that his name muft

have been lendered by the Greeks
Koronus : and both are a tranf-

pofition for Kon-Orus, or Chon-
Oras, " the lord Orus," or "it«.

He was univerfally adored in Cy-
prus ; but particularly in this part,

which Porphyry fuppofes to have

been Salamis. This is evident

from Diodorus Siculus, who men-
tions a city Ouranie here. He
makes it indeed diliinit from Sa-

lami?;; but places it hard by, be-

tween that city and Carpalia ;

where the river Chour (the Ouc
Our of the Phenicians, and the

Courium, K.*^^, of the Greeks)

runs at this day. The Greeks

thought Kronus was the fame as

: but it was an oriental name ;

and the etymology was to be

looked for among people of thole

parts. .

fKij.tj.ciiy,

Asri; '^u; NctXaiOf, APA¥ KPONOJ,
Arcv-'oi; 'Lu-..

The
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The Greeks, we find, called the

deity, to whom thefe offerings

were made, Agraulos ; and reigned

that (he was a woman, and the

daughter of' Cecrops. But how
came Cecrops to have any connec-

tion with Cyprus ? Agraulos is a

corruption, and tranfpofition of the

original name, which mould have

been rendered Uk El Jur, or Uk El

Jurus ; but has, like many other

oriental titles and names, been

ftrangely fophifticatcd ; and is here

changed to Agraulo?. it whs in

reality the god of light ; the Orus
' and Alorus, of* whom 1 have (aid (o

much, who was always worfhipped

with fire. This deity was the

Moloch of the Tynans and Ca-
naanites, and the JVIelech of the

eaft ; that is, tfhe great and prin-

cipal god, the god of light, of

whom firs was efteemed a fymbol ;

and at whofe fhrine, inftead of viler

vi&ims, they offered the blood of

men.
Such was the Kronus of the

Greeks, and the Moloch of the

Phenicians : and nothing can ap.

pear more mocking, than the fa-

criiices of the Tyrians, and Car-

thaginians, which they performed

to this idol. In all emergencies

of ftate, and times of general ca-

lamity, they devoted what was

mod neceffary and valuable to

them, for an offering to the gods,

and particularly to Moloch. But

befides thefe undetermined times

of bloodmed, they had particular

and prefcribed feafons every year,

when children were chofen out of
the molt noble and reputable fa-

milies, as I have before mentioned.

If a perfon had an only child, it

was the more liable to be put to

death, as being efteemed more ac-

ceptable Co the deity, and more

efficacious of the general good.

Thofe, who were facrificed to

Kronus, were thrown into tlie

arms of a molten idol, which flood

in the midft of a large fire, and
was red with heat. The arms of
it were ftretched out, with the

hands turned upwards, as it were

to receive them ; yet doping down-
wards, io that they dropt froai

thence into a glowing furnace be-

low. To other gods they were

otherwife flaughtered; and, as it

is implied, by the very bands of

their parents. What can be

horrid to the imagination, than to

fuppofe a father leading the deareft:

of all his fons to fuch an infernal

fhrine? or a mother, the moft en-

gaging and aH'e&ionate of her

daughters, juft rifing to uiaturitv,

to be flaughtered ac the altar of
Afhteroth or Baal ? Juflin defcribc*

this unnatural cuitom very pathe-

tically. Q^ippe homines, ut <vi£Zlmas

immolabant ; etimpubsres (quj:

bojlium mifericordiam provacatjl arii

admovebant : pacem fangui ?

expoj'centes, pro quoru >: vita Diz ro-

gari maxime foleni. Such was I

blind zeal, that this was continu-

ally praflii fo mu
natural airecliu" I

guifhed, as to render the fee.

times more (hocking, fro./

tendernels whi • die) feemed to

exprefs. They embraced thsir

children with great fondnefs ; and

encouraged them in the gentleil

terms, that they might not be ap-

palled at the fight of the hellifh.

procefs : begging of them to fub-

mit with chearfulnefs to this fearfal

operation. If there was any ap-

pearance of a tear rifing, or a cry-

unawares efcaping ? the mother

fmothered it with her kiffes: that

there might not be any (how of

back-
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backwa.Jnefs, or conftraint ; but

the wh-ile be a free-will-offering.

Blauditiis, tt ofculo comprimente wa-
gitum, ne JJebilis hoflia immoletur.

Thefe cruel endearments over, they

ftabbed them to the heart, or o-

therwife opened the fluices of life ;

and with the blood warm, as it

ran, befmeared the altar, and the

grim vifage of the idol. Thefe
were the cuftoms, which the If-

raelites learned of the people of
Canaan ; and for which they are

upbraided by the Pfalmift. "• Th.y
did not deftroy the nations, con-

cerning whom the Lord command-
ed them : but were mingled at; 0"£
the heathen, and learned their

works. Yea, they facrificed their

fons and their daughters unto

devils, and flied innocent blood,

even the blood of their fons and of

their daughters, whom they facri-

ficed unto the idols of Canaan :

and the land was polluted with

blood. Thus were they denied

with their own works, and went a

whoring with their own inven-

tions."

Thefe cruel rites, praciifed in fo

many nations, made Plutarch de-

bate with himfelf, " whether it

would not have been better for the

Galata;, or for the Scythians, to

have had no tradition or concep-

tion of any fuperior beings, than

to have formed to themfelvea no-

tions of gods, who delighted in

the blood of men ; of gods, who
efteemed human victims the moft

acceptable and perfect facrifice ?

Would it not," fays he, " have

been more eligible for the Cartha-

ginians to have had the atheift

Critias, or Diagoras, their law-

giver at the commencement of

their polity, and to have been

taught, that there was neither

god, nor cas.i.on, than to

lacrificed, in th were
wont, to the god which th

dired ? Wherein they adted,
i

the perfon did, whom Empedocles
defcribes in fome poetry, where
he expofes this unnatural culiom.
The fire there with many idle vows
offers up unwittingly his ion for a
facrifice j but the youth was fo

changed in feature and figure, that
his father did not knew him.
Thefe people ufed, knowingly and
wilfully, to go through this bloody
work, and flaughter their own off-

fpring. Even they, who were
childlefs, would not be exempted
from this curfed tribute: but pur-
chafed children at a price of the
poorer fort, and put them to death
with as little remorfe as one would
kill a lamb or a chicken. The
mother, who facrificed her child,

flood by without any feeming fenfe
of what (he was Iofing, and with-
out uttering a groan. If a figh did
by chance efcape, fhe loft all the
honour which lhe propofed to

herfelf in the offering ; and the
child was notwiihftanding (lain.

All the. time of this celebrity,

while the children were murdering,
there was a noife^of clarions and
tabors founding before the idol ;

that the cries and fhrieks of the
victims might not be heard. Tell
me now," fays Plutarch, " if
the monflers of old, the Ty-
phons, and the giants were to

expel the gods, and to rule the
world in their ftead ; could they
require a fervice more horrid,
than thefe infernal rites and facri-

fices ?"

Of
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Of the Chaldeans, and their tri-

ginal. From the funic.

I
Have (hewn, that the diftinclion

made by Africanus, Eufebius,

and others, beiween Chaldean and

Arabian kings, is void of all

foundation : an3, were the lift,

Erythrean gulf, and penetrated

into Ethiopia. They were conti-

nually incroaching upon thofe

that were neareft to them ; and
even trefpaffed upon their own
brotherhood. In procefs o: time

they got full pofleflion of Egypt,
and ihe whole coaft of Africa

upon the Mediterranean even to

that they produce, genuine, it the Atlantic ocean, as far as Fez
would determine the point againll

them. All that c<m be elieemed

true in the feries they produce,

is the names of thole who are

foremoft in the lift. And, how-

ever miftalcen they may have been

in thofe that follow ; yet, fettiflg

them afide, we may learn, in re-

avid Taffilet :• and are to be found
within the tropics almoft as low as

the Gold Coaft. Updn the Gambia
is the king of Barfally, of Arabian

extraction, as are ail the Phoolejr

nations ; who retain their original

language, and are of the religion

oh Mahomet. One of thefe, Job
fpect to the Chaldeans, what was Ben Solomon by name, was not

the opinion of thefe writers, and many years fince in England. He
what tradition had taught: them ;

that Ham, Chus, and Nimbrod
were the heads of this nation. And
as the Chaldeans were the molt

antient inhabitants of the country

called by their name ; there are

no other principals, to whom we

may refer their original. They
feem to have been the mod early

conitituted, and fettled, of any

people upon earth : And from their

iituation it appears, end from every

other circumilance, that Chus was

the head of their family, and

Nimbrod their firft king. They
feem to have been the only people,

that did not migrate at the general

difperfion: and the center of their

province was at Ur, not far from

the conflux of the Tigris and Eu-

phrates. From hence they ex-

tended themfelves under the names

of Cufeans and Arabians, as far as

Egypt weft,, and eaftward to the

Ganges ; occupying to the fouth all

the Afiatic fea-coaft, and the whole

of the large continent of Arabia :

had been unjuftly feized on by a

princs, his neighbour, and carried

to America, where he was fold

for a fiave : but writing an affect-

ing account of his misfortune in

his native tongue, it raifed the

curiofity, as well as pity, of fome
perfons of confequence in

(

thefe

parts ; who redeemed him, and fenc

for hi'.n over ; and having fhewa
him fnigular marks of favour, at

his requeft diiparxhed him to his

cwn country.

Memo'n s of Richard Plantagenet, fa-

natural fon cf king Richard III.)

t'j/jo died 22 Dec. 1 5 50. (4. Ed<vj.

VI.) In a letter from Dr. Tho-
?nas Brett, to Dr William War-
ren, freftdent of Trinity-ball,

Dear Will,

OW for the ftory of
Richard Plantagenet.,

In the year 1720, (I have "forgot

And from thence they pafiVd the the particular day, only remember
if
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it was about Michaelmas) I waited

on the late lord Heneage, earl of

Winchelfea, at Eaftwell houfe, end

found him fittii.g with the regiiter

of the parilh of Eailwell lying open

before him. lie told me, that he

had been looking there to fee who
of his own family was mentioned

in it. But, fays he, I have a cu-

riofity here to fhow you. And
then fh'jwed me, and I immediate-

ly tramcribed it into my almanack,
*' Richard Plantagenet was buryed
** the 22d daye or December, anno

" ut fupra. Ex Regijiro de Eajtiutll,

" fub anno, 1 550." This is all the

regiiter mentions of him ; fo that

we cannot fay, whether he was bu-

ried in the church or church-yard ;

nor is there now any other memo-
rial of him, except the tradition in

the family, and foma little marks
where his houfe flood. The itory

my lord told me was this :

When Sir Thomas Moyle built

that houfe, (Eaftwell-place) he ob-

served his chief bricklayer, when-
ever he left off work, retired with

a book. Sir Thomas had cariofity

to know what book the man read ;

but was fome time before he could

difcover it ; he ftill putting the

book up if any one came toward

him. However, at lall, Sir Tho-
mas furprifed him, and ihatched

the book from him ; and looking

into it, found it to be Latin. Here-

upon, he examined him, and find-

ing he pretty well underftood that

language, he enquired, how he

came by his learning ? Hereupon,

the man told him, as he had been

a good matter to him, he would

venture to truft him with a iecret

he had never before revealed to any

one. He then informed him, That

he was bearded with a Latin lcbool-

mafler, without knowing who his

parents were, till he was fifteen or
fixteen years old ; only a gentle-

man (who took occafion to acquaint

him he was no relation to him)
came once a quarter, and paid for

his board, and took care to fee that

he wanted nothing. And, one
day, this gentleman took him, and
carried him to a fine gnat houfe,

where he palled through leveral

{lately rooms, in one of which he

left him, bidding him flay there.

Then a man, finely drefl, with
a flar and garter, came to him ;

afked him fome queftions, talked

kindly to him, aad gave him fome
money. Then the fore-mentiontd

gentleman returned, and conducted

him back to his fchool.

Some time after, the fame gen-
tleman came to him again, with

a horfe and proper accoutrements,

and told him, he mufl take a jour-

ney with him into the country.

They went into Leiceilerfhire, and
came to Bofworth field : and he
was carried to king R-ichard Hi's
tent. The king embraced him,
and told him he was his fon. '* But
child," fays he, '• to-morrow I

muil fight for my crown, and,

afTure yourfelf, if I lofe that, I will

lofe my life too : but I hope to

preferve both. Do you ftand in

fuch a place, (directing him to a

particular place) where you may
fee the battle, out of danger, and
when 1 have gained the victory,

come to me ; I will then own you
to be mine, and take care of you.

But, if I fhould be fo unfortunate

as to lofe the battle, then fhift as

well as you can, and take care to

let nobody know that 1 am your

father ; for no mercy will be {View-

ed to any one io nearly related to

me."
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me." Then the king gave him a

purfe of gdil, and difmiffed him.
He followed the king's direc-

tions. And, when he favv the bat-

tle was loft, and the king killed,

he haded to London, foJd his horfe

and fine cloaths, and the better to

conceal himfelf from all fufpicion

of being fon to a king, and that

he might have means to Jive bv
his honeft labour, he put himfelf

apprentice to a bricklayer. But,

having a competent fkill in the

Latin tongue, he was unwilling to

lofe it ; and having an inclination

alfo to reading, and no delight in

the converfation of thofe he was
obliged to work with, he generally

fpent all the time he had to fpare

in reading by himfelf.

Sir Thcmas faid, ** You are now
old, and almoft pafl; your labour;

I will give you the running of my
kitchen as long as you live." He
anfwered, " Sir, you have a nu-
merous family ; I have be?n ufed to

live retired; give me leave to build
a houfe of one room for myfelf, in

fuch a field, and there, with your
good leave, I will live and die."

Sir Thomas granted his requell:;

he built his houfe, and there con-
tinued to his death.

I fuppofe (tho' my lord did not
mention it) that he went to eat in

the family, and then retired to his

hut. My lord faid, that there was
no park at that time ; but when
the park was made, that houfe was
taken into it, and continued (land-
ing till his (my lord'-) father pull-

ed it down. " But," faid my
lord, " I would as foon have pull-

ed down this houfe ;" meaning
Eaftwell-place.

I have been computing the age
of this Richard Plantagenet when

Vol.X.

he died, and find it to be about 81.

For Richard III. was killed Au-
guft 25, 1485, (which fubftra&ed

from 1550, there remains 65) to

which add 16, (for the age of
Richard Plantagenet at that time)

and it makes 81. But, though he
lived to that age, he could fcarce

enjoy his retirement in his little

houfe above two or three years, or

a little more. For I find by Phil-

pot, that Sir Thomas Moyle did
not purchafe the eflate of Eaftwell

till about the year 1543 or 4. We
may therefore reafonably fuppofe,

that, upon his building a new
houfe on his purchafe, he could
not come to live in it till 1546,
but that his workmen were conti-

nued to build the walls about his

gardens, and other conveniences off"

from the houfe. And till he came
to live in the houfe, he could not

well have an. opportunity of ob-
ferving how Richard Plantagenet

retired with his book. So that it

was probably towards the latter end
of the year

1 546, when Richard and
Sir Thomas had the fore-mentioned

dialogue together. Confequently,

Richard could not build his houfe,

and have it dry enough for him
to live in, till the year 1547. So
that he muft be 77 or 78 years

of age before he had his writ of
eafe. * * * I am.

Dear Brother Will,

Your humble fervant,

Tho. Brett.
Spring,Grove,

Sept. 1, 1 73 5.

M The
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¥be tejlimony of Clement Maydejlone,

that the body of king Henry IV.
was thrown into the Thames, and
not buried at Canterbury . Trdef-
lated from a Latin v.anufeript in

the library of Benet college, Cam-
bridge, M.XIV.XCVI II.

THIRTY days after the death

of Henry IV. one of his

domeftics came to the houfe of

the Holy Trinity, in Hounflow,
and dined there. And as the by-

ftanders were talking at dinner-

time of that king's irreproachable

morals, this man faid to a certain

efquire, named Thomas Mavdef-
tone, then fating at table, " Whe-
ther he was a good man or not,

God knows ; but of this I am cer-

tain, that when his corpfe was car-

ried from Weftminfler towards Can-
terbury, in a fmail veffel, in order

to be buried there, I and two more
threw his corpfe into the fea, be-

tween Berkengum and Gravefend.

And (he added with an oath) we
were overtaken by fuch a dorm of

winds and waves, that many of the

nobility, who followed us in eight

lhips, were difperfed, fo as with

difficulty to efcape being loft. But
we, who were with the body, de-

spairing of our lives, with one con-

imt threw it into the fea; and a

great calm er.fued. The coffin in

which it lay, covered with cloth of

gold, we carried with great folem-

nity to Canterbury, and buried it.

The monks of Canterbury there-

fore fay, that the tomb [not the

body") of Henry IV. is with us.

As Peter faid of holy David, Ads
xi."

As God Almighty is my witnefs

and judge, I faw this man, and

heard him fwear to my father,

Thomas Maydeflone, that all the

above was true.

Clement Maydestone.

Of mufical funds ; and of the origin

of the names of the days of the

week. From the connexion of the

Roman, Saxon, and E»gI>Jh Coins.

By William Clarke, M. A.

T was di [covered by obferva-

tion and experience, that there

was in nature only feven different

notes, or founds, or, as the poet
calls them, " feptem difcrirnina

vocum ;" that every oilave was a
repetition of the fame note, only
higher or lower. This truth, my-
fterious as it truly is, could not be

fuffered to pafs (fuch is the vanity

of human nature) without fome
explication ; and therefore was
foon refolved into another mytlery,

viz. that thefe feven mufical notes

were the exprefiions of the fame
tones, which the feven planets

made in the different fpheres or

revolutions. Pythagoras intrc~

duced this new principle into the

old Greek philofophy. Macro-
bius thinks he was the author of

it; but Quintilian does not fcruple

to affirm, that it was taken from
the tradition of more ancient times.

However this was, it was a pre-

vailing opinion among the old phi-

lofophers, efpecially the Pythago-
reans. Among them, a man would
have been thought to have had no
mufic in his foul, who had dif-

puted this fundamental principle.

Macrobius fpeaks of it, as rifing

almoft to demonftration. '* Ex his

inexpugnabili ratione collectum

eft, muficos fonos de fphaerarum

cceleftium converfione procedere."

The
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The ancient planetary fyftem was

an unfettled thing : it differed

often, as the dark conjectures of

their philofophers -fumifhed a va-

riety of opinions without fixing

upon one. But it appears from

great authorities, that one of the

molt popular and prevailing opi-

nions was that which was after-

wards called the Ptolemaic. The
earth was in the centre and then

the reft of the planets in this or-

der: firlt the Moon, then Mer-
cury, Venus, the Sun, Mars, Ju-
piter and Saturn. As there were
feven planets, the lyre had for

this reafon feven ftrings : it was
formed upon this plan to ex-

prefs the harmony of the heavens.

Varro calls the planetary fyrlem
" nobilem divum lyram." And
Quintilian takes it for granted,

that the world was the great ori-

ginal from which the lyre was
taken : " mundum ipfum ejus ra-

tione compolitum effe, quam pollea

fit lyra imitata." One of the an-

cient muficians fays, that Mer-

cury, the inventor of the old feven-

flringed lyre, fitted it up and

tuned it in imitation of thofe

fpheres which the planets moved
in.

Let us now come to Dion
Caffuis. What he fays upon the

fubject amounts to this: That
calling the c'ays of the week by

the names of the feven planets

was a cuftom taken from the

Egyptians; and, though not of

very ancient date, was then be-

come familiar among the Romans,

and received among all nations:

that this diftribution of the days

was owing to the mufic of the an-

cients. One of their molt cele-

brated tunes was the Diateffaron ;

and ilriking the ftrings of the

lyre, as that tune directed, would

afiign the days of the week to

each planet, juit in that order, in

which they are now ranged. There

is no explaining this well, without

giving a fcheme of it. The pla-

nets in the order of the old Ptole-

maic fyftem flood thus

:

Saturn. Jupiter. Mars. Sol. Venus. Mercury. Luna.

Saturday- Thurfday. Tuefday. Sunday. Friday. Wednefday. Monday.

The planets diftxibuted by the Diateffaron thus

;

7 5 3 l 6 *
.
4 z

•r, Sunday, Monday, Tueiday, Wednefday, Thurfday, Friday, Saturday,

juft as we place the days of the week.
M 3 In
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In playing this tune upon the

Jyre, Dion indeed fays, that you

ftruck the outermoft firing, or S .-

turn, firft ; then every fourth firing

inclufive in their order. But it

appears by the old muficians, that

there were feveral ways of begin-

ning this tune, and that you might
fet off from different firings. In

reckoning the days of the week,

they plainly began with the fourth:

and it is allowed by the judges of

mufic, that finking the firft firing

laft would make the compofition

more harmonious.

Dion's obfervation about the

antiquity of this cufiom feems to

be as well grounded. He fays,

that the ancient Greeks knew no-

thing of it. It is certain, that the

univerfal reception of it among the

Greeks and Romans could not be

long before his time. Ovid would

fcarce have loft an opportunity of

embellishing his Falli with the

flory of fome of tiiefe hebdoma-

dary deities, if this had been the

ufual practice in that age. Reck-
oning the month, and confequent-

ly the year, by weeks, was very an-

cient. Philo and Jofephus afTure

us, that this diftribution of time

was univerfally received among all

nations.

The practice of afligning each

day of the week to a particular

deity was, as Herodotus informs

us, an invention of the Egyptians :

from thence it came by flow ad-

vances into Italy and Rome. Moft
of the Egyptian cuftnms had been

long held in great contempt by
the Romans; but after Vefpafian.

had afiumed the purple, and efta-

blifhed himfelf in the empire, they

began to be more fafhionable at

court. This invention, whenever
it W2S received there, came from
thence to our anceltors the Saxons

;

and is one inftance, among many
others, of their great difpofuion

to mutate the Roman cuftoms.

MtsciL-
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Miscellaneous Essays.

Thoughts on the Cavfs and Ccnfe-

quences of the prefent high Price of

Provifons.

Privatas illis cenfus erat brevis

Commune magnum.

TH E high price of provi-

fions, and all the Decena-
ries of life, is an evil fo incon-

venient to all conditions of men,
and fo intolerable to fome, that

it is not furpriiing that all ihould

fuller ic with much difcontent, and
many be drove by it into defpair,

or into riots, rapine, and all kinds

of diforder?. The latter, indeed,

we cannot but expect, if we con-

fider, that the enemies of all go-

vernment and fubordination, fo

numerous in this country, will not

fail to avail themlelves of this fa-

vourable opportunity, to fpread

univerfal diflatisfactioii, and in-

flame the minds of the people to

feek redrefs by fuch infamous and
dangerous methods. This they

endeavour, too fuccefsfully, to

effect, by daily reprefenting in the

public papers, that this calamity

arifes from the artifices of mono-
polizers, regraters, foreftallers,

and engroflers, encouraged, or at

lead connived at, by minifters de-

firous of opprefling the people,

and parliaments unattentive to

their complaints. It is hard to

Jay, whether the ignorance of ihefc

writers, or their malevolence, is

fuperior; or, whether the abfurd-

kv of their principles, or the naif-

chief of them, is the greateft

:

but one may venture to affirm,

that our people, notwithstanding

the prefent fcarcity, are Hill bet-

ter fed than taught. T^is un-

doubtedly makes \f neceflary, at

this time, that the true caufes of

this evil mould be explained to

them; which, if it leflens not

their wan:?, may in fome meafure

abate their ill-founded indigna-

tion.

To this end I fhall endeavour

to ihe.v, as cohcifely as poffible,

thdt the prefent high price of pro-

vifions arifes principally from
two fources; the increafe of our

national debts, and the increafe of
our riches; that is, from the po-

verty of the public, and the wealth,

of private individuals. From what
caufes thefe have been increafed,

and what have been the effects of

that increafe, (hall be the fubject

of the few following pages.

It will furely be unneceflary to

inquire into the caufes of the late

immenfe increafe of our national

debt; whoever remembers the ma-
ny millions annually borrowed,

funded, and expended, during the

lad war, can be under no diffi-

culty to account for its increafe.

To pay intereft for thefe new funds,

new taxes were every year im-

M 3
pofei,
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pofed, and additional burthens

laid on every comfort, and almoft

every neceffary, of life, by former

taxes, occafioned by former wars,

before fuffkiently loaded. Thele
xnuft unavoidably increafe the

prices of them, and that in a

much greater proportion than is

ufualiy underllood: for a duty

laid on any commodity does noc

only add the value of that duty to

the price of that commodity, but

the dealer in it muft advance the

price double or treble times that

fum ; for he muft not only repiy

himfelf the original tax, but muft

have compenfation for his lofl'es

in trade by bad debts, and lofs of

intereft by his increafed capital.

Befides this, every new tax does

not only affeft the price of the

commodity on which it is laid, but

that of all others, whether taxed

or nor, and with which, at firft

fight, it feems to have no manner
of connection. Thus, for in-

ftance, a tax on candles muft

raife the price of a coat, or a pair

of breeches ; becaufe, out of thefe,

all- the taxes on the candles of the

wool-comber, weaver, and the tai-

lor, muft be' paid : a duty upon

ale muft raife the price of (hoc-s

;

b -.dufe from them all the t^xes

upon ale drank by the tanner,

leather-dreffer, and fhoemaker,

which is not a little, muft be re-

funded. No tax is immediately

laid upon corn, but the price of it

muft neceffarily be advanced ; be-

Cr.ufe, out of thar, ill the innu-

merable taxes paid by the farmer

on windows, foap, candles, malt,

hops, leather, fait, and a thou-

fand others, mull be repaid : fo

that corn is as effectually taxed,

as if a duty by the bufhel had been

primarily laid upon it; for taxes,

like the various ft reams which form
a general inundation, by what-
ever channels they feparately find

adrniflion, unite at lall, and over-

whelm the whole. The man,
therefore, who fold fand upon an
afs, and raifed the price of it dur-

ing the late war, though abu.ed.

for an imp./fiiion, mod certainly

a&ed upon right reafons ; for,

though there were no new taxes

then impofed either on land or

afles, yet he found by experience,

that, from the t.xes laid on almolt

all other things, he could neither

maintain himfelf, his wife, or his

afs, as che<ip as formerly ; he was
therefore under a neceflity of ad-

vancing trie price of his fand, out

of which alone all the taxes which
he paid mule be refunded. Thus,
1 think, it is evident beyond all

doubt, that the increafe of taxes

muft increafe the price of every

thing; whether taxed or not ; and

that this is ©ne principal caufe of

the prefent extraordinary advance

of provifions, and all the necefla-

ries of life.

The other great fource, from
whence this calamity arifesj is cer-

tainly our vaft increafe of riches;

the caufes and confequences of

which I will now briefly conlider.

That our riches are in faft amaz-
ingly increafed within a few years,

r.o one, who is in the leaft ac-

quainted with this country, can

entertain a doubt: whoever will

caft his eyes on our public works,

our roads, our bridges, our pave-

ments, and our hofpitals, the pro-

digious extenfion of our capital,

and in fome proportion that of

every confiderable town in Great

Britain; whoever will look into

the pofTefn ns and expences of in-

dividuals, their houfes, furniture,

x tables,
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tables, equipages, parks, gardens,

cloaths, plate, and jewels, will

find every where round him fuffi-

cient marks to teftify to the truth

of this proposition. This great in-

creafe of private opulence is un-
doubtedly owing to the very fame
caufe which increa'ed our national

debt ; that is, to the enormous
expences and unparalleled fuccefs

of the late w^r ; and indeed very

much ariies from that very debt

itfelf. Every million funded is in

fact a new creation of fo much
wealth to individuals, both of

principal and intere.l ; for the

principal, being eafily transferable,

operates exactly as fo much cafh ;

and the intereft, by enabling fo

many to confume
v
the commodities

on which taxes are laid for the

pavment of it, in a great meafure
produces annually an income to

diicharge itfelf. Of all the enor-

mous fums then expended, little,

belides the fubfidies granted to

German princes, was loft to the in-

dividuals of this country, though
the whole was irrecoverably alie-

nated from the public ; ail the reft

annually returning into the pock-
ets of the merchants, contractors,

brokers, and (lock-jobbers, ena-

bled them to lend it again to the

public on a new mortgage the fol-

lowing year. Every emiflion of
paper-credit by bank-notes, ex-

chequer and navy bills, fo long as

they circulate, anfwers all the

purpofes of fo much additional

gold and filver as their value a-

mounts to. If we add to thefe

the immenfe riches daily flowing
in, fince that period, from our
commerce, extended over every
quarter of the globe, from the
new channels of trade opened with
America, and the amazing fums

imported from the Eall-Inaies, it

will not Aire be difficult to account

for the opulence of the prefent

times, which has enabled men to

increa'e their expences, and carry

luxury to a pitch unknown to all

former ages.

Tne effects of this vaft and fud-

den increafe of richer are no leis

evident than their caufe : the firft

and molt obvious effect of the in-

creafe of money is the decreafe

of its value, like that of all other

commodities ; for money being

but a commodity, its value muft

be relative, that is, dependant on

the quantity of itfelf, and the

quantity of the things to be pur-

chafed with it.
' In every country

where there is great plenty ol pro-

visions, and but little money, there

provifions muft be cheap, that is,

a great deal of them wiil be ex-

changed for a little money: on
the contrarv, where there are but

little provifions in proportion to

the number of coniumers, and a

great plenty of money, pr what
paffes for money, there they will

inevitably be dear; that is a great

deal of money muft be given to

purchafe them. Thefe effects muft

eternally follow their caufes in all

ages and in all countries ; and that

they have done io, the hiftory of

all countries in ail ages fufriciently

informs us. The value of money
at the time of the Norman con-

queft was near twenty times greater

than at prefent; and it has beea

gradually decreafing from that pe-

riod, in proportion as our riches

have increafed : it has decreafed

not !efs than one third during the

prefent century ; ana I believe one

half at leaft of that third fince the

commencement of the laft war,

which, I doubt not, could it be

M 4 exactly
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exactly computed, would be found ther as many thoufand pounds,

to be in due proportion to the in- now acquires in a quarter of that

creafe of its quantity, either in time double that fum, or bre ks

real or fictitious cafh ; and that the for a greater, and vies all the while

price ofprovifions is advanced in with the firft of our nubility, in

the fame proportion during the his houfe5, table, furniture, ar 1

fame period. equipage: the fh.pkeepcr^ who
The increafe of money does not utel to be well contented with one

only operate on the price of pro- difh of meat, one fire, and one

vificns by the diminution of" its maid, has now two or three tim.s

own value, but by enabling more as many of each; his wife h >.s her

- people to purchafe, and confe- tea, her card-parties, and her

quently to confume them ; which dreifing-room ; and his prentice

muQ unavoidably lilcewife increafe has climbrd from the kitchen-fire

their fcarcity, and that mud Hill to the front.boxes at the play-

add more to their price. Twenty houfe. The lowed manufacturer

rich families will confume ten and meaneft mechanic will touch

times as much meat, bread, butter, nothing but the very beft pieces

foap, and candles, as twenty poor of meat, and the fifed white

families confiding of the lame bread ; and, if he cannot obtain •

number; and the prices of all thefe double the wages for being idle,

mud certainly rife in proportion to to whac he formerly received for

the demand. This effect of the working hard, he thinks he has a

increafe of wealth, in many coun- right to feek for a redrefs of his

tries of Europe, is very vilib'e at grievance.1
, by riot and rebellion,

this day, and in none more than in Since then the value of our money
the northern parts of this ifland, is decreafed by its quantity, our

who, having of late acquired riches confumption increafed by univerfal

by the introduction of trade, ma- luxury, and the fuppiies, which
nufaclures, and tillage, can now we ufed to receive from poorer

well afford to eat road beef, and countries, now alfo grown rich,

therefore confume much of thofe greatly diminifhed, the prefent ex-

cattle, with which they were for- orbitant price of all the neceflaries

inerly glad to fepply us; and will of life can be no wonder.

not part with the red but at prices From what has been here of-

greatly advanced. The confump- fered, I think this may be readily

tion of every thing is alfo amaz- accounted for, without having re-

ingly increaied from the increafe coutfe to foredallers, regraters, en-

of we;.kh in our metropolis, and groders, monopolizers, higglers,

indeed in every corner of this badgers, bounties, pod-chaife«,

kingdom; and the manner of liv_ turnpike-roaJs, enlarging of farms,

ing, throughout all ranks and con- and the extension of the metropo-
ditions of men, is no lef- amaz- lis, with all that ridiculous cata-

ingly altered : the merchant, who logue of caufes, which have been

formerly thought himfelf fortu- affigned by cfTay-writers to this

nate, if, in a courfe of thirty or evil, and frequently adopted by
forty years, by a large trade and the abfurdity of their readers,

itricl ceconomy, he amaffed toge- How far all or any cf thefe

have
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have accidentally, collaterally, or

locally contriouted to augment the

price of provifions, I cannot deter-

mine, nor do I think it of much
importance to inquire; becaufe I

am fatisried, whatever may have

been their effects, they could have

had none at ail, had they not been

affiled by the firlf. and great caufe,

the increafe of riches; for no ar-

tifices of traders can make their

commodhis dear in a poor coun-

try ; that is, fell things for a great

deal cf money where there is lit-

tle to be found. It feems there-

fore to no purpofe to iearch out

for caufes of the prefent high

price of provifions, from fads,

whofe operations are uncertain,

and reafons at beft but fpeculative,

when it is fufncieutly accounted

for from thefe two great princi-

ples, the increafe of taxes, and

tbe increafe of riches, principles

as ablolut ly indifputable, and as

demonilrabie as any mathematical
problem.

I ftiall now make fome curfory

cbfervations and (hort cone lu lions

on the principles here advanced,
which, allowing thefe to be rue,
can admit of no doubr. Firt then,

although the price of provifions is

at prefect very high, they cannot
w':h propriety be faid to be dear.

Nothing is properly dear, exept
fome commodity, which either from
rtal or ficli t icu> fcarcity, bears a

higher price than other things in

the fame country at the fame time.

In the reign or* Henry 11. the value

of money was about fifteen times

greater than in the prefent age: a

fowl then was fold for a penny,
which cannot now be bought un-
der fifteen pence ; but fowls are

nd"t for that reafon dearer now,
tiiafl they were at that time; be-

caufe one penny was then earned
with as much labour, and when
earned would fetch as much of
every thing at market, as fifteen

will in thefe days:*o.as tbs value

of money now as greu, and the

price of other ihing- as fmall, as in

thofe times, and provifions bore
the Lme price as at prefent, they

would then be deir indeed, 2nd the

pamphleteers would have good rea-

fon to impute their dearneis t • the

frauds of engrofiersand monopoli'7-

1 rs ; but as the price of every thing

be fides, of houfes. furniture, cloa: hs,

horles, coaches, fees, perquisites,

ana votes, «re ail equ -l!v advanced
1

;

nay, as every pamphle-, which ufed
to be fold for one Chilling, has now
inferibed on its title-page, price

eighteen pence, their own works
are a confutation of their argu-

ments; for nonfenfe is a commo-
dity in which there are too manv
dealers ever to fuffer it to be mo-
nopolized or er.grolled. It is cer-

tainly therefore improper to fay,

that provifions are dear, but we
fhould rather affirm, what is the

real 'fact, that money is cheap ;

and if the complainants would ufe

this expreiTion inllead of the other,

and at the fame time conlider, that

this arifes from the fuccefsofour
arms, and the extemion of our
trade, I am perfuaded, tht if they

were no: lefs aiftrefled, they would
certainly be his diffatufied, and
would, perhaps, by degrees, com-
prehend, thai, in a country en-
gaged in expenfive wars and fuc-

ceislul commerce, there mult be
heavy taxes and great riches; and
that where there are taxes and
riches, there the prices of provi-

fions, and all other things, mull

be high, in fpite of all the efforts

of mimiters or parliaments, who
ought
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ought by no means to be blamed

for not effecting impoffibilities

and counteracting the nature of

things.

Secondly, this cheapr.efs of mo-
ney in its confluences affects mf-

: conditions of men in a very

cifferent manner: to feme it ope-

rates exactly in the fame manner
as real dearnefs and fcarcitv, at the

fame time that to ethers ic gives

considerable advantages. All thofe

whofubiiit on fettled ttipends mull

inevitably be ruined by it: mer-

chants, and traders of all kinds,

are greatly benefited ; but. the la-

bourer and the land-owner are

moil grievouflv opprefied. Thofe
who fubfift on fettled Stipends muft

be ruined; becaufe, if their in-

comes cannot be advanced in pro-

portion to the decreafe of the va-

lue of money, and the confequent

increafe of the prices cf every

thing, the fame nominal fum which

would afford affluence in one age,

ivill not prevent flarving in ano-

ther ; of which we have numerous

examples in our fchools, colleges,

alms-houfes, and other charitable

foundations. Merchants and tra-

ders are constantly gainers by it

;

becaufe they can always rr.ife the

prices of whatever they deal in,

falter than the value of money de-

creafes: but the labourer, having

nothing to fubfift on but hi: daily

work, mult ever be behind-hand

in advancing the price of his la-

bour; becaufe he is not ^ble to

wait till itacquires its due pro-

portion of value, and therefore by

it he muft fufFer extremely. The
land-owner likewife cannot raiie

his rents in any proportion to the

fill of the value of money; becaufe

the charges of cultivation, the fa-

auly-expences of the occupiers, and

the maintenance of an increasing

poor, all burthens infeparable from
his land, mult all rile in proportion

to that tall ; and thefe mull per-

petually retard his progress. The
price of labour and of land muft
by degrees advance, as money de-
crf.-.u-s jn value; but, as thefe are

the lalt that will fee! its effects, the

labourer muft, in the mean time,

be miferably pinched, and the

land-Oivner dreadfully impoverish-

ed by it. This is not fpeculation,

but a fact which is too well verified

by experience at this time, through
every part of this kingdom, where
the labourer, with his utmolt in-

duftry, cannot now procure a belly-

full for himfelf and his family ;

and, notwithstanding all the late

improvement? in agriculture, the

very fame eftates in land v.

formerly maintained a large famiiy

in fplendor and hofpttahty, can

now fcarce repair and pay window-
tax for a fpacious manSion-houfe,

and fupply the owner of it with

the neceffaries of life. When I

hear a merchant, contractor, or

broker, calling out for war, ar-

guing for new loins and new taxes,

Iv\o;ider not, becaufe I know thac

they are enriched by them, and I

know alfo that they have fagacity

enough to know it too: but when
I hear a landed gentleman talk the

fame language, w.nen I fee him
eager for war, which mu-ft involve

him in new diftrefTes, encouraging

loan;-, vvhofe intereit he mult pay,

pleading for taxes, which muft lie

an eternal mortgage upon his ef-

tate, exulting in acquifitions of

territories and commerce, which
muft daily increafe his expences,

and diminifh his income, and tri-

umphing in victories which muft

undo him, 1 own I am furprifed,
' but
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but at the fame ti 'Tie rejoice to find,

that, in this enlightened age, there

is ignorance Hill left amongft us.

fuffici^iH to produce fj difinterefted

a patriot.

Liltly, i'rom the f. regoing pre-

mifes one confequence evidently

appears, which feerns to have e-

fcaped the fagacity of our wifeft

politicians, which if, that a nation

«iay, nay muft inevitably be ruin-

d, who every year increaies her

debts, r.o'.withilanding her acqui-

fitions by conquelt or commerce
bring in double or treble the fums
which Ih? is obliged to borrow;
and this by a chain of caufes and

confequcnces, which the efforts of

no human power or wifdom are

able to difunite. New debts re-

quire new taxes; and new tsxes

njoft increafe the price of provi-

fions: new acquifitions of wealth,

by decrealing the value of money,
Itill aggravate ihis evil, and render

them Hill dearer; this dearnefs of

provifions mull augment the price

of labour ; this mult advance the

price of ail manufactures ; and this

muft deitroy trade ; the deltru&ion

of trade muft ltarve the poor, ex-

pel the manufactures, and intro-

duce univerfai bankruptcy, riot,

and confuiion. Artificer:, of ail

kinds will, by degrees, migrate

into cheaper countries: the num-
ber of clergy, whole education

muft grow more expenlive, and
incomes lefs valuable, will be in-

fufHcient for paicchial duty: the

pay of navies and armies muft be

augmented, or they will no longer

defend a country which cannot

maintain them ; but rather them-
felves become her internal and molt

dangerous enemies.

From what has been here faid, I

think it plainly appears, that the
preienc exorbitant price of provi-

fions, and all the necclTaries of life,

chiefly ar:f.-s from the increafe of*

our taxes, and of our riches ; that

is, from public poverty and pri-
vate opulence, the fatal difeafu

which has put a period to all the
greatett and molt flourishing em-
pires of che world: their ceftruc-
tive* effe&s have been fuffidently
known in all ages ; but the reme-
dy fuccefsfully to be applied to
them is yet a fecret. No acqui-
fition of foreign wealth can be ef-

fectual for this purpofe : was our
whole national debt to be at once
paid off, by the introduction of ail

the treafures of the Eaft, it would
but accelerate our deftrudtion ; for
fuch a vaft and fudden influx of
riches woald fo enhance our ex-
pences, and decreafe the value of
money , that we fhould at once be
overwhelmed wi'h luxury arid want.
The ncft concife method of cure
would be to tLke fuperabundanc
wealth from individuals, and with
it di (charge the tiebts of the public;
but here juftice, liberty, and law,
would cbtiru£t our progrefs with
in furnioun table difficulties. Who-
ever therefore would attempt this

falatary, but arduous undertaking,
muft not begin by extirpating en-
greflVrs and regraters, nor by de-
ftroying rats and fparrows_, rhofe
great foreflallers of the public
markets ; but by gradually paying1

off that debt, not only by cccono-
my, but by the molt avaritiouj
parfirr.ony, and as far as pcffiblc, by-

narrowing thofe channels, through
wnich riches have flowed in fuch
torrents into the pockets of private
men : he muft be deaf to all mer-
cantile application for opening new
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inlets of commerce at the public

cxpence: he mull boldly refill all

propofi lions for fettling new colo-

nies upon parliamentary ellimates
;

and moll carefully avoid entering

into new wars: in fh>rt, he mull
obllinately refufe to ^dd one hun-
dred thoufand pounds to the na-

tional debt, though by that means
millions could be introduced bbro*

the hands of individuals. tJow
far thefe meafures are practicable,

or confident with the honour, dig-

nity, or even advantage of this

country in other refpe&s, I cannot

determine; but this I will venture

to affirm, that by no others this

calamity, fo loudly and fojultly at

this time complained of, can ever

be redre/Ted. /

By what has been here thrown

out, I would by no means be un-

derllood to mean to difcourage the

Jegifl.Uure from inquiring into a-

bufes, of which I doubt not but

there are many, and applying to

them the moft efficacious and fpee-

dy remedies; much lefs to difap-

prove the falutary meafures they

have already taken to redrefs this

evil, the wifeft, and perhaps the

only ones which are practicable for

that end. I propofe onl to leJTen

the unrealonable expectations ma-
ny have formed of their fuccefs,

and the indignation confequent

from their difappointmens ^ and to

ftem a little thoie torrents of ab-

surdities, with which one is over-

whelmed in all companies, both

male and female. Every politi-

cian at a coffee-boufe has a rollrum

for this difeafe, which he pro-

nounces infallible; and abufes ad-

miniftration for not immediately

adopting it. Projeclors everyday

hold forth fchemes unintelligible

and impracticable ; for not exe-

cuting which, government is ar-

raigned ; the ignorant fupporc
them, the factious make ufe of
them, and oppofuions, knowing
what it is to be hungry, pathetical-

ly bewail the miferies of the poor.

The dowager at the quadrille-table

inveighs loudly againll the cruelty

of parliament, for difregarding the

voice of the people, and fuffVrinf

provifions to continue at fo exor-

bitant a price; calls a king; and
if (he happens to be beaded, grows
more outr.igeous againft the mini-
ilry; while the filent old general,

her unfortunate partner, in three

fentences recorrmends military ex-

ecution on all butchers, bakers,

poulterers, and fishmongers, as the

moft equitable and moll effectual

remedy. Were thefe impertinences

productive of no mifchief, they

would be only ridiculous and un-

worthy of a ferious confutation;

but as

Hte nug<t feria ducunt

In mala
;

they tend to deceive, to difap-

point, and to exafperate the minds
of the vulgar, and to leave thoie of

their betters discontented, and dif-

fatisfied with government; what-

ever (hall explain the true and fun-

damental caufes of this calamity

to the people, and give fome check

to the nonfenfe, which is every

where wrote, talked, and propa-

gated on this fubjecl, is an attempt

which may render great and im-

portant fervice both to the focial

and the political world.

4n
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An ejjay upon theatrical imitation
;

extraBed from the dialogues of
Plato, by J. f. RcuJJeau. (Tran-

Jlated from a i>ol. of Roufeau's

ixorks neivly publiflnd.)

THE more I reflect upon the

eftablifhment of our imagi-

nary republic, the more frrongly it

appears to me, that we have pre-

scribed for it laws that are uleful

and appropriated to the nature of

jnan. I find, in particular, that it

was necefiary to give, as we have

done, fome bounds to the licences

of poets, and to forbid their ufing

any part of their art that relates to

imitation. We will now, if you
pleafe, refume this fubjecl ; and in

the belief that you will not inform

againft me to thofe dangerous ene-

mies, I will acknowledge, that 1

look upon all dramatic writers, as

the corrupters of the people. For
whoever letting themfelves be a-

mufed by their images, are inca-

pable of receiving them in their

real point of light, or of giving

thefe fables fuch correction as they

require. Whatever refpedl I en-

tertain for Horner, the model and
firft mailer, I do not think I owe
more to him than I do to truth;

and in order to begin by fecuring

it to me, I (hall endeavour to trace

what is imitation.

To imitate a thing, an idea muft
be formed. This idea is abftract,

abfolute, fole, and independant of
the number of copies of this thing

which may exift in nature. This
idea is always antecedent to its

execution : fo the architect who
builds a palace, hath the idea of a
palace before he fets about build-

ing it. He does not conftrucl the

model he follows, and this model
was previously in his mind.

Confined by his art to this Angle
fubject, this artift is only capable
of making this, or other palaces

fimilar; but there are fome that
are much more univerfal, who pro-
duce all that can be executed by
any workman whatever in the
world ; all that is produced by na-
ture, all that can be rendered vili-

ble in heaven, upon earth, in hell,

even the gods themfelves. You
comprehend that thefe marvellous
artilts are painters, and indeed, the
mod ignorant of men can do the
fame with a looking-glafs. You
will tell me that the painter does
not make thefe things but only
their images : the workman does
no more who really fabricates them,
as he copies a model that exifts be-
fore him.

I there fee three palaces very dif-

tin&. Firft, the original model, or

idea, that exifted in the mind of
the architect, in nature, or at leaft

in it's author, with all the poflible

ideas of which it is the fpring.

Secondly, the palace of the archi-

tect, which is the image of this

model ; and at length the palace

of the painter, which is the image
of that of the architect. Thus God,
the architect, and the painter, are

the authors of thefe three palaces.

The firft palace is the original idea,

exilting by itfelf ; the fecond is the

image of this; the third is the

image of the image, or what we
properly call imitation. Hence it

follows, that imitation does roc,

as it is imagined, hold the fecond

rank, but the third in the order of
beings; and that no image being

exact and perfect, imitation is al-

ways at a itill more diftant degree

from truth, than it is believed.

The architect may conftruct Se-

veral palaces upon the fame model;

the
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the painter draw fever.il pictures endeavour to give an exact and true

from the fame palace : but as to the repiefentation of the object, but the

type, ororiginal model, it is fingu- appearance. Hepaintsic as it feems

lar, for if there were two which re- to be, and i.ot as it really is; he
femblrd each other, they would be paints it in one fingle point of view;

«.o longer original ; they would have an^ this point of view being the

an original model common to both, choice of hit own will, he renders,

and that alone would be the real according as he pieafes, the fame
type. All what I have faM here of object agreeable, or deforne 1, to

painting is applicable to theatrical the eyes of the fpectator. Where-
imitation ; but before we defcend fore it does not depend upon them
tothi*, let us examine a little cloier to judge of the thing imitated, in

the imitations of the painter. itfelf; but they are compelled to

He does not only connne his judge of it upon certain appear-

imitations in his pictures to the ances, and as it pieafes the imita-

images of things, that is, the fen- tor; they often judge by mere
fible productions of nature, and the habit, and there are arbiters even

works of art; but he does not even in imitation *.

* Experience evinces that the fineft harmony does not flatter an ear that is-

rot prepoffefied in its favour; that nothing but cuftom renders concord agree-

able, and make? us diftinguifh it from the molt diffon:mt intervals. As to the

Ampacity or the connection, upon which it has been endeavoured to lay the ba-

ils of the pi*afare of barmony> I have fet forth in the Encyclopedia, under the

vord Conformance, that this piinciple is not to be maintained, and I think it is

ealy to prove all our harmony is a barbarous, gothic invention, which has, only

by the extent of time, become an imitative ait. A (ludious magiftrate, who at

his leiiure hours, inftead of going to hear mufic, amules himitlfto fathom its

lyftems, has difcovered that the fimilitude of a fifth is only as two to three by
approximation, and that this fimilitude is ftrictly incommenfurable. No one at

leaft can deny its being lb upon our harplichords, by virtre of the modification,

which does not prevent thele fifths, thus modified, to appear agreeable to us.

Now, in i'uch a cafe, where is the fimplicity of the connection which fhould ren-

der them fifths? We are not yet certain whether cur fyMem of mufic is not

founded upon mere conventions ; neither do we know, whether or not, the

principles are entirely arbitrary ; or whether another lyftem fubliituted in it's

place, would not by cuftom equally pleafe us. This queftion is difcuffed in ano-

ther place. By a pretty natural analogy, tbefe reflections might excite others

vpon the fuhjecl of painting, as the ityle of a picture, the agreement of colours,

certain parts of the derkn, which are mere arbitrary than is generally believed,

and where imitation itfelf muft fubmit to the rules of convention. Why dare

not painters attempt fome new imitations, which have nothing againft them but

their novelty, and which, on the other hand, feem to fpring from the art ? For

example, it is only a play for them to make a plain iurface appear in relief; how
comes it then that r.one amougtt them have endeavoured to give the appearance

of a plain iurface to a relief? If they make a flat ceiling appear vaulted, why
do not they make a vaulted one appear flat ? fhades, they will fay, change ap-

pearances, at various points of view, which is not the cafe with plain furfaces.

Let us remove this difficulty, and defire a painter to paint and colour a flame in

i'v.ch a manner as to appear flat, even, and of the fame colour, without any defign,

in only one light, and a fingle point of view. Theie oblervations would not,

perhaps, be unworthy the confederation of the enlightened virtuofo, who has

reaibued fo well upon the art.

The
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The art of reprefenting objrcls

is very different from that of mak-
ing them known. The hrft pleafes

without inttrucling ; the latter in-

flructs withouc pleafing. Theartift

who draws a plan and takes exact

dimenfions, does nothing that is

very agreeable to the fight ; where-

fore his work is fought for only by

artills: but he who traces a per-

fpective, flatters the multitude and

the ignorant, becaufe he teaches

them nothing, and offers them only

the appearance of what they knew
before. Add to this, that mcnfu-
ration fupplying us with fucceffive

dimenfions, gradually teaches us

the truth of things ; whereas ap-

pearance prefents us with all at

once, and with the opinion of a

greater extent of underftanding,

the fenfes are flattered by the le-

duftion of felf-love.

The reprefentationsof the pain-

ter, deftitute of all reality, do not

produce this appearance, but by
the afllftance of fome trifling fhades,

and fome flight refemblance, which
he impofes for the thing itfelf. If

there were any mixture of truth in

his imitations, he fhould be ac-

quainted with the object that he
imitates; he fhould be a naturalifl,

a workman, a phvlician, before le

were a painter. But, on the con-

trary, the extent of his art is

founded only in his ignorance, and

the only reafon he paints, is, be-.

cauCe he has no occalion for any
knowledge. When he offers us a

meditating philofopher, an aflro-

nomer fludying the planets, a ge-
ometrician drawing fections, a

turner at work, aoes he thereby

know how to work, to calculate,

to meditate, to obferve the planets?

not in the lead; he only knows

how to paint. Incapable of giving'

a reafon for any of the things that

are in his picture, he doubly im-
pofes upon us by his imitation*, as

well in offering us a vague and
fictitious appearance, the fault of
which neither he nor we can dif—

tinguifh, as by ufing falfe meafures
to produce this appearance; that:

is to fay, by changing all the real

dimenfions according to the laws
of perfpective ; fo that if the fenfes

of the fpeflator are not deceived,

but view the picture as it really is,

he will be impofed upon, as to th»

appearance of things reprefented,

orelfe will find them all fictitious.

The illufion will neverthelefs be
fuch, that fools and children will

be impofed upon, and fancy they
fee objects which the painter him-
felf is unacquainted with, and
workmen whole art he knows no-
thing of.

Let us from this example fufpeQ:

thole people who are fo univerfal;

who are proficients in every art,

adepts in every fcience, who know
every thing, reafon upon every
thing, and feem to unite in them-
felves alone the talents of all man-
kind. If any one fhould tell us

he is acquainted with fuch a won-
derful man, allure him, without
hefitation, that he is the dupe to

the impofitions of a quack, and
tbataU the knowledge of this great
philofopher hath no other foun-
dation than the ignorance of his

admirers, who cannot diftinguifli

error from truth, nor imitation from
the thing imitated.

This leads us to an examination
of tragic writers; and Homer,
their chief. For feveral aver, thac

a tragic poet fhould know every
thing; that he fhould have fathom-

ed
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ed the depths of virtue and vice,

policy and morality, laws both di-

vine and huimn, and that he

fhould have a kn uiedge of every

thing th.it he introduces, orclfe he

will never produce any thing that

is good. L"t us then enquire whe-
ther thofe wbo-raife poetry to this

point of fuhlim.ty, are not them-
felves impofed upon by the imita-

tive poets*; whether their admi-

ration for thrfe immortal works do

not prevent ti.eir feeing how oiltant

they are from truth, and being

fenfiblethat they are colours with-

out confillency, mere phantoms
and fhadows, and that to delineate

fuch images, nothing is leL necef-

fary than the knowledge of truth ;

or if there be indeed any real uti-

lity in all this, or if the poets in

effecl know that multiplicity of

things, oi which the vulgar fancy

they fpe.<k fo well.

Tell me, my friends, if any
one had this choice, to poffeli his

roiftrefs's pic~r.uie or the original,

which do yoj think, he would pre-

fer? if an artift could equally pro-

duce the thing imitated, or its

likenefs, would he chule the latter,

in objects of anv price ; and would
he content himfelf with the picture

of a honfe, when he ccuM actually

confirucl himfelf a real one? if

then the tragic pcet was really

acquainted wiih thofe things he

pretends to paint, if he had the

qualities le delcribes, if he knew
himfelf hew to do what he makes
the dramatis perfonae perform,

would he not exercife their talents?

would he not practile their virtues?

would he not fooner erect monu-

ments to his own glory than theirs?

and would he not rather chu'e to'

perform himfelf worthy actions,

than 10 confine himfelf to the praife

of others? certainly his merit in

this cafe would be quite different;

there is no reafon to be aiiigned

why having the p.iwer to do the

mrlt, he fhould d.-> the halt. But
what oiuft we think of him who
would teach us, what he could not

liiinlelf ieam ? and who would
laugh to lee a group of ideots

go to admire all the fprings of

policy, and the human heart

brought into play by a rattle twen-

ty ye irs of age, to whom the mod
fenfelefs of the audience would not

truit with the lean: part of their

bufinefs ?

Let us lay afide what relates to

talents and arts. When Homer
talks fo well of the knowledge of

Machaon, do not call him to ;:c-

count for his own about the fame
matters. Let us not defire to know
the patients he has cured, the

pupils he has trained to phyfic,

his mafterpieces of engraving ard
chafing, the workmen he has form-

ed, or the monuments of his in-

clullry. Let us fuffer him to teach

us-all this, without knowing whe-
ther he is himfelf inftrucled in it.

But when he entertains us with

wars, government, laws, fciences,

which require the greateft length

of fludy, and which are the mofl

immediate')' connected with the

happinefs of mac, dare we inter-

rupt him a moment thus to inter-

rogate him? oh divine Homer! we
admire your lelTons ; and fhall not

hefitate to foilow them, as focn as

* It was the common opinion of the antients, that all the tragic writers were

only the copyilts, and the imitators of Homer. Some one faid of the tragedies

cf Euripides : thele aie the fragments of Homei's repair, whieh are carried home
by a guett.

we
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we fee hew you yourfelf praclifed not been beloved and honoured by

them: if you be really what you all the world? how could it happen

take fo much pains to appear; if that you attracted none but the

your imitations do not hold the fingle Cleophilus f and even here

third rank, but the fecond after you only nouriflied ingratitude,

truth, let us lee in yomfelf the What! a Protagoras of Abdera, a

model which you depift in your Prodicee of Chio, without iiTuing

works ; Ihew ns the captain, the from a private fimple life, to con-

Jegiilator, the fage, whole portraits vene their contemporaries around

you fo boldly diiplay to us. Greece them, to perfuade them to learn

and all the world celebrate the from them alone the art of govern-

good actions of great men who ing their country,thirfamihes, and

pofleiTed thofe fublime arts, whofe themfelves; and ye luch wonderful

precepts coft you fo lictle. Ly- men as a Hefiod, and a Homer.
curgus gave laws to Sparta, Cha- who knew every thing, who could

roruJis to Sicily and Italy, Minos to :ch every thing to men of their

to Crete, Solon to us. Is the time, to be fo neglected by them
objeel the duties of life, the wife as to wander and beg throughout

government of the houfe, the con- the univerfe, chanting their verfes

duct of a citizen in every tiation ? from city to city like vile ballad-

Thales of Miletta, and the Scy- fingero ! In thofe barbarous ages,

thian Anacharfis furnilhed at once when the prelfure of ignorance

precepts and examples. Are thefe began to be felt, when the want
fame duties to be taught to others, and avidity of knowledge concur-

and philofophers and fages to be red to render every man a little

inllituted who pradlife what they more enlightened than others,

have been taught? this was the ufeful and refpectable ; if thefe

talk of Zoroalter to the Magii, had been as learned as they ap-

Pythagoras to his difciples, Ly- peared to be, if they had polTefled

Curgus to his fellow-citizens. But all the qualities which they fo

you, Horner, if it be true, that pompoufly blazoned, they would
you have exceljed in fo many parts

;

have palfed for prodigies; they-

if it be true that you can inltruct would have been fought for by
men and render them better; if it every one; all would have eagerly

be true that you unite knowledge puflied forward to have feen them,
with imitation, and learning to to pofTef-, to keep them, and difplay

words; let us fee thofe works that their hofpitality towards them ; and
evince your abilities, the Hates thofe who could not have fixed

that you have inrtituted, the vir- their refidence with them, would
tues which do you honour, the rr.iher have fallowed them all over

battles you have g.lined, the riches the earth, than to have loft fo fcarce

that you have acquired. Iiow an opportunity to be inftructed, and
come' it that you have not fecured become fuch heroes as thofe they

crowds of friends, that you have admired *.

Le t

- Plato does not fay, that a man who is Audious of his intereft and verfe 1 in

lucrative matters, cannot, by the Oils of poetry or other . means, obtain a great

Vol. X. . N foitune.
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Let us then agree that all poets,

to begin by Homer, do not repre-

sent Us in their pictures the model
of virtuous talents, and the quali-

ties of the foul, nor the other

objects of the underfhnding and
fenfes which they have not in

themfclves, but the images of ail

thefe objects drawn from foreign

objects, and that they do not
approach nearer to truth in this,

when they cflvr us the features of

a hero or a captain, than a painter

who, depicting a geometrician or

a workman, who does not confider

the art, which he is entirely unac-

quainted with, butonly the colours

and figure. Thus are names and
words illufiye to thofe, who, fen-

fible of rhyme and harmony, let

jhemfelves be charmed by the en-

chanting art of poetry, and yield-

ing to (eduction by the attraction

of pleaiure, infomuch that they

take the images of objects that are

unknown, both by tln;m and their

authors, for the objects themfelves,

and fearful of being difabufed of

an error which flatters them, either

by impofing upon their ignorance,

or by thofe agreeable fenfations

with, which this error is accccmpa-
nied.

In effect, divert the rnoft brilliant

of thefe pictures of the charms of

verfe, and the foreign ornaments

which embellifh them ; llrip them

of the colouring of poetry and

ftyle, and leave nothing but the

defign,and with difficulty you will

remember it, or if it can be recol-

lected, it will no longer pleafe,

xefembling thofe children rather

pretty than handfome, who embel-
lifhed with nothing but the flower

of youth, lofe with it all their

graces, without having loft any of
their features.

Not only the imitator or author

of reprefentation is unacquainted

with any thing but the appearance

of ^he thing imitated * but a real

knowledge of this thing does not

helong even to him who made it.

I fee in this picture thofe horfes

which drew Hector's car ; thefe

horfes have harnefles, bits and
reins; the filverfmith, the black-

fmith, the fadler produced thefe

different things, the painter has re-

prefented them; but neither the

workman who is acquainted with
them, nor the painter who deli-

neates them, knows what they

fhould be ; it is the equerry or '.heir

leader who determines their form
by their ufe ; it is he alone that

can judge whether they are good
or bad, and is able to correct their

faults. Thus, in every poffiblein-

ftrument, there are three practical

objects to be coniidered, namely
the ufe, the conftruction, and the

imitation. Thefe two latter arts

evidently depend upon the firfr,

and there is nothing imitable in

nature, to which the fame diftinc-

tions are not applicable.

If the uiinty, goodnefs, and
beauty of an rnftrurnent, an animal,
or an action, relate to the ufe that

may be deiived from it; if it

belong only to him who fets it in.

motion to give its model, and to

judge if this model be faithfully

executed ; the imitator is fo far

fortune. But there is a great difference between enriching onefelf and becoming
illuftrious by the trade ot a poet, and the enriching onclllf and being illuftrioiu

by the talents which the poet pretends to teach. Jt is true, that we might in-

ftance to Plato the example of Tirteus ; hut he acquitted himielf with diltincucn,

and wis rather coniidered as *n orator dian a poet.

from
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from being capable of pronounc-

ing upon the qualities of the

things that he imitates, that this

decihon dogs not even belong to

him who made them. The imi-

tator follows the workman whofe

work he copjes, the workman
follows the artift who knew ho»v to

apply the object which he ;:lone can

appreciate as well as its imitation.

This confirms, that the pictures of

poets and painters hold only the

third rank after the firit model, or

truth.

Bnt the poet who has no
other judges than an ignorant

people whom he endeavours

to pleafe, .how will he not disfi-

gure the objects he reprefents to

flatter them? He will imitate that

which appears fine to the multi-

tude, without being folicitous

whether it is fo in re.lity. If he
defpiles valour, will he have an

Achilles for his judge? If he
paints artifice, will he have an U-
lyfl'es to reprehend "him? Quite
the contrary: Achilles and Ulyi-

fes will be his perfonages : Ther-
fltes and Dolon his fpectators.

To this you will object, that

the philofopher is himfeif equally

ignorant of many of thofe ,:rts

upon which he fpsaks, and that

he frequently extends his ideas as

far as the poet doth his images. I

agree: but the philofopher doth
not pretend to be acquainted with
truth, he is only in tearch of it

:

he examines, he uifcufTes, he ex-

tends our views, he even in itrucTls

us whillt he deceives himfeif; he

propoles his doubts as doubts,

his conjectures as conjectures,

and affirm* nothing but what he

knows. The ph-.lofopher who
reaions, fubmit- his reafons to our
judgment; the poet, or imitator,

arrogates to himfeif the province

of a judge. In offering us his

images, he affirms that they are

conformable to truth ; he is, there-

fore, obliged to be acquainted

with it, if his art have any reali-

ty ; in depicting every thing, he
lays claim to a knowledge of
every thing. The poet is the
painter who difplays the image;
the philofopher is the architect

who draws the plan : the one dare

not even approach the object to

delineate it, the other meafures ic

before he chalks it.

Bur, that we may not be de-

ceived by analogical errors, let

us endeavour more diftinctly

to difcover with what part,

what faculty of our foui poetical

imitations have any affinity; and
let us previoufly confider whence
arifes the illufion of thofe of the

painter. The fame bodies feen at

various diftances do not appear of
the fame fize, nor their figures

equally fenfible, nor their colours

glowing with the fame vivacity.

When feen in water they change
their appearance : that which was
ftraight appears to be broken ; the

object feems to flow as with the

wave ; all the conformity of
parts is altered when feen through,

a fpherical or hollow glafs; with
the affi_itar.ee of light and inade, a
plain iurface is either rendered
convex cr concave at the wiil of
the painter; his pencil penetrates

as deep as- the chiflel of the fculp.

tor; and in thofe reliefs which.

he knows how to delineate upon
canvafs, the touch, deceived by
the fight, leaves us doubtful by
which we are to determine. AH
thefe errors are, doubtlcfs, in

the precipitate judgments of the

mind. It is the wcakuels of the

N * hu-
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human understanding, ever urged nnd truth. Thus the art of imi-
lo judge without knowledge, tation, vile in its nature, and
that lays us open to a]] thofc m>- from the faculty of the foul upon
gical deceptions, whereby optics wi.ich it «duates, muft necefiarily

and mechanics abufe our fenfes. lik.wife.be fo by its productions;
We conclude fohly by appear- at leafl with regard to the mate-
ance, from what we know, upon rial fenfe, which makes us judge
what we do not know; and our of a painter's piflures. Let us

erroneous conclnfions are the now confi'er the farre art di-

fource of infinite illufions. rec~Uy applied by the imitations of
What means are there ttfobvi- the poet to the internal fenfe, that

ate thefe errors? difquifnion and is, underllanding.
analyfis, fufpenfion of judgment, The fcene reprefents men aft-

the art of menfuration, weighing, ing voluntarily or by force, ef«

calculating, are the aids fumifhed teeming their actions good or
toman to verify the reports of the bad, according to the advantage
fenfes, that he may not judge of or evil they expect to derive from
what is great or little, fpherical them, and who are vnrioufly af-

or cubical, rare or compact, dif- fected thiough them, with pain or
tant or near, by what appears fo pleafuie. Now, for the reafons

to be, but by what numbers, which have been already afligned,

meafurc, and weight, afcertain to it is impoffible that the man thus
be fuch. Comparifon, judgment, reprefented fhould ever be con-
the affinity difcovered by thefe fiilent with himfelf; and as the

various operations, inconteflably appearance and reality of fenfi-

belong to the reafoning faculty, ble objects excite in him contrary
and this judgment is often contra- opinions, in the fame manner he
dictory, with what the appearance eftimates varioufly the objects of
of things would induce us to con- his attions, as they are diitant or

elude. We have already feen that near, conformable or oppofite to

the fame faculty of the foul can- his pafliors ; and his judgment,
not adduce contrary conclufions equally mutable as them, incef-

from the fame things, confidered fantly renders his defires, his rea-

io the fame light. Hence it fol- fon, his will, and all the power*
lows, that it is not the moft noble of his foul, in a flate of contra.
of our faculties, namely reafor., diction.

but a different and inferior faculty, The fcene then reprefents to

(which judges according to ap- us all men, and even thole who
pearance, and yields to the chirm are given to us as models, other-

of imitation. This is what I wife arTecled than they ought to

meant before to exprefs, by fay- be, to fupport themfelves in a (late

ing that painting, and in general of moderation that is agreeable to

the imitacive arts, exerted their them. Let a wife and courageom
influence very diflant from truth, man lofe his fon, his friend, hii

and by uniting with a part of miffrefs, in a word, the objeft
our foul, deilitute of prudence and the deleft to his heart; we fliall

reafon, and incapable of itfelf, of not fee him give way to excefliv©

having any knowledge of realities and extravagant grief ; and if hu-

2 nu»
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man frailty will not allow him to

f^rmount entirely his affliction, he
wiil at leail affwagc it by perfe-

verance; a jult fhame will make
him conceal part of his affliction ;

and being compelled to appear in

the world, he would blulh to o'o

anj fay in the prefence of man-
kind many things which he fays

and does alone. Unable to be in

himfelf what he defires, he en-

deavours at leafl to appear to o-

thers what he ought to be. The
caufes of his trouble and agitati-

on are grief and p^rflon ; what
curb and contain him, are reafon

and law; and in thefe oppofite

emotions, his will ever declares

for the latter.

In effect, reafon requires us to

fupport adverfity patiently, that

its weight ihould not be aggra-

vated by ufelefs complaints; chat

human things fhould not be

e(V.mated beyond their value

;

that we fhould not by fears ex-

haujl thofe powers, which mould
fc-ftea it ; and, in a word, that

we fhould fometimes ccnfider it is

impoffible for a man to forefee the

future, and to be furliciemly ac-

quainted with himfelf, to knew
whether what hsppns to him is a

good or an evil.

In this manner will a judicious

prudent man behave, when he
falls a prey to ill fortune. He will

even endeavour to turn his croffes

to account, as a cunning gameiter
endeavours to benefit by a bad
hand that is dealt to him ; and
without lamenting like a fallen

child who weeps upon the tionc

he fell againlt, he will know how
to apply a falutary lancet to his

wound, and by bleeding cure it.

We muft fay therefore that con-
Ihncy and perfjverance in dii-

i3i

grace, are the works of reafon ;

and that mourning, tears, defpair,

and groans, belong to a part of
the foul oppofite to the other

;

that this part is more debilitated,

daflardly, and greatly inferior in
dignity to the"other.

Now it is from this fenfibla

weak part that the affecting and
variegated imitations, which we
fee upon the ftage, are derived.

The refolute, prudent, and con-
fident man is not fo eafily imita-

ted ; and if he were, the imita-

tion being lefs variegated, it

would not be fo agreeable to the

vulgar: they would be but littla

interefted at an image, which did

not refemble their own, wherein
they could difcover neither their

manners nor paffions : the human
heart being never itruck with ob-
jects that are entirely foreign toir.

Wherefore the judicious poet, and
the painter who has discovered the

art of fucceeding, by endeavour-

ing to pleafe the people and the

vulgar part of mankind, takes

care not to offer th'm the fublime

image of a heart, which is" en-

tirely mailer of itfelf, which iiftens

only to the voice of wifdom ; but
he charms the Spectators by cha-
racters that are ever inconlillent,

who will and will not, who mak-;
the theatre echo with cries and
groans, who compel us to pity

them, even when they do their

duty, and think that virtue is a
fhocking thing, as it renders its

votaries fo miferable. By thefe

means, eafy and variegated imita-

tions enable the poet to move and
flatter fill 1 more the fpectators.

This cuflom of rendering thofe

perfons, whom we are made to

love, fubmit to their paffion-, al-

ters and changes in fuch a man-
N 3 »«r
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ner our judgment upon laudable

things, that we h. bhuate i urfelves

to honour a weaknefs of foul with

the name of fenfibility, and treat

th^fe as obdurate men devoid of

fentimen'r, in wh m rigid duty con-

itantly fucmounts natural aff cti-

ons. On the contrary, we treat

thcfe as i 11 -.able chara ei who
are lively fFecTed at ever) hing,

and are the perp-tu I play thin I

ev. :as : th i eej I k • wo-

men for the Jofs of what - as d> r

to them; took- who", through an

inordinate fiin^dfhip, are unjuit

to fi rve their friends ; thofe who
are ignorant of any othej rule but

|the blii'd difpofkion of their heart;

thole who are always praifing the

fex who conquer tucm, 2nd whom
they imitate j thofe who poiTefs no

other virtues than their paiTions,

nor any other merit than their

weaknefs. Thus equanimity,

flrength, conftancy, the love of

juftice, the empire of reafon, in-

fenfibly become deteRable qua-

lities, vices which are decried
;

men make themfelves honoured,

for what renders them worthy of

contempt ; and this fubverfion of

found judgment is the inevitable

confequence of thofe leffons which

are received at the theaire.

It is therefore with reafon that

we blame the imitations of the

poet, and place them in the fame

rank as thofe of the painter, as

well on account of their being e-

qually diflant from truth, as be-

caufe they both equally flatter the

fenfible part of the foul, and, ne-

glecting the rational, pervert ths

order of our faculties, and make
us keep the beft in fubordination

to the worft. He who, in a re-

public, fhould endeavour to make
the good fubmit to the wicked,

and the lawful chiefs to the rebels,

would be an enemy to his coun-
try and a traitor to the ftate

; yet

the imitative poet introduces dif-

fenfions and death into the re-

public of the foul
7
by raifing and

nourifhing the vile ft faculties at

the expi-nce of the nobleft ; by
exerting and exhaufting his pow-
er- ujon thofe things the leaft

worthy of engaging them, by con-
•ng in vague fimilitudes the

beautiful truth with the trappings

of fallehood which pleafes the

mul itude, and apparent grandeur
with that which i- real. Whocan
imagine themfelves poffefled of

fufheien' virtue to withftand the

poet's (kill, which is exerted ei-

ther to corrupt or difcourage

them ? When Homer or fome tra-

gic author cifplays to us a hero

overwhelmed with affli&ien, weep-
ing, lamenting, beating his

breaft ; an Achilies, for inftance,

the fon of a goddefs, at one time

ftretched upon the earth, aVid

heaping the burning fand upon his

head; at another<-wandering like

a madman upon the fhore, and
blending his dreadful outcries

with the roaring of the waves

;

or a Priam, venerable for his dig-

nity, for his great age, and his

illuilrious progeny, rolling in the

mire, clotting his white hairs

with dirt, the air echoing with

his imprecations, execrating alike

gods and men ; which among us

can remain unmoved, or not feel

a fecret pleafure in the defcripti-

on ? Is not the fentiment repre-

fented as it were kindled within

us? And do we not feripufly ap-

plaud the author's art, and con-

sider him as a great poet, for the

expreffion he gives to his pidurer,

and the affe&ions he communi-
cates
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cates to us? Nevertheless, when a one who can refufe his own mif-

domeftic real calamity happens to fortunes thofe tears, which he fo

us, we pride ourfelves upon bear- bountifully fhed for a ftranger ?

ing it with moderation, without As much may be faid of comedy,

fhedding tears : we confider the of the indecent laughter which,

courage which we extort from our- it forces from us, of the habit

felves as a manly virtue, and we which we imbibe of turning every

Ihould think ourfelves as pufilla- thing into ridicule, even the moil

nimous as women, to weep and ferious and graveft objects ; and
groan like thefe heroes who af- of the almolt unavoidable effect

fected us upon the ftage. Are whereby it changes into theatrical

not thefe very ufeful fpectacles, buffoons and jeilers the moil re-

whofe examples we admire, and fpectable citizens. Equally may
yet blufh to imitate; where we we cenfure the love, the rage,

intereft ourfelves for weaknefles, and all other paffions, which be-

from which we guard ourfelves coming daily more famjliar to us

with fo much difficulty in our own as amufement and paftime, de-

misfortunes ? The moft noble fa- prive us at length of all power of

culty of the foul, thus lofing its ref:!ting them when they really

ufe and empire, habituates itfelf to afla.il us. In fine, let us confider

fink beneath the law of paffions

no longer reprefles our tears and
moans; it gives us up to our
tendernefs for objects that are fo-

reign to us; and, under pre-

the ftage and its imitations in

whatever light we may, we con-

ftantly find that by animating and
exciting in us thofe difpofitions

which we fhould repreis, they

tence of chimerical calamities, fo make that govern which fhould

far from being fhocked at a vir- obey ; and fo far from making
tuous man giving way to excef- us better or happier, they render

five grief, fo far from fuppreffing us worfe and ftill more unhappy,
our applaufe at his abject beha- and make us purchafe at our own.

viour, we even applaud ourfelves expence, the attention we give to

for the pity with which he in.

fpires us: it is a pleafure we fancy

we have obtained without weak-
nefs, and which we tafte without
remorfe.

But in letting ourfelves be thus

be pleafed and flattered.

Wherefore, my friend Glaucus,
when you meet with enthufialtical

admirers of Homer ; when they

tell you that Homer is the infti-

tutor of Greece, and the mafter

conquered by the grief of others, of all arts ; that the government
how fhall we refift the impulfe of of ftates, civil difcipline, the e-

our own; and how fhall we more
courageoufly fupport our own
ills, than thofe of which we have
only a trifling reprefentation ?

What, fhall our own fenfibility a-
lone efcape us? Who is he that

ducation cf mankind, and all the

ceconomy of human iife, are

taught in his writings; honour
their zeal; love and fupport

them like men endowed with ex-

cellent qualities; admire with,

will not in adverfny adopt thofe them the marvellous flights of this

emotions, to which he fo readily great genius; grant them witU
yields for others ? Is there any pleafure that Homer is the moft;

N 4 W-
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excellent of all poets, the model
and chief of all tragic writers.

But let us dill remember that

hymns in honour of the Gods and
the elogiums of great men, are

the only kinds of poetry that

fhould be allowed in the republic
;

and that if we once ailow this

imitative mufe, who charms and
deceives us by the foftnefs of her

accents, the aftions of men will

no longer have for their object,

either law, or any of thofe things

that are eftimablc, but grief and
voluptuoufnefs 5 the excited paffi-

ons will prevail inftead of reafon
;

citizens will no longer remain

virtuous and juft men, ever in o-

bedience to duty and equity, but
fenfual weak men, who will con-

fjder good an_ evil through no
other medium than their own de-

fires. In word, always re-

member, that in bamming from
our ftate dramatic and theatrical

representations, we do not pur-

fue a barbarous prejudice ; but

that we give the preference to

thofe immortal beauties which
refult from the harmony of the

fonl, and the fymmetry of the fa-

culties.

Let us go Hill farther. To
guard againft all partiality, and
no way yield to that ancient dif-

cord which reigns between philo-

sophers and poets, let us take

nothing from poetry and imitati-

on that may be any wav pleaded

in their defence; nor from our-

felves thofe innocent pleafures

which they may afford us. Let
us fo far honour truth as to re-

fpect even its image, and leave

every one at liberty to be heard,

who propofes increafing his fame
by her. In impofing filence up-

•n the poets, let us allow their

friends the privilege of defending
them, and to fhew us if they can,

that the art which we condemn
as pernicious, is not only agreea-

ble but nfeful to the republic

and citizens. Let us liften to

their reafons with an impartial

ear, and heartily agree that we
ihall ourfelves be great gainers,

if they prove that we may, with-

out any ri£k, yield to fuch foft

impreffions; otherwife, my deal?

Glaucus, like a wife man flruck

with the charms of his miftrefs,

finding his virtue ready to defert

him, break though with regret

fo foft a chain, facrifice love to

duty and to reafon : thus freed

from our infancy of the feducing

attractions of poetry, and though
perhaps too fenfible of its beau-

ties, we will, however, furnifh

ourfelves with ftrength and rea-

fon againft its delufive influence:

if we dare yield in any degree to

that tafie which attracts us, we
muff at lead fear to give way to

her fir ft affedlion : we will there-

fore fay to c urfelves that there is

nothing ferious cr ufeful in dra-

matic pageantry, yet by liftening

fdmetimes to poetry, we fhall

fee u re our hearts againft its illu-

fions, as we will not fuffer it to

dilturb order or liberty, either in

the interior republic of the foul,

or in that of human fociety. The
alternative of becoming better or

worfe, is not a trivial confiderati-

on, for indeed it cannot be weigh-
ed with too much deliberation.

Oh! my friends, it is, I rnuft-

acknowledge, a delectable thing

to yield to the charms of that be-

witching talent which leads to

riches, honours, power, and glo-

ry, but power, glory, riches, and
even pleafures, are all eclipfed

and
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and vanijli like a ihadow, before

juftice and virtue.

*The attention of the public having

been greatly fxcited by the dij-

covery /aid to have been made by

the Dolphin and others of his ma-

jejlfs Jhips, of a nation in South

America, of a rnojl extraordinary

and gigantic fze ; and the go-

vernment not having yet thought

proper to admit an authentic pub-

lication of thefe difcoveries ; nve

imagine it may not be difngreeable

to cur readers, to lay before them

ivhat former travellers have re-

lated of thefe remarkable people.

THESE people are firft

mentioned in the account

of a voyage for new difcoveries,

undertaken by Magellan in the

year 1519- The words in Har-
ris's abridgment of this account

are thefe : " When they had
crofled the line, and the fouth

pole appeared above the hori-

zon, they held on their fouth

courfe and came upon the Main of

Biafil, about that part of it which
lies in twenty-two degrees. They
obferved it to be all one continued

traft of land, higher from the

cape St. Auguftine, which is in

this part of the country.. Having
made two degrees and an half more
fouth latitude, they fell in with a

country inhabited by a wild fort

of people : They were of a pro-

digious ftature, fierce and barba-
rous, made a horrible roaring

noife, more like bulls than hu-
man creatures ; and yet with all

that mighty bulk were fo nimble
and light of foot that none of the

Spaniards or Portuguefe could
overtake them."

By this account giants appear to

have been f-.und in lat. 24J fouth ;

but upon referring to the map, the

account appears to be erroneous,

for cape St. Auguftine, which is

faid to be latitude 22, appears to

be in latitude 10; fo that it is

doubtful whether the giants were
found in latitude 12!-, or z\\. If

they were difcovered after failing

two degrees and an half fouth from
St. Auguftine, they were found in

I*|, if after failing two degrees

and an half fouth, from that pare

of the Main of Brafil, which lies

in 22, they were found in 24 and
an half. Such is the accuracy of

Harris. The account, however,

goes on.
<f The next advance was to 49

degrees and an half fouth latitude

;

here they were (hut up by hard
weather, and forced to take up
their winter quarters for no iefs

than five months. They for a

long time believed the country to

be uninhabited, but at length a
favage of the neighbouring prrts-

came up to give them aviiit; he,;

was a brifk jolly fellow, merrily*'

difpofed, (ir.ging and dancing ail

the way he came; being got to

the haven, he iiood there, and
threw dull upon his head, upon
which fome people went alhore to

him, who alio throwing dull upon
their head, he came with them to

the (hip without fear or fufpicion*

The head of one of Magellan's,

middle-fized men reached but so

his waift, *nd he was proportion

ably big ; his body was formidably

painted all over, efpecially his

face. A (tag's horn was drawn
upon each cheek, and great red

circles round his eyes; his colours

were otherwife moftly yellow,

only his hair was white. For his

apparel,
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apparel, he had the fkiri of a bead

clumfily fewed together, but a

bead as ftrange as that was that

wore it ; every way unaccount-

able, neither mule, horfe, nor

camel, but fomething of every

one, the ears of the firir, the tail

of the fecond, and the fnape and

body of the laft; it was one en-

tire fuit, all of one piece from

head to foot } as his bread and

back were covered with it above,

fo his legs and feet were wrapped

up in it below. The arms that he

brought with him were a flout bow
and arrow: the firings of the

bow was a gut or iinew of the

beall whofe fein covered him, and

the arrows were tipped with fliarp

ftones.

Magellan, the admiral, made

him eat and drink, and he enjoyed

himfelf very comfortably till he

happened to peep into a looking-

glafs that was given him among
other triiies: This put him into a

fright from which he Could not eafi-

ly recover, fo that darting back

with violence, he threw two of the

men who dood by him to the

oround. This giant, however,

fared fo well, notwithdanding his

fright by the looking-glafs, that

the Spaniards had quickly the

company of more; one in par-

ticular made himfelf mighty fa-

miliar, and fliewed fo much plea-

iantry and good humour, that the

Europeans were greatly p'eafed

with his company.
Magellan was uefirous of mak-

ing fome of thefe gigantic people

prifoners, and with this view his

crew filled their hands with toys

and little things that pleafed them;

and in the mean time put iron

ftiackles upon their legs; at fird

they thought them fine play-things

as well as the red, and were pleaf-

ed with their gingling found ;

but, when they found themfelves

hampered and betrayed, they im-
plored the aid of fome fuperior

and invifible being, by the name
of Setebos ; upon this occafion

their drength appeared to be pro-

portionable to their bulk, for one

of them defeated the utmod ef-

forts of nine men, and though they

had him down, and tied his hands

tightly, yet he freed himfelf from
his bonds, and got loofe, in fpite

of all their enueavours to detain

him. Their appetite is alfo in

proportion to their drength ; the

admiral gave them the name of

Patagons, and took notice of the

following words ; bread, capar ;

water, oli\ black; amel ; red,

cbtiche\ red cloth, cberecai. They
tie up their hair, though it is fhort,

with a cotton lace. They have

no fixed habitations, but certain

moveable cottages, which they

carry from place to place as thei*

fancy leads them ; thefe cottages

are covered with the fame flurt thae

covers their bodies. A certain fweet

root, which they call by the name
they give to bread, capar, is a

considerable part of their food ;

what flefh they eat is devoured

raw.

They praflife phyfic but in

two articles, vomiting and phle-

botomy, and both in a very ex-

traordinary manner. To vomit

they thrud an arrow a foot and

half down the throat; and to

bleed, they give the part afFedted,

whether leg, arm, or face, a good

chop with fome fharp indru-

mens."
Such is the account of the Pata-

gon;,as given by Harris, wHofays

he has taken the ulmoft pains to

give
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give .it in the cleared manner pof-

fible, by comparing all the different

relations of the Portuguefe and

Spanilh writers; and it is to be

hoped, that no man can read the

account of the violence and per-

fidy pra&ifed againit thefe blame-

lefs, friendly, unfufpecting peo-

p'e, without indignation. Harris,

however, fuffcrs it to pafs without

animadvcrfion ; and probably de-

fcribed this attempt of Magellan

to b confidence of a rea-

fonabic: being, and to force him in-

to exile and raifery, with as much
phlegm as he would the fnaring a

tyger, or hooking a fifh.

Magellan himielf was afterwards

killed in an holiile attempt to ex-

tort tribute from a king of Mathan,
or Matahan, one of the Ladrone
Jflands, to which he had ju!t as

much right as the king of Ma-
than had to tribute from Spain.

The Patagons are next men-
tioned in an account of the voyage

of Sir Francis Drake ; but in

Harris's epitome their nature is

not particularly ascertained. The
paragraph relating to them being

only as follows:

" In failing fouth from the river

of Plate, in latitude 36 S. they

came to a good bay, in which
were feveral pretty illandsj the

admiral being on ihore in one of
thefe i (lands, the people came danc-

ing and leaping about him, and
weie very free to trade ; they were
a comely ftrong. bodied people, ve-

ry fwift of foot, and of a brifk live-

ly cor.lHtutioh ; their faces were
painted, and their apparel only a

covering of the (kins of beads,

with the fur on, about their waiils,

and fomething wreathed about
iheirheadsj they had bows an ell

Jong, but no more than two ar-

rows s-piece: They feemed not
altogether ignorant of martial dif-

cipline, as d by their me-
thod of ordering and ranging their

men, They were the nation which.

Magellan called Patagons."
The latitude of this iiland is not

particularly mentioned ; it muffc

have been abouv 46 or 47 There
is fome difference in the accounts
of their cloathing; Magellan fays
they were cloathed from head to

foot; Dralfle, that they were co-
vered only round the waift, and
upon the head; but this may ea-

fily be accounted for, becauie
Magellan wintered with them, and
Drake law them in fummer.

Thefe giants are next mentioned
in an account of a voyage round
the world, by Sir Thomas Caven-
dilh: Of which Harris's epitome
is as follows,

" Sailing from Cape Frio, in

the Brafils, they fell in upon the
co.df. of America, -in 47 d. 20 m.
north, (it fhould be fouth) latitude.

They proceeded to port Defire, ia
latitude 50. Heie the favages
wounded two of the company
with -their arrows, which are made
of cane, headed with flints. A
wild and rude fort of creatures

they were; and, as it feemed, of
a gigantic race, the meafure of
one of their feet being 18 inches
in length, which, reckoning by
the ufual proportion, will give
about 7 feet and an half for their

iiature." Harris fays, that this

agrees very exaclly with the ac-

count given of them by Magellan,
but in his epitome of Magellan's
account he fays that the head of
one of his middle-fized men reach-
ed but to the Patagonian's wailt;

which, fuppofing Magellan's man.

to be but 5 feet 6 inches high, will

make
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make the Patagonhn 9 at leaft.

He fays, indeed, that Magellan

gave them the name of Patngons,

becaufe their itature was five cu-

bits, or feven feet fix, but, iffo,

his own account is inconfiflentwitb,

jtfelf, neither has he told us in

what language Patagon expreffes

this ftature.

Oliver Noort, the firft Dutch-
man that attempted a voyage round

the~ world, performed his expedi.

lion between the years 1598 and

1601, and the account he gives

of the inhabitants of thefe parts,

as abridged by Harris, is to the

following effect

:

" He went up the river at Port

Defire, and going on fhore found

beafts like (lags and buffaloes, alfo

fome favages, who, he fays, were

tall portly men, painted, and armed
with Ihort bows and arrows, that

were headed with flone.

Thefe beads, like buffaloes, pro-

bably furnifhed the fkins that Ma-
gellan defcribed to have the ears of

an afs, the tail of a horfe, and the

fhape of a camel, for the buffalo

has a bunch upon his back.

Having afterwards entered the

S.reights, they faw fome men up-

on two iflands, near a cape which
as here called cape Naffau. There
is no cape maiked either in the

chart or map prefixed to Harris's

collection by that name, nor has

he told us to which of the capes

that are marked this name was
given by the Dutch. Thefe fa-

vages having n< w, by fad expe-

rience, been taught to regard every

European as an enemy, fhook their

weapons againft the Dutch, in

hopes to prevent their landing.

The Dutch, however, did land up-
on one of the iflands, and the poor

Indians retreating, they purfued
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them to the cave which contained
their wives and children, and kill-

ed every one of them, When
thefe ruffians rufhed in, the wo-
men covered their infants with
their own bodies, that they might
receive the firft flab; the Dutch
did not, indeed, murder thefe

forlorn and defencelefs wretches-

in cold blood, but having butch-
ered the fathers and hu/bands, they

took away fix of the children,

four boys and two girls, and car-

ried them on fhipboard. Jt is

impofTiblefor any man, whofe feel-

ings of humanity have not been
obtunded by felfifhnefs or fuperfli-

tion, to read the accounts of the

difcoveries and fettlements of the

people of Europe, in other parts

of the world, without regretting

their fuccefs, and wifhing that

they had all perifhed in the at-

tempt. In thefe expeditions they

have filled the earth with violence,

and, as far as their influence could
extend, diffufed wickednefs and
mifery, by every violation of the

laws of nature, that the moll

wanton cruelty and fordid avarice

could prompt, while they diflin-

guifhed themlelves from thofe

whom they deftroyed, and en-

flaved, by the name of chriftians,

and gloried in the refinements of
honour, which, looking down up-

on . mere moral obligation, pre-

tends to merit beyond the limits of
duty.

One of the boys thus brought
on board Van Noort's fleet, learnt

the Dutch language, and gave
intelligence to the following ef-

fect ; that the inhabitants of the

continent near the ifland from
which he had been taken, were
divided into different tribes; that

three of thefe tribes, which he

diftia*
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diflinguifhed by the namea of human Inhabitant ; they faw, how-
Kemenetes, Kenekin, and Ka- ever, feveral graves containing bo-
raicks, were of the common fize, dies of the ordinary fize, or ra-

but broader breafted and painted ther below it; and the favages

all over ; and that there was ano- they faw from time to time in ca-

ther tribe, which he called Ti- noes, appeared to be under fix

ximinen, who were of a gigantic feet high.

ftature, being 10 or 12 feet high, In the hiftory of the voyage of
and continually at war with the Cape. Cowley, an Englimman,
Other tribes. which was undertaken in 1683,
v
[his boy gave an account of we have an account of giants in-

the cloathing and appearance of deed, but in a country veiy diftant

the inhabitants of this country, from Patagonia. In lat. 13 deg.

xery different from thofe already

tranferibed ; for he faid the men
wore their hair long, that the wo-
men were fhaved, and that both

went naked except a cloak of Pen-
guin's {kins, which reached to their

waift."

Schald de Weert, another Dutch

30 min. north, and about 143
eaft longitude, lies the ifland of
Guam, it is one of the Ladrone
Iflands, and was then in the pof-
feilion of the Spaniards, who had
a governor and garrifon there.

The Indian inhabitants of thi»

ifland, Cowley fays, were all well

man, f?iled to the Srreights of Ma- made, aftive, vigorous, and fome
geilan in the year 1598, and in of them feven feet and an half

his account are the following par- high. Capt. Cowley took, as he
ticulars. He detached two floops fays, four of thefe infidels prifo-

to an ifland near the mouth of the ners, which to be fure, being him-
Streights, to catch fea-dogs. When felf a good chriftian, he had a
thefe floop3 came near the fhore, right to do; and it appeared by the

they perceived feven canoes, with fequel of the account, that he
favages on board, that were ten treated them as other good chrif-

or eleven feet high, of a reddifli tians had treated infidels, which
colour, and with long hair. They ftrength or cunning had put into

are farther defcribed as being na- their power. '* We brought them
ked, except one who had a fea- on board, fays he, tying their

dog's Ccin about his fhoulders ; and hands behind them, but they had
it is remarkable that de Weert was not been long there before thre«

on this coaft, in May, which is - of them leapt overboard into the
there a winter month. fea, fwimming away from the (hip

In the account given of the with their hands bound behind
;e of George Spilbergen, we them ; we fent a boat after them,

are told that on the coaft. of Terra and found that a ftrong man at the
del Fuego, which is to the lou'.h fi' it blow could not penetrate their

of Magellan's Streights, his p<o- fkins with a cutb.fs. One of them
pie faw a man of a gigantic fta- had received, in mv judgment,
ture, cli.nbing the hills to take a forty (hots in his body before he
view, of the fleet, but, though they died, and the lai't of the three that

went on (here, they faw no other was killed had fwam a good En-
gtiQk
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glifh mile, though his hands were

rot only tied b hind him, but his

arms pinioned."

Thus it appears that thefe three-

poor naked wretches were all mur-
dered in cold blood, becaufe they

endeavoured to efcape from thofe,

who, without provocation, had in-

jarioufly and cruelly feized them

by violence, in their native coun-

try, and were carrying them as

flaves into exile. Harris tells the

ftory, without the, lead intimation

that any thing had been, done to

thete infidels, which a good chriltiaQ

might not juftify.

In an account of Capt. George
Sheivnck's voyage, which was un-

dertaken io the year 1719, th^re

is, the following paragraph.—" M.
Frezier gives us an account that

the Indians inhabiting the conti-

nent to the fouth of this ifland

(the ifland of Chiloe, which lies

off the coalt of Chili, ahout lat.

42 S. and long, -ibcut 72 W. of

London) are called Chronos, that

they go quite naked, and that in

the inland part there is a race of

men of an extraordinary fize, call-

ed Cacabues, who being in amity

with the Chronos, have fometimes

come with them to the dwellings

of the Spaniards at Chiioe. He
adds, that he was credibly in-

formed by feveral who had been

eye-witneffes, that fome were a-

bout nine or ten fe»t high. Who
Frezier was, Mr. Hairis, though

he quotes him, does not tell 11?.

His ftory is certainly fabulous,

for the whole coalt of Chili, and

the ifland of Chiloe, ha\mg been

long in poffellion of the Spaniard?,

the exigence of a gigantic race in

thofe parts, if real, would have

been long out of doubt. Tine

lame objection lies agahitt the ac-

c unt given of the Indian natives

of Guam, by Cowley. The giants,

four of whom he fays he took pri-

foners, r.nd three of whom he
murdered, mult have been fami-
liar to the Spaniards, and confe-

quently, their exigence recorded

by Spaniih writers of credit, fo as

to make the facl: as well known
and believed as the exillence of
tiie iiland. itfelf. Of the other ac-

counts, our readers muft judge for

themfelves.

Catherine Vadi's Preface to the Tales

of William Vase. From the

French of M. de Voltaire.

I
Still lament the death of my
cjufin William Vade, who

died, as all the world knows,
fome years ago. He was attacked

by the fmall-pox: I nurled him,
and faid to him with tears, " Ah !

my coufin ; fee the confequence of
y>nir not being inoculated: Itcoft

your brother Anthony his liie,

who was, like ybu, one of the

lights of the age." '« What
would you have me fay r" re-

plied William ;
" I waited for

leave from the Sorbonne, and I

atn convinced that I muft die for

ig been too fcrupulous."
" The itate," anfwered 1, " will

have a dreadful lofs." "Ah!"
cried William, •' Alexander and
brother bertier are dead, Semi-
ramis and Tillon„ Sophocles and
Danchet are ouit and alh.es."—
'« Yes, my dear coufin, but their

great names will live for ever.

•jj not furvive in your

nobleft. part? Will you not allow

me to give tne public, for their

confbration, thole old-womens llo-

ries with which you amufed us

lait
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lafl year ? they were the delight buried ; and he made the follovv-

of our family ; and Jerom Carre, ing reply, which will ever be frefh

your firft coufin once removed, in my memory,
valued your works aimoft as much '« I am very fenfible, that,

as his own : they will without having never been exalted in this

doubt pleafe all the world, that is world to any of thofe dignities

to fay, about thirty readers who which produce grand fentiments,

have nothing to do." and which elevate a man above
William had no fuch ambitious himfelf, having been neither a

views : he anfwered me with a privy-counfellor, nor a fherifF, nor

modefty vtry becoming an author, a church-warden, I lhall be treated

but very uncommon, f Ah [ my after my death with very little

coufin, do you think, that, a- ceremony. I (hall be thrown into

mong the 90,000 pamphlets pub- the charnel houfe of St. Inno-
lifhed in Paris within thefe ten cent's, and nothing will be placed

years, my trifles can find a place, on my grave but a wooden crofs,

and that I can float upon the river which has already ferved for o-

of oblivion which every day fvval- thers ; but I have always had fuch

lows up fo many excellent writ- a tender regard for my country,

ings !" that I am very averfe to being bu-
" Though you mould live but ried in a church-yard. Certain it

fifteen days after your death," re- is, that, dying of the difeafe with
plied I, ** even that would be a which I am attacked, I {hall ftink

great deal ; there are few who en- horribly. This corruption of fo

joy that advantage. The fate of many corpfes that are buried at

mod men is to live unknown, and Paris, in or near the churches, ne-
thofe who have made the molt ceffarily afFedls the air, and as

noife are fometimes forgotten the young Ptolemy fays, much to the

day after their death ; you will be purpofe, when he was deliberating

diftinguiihed from the croud, and whether he mould grant Pompey
perhaps the very name of William an afylum,
Vade having the honour to be

printed in one or two journals, Their putrefying bodies taznt the air,

may be tranfmitted to the latell pof- And Wltb the llcvin& ™a2e PsrW™L
terity. Under what title would you war.

have me publifh your miffcella- This ridiculous and odious eufrom

nies ? " '* Coufin," faid he, " I of paving the churches with the

think the name of Trifles mod dead, occaiions in Paris, every

fuitable to them ; moll of the year, epidemical difeafes, and all

things that are done, faid, or the deceafed contribute, more or

printed, well deferve that title." lefs, to infect their country. The
I admired my coufin's modefty, Greeks and Romans* were much

and was extremely affected by it. wifer than we ; their burying-

Jerom Carre then entered the places were without the cities ;

chamber. William made his will, and even now there are many na-

by which he left me abfolute mif- tions in Europe where this falu-

trefs of his manufcripts. Jerom tary cuftom prevails. What plea-

and I afl&'d him where he would be fure would it afford a good citizen,

to
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to go and manure, for example, the

barren plains of Sablons, and to

contribute to the raifing of plenti-

ful harveib ! By this prudent tita-

blifhment generations will be mu-
tually ufeful to each other; towns

will be more healthy, and lands

more fruitful. Indeed 1 cannot

but fay, that there is a want of

police both for the living and the

dead."
William talked a long time on

the fubjecT:. He had great views

for the public good, and he difd

while he was fpeaking of it, which

is one evident mark of genius.

As foon as this was over, I re-

fo'ved to give him a magnificent

funeral, worthy of the great repu-

tation which he had acquired in the

world. I went to the moft cele-

brated bookfellers of Paris ; I pro-

pofed their purchafmg my coufin

William's polthumous works ; I

even added to them fome excellent

differtations of his brother Antho-

ny, and fome pieces of his firft

coufin once removed, jerom Carre.

I obtained three Louis d'ors in rea-

dy money, a fum which Wiiliam

had never poffeffed at one time in

all his life. I had funeral tickets

printed; I begged all the wirs of

Paris to honour with their prefence

the mafs which I ordered for the

repofe of William's foui ; not one

came. I could not attend at the

ceremony myfeJf, and fo William

was burieJ withoutanyor.e'a know-
ing it. In the fame manner he had

lived : for though he had enriched

the fair with many comic openif,

which were the admiration ot all

Paris, they erjoyed the fruits of

his genius, and neglected the au-

thor ; thus (as the divine Plato

fays) we fuck an orange and threw

away the peel, we gather the fruit*

of a tree, and afterwards cut it

down. J have always been fhock*
ed with this ingratitude.

Some time after William Vade's
death, we loll our good friend and
kinfman Jerom Cane, fo well

known in hi^ time by the comedy
of The Scotih-zvoma/:, which, he
laid, he translated for the advance-

ment of polite literature. I think
it my duty to acquaint the public

with the diflrefs to which Jerom
w s reduced at the latter part of
hU life; which thus hedifclofed in

my prefence to brother Girofiee,

his confefli-r.

"You know," faid he, " that at

my chriftening there were given mg
for patrons, Sr. Jerom, S". Tho-
mas, and St. Raymond de Penna-

fort, and th2t when I had the

happinefs to receive confirmation,

there were added to my three pa-

trons, St. Ignatius de Loyola, St.

Francis Xavier, St. Frauds de
Borgia, and Regir, all Jefuits,

fo that I ftyled myfelf Jerom-Tho-
snas- Raymond- J gnafi us -Xavier*

Francis-Regis Carre. I thought,

for a long time, that with fo many
patrons I could not be in want of

any thing upon earth. Ah ! bro-

ther Gircfiee, how have I been de-

ceived ! Patrons are like fervants,

the more we have, the worfe we
are Served. But attend, if you
pieafe, to my misfortunes. #

The reverend fathers the Jefuifb,

i.)k;, wee baniihed, becarvfe

their fciftitutiop is pernicious, con-

trary to the rights of kings, and

of human focietv, &c. Now Igna-

tius de Loyola having been author

of that inttitution, after caufing

himfelf to be whipped at the college

of St. Barbe, and X.-vier, Francis

Bergia, and Regis, having pracYif-

ed the fame difcipline, it is plain

they
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they are all equally blameable, and

thus here are four faints whom I

rhuft neceflarily devote to all the

devils.

This raifed in my mind fome
fcruples about St. Thomas and St.

Raymond de Pennafort. I read

their works, and I was aftonifhed

when I found in Thomas and in

Raymond, almoft the very fame

words as in Bufembaum. I got rid

as foon as poflible of thefe two pa-

trons, and burnt their books.

Thus was I reduced to the fingle

name of Jerom ; but this Jerom,
the only patron that I hid left,

has been of no more fervice to me
than the reft; is it becaufe Jerom
has no interelt in paradife ? I con-

fuhed on this fubje^t a man of great

learning ; he told me that Jerom
was the moft choleric of all men

;

that he ufed moft grofs and inju-

rious language to John, the holy

bifhop of Jerufalem, and to the

holy prieft Rufinus ; that he even
called the latter Hydra and Scor-

pion, and that he infulted him af-

ter he was dead : he fhevved me
the paffages. At length I found
myfelf obliged to renounce Jerom,
and to ftile myfelf nothing but
plain Carre, which is very difa-

greeable."

Thus Carre lodged his grief in

the bofom of brother Giroflee, who
made him this anfwer :

'* You fhall

rot want for faints, my dear child ;

take St. Francis d'Aflife," " No,"
fays Carre, • his wife of fnow
would fometimes incline me to

laugh, and this is a ferious affair."

* Well then, take St. Dominic."
" No, he was the founder of the
inquifnion."— «< Will you have Sr.

Bernard?"

—

** He perfecuted too
much poor Abelard, who had more
Vol. X.

wit than himfelf, and he intermed-

dled too much with bufinefs ; give

me a patron of fuch humility that

no one ever heard him fpeak ; that

is the faint for me."
Brother Giroflee laid before him

the impoffibiiity of being canoniz-

ed and unknown ; he gave a lift of

many other patrons, with whom
our friend was unacquainted, which
was juft the fame thing ; but at

each faint that he propofed, he de-

manded fomething for his con-

vent; for he knew that Carre had

money. Jerom Carre then told

him this ftory, which feems to me
very curious :

• There was formerly a king of

Spain who had promifed to beftow

considerable donations on all the

inhabitants near Burgos, who had
been ruined by the war. They
came to the gates of the palace ;

but the guards refufed them ad-

mittance, except on condition that

they mould allow the guards to go
halves. Good Cardero firft pre-

fented himfelf before the king ; he

fell on his knees, and faid, ' Great
Sir, I intreat your majefty to order

each of us a hundred lafhes with a
thong." " A droll requeft this,"

replied the king : " Why do you
make it?" " Becaufe," faid Car-
dero, " your guards would abfo-

lutely have half of what you fhould

give us." The king laughed very

heartily, and made Cardero a con-

fiderable prefent. This gave rife

to the proverb, It is better to have
to do with God than <uuith hisfaints*

With thefe fentiments my dear

Jerom Carre departed this life ; I

have therefore annexed fome of his

works to thofe of William : and I
flatter myfelf, that the Parifuns,

for whom Vade and Carre have al-

O ways



i 94 ANNUAL REGISTER, 1767.

ways laboured, will pardon this my
preface.

Cathtriut Vadt.

Curious extratlsfrom Mr. Roujfeau
1

s

letter on French mujtc.

Oh the language mojl proper for mu-

Jic, noiu firfl tranjlated.

JT is eafy to conceive that fome
languages are more proper for

mufic than others, and that there

may be fome languages totally im-
proper for any. Of the latter kind

would be a language compofed of

mixt founds, of mute, furd and
nafal fyllables, of few fonorous

vowels, and a great many confo-

nants and articulations ; and which
might want fome of thofe effential

conditions which I fhall fpeak of
under the article of meafure. For
the fake of curiofity, let us enquire

what would be the confequence
of applying mufic to fuch a lan-

guage.

In the firfl place, the want of
force in the found of the vowels
would oblige the compofer to .give

a good deal to the notes, and be-

caufe the language would be furd,

the mufic would be noify. In the

fecond place, the hardnefs and fre-

quency of the confonants would
oblige him to excludea great num-
ber of words, to proceed on others

enly by elementary tones, fo that

the mufic would be infipid and mo-
notonous. For the fame reafon, it

would be flow and tirefome, and
when the movement fhould be ever

fo little accelerated, its hafte would
refemble that ofan hard and angular

body rollingalongon the pavement.

As fuch a mufic would be defti-

tute of all agreeable melody, the

compofer would endeavour to fup-

ply its place, by factitious and un-
natural beauties; it would be

charged with frequent and regular

modulations ; but cold, gracelefs,

and inexpreflive. Recourfe would
be had to trills, Hops, fhakes, and
other falfe graces ; which would
ferveonly to render the fong more,

ridiculous, without rendering it

lefs infipid.

A mufic attended with fuch fu-

perfluous ornament will be always

faint and inexpreflive ; while its

images, deftitute of all force and
energy, defcribe but a few objects

in a great number of notes, exactly

like Gothic writing, the lines of

which are full of itrokes and cha-

racters, yet contain only two or

three words, and but a very fmall

quantity of meaning in a great

fpace of paper.

The impoflibility of inventing

agreeable fongs would obl'ge the

compofersto turn all their thoughts

to the fide of harmony ; and for

want of natural beauties to intro-

duce thofe of arbitrary fafhion,

which have no other merit than

lies in the delicacy of the execu-

tion. Thus inftead of compofing

good mufic, they would compofe

difficult mufic ; and to fupply the

w'ant offimple melody, would mul-

tiply their accompanyments. It

would coft them much lefs trou-

ble to lay a great many bad things

one upon another, than to invent

one good one.

In order to remove the ir.fipidi-

ty, they would increafe the confu-

fion ; they would imagine they

were makicg mufic when they were

only making a noife.

Another effect which would re-

fujt from this defect of melody, is,

that the muficians, having only a

falfe
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falfe idea of it, would invent a me-
lody of their own. Having nothing

of true mufic, they would find no

difficulty in multiplying its parts ;

becaufe they would give that name
to what was not fo ; even to the

thorough bafs ; to the unifon of

which they would make no fcruple

to recite the cvjnter-tenour, under

cover of a fort of accompanyment,

whofe pretended melody would
have no manner of relation to the

vocal part of the fong. Wherever
they faw notes they would find a

tune, although in effect their tune

would be nothing but a fucceffion

of notes. Voces, pratereaque nihil.

Let us proceed now to the meafure,

in the difpofition of which confifts

the greater part of the beauty and
expreflion of the fong.

Meafure is to melody nearly

what fyntax is to difcourfe: it is

that which connects the words, dif-

tinguifhes the phrafes, and gives

fenfe and confillency to the whole.

All mufic whofe meafure is not per-

ceived, if the fault lie in the perfon

who executes it, refembles writing

in cypher, which requires one to

have a key to explain it : but if

the mufic have no fenlible meafure
in itfelf, it is only a confufed col-

lection of words taken at hazard,

and written without connection,

in which the reader finds no fenfe,

becaufe the author gave them
none.

I have faid that every national

mufic takes its principal character

from- the language which is pecu-
liar to it : and I fhould have added,
that it is the profody of that lan-

guage which principally conflitutes

its character. As vocal mufic long
preceded the inftru mental, the lat-

ter hath always received from the

former both its tune and time :

now the different meafures of vocal

mufic could arife only from the

different methods of fcanning a dif-

courfe, and placing the long and
fliort fyll,<bles with regard to each
other. This is very evident in the

Greek mufic, whofe meafures were
only fo many formula of the ryth-

mi, furnifhed by the arrangements

of long or fhort fyllables, and of
thofe feet of which the language
and its poetry were fufceptible.

So that, although one may very

well diftinguifh in the mufical ryth-

mus, the meafure of the profody,

the meafure of the verfe, and the

meafure of the tune, it cannot be

doubted that the moft agreeable

mufic, or at lead that of the molt

complete cadence, would be thac

in which the three meafures fhould

concur as perfectly as poflible.

After thefe ecclaircifiements, I

return to my hypothefis, and fup-

pofe that the language, I have been,

fpeaking of, fhould have a defec-

tive profody, indiflinct, inexact,

and without precifion ; that its long

and fhort fyllables fhould have no
fimple relations with regard to

time or number, fo as to render its

rythmus agreeable, exact, and re-

gular ; that its long fyllables fhould

be fome fhorter, and others longer

than others ; that its fhort ones

fhould in like manner be more or

lefs fhort ; that it fhould have ma-
ny neither fhort nor long ; and that

the differences between the one and
the other fhould be indeterminate

and almoft incommenfurable. Itis

clear that the national mufic, be-

ing obliged to receive into its mea-
fure the irregularities of the profo-

dy, would have fuch meafure of
courfe vague, unequal, and hard-

ly perceptible ; that its recitative

would in particular partake of this

O 2 irre-
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irregularity ; that it would be very

difficult to make the force of the

rotes and fyllables agree ; that the

meafure would be obliged to be

perpetually changed, and that the

verfes never could be fet to an ex-

act and flowing meafure; that even

in the meafured airs, the move-
ments would be all unnatural and

void of precifion ; that if to this

defect be added ever fo little delay

in time, the very idea of its ine-

quality would be entirely loft both

in the finger and the auditor ; and

that, in fine, the meafure not be-

ing perceived, nor its returnsequal,

it could be fubjedt only to the ca-

price of the mufician, who might

hurry or retard it as he pleafed : fo

that it would be impoflible to keep

up a cencert without fomebody to

mark the time to all, according to

the fancy or convenience of fome

leader.

Hence it is that fingers contract

fuch an habit of altering the time,

that they frequen tly do it defigned-

ly even in thofe pieces, where the

compofer has happily rendered it

perceptible. To mark the time

would be thought a fault in com-
pofition, and to follow it would be

another in the tafle of finging ;

thus defects would pafs for beau-

ties, and beauties for defects: er-

rors would be eflablifhed as rules;

and to c«mpofe mufic to the tafte

of the nation, it would be neceffary

to apply carefully to thofe things

which would difpleafe every other

people in the world.

Thus, whatever art might be

ufed to hide the defects of fuch

rmfic, it would be impoflible it

(hould be pleafing to any other

ears than thofe of the natives of

the country where it fhould be in

rogue. By dint of fufferir.g con-

ftant reproaches againft their bad
tafle, and by hearing real mufic in

a language more favourable to it,

they would at length endeavour to

make their own refemble it : in

doing which, however, they would
only deprive it of its real character,

and the little accordance it might
have with the language for which
it was conflructed. If they fhould

thus endeavour to unnaturalize

their finging, they would render it

harfh, rough, and almolt unutter-

able : if they contented themfelves

with ornamenting it with any other

than fuch accompanyments as were

peculiarlyadapted to it, they would
only betray its infipidity by an in-

evitable contrail : they would de-

prive their mufic of the only beau-

ty it was fufceptible of, in taking

from all its parts that uniformity

of character by which it was con-

flituted ; and, by accultoming their

ears to difdain the finging only to

lillen to the fymphony, they would
in time reduce the voices only to

a mere accompanyment of the ac-

companyments.
Thus we fee by what means the

mufic of fuch a nation would be

divided into vocal and inftrumen-

tal ; and thus we fee how by giving

fuch different characters to the two
fpecies of it, they make a mon-
ftrous compound of them when
united.

The fymphony would keep time;

and the finging would fuffer nore-

flraint ; fo that the fingers and the

fymphonifts in the orcheflra would
be perpetually at variance, and
putting one another out. This
uncertainty, and the mixture of
the two characters, would intro-

duce in the manner of accompany-
ment, fuch a tamenefs and infipi-

dity that the fymphonifts would
get
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get fuch a habit, that they would
rot be able even to execute the bed
mufic with fpirit and energy. In

playing that like their owi, they

wouid totally enervate it ; they

would play the foft ftmng and the

ftrong foft, nor would they know
one of the varieties of thefe two
terms. As to the others rinfnrzando,

dolce *, rifoluto, con gujlo, fpiritofo>

fofienuto, con brio, they would have
no words for them in their lan-

guage, and that of expreffion would
be totally void of meaning. They
would fubltitute a number of tri-

fling, cold, and flovenlv ornaments,
in the place of the mafterly ftroke

ofthebow: and however numerous
their orcheftra, it would have no
effect, or none but what was very

difagreeable. As the execution

would be always fluggifti, and the

fvmphomfts are ever more folici-

tous to play finely, than to play in

time, they would be hardly ever

together ; they would never be able

to give an exact and juft note, nor
to execute any thing in that cha-

racter. Foreigners would be almoft

all of them aftonilhed to find an
orcheftra, boafted of as the firft in

Europe, hardly worthy to play at

a booth in a fairf. It would be
naturally expected that fuch mufi-
cians ihould get an averiion to that

mufic which thus difgraced their

own; and that adding ill will to

bad tafte, they would put in exe-

cution the defign of decrying it,

with as ill fuccefsas it was abfurd-

ly premeditated.

On a contrary fuppofition to the

foregoing, I might eafily deduce
all the qualities of a real mi/fic,

formed to move, to imitate, to

pleafe, and to convey to the heart
the moil delicate impreilions of
harmony : but as this would lead

me too far from my prefent fubject,

and particularly from our generally

received notions of things, I (hall

confine myfelf to a few obfervations

on the Italian mfcfic; which may
enable us to form a better judg-
ment of our own.

If it beafkeJ what language will

admit of the b*lt grammar, I an-
fwer that of the people who reafun.

beft; and if it be a\ked what nation,

fhould have the belt mufic, I ihould
anfwer that whole language is belt

adapted to mufic. This is what I

have already eftablifhed, and fhall

have farther occafion to confirm it

during the courfe of this letter.

Now, if there be in Europe a lan»

guage adapted to mufic, it is cer-

tainly the Italian ; for that lan-
guage is fofc, fonorous, harmoni-
ous, and more accented than any
other; which four qualities are
precifelv thofe which are moit pro-
per for finging.

The Italians' pretend, that our
[the French] melody is flat and
void of tune; all other nations alfo

unanimoufly confirm their judg-
ment in this particular J. On our

part,

• There are not perhaps four French fymphonifts in Paris who know the dif-

ference between piano and dolce ; and indeed it would be unneceflary for them
l'o to do ; for which of them would be capable of executing it ?

f Not that there are not fome very good violin players in the orcheftra at the
opera : on the contrary, they are almoft all fuch, taken feparately, and when
they do not pretend to play in concert.

X There was a time, fays my lord Shaftefbury, when the cuftom of fpeaking

French had brought French mufic alfo into fafhion among us [the Englifli]. But

3 the
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part, we accufe theirs of being ca-
pricious and barbarous*. I had
much rather believe that one or
the other were mi (taken, than be
reduced to the necefiity of faying,
that, in a country where arts and
fciences in genera] are arrived to an
high degree of perfection, that of
mufic is as yet unknown.

Thejeall partial among us f
contented themfelvcs vvith faying,
that, both the Italian and French
mufic were good, in their kind,
and in their owa language: but,

befides that orhvr nations did not
fubfcribe to this ccmparifon, it fiill

remained to determine which of
the two languages was the beft a-

dapted to mulic in ftfelf. This is a

queition which was much agitated

in France, but will never be fo

elfewhere ; a queition which can
only be decided by an ear that is

perfectly neut-r, and which, of
courfe, becomes dpi!) more diffi-

cultof folution in the only country
where the object of it can be pro-

blematical. I h-ive made fome ex-

periments on 1 his fubjed, which
every one may rep at after me, and
which appear to ferve as a folution

of it, at leatt, with regard to me-
)' dy ; to which alone the whole
difpute is in a manner reducible.

I took fome of the moft celebra-

ted airs in both kindt of mufic ;

and diverting the one of its trills

and perpetual cadences; the other

of the under note*, which the com-
pofitordoes not take the trouble to

write, but leaves to the judgment of

the finger J. I folfa'd them exactly

by note, without any ornament,

and without adding anything to the

fenfe or connection of the ; hrafe.

I will not tell you the effect which
the refult of this companion hac on
my own mind, becauie 1 ought to

exhibit my realons, and not to

impofe my authority. 1 will only

give you an account of the method
I took to determine, fo that, if

you think it a good one, you may
take the fame 'o convince your-

felf. I mult caution you, however,

that this experiment requires more
precautions than may at firft ap-
pear neceffary.

The firft and moft difficult of all,

is to be impartial and equitable in

your choice and judgment. The
ifecond is, that in order to rm«ke

the Italian exhibiting fomething more agreeable to nature, prefently difgufted

us with the other, and made us perceive it to be as heavy, flat, and inlipid, as

it is in f ct.

* It leems thefe reproaches are much left violent fince the Italian mufic hath

been h.;ard among us. Thus it is that this admirable mtiiic need only (hew

itfelf what it is to juftify itfelf againft every thing that is advanced againft it.

J- Many perfons condemn the total exclnfiori which the cormoifieurs in mufic

give, without hefitation, to the French mufic. Thefe conciliating mod rators

would have no e^ chili ve taite
;

juft as if the love of what is good mult neceffarily

work fome regard for what is had.

J Thi method was very much in favour of the French mufic ; for the tinder

notes in the Italian are no lets eflential to the melody, than thofe which are

written down. The point is lefs what is written, than what ought to be lung:

and indeed this manner of writing notes ought to pais for a kino of abbreviation,

Whereas the cadences and trills in the French mufic are requifite, if you will, to

the talk, but are by no means eflential to the melody : they are a kind of paint,

which ferves to hide its deformity, without removing it, and which ferves only

to render it the more ridiculous to the ears of good judges,

this
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this experiment, it is necefTary for

you to be equally acquainted with
both ftiles ; otherwife that which
fhould happen to be molt familiar,

would perpetually prefent itfelf to

the mind, to the prejudice of the

other. Nor is this fecond condition

lefs difficult than the firit: for a-

mong thofe who are acquainted

with both kinds of mufic. there is

no heiitation of choice; and it is

eafy to perceive by the ridiculous

arguments of thofe who write a-

gainft the Italian mufic, how little

knowledge they have of that, or

indeed the art in general.

Add to this, that it is very eflVn-

tial to proceed in exact time; but

I foref e that this caution, though
fuperfluous in any other country,

would be ufeful in this, and that

this omiffion alone neceffarily car-

ries with it an incompetency of
judgment.

Taking all thefe precautions,

the character of each kind of mufic

cannot fail of declaring itfelf;

when it would be difficult not to

clothe the paffages with thofe ideas

which agree with them; and in-

deed not to add, at leaft mentally,

thofe turns and ornaments, which
may be refufed them in Tinging.

We fhould not reft the matter, alfo,

upon a fingle experiment ; for one
air may pleafe more than another,

without determining the preference

of the kind of mufic; nor is it

without a great number of trials

that a reafonable judgment is to be

formed. Befides, in taking away
the words, we take away the molt

important part of the melody,

which is expreffion ; fo that all that

can be determined, is, whether the

modulation be good, and the tune

natural and beautiful. All this

fhews how difficult it is to take

fufficient precautions againft pre-

poffeffions, and how far reafon is

necefTary to qualify us to judge
properly in matters of taite.

I made another trial, which re-

quires lefs precaution, and will yet

appear probably more decifive. t

gave to Tome Italian muficians the

fineft airs of Lulli, and to fome
French ones the felect airs of Leo
and Pergolefe, and I remarked,
that thongh the latter were very

far from entering into the true tafte

of thefe pieces, they were feniible

neverthelefs of their melody, and
madeout of them, in their manner,
agreeable and tuneful paffages. But
the Italians folfa'd our molt pa-

thetic airs, without discovering

either paffage or tune : they found

no mufic at all in them, but faw
only a fucceffion of notes placed

without choice or defign ; they

fung them indeed exactly as you
would read Arabic words written

in French characters*.

My third experiment was this:

I had an opportunity of feeing at

Venice, an Armenian, a man of

underftanding, who had never be-

fore heard any mufic ; and to whom
were exhibited in the fame concert,

a French piece, which began with

thefe words,

Temple facre, fejour tranquille:

* Our muficians pretend to deduce a great advantage from this difference.

We can execute the Italian mufic, fay they, with their ufual vanity, and the

Italians cannot execute ours; therefore our muiic is better than theirs. They
do not fee that they ought to deduce a confequence diFe&ly contrary j and lay,

Therefore the Italians have a melody and we have none.

O 4. and
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and an air of Galuppi's, which be- I mull confefs that fo many fuels

gins thus

;

made me doubt of the exiftonce of

French melody ; and raifed a fuf-

Voi che languite fenza fperanza. pirion that it was only a kind of

m dulated full chorus, that had
Both the one and the other were nothing in it agreeable of ufeif

;

fung, very indifferently for a ple.iiing only by the help of certain

Frenchman, and badly for an Ita- adventitious and arbitrary ona-
lian, by a man accuftomed folely to ments, and to fucn only aa were
French mulic, and at that time an prepofTefled in its favour. For we
enthuiiait for Rameat 1

. I obferved find that our mufici^ hardly fuppor-

that my Armenian, during the table even to our oun ears, when
French fong, exprefled much more it is executed by indifferent voice^
furprife than pleafure: but every who cannot make the moil of it.

body took notice that his counte- It requires a Fel and a Jeliotte to

nance and eyes brightened up, and fing French inuiic : but every voice

that he was inftantly afrVfted with is good for the Italian; becaufe the

the very firft notes of the Italian, beauties of the latter are in the

Heappeared indeed enchanted, and mufic itfelf, whereas thole of the

gave himfelf up entirely to the im- French, if it has any, depend all

preflions of the mulic; the fimple on the abilities of the finger *.

founds, for he understood hardly There are three things which to

any thing of the language, giving me appear to concur in, the perfec-

lim an evident delight. From that tion of Italian melody. The firfl

time he would nev^r lilien to a is the fweetnefs of the language;
French air.

But without going abroad for ex-

amples, have we not many perfons

among ourfelves, who being ac-

quainted only with our own operas,

jeally conceived they had no man-
ner of talte for finging, and were
undeceived only by the Italian in-

which, making all its inflections,

eafy, leaves the genius of the mu-
fician at liberty to make a more
exquifue choice, to give a greater

vanety to his combinations; and
aflign to every actor a particular

turn, fo that each may have his

own peculiar manner to diftinguilh

terludes. They imagined they did him from the relf.

not love mufic, for the very reafon The fecond is the boldnefsof the

that proved they liked only that modulations, which, although lefs

which was really fuch. fervilely prepared than ours, are

* It is an error to imagine that the Italian fingers have, in genera], lefs voice

than the French : on the contrary, it is necelTai y that they fhould have Itronger

. lungs, and be more harmonious, to make themlclves heard throughout the ipaci-

pus theatres of Italy, without flopping to manage the voice, as the Italian mu-
fic requiies. The French fong requires the utmoft effect of the lungs, and the

whole extent of the voice. Stronger, louder, cry our fmging-maltcrs, lend

forth the founds, open the mouth, give out all your voice. On the other hand,
the Itnlian matters fay, fofter, force nothing, fing eafy; let your notes be loft

and flowinj ; refeive the loud exertions for thofe rare occalions when it is ne-

ceiTary to ttrike and amaze. Now, it appears to me, that if people mult make
themfelves heard, thofe bare the ftrongelt voice, who can do it without beir

4g
Vijder the neceffity of fcreaming.

rendered
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rendered more agreeable in being

rendered more fenfible, and with-

out giving any harlhnefs to the

fon^, add a lively e^er/y to the

exprefion. It is by means of this

the mufician, pjfling fuddenly from
one key or mode to another, and
fopprefiing, when neceffary, the in-

termediate iind pedantic tranfi tions,

is capable of exprefling thofe re-

ferves, interruptions, and paren-

theies, which are the language
of the impetuous pdflions; and
whicn the glowing Metattafio,

Porpora, Galuppi, Cocchi, Ju-
meila, Perez, and Terra-Deglia
have fo nftrn and fo fucceisfally

employed; while our lyric poets

kncvvjultas little of them as our
muficians.

The third advantage, and that

which gives to melody its greatift

eft'eft, is t:.e extreme exactnefs of
time which is obfervable in the

graved as well a» the livelieft move,
rnents: an exactnefs which renders

fhe fmging animated and intereit-

jng, the accompanyments lively

and flowing, which really multi-

plies the tunes, by making in one
combination of iounds as many
different melcdies as there are me-
thods of fcanning them : an exact-

nefs which cenveys every fentiment

to the heart, and every image to

the understanding ; which furnifhes

the mufician with the means of

giving to words all imaginable

characters, many of which we have
no idea of, and which renders the

movements proper to exprefs all

thofe characters, or a Angle move-
ment proper to con trail: and change
the character at the pleafuxe of the

eompofer.

The hijiory of Nottfenfe.

TH E R- E is no race of people

that has been more conlpi-

cuous, in almolt every relation of
life, than the illultnous family of
Nonle le. in every age of the

world they have fhone forth with.

uncommon luitre, and have made
a wonderful prgreis in all the arts

and fdences. They have, at dif-

ferent fealons, delivered fpeeches

from the throne, harangued at the

bar, debated in parliament, and
gone amazing lengths in philofo-

phical enquiries and metaphyfical
diiquiutions.

In a word, the whole hiftory of
the world, moral and political, ie

but a Cyclopaedia of Nonfenfe. For
which reafon, confn'ering the dig-
nity and importance of the family,
and the infinite fervice it has been
of to me and m u ny of my contem-
poraries, I have refohed to oblige
the public with a kind of abftraft

of the hittory of Nonl v.k,

Nonfenle was the daughter of
ignorance, begot on faifnood, many
years ago, in a dark cavern in
Boetia. As fhe grew up, (he in-
herited all the qualities of hrr pa-
rents; /he difcovered too warm a
genius to rtqune being fent to
fchool ; but, while other dull brat*
were poring over an hern-book,
fhe amufed herfelf with fpreading
fantaltical lies, taught her bv her
mamma, and which have, in latter

ages, been familiarly known to us
under the names of iham, banter,
and humbug.
When fhe grew up, (he received

the addrefles, and foon became the
wife, ofimpudence. Who he wa?,
or of what profefiion, is uncertain :

fome fay he was the fon of igno-
rance by another venter, and was

fuffered
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fuffered to become the hufband of

nonfenfe in thofe dark ages of the

world, as the Ptolemies of Egypt
married their own fitters. Some
record, that he was in the army;
other?, that he was an interpreter

of the laws; and others, a divine.

However this was, nonfenfe and
impudence were foon infeparably

united to each other, and became
the founders of a more noble and

numerous family than any yet pre-

served on any tree of defcent what-

soever ; of which ingenious device

they were faid to have been the firft

inventors.

It is my chief intent, at prefent,

to record the great exploits of that

branch of the family, who have

made themfelves remarkable in

England, though they began to

Signalize themfelves very early, and
are ftill very flourifhing in moft

parts of the world. Many of them
were Egyptian priefts fourthoufand

years ago, and told the people,

that it was religion to worfhip

dogs, monkeys, and green leeks;

and their defcendants prevailed on

the Greeks and Romans to build

temples in honour of fuppofed

deities, who were, in their own
eftimation of them, whores and

whore-mongers, pickpockets and

drunkards.

Others rofe up fome ages after in

Turkey, and perfuaded the people

to embrace the doctrine of blpod-

ihed and the fword, in the name of

the moft merciful God. And others

have manifefted their lineal defcent

from nonfenfe and impudence, by

affirming that there is no God at

all. There were alfo among them
many ihrewd philofophers: fome

of whom, though they were racked

with a fit of the Hone, or laid up

with a gouty toe, declared that

they felt not the lead degree of
pain: and others would not truft

their own eyes ; but, when thev
faw an horfe or a dog, could not
tell whether it was not a chair or

a table, and even made a doubt of
their own exigence.

We have no certain account of
the progrefs of nonfenfe here in

England, till after the reformation.

All we hear of her and her progeny
before that period of time is, that

they led a lazy life among the monks
in cloyfters and convents, dreaming
over old legends of faints, drawing
up breviaries and mafs-books, and
ftringing together fome barbarous
Latin verfes in rhime.

In the days of queen Elizabeth,

fo little encouragement was given
to her family, that it feemed to

have been almoft extinct; but, in

the fucceeding reign, it flourifhed

again, and filled the moft confider-

able offices in the nation.

Nonfenfe became a great favour-

ite at court, where fhe was highly

carefTed on account of her wit,

which confilted in puns and quib-

bles; and the bonnv monarch him-
felf was thought to take a more
than ordinary delight in her cdn-

verfation. At this time many of
her progeny took orders, and got
themfelves preferred to the beft

livings, by turning the evangelifts

into punlters, and making St. Paul

quibble from the pulpit. Among
the reft there was a bilhop, a fa-

vourite fon of nonfenfe, of whom
it is particularly recorded, that he

ufed to tickle his courtly audience,

by telling them that matrimony
>v3s become a matter of money,
with many other right reverend jefts

recorded by Joe Miller.

Several brothers of this family

were likewife bred to the bar, and

very
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very gravely harangued again ft old

women fucked by devils in the fhape

of ram-cats, &c.

A? an inftance of their profound

wifdom and fagacity, I need only

mention that juft and truly pious

act of parliament made againft the

crying fin of witchcraft, 1 Jjc I.

chap. 12. " Su:h as (hall ufe in-

vocation or conjuration of any evil

fpirit, or (hall confult, covenant

with, entertain, employ, fee, or

reward, any evil fpirit, to any in-

tent, or take up any dead perfon,

or part thereof, to be ufed in witch-

craft, or have ufed any of the laid

arts, whereby any perfon fliall be

killed, cbnfumed, or lamed in his

or her body, they, together with

their acceiTories before the fact, (hall

fuffer as felons, without benefit of

clergy."

In 'he troublefome times of king
Charles the Firft, nonfenfe and her

family fided with the parliament.

Thefe fet up new fedls in religion :

fome of them cropped their hair

fhort, and called themfelves the

enlightened ; fome fell into trances,

and pretended to fee holv vifiO"s ;

while others got into tubs, and
held forth, with many whinings
and groans, and fnuffling through
the nofe.

In the merrv daysof king Charles

the Second, nonfenfeafTumed a more
gay and libertine air ; and her pro-

geny, from fanatics, became down-
right infidels. Several cour iers of

the family wrote lewd plays, as well

as lufcious love-fongs, and O'her

loofe verfes, which were collected

together, and greedily bought up
in mifcellanies.

In the fucceeding reign, fome of
the kindred, who had received their

education at S r
-. Omers, thought

themfelves on the point of eftabhlh-

ing nonfenfe in church and ftate,

a d were preparing to make bon-
fires on the occasion in Smithfield,

when they were obliged to leave

the kindom.
Since the revolution, the field of

politics has afforded large fcope for

nonfenle and her family to make
themfelves remarkable. Hence a.

rofe the various fefts in party, di-

ftinguiihed by the name of whig
and tory, minilterial and Jacobite,
Sunderlandians, Oxfbrdians, Go-
dolphinians, B-<ihgbrokian-, Wal-
polians, Pelhamians, &c, &c. &c.
names which have kindled as hot a
war in pamplets and journals, as

the Guelphs and Gibilines in Italy,

or the Big and Little Endians in the

kingdom of Lilliput.

I have here endeavoured to give

a fhort abridgment of the hiftory

of nonfenie ; though a very fmail

part of the exploits of the family

can be included in fo compendious
a chronicle. Some of them were
very deep fcholars, and filled the

profeflbrs chairs at trie univerfities.

They compofed many elaborate dif-

fer'ations, to convince the world,
that two and two make four ; and
uncovered, by dint of fyllogifaig

that white is not bl-ick. Their in-

quiries in natural philoi.iphy were
no lefs extraordinary : many fpent

their lives and their fortunes in at-

tempting to difcover a wonderful
ftone, that fhould turn every bafer

metal into gold ; and others em-
ployed themfelves in making arti-

ficial wings, by the help of which
they fho Id fly up into the world
of the m on. Another br >nch of
the family took to the Belles Let-
res, and were the original found-

ers of the learned fociety of Grub-
ftreet.

Never was any aera, in the annals

x of
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of nonfenfe, more illuftrious than

the prefent ; nor did that noble fa-

mily more fignally diftinguifh itfelf

in every occupation.

in oratory, who are greater pro-

ficients than the progeny of non-

fenfe ? Witnefs many long and
eloquent fpeeches delivered in Sr.

Stephen's chapel, in Weftminfter-

hall, theaflizes, andquarter-feffions,

at Clare-market, and the Robin-
Hood.

In philofophy, what marvellous

things have not been proved by
nonfenfe ? the fome.time-profefibr

of aftrcnomv at Grelham college

fhewed Sir Ifaac Newton to be a

mere afs, and wire-drawed the

books of Mofes into a complete

fyftem of natural philofophy : life-

guard-men have, with the utmoft

certainty of nonfenfe, foretold

earthquakes ; and others have pen-

ned curious efTays on air-quakes,

water-quakes, and comets.

In politics, how fuccefsfully have

the funs of nonfenfe bandied about

the terms of court and country?

how wifely have they debated up-

on taxes ? and with what amazing
penetration did they but lately fore-

fee an invafion ?

In religion, their domain is par-

ticularly extenfive : for, though

nonfenfe is excluded, at leaft from

the firft part of the fervice, in all

regular churches, yet fhe often oc-

cupies the whole ceremony at the

tabernacle and foundeiy in Moor-
fields, and the chapel at Long-
acre. But for the credit of fo

polite an age, be it known, that

the children of nonfen e, who are

many of them people of fafhion,

are as often feen at the play-houfe

as at church : and it is fomething

flrange, that the family of nonfenfe

is now divided againft itfelf, and

in high contcfl about the manage-
ment of their favourite amufement
—the opera.

The writer of the following letters

was in England fome years ago :

tbough a Jiranger and friendiefs,

he was patronized and protected

by the generous nobleman to whom
/ is firjl letter is oiretced ; his no-

ble patron recommended him to the

late Duke of Cumberland, who
fent him to the royal academy at

Woolwich, inhere he continued a
confiderable time, and was re-

markable for the diligent attention

he paid to his military Jludics.

He afterwards Jewed a* a (volun-

teer in our army in Germany ; be-

haved with great fpirit, and was
much ejieemed, as well by the

Hanoverian and Hefjian as by the

Englijh generals ; from thence he

went by land, making Rujfia his

way to Georgia, with an intention

to make his military acquijitions

ufeful to the celebrated prince He-
raclius, whom he conjidered as his

fovereign.

Copy of thefirJi letter of Emin to tbt

then E. now D. of N—r-d.

My Lord,

J
Prefent you the fpecimen of my
writing I promifed. It is too

bold, I am afraid, to make myfelf
the fubjpcl, when I write for your
lordftiip ; but forgive, my lord,

the language of a ilranger : I

have been in too low condition to

know how to .rite proper to

your lordlhip ; but you fpeak to

me more kind and humble than

mean people ; fo I am encouraged.

—I have very good deligns, and

I have
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J have fufFered very much hard-

fhips for them. I think your
lordlhip will not defpife a perfon

in a mean condition, for think-

ing of fomething more than live-

lihood ; I have with a good will

thrown behind rre a very eafy live-

lihood for this condition, mean
as it is; and I am not troubled,

if I can carry my point at lad.

As long as 1 can remember my
own family, and I remember my
great grandfathers, they have been

always foldierj, and always did

remember Chrift, though they

were torn out of their country of

Armenia by Shaw Abbas, and
planted in Hamadan. After

their captivity they were foldiers

likewife. Two of my uncles did

fpill their blcod in the fervice of

Kouly-Kan: my father w.is his

flave for many years; but he was
at laft forced to fly into India,

becaufe this tyrant had fliarpened

his battle-axe againll his own ar-

my, more than upon his enemies.

Soon after my father fent for me
to Calcutta in Bengal, where he

is a merchant. There I faw the

fort of Europeans, and the fol-

diers exercife, and the (hipping,

and that they were dexterous and
perfed in all things. Then I

grieved within myfelf for my re-

ligion and my country, that we
were in flavery and ignorance,

like Jews, vagabonds over the

earth; and I Ipoke to my father

upon all this; becaufe our fa-

thers did not fight for their coun-
try ; but I underltcod that the

Armenians in the mountains were
frer, and handled arms from their

childhood; and that thofe under
Patriarch, who are fubjec~l to the

Turks and Perfians, did not want
courage; but they are all igno-

rant, and fi^ht only with a wild

and natural hercenefs, and fo they

have no order, and do nothing
but like robbers. And I refolved

I would go to Europe to learn

art military, and other fciences to
affift that art; and 1 was fure that
if I could go into Armenia, like

European officer, I may be ufeful

at lait in fome degree to my coun-
try ; but my father did not liften

to me, for God did not give him
underftanding in thefe things. I
could not bear to live like a beaft,

eating and drinking, without li-

berty or knowledge :—T went to

captain Fox, of the (hip Wal-
pole, and kifled his feet hundred
times, to let me work for my paf-

fage to Europe, before he would
bend to me; but he did at laft

admit me; and I came to Eng-
land with mucii labour ; but it did
not grieve me when I thought of
my country : I entered myfelf with
my little money into Mr. Mid-
dleton's academy: I had the ho-
nour to tell your lordfhip fo be-

fore : I was firft a fcholar, and,

when my money was gone, I was
a fervant there for my learning;

but he was broke, and I loft eve-

ry thing. I went into the ftreet

to work for my bread, for I could
not bear to go about vaging a
tail at people's doors for a bit of
meat. I will not grieve your
lordlhip with the mifery which I

went through; I do not want to

be pitied. I got fervice at laft as a
porter with one Mr. Robarts, agro-
cer in the city: in this time I car-

ried fometimes burthens ofnear two
hundred weight upon my back, and
paid out of my wages to learn

fome geometry, and to compleat
myfelf in writing, and j jft to be-

gin a little French ; but becaufe,

my
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my lcrd, I almoft fUrved myfelf

to pay for this, and carried bur-

thens more than my ftrength, I

hurted myfelf fo that I could not

work any longer ; fo that I was

in defpair, and not care what be-

come of me : but a friend put me
to write with one Mr. Weblter, an

attorney in Cheapiide, which for

a little time got bread ; but I was
refolved, in defpair, to go again

to India, becaufe nobody would
put out his hand to help me to

learn ; and my uncle fent 60 pounds

to governor Davis to carry me
back. I am afraid I am too trou-

blefme in my accounts to your

lordfhip; but we people of Afia

cannot fay little in a great deal,

like fcholars. Now I met by

chance fome gentlemen who en-

couraged me, and gave me books

to read, and advifed me to kifs

colonel Dingley's hands, and (hew

my bufinefs to him. He was a

brave foldier, took me by the

hand, fpoke to his own ferjeanr,

an honell man, to teach me ma-
nual exercife, and gave me Bland's

Military Discipline, and promifed

to help me to learn gunnery and
fortification; but 1 was again un-

fortuned ; for, when light juil

began to come to my eyes, he

died, and I was like before, ex-

cept that I knew a little of ma-
nual exercife, and read fome of

the Roman hillory; could learn

no more nor live. I was broke

to pieces, and bowed my neck to

governor Davis, to go over to my
friends, without doing any of
thefe things I fuffered for. I am
in this net at prefent ; but I am
happier than all mankind, if I can

meet any great man who can pre-
vail upon governor Davis to allow
me fomething out of the money
he has only upon condition that

I return to blindnefs once again ;

that 1 may go through evolutions

with the recruits, and learn gun-
nery and fortification, and if there

is war, to go one year as a volun-
teer. If governor Davis writes,-

that I have great man here my
prote&or, my father, who looks

upon me as a perfon run away
and forfaken, will make me an al-

lowance to learn. If I could clear

my own eyes, and ferve my coun-
try and my religion, that is trod

under the foot of Mufalman, I

would go through all flavery and
danger with a glad heart; but if

I mull retum> after four years

flavery and mifery, to the fame
ignorance, without doing any
good, would break my heart, my
lord, in the end. I beg pardon,

I have experience of your lord-

fhip's goodnefs, elfe I would not
fay fo much ; I would not receive,

but return; and I want nothing
but a little fpeaking from the au-
thority of an Indian governor to

my friends. I have always been
honeil. Thofe I have been flave

to will fay I am honell. Mr. Grey
trufted me.

Here is a fort of flory nothing

but your lordfhip's good nature

can make tolerable. I am much
obliged to your lordfhip for your
patience. I fhall be very proud
of giving your lordfhip all the proof

in my power, how much I am,
Sec.

Jofeph Ameen.

tranf-



MISCELLANEOUS ESSAYS. 207

two ancient kingdoms of Armenia
and Georgia, and-that they are at

prefent under your majefly's pro-
tection, being defirous, from the

readinefs of my foul, to offer your
majeity my fervice, which I hope
you will make no difficulty to ac-
cept it, as money is far from the
defire of your majefly's fervant,

who wifh.es nothing but to ferve
him who has the rule over his na-
tion ; for, while I am here, I want
nothing : 1 have a great friend

here, and that great friend is my
protector ; and that protector is

the fon of the king of England.
If it pleafe your majefty to inftruft

me of your will and pleafure, that

I may petition to this great prince,

in order to obtain leave to come
and to ferve you as an European
officer, according to my low abi-

lities : and that I may teach your
foldiers to fight like Europeans,
who are very well known to your
majefty, that with a few men they
overcome many.

Your majelly has heard of the

German nation, who, with no
more than twenty thoufand men,
are able to give battle to a hun-
dred thoufand Mahometans or

Turks, an enemy to the Chriftiaa

nations. I would alfo acquaint

your majefly, how it is, or by
what means, that the European
nation are fuch conquerors, and
fo brave warriors. It is a rule

among them, that whoever is "de-

firous to become a warrior, firft,

he is obliged to enter himfelt"

into the houfe of exercife, which
they call it here, an academy to

learn or to ftudy, four or five years,

the art of war, that is to fay, to

learn the art of building ftrong

caflles, the like of which are not

to be found in all Afia ; and alfo

the

Tra?ijlaiion from the Armenian, of
his letter to prince Heraclius.

To the mojl pining, maji ebrijlian,

king Heraclius, of Georgia and
Armenia.

My King,

ALL things that have been

made, from the beginning

of the world to this day, are by
the will of God, according to the

New Teftament. All things were

made by Him 5 and without Him
was not any thing made that was
made. God created the heaven
and the earth, the fea and the

land ; and it is He that made you
king over two nations, Armeni-
ans and Georgians. Glory be to

God the Father of our Lord Jefus

Chrift, that made you defender

and proteftor of thofe Chriftian

nations, and of their faith, who
have been many hundred years

under the hands of Perfian un-

believers ; and being now deli-

vered by the mighty hands of your
majefty, the fame God will alfo,

I hope, deliver thefe Chriftians,

who are under the hands of Otho-
mans ; for there is no difficulty in

the mighty hands of God ; and
whofoever trull in Him, fhall not

be aihamed. It was He that de-

livered Ifrael, by the hand of the

prophet Moles, out of the hands of
Pharoah, and fed them with man-
na, according to the holy Pfalms,

which faith, Men did eat the bread

of angels. May the fame God
preferve and ftrengthen the wrift

of your majefty, to defend us from
the encroachments of barbarians !

Amen.
Again, having heard the fame

of your majefly's brave conqueft,

by which you have poflefTed the
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the art of managing great guns in

fuch a manner, as none of our

fortifications could ftand before

them for three days ; likcwife, the

manner of encamping with judg-

ment, and the way of ranging of

the foldiers, fo that they are like a

wall of iron, not to be broken
;

and, after having thoroughly com-

pleated his itudy in that art, leaves

the place, goes and offers him lei f

and his fervice to his prince or

king ; thereby becomes an officer,

or fighter for his king and coun-

try ; and by long experience per-

fects himfelf in that great art ;

for the art of war here is not to

be underftood eafily ; it contains

many things difficult to be known,

and very much preferable to the

pradtice of Turks and Perfians.

See, O mighty king, it is not by

ltrength of arm, that thefe nations

are called conquerors, but by wif-

dom and art. Here every thing

is by art and wifdom ; for without

wifdom the land is not land ; and

the nations that dwell therein are

blind and unhappy. According

to the Old Teftament, which faith,

God made the heaven and the

earth by his infinite wifdom ;

therefore God loveth wifdom for

this reafon. I fay, whofoever fol-

loweth wifdom, he is dear, or be-

loved of God ; for from wifdom

proceedeth all manner of good-

nefs ; alfo, a man is not mighty

without wifdom, nor wife without

xighteoufnefs. The ancient Ro-
mans, who were fo great, gave

laws, and fubdued all nations of

the world : this was by art and

wifdom, before our Saviour, al-

though they were heathens and

idolaters ; but they were virtuous,

and lived in good morals. Another

example, Peter the Great, of Ruf-

fia, who could not be fo great A
warrior, and his country could,

never have been fo blefied, and
flourifhed, had not he come over
here to learn wifdom, who, wh n
he was in Holland, ferved in a

place of (hip-building, like one
of the labourers, and humbled
himfelf therein ; whofoever hum-
bleth himfelf ihall be exalted, &c.
And when he returned into his

own country, he was full of all

manner of wifdom, by which he
made himfelf father, as well a$

lord and king, over his country.
Thefe are things which have made
the people of Europe to be con-
querors, and to be efteemed more
wife than all the nations upon the

face of the earth ; for amongft
them are learned men, who ftudy

the way in which God has made
all things according to their na-
ture, by which they are able to do
things of great wonder and ufeful-

nefs. They fend likewife into

every part of the world, at a great

expence, for to learn all things

that are produced upon or under
the earth, by which they are in-

creafed in wifdom and riches ;

their cities are very great, their

people are very happy, not being
afraid of famine or dangers, and
they are under excellent laws, by
which no man is fuffered to do
wrong to another, though he is

weak or poor. But this nation,

this great and mighty nation, O
my king ! where I live, is not 6nly

great and wife nation, but alfo de-

ftroyers of the devourers of man-
kind. I am furprifed to fee, that

even the fheep in this country reft

in quietnefs without the leaft fear

of wolves. May the great God
grant your majefty's fubjetts to

follow their examples, to grow
wife
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wife and conquerors, under the

wifdom and courage of your ma-
jefty, to whom God grant long

life, to trample your enemies like

duft under your feet.

May it pleafe your majefty to

know who your fervant is, that

raifes his head to fpeak to you,

and takes, pains to know thefe

things, with much labour, for your

majelty's fervice, to whom God
grant victory. The name of your

fervant is Emin, the fon of Jofeph,

the fon of Michael, the fon of Gre-
gory, who is defcended from Emin,
who, in the day when Armenia
was broke under the battle-axe of

Shaw Abbas, was Minbafhy in his

country ; but he was made cap-

tive, with others, and was carried

into Perfia, and placed at-Hama-
dan ; from him your majefty's fer-

vant is come, and he is called of

his name, being born at Hamadan ;

but our captivity was grievous

under the Per/ians, who, fince Ma-
hometanifm, which is well known
to your majefty,, are grown quite

barbarians, not being fo civilized

as they were in antient times, (ac-

cording to the hinories I have read

in this bleffed ifland) fo that my
father flew from Hamadan, in the

time of Shaw Thamas Kouly Kan,
into India, to a place called Cal-

cutta, where the Englifti have a

fort, and foldiers, and a great

trade, though their country is

feven months voyage from Bengal ;

there my father made himfelf a

merchant to this day ; and would
have made me fuch as himfelf, but

I did not fubmit to him ; for I en-

quired of my fathers from my in-

fancy, the reafon why we were
perfecuted by Infidels ? and why
we did refide fo contemptibly a-

mongil lawlefj nations i but they

Vol. X.

made me no anfwer, and my hrart

was grieved, and I bad none to

comfort me in my griefs ; for I

faid, the ants that creep upon the

earth have a king, and wc have
not; and the nations of all coun-
tries m*ke their lairgh ,upon us,

a!fo perfecting, faying to a?, that
ycu are mafterlefs

; you have no
king of your own, and that you
refemble the Jews fcattered upon
the face of the earth-; you have nn
love for one another ; you are with-
out honour; and by the difunity

of your nation, all the nations in-

fult you ; you are contemptible,
and without zea! ; and you are as

great lovers of money, as the hea-
thens did love their gods. I could
not bear all thefe reflections, wHlil
I grieved, and found none to heal
me. I obferved watchfully the

Europeans, their wife cuftoms,
and their (hipping, far better both,

for failing and for war, than th3

fhips of the Indians ; and above
all, the praftice of their foldiers,

who, if they were thoufands of
men, by one word of command
from their officers, infiantly all

together move and aft, as if they
were one man. Then I thought
in my mind, that it was God that

had put in my heart to think on
all things. Therefore, I fpoke
not to my father, but had hopes
in my heart, that if I went to

England, I mould learn the art of
war, and I was encouraged, fori
then heard a little, and not much,
of your msjefty's name, until I
came here, where I learned that

your majefty was eftablifhed in

your kingdom, and bad jouted a

great army of Perfians. Ses! O
my king, what great thing the

wifdom is, by which this nation

know our country better thzn we
P doj
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do ; and that this nation are awake,

and we are afleep. On board the

fhip I worked like a failor ; and
afterwards, when I came here,

was fo reduced, that I was forced

by hunger, to offer myfelf to fale

upon the Exchange, to be fent

into the new world. O! my king,

do not pity me; no, not even at

that time, when vou hear, or fee me
lacrificed in your fervice, but pity

thoie fervants of Chrirt, who de-

fervc pity ; but the omnipotent
God faved me by the hands of an

Englishman ; and the fame God
who heard the crying of my heart,

did put it into the heart of a gene-

rous nobleman, who is one of the

pillars of the throne of England,
to aifift me. He made me right

in the counfel of my heart ; he

made me known to the fon of the

king of England ; he fent me to

the place of education, where [

learnt the art of war, according to

wifdom.
My ambition is to lay my know-

ledge at the feet of your majefty,

and to ferve 70U in the belt of my
ability. For know, O my king,

that what is not built on know-
ledge, though iF is very ftrong,

and lofty, is as if it were built

upon fand ; therefore, my purpofe

is, to go well inftrucied into your
majelly's fervice, and to carry with
me men fkiliful in all things, (if

you give me encouragement) to

Strengthen and polifh your king-
dom, like the kingdoms of Eu-
rope: for you have a good coun-
try, and command over many
brave men ; and if you could ga-
ther the Armenians, a rich and
trading people, who are featured

to the eaft, and the weft, and the

north, and t!ie fourh, under the

prote&ion of your majefty 's arms

in your own country, no kingdom
in the eatl would be like your
kingdom, for riches and glory.

May the eternai God, the Father
of our Lord Jefus Chriit, iharpen

your fcymitar upon all your ene-
mies, and ilrenthen the wrift of

your majefty's right hand, to pro-

tect our diftreffed nation, accord-

ing to the wilhes and labours of

your fervant.

*
#* It is not certainly known whether

this lctlei; came to Heraclius's

hand.

fit The letter to the D. of N
is printed from the orignal, in

Ernin's own hand writing; the

character remarkably fair, and
even mercantile.

From Voltaire's Ignorant Pbilofopher.

lYthagoras, duringhis residence

in India, learnt, as ail the

world knows, at the fchool of the

Gymnofophifts, the language of
beafts and that of plants. Walk-
ing one day in a field near the

fea-fhore, he heard thefe word; :

How unhappy am I to be born an

herb ! Scarce have I attained two
inches in height, before a devour-

ing monfter, a horrid, animal,

trampleS me under his feet ; his

jaw is armed with a row of fharp

fcythes, with which he cuts me,

tears me, and then fwallows me.

Man calls this monfter a fheep. I

do not think there is in the whole
creation a more abominable crea-

ture.

Pythagoras advanced a few

fteps : he met with art oyfter that

was yawning upon a imall rock.

He had not yet embraced that ad-

mirable law by which we are for-

bidden to eat our own likenefs.

He
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He was going to fwallow the oyf-

ter, when it uttered theie looking
words : O nature, how happy is

the herb, which is like thy work !

when it is cut it regenerates and

is immortal ; and we poor oyilers,

in vain are we defended by a dou-

ble buckler ; villains eat us by

dozens at their break faft, and it

is over with us for ever. What a

dreadful deftiny is that ofan oyfter,

and how barbarous is man !

Pythagoras (huddered ; lie felt

the enormity of the crime he was
going to commit j he weeping
afked pardon of the oyfter, and
replaced him very fnug upon the

rock.

Whilft he was returning to the

city,, in a profound meditation at'

this adventure, he obferved Come
fpiders that 'were eating flies, fwal-

lows that were eating fpiders, fpar-

row-hawks that were eating fwal-

lows. None of thefe folks, laid he,

are philofophers.

Pythagoras upon his entrance

wa^ hurted, bruifed, and thrown
down by a multitude of beggars

and bunters, who ran in crying.

Well done, he deferved it. Who?
what ? faid Pythagoras, getting

up ; whilft the people continued

running and crying, We fhall have

high fun in feeing them broil.

Pythagoras imagined they were
fpeaking of lentiles, or fome other

kind of vegetable—but he was quite

-miftaken— they meant two poor

Indians. Oh ! faid Pythagoras,

thefe are doubtlefs two great phi-

lofophers, who are tired of their

lives ; they are defirous of regene-

rating under another form ; there

is a pleafure in changing the place
of one's abode, though one may
be badly lodged— .here is no dis-

puting tafte.

He wenffen with the mob as

far as the public fquare, where he

faw the great pile of wood lighted,

and opDofite to it a bench, which

w;is cdhed a tribunal } upon this

bench judges were feated, each of

whom held a cow's tail in his hand,

and they, had caps upon their

heads, which greatly refembled the

two ears of that animal which for-

merly carried Silenus, when he

came into the country with Bac-

chus, after having croiTed the Ery-

threan fea dry-footed, and ftop-

pei the courfe of the fun and

moon, as it is very faithfully re-

lated in the Orph'ics.

There was amongft thefejudges

an honeft man well known to Py-

thagoras. The fage of India ex-

plained to the fage of Samos the

nature of the feftival the Indian

people were going to aflift at.

The two Indians., faid he, are

not at all defirous of being burnt ;

my grave brethren have condemned
them to that punilhment, one for

having faid that the fubftance of

Xaca is not the fubftance of Brama;
and the other for having fufpected

that we pleafe the Supreme Be-

ing by virtue, without holding, at

the point of death, a cow by rjie

tail, becaufe, faid he, we may be

virtuous at all times, and becaufe

one cannot always meet with a

co,v juft as one may have occafion

for her. The good women of the

city were fo terrified with two

fuch heretical propofitions, that

they would not leave the judges in

peace, till fuch time as they or-

dered the execution of thefe two

unfortunate men.
Pythagoras judged that from the

herb up to man there were many
caufes of ureafinefs. He, how-

ever, made the judges and even

P z the
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the devotees lillen to reafon, which
never happened but at that one
time.

He afterwards went and preach-

ed toleration at Crotona j but one
of his adverfaries fet fire to his

houfe ; he was burnt — the man
who had faved two Indians from

This whole book, thou (hah find

he doth not borrow
One phrafe from Greeks, nor

Latines imitate,

Nor ence from vulgar languages,

tranflate."

Suckling oppofes his eafier drain,

to the fweets of learned Johnfon.

the flames.—Let thofe efcape who Denham afl'ures us, that all he had

can. was from old mother-wit. His
native wood-notes wild, everyone

to be celebrated by* remembers

Account of an EJ'ay on tbe Learning cf Mil ton

Shakefpeare-. By Richard Farmer

,

M.J.

THE queftion, whether Shake-
fpeare had any confiderable

knowledge of the learned lan-

guages ? has been long agitated

among the critics. Mr. Farmer is

of opinion with thofe, who imagine
that he had not ; for which he
brings feveral arguments.

The teftimony of Ben Johfon

Fuller, a diligent and equal

fearcher after truth and quibbles,

declares pofitively, that " his

learning was very little, that

nature was all the art ufed upon
him, as he himfelf, if alive, would
confefs it, when he apologized for

his untutored lines to his noble pa-

tron the car! of Southampton.
" Shakefpeare however hath fre-

quent allufions to the facls and fa-

bles of antiquity."—I will endear

(fays our author) Hands foremoft ; - vour to fhew how they came to his

and many have held it fufficient to acqunintance.

decide the controverfy. In the

warmed panegyric that ever was
written, he apologizes for what he
fuppofed the only defefl in his

" beloved friend :"

" Soul of the age !

Th'applaufe, delight, and won-
der of our.ftage »."

But Johnfon is bv no means
our only authority. Drayton, the

countryman and acquaintance of
Shakefpeare, determines his ex-
cellence to the natural brain only.

Digges, a wit of the town before

Shakefpeare left the ftage, is very
itrong to tbe purpofe :

*— *« Nature only helpt him, for

look thorough

It is notorious, that much of his

matter of fail knowledge is de-
duced frum Plutarch ; but in what
language he read him, has yet been
the queftion. Take a few in-

ftances, which will elucidate this

matter fufficiently.

In the third adl of Anthony and "

Cleopatra, Octavius reprefents to

his ccurtiers the imperial pomp of
thofe illultrious lovers, and ths

arrangement of their dominion,
— " Unto her

He gave the 'ftablifhment of-

Egypt, made her

Of lower Syria, Cyprus, Lydiar
Abfolute queen."

Read Libya, fays Mr. Upton,
* Ben Johnfon, in this copy of verfes, fays that Shakefpeare had

" Small Latin and lefs Greek."
Some read no Greek; which (fays Mr. Farmer) was adopted aboTC a century
ago, by a panegyrift on Cartwright.

lutho-
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authoritatively, as is plain from
Plutarch.

This is very true : but turn to

the tranflation, from the French of.

Amyot, by Thomas North, 1579,
and you will at once lee the origin

of the miilake.
" Firft of ail he did eftablifh

Cleopatra queene of Egypt, of
Cyprus, of Lydia, and the lower
Syria.

Again in the fourth aft :

- ** My meffenger

He hath wh'pt with rods, dares

me to perfonal combat,
Cxfar to Anthony. Let the old

ruffian know
I have many ways to die ; mean

time,

Laugh ac his challenge."
" What a reply is this, cries

Mr. Upton : 'tis acknowledging he
mould fall uader the unequal com-
bat. But if we read,

— •* Let the old ruffian know
He hath many other ways to

die ; mean time

T laugh at his challenge."

We have the poignancy and the

very reparteeof Casfar in Plutarch."

Molt indifputably it is the fenfe

of Plutarch, and given fo in the

modern tranflations : But Shake-
fpeare was milled by the ambi-
guity of the old one, " Antonius
lent again to challenge Caefar to

fight him. Casfar anfwered that he
had many other ways ta die than

fo."

In the third Aft of Julius C*far,
Anthony, in his well-known ha-
rangue to the people, repeats a
part of the emperor's will

:

1 " To every Roman citi-

zen he gives

To every fev'ral man, feveoty*

five drachmas.—

Moreover he hath left you all his

walks,

His private arbours, and new
planted orchards,

t

On this fideTyber."
" Our author certainly wrote,

fays Mr. Theobald, on that fide

Tyber.

—

Tram Tiberim—prcipe Ca-
farts bortos. And Plutarch, whom
Shakefpeare very diligently ftudied,

exprefsly declares, that he left the

public his gardens and walks be-

yond the Tyber."
But hear again the old tranfla-

tion, where Shakefpeare's ftudy

lay: " he bequeathed unto every

citizen of Rome, feventy-rive

drachmas a man, and he left hi*

gardens and arbours unto the

people, which he had on this fide

of the river Tyber."
Mr. Farmer proceeds to mow,

that Shakefpeare took many of
the fubjefts for his plays from Eng-
lish authors or tranilatcrs, and not

from books in the learned tongue.

But to come nearer to the pur-

pofe, what will you fay, (fays he)

if lean fhow you, that Shakefpeare,

when in the favourite phrafe, he
had a Latin clafllc in his eye, moil

affuredly made ufe of a tranflation.

Profpero in the tempeft begins

the addrefs to his fpirics,

« Ye elves of hills, of Handing
lakes and proves."

This fpeech Dr. Warburtor\

rightly obferves to be borrowed

from Medea's in Ovid : And it

proves, fays Mr. Holt, beyond con-

trad iftion, that Shakefpeare was
perfectly acquainted with the fen-

timents of the ancients on the fub-

jeft of enchantments. The origU

nal lines are thefe,

" jfura-que, *cif vettti, montefque,

atnnefque, la(ufqut%

P 5 J)iiqu$
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Diiquc omnes remorum, diique om-

ties ttoftis adtfie."

The tranfl-.tun of which by Gold-
ing is by no means literal, and

Shakefpeare hath clolely followed

it

:

" Yc ayres and winds; ye elves of

hills, ot brookes, of woodes alone,

Of ftaoding lake*, and of the night,

approche )c evvrych one.

Id the m rchant of Venice, the

Jew, as -in apc'ot'y for his beha-

viour to Aothonip, rehearfes many
fympachies and antipathies for

ivhi;h no reafon car, be rendered.

** S>.me loye not a gaping pig—-

And others when a bagpipe

fings i'th'nofe

Cannot contain their urine for

affection."

This incident Dr. Warbnrton

fuppotes to be taken from a paf-

faoe in Scaliger's Exercitations

ag;.inft Cardan. And, proceeds

the Defter, to make this jocular

ilory ill 1 1 more ridiculous, Shake-

fpeare, I fuppole, tianflated phor-

rainx by bagpipes.

Here we fecm fairly caught ; for

Scaliger's work was never, as the

term goes, done into Engiiih. But

luckily in an old B ok trar

from the French oi peter ie Loier,

entitled, a Treatife of Spectre;, cr

ftrange Sights, we have this iden-

tical ilory from Scalfger; and what

is ftill more, a marginal note gives

us in all probability the very fact

alluded to, as well as the word of

Shakefpeare, *f Another gentleman,

of this quality liued of late in

Deucn neere Exceiter, who could

not endure the playing en a bag-

pipe "

A word in Q^ieen Catharine's

character of Wolfey, in Henry the

eighth, is brought by the doctor

as another argument for the learn-

ing of Shakefpeare.
" He was a man

Of an unbounded ilomach, ever

ranking

Himfelf with princes ; one that

by {uggeition

Ty'd ail the kingdom. Simony
was fair play.

His own opinion was his law,

i'th' pre fence

He -would fay untruths, and be
ever double

Both i:i his words and meaning.

He W3S never,

But where he meant to ruin,

pitiful.

His proinifes were, as he then

was, mighty
;

But his performance, as he now
is, nothing.

Of his own body he was fll, and
gave the clergy ill example."

The word fuggeftion, fays the

critic, is here uled with great pro-

priety, and fceming knowledge of

the .Latin tongue. And he pro-

ceeds to-%ettle the fenfe of it From

the late Roman writers and their

gloffers : but Shakefpeare's know-
ledge was from Holinglhed ; he

follows him verbatim.

« This cardinal was of a great

ftomach, for he compted himlelf

equal with princes, and by crahie

fuggeftion got into his hands innu-

merable treafure : He forced little

on fimonie, and was not pitiful,

and ftood affectionate in his own
opinion : In open prefence he

would lie and feie untruth, and

was double both in fpeech and

meaning: He would promile much
and perform little,: He was vi-

cious of his bodie, and gaue

the clergie euil example." And
it is one of ihe articles of his im-

§
peachment
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peachment in Dr. Fiddes's col- his fuppofd knowledge of the mo-
lections, " That the faid Lord dem ones.

Cardinal got a bull for the (up- We (hall conclude with a cu-
pre (Ting certain houfes of religion, rious circum.it.ance relating to

by his untrue fuggeftion to the Shakefpeare's acting the ghoft, in

pope." his own Hamlet, in which he is

A ftronger argument hath been faid to have failed,

brought from the plot of Hamlet. Dr. Lodge, fays Mr. Farmer,
Dr. Grey and Mr. Whalley affure who as well as his quondam col-

us, that for this Shakefpeare mull league Greene, was ever pellering;

have read Saxo-Grammaticus in the the town with pamphlers, pub-
original, for no traniluion hath lilhed one in the ye^r 1566, called

been made into any modern Ian- " Wits Miferie, and the Worlds
guage. But the misfortune is that Madnaffe, difcovering the devils
he did not take it from Saxo at all

;

incarnate of this age." One of
a novel called the hillorie of thefe devils is Hate-vertue, who,
Hamblet was his original : a frag- fays the doflor, " looks as pale
ment of which, in black letter, I as the vifird of the Ghoft, which
hive feen in the hands of a very cried fo mifcrably- at the theatre,
curious and intelligent gentleman. like an oifier-wife, Hamlet i?*

Mr. Farmer takes notice of the

fuppofition that the Comedy of
Errors is founded on the Me.
naechmi, which is (fays he) noto-

rious : Nor is it lei's fu, that a

translation of it by W. W. per-

haps William Warner, the author
of Albion's England, was extant
in the time of Siiakefpe^re *.

Eu: the Ihcet-anchor holds fa ft;

Shakefpeare himlelr hath* left fome
tranflati^ns from Qvid.

<venge.

Jn ejfay on the exprejjion of the paf-
Jions in painting Irwjlattd from
the Italian of the celebrated Alga*
rotti.

MANY have written, and
among the reft, the famous

Le Brum, on the various changes.
-

that, according to various paifions,

Shakefpeare was not the author happen in the mufcles of the face,

of thefe translations, fays Mr. which is, as it were, the dumb
Farmer, who proves them to have tongue of the foul. Theyobferve,
been written by Thomas Hay- for example, that in fits of anger,
wood. He proves likewife a book the face reddens, the mafcles of the
in profe, (in winch are many quo- lips puff out, the eyes iparkle ;

tations from the claffics) afcribed and that on the contrary, in fits of
to William Shakefpeare, to have melancholy, the eyes grow mo-
been written by William Stafford, tionicf? and dead, the face pale,

Mr. Farmer mentions many and the lips'Tmk in. It 'may be of
other initances concerning the fervice tu a painter to read thefe,

learning of Shakefpeare, with re- and fuch oth<»r remarks; but ic

fpect to the ancient languages, will be of infinitely more fervjee

and makes feveral obfervations on to ftudy them in nature itfelf, from
* This, we are told in the preface of Mr. Thornton's tranflation of the

Comedies of Plaurus, juft publiihed, is in the collection of Mr. Gajrick, and,

is dated 1595.

P 4 which.



fii6 ANNUAL REGISTER, 1767.

which they have been borrowed,
and which exhibits them in thn
lively manner, which neither tongue
nor pen can exprefs.

But if a paint r is to have im-
mediate recourfe to nature in any
thing, it is particularly in treating
thofe very minute, and almcft. im-
perceptible difference?, by which,
however, things very different from
each other, are often expreffed.

This is particularly the cafe with
regard to the p-ffions of laughing
?nd crying, as in thefe, however
con-r^ry, the mufclcs of the face

op rate nearly in the fame manner.
As the famous Pietro de Cortona

wa< one day finifhing- the face of a
crj ng child, in a r^ pefentation of
l '" "":i ag \ v-ich which he wis
adorning the floor, called the hot

J>ath, i n tn „ rG y. : ] palace f Piui,
J r inand IT. who happened to be
looking ever him for his amufe-
men\ coal r,,jt forbear ex preffing

hi? approbation, by crying out,
oh ! how well that child cries i to

^;'ora the able artift, — Has your
majelly a mind 10 f?e how eafv it is

to make children laugh ; beh< Id,

I'll prove it in an inilant ; and
taking up his pencil, by giving
the contour of the mouth a concave
turn downwards, inftead of the

.convex upwards, which it before

had, and with litile or no alteration

?n any o' her part of the face, he

made the child, who a little before

- ftemed ready to burft its heart v\i:h

C17* n gj appear in equal danger of

burftii.g its fides with immoderate
laughter; and then, by reftoring

the altered features to their former

pplition, he foon fet the child a

crying again.

A'-corCing n Leonardo daVinci,

the belt mailers that a painter can
«: iC rccoarfe to ia this branch, are

thofe dumb men, who have found
out the method of expreffing their

fentiments by the motion of their

hands, eyes, eye - brows, and in

fhort every other part of the body.

This advice, no doubt, is very

good, but then fuch geltures mult,

be imitated with great fobriety

and moderation, It ft they fhouid

appear too Itrone and exaggerated,

and the piece fhouid fhew nothing

bat pantomime, when fpeaking

figures alone are to be exhibited,

and fo become theatrical and fe-

cond-hand, or at leail look like

the copy of theatrical and fecond-

hand nature.

We are told ftrange things of
the ancient painters of Greece in

regard to exprefiion, efpecially of

Ariftides, who, in a picture of his,

reprefenting a wi man wounded to

death at a fiege, with a child crawl-

ing to her brealt, nialces her afraid,

Icit the child, whan fhe was dead,

fhouid tor want of milk, fuck her

biood. A Medea murdering her

children by 1 imomachus, was like-

wife much cried up, as the inge-

nious artift contrived to exprefs at

Ohce in her countenance, both the

fury that hurritd her on to the

commifnon of fo great a crime, and
the tendernefs of a mother that

leemed to withhold her from it.

Rubens attempted to exprefs' fuch

a double effect in the face of Mary
of Medicis, Hill in pain from her

I bour, and at the fame time,

full of joy at the birth of a Dau-
phin. And in the countenance of

:Polonia, painted by Tierpolo

for St. Anthony's church at Padua,

bhe may, I think, clearly read a

mixture of pain from the wound
giv*n her by the executioner, and of

pie, fure from the profpect of para-

dife opened to her by it.

Few,
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Few, to fay the truth, are the fign of wonder at (o extraordinary

examples of ilrong expreffion af- a miracle. They all in a manner
forded by the Venetian, Flemifli, appear intent upon nothing buc

or Lombard fchools. Deprived of eating, drinking, and making
that great happinefs, the happinefs merry. Such in general is the

of being able to contemplate at ftyle of the Venetian fchool. The
leifure the works of the ancients, Florentine, over which Michael
the purelt fources of perfection in Angelo prefided, above all things

point of defign, expreffion, and curious of defign, was moll mi-
charadter, and having nothing but nutely and fcrupuloufly exact in

nature conllantly before their eyes, point of anatomy; on this flie fet

they made Itrength of colouring, her heart, and took fingular plea-

blooming complexion, and the Aire in difplaying it ; not only ele-

grand effects of the chiaro ofcuro, gance of form, and noblenefs of
their principal ftudy ; they aimed invention, but likewife Itrength,

more at charming the fenfes, than of expreffion, triumph in the Ro-
at captivating the underltanding. man fchool, nurfed as it were a-

The Venetians in particular, feem mong the works of the Greeks,
to have placed their whole glory and in the bofom of a city which
in fecting off their pieces with all hid once b?en the feminary of
that rich variety of perfonages and learning and politenefs. Here ic

drefs, which their capital is con- was, that Domenichino and Pouf-
tinually receiving, by means of N

fin, both g^eac matters of ex-

its extenfive commerce, and which pre,ffion, refined thernfelves, as

attracts fo much the eyes of all appears more particularly by the
thofe who -vifit it. I doubt much St. Jerom of the one, and the
if in all the pictures of Paul Ve- death of Germanicus, or the
ronefe, there is to be found a bold fl mghter of the innocents, by the
and judicious expreffion, or one other.

of thofe Sntitudes, which, as Pe- Here it was, that Raphael arofe,

trarch expreiTes it, fpeak without the fovereign mafter of his art.

words; unlefg perh*p% it be that One would imagine that pictures,

remarkable one in his marriage- which are the books of the igno-
feaft at Cana in Galilee, and rant, and of the ignorant only,

which, I don't remember to have he had undertaken to make the in-

feer. t:ken notice of before. At firuCtors even of the learned. One
one end of th.- table, and directly would imagine, that he intended
oppofne to the bridegroom, whofe in fome meafure, to juilify Quin-
eyes are fi<ed upon her, there ap- tilian, who affirms, that painting

pears a woman in red, hoiding up has more power over us than all

to him the Ikirt of her garment, as the arts of rhetoric. There is

much as to lay, I fuppoie, that the not indeed a fingle picture of Ra-
wine miraculoajly produced, was phael, from the ltudy of which,
exactly of the colour with the iluff thofe who are curious in the point
on her back. And in fact it is red of expreffion may not reap great
wine we fee in the cups and pitch- benefit, particularly his martyr-
ers. But all this while, the faces of dom of St. Felicitas, his Magda-
*he company betray not the lealt lene in the houfe of the Phanfee,
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his tram figuration, hi? Jofeph ex-

plaining to Pharaoh bis dream, a

! fo highly rated by Pouflin.

His 'fchool of Athens, in th- Va-
tican, is to all intents and pur-

pofes, a fchool of expreffion. A-
Tmong the many .miracles of art,

with which this piece abounds, I

fhall fingle out that of the four

boys attending on a mathema-
tician, who ftoopirtg to the ground,

hisrompaffes in his hand, is giving

them the demonllration of a theo*

rem ; one of the boys, recollected

within himfelf, keeps back, with

all the appearance of profound at-

tention to the reafoning of the maf-

ter, another by the brifknefs of his

attitude difcovers a greater quick-

xiefs of apprehenlton, while the

third, who has already fcized the

conclufion, is endeavouring to beat

it into the fourth, who,

mctionlefs, with open arms, a flar-

ing counte id an unfpe-':-

able air of ftupidity in his I

will never perhaps be able to make
any thing of the matter ; and it is

probably from this very group,

that Albani, who ft odied Rr:

fo clofe.lv, drew the following pre-

cept, viz.

«« That it behoves a painter to

exprefs more circumftances than

one by every attitude, and fo to

employ his iigures, that by barely

feeinc- what they are actually about

one may be able to guefs, both

what they have been already do-

ing, and are next going to do."

. This I know to be a difficult pre-

cept ; but I know too, that it is

only by a due obfervance of it, the

eye and the mind can be made to

hang in fufpenfe on a painted

piece of canvafs. It is expref-

fion, that a painter, ambitious to

foar in his profejjion, muit above

all things labour to perfect himfelf
in. It is the laft goal of his art, as

Socrates proves to Parrhalius. It

is in exprtflion that dumb poetry
confilts, and what the prince of our
poets calls a viiible langujge.

A letter from the Abbe Metajinjio on

the mufical drama, addrejjed .

author of an effay on the union of
?aufic and poetry,

S I R,

YOU are not miftaken ; I reid

your book with the greater}.

furprifo. By this effay albr.e, we
can form a judgment of the acute-

nefs 01 your wu, the foluiity of
your taft?, ::nd the depth of your
knowledge in the arts. There is

no Italian, at lea ft as far as I

know, who has carried his Views
and 1 fo near to the fir It

fources of that liveiyo* d deiicate

plea fure, which is produced from
the prefent lvtiem of our munc. 1

drama, and which i- ilill capable of
farther improve/sent.

Your ingenious and particular

analyfis of the mealure and cadence
cf oor airs ; the dexterity by which
you point out, in a manner intirely

new, the neceffny of dilplaying and
fetting off the chief motive in all

adventitious ornament- ; the judi-

cious conyparifon you draw on that

fobject, between the mufical art,

and that of defign in painting,

wherein the parts untouched by
the pencil, fhould always be per-

ceived amidft the drapery : Your
remarks on the climax of gradual

progrefiions, by means of which,

in palling from the fimple to the

compound recitative, we fhould

imitate thofe changes that are pro-

duced,
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duced, by playing with the vio-

lence of cur paflions, and many
other parts of your learned differ-

tation, which I omit, to avoid

tranferibing the whole, are Still lefs

valuable for the truth which is pe-

culiar to thern, than on account of

the prodigious advantages, that

may be drawn from them by fuch

artiits as are capable of unvailing

them, and applying ufeful and

fuitable observation*. I owe you

my thanks, both as an author and

as an Italian, and I give them you

with the greateft pleafure. But,

jealous as I vmy be of the good
fenfe of a jud^e like you, yet as 'a

P" t I would chafe that my own
art fhould lole nothing, by the pre-

ference you have given to mufic,

jn regarding this as the principal

object of the drama, and in attri-

buting its progrefs to its being

difengaged from the Shackles of

poetry.

When mufic, in concert with
poetry, afpires to fuperiority, it

deftroys poetry, and lofes itfelf. It

would be a great abfurdity to fup-

pofe, that the habiliments could

ever be cipable of meriting more
regard, or attracting more atten-

tion than the very perfon for whom
they were defigned. My dramatic

pieces are much better received in

all parts of Italy, when they are

fimply declaimed, than when they

are fung in air or recitative. Make
the fame trial of the fineft piece of
mufic, ftript of the ornament of
word?, do you imagine it will

Hand the teft ? Thole airs called

bravura, the too frequent ufe of

which you juftly condemn, are

directly the lalt effort of mufic, en-
deavouring to ufurp an empire over

poetry. Mufic, in thefe airs, pays

r.o regard to Situation or characters,

neither doth it interelt our paflions,

fentiments, or reafon. . It only dif-

plays its native charms ; but then,

what pleafure, what applaufe doth

it excite ? A pleafure that arifes

merely from novelty and furprife;

fuch plaudits as cannot be jjftly

refufed to a rope-dancer, whofe
performance exceeds the expecta-

tion of the public.

Yet proud of this fuccefs, our
modern mufic has infolently revolt-

ed againit poetry, it has neglected

the true and genuine expreSfion,

and has confidered words but as a

fervile vehicle, which muit fubmit

to all its capricious extravagances

in oppofition, to the rules of good
fenfe. The theatre no longer re-

founds, but with the airs called

bravura, and mufic has thus hast-

ened its own fall, when it had be-

fore occafioned the ruin of the

drnma.

Thofe pleafures which make no
impreifion on the underltanding, or

which intereft not the affections,

are of very Short duration. It is

certain mankind eafily yield to

mechanical fenfation?, when they

are agreeable, and have the force

of novelty arid furprife, but they

cannot abfolutely renounce their

reafoning faculty, for the bare fa-

tisfa&ion of being pleafed. The
inconveniency I here complain of,

is now arrived at fo intolerable an.

height, as to make it neceffary

from this moment, that mufic, as a

rebellious. Slave, fhould either again

fubmit to its lawful fovereign,

which can adorn it with fuch grace

and beauty, or that it Should to-

tally withdraw, and blend itfelf no
more with poetry, and let poetry

for the future be fatisfied wi.h its

own proper melody ; whilst mufic

Shall be content with regulating the

har-



without ever meddling with the

affairs of the bufkin. I have the

honour to be, &c.

An EJjfay on Elegies.
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harmony of a concert, or prefiding they null have been better than

over the movements of a dance, thofe of his profeffed imitator Pro-
perties, or antiquity had never
been fo lavifh in their commenda-
tion. In Propertius, we fee the

verfifying fcholar, who perhap*

never loved any weman at all : in

Ovid, the poet, and the man cf
gdlantry, who would intrigue with

THE critics have been very every woman he met; while the

laborious in fettling the elegant Tibullus, one of love's de-

boundaries of paftoral writing; voted flaves, as he always fpeaks

and in the delicacy of their judg- from his own heart, makes a for-

went, have ftruck many compofi- cible impreilion upon ours.
1 tions both of Theocritus and Vrir- The hopes, fears, and anxieties,

gil out of the lilt, of which it may with all the tumults of paffum

be faid, as Pope handfcmely fays of which distract the lover's bread,

his own, if they are not paftorals, will not give him time to think of

they ire fomething better. It were the mode of expreffion, or to ferch

to be wifhed that they h^d ufed al- his illufions from books; n3ture
t
is

fo the fame judicial feverity, in af- contented to deliver herfclf with

certaining the nature of elegy ;
perfpicuity, and where the fenti-

though by that means, many a ment is natural, the phr.ife cannot

putter together of long and fhort be too fimple. Upon no fubjeft

verfe in Latin, and many an alter- whatever have fo many preuincfT,!

nate rhymiii in Englifh, had been and abfurd conceits been invented

at a loi? to know what fpecies of as love ; yet, furely where the head

poetry he writ in. The poems of has been fo painfully laborious, we
Tyrtzus are, it is true, called ele- may fafely pronounce the heart to

gies, but with much the fame pro- have been perfectly at cafe.

priety, as if we were to call the Love is not ingenious; though the

pifcatcry eclogues of S^nnazarius, arfe&ed Italians, and ridiculous

paftorals ; they walk, indeed, in French poets of the laft century,

the mealure of elegy, but breathe not to mention our own Cowley,

\ all the fpirit of the ode. have brought their judgment in

The elegiac mufe feems to be queition, by an exuberant difplay

the natural companion of difiref. ; of falfe wit. The plaintive roui'e

and the immediate feelings of the is generally reprefented to us, as

heart, the objeft of all her expref-

lion. Hence fhe is generally call- PaJfis dc£*i& capillis,

ed in to the afliilance of defpairing

lovers, who, having received their " as one that^difcards all {hew,

death's wound from their miftrefs's and appears in difhevelled locks ;"

eyes, breathe out their amorous but the politer moderns are for

ditties, and like the dying fwan, putting her hair into papers; and
expire in harmony. What the e- whether the complaint turns upon

legies of Callimachus were, the the death of a friend, or the lols

learned can only conjecture j but of a jniftrefs, the pafiion mull Hand
. ftill,
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%\\\, till the exprefiion is got ready

to introduce it. When we are

truly affeded, we have no leifure

to think of art : " Simplex & in-

genua eft mceroris vex ; flebilis,

intermiiTa, frada, concifa oratio*."

Then our language is unadorned,

and unembarrafled with epithets
;

and perhaps, in that book, in

which there are more inftances of

true and fublime llmplicity, than

ail the ancients together, there are

lefs epithets to be met with than in

any authors whatever: and I can-

not help thinking the ill fuccefs

many poets have met with in pa-

raphrasing thofe divine writers,

has. been principally owing to their

weakening the fublimity of the

poetry, by idle defcription, and
clogging the Simplicity of the fen-

timent with the affeded frippery of

epithetical ornament.

Elegy, it mult be confefl>d, has

often extended her province, and
the moral contemplations of the

poet have fometimes worn her me-
lancholy garb. As in the cele-

brated poem of Mr. Gray, written

in a church-yard. For though fhe

is generally the fe!nOi mourner of

domeitic diftrefs, whether it be up-

on the lofs of a friend, or difap-

pointment in love; fhe fometimes
"enlarges her refl-.clions upon uni-

verfal calamities, and with ?, be-

coming dignity, as in the inlpired

writers, pathetically weeps over
the fall of nations.

In fhort, whatever the fobjed is,

the language of this fpecies of poe-

try mould be fimple and unafi'ed-

cd, the thoughts natural and pa-
thetic, and the numbers flowing
and harmonious. Mr. Mafon has

written elegies, with fome fuccefs

:

but whoever examines them, in

expedation of meeting thefe requi-

* I

fi:e% will be difappointed ; he will

be fometimes pleafed indeed ; but
feldom fatisfieJ. For in his mo-
ral eflays, or epiftles, or any thing

but elegies, the fentiments, which
are but thinly fcatttered, though,

they glitter with the glare of ex-
predion, and *mble along by the

artful aid of alliteration :

*' Play round the head, but cone
not near the heart."

Yet, even though we can fee the

labour the poet has been at, in

culling his words, and pairing his

epithet with his fubftantive, his

fuccefs has not been always equal

to his labours. There is, indeed,

too apparently in his poems, the

curiojitas cver6orum; but not always
the curiofafelicitas.

1 cannot take leave of this fub-

jed, without indulging myfelf in

one remark, which mav perhaps be
of ufe to thofe pcets who have ne-

ver read, and are determined to

write. The elegy, ever line Mr.
Gray's excellent one in the church-

yard, has been in alternate rhime,

which is by many ridiculouily ima-
gined to be a new meafure adapted

to plaintive fubjeds, introduced by
that ingenious author, whereas it is

heroic \zxii, and to be met with in

Dryden's Annus Mira'oilis; and

all through '.he long and tedious

poem of Davenant's Gondibert.

The couplet is equally proper for

this kind of poetry, as the alter-

nate rhyme ; and though Gray and
Hammond have excelied in the lafr,

Pope's elegy on the death of an un-

fortunate young lady, will prove

thofe numbers equally expreiiive*

and harmonious ; nor lhall I doubt
to .lacs our Engiilh baiiads, fuch

as have been written by Rowe,
Gay,

s Prtied,
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Gay, and the natural, eafy Shen-

ftone, in the rank or elegy ; a-: they

partake more of the fimple pathe-

tic, and difplay the real feelings of

the heart, with lefs parade, than

thofe affected compofuions of claf-

fical labour.

fivo /eftersfrom Mr. Evcrard, F.

S. M. Containing an adventure, of
'which he ivas a <witnefst at the

quick-fd<ver mine of Idra. Tran-

Jlatedfrom the Italian jiff pub-

lifhed.

Dear Sir,

TH E pleafure I always take

in writing to you wherever

I am, and whatever doing, in fome
meafure difpels my present uneafi.

nefs; an unLafinefs cau fed at once

by the difagreeable aiptft of every

think round me, and the more
difagreeable circumtlances of the

count Aibertr, with whr-m you
were once acquainted. You re-

member him one of r.he gayeft,

molt agreeable perfons at the court

ofVienna; at once the example of

the men, and the favourite of the

fair fex. I often heard you lepeat

his name with eifeem, as one of the

few that did honour to the prefent

age, as poffefTed of generofity and

pity in the higheft degree; as one
who made no other uie of fortune

but to alleviate the diftreffes of

mankind. That gentleman, Sir,

I wiih I could lay, is now no
.more; yet, too unhappily for him,

he exifts, i but in a rttuation more
terrible than the moll gloomy ima-
gination can conceive.

After palling through feveral

parts of the Alps, and having vi-

fited Germany, i thought I could

not well return home without vifit-

ing the quick-ftlve"r mines at Idra,

and feeing thofe dreadful fubterra-

nean caverns, where thoufands are

condemned to refide, ihut out from
all hopes of ever feeing the che.ir-

ful light of the fun, and obliged to

toil out a miferable life under the

whips of imperious talk-mailers.

Ima-gine to youtfelf, an hole in the

fide of a mountain, of about five

yards over; down this you are let,

in a kind of bucket, more than an

hundred fathom, the profpeft grow-

ing (fill more gloomy, yet ftiil wid-

ening, as you defcerd. At length,

after fwinging in terrible fufpence

for fome time in this precarious

fituation, you at length reach the

bottom, and tread on the ground,

which, by its hollow found under

your feer, and the reverberations

of the echo, feems thundering at

every ftep you take. In this

gloomy and frightful folitude, you
2re enlightened by the feeble gleam,

of lamps, here and there difpofed,

(0 as that the wretched inhabitants

of thefe manfions can go from one

part to another without a guide.

And yet, let me allure you that

though they by cuftom could fee

objefts very diffin&Iy by thefe

lights, I could fcarce difcern, for

fome time, any thing, not even the

perfi"»ti who came with me to Ihew

me thefe fcenes of horror.

From this defcription, I fuppofe,

you have but a difagreeable idea of

the place; yet let me afTure you,

that it is a palace, if we compare
the habitation with the inhabitants.

Such wretches my eyes never yet

beheld. The blacknefs of their

vifages only ferves to cover an hor-

rid palenefr, cau fed by the noxious

qualities of the mineral they are

employed in procuring. As they,

ia
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jn general, confift of malefactors

condemned for life to this tafk,

they arc fed at the public expence ;

but they feldom confume much
provilion, as they lofe their appe-

tites in a ihort time ; and common-
ly in about two years expire, from

a total contraction of ail the joints

of the body.

In this horrid aatvfioB I walked

after mv guide for fome time, pon-

dering on the ftrange tyranny and

avarice of mankind, when 1 was

acccfbd by a voice behind me,
ciMing me by flame, and enquiring

after my heajth with the moil cor-

dial affection. I turned and faw a

creature all black and hideous,

who approached me, and with a

moil piteous accent demanding,
" Ah! Mr. Everard, don't yon
know me !" Good God, what was

my furprife, when, through the

veil of his wretchednefs, I difco-

vered the features of my old and

dear friend Alberti. I flew to him
with affection : and after a tear of

condolence, afked how he came
there? To this he replied, that

having fought a duel with a gene-

ral of the Auitrian infantry, againft

the emperor's command, and hav-

ing left him for dead, he was ob-

liged to fiy into one of the forefts

of Ifiria, where he was firft taken,

and afterwards fheltered by fome
banditti, who had long infejted

that quarter. With thefe he

Jived for nine months, ti'.I, by a

clofe inveftiture of the place in

which they were concealed, and

after a very obllinate refiftance, in

which the greater part of them w .-.-

:

killed, he was taken and carried

to Vienna, in order to be broke

alive upon the wheel. However,
upon 2rriving^at the capital, he was
quickly known, and feveral of the

affociates of his accufition and
danger witneffing his innocence,

his punifhment of the rack was
changed into that <f perpetual

confinement and labour in the

min?s of Idra ; a fentence, in my
opinion, a thoufand times worfe
than death.

,

As Alberti was giving me this

account, a young woman came up
to him, who at once I faw to bs
born for better fortune; the dread-
ftd fituation of the place was not
able todeltroy her beauty, and even
in this icene of wretchednefs, fhe

feemed to have char rs to grace
the molt brilliant affembly. This
lady was in fact daughter to one
of the firir. families of Germany,
and having tried every means to

procure her lover's pardon withouc
effect, was at laic reiolved to fhare

his miferies, a- the could not re-

lieve them. With him fhe accord-

ingly defcended into thefe manfions
from^ whence few of the living re-

turn ; and with him fhe is content-

ed to live, forgetting the gaities

of life ; with him to toil, defpi:ing

the fphndours of opulence, and
contented with the confeioufnefs of

.her ovyn conltancy.

1 am, dear Sir,

Your's, Sec,

LETTER IE

Dear Sir,

MY la ft to you was-expreffive,

and perhaps too much fo,

or the gloomy fituation of my
mind. 1 own the deplorable fitua-

tiort of the worthy man defcribed

in it, was enough to add double

leve-
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feverity to the hideous manfion.

At prcfent, however, I have the

happinefs of informing you, that

1 was fpe&atcr of the moll afFec"t-

ing fcene I ever yet beheld. Nine
days after I had written my la ft, a

yerfon came poll from Vienna to

the little village near the mouth of

the greater fhaft. He was foon af-

ter fallowed by a fecond, and he

by a third. Their flrft inquiry

waf, after the unfortunate count ;

and I happening to overhear the

demand, gave them the belt infor-

mation. Two of thefe were the

brother and coufm of the lady, the

third was an intimate friend and
fellow-foldier to the count : they

came with his pardon, which had
been procured by the general with

whom the duel had been fought,

and who was perfectly recovered

from his wounds. I led them with

all the expedition of joy down to

his dreary abode, and prefented to

him his friends ; and informed him
of the happy change in his circum-
itances. It would be impoffible to

defcribe the joy that brightened up
on his grief-worn countenance;
nor was the young lady's emotion

left vivid at feeing her friends,

and hearing of her hulband's free-

dom. Some hours were employed
in mending the appearance of this

faithful couple, nor could I with-

out a tear behold him taking leave

of the former wretched companions
of his toil. To one he left his

mattock, to another his working-

cloaths, to a third his little houf-

hold utenfils, fuch as were necef-

fary for him in that lituation. We
foon emerged from the mine,
where he once again revifited the

light of the fun, that he had to-

tally defpaired of ever feeing. A
poft-chaife and four were ready the

next morning to take them to Vi-
enna, where I am fince informed

by a letter from himfelf, they are

returned. The emprefs ha? again

taken him into favour ; his for-

tune and rank are reftored ; and
he and his fair partner now have

the pleafing fatisfaclion of feeling

happinefs with double relifh, as

they once knew what it was to be

miserable.

I am, dear fir,

Your's, &c.

POETRY.
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POETRY.
The remains cf the twenty.fi/th layIlium of Theocritus. Tranjlated from

the Greek ; by Francis Fazvkes, M. A.

ARGUMENT.
Hercules, having occafion to wait upon Aageas king of Elis, meets

with an old herdfman, by whom he is intmducpd to the king, who,
with his fon Phyleus, had come into the country to take a view of
his numerous herds. A'terward? Hercules and Phyleus walk together

to the city : in the way the princ , admiring the monltrous lion'- fkin

which Hercules wore, takes oc^anon to enquire where he had it

:

this introduces an account how Hercules flew the Nemean lion.

T.
The Beginning is wanting.

H E good old herdfman laid his work afide,

And thus complacent to the chief reply'd :

* Whate'er you afk, O ftranger, I'll impart,
' Whate'er you wi(h, and with a cheerful heart;
' For much I venerate the fon of May,
* Who (lands revef d in evry public way:
* Thofe moil he hates, of ail the gods on high,

Wh"> the lone traveller's requeft deny.
1 The numerous flocks your eyes behold around,

' With which the vales are ftor'd, the hills are crown'd,
' Acgeas owns; o'er various walks they fpread,

' In d.fferent meads, in different paltures fed ;

' Some on the banks of Elifuntus ftray,
c Some w ere divine Alpheus winds his way,
Some in Baprafium, where rich wines abound,

* And f me in this well-cultivated ground.
f And though exceeding many flocks are told,
* Eac i feparaie flock enjoys a feparate fold.

* Her.-, though of oxen numerous herds are feent
' Yet fprings the herbage ever frefli and green
1 In the moid marfh of Menius : every mead,
r And vale irriguous, where the cattle feed,

Vol. X. Q^ f Produce
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' Produce fweet herbs, embalm'd in dewy tears,
' Whofe fragrant virtue fattens well the (leers.

* Behold that (tall beyond the winding flood,
' Which to the right appears by yonder wood,
' Where the wild olive, and perennial plane,
' Grow, fpread, and flourish, great Apollo's fane,
' To which the hinds, to which the (hepherdi bow,
* And deem him greateft deity below !

' Next are the flails of fwains, whofe labours bring
' Abundant riches to the wealthy king;
' Four times each year the fertile foil they plow,
* And gather thrice the harvefls which they fow t
' The lab'ring hinds, whofe hands the vineyards drefsT
* Whofe feet the grapes in purple autumn prefs,

' Know well the vaft domain Augeas owns,
' Rich fields whofe lap the golden ear imbrowns,
' Or (haded gardens, far as yonder hills,

Whofe brows are water'd by refplendent rills ;

* This fpacious tract we tend with daily care,

' As fits thofe fwains who rural labours (hare.

* But fay, (and all my fervice you (hall claim)
1 Say for what caufe you here a flranger came :

* Would you the king or his attendants fee?

.
* I can conduct you ; only truft to me.
* For fuch your form, and fuch your manly grace,
' You feem deriv'd from no ignoble race

:

' Sure thus the gods, that boaft cdeftial birth,

* Appear majeftic to the fons of earth.'

He fpoke, and thus Jove's valiant fen reply'd ;

" My wandering (leps let fome kind (hepherd guide
*' To king Augeas, whom thefe rer'ms obey y

** To fee Augeas am I come this way.
** But if fair juilice the good monarch draws
" To Elis, to adminifter the laws

;

•* Conduct me to fome honourable fwain,
" Who here prefiues among his rural train,

•' That I to him my purpofe may difclofe,

" And follow what his prudence (hall propofc:
" For heaven's eternal wifdom has decreed,
t( That man of man (hould ever ftand in need."
Thus he. The good old herdfman thus repl

;
'd':

* Sure fome immortal being is your guide;
* For lo T your bufinefs is already done

:

' Laft night the king, cefcendent of the fun,

' With royal Phyleus, from the town withdrew,
* His flocks uinumber'd and his herds to view.
* Thus when great kings their own concerns explore,
* By wife attention they augment their ftore.

• Bat
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• But let me quick, for time is on the wing,
' Jn yonder tent conciucl you to the king.'

. This faid, he walk'd before his royal gueft,

Much wondering, much revolving in his breaft,

When at his back the lion's fpoils he faw,

And in his hand the club infufing awe.

He wifh'd to afk the hero whence he fpriing?'

The rifing query dy'd upon his tongue

:

He fear'd the freedom might bedeem'd a fault:

'Tis difficult to know another's thought.

The watchful dogs, as near the ftalls they went,

Perceiv'd their coming by-their tread and fcent,

With Open mouths from every part they run,

And bay'd inceflant great Amphitryon's fon ;

But round the fwain they wagg'd their tails and play'd,

And gently whining fecret joy betray'd.

Loofe on the ground the ltones that ready lay

Eager he fn-.tch'd, and drove the dogs away ;

With his rough voice he terrified them all,

Though pleas'd to find them guardians of his Hall.

Ye gods J (the good old herdfman thus began)
« What ufeful animals are dogs to man !

' Had heav'n but fent intelligence to know
' On whom to rage, the friendly or the foe,

* No creature then could challenge honour more,
* But now too furious, and too fierce they roar.'

He fpoke; the growling maftives ceas'd to bay,

And ftole obfequious to their ftalls away.

The fun now weftward drove his radiant Heeds,

And evening mild the noontide heat fnccedsj

His orb declining from the paftares calls

6heep to their folds, and oxen to their ftalls.

Herd following herd, it joy'd" the chief to fee

Unnumber'd cattle winding o'er the lea.

Like watery clouds arifing thick in heaven,

By the rough fouth, or Thracian Boreas driven;

So faft the (hadowy vapours mount on high,

They cover all the region of the flty ;

Still more and more the gathering temper! brings,

And weightier burdens on its weary wings.

Thus thickening march the cattle o'ct the plain,

M'>re than the roads or meadows can contain ;

The lulty herds incefLnt bellowing keep,

The ftalls are fill'd with (leers, the folds with (heep.

Though numerous flaves ftand round of every kind,

All have their feveral offices affign'd.

Some tie the cow's hind legs, to make her ftand

Still, and obedient to the milker's hand:

0^2 Some
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Some give to tender calves the fwelling teat,

Their fides diftend with milky beverage fweet,

Some form fatcheefes with the houfewife's art,

Some drive the heifers from the bulls apart.

Augeas vifited the (tails around,

To fee what llores in herds and flocks abound j

With curious eye he moved majeltic on,

join'd by Alcides and his royal fon.

Here Hercules, of great and Heady foul,

Whom mean amazement never could controll,

Admir'd fuch droves in myriads to behold,

Such fpreading flocks, that never could be told,

Not one king's wealth he thought them, nor often,

Though greateft of the rulers over men:

The fun, his fire, this privilege atfign'd,

To be in flocks and herds more rich than all mankind:
Thefe ilill increas'd; no plague e'er render'd vain

The gainful labour of the fhepherd-fwain ;

Year following year his induftry was bleft,

More calves were rear'd, and llill the laflwerebefh

No cows e'er call their young, or e'er declin'd,

The calves were chiefly of the female kind. <-

With thefe three hundred bulls, a comely fight,

Whofe horns were crooked, and whofe legs were white j

And twice an hundred of bright gloffy red,

By whom the bufinefs of increafe was fped :

But twelve, the flower of all, exulting run

In the green paftures, facred to the fun;

The (lately fwan was not fo filver white,

And in the meads they took ineffable delight:

Thefe, when ^aunt lions from the mountains brow
Defcend terrific on the hercs below,

Rufh to the war, the lavage foe they gore,

Their eyes look death, and horribly they roar.

But moll majeftic thefe bold bulls among
Sialk'd Phaeton, the ilurdy and the (hong;

So radiant , fo refulgent from aft:r,

The fhephcrd-fwains compar'd him to a flar.

When round the fhoulders of the chief he fpy'd,

Alarming fight I the lion's tawny hide,

Full at his flank he aim'd his iron head,

And proudly doom'd the matchlefs hero dead :

But wacchfui Hercules, devoid of fear,

Seiz'd his left horn, and flopp'd his mad career;

Prone to the earth his flubborn neck he prell,

Then wdth'd him round, and bruis'd his ample cheft,

At one bold pufh exerted all his (trength,

And high in air upheld him at arm's length.

Through
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Through all the wondering train amazement ran,

Silent they gaz'd, and thought him more than man.

Phyleus and Hercules (the day far fpent)

Left the rich pailures, and to Elis went
;

The footpath firlr, which tow'rd the city lay,

Led from the ftalls, but narrow was the way;
Through vineyards next it part, and gloomy gladea,

Hard to diftinguilh in the greenwood (hades.

The devious way as noble Phyleus led,

To his right fhoulder he inclin'd his head,

And flowly marching through the verdant grove,

Thus mild befpoke the progeny of Jove:
* By your lalt bold achievement it appears,

* Great chief, your fame long fince has reach'd my ears,

« For here arriv'd a youthful Argive" fwain,

* From Helice that borders on the main,
* Who for a truth among th' Epeans told,

' That late he faw a Grecian, brave and bold,
« Slay a fell lion, fell to hulbandmen,
* That in the Nemean foreft made his den:
* Whether the chief from facred Argos came,
* Or proud Mycene, or Tirynthe claim
' His birth, I heard not

;
yet he trac'd his line,

* If true my tale, from Perfeus the divine.

f No Greek but you could fuch a toil fultain ;

' I reafon from that mighty monfter flain,

' A perilous encounter ! whofe rough hide
* Protects your moulders, and adorns your fide.

* Say then, if you are he, the Grecian bold,
* Of whom the Argive's wonderous tale was told :

* Say, what dread weapon drank the monfter's blood,
* And how he wander'd to the Nemean wood.
« For not in Greece fuch favages are found,
' No beafts thus huge infeft Achaian ground;
* She breeds the ravenous wolf, the bear, the boar,
« Pernicious monfters! but ihe breeds no more.
' Some wonder'd at accounts fo ftrange and new,
* Thought the Qreek boaftful, and his tale untrue.'

Thus Pnyleus fpoke, and a,s the path grew wide.

He walk'd attentive by the hero's fide,

To hear diftinft the toil-fuftiining man,
Who thus, obfequious to the prince, began :

" Son of Augeas, what of me you heard
«' Is ftridlly true, nor has the ftranger err'd.
« c But fince you wi(h to know, my tongue (hall tell,

" From whence the monfter came, and how he fell

:

*' Though many Greeks have mention'd this affair,

" None can the truth with certainty declare,

CL3 «« 'Tie
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" 'Tis thought fome god, by vengeful anger lsvay'd,
*' Seat this fore plagi-e for facnticr an paid,
•' To puniih 'h<* P o>on-an»; like « flood
•- He delug'd the Pilae.n fields v. ith blood:
'• The Bembinaean-, mife rab!r men,
•' Felt his chief rage, ihe neighbours to his den.
•• The hardy talk, this bideoufl bead to kill,

M Euryftheus firit enjoin'd me to fulfill,

" But hop'd me flam: on the'bold conflict bent,
'* Arm'd to the field with bow and darts 1 went:
" A foijd dab of rude wild olive made,
" Rou^h in its rugged rind mv right hand fway'd:
" On Helicon's fair hill 'he tree I found,
'.' And with the roots 1 wrench'd it from the ground.
" When the clofe covert I approach'd, where lay

" The lordly lien lurking for his prey,
" I bent my bow, firm fix'd the firing, and ftrait

" Notch'd on the nerve the mefTenger of fate:

•« Then circumfpeel I pry'd with curious eye,
•• Firfi, unobferv'd, the ravenous beaft to fr..y.

•* Now mid-day reign'd ; I neither could explore
" His paw's broad print, nor hear his hideous roar;
' Nor labouring ruftic find, nor fhepherd-fwain,
• Nor cowherd tending cattle on the plain,

To point the lion's lair: fear chill'd them all,

•* And kept the herds and herdfmen in the ftall.

*« I fearch'd the groves, and faw my foe at length ;

•' Then was the moment to exert my ftrength.
" Long ere dim evening clos'd he fought his den,
'* Gorg'd with the flelTi of cattle and of men ;

'* With flaughter ftain'd his fqualid mane appeared, '

•* Stern was his face, his cheft with blood befmear'd,
•' And with his pliant tongue he lick'd his gory beard.
f( Mid fhady fhrubs I hid rhyfelf with care,

" Expecting he might iflue from his lair.

" Full at his flank f lent a fhaft, in vain,
'* The harmlefs (haft rebounded on the plain.

* Stunn'd at the fhock, from earth the favage rais'd

" His tawny head, and ail around him gaz'd
;

" Wondering from whence the feather'd vengeance flew,

" He gnaih'd his horrid teeth, tremendous to the view.
•' Vex'd that the firil had unavailing fled,

•' A fecond arrow from the nerve I fpfd :

*' In his broad cheft, the manfion of his heart,
*' 1 lanch'd the fhaft with ineffectual art

;

" His hair, his hide, the feather'd death repell

:

" Before his feet it innocently fell.

" Enrag'd, once more I try'd my bow to draw,
" Then full his foe the furious monfier faw j

ff He
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'« He lafiVd his fturdy fides with ftern delight,

* And rifing in hjs rage prepar'd for fight.

** With inftant ire his mane erected grew,
" His hair look'd horrid, of a brindled hue;
" Circling his back, he feem'd in fa& to bound,
** And like a bow he bent his body round ;

*' As when the fig-tree flcilful wheelers take,

'* For rollirrg chariots rapid wheels to make ;

" The fellies firft, in fires that gently glow,
" Gradual they heat, and like a circle bow;
" Awhile in curves the pliant timber ftands,

** Then fprings at once elaftic from their hands.
" On me thus from afar, his foe to wound,
" Sprung the fell lion with impetuous bound.
• My left hand held my darts direct before,

•' Around my breaft a thick ftrong garb I wore^
' My right, club-guarded, dealt a deadly blow
" Full on the temples of the rufhing foe :

" So hard his flcull, that, with the llurdy ftroke,

" My knotted club of rough wild-olive broke :

" Yet, ere [ clos'd, his favage fury fled,

" With trembling legs he flood, and nodding head

;

" The forceful rnfet had contus'd his brain,

" Dim mills obfcur'd his eyes, and agonizing pain.

" This I perceiv'd ; and now, an eafy prey,
" I threw my arrows and my bow away,
" And, ere the bead recover'd of his wound,
" Seiz'd his thick neck, and pinn'd him to the ground;
•« With all my might on his broad back I preft,

" Left his fell claws fhould tear my adverfe breaft
j

•' Then mounting, clofe roy legs in his I twin'd,
« And with my feet fecur'd his paws behind ;

" My thighs I guarded, and with all my ftrength

" Heav'd him from earth, and held him ac arm's length,
" And ftrangled thus the felleft of the fell

;

•" His mighty foul defcending funk to hell.

*« The conqueft gain'd, frefh doubts my mind divide,
•' How fhall I ftrip the monfter's fhaggy hide ?

" Hard taflc ! for the tough flcin repell'd the dint
" Of pointed wood, keen fteel, or fharpeft flint:

•' Some god infpir'd me, (landing (till in paufe,
" To flay the lion with the lion's claws,
*' This I aocomplifiVd, and the fpoil now yields
*• A firm fecurity in fighting fields:

t* Thus, Phyleus, was the Nemean monfter flain^

W The terror of the foreft and the plain,

f* That flocks and herds devour'd, and many a village

fwain."

0,4 The
\
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The fiory of Godiva . From Edge-bill, a poem. By Richard Jajrot A. M,

W r H E N * Edward, lalt of Egbert's royal r; ,

OVr fev'n united realms the Icptre iw<»y'd,

Earl Lerfric, with trull of fov'reign po»\'r,

The fubjrdt Mercians rul'd. Hi? iofiv itate

The lovelieA of her fex ! in invt r.' gj xc
Mcft lcvelv ; wile, beneficent, and good,

The >air Godiva fhar'd. A noble dame,
Of Thorold's ancient line ! Bot pageant pomp
Cnarm'd nor her fainiiy mind like virtuous deeds,

And tender feeling for another's woe.
Such gentle paflions in his lofty breaft

He cherifh'd not; but, with defpctic ,fway,

Controul'd his vaflal tribe;, and from their toil

His luxury maintain'd. Godiva f vv

Their plaintive looks; with grief {he faw thy arts,

O Coventry! by tyrant laws deprefs'd
;

And urg'd her haughty lord, by every plea

That works on gen'rous minds, with patriot rule,

And charter'd freedom, to retrieve thy weal.

Thus pleaded (he, but pleaded all in vain!

Deaf was her lord ; and, with a item rebuke,

He will'd her ne'er again, by fuch requeft,

To touch his honour, or his rights invade.

What could (he do ? Mull his fevere command
Check the flrong pleadings of benevolence i

Mutt public love to matrimonial rules

Of lordly empire, and obedience meek,
Perhaps by man too partially explain'd !

Give way ? For once Godiva dar'd to think

It might not be ; and, amiably perverfe!

Her fuit renew'd. Bold was th adventrous deed !

Yet not more bold than fair! if pitiful

Be fair, and charity, that knows no bounds.

"What hadll thou then to fear from wrath inflam'd

With fenfe of blackett guilt ? Rebellion, join'd

With female weaknefs, and officious zeal

!

So Leofric might call the virtuous deed ;
»

Perhaps might punifli as befitted deed

So call'd, if love reftrain'd not. Yet, though love

O'er anger triumph'd, and imperious rule,

Not o'er his pride ; which better to maintain,

His anfwer thus he artfully return'd.

Why will the partner of my royal ftate,

Forbidden, (till her wild petition urge?

Edward the ConfeflTor,

Think



POETRY. 233

Think not my bread is fteel'd againfl the touch

Of fweet humanity. Think noc I hear

Regardlefs thy requeft. If piety,

Or other motive, with miftaken z"a!,

CalI'd to thy aid, pierc'd not my ftubborn frame,

Yet to the pleader's worth, and modell charm?,

Wou'd my fond love no trivial boon impart.

But pomp and fame forbid. That vaflalage,

Which, thoughtlefs, thou woud'it tempt me to diflclve,

Exalts our fplendor, and augments my pow'r.

With tender bofoms form'd, and yielding hearts,

Your fex foon melts at fights of vulgar woe ;

Heedlefs how glory fires the manly bread

With love of high pre-eminence. This flame,.

Tn female minds, with weaker fury glows,

Oppofing lefs the fpecious arguments
For milder regimen, and public weal.

But plant fome gentler paflion in its room,
Some virtuous inftincl fuited to your make,
As glory is to ours, like it requir'd

A ranfom for the vulgars vaflal flate,

Then wou'd the ftrong contention foon evincf

How falfely now thou judged of my mind,
And juftify my conduct. Thou art fair,

And chafte as fair ; with niceft fenfe of fhame,
And fandtity of thought. Thy bofom thou

Did'ft ne'er expofe to fhamelefs dalliance

Of wanton eyes ; nor—ill-concealing it

Beneath the treach'rous cov'ring, tempt afide

The fecret glance, with meditated fraud. >.

Go now, and lay thy modeft garments by,

In naked beauty mount thy milk-white lleed.

And through the ftreets, in face of open day,

And gazing flaves, their fair deliv'rer, ride:,

Then will I own thy pity was fincere,

Applaud thy virtue, and confirm thy fuit.

But if thou lik'ft not fuch ungentle terms.

And public fpirit yields to private fhame.

Think then that Leofric, like thee, can fee],

Like thee, may pity, while he feems fevere,

And urge thy fuit no more. His fpeech he clos'd,

And, with ftrange oaths, confirmed the deep refolve.

Again, within Godiva's anxious breaft

New tumults rofe. At length her female fears

Gave way, and fweet humanity prevail'd.

Relu&ant, but refolv'd, the matchlefs fair

Gives all her naked beauty to the fun :

Then mounts her milk-white lleed, and, thro* the ftreets,

Rides feaileft ; her difhevell'd hair a veil

!

That
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That o'er her beauteous limbs luxuriant flovv'd,

Like * Venus, when, upon the Tynan Shore,

Di k gu:s'd 11; e met her fori. With gratitude,

And rev'rence low, th' alioniih'd cit>zens

Before their great fuliana proJlrate fall,

Or jo their inniolt privacies retire.

Ail, but one piying flave ! who fondly hop'd,

With venial curiofity, to gaze

On iuch a wond'rous dame. But foul difgrace

O'ertook the bold offender, and he ltar.ds,

By j u It -iecree, a Ipettacle abhorr'd,

And lafting monument of fwifl revenge

For thoughts impure, and beauty's nijur'd charms f

.

• dederatque conns diffun.leie venfis. Virg. •

f Story of Leofric and God.va, from Sir William Dugdale's antiquities of
Warwickftiire, ...

The following narrative is fubjoined to fatisfy the curiofity of fuch as may
not have a prefent opportunity ot confuhing this valuable collection of antiqui-

ties. That part of the (tory, of which no mention is made here, refts upon
other authorities} lufficient, at leaff, for the wi iter's purpofe, though lbme-

what differently related. How far he has lucceeded in explaining what ap-

peared to him to be obfeure, and in giving a true meaning and conliltency to the

whole, and thereby rendering it more credible, agieeably to thofe feemingly au-

thentic memorials which are preferved of it, is left to the judgment of the reader.

The ltory, as taken from a MS. in Bib. Bod. and Math. Paris, is as follows.

" This Leofric wedded Godeva, a molt beautiful and devout lady, filter to

one Thorold, fheriff of Lincolnfhire, in thole days, and founder of Spalding-

Abbey, and alfo of the Itock and lineage of Thorold, (hei iff of that county, in

the time of KenulphJ king ot Mercia. Which conntefs Godeva bearing an
extraordinary affrftion to this place, often, and earnedly befought her huiband,

that, for the love cf Gpd, and the bleffed Virgin, he would free it from that

grievous fervitude whereunto ,l was fubject. But he rebuking her for impor-

tuning him in a matter ip inconfiltent with his profit, commanded that (he mould
thenceforth forbear to move therein. Yet the, out of her womanilh pertinacity,

continued to folicit him, inibmnch that he told her, that if flie would ride on horfe-

back naked, from one end of the town to the other, in the fight of all the peo-

ple, he would grant her requelt. Whereunto (he return'd, But will you give

me leave Co to do? And he replying, Ye^> ; the noble lady, upon an appointed

day, got on horleback naked, with her hair loofe, (o that it covered all her bo-

dy but the legs, and ihus performing the journey, (he returned with joy to her

hufband, who thereupon granted to the inhabitants, a charter of freedom.

It is pleafant enough to obferve, with what earnettnefs the above-mentioned

learned writer dwells on the praifes of this renown'd lady. ** And now, be-

fore I proceed, fays he, I have a word more to lay of the noble counteis Go-
deva, which is, that befides her devout advancement of that pious work of

his, i.e. her huiband Leofric, in this magnificent monaltery, viz. of monks at

Coventry, (he gave her whole treafure thereto, and (ent for Ikilful gofdfmiths,

who, with all the gold and filver (he had, made croffes, images of faints, and
other curious ornaments."" Which paflages may ferve as a fpecimen of the de-

votion apd pafriotifm of thofe tinies.

Te
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Ye guardians of her rights, fo nobly won !

Cheriili the Mufe's labour, <\ \xo, intent

On your renown, and chafte Godiva's fame,

Hath long o'er monkiih tales, and foul records

A'tentive ponder'J, itudious to expound

Their dark intendment, her heroic deed

llluftrate, add your gay proceflicn grace.

£)f Birmingham—its jnanufafiuns—iroK-cre—prctefs cf it.—Panegyric

upon irta. From the fume.

NO R does the barren foil conceal alone

The crumbly rock. Ofttimes more pondVcus ore,

In ftrata clofe, beneath its furface lies,

Compact, metallic ; but with earthy parts

Incrufted. Now another procefs view,

And to the furnace the flow wain attend.

Here, in huge cauldrons, the rough mafs they itow,

Till, by the potent heat, the purer ore

Is liquified, and leaves the drofs afloat.

Then, cautious, from the glowing pond they lead

The fiery ftream along the channel'd floor ;

Where, in the mazy moulds of hgur'd fand,

Anon it hardens, and, in ingots rude,

Is to the forge convey'd ; whofe weighty flrokes,

Inceflant aided by the rapid ftream,

Spread out the ductile ore, now tapering

In lengthen'd maffes, ready to obey

The workman's will, and take its deftin'd form.

Soon o'er thy furrow'd pavement, Bremicham !

Ride the loofe bars obftrep'rous ; to the fons

Of languid fenfe, and frame too delicate,

Harfh noife perchance, but harmony to thine.

Inftant innumerable hands prepare

To fhape and mould the malleable ore.

Their heavy fides th' inflated bellows heave,

Tugg'd by the pulley'd line, and, with their blaft

Continuous, the fleeping embers roufe,

And kindle into life. Straight the rough mafs,

Plung'd in the blazing hearth, its heat contracts,

And glows tranfparent. Now, Cyclopean chief!

Quick on the anvil lay the burning bar,

And, with thy Iufty fellows, on its fides

Imprefs the weighty flroke. See how they (train

The fwelling nerve, and lift the finewy * arm

f *' I!li inter fefe magna vi brachia tollunt

*« Iu nurnuu m, veriantque tenaci forcipe ferrum. Virg.

la
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In meafur'd time; while, with their clatt'ring blows,

From ftreet to ftreet the propagated found

Increafing echoes, and, on ev'ry fide,

The tortur'd metal fpreads a radiant (how'f.

'Tis noile, and hurry all ! the thronged ftreet,

The clofe-piled warehoufe, and the bufy (hop!

With nimble ftroke the tinkling hammers move;
While flow, and weighty the vaft fledge defcends,

In folemn bafe refponfive, or apart,

Or focially conjoin'd in tuneful peal.

The rough * file grates ; yet ufeful is its touch,

As fharp corrofives to the fchirrous flefh,

Or, to the ftubborn temper, keen rebuke.

How the courfe metal brightens into fame,

Shap'd by their plaftic hands ! what ornament!
What various ufe! See there the glitt'ring knife

Of temper'd edge! The fciffars' double (haft,

Ufelefs apart, in focial union join'd,

Each aiding each ! Emblem how beautiful

Of happy nuptial leagues! The button round,

Plain, or imboft, or bright with fteely rays I

Or oblong buckle, on the lacker'd (hoe,

With polith'd luftre, bending elegant

Its ftupely rim. But how (hall I recount

The thronging merchandif. ? From gaudy tigns,

The litter'd counter, and the fhew-glafs trim,

Seals, rings, 'twees, bodkins, crowd into my verfe,

f Too fcanty to contain their num'rous tribes.

Nor this alone thy praife ! With fecret art,

Thy fons a compound form of various grains,

And to the fire's diflblvent pow'r commit
The precious mixture; oft, with fl'eplefs eye,

Watching the doubtful procefs, if perchance

A purer ore may blefs their midnight toil;

Or wilh'd enamel clear, or fleek japan

Meet their impatient fight. Nor fkilful ftroke

Is wanting of the graver's pointed fteel

;

Nor artful pencil, o'er the polifh'd plat*

Swift ft?aling, and with glowing tints well fraught.

Thine too, of graceful form, the letter'd type!

The friend of learning, and the poet's pride!

Without thee what avail his fplendid aims,

And midnight labours? Painful drudgery !

» <l Turn ferri rigor, et argutae lamina feme,
M Turn vaiise venere anes, &c." Virg.

•f
" Sed neque quam multse fpecies, nee nomina quae funt,

** Eit nunaerus, neque enim numero comprendcre refert," Virg,

And
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And pow'rlefs effort ! But that thought of thee

Imprints frefli vigour on his panting breaft,

As thou ere long (halt on his work imprcfs ;

And, with immortal fame, his praife repay.

Hail, native Britifh ore! of thee pofTefs'd,

We envy not Golconda's fparkling mines.

Nor thine Potofi ! nor thy kindred hills,

Teeming with gold. What? tho' in outward form
Lefs fair? not lefs thy worth. To thee we owe
More riches than Peruvian mines can yield,

Or Motezuma's crowded magazines,

And palaces cou'd hoaft, though roofd with gold.

Splendid barbarity! and rich diftrefs !

Without the focial arts, and ufeful toil;

That polifh life, and civilize the mind!
Thefe are thy gifts, which gold can never bay.

Thine is the praife to cultivate the foil ;

To bear its inmoft ftrata to the fun ;

To break and meliorate the ftiffen'd clay,

And, from its clofe confinement, fet at large

Its vegetative virtue. Thine it is

The with'ring hay, and ripen'd grain to fheer,

And waft the joyous harveil round the land.

Go now, and fee if, to the filver's edge,

The reedy ftalk will yield its bearded ftore,

In weighty (heafs. Or if the ftubborn marie,

In fidelong rows, with eafy force will rife

Eefore the filver plowfhare's glitt'ring point.

Or wou'd your gen'rous horfes tread more fafe

On plated gold ? Your wheels, with eafier gait,

On golden axles move ? Then grateful own,
Britannia's fons ! Heav'n's providential love,

That gave you real wealth, not wealth in Anew,

Whole price in bare imagination lies,

And artificial compact. Thankful ply

Your iron arts, and all the world is yours.

Hail, native ore! without thy pow'rful aid.

We Hill had liv'd in huts, with the green fed,"

And broken branches roofd. Thine is the plane*

The CBjflel thine ; which fhape the well-archM dome,
The'graceful portico, and fculptuv'd walls.

Wou'd ye your coarie, unfightly mines exchange
For Meiriconian hills ? to tread on gold,

As vulgar fand ? with naked limbs, to brave

The cold., bleak air? to urge the tedious chacec
By painful hunger ftung, with arilef- toil,

Thro' gioomy forefrs, where the fou ling axe,

Ta the fun's beam, ae'er cp'd tis chserful glzde.
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Nor culture's healthful face wr.s ever feen ?

Jn fqualid huts to lay your weary limb?,

Bleeding, and fnint, and Grangers to the blifs

O/ home-felt cafe, which Britif:! fwains can earn,

With a bare fpade ; but ill, alas ! cou'd earn.

Were it of gold ? Such the poor Indian's lot!

Who ftarves 'midft gold, like mifers o'er their bags ;

Not with like guilt ! Hail, native Briiifh ore !

For thine is trade, that with its various ftores,

Sails round the world, and vifits cv'ry clime,

From Nova Zembla to th' Antartic p")e;

And makes the treafuies of each crime her own,
By gainful commerce of her woolly veils,

Wrought by the fpiky comb j or lleely wares,

From the coarfe mafs, by llubborn toil, refin'd.

Such are thy peaceful gifts ! And war to thee

Its beft fupport, and brighteft horror owes,

The gliti'ring faulchion, and the thund'ring tube!
At whofe tremendous gleam, and yolley'd fire,

Barbarian kings fly from their ufrlefs hoards,

And yield them all to thy fuperior pow'r. •

PROLOGUE at the Opening of the Theatre Royal in Edinburgh*

Written by James Bo/well, E/q. Spoken by Mr. Ro/s.

SC O TL AND, for learning and for arms renown'cf

In ancient annals, is with luftre crown'd ;

And ftill fhe (hares whate'er the world can yield

Of letter'd fame, or glory in the field :

In ev'rv diftant clime Great Britain knows,

The thiftle fprings promifcuous with the rofe.

While in all points with other lands rfie vied,

The ft^ge alone to Scotland was denied :

Mift^kfn z?al, in times of darknefs bred.

O'er the belt minds its gloomy vapours fpread ;

Tafle and religion were ftrppofed at ftrife,

And 'twas a fin—to view this glafs of life !

When the mufe vntur'd the ungracious taflc,

To play elufive with unlLens'd malk,

Mirth was reftrain'd by ftatutory awe,

And tragic greatnefs fear'd the fcourge of law,

Illullrious heroes arrant vagrants feem'd,

And gentlelt nymphs were fturdy beggars deem'd.

This night, lov'd George's free enlightened agey

Bids royalfavour (hield th- Scottilh ftage:

His royal favour ev'ry boiom cheers,

The drama now with dignity appears.

Hard
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H rd is my fate if murmurings there be,

Becaufe the favour is announe'd by me.

Anxious, alarm'd, and aw'd by every frown,

May I intreat the candour of the town r*

You fee me here by no unworthy art ;

My all I venture—where I've fix'd my heart.

Fondly ambitioui of an honelt fame,

My humble hopes your kind indulgence claim.

I wifh tO hold no right but by your choice
;

I'll rifle my Patent on the Public Voice.

Ok the much lamented Death ofthe Marquis ofTuviJlock."

Sunt Iacrymae rerum, & mentem mortalia tangunt. Virg.
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Y I R. T u o u s Youth

!

Thank Heav'n, I knew thee no:—1 ne'er /hall feel

The keen regret thy drooping friendb fuftain;

Yet will 1 drop the fympathizing tear,

And this due tribute to thy memory bring;

Not that thy noble birth provokes my fong,

Or claims fuch offering from the Mufes (hrine;

But that thy fpotlefs undifTembling heart,

Thy unaffected manners, all-unftain'd

With pride of pow'r, and infolence cf wealth;

Thy probity, benevolence, and truth,

^Beit inmates of man's foul) for ever loft,

Ciopt, like fair flow'rs, in life's meridian bloom,
Fade undiltinguifh'd in the lilem grave.

O Bedford!—pardon, if a Mufe unknown,
Smit with thy heart-felt grief, directs her way
To forrow's dark abode, where thee fhe views,

Thee, wretched fire, and pitying, hears thee mourn.

Thy Ruflel's fate—" Why was he thus belov'd i

" .Why did he blefs ir.y lifer"—Fond parent, ceafe ;

Count not his virtues o'er—Hard tafk!—Call fjrth,

Thy firm hereditary itrength of mind.
Lo! where the fhade of thy great anceftor,

Fam'd RufTel ftands, and chides thy vain complaint

;

His philofophic foul, with patience arm'd,

And christian virtue brav'd the pangs of death;
Admir'd, belov'd, he dy'd

;
(if right I deem),

Not more lamented than thy virtuous fon :

Yet calm thy mind; fo may the lenient hand
Of Time, all-foothing Time, thy pangs aflwage,

Heal thy fad wound, and clofe thy days in pe^ce-

* Occasioned by a fall frem his horle.

tec
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See where the object of his filial Jove,

His mother, loft in tears, laments his doom:
Speak comfort to her f ;ul :

O ! from the facred founi, where flow the ftreams
Ofhcav'n'y confolation, O ! one drop,

To footh his haplefs wife ! fharp forrow preys

Upon her tender frame—Alas, fhe faints,—
She falls! ftill grafping in her hand
The piclure of her lord— All-gracious Heav'n I

Juft are thy ways, and righteous thy decrees,

But dirk and intricate; elfe why this meed
For tender faithful love ; this fad return

For innocence and truth? was it for this

By Virtue and the fmiling Graces led,

(Fair types of long fucceeding years ofjoy),

She twin'd the votive wreath at Hymen's fhrine,

So foon to fade and die?—Yet O ! refledt,

Chafie partner of his life! you ne'er deplor'd

His alienated heart: (difaftrous ftate!

Condition worfe than death !) the facred torch

Burnt to the laft its unremitted fires

!

No painful felf-reproach haft thou to feel;

The confcious thought of every duty paid,

This fvveet reflection fhall fupport thy mind.
Ee this thy comfort :—Tutn thine eyes a while,

Nor with that lifelefs picture feed thy woe;
Turn yet thine eyes ; fee how they court thy fmilej.

Thofe infant pledges of connubial joy !

Dwell on their looks,—and trace his image there :

And O ! fince Heav J
n, in pity to thy lofs,

For thee one future bleffing has in (lore,

Cherifh that tender hope— Hear reafon's voice;

Hufh'd be the itorms that vex thy troubled breaft,

And angels guard thee in the hour of pain.

Accept this ardent pray'r ; a mufe forgive,

Who for thy forrow draws the penfive figh,

Wno feels thy grief, tho' erft in frolic hour
She tun'd her comic rhymes to mirth and joy,

Unfkill'd (I ween) in lofty verfe, unus'd

To plaintive ftrnins, yet by foft pity led,

Trembling revifits the Pieiian vale;

There culls each fragrant ftovv'r, to deck the tomb
Where generous RufTcl lies. «

ODE
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O D E for the New Year, Jan. 1, 1767.

w HEN firfl the rude, o'er-peopled north,

Pour'd his prolific offspring forth

At large, in alien clime?, to roam,

And leek a newer better home,

From the bleak mountain's barren head,

The marfliy vale, th' ungrateful plain,

Fiom cold and penury they fled

To warmer funs and Ceres' golden reign.

At ev'ry Hep the breezes blew

Soft and more foft : the lengthen'd viev?

Did fairer fcenes expand:

Unconfcious of approaching foes

The farm, the town, the city rofe,

To tempt the fpoiler's hand.

Not Britain lb. For nobler ends

Her willing, daring Ions fhe fends,

Fraught like the fabled car of old,

Which fcatter'd bleffings p.s it roll'd.

From cultur'd fields, from fleecy downs.

From vales that wear eternal bloom,

From peopled farms, and bufy towns,

Where fhines the ploughfhare, and where founds the !com,

To fandy defarts, pathlefs woods,

Impending lleeps, and headlong floods

She fends th' induftrious fwarm :

To where, felf-ftrangled, Nature lies,

'Till focial art mall bid her rife

From chaos into form.

Thus George and Britain blefs mankind..

And, left the parent realm fhould find

Her numbers fhrink, with flag unfurl'd

She ilands th' afylum of the world.

From foreign ltrands new fubjefts come,

New arts accede a thoufand ways,

For here the wretched finds a home,

And all her portals Charity difplays.

From each prood mailer's hard command,
From tyrant's Zeal's oppreffive hand

What eager exiles fly !

c< Give us, they cry, 'tis Nature's caufe,

O give us liberty and laws,

Beneath a harfher fky."

Thus George and Britain blefs mankind.

——Away, ye barks ; the favouring wind
Vol. X. R Springs
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Springs from the Eaft : ye pow'r :divide

The vaft Atlantic's heaving tide.

Britannia, from each rocky height,

Purfucs you with applauding hands

;

Afar, impatient for the freight,

See, the whole weitern world expecting ftands !

Already Fancy points each plain,

The defarts nod with golden grain,

The wond'ring vales look gay :

The woodman's ilroke the forefts feel,

The lakes admit the merchant's keel

Away, ye barks, away 1

franjlation of a Greek Epigram, on a Grecian Beauty.

THY eyes declare th' imperial wife of Jove,

Thy breafts difclofe the Cyprian queen of love

j

Minerva's finge/s thy fair hand difplays,

And Thetis' limbs each graceful ftep betrays.

Bleft man 1 whole eye on thy bright form has hung

;

Thrice bleil ! who hears the mufic of thy tongue.

As nronarchs happy ! who thy lips has preft;

But who embraces, as the Gods is bleft.

An Original Poem, /rem the Appendix newly publified to Dr. Swift's
Works.

Lttter to the Dean, luhsn in England, in 1726.

YOU will excufe me, I fuppofe,

For fending rhyme inftead of profe,

Becaufe hot weather makes me lazy ;

To write in metre is more eafy.

While you are trudging to the town,

I'm (trolling Dublin up and down ;

While you convene with lords and dukes>

I have their betters here, my books

:

Fix'd in an elbow chair, at eafe,

I chufe companions as I pleafe.

T'd rather have one fingle fhelf,

Than all my friends, except yourfelf

;

For, after all that can be faid,

Our beft acquaintance are the dead.

While you're in raptures with Fauftina,

I'm charm'd at home with our Sheelina,
While
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While you are ftarving there in ftate,

I'm cramming here with butcher's meat.

You fay, when with thofe lords you dine,

They treat you with the bed of wine,

Burgundy, Cyprus, and Tokay;
Why fo can we, as well as they.

No reafon then, my dear good Dean,

But you fhould travel home again.

What though you mayn't in Ireland hope

To find fuch folk as G~y and Pope ;

If you with rhymers here would mare
But half the wit that you can fpare,

I'd lay twelve eggs, tlm in twelve days,

You'd make a dcz'n of Popes and Gay^.

Our weather's good, our iky is clear,

We've ev'ry joy, if you were here ;

So lofty, and fo bright a flty,

Was never feen by Ireland's eye!

I think it fit to let you know,
This week I fhall to Quilca go;
To fee Mc Fayden's horny brothers,

Firft fuck, and after bull their mothers.

To fee, alas ! my wither'd trees

!

To fee, what all the country fees !

My ftunted quicks, my famifh'd beeves ;

My fervants fuch a pack of thieves

;

My fhatter'd firs, my blalted oaks;

My houfe in common to all folks

:

No cabbage for a fingle fnail

;

My turnips, carrots, parfnips fail

;

My no green peafe, my tew green fprcuts

;

My mother always in the pouts:

My horfes rid, or gone aftray;

My fifh all ftol'n, or run away ;

My mutton lean, my pullets old,

My poultry ftarv'd, the corn all fold.

A man, come now from Quilca, fays,

They've ftol'n the locks from all your keys,

But, what muft fret and vex me more,
He fays, they ftole the keys before.

They've ftol'n the knives from all the forks,

And half the cows from half the fturks

;

Nay more, the fellow fwears and vows,
They've ftol'n the fturks from half the cows.
With many more accounts of woe,
Yet, though the Devil be there, I'll go;
'Twixt you and me, the reafon's clear,

Becaufe I've more vexation here.

R Z . A:
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An Ode to SPRING.
Suppofed to have been written by the celebrated VanefTa, in con/equtttce of

her pajfionfor Dean Swift.

HAIL, blufliing goddefs, beauteous fpring,

Who, in thy jocund train, doit bring

Loves and graces, i'miling hours,

Balmy breezes, fragrant flowers,

Come, with tints of rofeate hue,

Nature's faded charms renew.

Yet why fhould I thy prefence hail?

To me no more the breathing gale

Comes fraught with fleets, no more the rofe

With fuch tranfeendent beauty blows,

As when Cadenus bleft the fcetie,

And fhar'd with me thefe joys ferene.

When, unperceiv'd, the lambent fire

Of friendship kindled new defire ;

Still lift'ning to his tuneful tongue,

The truths, which angels might have fung,

Divine impreft their gentle fway,

And fweetly flole my foul away.
IVly guide, inftruftcr, lover, friend,

(Dear names) in one idea blend ;

Oh ! ftill conjoin'd, your incenfe rife,

And waft fweet odours to the fkies.

An Ode to Wisdom. By the fame.

OH ! Pallas ! I invoke thy aid !

Vouchfafe to hear a wretched maid,
By tender love deprefi ;

'Tis juft that thou fhould'fl; heal the fmart,

Inflicted by thy fubtle art,

And calm my troubled breaft.

No random fhot from Cupid's bow,
But by thy guidance, foft and flow,

It funk within my heart

;

Thus Love being arm'd with Wifdom's force,

In vain I try to flop its courie,

In vain repel the dart.

O Goddefs, break the fatal league,

Let Love, with Tolly and Intrigue,

- More
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More fit aflbciates find;

And thou alone, within my breaft

O ! deign to footh my griefs to reft,

And heal my tortur'd mind.

A Reflection on the Death of the Marquis of Taviftock.

HO W fleep the brave, who fink to reft,

With all their country's wifh.es bleft !

When fpring, with dewy fingers cold,

Returns to deck their hallow'd mold,

She there mall drei's a fweeter fod,

Than fancy's feet have ever trod.

By fairy hands their knell is rung;
By forms unfeen their dirge is fung:

There honour comes a pilgrim grey,

To blefs the turf that wraps their clay ;

And freedom (hall awhile repair,

To dwell a weeping hermit there.

The ROOKERY.
OH thou who dwell'ft upon the bough,

Whofe tree does wave its verdant brow,

And fpreading fhades the diftant brook,

Accept thefe l;n°s, dear lifter Rook !

And when thou'ft read my mournful lay,

Extend thy wing and fly away,

Left pinion maim'd by fiery (hot,

Thou fhould'ft like me bewail thy lot

;

Left in thy rook'ry be renew'd,

The tragic fcene which here I vievv'd.

The day declin'd, the evening breeze

Gently rock'd the filent trees.

While fpreading o'er my peopled neft,

J hufh'd my callow young to reft

:

When fuddenly an hoftile found,

Explofion dire ! was heard around :

And level'd by the hand of Fate,

The angry bullets piere'd my mate;
I faw him fall from fpray to fpray,

Till on the diftant ground he lay

:

With tortur'd wing he beat the plain.

And never caw'd to me again.

R 3 Many
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Many a neighbour, many a friend,

Defbrm'd with wounds, invok'd their end:

All fc-rMmi^g, omen'd notes of woe,

'G u ' our unrelenting foe :

Thelc e; s beheld my pretty brood,

Flutt'ring in their guiltleis blood :

While trembliig on the ihatter'd tree.

At lengtii he gun invaded me ;

But wavward Fate, feverely kind,

Refus'd the death, I wifh'd to find:

Oh ! farewell pleafure ; peace, farewell,

Aid with the gory raven dwell.

Was it for this I ihun'd retreat,

And fix'd ne r man my fecial feat !

For this deib iy'd the infect train,

That eat unfeen the infant grain 1

For this, with many an hone»t note,

lfTuing from my artlefs throat,

I chear'd my lady, lift'ning near,

Working in her elbow chair

!

EPITAPH.
" CWEETS to the fweet," farewell ! nor, longer mourn

fcj A luckitfs hufband from your bofom torn :

No longer blame a father's treach'rous heart

;

Blamelefs yourfelf, and ir.nocent of art

—

Fav'rite of Heav'n ! in early life remov'd !

With angels live, and love, and be belov'd !

With angels feel what fate deny'd you here 1

Blifs; endiefs, as the friend and huiband's tear;

In all your virtues may the world agree !

Your failings—bury'd in the grave, and me.

PROLOGUE to the English Merchant.

Spoken by Mr. K I N G.

EACH year how many Englifh vifit France,

To learn the language, and to learn to dance

!

'Twixt Dover cliffs and Calais, in July,

Obferve how thick the birds of paffage fly !

Fair-weather fops in fwarms, frefh-water failors,

Cooks, mantua-makers, milliners and taylors.

Our bard too made a trip ; and fland'rers fay,

Brought home among fome more run goods, a play

:

i Here

!
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Here! on this quay, prepar'd t'unload his cargo,

If on the freight you lay not an embargo.
" What am I branded for a fmuggler?" cries

Our little Bayes, with anger in his eyes.

'* No, Englifh poets, Englilh merchants made,
*' To the whole world of letters fairly trade:
" With the rich ftores of antient Rome and Greece,
•* Imported dutyfree, may fill their piece:
M Or, like Columbus, crofs th' Atlantic ocean,
" And fet Peru and Mexico in motion;
" Turn Ctierokees and Catabaws to fliape;

** Or fail for loit and humour to the Cape."
Is there a -weaver here from Spital Fields ?

To his award our author fairly yields.

The pattern, he allows, is not quite new,
And he imports the raw materials too.

Come whence they will, from Lyons, Genoa, Rome,
'Tis Englilh filks when wrought in Engliih loom.

Silks ! he recants ; and owns, with lowly mind,
His manufacture is a coarfer kind.

Be it drab, drugget, flannel, doyly, frieze,

Rug or whatever <winter*noear you pleafe,

So it have leave to rank in any clafs,

Pronounce it Englijh Jlujf, and let it pafs

!

To Sir Godfrey Kneller, by the late Dr. Geakie.

(A correS Copy.)

WHILE meaner artifts labour hard to trace

The outward form, and features of a face,

Your magic pencil, Kneller, takes the foul,

And when you paint the man, you paint him whole.

0« the CIRCUS at Bath.

By a Per/on of Quality.

YOUR half-round Circus by mere chance was right,

Your rounded Circus is a bee-hive quite ;

All grace is vaniih'd, all proportion loft,

Space has confin'd you, and good fortune croft;

Plac'd on a hill, to a fine profpedl bare,

At three (harp crannies enters all your air

:

Henceforth build crefcents, blamelefsly be dull.

But never build again a moon atfull.

R 4. ODE
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ODE for his MAJESTY'S Birth-Day, June 4, 1 767.

FRIEND to the poor !—for fare, O king,
That godlike attribute is thine—

Friend to the poor ; to thee we fing,

To thee our annual offerings bring,

And bend at mercy's fhrine.

In vain had nature deign'.d to fmile

Propitious on 'her fav'rite ifle

Emerging from the main :

In vain the genial fourcc of day
Selected each indulgent ray

For Britain's fertile plain :

In vain yon bright furrounding dies

Bade all their clot d~ in volumes rife,

Their tut; i diftilPd :

In \ ain >he wide and iteming earth

GaVe all her buried treafures birch,

And crown'd the laughing field:

For lo ! f' me fiend, in evil hour,

Affuming famine's horrid mien,

Piff.'.'d her petrifying power
O'er thoughtlefs plenty's feftive bower,
And blatted every green.

Strong panic terrors fhook the land :

Th' obdurate breait, the griping hand
almoft taught to ipare ;

For loud miirule, the fcourge of crimes^

Iflix'u with the madnefs of the times,

And rcus'd a ruftic war.

Whilft real want, with figh fincere, •

At heme, in filence, dropp'd the tear,

Or rais'd th' imploring eye,

Foul riot's foils' in torrents came,
And dar'd tifurp thy awful name,

Thrice facred mifery !

Then George arofe. His feeling heart

Infpir'd the nation's better part

With virtues like it3 own :

Flis power contrcul'd the infatiate train

"Whofe avarice grafp'd at private gain

Regardlefs of a people's groan.

Like fr.ows beneath th' all-chearing ray

The rebel crowds difTolv'd away :

And juftice, tho' the fword fhe drew,

Glanc'd lightly o'er th' offending crew,

And
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And force felecled, to avenge her woes,
A iing!e victim from a holt of foes.

Yes, mercy triumph'd; mercy ihone confeft,

In her own nobleft fph?re, a monarch's bread.

Forcibly mi] J did mercy fhine

Like the fweet month in which we pay
Our annual vows at mercy's lhrine,

And hail our monarch's natal day.

On Mr. Gariuck.'.? PiHurt by a B'•</? of Shakefpear. By Dr.
H—rr— gt—n of Bach.

THE foul's chief virtues are in fymbols {hewn,
By wifdom's bird is fage Minerva known;

Idaiian turtles fpeak love's gentle fire,

The mufe is mark'd by Phcebus' golden lyre.

Art may exprefs yon venerable buft,

And form each feature to refemblance jult

;

But Nature pleas'd—with choiceft tints defign'd,

Thee! happy fymbol of her Shakefpear's mind.

The LOVER and the FRIEND.
Taken from the Bagatelles.

I.

ENDU'D with all that could adorn,

Or blefs, the firft and faireft born !

A Soul ! that looks fuperior down,

Let giddy fortune fmile or frown ;

With age's wifdom, not her years,

Stella, all excellence appears ;

Then, who can blame me, if I blend

The name of Lover with the Friend Z

IL

Like Noah's dove, my bufy breaft

Has rov'd to find a place of reft !

Some faithful bofom, to repofe,

And hufh, the family of woes,

Then, do I dream ? or, have I found

The fair and hofpitable ground?

Ah! quit your fex's rules, and lend

A Lover's wiihes to the Friend.

III.

Abfence I try'd,—but try'd in vain !

It heals not, but upbraids my pain

;

For
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For thee ! I'd bear the reaper's toil

;

For thee ! confume the midnight oil

;

Then, to your judgment, wou'd I owe
All that 1 read, and write, and know;
Can thofe who wifh, like me, pretend

To part the Lover and the Friend ?

IV.

Come, then! and let us dare to prove

Difinterefted fweets of love ;

For, gen'rous love no dwelling finds

In poor and mercenary minds :

Laugh at life's idle flutt'ring things
;

Look down with pity upon kings ;

Carelefs ! who like, or difcommtnd,

Blelt in the Lover and the Friend !

V.

Oh ! come, and we'll together hafle,

O'er life's uncomfortable waile :

Bear the fharp thorn, to find the rofe.

And fmile at tranfitory woes

;

Keep the bright goal of hope in view.

Nor, lock behind, as others do

;

'Till death, and only death, fhall end
At once the Lover and the Friend.

PROLOGUE to THE TAYLORS.

Spoken by Samuel Foote, Efq;

Andfuppofed to be written by D . G , Efq;

THIS night we add fome heroes to our ftore,

Who never were, as heroes, feen before ;

No bluftering Romans, Trojans, Greeks, fhall rage,

No knights, arm'd cap a- pee, fhall croud our itage

;

Nor fhall our Henrys, Edwards, take the field,

Oppofing fword to fword, and fhield to lhield;

With other inflrument our troop appears
;

Needles to thimbles (hall, and fheers to fheers ;

With parchment gorgets, and in buckram arm'd,

Cold blooded taylors are to heroes warm'd
;

And, flip-fhod, Aide to war.—No lyons glare,

No eye-balls flafhing fire, fhall make you flare :

Each outfide fhall belye the fluff within ;

A Roman fpirit in each taylor's fkin :

—

A taylor-legg'd Pompey, Caffius, fhall you fee,

And the ninth-part of Brutus itrut in me !

What
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What tho' no fwords we draw, no daggers fhake,

Yet can our warriors a quietus make
With a bare bodkin.—Now be dumb, ye railexs,

And never but in honour call out taylors !

But are thefe heroes tragic ? you will cry.

Oh, very tragic ! and I'll tell you why
Should female artifts with the male combine,

And matitua-makers with the taylors join ;

Should all, too proud to work, their trades give o'er,

Nor to be footh'd again by Sixpence more,

What horrors would enfue ! Firft you, ye beaux,

At once lofe all exiftence with your cloaths

!

And you, ye fair, where would be your defence ?

This is no golden age of innocence !

Should drunken bacchanals the graces meet,

And no police to guard the naked ftreet,

Beauty is weak, and paflion bold and lirong,

Oh then—But modefty reltrains my tongue.

May this night's bard a (kilful taylor be,

And like a well-made coat his tragedy.

Tho' clofe, yet eafy, decent but nut dull,

Shirt but not/canty, without buckram, PULL.

The ACCEPTABLE SACRIFICE;
A Fragment j/Me.nander :

Tranflatcd by Francis Fawkes, M. A.

WH OE'ER approaches to the Lord of all.

And with his offerings defolates the ftall

;

Who brings a hundred bulls with garlands dreft,

The purple mantle, or the golden veft

;

Or ivory figures richly wrought around,

Or curious images with emeralds crown'd

;

And hopes with thefe God's favour to obtain,

His thoughts are foolifh and his hopes are vain.

He, only he, may truft his pray'r will rife,

And Heav'n accept his grateful facrifice,

Who leads beneficent, a virtuous life ;

Who wrongs no virgin, who corrupts no wife;

No robber he, no murd'rer of mankind,
No mifer, fervant to the fordid mind.
Dare to be jult, my Pamphilus, difdain

The fraalleft trifle for the greateft gain :

For God is nigh thee, and his purer fight

In afts of goodnefs only takes delight;

He
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lie feeds the labourer for his honeft toil,

And heaps his fubjlaiice as he turns rhe foil.

To him then hunibly pay the rites dhine,

And not in garments, but in goodncf? ftv.ne.

Guiltlefs of confeience thou may'ft fafely deep,

Tho' thunders bellow through the boundlef j ae

A tranjlatlon of a little Sonnet i>h-te by Plato, in his younger time of

i,fe, and prejewed by Diogenes Laertius.

TAKE the gift that I befiow, '

Catch this -apple that 1 throw ;

Part of the heap, my faireft fee,

The heap I've treafur'd up for thee.

Take it, and my offer'd love

If, befide, thou doit approve,

In kind return to my bleffc arms

Yield up the treafure ot thy charms.

But if (how that But I hate !

Be it not confirm'd by fate !)

Thou favour'ft not my am'rous fuit,

Still take my prefent of the fruit.

Think when thou behold'ft its bloom,
What to-morrow '.twiil become:

Think, that, if eaten not to-day,

To teeth of Time 'twill fall a prey.

EPITAPH on Claudius Phillips.

By Dr. Johnson.

PHILLIPS! whofe touch harmonious could remove
The pangs of guilty power or haplefs love,

Reft here : opprefs'd by poverty no more,
Here find that calm thou gav'ft fo oft before:

Sleep undilturb'd within this humble ftirine,

Till angels wake thee with a note like thine.

Vtrfes



P O . E T R Y. 253

Verfes in/cribed on a /mall Cottage, in rujllc Tafte, intended as a Place

of Retirement, built by Powis, E/q; in a Grove by the River
Severn.

STAY, paflenger, and tho' within,

Nor gold, nor glitt'ring gems are feen,

To itrike thy dazzled eye,

Yet enter, and thy ravifh'd mind
Beneath this humble roor mail find

What gold will never buy.

Within this folitary cell.

Calm thought and fweet contentment dwell,

Parents of blifs fincere
;

*

Peace fpreads around her balmy wings,

And banifh'd from the courts of kings,

Has fix'd her manfion here.

An Occajional Prologue, Jpoken by Mr. Powell, at the Opening of the

Theatre Royal in Covent-Garden, on Monday the i^th o/'Sept.

S when the merchant, to increafe his fiore

For dubious leas advent'rous quits the fhore,

Still anxious for his freight, he trembling fees

Rocks in each buoy, and tempeits in each breeze

;

The curling wave to mountain billows fwellsj

And every cloud a fancied itoim foretells:

Thus rafhiy launch'd on this theatric main,

Our all on board, each phantom gives us pain ;

The catcall's note feems thunder in our ears,

And every hifs a hurricane appears ;

In Journal fquibs we lightning's blaft efpy

And meteors blaze in ev"ery critic's eye.

Spite of tnefe terrors, llill fome hopes we view,

Hopes ne'er can fail us—fmcc they're plac'd in you.

Your breath the gale, our voyage is fecure,

And iafe the venture which your imiles infure,

Tho' weak his fkill, th' advent'rer mull fucceed,

Where candour takes the endeavour for the deed.

For Brentford's ftate two kings could once fuftice,

Jn ours, behold ! four kin^s of Brentford rile ;

All fmelling to one nofegay's odorous favour,

The balmy nofeaay of the—public favour.

From hence alone our royal funds we draw,

Your pleafure our fupport, your will our law.

Whiie fuch our government, we hope you'll own us,

But, mould we ever tyrants prove—dethrone us.

Like
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Like brother monarchs, who, to coax the nation, 1
Begin their reigns with fome fair proclamation ; >
We too fhould talk at leaft—of Reformation; j
Declare that daring our imperial fvvay,

No bard mail mourn his long-negle&ed play;

But then the play mutt have fome wit, fome fpirit,

And we allow'd fole umpires of its merit.

For thofe deep fages of the judging pit,

Whofe taite is too refin'd for modern wit,

From Rome's great theatre we'll cull the piece,

And plant on Britain's lbge the flowers of Greece.

If fome there are our Bnitifh bards can pleafe,

Who tauc the ancient wit of ancient days,

Be our's to fave from" time's devouring womb
Their works, and fnatch their laurels from the tomb.

For you, ye fair, who fprightlier fcenes may choofe.

Where mufic decks in all her airs the mufe,

Gay opera fhall all its charms difpenfe,

Yet boaft no tuneful triumph over fenfe :

The nobler bard fhall Hill aftert his right,

Nor Handel rob a Shakefpeare of his night.

To greet their mortal brethren of cur fkies.

Here all the gods of pantomime fhall rife :

Yet, 'midft the pomp and magic of machines,
Some plot may mark the meaning of our fcenes :

Scenes which were held, in good king Rich's da\ ,

By fages, no bad epilogues to plays.

If terms like thefe your fufrrage can engage,

To fitf our mimic empire of the ftage

;

Confirm our title, in your fair opinions,

And croud each night to people our dominions.

On the Right Hart, the Earl of Chesterfield'^ Recovery from a late

Indifpojition.

By M I C H A E L C L A N C Y, M. D.

Durronxj in Ireland, Sept. 29.

ye difois a la nu'tt fcmhre;

^Tu 'vas maintenant dans ton ombre

Le cacher pour toujours i

fe redifois a I'Jurore,

La mantinee que iu was eclore

Ce fera le dernier de fes jours.

I
N noon day heat, a pilgrim fpread

His limbs to warmth, and chaf'd his head ;

Enjoy'i
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Enjoy'd the fun, whofe pow'rful ray

Rnliven'd once Promethean clay :

budden he finds a (hade of night

I wade its ttrong meridian light:

Son feels a dreary damp, and fees

Th gloom advancing by degrees

;

Ti all its lucid orb was feiz'd

Wii darknefs, thick'ning as he gaz'd :

Cculfive pangs his foul affright

wii terrors of eternal night

:

Voiope that time may light reftore ;

An noon-day was to be no more.

/ Tius when, of late, pale ficknefs fpread

A cfmal mitt round Stanhope's head ;

Th.t head, whofe prudence dates rever'd, >

Ani ev'ry foe to virtue fear'd ;

A hreat'ning cloud hung o'er thofe eyes

Waofe vigour pierc'd thro' falfe difguife;

That tender heart began to grieve

Whofe chiefeft joy was to relieve ;

And faintly thrill'd that vital flood

Which flow'd for univerfal good.

Swift Fame the difmal tidings bore,

And Albion moan'd from fhore to fhore;

Her genius droop'd. In mournful lays

Ierne's fons atte:npt his praife

:

O bed of men ! whofe conduft fage

Appeas'd rebellion's horrid rage ;

Full right he held the guiding helm ;

Our lives he fav'd, who iav'd the realm.

Propitious Heav'n, \ our aid beftow

On him whofe heart would pity fhow.

Eclipfes are the fun's difeafe,

When the dark moon obftrucb his rays:

As fhe goes off, he fliines again,

And re-affumes his fplc.did reign.

That dreadful cloud is blown away,
Which darken'd Stanhope's lovely day :

On ev'ry face a chearful fmile

Shews joy renew'd thro' Britain's ifle :

To mirth Ierne's harp refounds

;

To mirth each vocal hill rebounds,

Her rural pipes his fafety greet,

In fprightly airs, and numbers fweet.

Swift fly loud notes froTi filver firings,

And ev'ry mufe in concert fings.

PRO-
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PROLOGUE to The OXONION in TO/VVN

Spoken by M r. WoODWard.

In the character of a gentleman commoner, drejjld inwts aca.

cal habit.

FRESH from the fchools, behold an Oxfcr, fmart.

No dupe to fcience, no dull Have of art:

As to our drefs, faith ladies, to fay truth,

It is a little awkward, and uncouth ;

No fword, cockade, to lure you to our arms-
But then this aiiy taflel has its charms.

What mortal Oxford laundrefs can withftand

This, and the graces of a well ftarch'd band ? I

In this array, our fpark, with winning air,

Boldly accofts the froth-compelling fair ; .1

Fall: by the tub, with folded arms he (lands,

And fees his furplice whiten in her hands ;

And as fhe dives into the foapy floods,

Wifhes almoir.—himfelf were in the fads.

Sometimes the car he drives impetuous on,

Cut, lafh, and flam, a very Phaeton,

Swift as the fiery courfers of the fun,

Up hill and down, his raw-bon'd hackneys run,

Leaving, with heat half dead, and duft half blind.,

Turnpikes and bawling hofls unpaid behind.

You think perhaps we read— perhaps we may
—The news, a pamphlet, or the lafl new play ;

But for the fcribblers of th' Auguflan age,

Horace, and fuch queer mortals—not a page ;

His brilliant fterling wit we juftly hold

More brilliant far, transform'd to fterling gokk
Though Euclid we digeft without much pain,

And folve his problems into biifk champaign.

Fir'd with this juice—why let the prcdtor come,
" Ycung men, 'tis !ate

—
'tis time you were at home."

Zounds ! are you here, we cry, with your duil rules,

Like Banquo's ghoil, to pjifh us from our Jl^ols.

Such are the lludies fmarts purfue at college,

Oh 1 we *are great proficients in fuch knowledge.

But now, no more from claffic fields to glean,

The mufe to Cogent -Garden fhifts the fcene ;

There fliall I enter rext, Jans cap and gown,
And play my part on this great llage the Tciun

[Bowing, and going,

Sott

.,



For the YEAR 1767. 257

Soft ye, a word or two before I go ;

Our piece is call'd a Comedy, you know.

A two-act Comedy! though Rome enacls,

That every comedy be jult five ads.

Hence parent dulnefs the vain title begs,'

For fqualling, dancing monrters on five legs.

The bantling of to-night, if rear'd by you,

Shall run, like men and women, upon fiuo.

EPILOGUE.
Spoken by Mrs. Mattocks.

[Enter as Lucy., ivitb a Pack of Cards.
~\

H ERE they are ladies !—Should thefe charming packs

Be doubly loaded with a filthy tax?

My card to your's, my lord, a thoufand pound ;"

Oh! charming fport!—Oh! might I deal 'em round?

Yet will I ufc 'em, and, Oh! deign to lilt,

Tho' 'tis no lecture on the game of whiit.

The future doom of gamefters to explore

I, like the Sibyl's leaves, the cards turn o'er

;

Nor think, ye fair, thefe books of fate deceive,

Thefe only books 'tis modilh to believe.

Firft with long ftafF, fliort coat, a fwagg'ring f^ark,

Some gambler, 'prentice, or attorney's clerk,

His fortune aflcs—What card defcribes thefe cubs?

Oh! here I have him in the kna-je of clubs.

By clear "con ftrudlion of thefe pips I read,

Thus he will play his cards, and thus fucc?ed

:

At hazard, faro, brag, he joins the groupe,

And ends a kriave, as he commenc'd a dupe.

And thence, his broken fortunes to repair,

At Hounflow firft, then Tyburn, takes the air.

Here, in the king of diamonds, piftur'd ftands

An heir, juil warm in his dead father's lands.

Now hey for cards and dice, his elbows ftiake j

The fympathizing trees and acres quake !

His cooks lament, dogs howl, and grooms regret

Their fate depending on each defperate bett.

Now dup'd, the bullet whizzes thro' his head,

And (hatters duft to duft, by lead to lead.

Lo! next to my prophetic eye there Marts

A beauteous gameiter, in the queen of hearts !

The cards are dealt, the fatal pool is loft,

And all her golden hopes for ever croit.

Vol. X. 8 Yet
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Yet flill this card-devoted fair I view,

Whatever her luck, to Honour ever true.

So tender there, if debts crowd fait upon her,

She'll pawn her Virtue— to preferve her Honour.

Thrice happy were my art, could I foretell,

Cards would be foon abjur'd by each fond belle:

Yet I pronounce, who cherifh il ill this vice,

And the pale vigils keep of cards and dice,

'Twill in their charms llrange havock make, ye fair!

Which rouge in vain lhall labour to repair:

"Beauties lhall grow mere hags ; toads withcr'd jades;

Frightful, and ugly, as the Qwtin of Spades.

PROLOGUE
a PEEP BEHIND THE CURTAIN?

Or, THE NEW REHEARSAL.

BO L D is the man, and compos mentis fcarce

Who, in thefe nicer tirr.es, dares write a farce ;

A vulgar, long-forgotten tafte renew ;

AH now are comedies, five afts, or two.

Authors have ever in a canting Urain,

Begg'd mercy for the bantlings of their brain :

That you, kind nurfe, wou d fondle 't on your lap,

And rear it with applaufe, that bell of pap

Thus babes have in their cradles 'fcap'd a blow,

Tho' lame and rickety from top to toe :

Our bard, with prologue-outworks has not fene'd him,

For all that I mail fay, will make againft him.

Imprimis, this his piece—a Farce we call it

Ergo 'tis low—and ten to one you maul it

!

Wou'd you, becaufe 'tis low, no quarter give ?

Blackguards as well as gentlemen, fhou'd live
;

'Tis downright Englijh too—Nothing from France,

Except fome beafts, which treat you with a dance.

With a burletta too we (hall prefent you

And, not Italian—that will difecntent you.

Nay, what is worfc—you'll fee it, and mud know it

I Thomas King, of King-ftreet, am the poet

:

The murder's out the murderer, detected,

May in one night, be try'd, condemn'd, difle&ed.

'Tis faid, for lcandal's tongue will never ceale

;

That mifchief 's meant againft our little piece :

Let me look round, I'll tell you how the cafe is—
There's not one frown a fingle brow difgraces ;

i iicvejr faw a Tweeter let of races

!

Suppole
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Suppofe Old Nick, before you righteous folk,

Produce a farce, brim-full of mirth and joke ;

Tho' he, at other times, wou'd fire your blood t

You'd clap his piece, and fwear, 'twas de-vilijh good !

Malice propenfe ! 'tis falfe! it cannot be

Light is my heart, from apprehensions free

If you would fave Old Nick, you'll never damn poor m»

EPILOGUE.
\

ALL fable is figure—I your bard will maintain it,

And leaft you don't know it, 'tis fit I explain it:

The Lyre of our Orpheus, means your approbation ;

Which frees the poor poet from care and vexation

:

Shou'd want make his miilrefs too keen to difpute,

Your fmiles fill his pockets and Madam is mute :

Shou'd his wife, that's himfelf, for they two, are but one;

Be in hell, that's in debt, and the money all gone

;

Your favour brings comfort, at once cures the evil,

For 'fcaping bumbailifTs, is 'fcaping the devil.

Nay, Cerberus Critics their fury will drop,

For fuch barking monilers, your fmiles are a fcp

:

But how to explain what you molt will require,

That Cc-ws, Sheep, and Calves, ihou'd dance after the lyre,

Without your kind favour, how fcanty each meal

!

But with it comes dancing, Beef, Mutton, and Veal.

For fing it, or fay it, this truth we all fee,

Your applaufe will be ever the true Beaume de Fit.

Prologue to the aw Comedy o/rhe widowd wife.

Spoken by Mr. H O L L A N D.

TO gain the public ear, the man of rhimes

Should always lpeak the language of the times ;

And little elfe hath been of late in hearing,

Than terms and phrafes of electioneering.

Our author therefore fends me to allure ye,

Worthy, and free electors of old Drury,

How happy he mould prove, if it content you,

That he be one of thofe who reprefent you j

The jlate poetic, laws and legislature,

Like the political, in form and nature ;

Phoebus, the nine, and bards of reputation,

King, peerage, commons., of the fcribbling nation.

i 2 Now,
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Now, from Pamaflus' throne, the prince of Vvit,

It fecms, hath irTued oat his royal writ

For a new member— no offence to give

To a ia'.e worthy reprtientative ;

Who, ris'n to favour, hath from us retreated,

And 'midlt the lords of t'other houfe is feated

—

His fcrvice loir, prefuming you may need him,

The prefent candidate would fain fucceed him.

Not that he vainly boufls, on this occafion,

He met encouragement from your p :rfuafion ;

Or that both friend?, who love, and foe;, who hate him,
Have been unanimous to nominate him.

*Tis for this loyal borough, his affection

And patriot zeal, that make him rifle t.i' tleclion :

To his conflituents fuhject to controul.

With whofe good leave he means to Hand the poll ;

Trufling fecure to their impartial choice,

The town uncanv:.iVd for a flngle voice :

Nay, brib'd no brother burgefs bard of note,

Nor by corruption gain'd 'one critic's vote.

Too proud (o beg, too modetl to demand,
By merit only would he fall or Hand:
Nor enmity nor friendship interfering,

He only afks a fair and candid hearing.

If, after that, you mould with fcorn rejedl liim,

Or make one honell fcruple to elecl him,

He'll lay his unadvifed fcheme afide,

And frankly own himftlf not qualified.

EPILOGUE, faken by Mrs. C L I V E.

WHATEVER difcord and diforder reign,

Among the learned fons of Warwick-lane,

Should they throw fquibs made up of latin fcraps,

And come to pulling wig , as women caps,

The fick efcape—death will not lay about him, *

He has more honour, than to work without 'em.

Should ycu (to the pit) whofe fkill and wifdom we acknow-
ledge,

The fellonxs of this old dramatic college,

(No matter what the caufe of altercation)

Croud hither ev'ry night for difputation ;

The bard, half dead before, enjoys the fp^rt,

Gets ftrength each day, and is the better for
;

t.

Warm'd with this fubjeci, let your fancies play,

And me, by licence, make a do£lor, pray.

Sup-
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Suppofe this gown a fuit of velvet, plain,

Wnh a gold button, and tktl Ian— a cane ;

My ca stye, m ">it wiiely big
;

Oil! no— I had forgot— a fmart bag wig :

T\ );''/.". bujhet now are ieen in town
;

For all ihc nnns, you know, are taken down.

Call me licentiate—fellow—what you will—

.

I'll feel your puifes all, and prove my (kill.

The pulfes of the boxes full I'll feel,

And by their beating will thtir thoughts reveal.

(jhe aits the doclor feeling a pulfe.)

Languid, and low—Wildman's old-faihion'd ilory

Was much too nervous, to be fet before ye:

For twelve long years a tender wife forfaking,

Worn out with wand'ring, and, what's worfe, with raking,

And then return—he was not worth the taking.

As for the pulfes of my f.iends above,

They thump for joy—when fpoufes kifs and love.

Blefs their young hearts—what means this palpitation ?

Each mifs's blood is now in agitation 1

Each quick puliation for Narciiia beats ;

When fhe went off— they fcarce could keep their feats.

When Lombard talk'd of bribes—how lik'd you that?

(to the pit.)

Some pulfes in this houfe went— pat, pat, pat.

If this our night's prescription you have taken,

Without wry faces, or your heads much fhaken ;

If you perceive fome character, and wit.

With plot and humour

—

quantum fufficit ;

Mixt up with fal volatile of fatire :

Let it

—

quotidit'node re
t

etatur ;

'Tis by our nojlrums y:u are kept alive;

Purfue the regimen of doclior Clive.

A PASTORAL. In the Modern Style.

Pastor a and Galatea.

BEneath the umbrageous fhadow of a fhade,

Where glowing foliage on the furface play'd,

And golden rofes fann'd the filver breeze,

In many a ma?e light echoing through the trees,

Paftora tun'd the fweetly-panting firing,

And ruddy notes thus wak'd the flattering fpring,

While from th' alternate margin of an oak,

A woodland N.iiad thus meandring fpoke,

S 3 Pas-
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Pastora.

The reed difports upon the founding thorn,

And Philomel falutes the noon-tide morn,
The buzzing bees, poetic from their hive,

In fmooth alliteration feem alive:

But ah! my virgin fwain is charter far

Than Cupid's painted fhafts, or fparrows are;

Sparrows, that perch, like Sappho's, on my lay.

Or hop in concert with the dancing day.

Galatea.
What found was that, which dawn'd a bleating hue.

And bluhVd a figh ? Paftora, was it you ?

Your notes fweet maid, this proverb ftill fhall foil,

' The pot that's watch'd was never known to boil/

Pastora.
Ah, no ! whate'er thou art, or figh, or word.

Or golden water fam'd, or talking bird ;

Source of my joy, or genius of my notes,

Or Ocean's landfcape ftampt with lyric boats.

Ah, no! far hepce thy aromatic ftrains

Recoil, and beautify cur vaulted plains.

Galatea.
Thy dazzling harmony affefts me fo,

In azure fymmetry I figh—ah, no!

Ah, no! ah, no! the woods irradiate fmg.
Ah, no! ah, no! for joy the grottoes ring;

E'en Heraclitus' vocal tears would flow,

To hear thee murmur thy melodious No!
Thy voice, 'tis true, Paftora, gilds the fky,

But woods and grottoes flutter in my eye.

Pastora.
"When night pellucid warbles into day,

And morn fonorous floats upon the May,
With well-blown bugle through the wilds of air

1 roam accordant, while the bounding hare

In covert claps her wings, to fee me pafs

Ethereal meadows of tranfparent grafs.

Galatea.
Magnetic thunders now illume the air,

And fragrant m.ufic variegates the year.

Light trips the dolphin through cerulean woods.
And fpotlefs tygers harmonize the floods

:
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Ev'n Thetis fmooths her brow, andjaughs to fee

£.ind nature weep, in fymphony with me.

P ASTORA.

This young conundrum let me firft propofe,

It puzzles half our dainty belles and beaux.

What makes my lays, in blue-ey'd order ihine

So far fuperior, when compar'd with thine ?

Galatea.
Expound me this, and I'll difclaim the prize,

Whofe luftre blufhes with Peruvian dyes.

When crowing foxes whittle in their dens,

Or radiant hornpipes dance to cocks and hens,

What makes fly Reynard and his cackling mate,

That fav'd the capitol, refign to fate i

Pastora.
But fee, Aquarius fills his ample vafe,

And Taurus warbles to Vitruvian laws :

So, crab-like Cancer all her fpeed afTumes,

And Virgo, ftill a maid, elaftic blooms.

My rofe-lipt ewes in myftic wonder Hand

To hear me fing, and court my confcious hand..

Adieu, my goats ; for ne'er fhall rural mufe

Your philofophic beards to ftroke refufe.

Ironical Eulogium «» IGNORANCE, By Dr. Clancy, gf
Durrow, in Ireland.

Quanto reftius ejl fe plane nihil fcire confileri.

KNowledge, that woeful fource of Arife,

The pert and bane of human life,

Deriv'd from Adam's fatal tree,

To curfe his wretched progeny

;

Has made all true enjoyments lefs

Than what our fellow-brutes poflefs;

Who by unerring inftincl; move,

And from its dictates never rove
;

But always fteadily purfue

What Ample nature bids them do.

This true aflertion muft furprife,

And fhock the learned and the wife,

Who look on all—with proud difdain,

That want the fluff that loads their brain,

S 4 Anil
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And keeps them ever by delufion

In dark irregular confuiion.

The furcit calm that can allay

The florins of life's tempeftuous fea,

Is found in undilhirb'd repofe,

Whence every jult contentment flows :

Thus in the thoughtlefs, carelefs mind,
The feat of real blifs we find.

O Ignorance! thou darling child

Of nature, like thy parent mild ;

Thou precious gift, beflow'd at birth,

To form our happinefs on earth ;

Involv'd in thee, we bid defiance

To all the rocks and crags of fcience :

In thy fafe port fecure we fleep,

While Learning ploughs the toilfome deep ;

Thy infiu'nee makes the blockhead fcribble

Conundrums quaint, and far-fetch 'd quibble;
Makes Anti-Chriitian preach,

And cow-boys Greek and Latin teach ;

Phyficians gravely mix a potion,

That cures all ills by (topping motion;
Tne foggy 1 w'yers make defence

Againrt all uiles of common fenfe

;

Dull magi ft rates on benches nod,

And vainly hold the ufelels rod:

Make ftatefmen loll in fpiendor, brewing
Their mafter ;

s and the nation's ruin.

From love, the cheiceft boon that Heav'n
Kas by its kind indulgence giv'n,

3s ev'ry ftore of fweetnefs down,
When fecrets once are too well known :

Thus, all the joys of life's fhort trance

Coniift in downright Ignorance.

Knowledge ! withdraw thy hated rays ;

We love obfeurity and eafe :

Extend thy glimm'ring light no more,
But let us yawn, and fleep, and fnore :

Since not e'en Berkley's vifions faw
Th' intrinfic parts that form a ftraw

;

Nor Newton, more than mortals wife,

Who fathom'd earth, and feas, and ikies,

Cou'd ever truly underitand

The efTence of one grain of fand.

The
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The WINTER'S WALK.
By Samuel Johnson, L. L. D.

BEHOLD, my fair, where'er we rove,

What dreary profpe&s round us rife:

The naked hill, the leaflefs grove,

The hoary ground, the frowning ikies I

Nor only through the wafted plain,

Stern Winter, is thy force confefs'd;

Still wider fpreads thy horrid reign,

I feel thy pow'r ufurp my breaft.

Enliv'ning hope and fond defire,

Refign the heart to fpleen and care,

Scarce frighted love maintains her lire, •

And rapture faddens to defpair.

In groundlefs hope, and caufelefs fear,

Unhappy man! behold thy doom
Still changing with the changeful year,

The flave of funfhine and of gloom.

Tir'd with vain joys, and falfe alarms,

With mental and corporeal ftrife,

Snatch me, my Stella, to thy arms,

And fgreen me from the ills of life.

An
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An Account of Books for 1767.

rt'HE Hijlcry of the Life of King

Henry the Second, and of the age

in nxihich he lived, in five Books : to

ivhicb is -prefixed, a Hifiory cf the Re-

solutions of England from the Death

of Ed-ward the Confeffor to the Birth

tf Henry the Second. By George Lord

Lyttelton. [3 vols. 4W.]

AS there is, perhaps, no ftudy

fo delightful as that cf hi-

fiory, fo there is no hiftory fo ufe-

ful as that of our own country.

The very early accounts cf Eng-
land, as of all other ancient nations,

being founded en fable, the read-

ing of any thing relating to thofe

dark ages may be confide] ed nieie-

Jy as an amufement. But from

the time that the different king-

doms of the heptarchy were united

under one government; that the

Ar.glo-Saxon conllitution began to

be compleatly formed ; and that

many fails became properly afcer-

tained; every part of the hiftory

of England becomes an objeel of

con fideration.

The noble author of the excel-

lent work before us, has chofen

one of the moll critical, the moft

diftinguiihed, and the moft intereft-

ing periods, for the fubjeft of his

hiftory. To his age of Henry the

Second he has prefixed a hiftory

of the revolutions which happened
in England from the death of Ed-
ward the Confeffor to the birth

of that prince. And as the hiftory

of king Stephen is included in the

firft book of the age of Henry ths

Second, we have thereby a com-
pleat hiftory of England and of it*

continental connexions, for that

interefting period of above an hun-
dred years. In this period we fee

the conqueft of one mighty nation

by another; the union and incor-

poration of both nations ; the man-
ner how by flow degrees they were
melted into one; and their united

acts under fome of the greateft mo-
narchs that ever lived. The noble

writer traces out, with the greateft

accuracy, the degrees by which the

Norman feudal fyftem was engraft-

ed upon and interwoven with the

Anglo-Saxon conllitution ; from
whence, through various modifica-

tions, proceeds that excellent form;

which we enjoy at prefent.

This is a part of our hiftory,

which requires the greateft labour,

judgment, and knowledge, to in-

veftigate ; and which, though
effentially requifite to be known
by every Englifhman of confi-

deraticn in his country, is the

moft involved in obfeurity, the

leaft generally underftood, and the

part as to which modern writ-

ers differ moft in opinion. For
this, many caufes may be afligned;

moft of our writers have been in-

fluenced by fome or other of the

parties into which we have been

fo frequently divided, and which
are perhaps fo neceffary for the

prefervation of a free ftate. From
hence it has proceeded, that too

inany
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»any of our hiftorians have adopt-

ed favourite fyftems, to which every

thing that came in their way was
obliged to fubmit, which, as it has

leflened our character as hiiiorians,

has equally prevented our acquifi-

lion of the moil uteful knowledge.

It cannot however be denied, that

the materials for this fubject are

often defective ; many things are

Overlooked at the time of writ-

ing, as matters that are generally

known, and that can never be for-

gotten, which if recorded would af-

ford the greateft lights to poflerity.

Jt is probably owing to this want
of precifion in the antient writers,

and to the fondnefs of fyffem in the

moderns, that we now find it fo

difficult to trace the hillory of our

antient conftitution, or to define

the exact powers of the different

parts of it ; and from thence arife

the great diverfiry of opinions re-

lative to thefe fubjects.

It happens fortunately, with re-

flect to the work before us, that the

age of Henry the fecond produced

better writers than had appeared

for feveral hundred years before

or after that era, fo that it may not

perhaps be an abfolute impropriety

jo call it the middle claffical age.

The noble author has alio availed

himfelf of fome materials, which
are to be found in few other periods

of antient or modern times, viz.

Collections of letters, written on

affairs of great moment, by fome

of the principal actors in thofe af-

fairs, or perfons emoloyed by

them, and deep in their confidence.

From thefe he takes almoft all the

particulars of Henry's quarrel with

Becket, and they ferve to throw

light on many other important

tranfadions. His Lordfhip has

neglected nothing that could eluci-

date his fubject; he has examined
the moft antient records that are
in being ; the fcnrcell manufcripts

;

the pipe-rolls of the exchequer;
and whatever elfe that could in any
degree ferve to remove error, or to

ascertain fact ; and from this labo-
rious courfe of enquiry, we find
the feries of events in this hiliory

better aicertained, than perhaps in
any other wo,-k of the kind that
ever was publiihed.

Henry the fecond was one of the
greateft princes, in extent of do-
minion, in magnanimity and in
abilities, that ever governed this

nation. Whether we confider him
as a hero, or a ftatefman ; whether
in the field giving law to his ene-
mies, or at home adminiftring
juiiice to his people; we find mm
equally great, and his actions e-

qually furprizing. His life is par-
ticularly instructive, from the un-
common variety of the events it

contains ; from its being diliin-

guiihed by g/eat virtues and great
faults ; by fudden and furprizing
changes of fortune in the affairs of
this kingdom ; by the fubjection
of Wales, of Scotland, and of Ire-

land ; and by a glory furpaffing

all military atchievements, the re-

formation of government, and the
eftabliihment of good laws aud
wife inffitutions, beneficial to the
public.

Though this period has been in-
cluded in the general hiftories of
other writers, yet it muft be ac-
knowledged, that in works of fo
vaft an extent, there cannot be
fuch a full detail of particulars,

nor fo much exactnefs and accu-
racy, as in thofe that are confined
to narrower limits. It is only in
the latter, that the feveral ffeps and
preparatory meafures, by which

g r?at
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great anions nre conduced, and

great event- are brought on, can

be (hewn with any cle?

Much, therefore, in this hiltory

will be new to many readers ; and

many matters, which have been

already fubje&s of difcufiion, will

here appear in a new light. In

particular, the refearches which

the noble author has made into

the antient laws and conftitution

of England, and the feudal infti-

tutior.s and tenures, will be found

well worth the attention of every

Englishman. The itate of the

church, of the royal revenues, of

the exchequer, and of the military

government, are treated with equal

perfpecuity and elegance, and

new lights thrown upon fome or

them which they had not before

received. The account his Lord-

ihip gives of the croiiades, and the

orders of knighthood, are highly

curious an:! entertaining"; and tne

warmth with which upon all occa-

fkr.s he vindicates the general

rights of mankind, mult procure

him the fuft'rages of all lovers of

libertv.

The prefent publication confifis

of tl'.ree volumes in quarto; but

the work is unfinished, three of

the five books only of which it

confiits, being contained in thefe

volumes. The firft volume con-

tains, befides the hiftory of the re-

volutions, which we have already

taken notice of, the firft. book of

the life of Henry the fecond, con-

taining the hiftory of that prince,

from his birth till he aicended the

throne; and includes the prin-

cipal occurrences of the life of

Kmor Stephen.. The fecond vo-

lume contains the fecond and third

books of the hiitory, which bring

it down to the death of Becket in

1 170.

The 3d volume confifts of notes

upon the fecond, and the autho-
rities upon which the former vo-

lumes are founded. The hiftory

from the death of Becket in i >.jo,

to the death of Henry, which hap-
pened in 1 1 89, nineteen years af-

terwards, is wanting; but though
we have no particular information

upon the fubjeft, we have fome
realbn to hope it will foon make
its appearance.

Upon the whole, whether we
confider the work with refpett to

the labour attending it, the weight
of the matter it contains, theclear-

nefs, accuracy, and perfpicuity of
its manner, or the elegance of its

composition, we cannot help

thinking it one of the beft hifto:ies

that has appeared in the Engliih

language, and a molt valuable ac-

quiiition to the knowledge of our
country.

From the nature of this work,
it is fcarce p^flible to ma Ice any
abftracls of it, without mutilating
or dilgracing the original. We
fnaii however, as we go along, oc-

casionally touch upon fome parti-

cular paifages, which we apprehend
are put in a new lip h t, or where
the noble author differs in opi-

nion on material points from fome
other writers.

His Lordihip obferves that Wil-
liam the fir it was fo far from
grounding his title to the crown of
England upon a fuppofed right

of cenqueji, that he ufed his utmoft

endeavours to eftablilh the notion

of his being heir to King Ed-iK-ard^

from the appointment of that mo-

narch. And that he was crowned,

not without the appearance and
fcrm
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form nf an election, or free ac-

knowledgment of his claim : for

the arclibiihop of York and the

biihop of Coutance, who offici-

ated in the ceremony, feparately

demanded of the nobility, prelates,

and people of both nations, (Eng-
lifh and Normans) who were pre-

fent and affifting, whether they con-

sented that he jhould reign oier.them?

and, with joyful acclamations,

they anfwered, that they did. Be-
fore he afcended the throne, he
made a compact with his new fub-

jecls, by his coronation oath, the

fame with that of the Saxon
kings.

—

" A diftinttion is to be made be-

tween the government of William
the Firft, which was very tyran-

nical, and the confitution eitabliih-

ed under him in this kingdom,
which was no abfolute monarchy,
but an ingraftment of the feudal

tenures and other culloms of Nor-
mandy upon the ancientSaxon laws

of Edward the Confeffor. He more
than once fwore to maintain thofe

laws, and in the fourth year of his

reign confirmed them in parlia-

ment ; yet not without great al-

terations, to which the whole le-

giflature agreed, by a more corn-

pleat introduction of the ftrict

feudal law, as it was pradtifed

in Normandy ; which produced

a different political fyftem, and
changed both power and property

in many refpects; though the firit

principles of that law, and gene-

ral notions of it, had been in ufe

among the Englifh fome ages be-

fore. But that the liberty of the

fubject was not fo deftroyed by
thefe alterations, as fome writers

have fuppofed, plainly appears by
the very itatutes that William en-

acted ; in one of which we find

an exprefs declaration, " that all

the freemen in his kingdom
ihould hold and enjoy their

lands and pofieiTions tree from
all unjuit exaction and from all

tallage ; fo that nothing ihould
be exacted cr taken of them
but their free fervice, which
they by right owed to the
crown, and were bound to per-
form." It is further faid,

That this was ordained and
granted to them as an heredi-

tary right for ever, by the com-
mon council of the kingdom."

Which very remarkable itatute is

juftly ftiled by a iearped author,
Nathanael Bacon, tht firfi Magna
Charta of the Normans. And it

extended no lei's to the Englijh
than to the Normans."
The noble writer is of opinion,

that the Engliih were not reduced
fo low by William the Conqueror,
even at the end of" his reign (as
fome writers h::ve fuppofed) as to

be mere abject drudges and Haves
to the Normans. In proof of which
he (hews, that the very year after

his death they raifed an army of
thirty tboufand men, in fupport of his
fon William Rufus, againit his bro-
ther Robert and tne whole force of
the Normans ; which army ferved
him bravely and faithfully in his
diitrefs, and to them he chiefly
owed his prefervation. So that
their force was iufficient to main-
tain that prince of the royal family,
who courted them molt, upon the
throne of this kingdom, againit all

the efforts of the contrary faction :

a very remarkable fad, which al-

molt retrieved the honour of the
nation.

The account his Lordihip gives

of
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of the accefiion of Henry the Fiiff,

and the great things he did for pub-

lic liberty, contains fome curious

and uncommon obfervations.

" The nation refolved to give

the crown to a prince, who mould

acquire and hold it under no other

claim than a ccr/<pa:l with his peo-

ple: and though it would be diffi-

cult to juitify their proceeding,

either in conscience or law, their

policy may perhaps be accounted

not unwife ; as it made the title of

the king become fecurity for the

liberty of the fuh;ect. To give

that liberty a more lbiid and lading

eltablifhment, they demanded a

charter ; which Henry granted

foon after his roronation, as he

had fworn to do before he was

crowned. By this he reflored the

Saxon laws which were in ufe un-

der Edward the ConfefTor, but

with fuch alterations, or (as he

a determined and moderate rule

of law. To ufe the words of one
of our greateft antiquaries, Sir

Henry Spe'man, // was the ori-

ginal of king fobn's Magna Cbarft',

containing mojt of tbe articles of it,

either particularly expreffed, or in

general, under the confirmation it

gives to the laivs of Ediuard the

C^vtefRr. So miltaken a:e they,

who have fuppofed that all the

privileges granted in Magna Char/a
were innovations extorted by the

arms of rebels from king John !

a notion which feems to have been

firll taken up, not fo much out

of ignorance, as from a bafe mo-
tive of adulation to fome of our

princes in latter times, who, en-

deavouring to grafp at abfolute

power, were defirous of any pre-

tence to coniider thefe laws, which
flood in their way, as violent en-

croachments made by the baron?

ftyled them) emendations, as had on the ancient rights of the crown :

been made in them by hisfather with whereas they were in reality refti-

the advice of his parliament ; at tutioils and fandtions of ancient

the fame time annulling all evil rights enjoyed by the nobility and

cujloms and illegal exactions, by people ot England in former reigns

;

which the realm had been unjufly or limitations of powers which the

opprejfed. Some of thofe griev- king had illegally and arbitrarily

ances were fpecified in the charter, flretched beyond their due bounds,

and the redrefs of them was there In fome refpedts this charter of

exprefly enacled. It alfo con- Henry the Firll was more advantage-

tamed very confiderable mitiga- ous to liberty than Magna Charta

tions of thofe feudal rights, claim- itfeif."

cd by the king over his tenants, The account which our noble

and by them over theirs, which author gives of the military art in

either were the moll burthenfome the times of which he treats, to-

in their own nature, or had been

made fo by an abuiive extenfion.

In fhort, all the liberty, that could

well be confident with the fafety

ar.d intereft of the lord in his fief,

was allowed to the vaiTal by this

charter, and the profits due to the

former were fettled according to

o-ether with his obfervations on the

liate of naval affairs in England
before and during that period, are

fo curious, that we fhall tranferibe

the whole in his own words.
" The military art, during

the times of which I write, wa*

in many panic alars the fame

with
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With that of the ancient Romans.
We are informed by a contempo-

rary German hiftorian, that, in

the methods of encamping, and of

beficging towns or caitles, the em-
peror Frederick BarbaroiTa follow-

ed their rules. And the hiftories

of the holy war, written within

the fame age, defcribe the fieges

made in Afia, by the Englifh and

French, agreeably to thole carried

on under the difcipline of that na-

tion. We have one compofed by

an Englishman, GeofFry de Vine-

fauf, that gives a particular rela-

tion of the fiege of Acre, or Pto-

lemais, to which he accompanied
King Richard the Firft. It ap-

pears from thence, that the be-

siegers, among other machines

which had been ufed by the Ro-
mans, had moveable towers, built

of wood, and of fuch a height,

that the tops of them overlooked

the battlements of the city. They
were covered with raw hides, to

prevent their being burnt ; and
had alfo a network of ropes which
hung before them, and was in-

tended to deaden the violence of

the ftones, that were thrown a-

gainft them from the engines of

the befieged. Thofe engines were

called by this author petraria, but

were the balijles of the ancients

;

and, according to his account of

them, their force was prodigious:

they threw ftones of a vaft weight,

and were employed by the befieg-

ers to batter the walls, as by the

befieged to defend them. He like-

wife mentions thecrofs-bow among
the weapons made ufe of in that

fiege. It had been introduced in-

to England by William the Con-
queror, who greatly availed him-

felf of it, at the battle of Haftings

:

bu: the fecond Lateran. council

having forbidden it in wars be-
tween Chriitian nations, it was
laid afide in this country, during
the reigns of king Stephen and of
Henry the Second. Neverthelefs
Richard the Firft, at his return
out of Palefline, brought it again
into France, very fatally for him-
felf, as he was killed foon after-
wards by an arrow fliot out of that
engine.

The manner of fortifying towns
and caftles, as well as the methods
both of attack and defence, were
ftiil much the fame as had been
ufed by the Romans: but the ar-
mies differed much from thofe of
that people; for their principal
ftrength was in the cavalry; where-
as, among the Romans, it was in
the legions, which were chiefly
compoled of infantry. And tin*
variation produced others, in the
manner of fighting, and of rang-
ing the troops. Yet, upon many
occafions, the horfemen difmount-
ed to fight on foot; and this feems
to have been done by the Eng-
lilh more frequently than by moft
other nations. The infantry, for
the molt part, were archers and
{lingers ; nor were there any in
the world more excellent at that
time than thofe belonging to this

ifland, the Normans having com-
municated their fkill to the Saxons,
and the Welfh being famous for

ftrength, and dexterity in draw-
ing the bow. The offenfive arms
of the cavalry were lances and
fwords: but they alfo ufed battle-
axes, and maces of different forts;

and fome fought with ponderous
mallets or clubs of iron. I can-
not better defcribe their defenfivc
armour, than by translating the
words of a contemporary hiftorian,

who has given an account of the

manner.
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manner in which the order of

knightho d was conferred on the

father of king Henry the Second.
" Miey put on him (fays that au-
*' thor) an incomparable haher-
" geon, compofed of double plates

" or fcoilops of Heel, which noar-
" row or lance could penetrate.

" They gave him cuiihes, or boots

" of iron, made equally llrong.

•' They put gilt fpurs on his feet,

" and hung on his neck a fltield,

" or buckler, on which lions of
" gold were painted. On his

" head they placed a helmet,

" which glittered all over with
*' precious Hones, and was fo well

" forged, that no fword could
•* cleave or pierce it."

This ajmcur, it may be pre-

fumed, was richer than that of or-

dinary knights, and of more ex-

cellent workmanfhip in the temper

of the Heel; but in other refpecls

much the fame. The habergeons,

or coats of mail, were different

from the cuirafles ufed in later

times, being formed of double

plates of iron, and covering the

arms and moulders of the knights,

as well as their bodies. Under
thefe they wore other coats, of lea-

ther, or of taffety, quilted with

wool. The feveral parts cf the

outward armour were fo artfully

joined, that the whole man was

defended by it from head to foot,

and rendered almo(t invulnerable,

except by contufions, or by the

point of a lance or fword running

into his eye, through the holes

that were left for fight in the vizor

of the helmet: but if it happened

that the horfe was killed or thrown

down, or that the rider was dif-

mounted, he could make but little

reli fiance, and was either taken

prifoner, or flain on the ground

7

with fhort daggers, which were"

ufually worn by the horfemen for

that purpofc. It being cullomary
for all who were taken in war to

ranfom themfelves with furns of
money, which were generally paid
to thofe who took them in propor-
tion to the rank of the captives,

good quarter was given.

There is a remarkable pafTa?e,

relating to this fubject, in Oderi-
cus \i talis, a writer contemporary
with king Henry the Firft, He
tells us, that, in a battle between
Louis le Gros and that prince, of
which an account has been given
in a former part of this work, nine
hundred knights were engaged,
and only two of them killed :

" becaufe (fays the hitlorian) they
" were cioathed all over with iron,

" and from their fear of God, and
" the acquaintance they had con-
" traded by living together, they
" fpared one another, and rather
" defired to take than kill thofe
" who fled." Some battles in Ita-

ly, which Machiavel has defcrib-

ed as fought by the mercenary
bands of that country, in the four-

teenth and fifteenth centuries, were
of the fame kind. But it muft be
obferved, that one of the reafons

here given by Crdericus Vitalis,

why fo few of the knights, or men
at arms, were flain in this a&ion,
viz. that they fpared one another,

out of regard to the acquaintance

they had contracted by living to-

gether, did not hold in engage-
ments between different nations,

that were not fo connected as the

French and Normans; nor in civit

wars, where the animofity is in-

creafed, not diminiihed, by the

knowledge which the adverfe par-

ties have of each other: and there-

fore in thefe we do not find that

thu
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the battles were fo harmlefs : yet

the greateft flaughter was general-

v ly made of the foot, who were nei-

ther fo well armed for defence as

the knigh ts, nor able to pay fo high

a price for their ranfoms.

Roger de Hoveden fpeaks of

horfes covered with armour in the

reign of Richard the Firft : but I

find no mention thereof in the

times of which I write ; and that

they were not ufually fo armed in

the reign of Henry the Firft, may
be proved from an adtion before

related, between Odo de Eorleng,

and the barons of Normandy, who
had revolted againft that prince,

in which all the horfes of the re-

bels were killed by the arrows of
the Engiilh, though not one of the

riders was wounded.
,

In the above- recited paffage,

concerning the arms that were
given to Geoffry Plantagenet,

when he received the order of
knighthood, it is faid, «• they
" brought him a lance of afh, arm-
•' ed with the fteel of Poitou, and
** a fword from the royal treafure,

" where it had been laid up from
•* old times, being the workman-
" fhip of Galan, the mcft excel-
" lent of all fwordfmiths, who
" had axerted in forging it his ut-

'* mod art and labour." A fkil-

ful fwordfmith was then fo necef-

fary to a warrior, that it is no
wonder the name of one who ex-
celled in his profeflion fliould be
thus recorded in hiftory, and a
fword of his making depofitcd in

the treafury of a king. It muft
be obferved, that, in thofe days,

a fuperior degree of bodily ftrength

gave a double advantage: for the

ftrongeft knight could wear the
heavieft armour ; whereby he was
better /ecured than others againft

Vol. X.

the weapons of an enemy; and at

the fame time he could wield the

moft ponderous weapons, which
the armour of others was unable
to refift. This advantage was ftill

encreafed, if his Avord was finely

tempered, and his defensive arms
were rendered more impenetrable
by the fk.il! of the armourer in pre-
paring the fteel. Thus fome ex-
traordinary adls of perfonal valour,

which are related in our ancient
hiflories, and feem to us quite in-

credible, may indeed be true. A
iingle man, in a narrow pafs, may
have defended it 2gainft a great
number of aflailants ; and the fuc.

cefs of a battle may have fome-
times been decided by the particu-
lar prowefs of a few knights, or
men at arms. GeofFry de Vine-
fauf, in his account of the crufade
againft Saladin, makes the officers

of the Turkifh forces fay to that
prince, in excufe of their having
been beaten in an engagement with
the Engiilh, that they could not hurt
the enemy, who were not armed as
they were, hut with impenetrable

armour, which yielded to no wea-
pons ; fo that in ajjaulting them they

festned to firike againft jlints. The
fame author deicribes the Turk3
in another part of his bcok, as be-
ing armed vety flightly, but bear-
ing a quiver lull of arrows, a club
fet thick with fharp fpikes, a
fword, a light javelin, and a ftiort

dagger or knife. Yet it appears,
from his own relations of feveral

battles, that with thefe weapons
they often killed a great number
of the Chriftians : and therefore
we muft underftand the pafTao-e

before cited with fome allowance
for a degree of exaggeration. We
aifo find that the armour of the

knights in thofe days was not al-

T way*
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ways proof againft arrows from

Welfh or Englilh bows. And
fuch violent ftrokes were given

\vith maces and clubs of iron, as

no helmets could rehfr.. Befides

the heavy cavalry, there was a fort

of light-horfe, that only wore an

habergeon and fcull-cap of tVr.t

metal. Some of the infantry had

aKo fcull-caps and j^quettcs of

mail, with targets of wood, or

light bread-plate*. It was cufto-

mary for knights to bear their

coats of arms painted, either up-

on the rim 1

;, or in the middle of

their fliields ; and their helmets

were adorned with different crefb,

which, together wi-h the arms,

remained to their families. Some
good authors have afcribed the

origin of this cultom, from whence
the modern fcience of heraldry was
derived, to the inflitution of tilts

and tournaments, in the tenth cen-

tury : but others date it from the

crufade under Godfrey of Bouil-

lon, when the cor.fufion arifing

from fo great a number of noble-

men of different nations ferving

together, made them invent thefe

diftin&ions. A late ingenious

French writer has very juitiy ob-

ferved, that wearing fuch enfigns

on their fhields, and appropriat-

ing them to diftinguifh particular

families, could not have been the

general practice in Europe, till

after the death of William the

Conqueror : for, if it had, his fon

Robert muil have known him by
his armour, and could not have
ignorantly thrown him to the

ground, as hath been related in the

bock prefived to this hiftory.

Tilts and tournaments, we are

told, were firft introduced into

Germany by the emperor Hen-
ry, furnamed the Fowler, who

GISTER, 1767.

died in the year nine hundred and
thirty-fix; and who, among other
ordinances relating to thofe fport.-,

forbad the admitting of any per-

fon to jouft, who could not
;

a nobility of four defcents. Soon
afterwards they were brought into

England by King Edgar ; and, in

the following century, were ella-

blilhed all over France. GeofFry
de Preuilly, a baron of Anjou, is

mentioned in fome of the hifto-

ries or chronicles of that age, as

the firil who introduced them into

that kingdom : but Father Daniel
rather thinks, that he only drew
up a code of laws, by which they
were regulated : and that thofe

regulations had been fettled by the

king and the nobility in their

aflemblies.

Thefe entertainments are juftly

called, by fome of our ancient hif-

torians, military exercifes and pre-

ludes of war. For they were of
very great ufe to inftrutt the nobi-

lity in all the methods of fighting

which prevailed at that time, but
efpecially in the dextrous manage-
ment of their horfes and lances.

They alfo kept up a martial difpo-

fition, and an eager emulation for

military glory, in time of peace.

But, as they were frequently at-

tended with accidents fatal to the

lives of the combatants, Pope In-

nocent the Second and Eugenius
the Third made canons againll

them, by which all who mould
die in them were denud Chriftian

burial. Yet, notwithstanding the

feverity of this prohibition, they

continued in France; and a fevv

of them were held under King Ste-

phen in England : but Henry the

Second, from the humanity of his

nature ; or, perhaps, to fhew his

refpeft for the authority of the

church,
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church, where the intereft of the

flate did not absolutely oppofe it,

moll flriclly forbad them. His
fons revived the practice of them,

efpecially his fucceffer, Richard ;

whofe ardour for them was vio-

lent ; becaufe no perfon excelled

in them more than himfelf: nor

did they entirely ceafe in Eng-
land till the latter end of the

fixteenth century : for, in the year

fifteen hundred and feventy-two,

among other pomps for the enter-

tainment of the duke of Anjou,

Queen Elizabeth held a tourna-

ment in the tilt-yard at London,
where Sir Philip Sidney won the

prize: and caroufals, another mode
of them, but not fo dangerous,

continued in ufe under James and
Charles the Firlk It muft be like-

wife remarked, that alcho' tour-

naments were prohibited by King
Henry the Second, the exer-

cifes praclifed there, and the

emulation excited by them, were
not intermitted during the courfe

of his reign. A contemporary
writer informs us, in giving an

account of the city of London,
that, on every Sunday in Lent, the

fons of the citizens fallied forth

in troops from the gates, mount-
ed on war-horfes, and armed with

fiiields and lances, or, inllead of
lances, with javelins, the iron of

which was taken off, in order to

exercile themfelvesin areprefenta-

tion and image of war, by mock-
iights, and other acts of military

contention. He adds too, that

many courtiers, from the neigh-

bouring palace, and young gen-

tlemen of noble families, who had
ot yet been knighted, came to

combat with them, on thefc oc-

cafions. It cannot be doubted,

that thofe noblemen, who had
been honoured with knighthood,
had proper places of exercife, for

keeping up their (kill in horfeman-
Ihip, and the dexterity they had
acquired in the management of
their arms. The abovementioned
author fays further, that on every
holiday, throughout the whola
fummer, it was ufual for the young
citizens to go out into the fields,

and pra&ife archery, wreltling,

throwing of Hones and miflile

weapons, with other fuch martial
fports. A n.d, during the feftival

of Eafter, they reprefented a kind
of naval fight on the river Thames.
The moil particular and authen-

tic account I have met with of
the navies in thofe days, and alfo

of the manner of fighting at fea,

is in the before-cited hiltory of
Geoffry de Vinefauf. From his
defcription it appears, that the
fhips of war were all galties; buc
he fays, that in his time they had
generally no more than two rows
of oars : and he adds, that the
veilel, which the Romans called
Libuma, was then named a galley;
being long, narrow, and low-
built. To the prow was affixed a
piece of wood, commonly theri

called a /pur, but by the ancients,

a rojlrum; which was defigned to
ilrike and pierce the fhips of the
enemy ; but there were alfo lefler

gallies, with only one tier of oars;
which being lhorter, and there-
fore moved with greater facility,

were fitter for throwing wild-fire,

and made ufe of to that purpofe.
The fame writer has related all the
circumftances of a fea-fighr, which
the Chriflians, who were going to

the fiege of Ptolemais, had with
the Turks, on that coaft. He
T 2 jelli
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tells us, that when the fleets were
advancing to engage, that of the

Chriftians was drawn up, not in a

ftrait line of battle, but in a crtT-

cent or half-moon; to the intent

that, if the enemy (hou!d attempt
to break in, they might be inclofed

in that curve, and confequently

overpowered. In the front of the

half-moon (that is, at ibe two
ends of the curve) the Chriftians

placed their ftrongeft galleys, that

they might attack with more ala-

crity, and better repel the attacks

of the enemy. On the upper deck
of each galley the foldiers belong-

ing to it were drawn up in a cir-

cle, with their bucklers clofely

joined ; and on the lower deck
the rowers fat all together, fo that

thofe who were to fight, and were
placed above for that purpofe,

might have the more room. The
action began, on both fides, with

a difcharge of their miflile wea-
pons : then the Chriftians rowed
forwards, as fwiftly as they could,

and fhocked the enemy's galleys

with the fpurs or beaks of theirs

:

after which they came to clofe

lighting ; the oppefite oars were

mixed and entangled together ;

they fixed the galleys to each other

by grappling irons thrown out on
both fides ; and fired the planks

with a kind of burning oil, com-
monly called Greek voild-flre. The
account which the fame hiftorian

gives of that ivi/d-flre is worth
tranferibing. His words are thefe :

" With a pernicious ftencb and livid
*

' flames it con/umes even flint and
f* iron : nor can it be extinguijhed
** by water : h.J by fprinkling Jand
" upon it the violence of it may be
" abated % and vinegar pouted upon
* (

it will put it out."

We know of none fuch at pr«-

fent. The compofition was firfr.

difcovcred by Callinicus, an archi-

tect, who came from Syria to Con-
ftantinople; and the Greek em-
perors, for fome time, kept the fe-

cret to themfelvcs. Conftantinc

Porphyrogenitus, in his treatife oa
the administration of the empire,

which he dedicated to his fon, ad-

vifes that prince to anfwer the bar-

barians, who Ihould defire him to

give them any of the Greek flref

that he was not allowed to part

with it, becaufe an angel, voho gave
it tt Conflantine the Great, com~

manded him to refufe it to all other

nations. While this advice wat
adhered to, the wild-fire proved of
great ufe to the defence of the em-
pire; feveral fleets, which came
to invade Conftantinople, having
been burnt and deftroyed by it

:

but it appears by the paffage above-

quoted, that in the twelfth century

the fecret was known to many
ather nations, and even to the Ma-
hometans. I find alfo that it was
ufed io the attack and defence of
towns and caftles.

The Saxon chronicle tells us,

that King Alfred, to oppofe the

invasions of the Danes, ordered a

number of fhips, or rather galleys,

to be built upon a new model, dif-

ferent from thofe which were ufed

by that nation, or by the Frifons ;

being higher than any of theirs,

and almoft twice as long ; better

failors, more fteady, and more pro-

per for war. Of thefe fome had
fixty oars, and others more. Ex-
perience fhewed that they were fu-

perior to any of thofe fhips, with

which the northern corfairs had in-

fefted the coaits of England, till

this admirable prince, whofe genius

and
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and application to whatever might
conduce to the benefit of the pub-
lick inilrufted his fubjecls in all

kinds of ufeful knowledge, made
this improvement in the naval ar-

chitecture of the Anglo-Saxons.
His fon, and grandfons, after the

wife example he had fet them, kept

up very ftrong fleets, which not

only protected, but enlarged their

dominions. And (if we may be-

lieve the accounts of fome ancient

hiftorians) his great grandfon Ed-
gar raifed the maritime force of

England to fuch a degree, as can-

not be paralleled in the hiftory of

any other nation. They tell us,

that this monarch had three feve-

ral fleets, each of twelve hundred
fail, and all flout fhips, which
wereftaticned to guard the different

coafts of his kingdom ; and that

every year he cruifed in each of
thefe fquadrons,fo as to make,with-
in that time, the whole tour of the

iiland. Ifthefe fhips had been built

upon the fame model as Alfred's,

the number of rowers aboard of
them, allowing but one to each oar,

would have exceeded two hundred
thoufand, befides the mariners that

were necefiary to manage the fails,

and foldiers for battle. But fup-

pofing that three in four of them
were of a much fmaller fize, and
carried no more than four and
twenty men each, which was the

loweft complement of any that we
read of in thofe days, the number
is flill greater than England, not

united either with Scotland or

Wales, could poffibly fnrnifh, to

be kept, as it is faid thefe were, in

conflant employment. I am there-

fore furprifed that Mr. Selden, in

one of his moft important-and ela-

borate works, fhould feem to have

given credit to this account, which

certainly is exaggerated very h.r

beyond the truth : though it is pro-

bable that King Edgar had a much
ftronger fleet, and more cor.ftantly

maintained on ail the coaftj of his

kingdom, than moft of his prede-

ceflbrs ; becaufe we 'find that h«
enjoyed a fettled peace through
the whole conrfe of his reign, un-
molefted by any of the people of
the North, or other foreign ilates.

Yet he had not been dead above
fix or feven years when the naval
power of theEnglifn was fo ftrange-

ly reduced, or fo ill managed, that

a Daniih fquadron of feyen fliips

was able to infill t fome parts of
their coaft, and to plunder their

town of Southampton. Nor did the

lofs and difhonour which the nation

had fuftained by this defcent, ex-

cite them to reftore, or better re-

gulate, their maritime forces. For,

ten years afterwards, Ethelred, or

rather thofe who had the direction

of public bufinefs, during the

tender years of that prince, could
find no means of delivering th«

kingdom from thefe invaders, but
by giving them money; for tha

railing of which a new tax, called

danegtld, wasimpofed on the people.

The natural effect of this timid
meafure was to draw on other in-

vafions. They accordingly hap-
peaed ; and more compofitioni 0/

the fame natare were exacted, each
new payment bei«g higher than .

the foregoing ; fo that from ten

thoufand they came to eight and
forty thoufand fouads^ a great

fum in thofe days 1 One vigorous

effort was indeed made by Ethel-

red, in the year one thoufand and
eight, to free himfelf and his. peo-'

pie from this infamous tribute, by
a general tax on all the land of tha

kingdom, for the fitting out of a

T 3 fleet,
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fleet, which might effectually guard cept forty fhips, which he retained

it againit the Danes. Every three to fecure his new-acquired domi-

hundr°d and ten hides of land was nions; but, in the year one thou-

charged to furnifh a galley of three far.d and twenty-eight, he carried

rows of ^ars, and every eight hides with him to Norway fifty-five (hips

to p.oviue a coat of mail ind a of war, which his Englifh thanes

helmet 5 which armour was for the provided for him, and by whick

foldier -, defigied to be employed he was enabled to conquer that

as marine:, aboard of the fleet, kingdom. His fon and fuccefibr,

This was done with the advice and Harold Harefoot, who reigued only

confent of the parliament, or <u)i- four years, laid a tax upon the

tena gemote : and the Saxon chro- Englifh, to maintain conftantly in

nicle tells us, that the number of his fervice fixteen {hips of war, al~

fnips built and equipt the next lowing eight marks to each rower,

year, by means of this impofition, according to the eflablifhment fet-

was greater than any that the Eng- tied by Canute. His brother Har-

lifh nation had ever furnilhed un- dicanute, encreafed that number to

der any former king. Mr. Selden fixty-two, with the fame allowance

obferves, that, according to a com- to each rower; for the defraying

putation made in Camden's Bri- of which thsre was paid, in the fe<-

iannia, from rolls of that age, the cond year of that king, twenty-one

number of hides of land in Eng- thoufand and ninety-nine pounds;

land did not exceed two hundred but prefently afterwards he reduc-

and forty three thoufand fix hun- ed the number of (hips to thirty-

dred; which makes the number two, and the charge to eleven thou-

of fhips obtained by this hidage fe- fand and forty-eight pounds. In

ven hundred and eighty five. This truth, it was not neceflfary that

apparently was a fleet fufficient to thefe Danilh princes fhould keep

have maintained the fovereignty of any great naval forces for the de-

our feas againii any other nation, fence of this ifland ; as they them-

Yet, by violent tempeits and wick- felves had the dominion of thofe

ed treachery, it was loon deflroy- northern countries, from whence
ed ; and the wretched expedient the former invafions and defcents

of compounding with the Danes had been made: and as no other

was again taken up; which at lad power, then exifting, could pre-

proceeded fo far, that, in the year tend to difpute with them the em-
one thoufand and twelve, the Eng- pire of the ocean.

lifh nobility, after paying the tri- Hiflorians relate that Earl God-
feute (though too 4ate to prevent win, to appeafe the anger of his

the enemy from over-running and fovereign, Hardicanute, for the

fubduing a great part of the king- fliare he had in the death of Alfred

dom) hired a fquadron of Danilh that prince's brother, prefented

fhips to guard their coafts again ft him with a (hip, the beak of which
the attack of other corfairs.. All v/as of gold, and which carried

England being foon afterwards fub- eighty foldiers, of whom every one
jefted to Canute, that prince, in had on each arm a golden bracelet,

the year one thoufand and eighteen, that weighed fixteen ounces; on
difmifTed all his Danifh fleet, ex- his head an iron helmet, gilt with

gold,
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gold, as were alfo the other ports

of his armour: on his lefc fhoul-

der a Danifh battle-axe, and in his

hand a javelin : which circum-

ltances I here mention, not fo

much on account of the richnefs of

the gift, as to ihew the number of

fbhiiers that, in thofe days, ferved

aboard of fhips of war, and how
they were aimed. For it may
reasonably be fuppofed, that this

galley was equipt in much the fame
manner as others were at that

time, except the peculiar magni-
ficence of the gold in the beak
and in the ornaments of the fol-

diers.

What was the ordinary ftrength

of the royal navy, from the times

of William the Conqueror to thofe

of Henry the Second i.iclufively,

or to what number of (hips it was
encreafed upon extraordinary exi-

gences, we are not well informed.

But it appears from a pafiage in the

Red Bcj.k of the Exchequer, that

the Cir.que Pert.',' during thofe

times, were obliged by their te-

nures, to provide fifty-two fhips,

an \ twenty-four men in each fhip,

for fifteen days, at their own char-

ge;, to defend the coafts, when
required. And not only thefe, but
other maritime, and even fome in-

land towns, held by the fame kind
of fervice. This feems to have
been the conftant fupport of the

navy: but upon extraordinary oc-

cafions danegeld was levied : and,

although at the end of that century

the name was loft, a like provi-

sion was often made, in every age,

by our parliaments, for the de-

fence of the Britifh feas and fecu-

rjty of the kingdom.
£t has been mentioned in a for-

mer part of this work, that the Eng-
lifl» fleet in the channel did Wil-

liam Rufusgood fervice againft his

brother; a great number of Nor-
mans, who were coming over to

fupport the pretenfions of the lat-

ter, having been deitroyed in their

paffage, by the (hips that guarded
the co<iii of SufTex ; which 10 inti-

midated Robert, that he durit not
attempt another embarkation. A
fufficient fleet was likewife fent by
Henry the Firft, at the beginning
of his reign, to oppofe that prince
in his pafl'age between Normandy
and England : but a part of it

joined him ; which enabled him to

land without difficulty ; and a
peace being foon concluded be-
tween the two brothers, this ifland

remained exempt from the inva-
fions of foreigners, or any alarm
of that nature, till the war excited

againft Henry by the fon of Duke
Robert obliged him again to pro-
vide for the defence of his realm,
by a proper exertion of its mari-
time power.

During the reign of Stephen the

Englifh navy declined much in its

ftrength, and wecannot wonder that
it did : for the long inteftine war,
which defolated the kingdom, ruin-
ed its commerce: without which it

is impoffibic for any prince to main-
tain a naval power. This was re-

ftored, and, probably, augmented,
by Henry the Second : yet it

feems, that, till the latter part of
his reign, he made no efforts to fit

out any powerful fleets ; becaufe,
being mafter of almoft all the
French coaft, and in clofe alliance

with the earls of Flanders and Bou-
jogne, he feared no invafion. For
the kings of Denmark had given
up all intentions of rene\T ing their

claim to England; nor did their

fubjecls, or any other of the nor-
thern nations, continue thofe pira-

T 4 tical
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tical expeditions, which had been
fo troublefome to the Englifhin for-

mer times. It Teemed therefore un-
neceflary for Henry the Second to

guard his coafts by great fleets;

and, being bulied upon the conti-

nent, hechiefly turned his thoughts
to the encreafing and ftrengthening
of his land-forces, which he might
better make ufe of, either to de-
fend or enlarge his territories in

France. GeoffVyde Vinefauf tells

us, that after king Richard the Firfl

had made himfelf matter of Cyprus,
when all his galleys were arrived

in one of the ports of that iflind,

the number of them, including
five which he had taken from the

Cypriots and added to his own,
amounted to a hundred ; whereof
iixty were fuperior to the common
armed galleys. And in another
place he fays, that a fleet fo fine,

and fo well provided, had never
been feen before. Befides the gal-
leys, Richard had with him, when
he failed from the harbour of Mef-
fina in Sicily, a hundred and fifty

great mips, which he ufed as trans-

ports, Thef;, we are told, he
1 aj felecled from all the flipping
jn the ports of England, Nor-
mand) , Poitou, zad his other ma-
ritime terrij ri< . That moft of
the gu'Ieys wjere built before the
death of his father I think very
probable ; for they could not other-
wife have been ready to put to
fea in {o fhert a time after. A
manufcript chronicle of the nge of
Henry the Third, cited by Spelman
in his Gloflary, fays, that fifty of
thefe were triremes, viz. galleys of
three rows of cwrs ; and that,

amor.v the other mips, thirteen,

diftingu; fiied there by the name of
bujjes, carried, each of them, three
malls. Upon the whole I pre-

fume, that the more namerou

fleets, mentioned before in the

Englilh hiftory, corfifted of veflels

much fmaller than this of Richard."
The following remarks on the

feudal fyllem are equally new and
curious.

" Is was a general maxim of the

feudal law, that a forfeiture cf the

property of ths lord in the fief,

end of all his dominion over his

vaflal, was as necefl'ary an effect of

any great breach or neglect of the

duty which he owed to his vaflal,

as the forfeiture of the fief was of a

flmilar crime or neglect in the

vaflal. Indeed this principle, which
is fo confonant to natural equity

and natural liberty, was the corner

Hone of the whole policy fettled in

Englandby the Normans. So that

our kings, confidered as feudal

lords of this kingdom, were bound
no lefs to protect their vaflals in

all their jufl rights and privileges,

than their vaflals were to ferve

them ; and a failure, on either

fide, in thefe reciprocal duties, de-

ftroyed the connection, and dif-

fclved the obligations of the party

offended. The inferior vaflals, in

all degrees of fubinfeudatien, were
likewife, by virtue of the above-
mentioned maxim, entirely freed

from the bond of their homage and
fealty >.o their reflective lords, if

thefe did not acquit themfelves of
what they owed to them, agreeably

to the nature and conditions of

their original compact. It is there-

fore very apparent, that the fpirit

of this fyftem was moil abhorrent

from tyranny, and that the plan

of it, in all its feveral parts, was
defigned as much to reflfl any op-

preflive exertion of power within,

as any attacks from foreign ene-

mies."

We ihall now give our reader*

his Lord (hip's curious account of

to
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ll.e martyrdom of Becket, as it

was called.

*« While he (Becket) was thus

preparing himfdf for that mar-

tyrdom which he faid he expe&ed,

the srchbifhop of York and the

bifhops of London and Salifbury

had gone over to Normandy, and

at the feet of the king implored

his juftice and clemency, for them-

felves, for his whole clergy, and

for his kingdom. When he had

heard their complain's he was ex-

tremely incenfed, and faid, that,

if all mho confented to bis Jen's co-

ronation were to be excommunicated ;

by the eyes cf God, he him/elf Jbbuld

not be excepted. The archbiihop

however entreated him to proceed

with difcretion and temper in this

bufmefs. But not being able to

mailer the violence of his paflion,

he broke out into furious expref-

iions of anger, faying, " that a
«' man whom he had raifed from the

f* duft trampled upon the whole
«' kingdom, dNhonoured the whole
** royal family, had driven him and
!* his children from the throne, and.

f* triumphed there unremitted ; and,
" that be was very unfortunate /<?

'
' have maintainedjo many cowardly

f and ungrateful men in his court,

" none of whom wcvLi revenge hint

t' ofthe injuries heJujlainedj'rem one

" turbulent priejl." Having thus

vented his rage, he thought no
more of what he had faid ; but, un-

happily for him, his words were

taken nptice of, by fome of thole

pefts of a court, who are ready to

catch at every occafion of ferving

the paffions of a prince to the pre-

judice of his honour and intereft.

Four gentlemen of his bedcham-
ber, knight3 and barons of the

kingdom, Reginald Fitzurfe, Wil-
liam de Tracey, Hugh de More-

ville, and Richard Brito, making
no difference between a fally of
anger, and a fettled intention to

command a wicked aclion, thought
they fhould much oblige the king
by murdering Becket. Never-
thelefs it appears, that they rather

defired to induce that prelate, by
threats and pretended orders from
the king, to take off the cenfures

which he had laid on the bilhops ;

or, in cafe of his refufal, to carry

him forcibly out of the kingdom:
but if, from his refii'ance, they
could not fucceed in either of thefe

purpofes, they refolved, and even
bound themfelves by an execrable

oath, to put him to death. Thus
determined they palled hafiily o-
ver to England, without the king's
knowledge, and went to a caitle

belonging to Ranulf de Broc, a-

bout fix miles from Canterbury,
where they ftaid all the night, in

confutation with him and Robert
his brother, by what methods they
fhould execute their flagitious un-
dertaking. Ranulf had under his

orders a band of foldiers, who had
been employed for fome time in

guarding the cosft". They agreed
to take along with them a num-
ber of thefe, fufficient to hinder
the citizens of Canterbury, or
any of the kr.ights of Eecket's

houfehold, from attempting to aid

him; and on the following day,
being the twenty-ninth of Decem-
ber in the year eleven hundred
and feventy, they came to Can-
terbury, concealing their arms as

much as was poffible, and dividing
their followers into many fmall

parties, that they might give no
alarm. Prefently afterwards tha

four knights entered the cattle un-
armed, and a meffage being fent

by thera to acquaint the archbi-

ihop.
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ifcop, that they were come to fpeak

with him on the part of the king

their mailer, he admitted them
into his chamber, where they

found him in converfation with

feme of his clergy. They fat down
fcefore him without returning his

falotation; and, after a long fi-

Jence, Reginald Fitzurfe faid to

fiim, " We bring you orJers
•« from the king. Will you hear
•* them in publick, or in pri-

•' vater" Becket anfwered, " that

*' fhouidbe as pleafed them bell."

Fitzune then defiling him to dif-

mifs all his company, he bid them
leave the room ; but the porter

kept the door open ; and after

the above-mentioned gentleman

tad delivered a part of what he

called the king's orders, Becker,

fearing fome violence from the

tough manner in which he fpoke,

called in again all the clergy who
•were in the antichamber, and told

the four knights, that whatever
they had to inform him of might
be faid in their prefence. Where-
upon Fitzurfe commanded him in

the name of the king to releafe

the excommunicated and fufpend-

ed bifhops. He faid, the pope,

rot he, had patted that fentence

upon them, nor was it in his pow-
er to take it off. They replied,

it was inflicted by his procure-

ment. To which he boldly made
anAver, that if the pope had been

pleafed thus to revenge the injury

done to the church, he confell, it

did not difphafi him. Thefe words
gave occaiiuii to very bitter re-

proaches from the rage of Fitzurfe.

He charged thebifnop with having
violated the reconciliation fo lately

concluded, and having formed a

def:gn to tear tbs crown from tbt

head of the young king. Becket
made an Twer, thac Jdving the ho-

nettr of God, and his oivn foul, he
earnellly defired to place many
more crowns upon the head of that

prince, inllead of taking this off,

and loved him more tenderly than

any other man could except his

royal father.

A vehement difpute then arofe

between Fitzurfe and him, about

fome words which he affirmed the

king to have fpoken, on the day
when his peace was made, per-

mitting him to obtain what repa-

ration of juilice he could from the

pope, againit thofe - bilhops who
had invaded the rights of his fee,

and even promifing to affiir, him
therein ; for the truth of which he
appealed to Fitzurfe himfelf, as

having been preient. But that

gentleman conftantly denied that

he h<.d heard it, or any thing like

it ; and urged the great improba-
bility that the king ihould h..ve

consented to give up his friends

to Becket's revenge, for what they

did by his orders. And certainly,

if it was true, one cannot but

wonder, that the archbifliop Ihould

not have mentioned it in any one

of his letters, and particularly in

the account which he wrote to the

pope of all that palled on that day !

The words he repeated there, as

fpoken by Henry, even admitting

that they were given without any
exaggeration, would not autbo-

rife the conftrucuon he new put

upon them. But that he himielf

did not believe he had fuch a com-
miffion, appears from the appre-

henfions he exprefl to his Holinefs,

in a fubfetjuent letter, of the of-

fence that he Ihould give to the

king by thele acts, and from the

ex.
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extraordinary care he took to con-

ceal his intention till after he had
performed it.

Their converfation concerning

this mstter being ended, the four

knights declared to him, it was

the king's command, that he and

all who belonged to him mould
depart out of the kingdom : for

that neither he nor his ihoiild any

longer enjov the peace he had

broken. He replied, that he

would never again put the fea be-

tween him anJ his church : add-

ing, that it would not have been

for the honour of the king to have

fent fuch an order. They faid,

they would prove that they

brought it from the king, and
urged, as a reafon for it, Becket's

having opprobricufly call out of

the church, at the inftigation of

his own furious padions, the mi-
nifters and domellick fervants of
the king ; whereas he ought to

have left their examination and
punilhment to the royal juitice.

He anfwered with warmth, that

if any man whatfoever prefumed
to infringe the laws of the holy Ro-
man fee, or the rights of the

church of Chrift, and did not

voluntarily make fatisfattion, he
wou!d not fpare fuch an offender,

nor delay any longer to pronounce

ecclefiaitical cenfures againft him.

They immediately rofe up, and
going nearer to him, faid, *' We
•f give you notice that you have
%t foken to the peril of your head."

His anfwer was, " Are you come
* e to kill me ? 1 have committed my
" cauje to the Jupremejudge of all,

" and am therefore unmoved at your
" threats. Nor are your /-words
" more ready to Jlrike than my mind
[' is tofuffer martyrdom." At thefe

words one of them turned to the
ecclefialticks there prefent, and in
the name of the king commanded
them to fecure the perfon of Bec-
ket; declaring, they mould anfwer
for him, if he efcaped. Which,
being heard by him, he i.fked the
knights, " Why any of therm
" fhould imagine he intended to
" fly? Neither for fear of the king,
" nor of any one living, ivill I
" (faid he) be driven toflight. I
" came not hither to fly, but tofland
" the malice of the impious, and the
" rage of ajfafiins." Upon this

they went out, and commanded
the knights of his houfhold, at
the peril of their lives, to go with,

them, and wait the event in fi-

lence and tranquillity. Proclama-
tion was likewife made to the fame
effect in the city. After their de-
parture John of Salifbury reproved
the primate for having fpoken to

them fo fharply, and told him,
be would have done better, if he
had taken counfel of his friends

what anfwer to make. But he re-

plied, " There is no want of more
" counfel. What I ought to do I
" well know." Intelligence be-
ing brought to him that the four
knights were arming, he faid with
an air of unconcern, " What mat-
<f ters it? let them arm." Never,
thelefs fome of his fervants fhut and
barred the abbey - gate : after

which the monks who were with
him, alarmed at his danger, led

him into the church, where the
evening fervice was performing,
by a private way through the

cloyffers.

The knights were now come
before the gate of the abbey, and
would have broken it open with
inftruments they had brought for

« thac
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tbatpurpcfe: But Robert de Broc,

to whoui the houfe was better

known, {hewed them a pafLgs

through a window, by which they

got in, and not rinding Bucket in

any chamber of the palace, fol-

lowed him to the cathedral. When
the monks within favv them coming,
they haltened to lock the door

;

but the archbiihop forbad them to

do it, faying, " You ought not to

" make a cc.Jile of the church. It

" will proteel us fluffciently «zc.

*
' being /hut : nor did I come hither

" toreflfl, but to Suffer." Which
they not regarding* he himfelf

opened the door, called in fome of

the monks, who flood without,

and then went up to the high
eltar.

The knights, finding no ob-
stacle, rulhed into the choir, and
brandishing their weapons, ex-

claimed, " Where is Thomas
•* Becket? where is that traitor to

*' the king and kingdom V* at

whioh he making no anfwer, they

called out more loudly, " Where
t* is the archbiihop?" He then

turned and coming down the

fteps of the altar, *« Here am \,

" no traitor, but a prieft. What
" would you have with me? lam
" ready to Juffer in the name of him
" njoho redee?ned me 'with his blood.

" God forbid that 1 Jhould fly for
*' fear of your flwerds, or recede

f flromjuflice." They once more
commanded him to take off the

excommunication and fufpenfion

of the bifhops. He replied, « No
*' fatisfadlion has yet been made;
*• nor will I abfolve them. Then
«« (faid they) thou {halt- inftantly

f* die, according to thy defert.
•* 1 am ready to die (anfwered he)

f that the church may obtain liber(y

" and peace in my blood. But in
'* the nam* of God, 1forbid you to

" hurt any cf my people." They
now rumed upon him, and en-

deavoured to drag him out of the

church, with an intention (as they

afterwards declared themfelves) to

carry him in bonds to the king;
or, if they could not do that, to

kill him in a lefs facred place:

but he clinging faft to one of the

pillars- of the choir, they could

not force him from thence. Dur-
ing the ftruggle he (Look William
de Tracey fo roughly, that he al»

moft threw him down ; and as

Reginald Fitzurfe preit harder upon
him than any of the others, he

thruft him away, and called him
pimp. This opprobrious language

more enraged that violent man ;

he lifted up hi3-fword againft the

head of Becket, who then bowing
his neck, arrtl joining his hands

together, in a pofture of prayer,

recommended his own foul, and

the caufe of the church, to God,
and to the faints of that cathedral.

But one ef the monks of Canter-

bury interpo/ing his arm to ward
off the blow, it was almoft cut

off; and the archbiihop alfo was

wounded in the crown of his

head. He flood a fecond ftroke,

which likewife fell on his head, in

the fame devout pofture without

a motion, word, or groan : but,

after receiving a third, he fell

proftrate on his face ; and all the

accomplices preMing now to a

fhare in the murder, a piece of his

{kali was {truck off by Richard

Brito. Laftly, Hugh the fubdea-

con, who had joined himfelf to

them at Canterbury, fcooped oat

the brains of the dead archbiihop

with the point of a fwerd, and
fcau
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Scattered them over the pave-

ment.
Thus, in the fifty-third year of

his age, was afiaffinated Thomas
Becket ; a man of great talents,

of elevated thoughts, and of in-

vincible courage ; but of a moit

violent and turbulent fpirit ; ex-

cefllvely paflionate, haughty, and
vain glorious; in his refolutions

inflexible, in his refentments im-
placable. It cannot be denied that

he was guilty of a wilful and pre-

meditated perjury : that he op-
pofed the r.eceflary courfe of pub-
lic juftice, and acted in defiance

of the laws of his country ; laws

which he had moft folemnly ac-

knowledged and confirmed : nor
is it lefs evident, that, during the

heat of this difpute, he was in

the higheft degree ungrateful to a

very kind mailer, whole confi-

dence in him had been boundlefs,

and who from a private condition

had advanced him to be the fe-

cond man in his kingdom. On
what motives he acted can be cer-

tainly judged of by him alone, to

nvlcm all henrls are open. He
might be milled by the prejudices

of a bigotted age, and think he
was doing an acceptable fervice to

God, in contending, even to

death, for the utmoli excefs of

ecclefiaftical and papal authority.

Yet the ftrength of his under-

standing, his converfation in courts

and camps, among perfons whofe
notions were more free and en-

larged, the different colour of his

former life, and the fuddennefs of

the change which feemed to be

wrought in him upon his election

to Canterbury, would make one
/ufpect, as many did in the times

• herein he lived, that he only be-

came the champion of the church
from an ambitious defire of lharing

its power; a power more inde-

pendent on the favour of the king,
and therefore more agreeable to the

haughtinefs of his mind, than that

which he had enjoyed as a mi-
rifter of the crown. And this fuf-

picion is encreafed by the marks
of cunning and falfenefs, which.

are evidently feen in his conduct
on fome occaiions. Neither is ic

impoflible, that, when firft he af-

fumed his new character, he might
act the part of a zealot, merely
or principally from motives of ar-

rogance and ambition ; yet, af-

terwards, being engaged, and in-

flamed by the contelt, work hiru-

felf up into a real enthufiafm.
The continual praifes of thofe

with whom he acted, the honours
done him in his exile by all the
clergy of France, and the vanity
which appear fo predominant in

his mind, may have conduced to

operate fuch a change. He cer-

tainlv {hewed in the latter part of
his life a fpirit as fervent as the
warmeft enthufiaft's ; fuch a fpirit

indeed as confiitutes Ueroifm, when
it exerts itfelf in a caufe beneficial

to mankind. Had he defended
the eftablifhed laws of his country,
and the fundamental rules of civil

juftice, with as much zeal and
intrepidity as he oppofed them,
he would have deferved to be
ranked with thofe great men, whofe
virtues make one eaiily forget the

allay of fome natural imperfec-
tions : but, unhappily,, his good
qualities were fo mifapplied, that

they became no lefs hurtful to

the public weal of the king-
dom, than the wcrlt of hi*

vices.

Com-
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Commentaries on the Lwws of Eng-

land. Books tbefirjl and fecond ;

in tivo volumes quarto. By Wil-

liam Blackjlone, Efq ; Vinerian

ProfeJJ'or of Law, and Solicitor-

general to her Majejly. The fecond

edition. Oxford ;
printed at the

Clarendon prefs.

TH E Royal Prophet, fpeak-

ing of the divine law, fays,

that it was a light to the eyes of

the underftanding, which imparted

wifdom to the molt fimple.

It were much to be wifhed, that

what David thus laid of the laws

of God, could almoft with any
allowance, be faid of the laws of

men ; fo that while the univerfal

juftice, and extenfive principles, on

which they were founded, fhould

enlighten and enlarge the under-

ftanding of the wifeft, their com-
prehenfive clearnefs and perfpicui-

ty fhould give immediate infor-

mation and knowledge to the moft

fimple; and that mankind fhould

fear to break them, from a confci-

oufnefs of their apparent and un-

doubted equity, and a reverential

fenfe of the benefits which they

continually imparted. If even or-

dinary rulers, who are invefted

with an authority merely judicial

and executive, pretend to claim

fome refemblance to the Deity, in

the cafual difpenfation of law ; it

fhould certainly be the pare of

great legiflators of nations, to en-

deavour to refemble him in the

permanent eftablifhment of it.

It is unfortunate, that few hu-

man bodies of law, if any, can

be faid to poflefs perfpicuity, to-

gether with a ftritt regard to uni-

verfal juftice. Tnofe in which the

fains populi is, as it ought always

to be, principally confulted, are

often exceedingly dark, doubtful,

and intricate; whilft thofe, on the
other hand, in which any degree
of clearnefs is to be found, owe it

chiefly to the will of the fovereign

being prepolleroufly adopted, as a
meafure of a fubjecVs right.

Of thefe two evils, want of per-

fpicuity, and want of a ftritt re-

gard to univerfal juitice : the former
muft be allowed to be the moft to-

lerable, as it may be conquered by
an extraordinary degree of appli-

cation in fome of the members of
the community, while the afflu-

ence confequent on fecurity, and
created by it, will furnifh others

with the means, occafionally to pur-
chafe their knowledge and advice.

The latter evil nothing can com-
penfate for, except the temporary
hope of an extraordinary degree of
wifdom and goodnefs in the fove-

reign ; endowments littie to be ex-

pected and feldom to be found in

men, liable from their cradles to

imbibe the poifon of flattery, and
the intoxication of power.

It muft not however be difTem-

bled, but that in the former cafe,

the neceffity of fuch a tedious and
tirefome application, by one part

of the members of the community,
to acquire a knowledge of the laws

of their country, and the confe-

quent lofs of time and money,
which the others muft be at to pay
for the fruits of their labours,

which in fact, is to purchafe the pro-

tection of thole laws, are too apt to

weaken, and in time totally to wear
out of mens minds, that affedtion

and reverential awe, which we
ought to bear towards the laws of
our country. This habitual affec-

tion and awe is infinitely prefer-

able
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able to the multiplicity of penal

Sanctions, which are the reproach

of moil: fy Items of laws.

In this fituation of things we
muft ewe no trivial obligation to

any gentleman of abilities equal

to the talk, who will take the

pains to remove any part of the

obfeurity in which our fyftem of

law is involved, and thereby con-

tribute to render the whole more
intelligible. It will increafe this

obligation if we reflect, that the

law has been long locked on, as

the molt difagree;:ble of all itu-

dies; and of fo dry, difgufling,

heavy a nature, that fludents of

vivacity and genius were deter-

red from entering upon it, and
thole of a quite contrary call were

looked upon as the fittell to en-

counter the great difficulties which

attend a feience, which, how-
ever excellent in its principles.

Jay in fuch a Hate of rudenefs and
diforder.

Thefe obligations we owe to

Mr. Blackftone, who has entirely

cleared the law of England from
the rubbifh in which it was bu-
ried ; and now lhcws it to the pub-
lic, in a clear, concife, and intel-

ligible form. This mafterly writer

has not confined himfelf to dif-

charge the talk of a mere jurifcon-

f'ult ; he takes a wider range, and
unites the hifiorian and politician

with the lawyer. He traces the

firlt eltabliihjnent of our laws, de-

velopes the principles on which
they are grounded, examines their

propriety and efficacy, and fome-
times points out wherein they may
be altered for the better.

It is not to be denied, but that

many Jaw -writers have before

wrote treatifes, which were very

much to the purpofe; their infii-

tutes, their digefts, their abridge-

ments, and their dictionaries, have
all their ofe. But Mr. Black-

ftone is the full who has treated

the law of England as a liberal

feience. His commentaries, be-

fides affording equal instruction,

are infinitely better calculated to

render that inltruction agreeable.

His book may vie with the purity

and elegance of the writers of the

Roman Jaw in its bell age. They
are not, therefore, the fubjefts of
England only, or thofe that un-
derhand our language, that are

likely to be benefitted by this

work. It will probably be trans-

lated into others of the European
languages ; and become a difFufive

benefit, by bringing other nations

acquainted with the advantages of
a free confeitution.

Mr. Blackfione acquaints us ia

his preface, that he gave private

lectures on the laws of England
in the univerfity of Oxford, be-
fore Mr. Viner had left funds to

eftabliih public ones ; a circum-
itance greatly to his honour, as fo

able a lawyer could not fail of
employing his talents to much
greater advantage at the bar.

Upon the death of Mr. Viner, the
univerfity elected him firlt Vine-
rian profefTor ; and as this election

was an honour to the univerfity j

fo it was a happinefs to the me-
mory of Mr. Viner, that they had
fuch a man to elect.

Mr. Blackfione introduces what
he more immediately calls his

commentaries or lectures, with
four Sections. The firfl is on the

ftudy of the law, in which after

mentioning many motives of a
private nature, for its being made
more cr lefs part of almolt every

man's education, he very judi-

cioufiy
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cioufly points out one of a more
public confideration. After re-

marking, that all gentlemen of

fortune are in confequence of their

property, liable to be called upon

10 efbblifh the rights, to eltimate

the injuries, to weigh the accufa-

tion?, and foinetimes to difpofe of

the lives of their fellow-fubjects,

by ferving upon juries: That in

this fituation they have frequently

a right to decide, and that upon
their oath, queftions of nice im-

portance, in the folution of which

fome legal (kill is requifite ; efpe-

cially where the law and the fa£t,

as it often happens, are intimately

blended together ; he pertinently

adds : " And the general incapa-

city, even of our belt jurie5, to

do this with any tolerable proprie-

ty, has greatly debafed their au-

thority ; and has unavoidably

thrown more power into the hands

of judges, to direft, controul, and
even reverfe their verdicts, than

perhaps the conllitution intended."

This feftion concludes with a cu-

rious hiflory of the many ftruggles,

between our and the Roman (com-

monly called by way of excel-

lence, the civil) law, and the

great victory lately gained by the

former, by its being put, in confe-

quence of Mr. Viner's will, upon
an equal footing with the latter in

one of our univerfities.

The fecond feftion cf the in-

troduction, is on the nature of

laws in general. Jn this fedtion,

the Britiih conftitution is proved

to be the belt for the bulk of the

people; not only in fpite, but ra-

ther in confequence of the fhare

of monarchical power refiding in

the prince, and of ariitocratical

lodged in the nobles.

Ths thitd fec'tioii is on the law*

of England in general ; and th«
fourth treats of the countries fub-
jefl to thofe laws.

What Mr. Blackftone feems
more properly to confider as his

commentaries, is divided into two
books; the firft concerning the
rights or duties of perfons ; the

fecond concerning the rights of
things, or thofe rights which a
man may acquire, in and to fuch
external things, as are unconnected
with his perfon.

The firft book treats, in as many
different chapters, of the follow-

ing fubjedts. Of the abfolute

rights of individuals ; the parlia-

ment ; the king and his title ; the
king's royal family; the councils
belonging to the king; the king's
duties; the king's prerogative;
the king's revenue;—fubordinate

magiltrates ; the people, whether
aliens, denizens, or natives ; the
clergy ; the civil flate; the mili-

tary and maritime Hates ; mailers

and fervants; hufband and wife;
parent and child ; guardian and
ward ; corporations.

The fecond book treats, in fo

many different chapters likewife,

of property in general ; of real

property ; and firft of corporeal

hereditaments; of incorporeal he-

reditaments; of the feodal fyltems;

cf the ancient Englifh tenures; of
the modern Englifh tenures ; of
freehold eftates of inheritance ;

of freeholds not of inheritance;

of eltates lefs than freehold ; of
eltates upon condition ; of eftates

in pofleffion, remainder, and re-

veriion ; of eltates in feveralty,

joint tenancy, coparcenaiy, and
common ; of the title to thing*

real in general ; of title by de-

fcent; cf title by purchafe; and
fir If , by efcheat ; of title by occu-

pancy;
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pancy ; of title by profcription ;

of title by forfeiture ; of title by
aliena'ion; of alienation by deed;

of alienation by matter of record ;

of alif nation by fpecial cuftom ;

of alienation by devife ; of things

perfonal ; of property in things

perfonai ; of title to things perfo-

nal, by occupancy ; of title hy pre-

rogative, and forfeiture ; of title

by cuftom ; of title by fucceflion,

marriage, and judgment ; of title

by gift, grant, and contract ; of

title by bankruptcy ; of teftament,

and adminiftration.

Thefe divisions will, we appre-

hend, be found to be what the au-

thor intended them, neither too

large nor comprehenfive on the one

*iand, nor too trifling or minute

on the other ; both circumftances

equally productive of confufion.

It mull be added, that no book
perhaps was ever publilhed, that

brought down the matter of which

it treated fo near the time of publi-

cation, without the affiftance of
notes, as this does.

It now remains that we give

fome fpecimens of the work. The
judicious and elegant account he

gives of the nature and origin of

property, is fo curious, that we need
make no apology for inferting it at

length.

" There is nothing which fo ge-

nerally flakes the imagination,

and engages the atfeftions of man-
kind, as the right of property ; or

that fole and defpotic dominion

which one man claims and exer-

cifes over the external things of
the world, in total exclufion of
the right of any other individual

in the univerfe. And yet there

are very few that will give them-
felves the trouble to confider the

original and foundation of this

Vol. X.

right. Pleafed as we are with the

poiTeflion, we feem afraid to look

back to the means by which it was
-squired, as if fearful of fome de-

f .t in our title; or at belt- we reft

. .istud with the decifion of the

laws in our favour, without examin-
ing the reafon or authority upon
which thofe Jaws have been built.

We think it enough that oar .itle is

derived by the grant of t^e former
proprietor, by defcent from our an-

ceftors, or by the 'all will and telta-

ment of the dying owner; not car-

ing to reflecl that (accurately and
ftri&ly fpeaking) there is no foun-

dation in nature or in natural law,

why a fet of words upon parchment
fhould convey the dominion of
land ; why the fon fhould have a
right to exclude his fellow-creatures

from a determinate fpot of ground,

becaufe his father had done fo be-

fore him,; or why the occupier of

a particular field or of a jewel,

when lying on his death-bed and no
longer able to maintain poiT-ffion,

fhould be entitled to tell the rell of
the world which of t'nem fhould en-

joy it after him. Thefe enquiries,

it mult be owned, would be ufelefs

and even troublefome in common
life. It is well if the mafs of man-
kind will obey the laws whsn made,
without fcrutinizing too nicely into

the reafons of making them. But
when law is to be confidered not

only as matter of practice, but alio

as a rational fcience, it cannot be

improper or ufelefs to examine more
deeply the rudiments and grounds

of thefe pofitive conllitutions of fo-

ciety.

In the beginning of the world,

we are informed by holy writ, the

all- bountiful Creator gave to man
«' dominion over all the earth ; and
«« over the fifh of the fea, and

U " over



igo ANNUAL REGIS/TER, 1767.

" over the fowl of the air, and
" over every living thing that

" moveth upon the earth." This

is the only true and folid founda-

tion of man's dominion over exter-

nal things, whatever airy metaphy-

iical notions may have been ftarted

by fanciful writers upon this fub-

jecl. The earth therefore, and all

things therein, are the general pro-

perty of all mankind, exclufive of

other beings, from the immediate

gift of the creator. And, while the

earth continued bare of inhabitants,

it is reafonable to fuppofe, that all

was in common among them, and

that every one took from7
the pub-

lic ftock to his own ufe, fuch things

as his immediate neceflities re-

quired.

Thefe general notions of pro-

perty were then furhcient to aniwer

all the purpofes of human life

;

and might perhaps ftill have an-

faer'ed them, had it been poflible

for mankind to have remained in a

Aate of primaeval fimplicity : as

may be collected from the manners

of many American nations when

firll difcovered by the Europeans

;

and from the ancient method of

living among the firft Europeans

themfelves, if we may credit either

the memorials of them preferved

In the golden age of the poets, or

the uniform accounts given by

hiftorians of thofe times, wherein
" erant omnia communia et ittdivi/k

" omnibus, •veluti nnum cunciis pa-
" trimonium etfet" Not that this

communion of goods feems ever to

have been applicable, even in the

earlieft ages, to ought but thzfub-

Jiame of the thing; nor could be

extended to the ufe of it. For,

by the law of nature 'and reafon,

he who firft began to ufe it, ac-

quired therein a kind of tranfient

property, that lafted fo long as he
was ufing it, and no longer: or,

to fpeak with greater precifion,

the right of poffeflion continued

for the fame time only that the

act of poffeflion lafted. Thus the

ground was in common, and no
part of it was the permanent pro-

perty of any man in particular

:

yet whoever was in the occupation

of any determinate fpot of it, for

reft, for fliade, or the like, ac-

quired for the time a fort of ow-
nerfhip, from which it would have

been unjuft, and contrary to the

law of nature, to have driven him
by force; but the iniiar.t that he

quitted the ufe or occupation of it,

another might feife it without in-

juftice. Thus alfo a vine or other

tree might be faid to be in com-
mon, as all men were equaliy en-

titled to its produce; and yet any
private individual might gain the

ible property of the fruit, which
he had gathered for his own re-

paft. A doctrine well illuftrated

by Cicero, who compares the world

to a great theatre, which is common
to the public, and yet the place

which any man has taken is for the

time his own.

But when mankind increafed in

number, crafr, and ambition, it

became neceffary to entertain con-

ceptions of more permanent do-

minion ; and to appropriate to in-

dividuals not the immediate ufe

only, but the very fubfiance of the

thing to be ufed. Otherwife in-

numerable tumults mult have a-

rifen, and the good order of the

world been continually broken and

difturbed, while a variety of per-

fons were ftriving who fhould get

the firft occupation of the fam*
thing.



ACCOUNT OF BOOKS. 291

thing, or d'fputing which of them
had actually gained it. As human
life alfo grew more and more re-

fined, abundance of conveniencies

were deviled to render it more
eafy, cuninodious, and agreeable ;

as, habitations for fhelter and fafe-

ty, and raiment for warmth and
decency. But no man would be
at the trouble to provide either, fo

long as he had only an ufufructu-

ary property in them, which was
to ceafe the inftant that he quitted

poffeflion :—if, as foon as he walk-
ed out of his tent, or pulled off"

his garment, the next flranger who
came by would have a right to in-

habit the one, and to weir the

other. In the cafe of habitations

in particular, it was natural to ob-
ferve, that even the brute creation,

to whom every thing elfe was in

common, maintained a kind of
permanent property iu their dwel-
lings, efpecially for the protection

of their young ; that the birds of
the air had nelb, and the beads of
the field had caverns, the invafion

of which they efleemed a very fla-

grant injustice, and would facri-

fice their lives to preferve them.

Hence a property was foon efta-

blifhed in every man's houfe and
home-flail ; which feem to have
been originally mere temporary
huts or moveable cabins, fuited

to the defign of Providence for

more fpeedily peopling the earth,

and fuited to the wandering life

of their owners, before any exten-

iive property in the foil or ground
was eftablifhed. And there can

be no doubt, but that moveables

of every kind became fooner ap-

propriated than the permanent fub-

itantial foil : pardy becaufe they

were more fufceptible of a long oc-

cupancy, which might be conti-

nued for months together without

any fenfible interruption, and at

length by ufage ripen into an efta-

blilhed right : but principally be.7

caufe few of them could be fit for

ufe, till improved and meliorated

by the bodily labour of the occu-

pant : which bodily labour bellow-

ed upon any fubjeel which before

lay in common to all men, is uni-

versally allowed to give the faireft

and mod reafonable title to an ex-
clufive property therein.

The article of food was a more
immediate call, and therefore 3

more early confederation. Such,

as were not contented with the

fpontaneous product of the earth,

fought for a more folid refrefh-

ment in the flefh of beafls, which
they obtained by hunting. But
the frequent diiappointments, in-

cident to that method of provifion,

induced them to gather together

fuch animals as were of a more
tame and fequacious nature ; and
to eflablilh a permanent property

in their flocks and herds, in o der

to fuilain thcmfelves in a 1 fs pre-

carious manner, partly by the

milk of the dams, and partly by
the flefh of the young. The fup-

port of thefe their cattle made the
article of water alfo a very im-
portant point. And therefore the
book of Genefis (the mofl venera-
ble monument of antiquity, con-
fidered merely with a view to hif-

tory) will furnifh us with frequent
inftances of violent contentions

concerning wells ; the exclufive

property of which appears to have
been eflablrlhed in the firfl digger
or occupant, even in fuch places

where the ground and herbage re-

mained yet in common. Thus
U 2 wt
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we find Abraham, who was but a

fojourner, averting his right to a

well in the country of Abimelech,

and exacting an oath for his fecu-

lity, '• bccaufe he had digged
" that well." And Ifaac, about

ninety years afterwards, reclaimed

this Ms father's property ; and,

after much contention with the

Philiftines, was fuffered to enjoy it

in peace.

All this while the foil and paf-

ture of the earth remained ftill in

common as before, and open to

every occupant : except perhaps

in the neighbourhood of towns,

where the neceffity of a fole and

exclufive property in lafids (for

the fake of agriculture) was ear-

lier felt, and therefore more rea-

dily complied with. Otherwife,

when the multitude of men and
cattle had confumed every conve-

nience on one fpot of ground, it

was deemed a natural right to feife

upon and occupy fuch other- lands

as would more eafily fupply their

neceffities. This practice is ftill

retained among the wild and un-

cultivated nations that have never

been formed* into civil ftates, like

the Tartars and others in the eaft

;

where the climate itfelf, and the

boundlefs extent of their territory,

confpire to retain them ftill in the

fame favage ftate of vagrant liber-

ty, which was nniverlal in the

earlieft ages ; and which Tacitus

informs us continued among the

Germans till the decline of the

Roman empire. We have alfo a

ftriking example of the fame kind
in the hiftory of Abraham and his

nephew Lot- When their joint

fubftance became fo great, that

pafture and other conveniencies

jjrew fcarce, the natural confe-

quence was that a ftrife arofe be-
tween their feiVants; fo that it

was no longer practicable to dwell

together. This contention Abra-
ham thus endeavoured to compofe:
" let there be no ftrife, I pray
" thec, between thee and me. Js

" not the whole land before thee ?

" Separate thyfe'f, I pray thec,

" from me. If thou wilt take the

" left hand, then I will go to the

" right; or if thou depart to the
" right hand, then I will go to the
" left." This plainly implies an
acknowledged right, in either, to

occupy whatever ground he
;

ed, that was not pre-occupied by
other tribes. ** And Lot lifted

" up his eyes, and beheld all the

" plain of Jordan, that it was well

" watered every where, even as

" the garden of the Lord. Then
" Lot chofe him all the plain of
" Jordan, and journeyed eaft; and
" Abraham dwelt in the land of
" Canaan."
Upon the fame principle was

founded the right of migration, or

fending colonies to find out new
habitations, when the mother-

country was overcharged with in-

habitants ; which was practifed

as well by the Phenicians and
Greeks, as the Germans, Scy-

thians, and other northern peo-

ple. And fo long as it was con-

fined to the flocking and cultiva-

tion of defert uninhabited coun-

tries, it kept ftrictly within the

limits of the law of nature. But

how far the feifing on countries al-

ready peopled, and driving out or

roaflacring the innocent and de-

fencelefs natives, merely becaufe

they differed from their invaders

in language, in religion, in cuf-

toms, in government, or in co-

lour ,;
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lour ; how far fuch a conduct was
conSonant to nature, to reafon, or

to chriilianity, deferved well to be

confidered by thoSe, who have ren-

dered their names immortal by thus

civilizing mankind.

As the world by degrees grew
more populous, it daily became
more difficult to find out new Spots

to inhabit, without encroaching

upon former occupants ; and, by

conftantly occupying the fame in-

dividual fpot, the fruits of the

earth were confumed, and its fpon-

taneous produce deltroyed, with-

out any provision for a future Sup-

ply or fucceffion. It therefore be-

came ueceilary to purfue fome re-

gular method of providing a con-

usant Subiiflence; and this neceffi-

ty produced, or at leaft promoted
and encouraged, the art of agri-

culture. And the art of agricul-

ture, by a regular connection and

conSequence, introduced and efia-

blifhed the idea of a more perma-
nent property in the foil, than had
hitherto been received and adopted.

It was clear that the earth would
not produce her fruits in fufficient

quantities, without the afii.lance

of tillage : but who would be at

tMfc pains of tilling it, if another

might watch an opportunity to

ieile upon and enjoy the product of

his induilry, art, and labour? had
not therefore a feparate property

in lands, as well as moveables,

been veiled in fome individuals,

the world mud have continued a

foreft, and men have been mere
animals of prey ; which, accord-

ing to fome philofophers, is the

genuine ftate of nature. Whereas
now (fo gracioufly has Providence

interwoven our duty and our hap-
pineSs together) the refult of this

y^ry neceflkv has been the enno-

bling of the human Species, by
giving it opportunities of improv-
ing its rational faculties, as well as

of exerting its natural. Neceflity

begat property ; and, in order to

infure that property, recourfe was
had to civil Society, which brought
along with it a long train of inse-

parable concomitants ; Slates, go-
vernment, laws, puni(hments, and
the public exsreife of religious du-
ties. Thus connected together, it

was found that a part only of fo-

ciety was fufficient to provide, by
their manual labour, for the necef-

fary fubfiitence of all; and leifure

was given to others tb cultivate the

human mind, to invent ufeful arts,

and to lay the foundations of Sci-

ence.

The only quefUon remaining is,

how this property became actual-

ly veiled ; or what it is that gave
a man an exclufive right to retain

in a permanent manner that Speci-

fic land, which before belonged
generally to every body, but par-

ticularly to nobody. And, as we
before obferved that occupancy
gave the right to the temporary

ufe of the foil, fo it is agreed upon
all hands, that occupancy gave al-

fo the original right to the perma-
nent property iiv the fubfiance of
the earth itfelf; which excludes

every one elfe but the owner from
the ufe of it. There is indeed

fome difference among the writers

on natural law, concerning ths

reafon why occupany Should con-

vey this right, and inyefl one with

this abfolute property : Grotius

and PuffendorfF infilling, that thi»

right of occupany is founded up-

on a tacit and implied afient of
all mankind, , that the firit occu-

pant Should become the owner

;

and Barbeyrac, Titius, Mr. Locke,
U 3 and
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and others, holding, that there is

no fuch implied afTent, neither is

it nectflary that there lliould be

;

for that the very aft of occupancy,

alone, being a degic of bodily

labour, is from a principle of na-

tural juftice, witiiuut any consent

or compaft, fufficiei.t of itfelf to

gain a tide. A difpute that favours

too much of nice and fcholaftic re-

finement ! However, both fides

agree in this, that occupancy is

the thing by which the title was

in fad originally gained ; every

man feifing to his own continued

life fach fpots of ground as he

found moft agreeable to his own
convenience, provided he found

them unoccupied by any one

elfe.

Property, both in lands and

moveables, being thus originally

acquired by the firft taker, which

taking amounts to a declaration

that he intends to appropriate the

thing to his own ufe, it remains in

him, by the principles of univer-

fal law, till fuch time as he does

fome other aft which fhews an in-

tention to abandon it : for '.hen it

becomes, naturally fpeaking, pub-

lici juris once more, and is liable

to be again appropriated by the

next occupant. So if one is pcf-

fefled of a jewel, and calls it into

the fea, or a public highway, this

is fuch an exprefs dereiiftion, that

a property will be veiled in the

firft fortunate finder that will feife

it to his own ufe. But if he hides

it privately in the earth, or other

fecret place, and it is difcovered,

the finder acquires no property

therein ; for the owner hath not

by this aft declared any intention

to abandon it, but rather the con-

trary : and if he lofes or drops it

by accidcr.t, it cannot be collefted

fro . then«.< , hat he defigred to

quit e noil: fion ; and thereiore

ir fuch cafe ths property (till re-

mains v\ the lofer, who may claim

it again of ihe finder. And this,

we may remember, is the doctrine

of the law of t-nglan:'. with relation

to treafure trove.

but- this method, of one man's

abandoning his property, and a-

nother' (fifing the vacant poflef-

ficn, however well founded in

theory, could not long fuhfill in

raft. It was calculated merely

for the rudiments of civil fociety,

and neceflarily ceafed among the

complicated intereils and artificial

rciinements of polite and eila-

blifhed governments. In thefe it

was found, that what became in-

convenient or ufelefs to One man
was highly convenient and ufeful

to another ; who was ready to

give ia exchange for it fome equi-

valent, th:it was equally defirable

to the former proprietor. Thus
mutual coi renience introduced

commercial traffic, and the reci-

procal transfer of property by fale,

giant, or conveyance : which may
be confidered either as a conti-

nuance ,of the original pofieffion

which the firft occupant had ; Or

as an abandoning of the thing by
the prefent owner, and an imme-
diate fucceflive occupancy of the

fame by the new proprietor. The
voluntary dereliftion of the owner,

and delivering the poffrflion to an-

other individual, amount to a

transfer of the property ; the pro-

prietor declaring his intention no

longer to occupy the thing himfelf,

but that his own right of occu-

pancy (hall be veiled in the new

acquirer. Or, taken in the other

light,
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light, if I agree to part with an

acre of my land to Titius, the

deed of conveyance is an evidence

of my having abandoned the pro-

perty, and Titius, being the only

or firft man acquainted with fuch

my intention, immediately fteps

in and feifes the vacant poiieffion

;

thus the confent expreffed by the

conveyance gives Titius a good
right againft me; and pofTeflion,

or occupancy, confirms that

right againft all the world be-

fides.

The moft univerfal and effectual

way, of abandoning property, is

by the death of the occupant,

when, both the actual pofleihon

and intention of keeping pofleffion

ceafing, the property, which is

founded upon fuch pofTeffion and
intention, ought alfo .to ceafe of

courfe. For, naturally fpeaking,

the inftant a man ceafes to be, he

ceafes to have any dominion : elfe,

if he had a right to difpofe of his

acquifitions one moment beyond

his 'life, he would alfo have a right

to direct their difpoial for a mil-

lion of ages after him ; which
would be highly abfurd and incon-

venient. All property mull there-

fore ceafe upon death, confidering

men as abfolute individuals, and

unconnected with civil fociety

:

for then, by the principles before

eftablifhed, the next immediate oc-

cupant would acquire a right in all

that the deceafed poflefled. But as,

under civilized governments, which
are calculated for the peace of

mankind, fuch a conltitution would
be productive of endlefs diftur-

bances, the univerfal law of almoft

every nation (which is a kind of
fecondary law of nature) has ei-

ther given the dying perfon a

power of continuing his property.

by difpofing of his pofleffions by
will ; or, in cafe he neglects to dif-

pofe of it, or is not permitted to

make any difpofition at all, the

municipal law of the country then

fteps in, and declares who (hall be

the fucceflbr, reprefentative, or

heir of the deceafed ; that is, who
alone {hall have a right to enter

upon this vacant pofleffion, in or-

der to avoid that confulion, which
its becoming again common would
occafion. And farther, in cafe no
teftement be permitted by the law,

or none be mp.de, and no heir

can be found fo qualified as the

law requires, ftill, to prevent the

robult title of occupancy from
again taking place, the doctrine

of eicheats is adopted in almoft

every country; whereby the fove-

reign of the ftate, and thofe who
claim under his authority, are the

ultimate heirs, and fucceed to thofe

inheritances, to which no other title

can be formed.

The right of ' inheritance, or

defcent to the children and rela-

tions of the deceafed, feems to.

have been allowed much earlier

than the right of devifing by tef-

tament. We are apt to conceive

at firft view that it has nature on
its fide ; yet we often miftake

for nature what we find eftablifh-

ed by long and inveterate cullom.

It is certainly a wife and effectual,

but clearly a political, eftablifh-

ment ; fince the permanent right

of property^ vefted in the anceftor

himfelf, was no natural, but mere-

ly a civil, right. It is true, that

the tranfmiffion of one's ppflef-

fions to pofterity has an evident

tendency to make a man a good

citizen and a ufeful member of

V4 fa
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Society: it fets the paffions on the

fide of duty, and prompts a man
to deferve well of the public, when

he is lure that the reward of his

fervices will not die with hiinfelf,

but be tranfmitted to thofe with

whom he is connected by the dear-

eft .and moft tender affeftions.

Yet, rcafonable as this foundation

of the right of inheritance may
feem, it is probable that its im-
mediate original arofe not from

fpecuiations altogether fo delicate

and refined; and, if not from for-

tuitous circumftances, at leafl from

a plainer and more Ample prin-

ciple. A man's children or near-

eft relations are ufual'.y about him

on his death-bed, and are the ear-

Heft witnefTes of his deceafe. They
became therefore generally the

next immediate occupants, till at

length in procefs of time this fre-

quent ufage ripened into general

law. And therefore alfo in the

earlieft ages, on failure of chil-

dren, a man's fervants born under

his roof were allowed to be his

heirs; being immediately on the

fpot when he died. For we find

the old patriarch Abraham ex-

prefsly declaring, that **. iince

" God had given him no feed, his

*< fteward Eliezer, one born in his

« c houfe, was his heir."

Wnile property continued only

for life, teftaments were ufelefs

and unknown; and, when it be-

came inheritable, the inheritance

was long -rndefeafible, and the

children or heirs at law were in-

capable of exclufion by will. Till

at length it was found, that fo

ftridr. a rule of inheritance made
heirs difobedient and headi'trong,

defrauded creditors of their juft

debt», and pi evented many pro-

vident fathers from dividing or

charging their cftates as the exi-

gence of their families required.

Tnis introduced pretty general-

ly the right of difpofing one's

property, or a part of it, by tef-

tament ; that is, by written or oral

inftrudlions properly <wiinejj'ed and
authenticated, according to the

pkajure of the deceafed ; which

we therefore emphatically ftile his

will. This was eflablifhed in

fome countries much later than in

others. With us in England, till

modern times, a man could only

difpofe of one third of his move-
ables from his wife and children

:

and, in general, no will was per-

mitted of lands till the reign of

Henry the eighth; and then only

of a certain portion : for it wa»
not till after the reftoration that

the power of devifing real pro-

perty became fo univerfal as at

prefent.

Wills therefore and teftaments,

rights of inheritance and fuccef-

fions, are all of them creatures of

the civil or municipal laws, and
accordingly are in all refpecls re-

gulated, by them ; every diftinc"l

country having different ceremo-

nies and requifues to make a

teflament completely valid: nei-

ther does any thing vary more
than the right of inheritance under

different, national eltablifhments.

In England particularly, this di-

verfity is carried, to fuch a length,

as if it had been meant to point

out the power of the laws in re-

gulating the fucceflion to property,

and how futile every claim muft

be that has not its foundation in

the pofitive rules of the ftate. In

perfonal eftates the father may fuc-

cced to his children; in landed

pro-
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property he never can be their

immediate heir, by any the re-

moteft poffibility : in general only

the eldeft fon, in fome places only

the youngeft, in others all the

ions together, have a right to fuc-

ceed to the inheritance: in real

eftates males are preferred to fe-

males, and the eldeft male will

ufually exclude the reft; in the

divifi'on of perfonal eftates, the fe-

males of equal degree are admit-

ted together with the males, and

ro right of primogeniture is al-

lowed.

This one confideration may
help to remove the fcruples of

many well-meaning perfons, who
fet up a miftaken confcience in

opposition to the rules of law. If

a man difinherits his fon, by a will

r
duly executed, and leaves his

eftate to a ftranger, there are many
who confider this proceeding as

contrary to natural juftice : while

others fo fcrupuloufly adhere to

the fuppofed intention of the dead,

that if a will of lands be attefted

by only two witnefles inftead of

three, which the law requires, they

are apt tc imagine that the heir is

bound in confcience to relinquifh

his title to the devifee. But both

of them certainly proceed upon
very erroneous principles: as if,

on the one "hand, the £bn had by
nature a right to fucceed to his fa-

ther's lands; or as if, on the

ether hand, the, owner was by na-

ture intitled to diredl the fuc-

ceffion of his property after his

own deceafe. Wnereas the law

of nature fuggefts, that on the

death of the poifciTor the eftate

ihould again become common,
and be open to the next occupant,

vinlefs otherwife ordered for the

fake of civil peace by the pohtive

law of fociety. The positive law

of fociety, which is with us the

municipal law of England, di-

rects it to veil: in fuch perfon as the

laft proprietor {hail by will, at-

tended with certain requifites, ap-

point; and, in defeat of fuch ap-
pointment, to go to fome particu-

lar perfon, who, from the refult

of certain local conftitutions, ap-

pears to be the heir at law. Hence
it follows, that, where the ap-

pointment is regularly mr.de, there

cannot be a lhadow of right in

any one but the perfon appointed;

and, where the neceflary requifites

are omitted, the right of the heir

is equally itrong, and built upon
as folid a foundation, as the right

of the devifee would have been,

fuppofing fuch requifites were ob-
ferved.

But, after all, there are fjme
few things, which, notwithftanding

the general introduction and con-

tinuance of property, muft ft ill un-

avoidably remain in common ; be-

ing fuch wherein nothing bi

ufufru&uary property is capable of
being had; and therefore

ftill belong to the firft occupant,

during the time he holds poiTj:..on

of them, and no longer. Such
(among others) are the elements of

light, air, and water ; which a
man may occupy by means of his

windows, his gardens, his mills,

and other conveniencies: fuch alio

are the generality of thofe animals

which are faid to be fera nature,

or of a wild and untameable dif-

pofttion ; which any man may
Yeife upon and heep for his own
ufe or plealure. Ail theie things,

fo long as they remain in poiTef-.

fion, every man has a right to

enjoy
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enjoy without difturbance; but if

once lit./ efcape from his cuilody,

or he voluntarily abandons the ufe

of them, they return to the com-
mon flock, and any man elfe has

en equal right to fcife and enjey

ihem afterwards.

Again; there are other things,

in which a permanent property

may fubiift, not only as to the

temporary ufe, but alfo the folid

fubiiancej and which yet would

be . frequently found without a

proprietor, had not the wifdom

of the law provided a remedy to

obviate this inconvenience. Such

are forefts and other wafte grounds,

which were omitted to be appro-

pruned in the general dillribmion

of lands: fuch alfo are wrecks,

eftray*, and that fpecies of wild

animals, which the arbitrary con-

.ftitutions of pofnive law have dit-

tingui fried from the reft by the

well-known appellation of game.

With regard to thefe and fome
others, as diilurbances and quar-

rels would frequently arife among
individuals, contending about the

acquiiition of this fpecies of pro-

perty by firft occupancy, the law

)ias therefore wifely cut up the root

of diffenfion, by veiling the things

themfelves in the fovereign of the

ftate ; or elfe in his reprefenta-

tives, appointed and authorized by
him, being ufually the lords of
manors. And thus the Iegiflature

of England has univerfally pro-

moted the grand ends of civil fo-

ciety, the peace and fecurjty of

individuals, by fleadily purfuing

that wife and orderly maxim, of

affigning to evei* thimg capable of
ownerfhip a legal and determinate

owner."
We fhall conclude with the ac-

count which cur learned writer

GISTER, 1767.

gives of the Feodnl Syftem; which,

though a fubjecl often handled, ap-

pears new in his hands.
'* It is impoflible to ur.Jcriland,

with any degree of accuracy, either

the civil conilitution of this king-

dom, or the laws'which regulate

its landed property, without fome

general acquaintance with the

nature and doctrine of feuds, or

the feodal law; a fyilem fo uni-

verfally received throughout Eu-

rope, upwards of twelve centuries

ago, that Sir Henry Spelman does

not fcruple to call it the law

of nations in our weftern world.

This chapter will be. therefore de-

dicated to this enquiry. And
though in the courfe or our ob-

fervations in this and many other

parts of the prefent book, we may
have occafion to fearch pretty

highly into the antiquities of our

Englifh jurifprudence, yet furelv

no induftrious fluuent will imagine

his time mif-employed, when he

is led to confider that the obfolete

dodtrines of our laws are frequently

the foundation-, upon which what

remains is eretted ; and that it is

impracticable to comprehend many
rules of the modern law, in a

fcholar - like, fcientifical manner,

without haying recourfe to the

antient. Nor vi, ill thefe refearches

be altogether void pf rational en-

tertainment as well as ufe : as in

viewing the majeftic ruins of Rome
or Athens, of Balbec or Palmyra,

it adminitlers both pleafure and

inftruelion to compare them with

the draughts of the fame edifices,

in their priftine proportion and

fplendor. ,

The conilitution of feuds had

its original from the military po-

licy of the northern or £eltic na-

tions, the Goths, the Hunns, the

Frank?,
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Franks, the Vandals, and the

Lombards, who all migrating from

the fame ojficina gentium, as Crag
very juftly entitles it, poured them-
selves in vaft quantities into all the

regions of Europe, at the declen-

sion of the Roman Empire. It was
brought by them from their own
countries, and continued in their

refpe&ive colonies as the moft

likely means to fecure their new
acquifitions: and, to that end,

large diftricls or parcels of land

were allotted by the conquering

general to the fuperior officers of
the army, and by them dealt out

again in fmaller parcels or allot-

ments to the inferior officers and
moft deferving foldiers. Thefe al-

lotments were called feoda, feuds,

fiefs, or fees ; which laft appella-

tion in the northern languages fig-

nifies a conditional ftipend or re-

ward. Rewards or ftipends they
evidently were ; and the condition

annexed to them was, that the

pofleflbr fhould do fervice faith-

fully, both at home and in the

wars, to him by whom they were
given; for which purpofe he took
the juramentum Jidclitatis, or oath
of fealty: and in cafe of the broach
of this condition and oath, by not

performing the llipul.ited fervice,

or by deferring the lord in battle,

the lands were again to revert to

him who granted them.

Allotments thus acquired, na-

turally engaged fuch as accepted

them to defend them : and, as

they all fprang from the fame right

of conqueft, no part could fubfift

independent of the whole ; where-
fore all givers as well as receivers

were mutually bound to defend
each others pofleflions. But, as

that could not effectually be done
in a tumultuous irregular way, go-

vernment, and to that purpofe fub-

ordination, was neceffary. Every
receiver of land?, or feudatory, was
therefore bound, when called upon
by his benefactor, or immediate
lord of his feud or fee, to do all

in his power to defend him. Such
benefactor or lord was likevvife

fubordinate to and under the com-
mand of his immediate benefador
or fuperior; and fo upwards to the

prince or general himfelf. And
the feveral lords were alfo recipro-

cally bound, in their refpective

gradations, to protect the poflef-

fions they had given. Thus the
feodal connection was eftablifhed,

a proper military fubjecYion was
naturally introduced, and an army
of feudatories were always ready
enlifted, and mutually prepared to

mufter, not only in defence of each
man's own feveral property, but
alfo in defence of the whole, and
of every part of this their newly
acquired country: the prudence
of which conftitution was foon fuf-

ficiently vifible in the ftrength and
fpirit, with which they maintained
their conquefts.

The univerfality and early ufe
of this feodal plan, among all

thofe nations which, in complai-
fance to the Romans, we ftill call

barbarous, may appear from what
is recorded of the Cimbri and Teu-
tones, nations of the fame north-

ern original as thofe whom we
have been defcribing, at their firft

irruption into Italy about a cen-
tury before the chrillian acra.

They demanded of the Romans,
" ut martins pcpulus aliquid Jibt
" terra: daret, qua/i Jiipendium:
" ceeterum, ut vel/et, manibus at-
" que armis fuis uteretur." The
fenfe of which may be thus ren-

dered; they defired ftipendiary

lands
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lands (that is, feuds) to be allowed

them, to be held by military and

c:her perfonal fervices, whenever
their lords mould call upon them.

This was evidently the fr.me con-

ftitution, that difplayed itfelf more
tL.l*y about feven hundred years

afterwards; when the Salii, Bur-

gundiajQs, and Franks, broke- in

upon Gaul, the Vifigoths on Spain,

and the Lombards upon Italy, and
introduced with themfelvcs this

em plan of polity, ferving at

to diftiibute, and to protect,

the territories they had newly

gained. And from hence it is

probable that the emperor Alex-

ander Severus took the hint, of

dividing lands conquered from the

enemy among his generals and
ious foldiery, on condition

of receiving military fervice from

ih-m and their heirs for ever.

Scarce hid thefe northern con-

querors eftablifhed themfelves in

their new dominions, when the

wifdom of their conllitutions, as

veil as their perfonal valour, a-

larmed all the princes of Europe;

that is, of thole countries which

had formerly been Roman pro-

vinces, but had revolted, or were
deferted by their old matters, in

the general wreck of the empire.

Wherefore moft, if not all, of them
thought it necellary to enter into

the fame or a fimiiar plan of policy.

For whereas, before, the poflef-

fions of their fubje&s were per-

fectly allodial
;

(that is, wholly

independent, and held of no lu-

perior at all) now they parcelled

out their royal territories, or per-

fuaded their fubjedls to furrender

up and retake their own landed

property, under the like feodal ob-

ligation of military fealty. And
taus, in the compafs of a very few

years, the feodal conftitution, or the

doctrine of tenure, extended itfclf

over all the weitern world. Which
alteration of landed property, in

fo very material a point, neceflarily

drew after it an alteration of laws

and cufton; *: fo that <he feodal

laws foon drove out the Roman,
which had hitherto univerfally ob-
tained, but now became for many
centuries loft and forgotten; and
Italy itfelf (as fome of the civilians,

with more fpleen than judgment,
have expreffed it) bellmnas, tuque

ferinas, immanejque Longobardorunt

leges accepit.

But this feodal polity, which was
thus by degrees eftablifhed over ail

the continent of Europe, feems not

to have been received in this part

of our ifland, at lead not univer-

fally and as a part of the national

conititution, till the reign of Wil-
liam the Norman. Not but that

it is reafonable to believe, from
abundant traces in our hiftory and
laws, that even in the times of the

Saxons, who were a fwarm from
what Sir William Temple calls the

fame northern hive, foinething fi-

.

milar to this was in ufe : yet not (o

extenfively, nor attended with all

the rigour that was afterwards im-
ported by the Normans. For the

Saxons were firmly fettled in this

ifland, at leaft as early as the year

600: and it was not till two centu-

ries after, that feuds arrived to their

full vigour and maturity, even on

the continent of Europe.

This introduction hovvever of the

feodal tenures into England by

king William, does not feem to have

been effected immediately after the

conqueft, nor by the mere arbitrary

will and power of the conqueror
$

but to have been confented to by die

great council of the nation long after

his
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his title was eftablMhed. Indeed,

from the prodigious flaughter of

the Englifh nobility at the battle

of Hailings, and the fruitlefs in-

furrect.ions of thofe who furvived,

fuch numerous forfeitures had ac-

crued, that he was able to reward

his Norman followers with very

large and extensive pofieffions

:

which gave a handle to the monkifh

hiftorians, and fuch as have impli-

citly followed them, to represent

him as having by right of, the

fword feifed on all the lands of Eng-
land* and dealt them out again

to his own favourites. A fuppo-

fuion, grounded upon a miftaken

fenfe of the word conquejl ; which,

in its feodal acceptation, fignifies

no more than acquijition : and this

has led many haity writers into a

ftrange hillorical miftake, and one

which upon the flighted examina-

tion will be found to be molt un-

true. However, certain it is, that

the Normans now began to gain

very large poflfefiion in England

:

and their regard for the feodal law,

under which they had long lived,

together with the king's recom-
mendation of this policy to the

Engliih, as the beft way to put

themfelves on a military footing,

and thereby to prevent any future

attempts from the continent, were

probably the reafons that prevailed

10 effect its eftablifhment here.

And perhaps we may be able to

afcertain the time of this great re-

volution in our landed property

with a tolerable degree of exacl-

nefs. For we learn from the Saxon
Chronicle, that in the nineteenth

year of King William's reign, an
invafion was apprehended from
Denmark ; and the military con-

flitution of the Saxons being then

laid a£de, and no other introduced

in its ftead, the kingdom was
wholly defencelefs : which occa-
fioned the king to bring over a
large army of Normans and Bre-
tons, who were quartered upoa
every -landholder, and greatly op-
prefled the people. This apparent
weaknefs, together with the grie-

vances occafioned by a foreign
force, might co-operate with the
king's remonftrances, and the bet-
ter incline the nobility to liiten to

his propofals for putting them ia.

a polture cf defence. For, as fooa
as the danger was over, the king
held a great council to inquire
into the ftate of the nation;
the immediate confequence of
which was the compiling of the
great furvey called domefday book,
which was finifhed in the next year:
ancLin the latter end of that very
year, the king was attended I

his nobility at Sarum; wher
the principal landholders fu omitted
their lands to the yoke of military

tenure, became the king's vaffais,

and did homage and fealty^ to hi*

perfon. This feerr.s to have been
the sra of formally introdu

the feodal tenures by law ; and
probably the very la.v, thus made
at the council of Sarum, i

which is ftiil extant, and couched
in thefe remarkable words : ««

J}&-
'* tuimus, ut omnts liheri bamiats
" feedere C5* facramsnio afr:.
«' quod intra tff extra uni-z

.

" regnum Angiiae Wilbelnw. regt

" domino fuo fddes effe 'voiunt ;
ct terras c5 b»»eres ijuus omni fde-
" litate nbique fcr-carc cum ec, IS
t( contra inimicos IS alienigenas de-
" fendere". The terras of thir Liw
(as Sir Martin Wright has ob-
served) are plainly feodal : for,

firft, it requires the oath c£
fealty, which made in the fenfe

of
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of the fendifts. every man that took

it a tenant or vaffa! ; and, fecondly,

the tenants obliged themfelves to

defend their lords territories and

titles againft ali enemies foreign

and domellic. But what puts the

matter out of difpute is. another

law of the fame collodion, which

exacts the performance of the mili-

tary feoda! fervices, as ordained by

the general council. " Qmnes co-

1,1 mites, tff barones, & milites, cif

* c fervientes, C5 univet/S iiberi ho-

' mines totius regni noji.i pradicli,

" babeant cif teneant fe femper bene

" in armis & in equis, ut decet &
*' oportet : Cif fzntfemper prempti &
" bene parat i adJer-vitium fuum in-

** tegru7n nobis explendum cif pera-
*' gendum cum opusfiterit ; fecundum
** quod nobis debent de feodis 13 tene-

" mentisfu is dejurefacert ; &fcut
" illis fiatuimus per commune conci-

" hum totius regni r.ofiri pr/edicli."

This new polity therefore ieems

not to have been impofed by the

conqueror, but nationally and free-

ly adopted by the general aflembly

of the whole realm, in the fame

manner as other nations of Europe

had before adopted it, upon the

fame principle of felf - fecurity.

And, in particular, they had the

recent example of the French na-

tion before their eyes ; which had

gradually furrendered up all its

allodial or free lands into the

king's hands, who reftored them

to the owners as a be;:ffcium or

feud, to be held to them and fuch

of their heirs as they previoufly

nominated to the king: and thus

bv degrees all the allodial eftates

of France were converted into

feuds, and the freemen became the

\zi Is of the crown. The only dif-

ference between this change of te-

nures in France, and that in Eng-

land, was, that the former was ef-

fected gradually, by the confent of
private perfons; the latter was done
at once, all over Enghnd, by the
common confent cf the nation.

In confequence of this change,
it became a fundamental maxim
and neceflary principle (though in

reality a mere fiction) of our Eng-
hfh tenures, ** that the king is

" the univerfal lord and original
" proprietor of all the lands in

" his kingdom; and that no man
* doth or can poifefs any part of
" it, but what has mediately or
" immediately been derived as a
*• gift from him, to be held upon
n feodal fervices." For, this be-
ing the real cafe in pure, ori-

ginal, proper feuds, other nations

who adopted this fyftem were ob-
liged to act upon the fame fup-

pofition, as a fubftruction and
foundation of their new polity,

though the fact was indeed far

otherwife. And indeed by thus

confenting to the introduction of
feodal tenures, our Englifh an-

ceftors probably meant no more
than to put the kingdom in a ftate

of defence by eftabliihing a mili-

tary fyftem; and to oblige them-
felves (in refpect of their lands)

to maintain the king's title and
territories, with equal vigour and
fealty, as if they had received their

lands fiom his bounty upon thefe

exprefs conditions, as pure, pro-

per, beneficiary feudatories. But,

whatever their meaning was, the

Norman interpreters, (killed in

all the niceties of the feodal con-

stitutions, and well undcrllanding

the import and extent of tne feo-

dal terms, gave a very different

conftrudtion to this proceeding;

and thereupon took a handle to

introduce not only the rigorou»

doctrine*
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do&rinei which prevailed in the

dutchy of Normandy, but alio

fuch fruits and dependencies, fucft

hardfhips and fervices, as were

never known to other nations; as

if the Englifh had in facl, as well
'

as theory, owed every thing they

had to the bounty of their fove-

reign lord.

Our anceftors therefore, who
were by no means beneficiaries,

but had barely confented to this

ficlion of tenure from the crown

as the balls of a military difcipline,

with reafon looked upon thefe de-

ductions as grievous impofitions,

and arbitrary conclufions from

principles that, as to them, had

no foundation in truth. How-
ever, this king, and his fon Wil-

liam Rufus, kept up with a high

hand all the rigours of the feodal

do&rines : but their fucceffor,

Henry I. found it expedient, when
he fet up his pretenfions to the

crown, to promife a reftitution of

the laws of King Edward the Con-

feffor, or ancient Saxon fyltem ;

and accordingly, in the firll year

of his reign, granted a charter,

whereby he gave up the greater

grievances, but icill referved the

ficlion of feodal tenure, for the

lame military purpofes which en-

gaged his father to introduce it.

But tliis charter was gradually

broke through, and the former

grievances were revived and ag-

gravated, by himfelf and fucceed-

ing princes ; till in the reign of

king John they became fo intole-

rable, that they occafioned his ba-

rons, or principal feudatories, to

rife up in arms againft him J which

at length produced the famous

great charter at Runningmead,
which, with foriie alterations, was
eonnrmed by his fon Henry III.

And, though its immunities (espe-

cially as altered on its laft edition
by his fon) are very greatly fhort
of thofe granted by Henry I. it

was jultly efteemed at the time a
vaft acquifkion to Englifh liberty.
Indeed, by the farther alteration
of tenures that has fince happen-
ed, many of thefe immunities may
now appear, to a common ob-
ferver, of much lefs confequence
than they really were when grant-
ed: but this, properly confidered,
will (hew, not that the acquifitions
under John were fmal!, but that
thofe under Charles were greater.'
And from hence alfo arifes an-
other inference; that the liberties
of Englishmen are not (as fome
arbitrary writers would reprefent
them) mere infringements of the
king's prerogative, extorted from
our princes by taking advantage
of their weaknefs; but a reftori-
tion of that ancient conftitutioo,

of which our anceftors had been
defrauded by the art and finefle of
the Norman lawyers, rather than
deprived by the force of the Nor-
man arms.

Having given this fhort hi-
flory of their rife and progrefr,
we will next confider the nature,
doctrine, and principal laws of
feuds; wherein we fhali evidently
trace the groundwork of many parts
of our public^ polity, and alio the
original of fuch of our own te-
nures, as were either abolifhed in
the lalt century, or ftiil remain in
force.

The grand and fundamental
maxim of all feodal tenure is this

;

that all lands were originally
granted out by the fovereign, and
are therefore holden, either me-
diately or immediately, of the
crown. The grantor was called

the
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the proprietor, or lord; being he

who retained the dominion or ul-

timate property of the feud or

fee : and the grantee, who had

only the ufe and poffeffion, ac-

cording to the terms of the grant,

was (tiled the feudatory or 'vajjal,

which was only another name for

the tenant or holder of the lands

;

though, en account of the pre-

judices we have juflly conceived

againft the doctrines that were af-

terwards grafted on this fyftem,

we now ufe the word <vaflal oppro-

brioufly, as fynonymous to flave

or bondman. The manner of the

grant was by words of gratuitous

and pure donation, dedi cif concejfi;

which are ftiil the operative words

in our modern infeodations or

deeds of feoffment. This was

perfected by the ceremony of cor-

poral inveftiture, or open and no-

torious delivery of poffeffion in the

prefence of the other vaffals,

which perpetuated among them

the sra of the new acquifition, at

a time when the art of writing

was very little known : and there-

fore the evidence of property was

repofed in the memory of the

neighbourhood; who, in cafe of

a difputed tide, were afterwards

called upon to decide the differ-

ence, not only according to exter-

nal proofs, adduced by the parties

litigant, but alfo by the internal

teitimony of their own private

knowledge.

Bcfides an oath offealty, or pro-

feCion of faith to the lord, which

was the parent of our oath of al-

legiance, the vaffal or tenant, upon

inveftiture, did ufually homage to

his lord ; openly and humbly
kneeling, being ungirt, uncover-

ed, and holding up his hands both

together between thole of the lord,

who fat before him; and there

profeffing that ¥ he did become
" his nan, from that day forth,
" of life and limb and earthly ho-
" nour: :

' and then he rec:ived a
kifs from his lord. Which cere-

mony was denominated homagmm
or manhood, by the feudifts, from
the ftated form of words, devento

<vejier homo.

When the tenant had thus pro-

feffed himfelf to be the man of hit

fuperior or lord, tiie next conside-

ration was concerning the fervice,

which, as fuch, he was bound to

render, in recompence for the land

he held. This, in pure, proper,

and original feuds, was only two-
fold: to follow, or do fuit to, the

lord in his courts in time of peace;

and in his armies or warlike reti-

nue, when neceflity called him to

the field. The lord was, in early

times, the legislator and judge over

all his feudatories : and there-

fore the jvaffals of the inferior lords

were bound by their fealty to at-

tend their domeflic courts baron,

(which were inftituted in every

manor or barony, for doing fpeedy

and effectual juftice to all the te-

nants) in order as well to anfwer

fuch complaints as might he al-

ledged againft themfelves, as to

form a jury or homage for the trial

of their fellow tenants ; and upon
this account, in all the feodal in-

ftitutions both here and on the

continent, they are diltinguifhed

by the appellation of the peers of
the court j fares curtis, or pares

curia. In like manner the barons

themfelves, or lords of inferior

diftritts, were denominated peers

of the king's court, and were
bound to# attend him upon fum-
mons, to hear caufes of greater

conference in the king's pre-

fence
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fence and under the direction of

his grand judiciary ; till in many
countries the power or" that officer

was broken ~nd diftributed into

other courts of judicature, the

peers of the king's court Hill re-

ferving to themielves (in almofl

every feodal government) the

right of appeal from thofe fubor-

dinace courts in the laft retort.

The military branch of fervice

confuted in attending the lord to

the wars, if called upon, with fuch

a retinue, and (or Iuch a number
of days, as were ftipulated at the

fir ft donation, in proportion to the

quantity of the land.

At the firft introduction of
feuds, as they were gratuitous, fo

alfo they were precarious and held

at the tutU of the lord, who was
the fele judge whether his

perf >rmed his fervices faithfully.

Then they became certain, for one
or more years. Among the an-

tier.t Germans they continued only

from year to year ; ^n annual dif-

tribution of lands bJng made by
their leaders in their general coun-
cils or aflemblies. This was pro-

fellediy done, left their thoughts

fhould be diverted from war to

agriculture ; left the ftrong mould
incroach upon the pofTeiiions of
the weak ; ;;p.d left luxury and
avarice fnculd be encouraged by
the erection of permanent honfes,

and too curious an attention to

convenience and the elegant fu-

perfluities of life. But, when
the general migration was pre.ty

well over, and a peaceable pof-

feflion of their new acquired fet-

tlernents had introduced new cuf-

toms a"nd manners ; when the fer-

tility of the foil had encouraged
the ftudy of hulbandry, and an af-

fection for the fpots they had cui-

Vol. X.

3°5

tivated began naturally to arife in

the fillers ; a more permanent de-

gree of property was introduced,

and feuds began now to be grant-

ed for the life of the feudatory.

But ftlil feuds were not yet here-

ditary ; though freepjently granted,

by the favour of the lord, to the

children of the former pofleftor ;

till in procefs of time it became
unulual, and was therefore thought

hard, to reject the heir, if he
were capable to nerform the kr-
vices : and therefore infants, wo-
men, and profefTed monks, who
were incapable of bearing 2rms,
were alfo incapable of fucceeding

to a genuine feud. But the heir,

when admitted to the feud which
his anceftor pniTefTed, ufed gene-

rally to pay a fine of acknowledge-
ment to the lord, in horfes, arms,

money, and the liiee, for fuch re-

newaj of the feud ; which was
called a relief, becaufe ir re-efta-

i the inheritance, or in the

words of the feodal writers, '* in-

t taditcam hertditatem re-
" le--vabat.

,> This relief was af-

terwards, when feuds became ab-
folotely hereditary, continued on.

the death of the tenant, though
the original foundation of it had
ceafed.

For in procefs of time feuds

came I 5 to be univerfally

led, beyond the life of the

. , or perhaps

t^> fuch one of them, as the lord

fhcsld name ; and in this cafe

the form of the donation

ftriitly obferved : for if' a feud

was given ro a man and his Jons,

all his fons fucceeded him in equal

portions ; and as they died off,

their fhares reverted to the lord,

and did not delcend to their chil-

dren, or even to their furviving bro-

X thers,
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thers, as not being fpecified in the

donation. But when fuch a feud

was given to a man, and his heirs,

in general terms, then a more ex-
tended rule of fucctflion took

place ; and when a feudatory died,

his male dependents in infinitum

were admitted to the fuccefiion.

without the confent of the lcrd.

For, the reafon of conferring the

feud being the perfonal abilities of
the feudatory to ferve in war, it

v\as nor nt he fhould be at liberty

to i.r.insfer .this gi?r, either from
himfelf, or his pollerity who were
prcfumed to inherit his valour, to

When any fuch defcendant, who others who might prove ltfs able.

thus had fuccceded, died, his male
defendants v\ere alfo admitted in

the full place; and, in defect of

them, fuch of his male collateral

kindred as were of toe blood or

lineage of the firR feudatory, but
no others. For this was an unalter-

able maxim in feodal fucceffion,

that '' none was capable of in-

" heriting a febd, but fuch as was
" of the blood of, that is, lineally

" defcended from, the fir 11 feuda-
" tory." And the defcent, being
thus confined to males, originally

extended to all the males alike ;

all the fons, without any diflinclion

of primogeniture, fucceeding to

equal portions of the father's

feud. But this being found upon
many accounts inconvenient, (par-

ticularly, by dividing the fervices,

and thereby weakening the ftrength

of the feodal union) and honorary

feuds (or titles of nobility) being
now introduced, which were not

of a divif'ble nature, but could

only be inherited by the eldeft

ion ; in imitation of thefe, mili-

tary feuds (or thofe we are now de-

fcribing) began alfo in molt coun-

tries to defcend according to the

fame rule of primogeniture, to the

elded fon, ir. exclufion of all the

reft.

|Other qualities of feuds were,

thai the feudatory could not aliene

or aiTpofe of his feud ; neither

cduld he., exchange, not yet mort-

gage, nor ^ven devife it by will,

And, as the feod.d obligation was
looked upon as reciprocal, the feu-

datory being entitled to the lord's

protection, in return for his own
fealty and fervice ; therefore the

lord could no more transfer his

feignory or protection without the

confent of his vaffal, than the vaffal

could his feud without confent of
bis lord : it being equally unrea-

sonable, that the lord fhould ex-

tend his protection to a p°rfon to

whom he had exceptions, and that

the vaffal fhould owe fubjection to

afuperior not of his own choofing.

Thefe were the principal, and
very fimple, qualities of the ge-

nuine or original feuds; being then

all of a military nature, and in

the hands of military perfons :

though the feudatories being tin-

der frequent incapacities of cul-

tivating and manuring their

own lands, foon found it neceffary

to commit part of them to infe-

rior tenants ; obliging them to

fuch returns in fervice, corn, cat-

tle, or money, as might enable the

chief feudatories to attend their

military duties without diflracYion :

which returns, or reditus, were the

original of ren;s. And by this

"means the feodal polity was greatly

extended ; thefe inferior feudato-

ries (who held what are called in

the Scots law " rere-fiefs") being

under fimilar obligations of fealty,

to do fuit of court, to anfwer the

ftipulated renders or rent-fervice,

and
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and to promote the welfare of their

immediate fuperiors or lords. But

this at the fame time demolifhed

the antient fimplicity of feuds ;

and an inroad being once made
upon their conftitucion, it fub-

jecled them, in a courfe of time,

to great varieties and innovations.

Feuds came to be bought and fold,

and deviations were made from the

old fundamental rules of tenure

and fucceffion ; which were held

no longer facred, when the feuds

themfeives no longer continued to

be purely military. Hence thefe

tenures began now to be divided

into feoda propria et impropriety

proper and improper feuds; under

the former of which divifions were

comprehended fuch, and fuch only,

of which we have before fpoken ;

and under that of improper or de-

rivative feuds were comprized all

fuch as Co not fall within the other

defcription : fuch, for. inftance,

as were originally bartered and
fold to the feudatory for a price ;

luch as were held upon bafe or lefs

honourable fervices, or upon a

rent, in lieu of military fervice ;

inch as were in themfeives alien-

able, without mutual licence; and

fuch as might defcend indifferently

either to males or females. But,

where a difference was not ex-

preffed in the creation, fuch new-
created feuds did in all ether

refpecls foilcw the nature of an

original, genuine, and proper

feud.

But as foon as the feodal fyftem

came to be confidered in the light

of a civil eftahlifhmer.t, rather

than as a military plan, the in-

genuity of the fame ages, which

perplexed all theology with the

fubtiJity of fcholaftic difquifitions,

and bewidered philofcphy in the

mazes of metaphyseal jargon, be-

gan alfo to exert its influ:nce on

this copious and fruitful ftbject :

in puriuance of which, the moft

refined and oppreffive cenfe-

quences were drawn from what
originally was a plan of fimplicity

and liberty, equally beneficial to

both lord and tenant, and pru-

dently calculated for their mutual

protection and defence. From
this one foundation, in different

countries of Europe, very different

fuperffruiftures have been railed

:

what effeft it has produced on the

landed property of England will

appear in the following chapters.

An Efay on the Hifiory of Cinjil So-

ciety. By Adam Ferguf n, L. S. D.

ProfJ/br ofMoral Pbilofophy in the

Uni-verfty of Edinburgh. In on:

I'durne quarto.

IT concerns man fo much to

know himfelf well, and he is at

the fame time fo various a being,

that he cannot be exhibited to him-
felf, by too many obfervers and in

too many fituations. There is not

indeed any condition, whether of
riches or poverty, figure or ob-
fcurity, fociety or folitarinefs, ci-

vilization or rudenef9, in which
fornething uieful may not be glean-

ed towards the improvement and
exertion, we may even fay the dif-

covery of thofe powers, with which
nature has fo liberally endowed
him. Nor is there any obfeiver,

(and we are all obfervers of one
another) from the fedentary her-

mit, to the giddieft of the mul-
titude, who has no: perhaps made
fome obfervation which was before

unnoticed. The fubjeft is fo ex-

tensive that it can never be ex*

X 2 haufted
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haufied, and the reclufe himfclf

may hit upon Come peculiarity in

the human irame, by an acquaint-

ance with which the reft of man-
kind maybe greatly benefited.

Civil fociety is now, whatever

it might have beea originally, the

general ftate of man; fo that it is

the moft interfiling fiuation that

he can poffibly be confidered in.

There is a peculiar propriety, in

this confederation's becoming the

object of a moral philofopher's

difcufiion. No one can be more

fitly calculated for examining

thoroughly into, and defcribing

exprefiively, man in that Hate,

than he who is chofen by a learned

body, as the moft fit to point out

and enforce thofe moral duties, of

which the fecial form fo principal

a part. The learned author has

accordingly handled this fubject.

in the moft malterly manner ; the

work abounds with fubtle thought,

ingenious fentiment, and exteniive

knowledge, and is written with a

force, perfpicuity, and elegance,

which is feldom met with in mo-
dern performances.

Strong as this teftimony in

favour of the fubjeft before us,

and this prejudice in favour of

the author who has handled it,

may appear ; the reading of a

very few pages of the work will,

we think, fufRciently juftify our

opinion. Mr. Fergufon has given

us almoft every thing relative to

this fubjed, which has been al-

ready advanced by others, (except

their whims and caprices) in fuch

a light as to make it almoft en-

tirely his own. He has added

many things originally his own,

which would alone be fufficient to

entitle him to the praife of a very

deep and fubtle inveftigator of

the human mind. The flile, with-

out any facrifice from meihod, is

fuch as was due to the dignity of
the fubjett, and mi^hv have been
expected from his rank in the re-

public of letters.

The work is divided into fix

parts, each of which branches into

feveral fections. The firft part

treats of the general character") ilics

of human nature ; the fecond, of

the hiltory of rude nations ; the

third, of the hiftory of policy and
arts ; the fourth, of corifequences

that refult from the advancement
of civil and commercial arts ; the

fifth, of the decline of nations ;

the fixth, of corruption and po-

litical flavery. The propriety of
this divifion is too obvious to re-

quire its being pointed out; and

that of the feveral parts into fec-

tions does not yield to it.

Many of the authors who have

written on man, and thefe too

fome of the moft ingenious, have

fet out by confidering him as an

animal, Solitary by nature ; and
others, not fatisfied with his

blindnefs to what we read and fee

of his condition, in almoft all ages

and countries, have no lefs pre-

pofteroufly made him a mifchiev-

ous one. Nay one in particular,

has thrown out doubts of his

having been originally a monkey
or baboon.

Mr. Fergufon, inftead of adopt-

ing either of thofe capital miftakes,

(by which we mean, the two hrft,

the laft being too ridiculous for fe-

rious animadveriion (has refuted

them both in the moft mafterly

manner j by which he has at-

chieved more for the dignity of

human nature, as well as for the

interefts of mankind, than had

been done by all the writers who
had gone before him in this

walk.
Not-
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Notwithftanding the pleafure

we have received from this per-

formance, and the efteein with

which we regard the author, we
can,,ot take leave of him vvithout

exprefllr.g oar furprizc, that lb

able a ad zealous an advocate for

benevolence fhould have lavifhed

fo milch praife on the Spartan go-

vernment ; a government, w

befides many oiher enormities in

the very frame of it, not only

tolerated, but enjoined the moft

inhuman cruelties to be inflicted

on its innocent captives ; that en-

deavoured to eradicate from its

members all focial tendernefs and

domeftic endearment, and on

every occafion to ftifle the voice of

nature, and the cries of huma-
nity *.

We are now to give a fpecimen

of Mr. Fergufon's work. ; and the

belt we think we can give, will

be fome extiacls from his feftions

' of the queition relating to the

* ltate of nature,' and • cf the

' moral fentiments ;' in treating of

which he has fo eminently diiiin-

guilhed himfelf ; and which, as

they will ierve to give an idea of

the work, will alio great ; con-

tribute to the entertainment, if

not in ftruction, of luch of our

readers as have not leen the ori-

ginal. We are lorry that we are

obliged for want of room to leave

out any part of them.

Jixtratts from the fefiicn of the quef-

tion relating to the Jiate of na-

ture.

Natural productions are gene-

rally formed by degrees. Vege-
tables grow from a tender moot,

and animals from an infant Hate.

Tne latter being defined to act,

extend their operations as their

po.ers increafe : they exibit a

progrefs in what they perform, as

well as in the faculties they ac-

quire. This progrefs in the cafe

of man is continued to a greater

extent than in that of any other

animal. Not only the individual

advances from infancy to man-
hood, but me fpecies icfelf from
rudencis to civilization. Hence
the fuppoled departuie of man-
kind from the ftate of their na-

ture; hence our conjectures and
different opinions cf what man
muit have been in the firfr. age of

his being. The poet, the hillori-

an, and the moraiift, frequently

allude to this ancient time ; and
under the emblems of gold or of
iron, reprefent a condition, and a

manner of life, from which man-
kind have either degenerated, or

on which they have greatly im-
proved. On either fuppofition,

the f.ril ftate of cur n -.turt: muft
hive borne no refemblance to

what men have exhibited in any
fubfequent period ; hiftorical mo-
numents, even of the earlieft date,

are to be confMered as novelt;-, ;

and the moft common eftablifh-

ments of human fociety are to be
claffed among the incroachments

which fraud, oppreffion, or a bufy

invention, have made upon the

reign of nature, by which the chief

of oor grievances or bleffings were
equally with-held.

Among the writer:; who have at-

tempt a igaifh, in the hu-
man character, its original qua-

lities, and to point cut the limits

* See a curious account of the ancient Lacedemonians; in the 3d vol. of our
p.cgilter, for the year 1760.

X 3 be*
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between nature and art, fome have

reprcfented mankind in thrir firft

con' ition, as poflcfied of mere a-

nima! f nfibility, without any ex-

ercile of the facu'ties that render

them iuperior to the brutes, with?

out any political union, without

any means of explaining their ieu-

timents, and even without pof-

fefiing any of the apprehsnfions

and paffions whicn the voice and
the gefture are \o well fitted to ex-

prefs. Others have made the ftate

cf nature to confift in perpetual

wars, kindled by competition for

domi;iio , '» and intereft, where eve-

ry individual had a feparate quar-

rel with his kind, and where the

prefence of a fellw creature was
the figr.al of battle.

—

If both the e tlieft «nd the

latelt accounts colie&ed from e-

very quarter of the earth,, repre-

fent mankind as afiembled in

troops and companies ; and the

individual always joined by affec-

tion to one party, while he is

poffibly oppofed to another ; em-
ployed in the exercife cf recol-

lection and foreffght ; inclined to

communicate his own fentiments,

and to be made ?cquain;ed with

thole of others «; thefe facts muli

be admitted as the foundation of

all our realoning relative to man.

His mixed difpoljtion to friend-

ship or enmity, his reafon, his

ufe of language and articulate

founds, like the fhape and the e-

rect poution of his body, are to

be ccniidered as lo many attri-

butes of his nature: they are to

be retained in his defcriptio.i, as

the wing and the paw are in that

of the eagle and the lion, and as

different degrees of fiercenefs, vi-

gilance, timidity, or fpeed, are

made to occupy a place in the na-

tural hiftory of different animals.

If the queftion be put, What
the mind of man could perform,

when left to itlelf, and without

the aid of any foreign direction ?

we are to look for cur anfwer in

the hiftory of mankind. Parti-

cular experiments which have been
found fo ufelul in eltablifhing the

principles of other Iciences, could

probab'v, on this fubjeft, teach

us notning important, or new

:

we are to take the hiftory of e-

very active being from his conduct

in the lituation to which he is

formed, not from hiy appearance

in any forced or uncommon con-

dition ; a wild roan therefore,

caught in the woods, where he
had always lived apart from his

i'pecies, is a lingular inltance,

not a ipecimen of any general

character. As the anatomy of an

eye whicn had never received the

impreftions of light, or that of an
ear which had never felt the im-

pulfe of founds, would probably

c:;n>'oit d-fects in the very ftruc-

ture o. tiie organs themielves, a-

rifi "4 from their not t>eing applied

to their proper functions; fo any
particular cafe ol this fort would
ouly fhew in what degree the

powers of apprehenfion and fen-

timent could exift where they had

not been employed, and what
would be the defects and imbe-

cilities of a h,-art in v. hich the,

emotions that pertain to fociety

had never been felt.

Mankind aie to be taken In

groups, as they have always

fubftfted. The hiftory of the in-

dividual i> but a detail of the fen-

tin) nts and thoughts he has en-

tertained in the view of his fpe-

cies j
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cies : and every experintent rela-

tive to this fubjecl Should be made
with entire focieties, not with

Single men. We have every rea-

fon however, to believe, that in

the cafe of fuch an experiment

made, we (hall fuppofe with a

colony of children tranfplanted

from the nurfery, and left to form

a fociety apart, untaught and un-

difciplined, we ihould only have

the fame things repeated, which,

in fo many different parts of the

earth, have been tranfadted alrea-

dy. The members of our little

fociety would feed and fleep,

would herd together and play,

would have a language of their

own, would quarrel and divide,

would be to one another the moft

important objects of the fcene,

and, in the ardour of their friend-

ships and competitions, would o-

verlook their perfonal danger, and
fufpend the care of their felf-pre-

fervation. Has not the human
race been planted like the colony

in queltion ? who has dire&ed

their courfe ? whofe inftru&ion

have they heard ; or whofe exam-
ple have they followed ?

—

It would be ridiculous to affirm,

as a dilcovery, that the fpecies of

the horfe was probably never the

fame with that of the lion ; yet,

in opposition to what has dropped
from the pens of eminent writers,

we are obliged to obierve, that

men have always appeared among
animals a dilliruft and a Superior

race ; that neither the poSfeSIion

of Similar organs, nor the approx-
imation of (haoe, nor the ufe of
the hand, nor the continued inter-

course with this fovereign artift,

has enabled any other fpecies to

blend their nature or their inven-

tions with his j that in his rudeft

State, he is found to be above

them ; and in his greatefl degene-

racy, never deScends to their le-

vel. He is, in Short, a man in

every condition ; and we can learn

nothing of his nature from the

analogy of other animals. If we
would know him, we mud attend

to himfelf, to the courfe of his

life, and the tenor of his conduft.

With him the fociety appears to

be as old as the individual, and

the ufe of the tongue as univerfal

as that of the hand or the foot. If

there was a time in which he had

his acquaintance with his own
fpecies to make, and his faculties

to acquire, it is a time of which

we have no record, and in rela-

tion to which our opinions can

ferve no purpofe, and are Support-

ed by no evidence.—
We fpeak of art as distinguished

from nature; but art itfelf is na-

tural to man. He is in fome mea-

sure the artificer of his own frame,

as well as his fortune, and is de-

stined, from the firit age of his be-

ing, to invent and contrive. He
applies the fame talents to a varie-

ty of purpofes, and ads nearly the

fame part in very different Scenes.

He would be always improving

on his Subjeft, and he carries this

intention wherever he moves,

through the Streets of the populous

city, or the wilds of the forelt.

—

To whatever length he has carried

his artifice, there he feems to en-

joy the conveniencies that fuit his

nature, and to have found the con-

dition to which he is deftined.

The tree which an American, on

the banks of the Oroonoko, has

chofen to climb, for the retreat and

the lodgement of his family, is to

him a convenient dwelling. The
fopha, the vaulted dome, and the

X
|
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colonade, da not more effectual-

ly content tlu-ir native inhabi-

tant.

It we are aflced therefore, Where
the (late of nature is to be fou

we may a.iSser, It is here; and
it matters not whether we are un-

derltooJ to fpealc in the ifland of

Great Biitain, at the Cape of

G^od H pe, or the Straits of Ma-
gellan. While this alive being

If in the train of employing his

talen's, and of operating ^n the

fubjefls around hiaa. is

are equally natural. If we are

told, that vice, et leaft, is con-

trary to aature, we may anfwer,

it is worfe ; it is folly and cvret-

chednefs. But if niture is only

opp.frd to 3rt, in what fituation

of the human rac; are the ftootfteps

of art unknown ? In the condition

of the favage, as well as in that

of the citizen, are many proofs of

human invention ; and in either

is not any permanent ftarion, but

a mere .lege through which this

travelling being is deltined to pafs.

If the palace be unnatural, the

cottage is fo no lefs ; and the

higher! refinements of political

moral apprehenfion, are not more
artificial in their kind, than the

firft operations of fentiment and

reafen.

If we admit that man is fufcep-

tible of improvement, and has in

himielf a principle of progreflion,

and a d^fire of perfection, it ap.

pears improper to fay, that he has

quitted the ftate of his nature,

when he has begun to proceed ; or

tint be finds a Ration for which

he was not intended, while, like

oi>-er animals, he only follows the

cilpofitioii, and employs the pow-
ers that nature has given.

The lateft efforts of human in-

vention are but a continuation of
certain devices which were prac-

ticed in the earlieit ages of the

world, and in the rudeit ftate of

:ind. What the favage pro-

jects, or obferveq, in the forelt,

are the fleps which led nations,

more advanced, from the archi-

tecture of the cottage to that of

the palace, and conducted the hu-

man mind from the perceptions of

fenfc to the general conciuiions of

fcience.

Extrafts from the fci'icn on moral

jcntimer.t.

Upon a flight obfervation of

what paffes in human life, we
fhould be apt to conclude, that

the care of tabuftence is the prin-

cipal fpring of human actions.

Tuis confidc-ratlon leads to the in-

vention and praftice of mechani-

cal arts, its l'erves to diilinguiih

amufemeot from buiinefs ; and,

with many, fcarccly admits into

Competioo any other fubjeft of

purfuit or attention. The mighty
advantages of property and for-

tune, when ftript of the recom-

mendations they derive from vani-

ty, or the more serious regards to

independence and power, only

mean a provision that is made for

enjoyment ; and if our fo-

licitude on this fubject were re-

moved, not only the toils of the

mechanic, but the ftud'es of the

learned, would ce.fc ; every de-

partment of public bufiuefs would

become panecefTary ; c\cry fenate-

houfe wculd bs fhut up, and eve-

ry place deferted.

Is man therefore, in refpeCt to

his objeft, to be clafied with the

mere brutes, and only to be dif-

tinguilhed
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tinguifh?d by faculties that quali-
fy him to mukipiy contrivances
for the fupport and convenience
of animal life, and by the extent
of a fancy that renders the care of
animal prefervatida to him more
burdeiifome than it is to the herd
with which he ihares in the bounty
of nature ? If this were his cafe,

the joy which attends on fuc-

cefs, or the griefs which arife from
difappointment, would make the

fum of his paflions. The t€

that wafted, or the inundation that

enriched his pofleffions, would
give h'm all the emotion with

which he is feized, on the occa-

iion of a wrong by which his for-

tunes are impaired, or of a benefit

by which they are preferved and

enlarged. His fellow-creatures

would be conlidered merely as

thev affected his intereft. Profit

or lofs would ferve to mark the

event of every tranfaftion ; and

the epithets ufeful or detrimental

would ferve to diftinguifh his

mates in fociety, as they do the

tree which bears plenty of fruit,

from that which ferves only to cum-
ber the ground, or intercept his

view.

This, however, is not the hif-

tory of our fpecies. What comes

from a reaaw-creature is received

with peculiar attention ; and eve-

ry lannuase abounds with terms

that expfeis fomewhat in the trans-

actions of men, different from f;ic-

cefs and difapp intment1

. The
bofbm kindles in company, while

the p>int of intereft in view has

nothing to inflame ; and a matter

itjs in itfelf, becomes im-

portant, when it ferves to bring to

jight the intentions and charac-

ters of men. The foreigner, who

3*3

believed that Othello, on the

ftage, was enraged for the lofs of
his handkerchief, was not more
miftaken, than the reafoner who
imputes any of the more vehement
paffions of men to the impreffions

of mere profit or lofs.

Men aiTemble to deliberate on
bufinefs ; they feparate from jea-

losies of intereft ; but in their

feveral co'lifions, whether as
friends or as enemies, a fire is

ftruck out which the regards to

intereft or fafety cannot confine.

The value of a favour is not mea-
sured when feniiments of kindnefs

are perceived ; and the term ?nis-

fcrtu.se has but a feeble meaning,
•when compared to that of infult

and 'wrong.

As acfors or fpectators, we are

perpetually made to feel the dif-

ference of human conducl, and
from a bare recital of tranfaclions

which have patted in ages and
countries remote from our own,
are moved with admiration and
pity, or tranfported with indigna-

tion and rage. Our fenfibility on
this fubject gives their charm, in

retirement, to the relations of hif-

tory, and to the fictions of poetry

:

fends forth the tear of compaflion,

gives to the blood its brifkeft

movement, and to the eye its live-

lieft glances of difpleafure or joy.

It turns human life into an in-

terefting fpectacle, and perpetually

folicits even the indolent to mix,
as opponents or friends, in the
fcenes which are acted befoie them.

Joined to the powers of delibera-

tion and reafon, it conftitues the

bafis of a moral nature ; andwhilft

it dictates the terms of praiie and
of blame, ferves to clafs 0111 fel-

low-creatures by the raoft aimi-

lable
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. j engaging, or the mod

cdicus and contemptible, denomi-
nations.

It is pleafart to find men, who,

in their fpeculations, deny the rea-

lity of moral diuinctions, forget

in detail the general pofitions they

maintain, and give loofe to riJi-

cule, indignation, and fcorn, as

if any of thefe fentimeata could

have place, were the actions of

men indifferent ; and with acri-

mony pretend to detect the fraud

by which moral reitraints have

been impofed, as if to cenfure a

fraud were not already to take a

part en the fide of morality.

Can we explain the principles

upon which mankind adjudge tiie

preierence of characters, and upon

which they indulge fuch vehement
emotions of admiration or con-

tempt? If it be admitted that we
cannot, are the facts lefs true ? or

muft we fufpend the movements of

the heart until they who are em-
ployed in framing fyftems of fci-

ence have difcovered the principle

from which thofe movements pro-

ceed ? If a finger burn, we care

not for information on the proper-

ties of fire : if the heart be torn,

or the mind overjoyd, we have

not leifure for fpeculations on the

fubject of moral fenfibility.

If it be true, that men are united

by imiinct, that they act in fo-

ciety from afiections of kindnefs

and fri.r.dihip ; if it be true, that

even prior to acquaintance and ha-

bitude men, as fuch, are com-
monly to one another objects of

attenaon, and fome degree of re-

gard , that while their profperity

is biheld with indifference, their

afflutions are confidered with cpm-

miferation ; if calamities be mea-
fured by the numbers and the qua-

lities of men they involvt i and if

every fuffering of a fellow-creature

draws a crowd of attentive Specta-

tors ; if even in the cafe of thole

to whom wc do not habitually wilh

any pofitive good, we are Hill a-

verfe to Se the inllruments of harm ;

it fhould fecm, that in thefe va-

rious appearances of an amicable

difpofition, the foundations of a

moial apprehenfion are fufhciently

laid, and the fenfe of a right v»hich

we maintain for ourfelves, is by a

movement of humanity and can-

dour extended to our fellow-crea-

tures.

What is it that prompts the

tongue when we cenfure an act

of cruelty or oppreffion ? What is

it that conftitutes our refiraint from

offences that tend to diftrefs our

fellow-creatures ? It is probably,

i,i both cafes, a particular applica-

tion of that principle, which, in

preience of the forrowful, fends

forth the tear of companion ; and

a combination of all thofe fenti-

menis, which conilitute a benevo-

lent difpofition; and ;f not a refo-

lution to do good, at leaft an aver-

fion to be the Liftrument of harm.

It may be difficult, however, to

enumerate the motives of all the

cenfures and commendations which

are applied to the actions of men.
Even while we moralize, every dif-

pofition of the human mind may
have its (hare in forming the judge-

ment, and in prompting the tongue.

As jealoufy is often the moft watch-

ful guardian of chaftity, fo malice

is often the quickeft tj fpy the fail-

ings of our neighbour. Envy, af-

fectation, and vanity, may dictate

the
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the verdifts we give, and lie worfl:

principles of our nature m.:y be at

the bottom of our pretended zeal

for morality ; but if we only mean
to inquire, why they who are well

d-dpoled to mankind, apprehend,

in every inftance, certain rights

pertaining to their fellow-crea-

tures, and why they applaud the

confideration that is paid to thofe

rights, we cannot perhaps aiugn a

better reafon, than that the perfon

who applauds, is well difpoied to

the welfare of the parties to whom
his applaufes refer.

When we coniider, that the rea-

lity of any amicable prcpenfity in

the human mind has been fre-

quently contefted ; when we re-

col left the prevalence of interested

competitions, with their attendant

paflions of jealoufy, envy, and
malice ; it may leem ilrange to

ailedge, that love and companion
are the moll powerful principles in

the human brealt : but they are

deilined, on many occaficn-, to

urge with the molt irrefillible ve-

hemence ; and if the ddirs of felf-

prefervation be more conftant, and
more unifcrm, thefe are a more
plentiful lource of enthufieftn, fa-

tisfa&ion, and joy. With a power,

not inferior to that of refentiient

and ra^e, they hurry the mind in-

to every factifice of interell, and
bear it undifrr.ayed through every

hardlhip and danger.

The difpofuion on which friend-

ship is grafted, glows, with fatis-

fadtion in the hours of tranquillity,

and is p'eafant, not only in its

triumphs, but even in its forrows.

It throws a grace on the external

air, and, by its expreflion on the

countenance, compenfates for the

want of beauty, or gives a charm

which no complexion or features

can equal. From this fource the

fcenes or human life derive their

principal felicity; and their imi-

tations in poetry, their principal

ornament. Defcriptions of nature,

even representations of a vigorous

conduce, and a manly courage, do
not engage the heart, if they be
no: mixta with the exhibition of
generous fentimenti, and the pa-
thetic, which is found to arile in

the druggies, the triumphs, or the

importunes of a tender affection.

The death of Polites, in the iEneid,

is not more affefting than that of
others who periihed in the

ruins of Troy? but the aged Priam
was prcfent when this lalt of his

fons was flain ; and the agonies of
grief and forrow force the parent

from his retreat, to fall by the

hand that ihed the blood of his

child. The pathetic of Homer
confifts in exhibiting the force of
affeftions, not in exciting mere
terror and pity ;

paflions he has

never perhaps, in any inftance, at-

tempted to raife.-

Auer all, it mull be confefled,

that if a principle of affeclion to

mankind, be the bafis of our moral
approbation and dilhke, we fome-
times proceed in dillributing ap-
plaufe or ceufure, without precife-

ly attendin? to the degree in which

our fellow c-eatures are hurt or

obliged; ana tha . befides :he vir-

tues of candour, friendfhip, gene-
rality, and public foiru, which
bear an immediate reference to

this principle, there are others

which may feem to derive their

commendation from a difFc enc

fource Temperance, prudence,

fortitude, are thofe qualit '•", i.ke-

wife admired from a priociple of

regard
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lian : <whh a Commentary attri.
bated to Movfieur de Voltaire ;

travjlaled from the French. One
'vol. 8x0.

H E merit of the effay be-
fore us is Co generally known

regard to our fellow - creatures ?

Why not, fince they render men
happy in them'elvcs, and ufeful to

others ? He who is qualified to

promote the welfare of mankind,

is neither a lot, a fool, nor a

coward. Can it be more clearly

expreffed, that temperance, pru- and allowed, that it may feem un-
dence, and fortitude, are necefiary necefTary to inform our readers,

to the character we love and ad- that it has gained the attention of
mire? I know well why I fhould all ranks of people in almolt every

wifh for them in myfclf ; and why Pa »"t or Europe ; and that few
* likewife I mould wifh for them in books on any fubject have ever

my fiiend, and in every perfon been more generally read, or more
who is an object of my affection, univerfally applauded. This work
But to what purpofe feek for rea-

fons of approbation, where quali-

ties are io neceflary to our happi-

nefs, and fo great a part in the per-

fection of our nature? We mult

ceafe to elleem ourlelves, and to

was written in Italian by the Mar-
quis Beccaria of Milan The
tranflator informs us in his pre-
face, that it was read at different

times to a fociety of learned men
in that city, at whofe delire it

ciftinguiih what is excellent, when wa s ^publifhed. He alfo tells us,

fuch qualifications incur our neg- that it paffed through fix editions

left, i" the original language, in eigh^

A perfon of an affectionate
f
een months ; that it was tranflated

mind, poffeffed of a maxim, That into French, and that the tranfla-

he himfelf, as an individual, is no tion was alfo re-pnnted feveral

more than a part of the whole that times.

demands his regard, has found, in Though the author feems to

that principle, a fufricient founda- nave been ftudioufiy careful not to

tion for all the virtues ; for a con- give any room for offence in point

tempt of animal pleafures, that °f expreffion, yet the freedom he

would fupplant his principal en- has taken with the eihblifhed

joyment ; for an equal contempt forms of government in Italy,

of danger or pain, that come to

Hop his purfuits of public good.
" a vehement and Heady affec-

" tion magnifies its object, and
" leffens every difficulty or dan-
" ger that (lands in the way."
«' Aik thofe who have been in

*' love," fays Epieletus, ". they
«' will know that I fpeak truth."

An BJfay on Crimes ani Putq/b'

tnents j tranjlatid /rem the ha-

made it prudent not to p-.jt his

name to this boo!: ; from the fame
caufe, he has fince thought pro-
per to quit his native country,

and has for a considerable time
paft made Paris the place of his

abode. The commentary which
is joined to this effay is attributed

to Voltaire ; and it feems to bear
fuch evident marks of his peculiar

manner, as leave little room to
doubt his being the author of it.

A few fpecimens of the writer's

argu-,
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arguments, and of his manner of

handling his fubject, will be more

pleafing to our readers, than any

comment we fhouid make on it.

In his introduction, he makes the

following general reflections.

" If we look into hiltory we
mall find, that laws, which are, or

ought to be, conventions between

men in a Hate of freedom, have

been, for the molt part, the work

of the paflions of a few, or the con-

fequences of a fortuitous, or tem-

porary neceflity ; noc dictated by

a cool examiner of human nature,

who knew how to collect in one

point, the actions of a multitude,

and had this only end in view, the

great'eft happinefs cf th: greateft num-

ber. Happy are thofe few nations,

who have not waited, till the flow

fucceflion of human viciftitudes,

fhculd, from the extremity of evil,

produce a tranfition to good; but

by prudent laws, have facilitated

the progrefs from one to the other

!

and how great are the obligations

due from mankind to that philo-

fopher, who from the obfeurity of

his clofet, had the courage to Scat-

ter amongft the multitude the

feeds of ui'eful truths, fo long un-

fruitful !

The art of printing has diffufed

the knowledge of thofe philolb-

phical truths, by which the rela-

tions between fovereigns and their

fubjects, and between nations, are

difcovered. By this knowledge,

commerce is animated* and there

has fprung up a fpirit of emula-
tion and induflry, worthy of ra-

tional beings. Thefe are the pro-

duce of this enlightened age ; but

the cruelty of punifhments, and
the irregularity of proceedings in

criminal cafes, fo principal a part

cf the legiflation, and fo much neg-

lected throughout Europe, hai
hardly ever been called in queftion.

Errors, accumulated through ma-
ny centuries, have never yet been
expofed by afcending to general
principles ; nor has the force of
acknowledged truths been ever
oppofed to the unbounded licenti-

oufnefs of ill-directed power, which
has continually produced fo many
authorized examples of the mofl
unfeeling barbarity. Surely, the
groans of the weak, facrifked to
the cruel ignorance, and indolence
of the powerful ; the barbarous
torments lavifhed, and multiplied

-J-vith ufelefs feverity, for crimes
either net proved, or in their na-
ture impoffible; the filth, and hor-
rors of a prii'm, increafed by the
molt cruel tormentor of the mifer-
abte, uncertainty, ought to have
roufed the attention ot thofe, whofe
bufinefs is to direct the opinions of
mankind."

In the fecond chapter, of the
right to punilh," he proceeds as
follows.

" Every punifhment, which does
not arile from abfohue neceflity,

fays the great Montefquieu, is ty-
rannical. A proportion which
may be made more general, thus

:

Every act of authority of one man
over another, for which there is

not an abfolute neceflity, is tyran-
nical. It is upon this then, that
the fovereign's right to punifh
crimes is founded ; that is, upon
rhe neceflity of defending the pub-
lic liberty, entruited to his care,
from the ufurpation of indivi-
duals ; and pumihments are juft,

in proportion as the liberty, pre-
ferved by the fovereign, is facred
and valuable.

Let us confult the human heart,
and there we lhall find the foun-

dation
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dation of the fovereign's right to All punifhments, which exceed the
putiilh ; for no advantage in moral necefiity of prefrving this bond,
policy can be Jailing, which is not are in their nature unjuft. We
founded on the indelible feniiments fhould be cautious how we affociate

of the heart of man. Whatever with the word jujtice, an idea of
law deviates from this principle any thing real, fuch as a phvfical

will always meet with a refiftance, power, or a being that actually

which will deltrcy it in the end ;
exilts. I do not, by any means*

for the fmalleir. force, continually fpeak of the juftice of God, which
applied, will overcome the moll is of another kind, and refers im-
violent motion communicated to mediately to rewards and punilh-
bodies. ments in a life to come.

—

No man ever gave up his liber- Whoever reads, with a philofo-

ty, merely for the good of the phic eye, the hiltory of nations,

public. Such a chimera exifts on- and their laws, will generally find,

ly in romances. Every individual that the ideas of virtue and vice,

withes, if pofiible, to be exempt of a good or a bad citizen, change
from the compacts that bind the with the revolution of ages ; not

reit of mankind. in proportion to the alteration of
The multiplication of mankind, circumftances, and confequently

though flow, being too great for conformable to the common good

;

the means, which the earth, in its but in proportion to the paffions

natural Hate, ofFertd to fatisfy ne- and errors by which the different

ce '-ties, which every day became lawgivers were fucceflively influ-

more numerous, obliged men to enced. He will frequently ob-
feparate again, and form new fo- ferve, that the paflions and vices

cieties. Thefe natuially oppofed of one age, are the foundation of
the fiilt, and a {rate of war was the morality of the following ; that

transferred from individuals to na- violent paflion, the offspring of fa-

tions. naticifm and enthufiafm, being
Thus it was necefiity, that weakened by time, which reduces

forced men to give up a part of all the phenomena of the natural

th^ir liberty ; it is certain then, and moral world to an equality,

thai, every individual would chule become, by degrees, the prudence

to DUt into the puolic flock the of the age, and an ufeful inftru-

{"mallefl portion poiiible ; as much ment in the hands of the powerful

only as was fufficient to engage or artful politician. Hence the

Others to defend it. The aggregate uncertainty of cur notions of ho-

of thefe, the fmalleft portions pof- nour and virtue ; an uncertainty

fible, forms the right of punilh- which will ever remain, becaufe

ing . all that extends beyond this they change with the revolutions

is abuie, not juftice. of time, and names furvive the

Oblerve, that by jujiice I un- things they originally fignified ;

derftand nothing more, than that they change with the boundaries

bond, which is neceifary to keep of flates, which are often the fame
the tntere I of individuals united ; both in phyfical and moral geo-
wi'houi: wh,ich men would return graphy.

to their original ftate of barbarity. Pleafure and pain are the only

fprings



ACC OUNT
firings of action in beings en-

dowed with fenfibility. Even
amonglt the motives which incite

men to acts of religion, the invi-

fible legiflator has ordained re-

wards and punifhments. From a

partial diftribution of thele, will

arife that contradiction, fo little

obferved, becaufe fo common ; I

mean, that of punifhing by the

laws, the crimes which the laws

have occaiioned. If an equal pu-

niihment be ordained for two
crimes that injure fociety in dif-

ferent degrees, there is nothing to

deter men from committing the

greater, as often as it is attended

with greater advantage.

—

The foregoing reflections autho-

rife me to afiert, that crimes are

only to be mealured by the injury

done to fociety.

They err, therefore, who ima-

gine that a crime is greater, or

lefs, according to the indention of

the perfon by whom it is commit-
ted ; for this will depend on the

actual impreiTion of objects or. the

fenfes, and on the previous difpoii-

tion of the mh:d ; both which will

vary ia different perfons, and even

in the fame perfon at different

times, according to the fucceffion

of idea?, patfivris, and circumltan-

ces. Upon that fyitem, it would

be necefiary to form, not only a

particular code for ev^ry indivi-

dual, but a new penal law for every

crime. Men, often with the belt

intention, do the greateit injury to

fociety, and with the woril, do it

the molt effential fervices.

Others have eflimated crimes

rather by the dignity of the perfon

offended, than by their confe-

quences to fociety. If this were
the true i! -.;a,-dj the fmalleit ir-

reverence tc the divine Being ought

OF BOOKS. 3 i&

to be punifhed with infinitely more
feverity, than the allailination of a
monarch.

In ihort, others have imagined,

that the greatnef: of the fin fhould

aggravate the crime. But the fal-

lacy of this opinion will appear on
the flightell confideration of the

relations between man and man,
and between God and man. The
relations between man and man,
are relations of equality. Necefiity

alone hath produced, from the op-

pofition of private paffions and in-

terefls, the idea of public utility,

which is the foundation of human
juftice. The others are relations of

dependence, between an imperfect

creature and his Creator, the moft

perfect of beings, who has referved

to himfelf the ioie right of being

both lawgiver, and judge ; for he

alone can, without injuflice, be,

at the fame time, both one ::nd the

other. If he ha. li decreed eternal

punifhments for thofe who difobey

bis will, (hall an infect dare to put

himfelf in the place of divine juf-

tice, or pretend to punifh for the

Almighty, who is himfelf all-fuf-

f.cier.t; who cannot receive im-

preffions of pleafure, or pain, and
who alone, of all other beings,

acts without being acted upon ?

The degree of fin depends on the?

malignity of the heart, which is im-

penetrable to finite beings. How
then can the degree of fin ferve as

a (iandard to determine the degree

of crimes? If that were admitted,

men may punifh when God par-

dons, and pardon when God con-

demns ; and thus act in oppofition

to the Supreme Being.—
We have proved, then, that

crimei are to be eflimated by tht

injury done to fociety. This is one

of thofe palpable truths, which,

though



320 ANNUAL REGISTER, 1767.

though evident to the meaneft ca-

pacity, yet, by a combination of

circumftances, are only known to

a few thinking men in every na

tion, and in every age. But opi-

nions, worthy only of the deipo-

tifm of Afia, and paflions, armed

with power and authority, have,

generally by infenfible and fome-

times by violent impreflions on the

timid credulity of men, effaced

thofe fimple ideas, which perhaps

conltitured the fir It philofophy of

infant fociety. Happily the phi-

lofophy of the prefenr. enlightened

age feems again to conduct us to

the fame principles, and with that

degree of certainty, which i* ob-

tained by a rational examination,

and repeated experience.

The opinion, that every mem-
ber of fociety has a right to do any

thing, that is not contrary to the

laws, without fearing any other

inconveniences, than thofe which

are the natural confequences of the

action itielf, is a political dogma,

which mould be defended by the

laws, inculcated by the magiftrates,

and believed by the people ; a fa-

cred dogma, without which there

can be no lawful fociety ; a juft re-

compence for our fncrifice of that

univerfal liberty of action, com-

mon to all fenfible beings, and

only limited by our natural pow-

ers. By this principle, our minds

become'free, active, and vigorous

;

by this alone we arc infpired with

that virtue which knows no fear,

fo different from that pliant pru-

dence, worthy of thofe only who

can bear a precarious exigence.

—

I do not know of any exception

to this general axiom, that Every

inembcr of fociety Jhould inoiu ivben

be is criminal, and iiben innocent.

If cenfors, and, in general, arbi-

trary magiftrates, be neceffary in

any government, it proceeds from
fome fault in the conllitution. The
uncertainty of crimes hath facrificed

more viclims to fecret tyranny, than

have ever fuffered by public and
folemn cruelty.

What are, in general, the proper

punifhments for crimes? Is the pu-

nifhment of death leally ufeful, or

neceffary for the fafety, or good
order of fociety? Are tortures and
torments confiftent with jtficc, or

do they anfwer the end propofed by
the laws? Which is the belt me-
thod of preventing crimes ? Are
the fame punifhments equally ufeful

at all times ? What influence have

they on manners? Thefe problems

fhould be folved with that geome-
trical precifion, which the mlft of

fophiftry, the feduction of eloquence,

and the timidity of doubt are un-

able to refiir.

If I have no other merit than

that of having firft prefented to my
country, with a greater degree of

jce, what other nations have

written, and are beginning to

praclife, I (hall account myfelf for-

tunate ; but if, by fupporting the

rights of mankind, and of invin-

cible truth, I fhall contribute to fave

from the agonies of death one un-

fortunate victim of tyranny, or of

ignorance, equally fatal ; his blefs-

ing and tears of tranfport, will be

a fufficient confolation to me for

the contempt of all mankind."

We wifh that the extent of our

plan could admit of our giving

more extracts from this favourite

writer ; his unbounded philanthro-

py, and the eloquence and tender-

nefs with which he pleads the

caufe of humanity, muff, always

procure him the molt favourable

reception.
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